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L’EX-DEPUTE KURDE AKSOY EN PRISON
JUSQU’A AN 2001

NCARCERE depuis le 14 octobre
1995 4 la prison d’Ankara ot il
purge une peine de 3 ans pour
délit d’opinion, Ibrahim Aksoy,
ex-député kurde de Malatya et
ancien président du parti DDP, vient de
se voir signifier qu'en raison de récidive

dans ses délits d’opinion séparatiste,
I'amende de 216 666 666 LT a laquelle
il avait été condamné a été commuée en
5 ans de prison. Par ailleurs, la
condamnation a 2 ans de prison avec
sursis prononcée par la Cour de Stireté
de VEtat d’Istanbul pour son article

“lalévisme et la question kurde” a été
ratifiée par la Cour de cassation turque.
Celle-ci doit bient6t statuer sur une
autre condamnation, a 16 mois de
prison et & une amende de 133. 333.
333 LT, de cet homme politique kurde
pacifiste pour un article intitulé
“Bosnie-Somalie-Kurdistan”. En V'état
actuel de ses dossiers, Ibrahim Aksoy
devrait rester en prison jusqu’au 17
février 2001! Si évidemment la machine
judiciaire turque ne le condamne pas a




d’autres peines pour ses écrits et ses
déclarations. Chargée de faire taire les
opposants, la justice turque dispose
toujours d’une batterie de dossiers sur
les opposants lui permettant de garder
ceux-ci en prison aussi longtemps que le
souhaite le Conseil de Sécurité
nationale & dominante militaire. En
raison de cette singuliére logique, le
sociologue turc Ismail Besikgi,
actuellement incarcéré a Bursa, est
condamné & plus de siécles de prison
pour ses écrits sur les Kurdes. L'ancien
maire de Diyarbakir, Mehdi Zana, qui a
déja passé 15 années de sa vie derriére
les barreaux, fait I'objet d'une série de
nouvelles poursuites judiciaires qui ont
d ce jour déja abouti a des
condamnations & 4,5 ans de prison pour
deux livres de témoignage sur les
prisons turques et les gréves de la faim
quiy ont eu lieu.

Par ailleurs, la Cour de Sdreté de I'tat
d’Istanbul a décidé, le 16 janvier, la
saisie de tous les exemplaires d’'un
ouvrage intitulé Ozgiirliigiin Bedeli (Le
prix de la liberté) écrit par la journaliste
allemande Lissy Schmidt. Celle-ci, aprés
avoir travaillé pendant des années en
Turquie, s’était, & partir de 1992,
installée au Kurdistan irakien o,
jusqu’a son meurtre mystérieux en
1994, elle travaillait pour plusieurs
organes de presse européens dont
T'AFP. Selon la cour turque, le livre de L.
Schmidt ferait de “la propagande
séparatiste” et son éditeur turc doit
comparaitre pour répondre de ce chef
d’accusation.

Le méme jour, Muslim Glindiiz, écrivain
islamiste et leader de la confrérie
religieuse Aczemendi, a été condamné a
18 mois de prison par le tribunal
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correctionnel de Sisli (Istanbul) pour
avoir, dans une interview accordée en
1994 3 la revue Taraf, “insulté la
mémoire d’Atatiirk”. Dans cette
interview, M. Giindiiz avait déclaré “ Je
vais bientdt écrire un livre, ce livre sera
intitulé Ziibeyde l'immorale et son fils
illégitime”. Le tribunal turc a estimé
que l'auteur par cette phrase visait
Atatiirk et sa mére Ziibeyde et que cela
constitue une insulté 4 la mémoire

- d’Atatiirk, punie par la loi. L'accusé s'est

défendu que Ziibeyde dont il envisageait
de faire le personnage central de son
livre n’était pas Ziibeyde Hanim
(Madame Ziibeyde), mére d’Atatiirk car
le prénom de Zubeyde est assez courant
chez les musulmans. Mais le tribunal
n'a voulu rien entendre. Il a condamné
P’écrivain islamiste & 18 mois de prison
ferme. 11 a en outre condamné le méme
Giindiiz & une peine supplémentaire de
6 mois pour avoir approuvé ses
disciples qui ont battu des policiers lors
d’une manifestation.

Le 17 janvier, 16 jeunes originaires de la
ville turque de Manisa ont comparu
devant la Cour de Streté de I'Etat
d’Izmir, pour appartenance a une
organisation illégale et slogans hostiles
a PEtat. A Texception d’un enseignant
de 32 ans, ces jeunes qui sont
actuellement agés de 15 4 24 ans avaient
été arrétés le 24 décembre 1995 par la
section anti-terroriste de la Sdreté
générale de Manisa qui les suspecte
d’appartenance a une organisation
turque d’extréme gauche, DHKP-C, et
qui les avait sévérement torturés. La
torture infligée, pendant les 12 jours de
garde-a-vue, a ces jeunes Turcs, dans
une ville de I'Quest turc, non soumis &
I'état d'urgence, avait 4 'époque choqué
l'opinion publique. Au cours du procés,
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Yaccusation n’a pu apporter la moindre
preuve des allégations d'appartenance a
une organisation illégale. La défense a,
de son coté, dénoncé “la dérive d'un
systéme qui veut condamner ces jeunes
gens, qui ne sont méme pas porteurs
d’un canif, pour appartenance a une
organisation illégale et arméee sur la
base de simples dénonciations sans

~ aucune preuve”. Appelés 3 la barre, les

prévenus ont déclaré -qu'ils ne

* comprenaient toujours pas ce qu'ils leur

arrivait, qu'ils étaient innocents et qu'ils
souhaitaient que le cauchemar qu'’ils
vivent depuis un an prenne fin. L'un
d’eux, Hiiseyin Korkut, actuellement
étudiant a I'université d’Istanbul, a
déclaré, en pleurs, avant de s'évanouir
sous le coup de I'émotion: “Aprés ma
remise en liberté, j'ai déménagé a

_ Istanbul pour essayer d'oublier tout

cela. Mais la-bas aussi jai été en butte
a la persécution de la police, il y a 3
jours, les policiers sont venus
perquisitionner une nouvelle fois chez
nous, en mettant tout sens dessus

dessous. Ils m'ont d nouveau gardé @

vue. Et pendant la garde a vue, ils
mont menacé: “tu crois que vous allez
en arriver a quelque chose en suivant
ces avocates p... et ce député, Sabri
Ergiil (député CHP d’Izmir). Sais-tu
combien d'individus comme toi nous
avons fait disparaitre?”. La Cour a
acquitté 5 des 16 prévenus. 10 prévenus
ont été condamnés a des peines de
prison allant de 2,5 4 12,5 ans de prison.
Parmi eux, trois lycéennes agées de 18
et 19 ans ont été condamnées & 2,5 ans
de prison. Le dossier d'un lycéen 4gé de
15 ans, M. G, sera transmis & une autre
juridiction. Le verdict a suscité de vives
réactions de la salle qui a protesté aux
cris: “Justice, policiers-tortionnaires
méme combat’. 1 a été également mal

=




accueilli par une large fraction de
I'opinion. Tandis que Biilent Ecevit
critique “le triste dysfonctionnement
d'une justice qui condamne @ 12 ans de
prison ces jeunes gens dont le seul
crime est d'avoir crié des slogans”, le
député d'Istanbul, E. Karakas, déclare
que “la conscience publique est choquée
par ces lourdes condamnations alors
que les gangs et la mafia courent
librement nos rues”. Les avocats vont
faire appel devant la Cour de cassation
et envisagent de saisir ensuite la Cour
européenne des droits de 'homme.

Le 20 janvier, un jeune Kurde, Murat
Akman, a été tué & son domicile dans la
ville de Savur, province de Mardin, par
un peloton d’équipes spéciales et de
policiers. Sa famille a alerté les
associations humanitaires et les avocats
pour dénoncer “cette exécution
sommaire”. Cependant, celle-ci était
présentée par les autorités locales
comme “une mort survenue au cours
d’affrontements avec les forces de
l'ordre”. L'Association turque des droits
de 'homme a dépéché sur place une
mission d’enquéte. Les conclusions de
I’enquéte sont accablantes pour les
forces de sécurité. L'enquéte établit que
celles-ci ont effectué, au petit matin, une
perquisition chez les Akman. N'ayant
rien trouvé, elles ont fait sortir les
autres membres de la famille et abattu
le jeune Murat dans sa chambre. Puis
pour donner a cette exécution
I'apparence d'un affrontement, elles ont
mitraillé les murs de la piéce, placé a
c6té du corps inanimé de Murat une
Kalashnikov et 3 chargeurs,
photographié le tout, puis repris I'arme
et les munitions avant d’aller annoncer
que “lors des affrontements avec le
PKK, un terroriste avait été tué”. Or,
reléve la mission d’enquéte dans une
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conférence de presse donnée le 26
janvier  Istanbul, Murat Akman était
un citoyen ordinaire qui avait terminé 5
mois plus t6t son service militaire dans
Yarmée ol il avait dG combattre le PKK
dans la province de Sirnak. A ce titre, il
détenait une carte verte de soins gratuits
accordés aux anciens combattants. Citoyen
ordinaire, ce jeune Kurde a été victime de la
haine et de l'obsession ordinaires des forces
turques qui voient en chaque Kurde un
“terroriste du PKK”. “Et, méme s'il était
du PKK, peut-on tuer quelqu’un sans
jugement dans un Etat qui se dit de
droit ?” demandent les enquéteurs de
PIHD.

Par ailleurs, le 14 janvier au cours de
descentes dans les locaux de 7 syndicats,
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dans la ville de Mus, la police a arrété et
gardé a vue 26 personnes dont 3
institutrices. Pendant cette garde a vue,
les jeunes femmes ont été mises a nue et
longtemps interrogées sur leur vie
sexuelle. Puis trois femmes policiéres
ont “vérifié”, au milieu des ricanements,
d’insultes et d’agressions verbales, la
virginité des institutrices. Selon le
quotidien Sabah du 26 janvier qui
donne cette information, “l'inquisition
sexuelle des institutrices dans les locaux
de la silreté générale de Mus a duré 4,5
heures”. Le parquet local n’a pas jugé
nécessaire d'instruire la plainte des
victimes. Ni le préfet de Mus, ni le
ministre de I'Intérieur, Mme. Aksenr,
n'ont diligenté d’enquéte contre les
policiers de Mus.

LE PATRONAT TURC DENONCE “L’HEGEMONIE DES
GANGS ET DES CONFRERIES” ET PROPOSE
“UN PROJET DE DEMOCRATISATION”

ELON son président, le

patronat turc a “ honte de ce

qui se passe chaque jour dans

le pays”. 11 a “honte de

I'hégémonie des gangs et des
confréries”. Et pour sortir le pays de cet
engrenage destructeur et le rapprocher
de ses partenaires occidentaux le
patronat (TUSIAD) propose un vaste
“projet de démocratisation” que son
président Halis Komili, a, le 20 janvier,
solennellement remis au président de
I’Assemblée nationale, Mustafa Kalemli,
ainsi qu'au général Karadayi, chef
d’état-major général des armées. Dans
sa conférence de presse du 21 janvier &
laquelle les médias tures consacrent une
large place (1, 5 p. dans le quotidien

Milliyet), M. Komili ne mache pas ses
mots sur la gravité de la situation, sur
“le manque de confiance de tous les
secteurs de la société dans le systéme
actuel” et appelle & la mobilisation de
tous pour engager rapidement les
réformes indispensables pour “une
démocratie a l'européenne”. Rappelant
que “I'économie de marché ne peut se
développer sans la stabilité politique”
que “la politique ne doit pas étre
considérée comme l'apanage de
certains miliewx mais l'affaire de tous”.
M. Komili a souligné que le pays avait
besoin d'un “véritable régime civil’.
“Actuellement le Conseil de Sécurité
nationale (organe non élu ¢ dominante
militaire) est élevé au rang du conseil




des ministres. Cest une situation quon
ne rencontre que dans des pays comme
la Corée du Sud et I'Algérie alors que
dans les pays démocratiques comme la
France, Ultalie et les Etats-Unis ce
genre de conseils ne sont formés que de
techniciens” a-t-il ajouté. Un régime
civil, cela notamment veut dire que
I'état-major des armées doit étre placé
sous I’autorité du ministére de la
défense, et non plus sous celle,
théorique, du Premier ministre a
poursuivi M. Komili pour résumer les
grandes lignes des réformes proposées par
le patronat. Parmi les mesures les plus
significatives du patronat: abolition des
articles 26 et 28 de la Constitution sur “les
langues interdites” afin de permettre aux
citoyens kurdes le libre usage de leur

langue dans tous les domaines de la vie;”

liberté pour les Kurdes de donner a leurs
enfants des noms de leur choix et
dutiliser, a la place des appellations
turques imposées, les noms kurdes de
leurs villes, villages et de lieux
géographiques; abolition de I'article 8 de la
loi anti-terreur et refonte des articles 158,
159, 311 et 312 du Code pénal afin d'assurer
une véritable liberté d'expression; refonte

de 1a loi électorale et de la loi sur les partis

et les associations de fagon a assurer
effectivement la liberté d’association et
une représentations équitable des
citoyens; refonte de l'actuelle loi sur les
prérogatives de la police héritée de la
période du parti unique (1924-1945)
afin de garantir le droit a la vie et
l'intégrité physique des citoyens. Enfin,
le patronat estimant que le concept
méme d’une “idéologie officielle de
I'Etat” est incompatible avec une

‘véritable démocratie pluraliste qui doit

étre fondée sur la neutralité de I'Ltat
vis-a-vis de toute idéologie et de toute
religion, demande la suppression du 5éme
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paragraphe - du Préambule de la
Constitution qui institue “le nationalisme

- d’Atatiirk, les valeurs historiques et

morales de la turquicité” en une idéologie
officielle qui ne saurait en aucune maniére

. étre remise en cause. L'article 14 de la

Constitution qui restreint gravement la
liberté d’expression “afin d'empécher
un mauvais usage des libertés” doit
également étre abolie, souligne le

“projet de démocratisation” du

patronat qui, par ailleurs, demande une
décentralisation des structures de
I'Etat.
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La démarche du patronat turc est
saluée par la plupart des
commentateurs comme “une action de
salut public” bienvenue. Le président
du Parlement s'est engagé & soumettre
ces idées aux délibérations des députés.
Cependant, I'état-major des armées a
fait savoir que “ce projet est étranger
aux réalités du pays”, tandis que
certains éditorialistes proches de
armée raillent “ces patrons qui se
mettent a la mode des intellectuels
libéraux coupés des réalités du pays
pour se faire bien voir de lEurope’.

UN JUGE ALLEMAND MET MME. CILLER EN CAUSE
DANS LE TRAFIC DE DROGUE VERS L’EUROPE

Tissue du procés de 3
trafiquants de drogue se
déroulant depuis octobre
dernier devant la 17éme
chambre du Tribunal de
Francfort, le président de cette Cour, le
juge Rolf Schwalbe, en annongant le
verdict, a notamment déclaré: “Le trafic
de drogue de Turquie vers lAllemagne
et vers les autres pays européens est
organisé par les familles Senoglu et
Baybasin et ces familles, selon les
dépositions des témoins, sont protégées

‘par le gouvernement turc et cela rend

difficile de faire apparaitre toute
['étendue de ce trafic. On affirme que
ces deux familles de trafiquants ont des
relations extrémement étroites avec un
ministre turc féminin”. A la question de
savoir qui est cette dame, le juge
allemand a répondu: Tansu Ciller. La
dépéche de 'agence allemande DPA
datée du 21 janvier qui donne cette
information indique que selon la Cour,

ce réseau a introduit au moins 100 kg
d’héroine en Allemagne et en Belgique
et que l'enquéte sur les ramifications du
réseau se poursuivait. Les trois
membres de ce réseau arrétés a
Francfort, un Turc, un Italien et un
Belge, ont été respectivement
condamnés & 9 ans, 7 ans et 2 mois et 4
ans et 11 mois de prison. |

La mise en cause du gouvernement turc
en général et de Mme. Ciller en
particulier dans le trafic de drogue a été
largement répercutée par les média
allemands et turcs. Une télévision
allemande, NTV, a diffusé l'information
dans ses bulletins -avec I'image choc
d’une seringue d’héroine sur fond de
drapeau turc. Mme. Ciller a écrit a son
homologue allemand, M. Kinkel, pour
“protester contre ces accusations sans
fondements” et le porte-parole du
ministére turc des Affaires étrangéres a
qualifié “d’inconvenantes et contraires




aux usages diplomatiques les
déclarations du juge allemand”. Celui-
ci a refusé de recevoir le consul général
turc & Francfort mais il a confirmé au
quotidien Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung les informations diffusées par
DPA. De son coté, le juge M. Dox
Nevelling, porte parole du juge
Schwalbe, a indiqué a 'AFP que
V'enquéte avait établi des liens entre les
trafiquants de drogue et le
gouvernement turc et que des éléments
révélés par l'instruction ont tout 4 fait
convaincu la Cour & ce sujet. A la
question de savoir si les graves
accusations lancées par la Cour
n’allaient pas engendrer des réactions
politiques, le juge répond “Cela se peut.
Mais nous n’avons peur de rien. La
Jjustice allemande est indépendante”. En
Turquie, la nouvelle de la mise en cause
de Mme. Ciller ne semble pas
surprendre outre mesure les journaux.
Dans son éditorial du 23 janvier, E.
(Ozkok, directeur de Hiirriyet, rappelle
que déja l'année derniére deux
tribunaux allemands, ceux de Hannover
et de Trier, avaient accusé le
gouvernement turc de “soutenir les
trafiquants de drogue. Cette fois-ci, la
nouveauté est que le juge met en cause
nommément Tansu Ciller (..) Quand on
voit le lendemain sur la chaine de
télévision privée Kanal D l'étrange
photo d’un extrémiste de droite,
recherché pour meurtre par I'Etat et
pour trafic de drogue par la
communauté internationale, en
compagnie de policiers officiels de
I'Etat (..), quand on voit un certain
Yasar Oz, porteur d'un passeport vert
(de service) fourni par I’Etat, négocier
aux Etats-Unis la vente d'héroine avec
des limiers du Bureau des narcotiques,
quelles explications pourrons-nous
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donner? (..) Désormais, le nom de notre
pays figure d’une part aux cotés des
Etats terroristes comme I'Iran, la Syrie
et la Lybie, et d'autre part aux cotés des
narco-Etats comme I'Equateur, le
Pérou et le Guatemala. Le pire est qu'il
n'y a pas un autre Etat impliqué a la
fois dans le trafic de stupéfiants et dans
la terreur”. Son collégue Oktay Eksi,
écrit dans le méme quotidien, que “cette
infamie salit le nom de tout le pays” et
que “tous les porteurs de passeports
turcs sont considérés par les douaniers
comme des trafiquants de drogue
potentiels”. 11 rappelle que I'Allemagne
N'est pas le seul pays 4 pointer du doigt
le gouvernement turc. “Notre journal
avait, dans son numéro du 27 décembre
1996 écrit que les Pays-Bas n'avaient
aucunement lintention dextrader vers
la Turquie Husseyin Baybasin (NDLR.
L'un des gros bonnets de la mafia) (..)
Selon une conviction qui n’est pas
exprimée officiellement, la Turquie est
un pays ot le trafic de drogue est mené
par UEtat lui-méme. Cest pourquoi ils
ne vont pas faire confiance d la Turquie
pour lui renvoyer Baybasin. La
politique pratiquée suit quasiment le
principe suivant: au lieu de laisser le
PKK tirer profit du trafic de drogue,
profitons-en nous-mémes. D'autant que
nous disposons de tous les moyens de
Itat. Il suffirait de s'assurer que la
drogue transportée d’une frontiére a
l'autre ne soit pas saisie. Qui pourrait
nous tenir téte?”

Le Milliyet du 24 janvier annonce en
gros titre “le piége des trafiquants qui
se referme sur la Turquie”. 1] fait état de
l'information du Daily Telegraph du 23
janvier indiquant que “80% de l'héroine
vendue en Grande-Bretagne provient
de la Turquie” et d'un rapport du
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Département d’Etat rappelant que “la
plus grosse partie du trafic dhéroine en
Europe est controlée par les trafiquants
turcs”. L'influent éditorialiste Cengiz
Gandar affirme dans le Sabah du 25
janvier que “L’Occident assiége la
Turquie sur la drogue”. Selon lui, si le
23 janvier la Commission des Affaires
étrangéres de la Chambre des
représentants des Etats-Unis a tenu sur
ce sujet une audition a huis clos avec
des chefs de la CIA, du DEA (Drug
Enforcement Agency) et des
responsables du Département d’Etat
c'est que la situation est trés grave. A
qui la faute ? ajoute-t-il. “Nous n'avons
pas pris au sérieux les avertissements
précédents des tribunaux allemands de
Trier et de Hannover sur les liens des
trafiquants de drogue avec le
gouvernement turc. En outre,
récemment, une fuite (de source
gouvernementale allemande) a conduit
plusieurs  publications, dont
l'hebdomadaire allemand Focus,
écrire qu'un dénommé Hiiseyin Duman,
recherché pour trafic de matériaux
nucléaires, a rencontré ¢ Baden Baden
Ozer Ciller (époux de Mme. Ciller). Le
message politique de Bonn était clair:
l'Allemagne a mis une croix sur le nom
de Ciller. Voild pourquoi le chancelier
Kohl refuse avec insistance tout rendez-
vous avec Ciller”

En Grande-Bretagne, la BBC estime que
“la Turquie est devenue la Colombie du
Moyen-Orient”, tandis que Tom
Sackville, ministre adjoint de I'Intérieur,
dans une interview & Sunday Times du
26 janvier, souligne la responsabilité
des autorités turques dans ce trafic.
Extraits: “80% de I'héroine saisie en
Grande-Bretagne provient de Turquie.
Iy a des faits qui ont été dévoilés d la




suite des événements et des
investigations. Nous savons que des
informations confidentielles concernant
des opérations de narcotiques sont
tombées dans les mains des trafiquants
de drogue. Ce que je veux dire cest que
quand nous avons informé les autorités
turques de ces opérations elles ont filtré
l'information aux trafiquants de drogue
et les opérations ont échoué”.
Remarquant que “I'implication des
officiels du gouvernement et des
hommes politiques avec des criminels
_condamnés par la justice ternissait
l'image internationale de la Turquie” et
précisant que l'inquiétude britannique
vient des “rapports troublants
affirmant que des membres de la police
et méme des membres du
gouvernement sont impliqués dans le
trafic de drogue”, M. Sackville a ajouté
~ qu'ils “ne pouvaient étre siirs de
'exactitude des informations
transmises par les organismes de
_ sécurité turcs aux autorités
britanniques au sujet du trafic de
drogue’.

De son coté, I'Observatoire géopolitique
de drogue, basé & Paris, a également
accusé la Turquie d’étre impliquée dans
le trafic de drogue. Un dirigeant de
I'Observatoire, cité par le Turkish Daily
News du 27 janvier, indique que “70%
de la drogue arrivant en Europe
provient de Turquie et cela est
impossible sans connexion politique”.
Soulignant que “la drogue saisie en
Turquie n’est jamais ni détruite ni
rapportée aux agences internationales”
le porte-parole de 'Observatoire ajoute :
“L'argent de la drogue saisie est donné
a la milice officieuse qui combat le PKK.
Cela est connu en Europe. Un vaste
réseau de narcotiques a été découvert,
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et c'est un'réseau tellement vaste que
chacun y est impliqué d'une maniére ou
d'une autre”.

.Reste que si cette “Turkish connection

n'a fait pas que ternir l'image du pays,
elle aggrave aussi des conditions de vie
de millions de citoyens turcs vivant a

Tétranger” commente, a juste titre, la

BBC. Désormais tous les porteurs de
passeports tures sont considérés par les
policiers européens comme de “possibles
trafiquants de drogue”. A qui la faute? Pas
aux Européens dit I'ancien Premier
ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz. “Comment

 peut-on-donner d des trafiquants notoires ;
de drogue des passeports de service’

réservés a des hauts fonctionnaires de
I'Btat et s'étonner ensuite que Fon nous
critique pour l'implication de notre
gouvernement dans ce trafic” s'interroge-
t-l. :

La Turkish Connection semble aussi sévir
aux Pays-Bas. Un rapport du “Comité
d’investigations - d’organisations
criminelles d'origines étrangéres” publié
par le Parlement hollandais, souligne le
role de “pays transit” joué par la Turquie
dans le trafic de drogue international et
I'implication des partis politiques turcs
dans ce trafic. Le rapport met

- notamment en cause un groupe de

militants du MHP (Parti d’action
nationaliste du Colonel Tiirkes) protégé
par le gouvernement turc et impliqué
dans le trafic de drogue. Rappelant que
ce parti d'extréme droite dispose d'une
implantation substantielle dans la
diaspora turque sous le nom

- d’organisation des “Loups Gris” (nom

que se donnent les jeunes militants du
MHP), le rapport affirme que les
structures politiques du MHP ont pu
servir de couverture a la mafia et que les
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services de renseignements hollandais
suivaient tout cela de prés depuis les
années 70. “Les revenus des entreprises
criminelles qui  proviennent
particuliérement du trafic de drogue

“dans les années 70 et 80, sont utilisés

dans les activités politiques” ajoute le
rapport qui met aussi en cause d’autres
partis politiques en Turquie: “les
groupes mafieux qui étaient impliqués
dans le trafic de drogue sont en contact
avec tous les partis politiques, en
particulier les partis d'extréme droite’.
D’autres détails accablants sont
également mentionnés dans le rapport:
“Les gros bonnets du trafic de drogue
soutiennent les Loups Gris qui sont
actifs dans ce domaine. Par exemple,
Oflu et Drej Al étaient des militants du
MHP a Istanbul durant des années.
Alaattin Cakici avait sur lui un
passeport diplomatique fourni par le
gouvernement turc. Celui-ci affirmait
toujours qu'il avait une mission qui lui
a été confiée par la nation turque. Les
Loups Gris ont un nombre important
de militants au sein de la jeunesse
turque aux Pays-Bas. Ils sont impliqués
dans le trafic de drogue, d'armes et
dextorsion de fonds”. '

Aprés la publication de ce rapport la
police néerlandaise a procédé a des

rafles dans les milieux nationalistes

d’extréme droite turcs, arrétant 80
personnes. Les Loups Gris fournissent
le gros des combattants des Equipes
spéciales (Ozel Tim) sévissant au
Kurdistan, réputées pour leur férocité et
leur haine des Kurdes. Leurs militants
les plus endurcis (Alaettin Cakici,
Abdullah Catli, Oral Celik) ont été
recrutés par l’ex-ministre turc de
I'Intérieur dans “l'organisation
extrajudiciaire” chargée de “combattre




la terreur par les méthodes terroristes”
décrit par le chef de police H. Avci et &
qui sont imputés plusieurs milliers
d'assassinats politiques en Turquie ainsi
que des attentats contre les objectifs
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arméniens et kurdes en Europe.
Certains de leurs éléments, agissant 4 la
demande des services spéciaux turcs,
ont participé a la tentative du coup
d’Etat contre le président azerbaidjanais
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Aliev (considéré par les ultra-
nationalistes turcs comme moins pan-
turquiste que son prédécesseur
Elchibey) ainsi que dans la guerre de
Tchétchénie.

LE DEPARTEMENT D’ETAT AMERICAIN CONSTATE
ET DOCUMENTE “LA POURSUITE DES VIOLATIONS
DES DROITS DE L’HOMME EN TURQUIE EN 1996”

E Département d’Etat

ameéricain dans son rapport

annuel sur les droits de

'homme en 1996, rendu public

le 30 janvier, fait en 30 pages
un bilan exhaustif des violations des
droits de 'homme en Turquie. Le
gouvernement turc, qui avait procédé a
un toilettage juridique de quelques lois
répressives en 1995, s’est montré
incapable de faire de méme en 1996 et
“dans certains cas, la situation s'est
détériorée” affirme le rapport. En ce
qui concerne la situation dans le
Kurdistan le rapport note que “la
situation dans le Sud-Est était
particuliérement préoccupante. Le
gouvernement a depuis longtemps
privé la population kurde, située dans
sa majorité au Sud-Est, de ses droits
culturels et linguistiques élémentaires.
Dans sa lutte contre le PKK, le
gouvernement a déplacé de force un
grand nombre de non-combattants,
torturé des civils et restreint la liberté
d’expression. De son coté le PKK a
commis des violations d une grande
échelle et usé du terrorisme d’une fagon
réguliére contre les autorités et les
civils, qui sont kurdes pour la plupart”.
Le nombre des déplacés kurdes se
situerait autour de 3 millions de

personnes et quant aux villages évacués
par 'armée, le rapport cite les sources
du ministére des Affaires étrangéres qui
les évalue & 2600 villages et les
organisations des droits de 'homme
qui les évaluent a plus de 3000.
Toutefois, les violations des droits de
I'homme méme si elles ont été
commises en majorité dans le Sud-Est,
ne sont pas limitées a cette région. Les
assassinats extrajudiciaires, y compris
en détention, dus a 'usage excessif de
la torture, ont continué “avec un

rythme inquiétant” ajoute le rapport.
L’absence ou la rareté de poursuites
judiciaires & I'encontre des gardiens de
prison ou des policiers et la mise au secret
des détenus pendant la garde-a-vue de 15
a 30 jours, sans aucun de contact avec un
avocat, sont un facteur majeur dans
“lusage de la torture par la police et les
forces de sécurité” ajoute encore le
rapport. Le ministére des Affaires
étrangeres, dont Mme. Ciller est en
charge, considére ce rapport
“inacceptable” et “les allégations par
certaines ONG a létranger que la Turquie
harcele les défenseurs des droits de
'homme et les avocats sont inacceptables”
a encore ajouté le communiqué du
ministére des Affaires étrangéres, publié le
lendemain de la parution du rapport du
Département dEtat.

UN CHEF DE POLICE DECRIT
“L’ORGANISATION EXTRAJUDICIAIRE”
CHARGEE DE BASSES BESOGNES DE L’ETAT TURC

EPOSANT devant la Com-
mission d’enquéte parlemen-
taire, le 4 février, Hanefi Avci,
chef-adjoindu Bureau du
Renseignement de la
Direction générale de la Stireté, a fait
des révélations importantes sur ce qu’il
appelle lui-méme “l'organisation
extrajudiciaire de I'Etat”. Extraits:
“Nous avons réalisé qu'on ne pouvait
aller nulle part dans la lutte contre la
terreur en restant dans le cadre du

Droit. Pour cette raison, nous avons été
conduits @ créer une organisation hors
Droit (extrajudiciaire) en vue de
combattre la terreur et de recueillir des
renseignements. Nous avons opté pour
la régle d'anéantir la terreur par les
méthodes des terroristes. Cette décision
a été prise aux échelons supérieurs de
IEtat. Les principaux chefs de cette
organisation extrajudiciaire étaient
Mehmet Agar (directeur général de la
Streté) pour la police, Mehmet Eymiir




pour le Service des renseignements
(MIT, dont il dirige le Bureau de contre-
terreur), le commandant Ersever pour
les services de renseignements et
d’action de la gendarmerie (JITEM) et
le général Veli Kuguk pour l'armée.
Mehmet Agar était le coordinateur
politique de cette organisation jusqu'a
sa nomination au poste de ministre de
I'Intérieur. Les gens de JITEM ont été
les premiers d passer a l'action. De
nombreux meurtres “mystérieux” ont
été perpétrés dans le Sud-Est, touchant
en particulier les gens du DEP (Parti de
la démocratie, pro-kurde). J'ai alors
demandé a Ersever, du JITEM; “est-ce
bien vous qui faites ces choses?”. Il n'a
pas nié. Apres le JITEM, le MIT, puis la
Siireté se sont mis a utiliser ces
méthodes. Mehmet Agar a formé sa
propre équipe. L'un des membres de
cette équipe, Korkut Eken, a été chargé
de la direction des Ulkiicii (Ndt.
militants d’extréme droite, dits Loups
gris, de l'organisation fascisante du
Colonel Tiirkes) tandis que sa branche
policiére a été placée sous la direction
d'Ibrahim Sahin. Cette organisation a
progressivement échappé au contrile
de l'autorité politique. Elle s'est mise @
coopérer avec des organisations
criminelles illégales. Aprés avoir
combattu le PKK dans le Sud-Est, ces
gens ont étendu leurs activités d ['Ouest
du pays dans des affaires mafieuses et
crapuleuses”. Pour illustrer son propos,
M. Avci cite le général Kuguk qui a
formé dans la région de la Mer Noire
“des groupes qui rangonnent les gens”
et le baron de la mafia Alaettin Cakici
qui a pu, grace a I'entremise de I'époux
de Mme. Ciller, créer une banque avec
" un homme d'affaires de Bursa (Ndt. Les
barons de la mafia, pour blanchir leur
argent sale ont recours a la création de
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leur propre banque, a durée de vie
éphémere, généralement dans le nord
de Chypre sous occupation turque
devenue un véritable paradis du
blanchiment de I'argent de la drogue). Il
évoque aussi le cas d'un propriétaire de
télévision privée de Gazi Antep,
Mehmet Ali Yaprak, enlevé d’abord sur
ordre de Mehmet Agar par des gens de
son équipe, libéré contre le paiement

d’une forte rangon (de plusieurs

millions de marks) et enlevé ensuite par
les hommes du MIT d’Eymur, toujours
pour lui faire payer une rangon.

A la question des députés “Pourquoi
n'avez-vous pas informé les autorités
de ce que vous saviez 7" le responsable
policier répond amérement: “dénoncer
qui a qui? Voulez-vous que je dénonce
le directeur général de la Siireté (M.
Agar) au directeur général de la Siireté
?”. Confirmant que les gangsters et
mafiosi endurcis A. Cakici et A. Catli
travaillaient pour la Sdreté et pour le
MIT, A. Avei attribue les
développements récents de I'affaire des
gangs aux rivalités entre la Stireté et le
MIT et plus particuliérement entre les
clans Agar, Eymir et Eken. Ces
scandales lui paraissent la partie visible
de l'iceberg. “Je ne crois pas que vous
arriverez a déméler ces affaires sans
remonter au sommet du pouvoir”
lance-t-il aux députés pour conclure sa
déposition. Ces derniers se gardent de
lui poser des questions sur I'identité des
gens du “sommet du pouvoir”.

Ces révélations qualifiées de “terribles”
par le quotidien Hiirriyet du 6 février
auraient, dans tout autre pays,
provoqué une véritable crise politique
Voila donc un chef de police qui
reconnait devant les députés I'existence
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d'une “organisation extrajudiciaire”
créée “sur décision des échelons
supérieurs de '’Etat” impliquée dans
plusieurs milliers d'assassinats et des
affaires crapuleuses de racket, de
rangons, de trafic de drogue, dont les
chefs et les principaux animateurs
nommément désignés ne sont
nullement inquiétés, alors que la justice
turque veut condamner & la peine
capitale deux jeunes Kurdes coupables
d'avoir décroché le drapeau turc dans la
salle du congrés d'un parti pro-kurde.

Cette “organisation extrajudiciaire”
semble posséder une influence
considérable au sein des principaux
rouages de I'Etat. Deux journalistes de
Milliyet qui ont voulu enquéter sur 'un
de ses exécuteurs au Kurdistan,
Mahmut Yildirim, dit Yesil (le Vert),
accusé de plusieurs dizaines
d’assassinats politiques, I'ont appris &
leurs dépens. Extraits de leur reportage
paru dans le numéro du 31 janvier de ce
quotidien: “ Nous sommes arrivés vers
16h a Solhan, pays de Yesil, sans
révéler @ personne l'objet de notre
visite. Le maire de la bourgade nous
avait promis son hospitalité et le
commandant de la gendarmerie local
“son aide en cas de difficulté”. Aprés
avoir traversé des rues vides, nous
arrivons dans le bureau d'un
journaliste local. A peine deux minutes
plus tard, le téléphone sonne et on nous
demande. Une voix que nous ne
connaissons pas et parlant un turc
parfait nous menace: “Je suis un
citoyen. Je sais depuis Istanbul que
vous étes venus dans cette bourgade
pour Yesil. Si vous remuez cette affaire,
vous finirez mal. Si vous ne quittez pas
immédiatement cette bourgade, il vous
arrivera des choses terribles. Personne




ne pourra vous sauver”. Nul ne savait
qu'on était des journalistes car nous
n‘avions pas encore eu l'occasion de
discuter avec les gens (..) Le lendemain
matin, nous sommes allés d la mairie
et a la sous-préfecture. Le maire avait
l'air de nous en vouloir avant méme de
nous avoir rencontrés. Dans la rue, les
gens nous étaient hostiles et nous
étions constamment suivis par des
voitures immatriculées @ Ankara.
Quelques habitants courageux nous
ont appris sous le couvert de
'anonymat, comment les tueurs
recrutés par Yesil, dextraction pauvre,
sont devenus des propriétaires de
plusieurs Renaults 19 et de stations
d’essence. Devant des récits qui
donnent le frisson dans le dos, nous
sommes allés a la gendarmerie pour
connaitre sa version. Personne ne
voulait nous recevoir. Le lendemain
matin, nous étions convoqués d 8h au
bureau du maire qui n’avait
visiblement pas dormi de la nuit et qui
nous a demandé de quitter
immédiatement la ville pour éviter le
pire. “Vous étes en grand danger, je ne
pourrais pas vous protéger”.
Stupéfaits, nous avons tout de suite
pris la route de Mus. Tout au long de
cette route de 56 Km, nous avons été
suivis de prés par un véhicule gris
immatriculée d Ankara. Logés d la
maison des instituteurs, nous allions,
aprés quelques heures de repos, sortir
pour diner. Le portier nous fixant des
yeux stupéfaits, nous demande: “Qui
étes-vous donc! Pourquoi la police
demande a chaque minute de vos
nouvelles?”

Confirmant & sa maniére les révélations
du chef de police Avci, un baron de la
mafia turc, Nurettin Giiven, exilé a
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Londres, dénonce dans le quotidien
Hiirriyet et sur la chaine de télévision
privée Kanal D “La liste rouge des
hommes a abattre” par 'organisation
spéciale turque. I affirme que son
compatriote O. Topal, patron des salles
de jeux, a été enlevé par I'équipe de
Mehmet Agar, qu'il a payé une rangon
de $ 17 millions et qu'il a été malgré
cela abattu alors méme que Agar était
ministre de I'Intérieur, probablement
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parce que “la rangon a paru
insuffisante a ces gens cupides”. 1l
raconte aussi comment, au temps de sa
collaboration avec la police, il a pu avoir
un passeport de service (réservé en
principe aux hauts fonctionnaires de
P'ftat) pour mener  bien ses affaires
(de trafic de drogue) alors que la justice
frangaise I'avait déja condamné par
contumace a 16 ans de prison pour
trafic de stupéfiants.

DANS LE PROCES HADEP, LE PROCUREUR
REQUIERT 2 CONDAMNATIONS A MORT
ET 42 CONDAMNATIONS A DES PEINES
ALLANT DE 15 ANS A 22,6 ANS DE RECLUSION

E procés intenté aux 47

dirigeants du Parti populaire

de la démocratie (HADEP),

pro-kurde, approche de sa fin.

Au cours de l'audience du 14
février devant la Cour de Sireté de
Itat d'Ankara, le procureur Nuh Mete
Yuksel a requis la peine capitale pour
“trahison & la patrie” & I'encontre des
prévenus Faysal Akcan et G. Mordeniz.
Le premier est accusé d'avoir, le 23 juin
1996, lors du 2éme congrés du HADEP,
décroché le drapeau turc se trouvant sur
un mur de la salle du congrés et
accroché a sa place un drapeau du PKK
ainsi qu'un portrait d’A. Ocalan, chef de
cette organisation. Le second est accusé
par le procureur d’avoir “ordonné cette
action de haute trahison”. Le procureur
demande par ailleurs la condamnation
4 22,6 ans de prison de 23 dirigeants du
HADEP, dont son président Murat
Bozlak, pour “constitution d'une
organisation illégale”, et la
condamnation 4 15 ans de prison de 19
autres responsables du HADEP pour

“appartenance d une organisation
illégale’. Pour le procureur, la cause est
entendue: le HADEP est la branche
politique du PKK. Et pour preuves, il
cite des publications saisies au siége de
ce parti ainsi que des “aveux des
repentis” communiqués par la police
sans qu'aucun d’entre eux n’apparaisse
devant la Cour pour confirmer ces
déclarations ou étre confrontés aux
prévenus. Autres preuves du “complot
séparatiste” des prévenus: “leurs
déclarations en faveur de la paix et
contre la guerre sale’, les discours en
kurde au cours du congrés, la
revendication en faveur de
I'enseignement du kurde; dénonciation
du colt de la guerre. “La Turquie est
une chemise ot les Turcs se sentent a
létroit. Il n'est pas possible d'arracher
une piéce a cette chemise. Il n’y a pas
de place dans les frontiéres de la
Turquie tracées par le Pacte national
d’Atatiirk a des délires sur l'éducation
en kurde et la fédération” affirme le
procureur, dans son réquisitoire, avant




d’ajouter: “En demandant l'arrét de

* leffusion de sang, de mettre un terme a

la guerre sale qui absorbe une grande
partie du budget, les dirigeants du
Hadep cherchent en fait a légitimer le
PKK et a le présenter comme un
{interlocuteur. Or la seule condition de
la paix est que le chef des bandits se
rende avec sa bande. Les prévenus
n'ont jamais évoqué cette condition.
Nous allons, bien entendu, faire des

sacrifices et dépenser tout ce qui est’
nécessaire jusqu'a ce que les bandits

soient anéantis. S'il le faut, tout le
budget de I’Etat sera mis a la
disposition de la grande armée turque
et des forces de sécurité pour qu'elles

*accomplissent leur devoir d’assurer

l'unité indivisible de notre territoire et
de notre nation”. Aprés ce réquisitoire,
qui se passe de commentaires, la Cour,
par la voix de son président, D.
Karadeniz, a estimé “lourdes” les
réquisitions du procureur. Elle
souhaiterait juger 42 prévenus daide a
des membres d’une organisation
illégale (PKK), crime passible de 3 4 5
ans de prison. Quant-aux deux
principaux prévenus incriminés dans
'incident du drapeau, ils seront
poursuivis pour “appartenance @
organisation illégale” et pourraient
étre condamnés a 10 ans de réclusion.
Aprés-avoir rejeté les demandes de
citations de témoins présentées par la
défense, la Cour a renvoyé au 14 mars la
prochaine audience au cours de laquelle
les prévenus pourront présenter leur
défense en fonction de la nouvelle
qualification des chefs d’accusation
sous lesquels ils seront jugés. Le verdict
pourrait intervenir soit le 14 mars, soit
a l'issue d'une audience ultime
quelques semaines plus tard. Ainsi, le
scénario appliqué lors du procés des
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députés kurdes du DEP est suivi jusqu'a
la caricature pour décapiter cette fois-ci
le HADEP et interdire aux Kurdes toute
possibilité de combat politique légal et
pacifique. Dans un Etat de droit, la
justice cherche a établir la vérité sur les
faits reprochés aux prévenus et a les
juger en fonction des faits établis,
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incontestables. Dans le systéme turc, les
Cours de Sireté décident, en fonction
des instructions regues du Conseil de
sécurité nationale, pour combien

“d’années mettre en prison tel ou tel

Kurde indésirable et puis les juges
trouvent les qualifications corres-
pondant a ces peines. ° '

LES CONFESSIONS DE L’UN DES ASSASSINS
" DU POETE MUSA ANTER

§ OETE, dramaturge et écrivain
humaniste kurde Musa Anter

avait été assassiné a 1'age 74

ans le 20 septembre 1992 &
Diyarbakir o il se trouvait

pour participer & un festival culturel. Sa
mort avait suscité une vive émotion en
Turquie et les autorités polifiques
avaient-promis d’arréter rapidement
“les auteurs de ce lache assassinat”
tandis que les Kurdes montraient du
doigt I'ftat turc. Finalement, encouragé
par le climat de déballage qui se
développe depuis 'affaire de Susurluk,
un dénommé Murat Ipek, dans des
déclarations a plusieurs quotidiens
(Radikal, Yeni Yiizyil, Ozgiir Politika et
Demokrasi du 11 février) avoue étre 'un
de ses assassins. Extraits de ses aveux:
“Aprés avoir essayé vainement
pendant toute la soirée du premier jour
ol nous avions regu des instructions de
l'amener d'obtenir un rendez-vous de
Musa Anter, nous sommes revenus d la
charge le lendemain avec un mot
d’Alaettin Kanat (repenti du PKK
employé par les escadrons de la mort
de la police). Aprés un certain temps,
Musa Anter a accepté notre demande
d'entrevue, il est venu d la réception de
son hdtel avec quelqu’un (Orhan

Miroglu). A la sortie de Uhétel, je l'ai
fait monter dans une voiture. Nous
étions précédés par une voiture a bord
de laqielle se trouvait A. Kanat et
suivis d'un autre véhicule; Ala sortie de
Diyarbakir, nous avons bifurqué en
direction d’Ergani. Aprés un certain
temps, nous nous sommes arrétés. A.
Kanat est monté dans notre voiture. En
le voyant, Musa Anter a compris ce qui
se passait car il connaissait Kanat. Il
s’est penché la téte et s’est tu. Son
compagnon discutait avec nous. Notre
voiture-s'est engagée dans la route de
Silvan. Aprés un moment, on s'est
arrété. Kanat a pris le bras de Musa
Anter. Anter nous a dit alors: “les
enfants, vous faites une erreur”. Ils
étaient devant, nous les suivions. Apreés
avoir marché quelque temps, nous

“avons regu le signal. A. Kanat a tiré la

premiére balle dans la téte de Musa
Anter. Puis, a notre tour, nous avons
tiré. Anter a été tué de 4 balles et
Miroglu s'est mis d fuir, nous avons tiré
dans sa direction. Les sentinelles d'un
camp militaire proche ont tiré en lair.
Pris de panique, nous sommes montés
dans notre voiture et nous avons repris
la route de Silvan. Nous nous somrmes
arrétés devant la Faculté de médecine




de l'université Dicle. Aprés un bref
intervalle, des policiers en civil sont
venus @ bord d'un minibus rouge. Nous
sommes montés dans le minibus et les
policiers ont pris notre voiture. Puis,
nous nous sommes éloignés des lieux.
Nous avons au total utilisé trois
véhicules pour cette opération. L'un
d’eux était volé, les deux autres
appartenaient d l'armée. Nos armes
étaient fournies par la police”.

Affirmant appartenir & un escadron de
22 tueurs dirigé par A. Kanat, qui regoit
lui-méme ses ordres de “Yesil”
responsable de JITEM et du super-
préfet régional, M. Ipek donne les
détails suivants sur quelques-unes des
opérations auxquelles il a participé:
“Aprés le Newroz (NDLR. Le nouvel an
kurde célébré le 21 mars) de 1992 Unal
Erkan (NDLR. Super-préfet régional)
était venu @ Sirnak. La population était
rassemblée dans le stadium. Puis, il a
demandé “qui sont les meneurs de ces
événements ?”. Les policiers ont
répondu: Biseng Anik. “Faites-le
disparditre” a-t-il ordonné. Et comme
je venais d’étre recruté, ils ont voulu
me mettre & I'épreuve en me confiant
cette mission. Le domicile de B. Anik
est devant la mosquée. Avec des
policiers en civil, nous sommes allés le
chercher. Au commissariat, ils l'ont
torturé. Ils ont taillé son dos et la
plante de ses pieds avec des lames de
rasoir. On m’a donné un fusil G3 se
trouvant au commissariat et j'ai tué B.
Anik avec une seule balle tirée dans sa
téte avec ce fusil. Quelques mois plus
tard, le 18 aofit 1992, nous avons
exécuté U'avocat A. Rahim Demir et
Mehmet Ertak. Le directeur
départemental de la Siireté N. Altintas
nous avait dit que le frére ainé de M.
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Ertak était dans le maquis et qu’il
fallait de ce fait le tuer. Nous l'avons
embarqué dans un Panzer et lamené
en dehors de la ville prés de la mine de
charbon ot nous lavons débarqué et
tué. Puis, nous l'avons vétu d'une tenue
de guérillero, mis une Kalashnikov
entre ses mains et annoncé que nous
venions de tuer un terroriste”.

M. Ipek affirme que son chef direct, A.
Kanat, vit actuellement dans le secteur
résidentiel militaire de Diyarbakir. I} est
au service du capitaine de gendarmerie
Ersin Bacaksiz qui commande aussi a
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un autre escadron de la mort dirigé par
un certain Cemil. C'est cet escadron qui
a enlevé le ler octobre 1996 quatre
instituteurs du village Hantepe qu'il a
sommairement assassinés ajoute-t-il.
Ce quadruple assassinat, survenu le
jour méme du lancement de la
campagne d’Amensty International sur
les violations des droits de 'homme en
Turquie, avait été attribué par Ankara
au PKK qui l'avait aussitot rejeté. Les
organisations turques des droits de
Thomme avaient été empéchées par les
autorités de mener une enquéte
indépendante sur cette affaire.

L’ARMEE TURQUE SE CLASE PARMI
LES DIX PLUS GRANDES DU MONDE

ELON une étude réalisée par

World Strategic Information

Institute I'armée turque, forte de

780.000 hommes, est la dixiéme

armée la lus nombreuse du
monde. Avec 16 sous-marins la Marine
turque est la neuviéme du monde tandis
que par ses 4280 chars 'armée de terre
occupe la cinquieme place.

Selon le Turkish Daily News du 14
janvier qui publie cette information,
I'armée turque est engagée dans un
vaste projet de modernisation de ses
armements. Le cofit de ce projet est
évalué a 150 milliards de dollars pour
les 25 prochaines années. Au cours de
cette période, 'armée de terre disposera
de 60 milliards de dollars, I'armée de
l'aire de $65 milliards et la marine de
$25 milliards. L'état-major turc indique
qu'il a déja progammé 1523 projets d’un
colit total de $67 milliards d'ici I'an
2004.

En Turquie malgré la grave crise
économique, malgreé le niveau de vie
frolant la misére de la majorité de la
population, I'état-major de I'armée fixe
souverainement le budjet de ses projets
d’armement pour les années & venir,
sans débat parlementaire. Et aucun
gouvernement civil n’a le courage de
mettre en cause cet état de fait. C'est
dans le cadre de ce vaste programme
que Ankara a signé avec Eurocopter un
contrat de 430 millions de dollards. Un
accord de principe sur les grandes
lignes de ce projet avait été conclu en
juin 1995 entre le président frangais
Chirac et 'ancien Premier ministre turc
Tansu Ciller. Aprés la chute du
gouvernement Ciller, les termes de
Paccord ont été changés et les deux
parties se sont mis d’accord sur une
production conjointe en Turquie. C'est
sur cette base que le groupe franco-
allemand  Eurocopter, filiale
d’Aérospatiale, a signé jeudi 13 février, a




Ankara, un contrat de 430 millions de
dollars pour la vente et la coproduction
en Turquie de 30 hélicoptéres Cougar
AS-532 MK1. Cet accord prévoit I'achat
direct par la Turquie de deux premiers
appareils qui seront livrés en juillet
1999, les 28 autres seront fabriqués
conjointement dans les usines de la
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compagnie Turkish . Aerospace
Industries (TAI). Cette compagnie
assemble également des chasseurs F-16
aux termes d’un accord avec la firme
américaine Lockheed Martin. La
Turquie s'engage maintenant dans des
négociations avec la France pour la
coproduction des missiles Exocet.

AINSI QUE...

+ COPENHAGUE POURSUIT
ANKARA DEVANT LA COUR
EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE
L’HOMME. A la suite de I'arrestation
d’un citoyen danois d’origine kurde,
Kemal Koc, pendant un mois et demi,
suivie de l'arrestation et de I'expulsion
d’un député danois qui avait assisté au
procés de celui-ci, le Danemark a décidé
de poursuivre la Turquie devant la Cour
européenne des droits de I’homme.
Selon Copenhague, le ressortissant
danois, Kemal Koc, a été détenu et
torturé par les autorités turques durant
son arrestation, au cours de 1'été 1996.
Le ministre danois des Affaires
étrangeéres, Niels Helveg Petersen, a
précisé 4 la presse que cette démarche
serait effectuée mardi & Strasbourg,
siége de la Cour. Il espére une
instruction rapide de ce dossier. Il s'agit
d’une violaﬁon de I'article 3 de la
Convention européenne des droits de
I’Homme, interdisant I'usage de la
torture, a estimé M. Helveg Petersen,
indiquant qu’Ankara avait été prévenu
vendredi, 3 janvier 1997, de la
démarche danoise.

* LA LIVRE TURQUE, APRES LE
KWANZA ANGOLAIS, EST LA
MONNAIE LA PLUS DEPRECIEE
DU MONDE. C'est ce que montre un

classement portant sur la valeur
d’échange par rapport au dollar de 203
monnaies nationales actuellement en
circulation dan le monde que publie le
quotidien Milliyet du 14 janvier. La livre
turque arrive juste avant derniére devant le
kwanza angolais. Actuellement un dollar
vaut 209. 925 kwanza et 110. 630 livres
turques, contre 0, 47 livre chypriote, 247
drachmes grecques, 24 livres syriennes, 24
dinars irakiens, 3000 rials iraniens, 446
drams arméniens ou 5585 roubles russes,
pour prendre l'exemple des voisins
géographiques de la Turquie. A I'heure
ot la dépréciation constante de la
monnaie turque oblige la Banque
centrale d’Ankara a émettre des billets
de 5 millions de livres, la presse
reproche aux autorités de ne pas réagir
a Y'image déplorable du pays et de sa
monnaie. Et les humoristes ajoutent:
“notre régime a peut-étre échoué dans
beaucoup de domaines, mais il peut se
prévaloir d’au moins d’un succes
incontesté: nous sommes l'un des rares
pays du monde ou le plus pauvre des
citoyens est multimillionnaire!” Le bas
niveau de vie fait de la Turquie I'un des
pays le moins cher pour le tourisme. En
1996, selon l'estimation du ministre du
tourisme, rendue poublique le 6 janvier,
8,6 millions de touristes sont venus en
Turquie.
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Selon le ministre, cette affluence

- touristique a apporté entre 6 et 6,5

milliards de dollars en devises a
I'économie turque. Ce chiffre, en nette
augmentation par rapport aux années
précédentes, représente cependant tout
juste le quart des 25 milliards de
dollars que la Turquie tire de son
role de “pays de transit” du trafic
international de drogue, selon
I'estimation qu'un haut dirigeant des
services de renseignements turcs
“MIT”, Mehmet Eymiir, cité par le
quotidien Hiirriyet du 27 décembre
1996, a avancé lors de son audition
devant la Commission d’enquéte du
Parlement turc.

» LA POPULATION PENITEN-
TIAIRE EN TURQUIE. Selon les
données rendues publiques par le
ministére de la Justice, au ler 1997 la
Turquie comptait 56 082 détenus dans
ses 562 prisons. 24 992 de ces derniers
sont en détention préventive dans
I’attente de la conclusion de leurs
proces. Les prisonniers politiques, au
nombre de 9241, constituent environ
un cinquiéme de la population
pénitentiaire du pays. Le ministére
classe 523 de ces prisonniers politiques
a droite, les 8713 restants a gauche.
2920 prisonniers politiques ont été
jugés, 6321 sont en détention
préventive.

» PARUTION DE LA TRADUC-
TION ALLEMANDE DES “ECRITS
DE PRISON” DE LEYLA ZANA. Les
“Ecrits de prison”, parus d’abord en
francais, en novembre 1995, aux
éditions des Femmes, viennent d’étre
publiés en allemand sous le titre “Eine
Kurdin meldet sich zu Wort Leyla
Zana, Briefe und Schriften aus dem
Gefdngnis” aux éditions Montage




Verlag, Dotlingen, Allemagne, 122p.
L'édition anglaise des “Ecrits de
prison”, actuellement en cours de
réalisation, paraitra en automne
prochain au Etat-Unis. Le 25 avril 1997
4 9h aura lieu & Strasbourg 'audience
de la Cour européenne des droits de
'homme sur la premiére partie de
Vaffaire de Leyla Zana et de ses amis. La
Cour statuera d’abord sur la légalité et
la durée excessive ( de 12 4 15 jours) de
la garde-a-vue et sur la détention
préventive des députés kurdes. Ensuite,
dans quelques mois, elle examinera le
fond de laffaire, a savoir la
compatibilité du verdict des tribunaux
turcs avec la Convention européenne
des droits de 'homme dont la Turquie
est consignataire.

« LE CONSEIL DE SECURITE
NATIONALE PRECONISE DES
MESURES D’INTERDICTION
“DES £EMISSIONS ET PUBLI-
CATIONS SEPARATISTES”.
Considéré comme le “super
gouvernement” de la Turquie, le Conseil
de sécurité nationale, 3 dominante
militaire, s’est réuni le 27 janvier a
Ankara sous la présidence de M.
Demirel. D’aprés le communiqué rendu
public & I'issue de cette réunion qui a
duré 4,5 h, trois sujets ont été débattus:
les conséquences de la mise en cause du
gouvernement turc par plusieurs pays
européens (Allemagne, Grande-
Bretagne, France et Pays-Bas), dans le
trafic de drogue; la situation & Chypre et
les mesures & prendre pour interdire
'accés au territoire turc des
“publications et émissions destructives
et séparatistes”. Sur le premier sujet, le
CSN a entendu un rapport du directeur
de la Sfireté générale vantant “la lutte
exemplaire de ses services contre la
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drogue” qui auraient au cours des deux
derniéres années saisi le tiers de
I'ensemble de 1'héroine saisie par les
polices européennes. Ensuite, le CSN a
adopté des “mesures fermes”
concernant Chypre qui seront
appliquées quel que soit le
gouvernement car ‘la question
chypriote reléve de la politique
nationale de la Turquie”. Enfin, le
Conseil aprés avoir entendu les rapports
du ministre des télécommunications sur
“les mesures légales, administratives et
techniques @ prendre contre toute
émission électromagnétique, y compris
des émissions de radio et de télévision,
destructives, séparatistes et illégales
diffusées a partir de la Turquie ou de
lextérieur”. Le CSN demande la
modification a bref délai de la loi 3984
sur la radiodiffusion afin d'autoriser le
Conseil supérieur de radiotélévision a
“fermer les radios et les télévisions
diffusant des émissions a caractére
séparatiste et destructif’. En ce qui
concerne les radiotélévisions émettant
de l'extérieur de la Turquie, la Direction
générale des communications sans fil
est chargée de les brouiller afin de les
rendre inaccessibles aux habitants de la
Turquie. Sous ces généralités, le régime
turc vise d’une part les télévisions
privées turques qui de temps a autre
organisent des débats sur la question
kurde ou sur “la situation dans le Sud-
Est”, d'autre part MED-TV, chaine de
télévision kurde émettant par satellite &
partir d'Europe et qui est regardée par
nombre de Kurdes. Le 11 février, Necati
Bilican, le super-préfet des provinces
kurdes, lors de sa visite en compagnie
du général Altan Tokat dans la province
de Hakkari a déclaré  ce sujet : “Nous
poursuivons nos travaux pour purifier
les citoyens de cette région des

Bulletin de Uaison et d'information « 173 s

émissions séparatistes et des
programmes destructifs contre lunité
indivisible du pays. Pour empécher des
émissions sales restant en dehors des
émissions nationales, les antennes
paraboliques peuvent étre interdites si
nécessaires” a-t-il déclaré. Depuis, la
police demande aux vendeurs
d’antennes paraboliques de lui
communiquer les noms et adresses des
acheteurs de ce matériel.

+ 154 JOURNALISTES VICTIMES
DE VIOLENCES POLICIERES,
SELON REPORTERS SANS
FRONTIERES. Au cours d'une
conférence de presse, tenue mardi 4
février a Istanbul, Reporters Sans
Frontiéres affirme que “154 journalistes
membres de la presse d'opposition ont
été victimes des violences policiéres en
1996 dont un, Metin Goktepe, a été
battu @ mort”. “31 journalistes ont été
torturés en détention, 53 interpellés
avec brutalité et 69 agressés, menacés
ou harcelés par la police” ajoute encore
le rapport. La torture en détention est
exercée comme “moyen d'intimidation”
a 'encontre des journalistes pro-kurdes
et d’une presse considérée par le
gouvernement comme “hostile”. Le
procés des policiers accusés du meurtre
du journaliste Metin Goktepe,
initialement intenté & Istanbul, lieu du
meurtre, s'était ouvert une premiére
fois le 18 octobre dernier 4 Aydin, a8 600
km & l'ouest d’Istanbul, officiellement
pour des raisons de sécurité. Ce procés
devait se poursuivre le 6 février et cette
fois dans la ville d’Afyon a 300 km
d’Istanbul. S’exprimant au nom de
Reporters sans frontiéres, M. Jean
Chichizola a déclaré que son organisme
était “inquiet du fait que le lieu du
procés a été changé deux fois, de ville




en ville”, et “du fait qu'un an aprés son
ouverture, il n'en sera qu'a sa deuxiéme
audience” le 6 février et que “Reporters
sans frontiéres veut croire d un procés
équitable, impartial et rapide”.

+ DES KURDES SONT UTILISES
COMME DES DETECTEURS
HUMAINS DANS DES OPERATI-
ONS DE DEMINAGE. Clest ce qu'a
déclaré, le 19 février, le député de
Batman Musa Okcu au nom de la
Commission parlementaire des droits
de ’homme du Parlement turc appelée
a mener une enquéte sur cette affaire.
L'affaire a eu lieu 4 la fin du mois de
décembre dernier lorsque des soldats
turcs ont contraint une cinquantaine
d’hommes du village de Tekevler, dans
le district de Sason, de les devancer
dans leurs opérations de déminage dans
cette région. Interrogé par Reuters, M.
Okcu a déclaré que “les villageois m'ont
expliqué que les forces de sécurité les
ont forcés d'étre leurs détecteurs
humains”. Les villageois ont porté
plainte auprés du sous-préfet de Sason
qui leur a déclaré: “Je ne suis pas
compétent pour intervenir dans les
affaires des militaires”. Selon le
quotidien Ozgiir Politika du 20 février,
le 31 janvier des habitants des villages
Gundé N et Kelhesna, toujours dans le
district de Sason, ont subi le méme
sort.Ces paysans ont tous un point
commmun: leur refus de devenir des
protecteurs de village, malgré la menace
de destruction de leurs villages par
'armée. Celle-ci semble vouloir les
punir en les utilisant comme des
cobayes.

+ DEUX CHAINES DE TELEVI-
SION CONDAMNEES POUR
AVOIR DIFFUSE DES REVE-
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LATIONS SUR LE TRAFIC DE
DROGUE. Le Conseil supérieur de
Yaudiovisuel de Turquie a, le 24 février,
condamné les chaines de télévision
privée Kanal D et Show TV a une
interdiction de diffusion d’une journée
pour avoir interviewé un baron de la
drogue, H. Baybasin. Ce dernier,
menacé de mort et actuellement réfugié
aux Pays-Bas, avait, dans ces interviews
diffusées, le 29 décembre 1996, fait des
révélations retentissantes sur les
ministres, hommes politiques et
responsables de forces de sécurité
turques impliqués dans le trafic de
I'héroine. I avait en particulier expliqué
comment depuis le début des années
1980 de hauts responsables policiers les
avaient recrutés, organisés et protégés
pour ce trafic, comment des voitures
officielles et des passeports
diplomatiques avaient été mis & leur
disposition. Parmi les complices de ce
trafic, le chef de police Agar, devenu
plus tard ministre de la justice, puis
ministre de I'Intérieur, un ministre

d'Etat, un neveu du président Demirel,

le super-préfet des provinces kurdes et
plusieurs policiers et militaires de haut
rang. A I'appui de ses dires, Baybasin
avait produit dans les médias turcs, a
une chaine de télévision allemande et
devant la justice néerlandaise des
photos le montrant en compagnie de ces
hauts responsables de IEtat ture. Sans
se prononcer sur la véracité de ces
allégations, le Conseil supérieur de
I'Audiovisuel turc condamne les deux
chaines privées pour atteinte a la
réputation de I'Etat. En conséquence,
Show TV devra cesser ses émissions le
13 mars & partir de minuit pour 24h et
Kanal D est condamné 4 la méme peine
pour le 14 mars. Par ailleurs, le Conseil
turc a condamné la télévision locale de
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Diyarbakir, Metro TV, & un mois de
suspension de diffusion pour avoir
permis “des émissions de nature a
inciter la société a la violence, a la
terreur,  la discrimination ethnique et
4 des sentiments de haine”. Sok Radio,
radio locale d’Igel, sur la céte
méditerranéenne a été également
interdite de diffusion pendant un mois
pour “des émissions faisant 1'éloge du
séparatisme et dénigrant les forces de
sécurité”. Ces condamnations
interviennent a la suite des mesures
adoptées en décembre dernier par le
Conseil de sécurité nationale pour “une
surveillance plus étroite des médias”.
Dans le cadre de cette politique, la
police et les soldats ont saisi et détruit
des centaines d'antennes paraboliques
dans les provinces kurdes arguant
qu'elles étaient utilisées pour capter les
émissions en kurde de Med-TV. Par
ailleurs, le quotidien Ozgiir Politika
publie dans son numéro du 27 février
des extraits d'une circulaire
“confidentielle” du Conseil de sécurité
nationale enjoignant aux autorités
civiles et militaires de “faire taire” 22
journaux et revues, 19 groupes de
musique, 14 centres culturels, 11
associations, 11 radios locales et de
surveiller de prés certaines émissions de
débats, des chaines de télévision
privées, d'interdire le passage sur les
antennes des télévisions d’Etat de
certains intellectuels et artistes
suspectés de sympathies pro-
séparatistes, comme Yachar Kemal, les
journalistes M. Ali Birand et C. Candan
ou les chanteuses Melike Demirag et
Sezen Aksu. La circulaire donne a cté
du nom de chaque publication,
association ou groupe a faire taire un
motif sommaire pour lequel il faudrait
le faire taire ou entraver ses activités.




Par ailleurs, selon le Conseil de la
presse, une association de défense des
droits des journalistes basée & Istanbul,
le bilan des atteintes contre les
journalistes et les organes de presse du
seul mois de février est comme suit: 2
revues saisies; perquisition par la police
dans les locaux d'un journal et d'une
chaine de télévision; huit radios et
chaines de télévision interdites de
diffusion et un journaliste attaqué.

« MME. CILLER £ECHAPPE UNE
NOUVELLE FOIS A LA COUR
SUPREME. A trois reprises, le mardi
18 et le mercredi 19 février, le
Parlement turc a rejeté par 270 contre
263 voix I'envoi de Mme. Ciller devant
la Haute Cour. La motion déposée au
vote par l'opposition devant le
Parlement portait sur les malversations
dans P'administration de la compagnie
d'électricité Tedas ainsi que sur celles
relevées dans la vente de parts
étatiques de la compagnie automobile
Tofas datant de 'époque ot Mme. Ciller
était Premier ministre. Ainsi, le parti de
la prospérité du Premier ministre
Erbakan, qui avait pourtant mené sa
campagne électorale sur le théme de la
lutte anticorruption, a joint ses voix a
celles de ses partenaires du DYP de
Mme. Ciller pour disculper celle-ci.
Cette alliance cynique est de plus en
plus mal ressentie par I'opinion
publique turque. Pour se faire entendre
une campagne civile a été lancé le ler
février intitulée “une minute dans le
noir pour faire la lumiére”; 21 heures
précises, des lumiéres s'éteignent dans
I'ensemble de la Turquie. Ce
mouvement populaire prends de plus
en plus d’ampleur; dans les grandes
villes les gens descendent dans les rues
pour accompagner leur minute
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d’obscurité d’une cacophonie de
couvercles de casserole, de Klaxons et
de sifflet, empruntés aux manifestants
de Belgrade. Par ailleurs, le Parlement
turc a rejeté, le 25 février, une autre
motion de censure présentée par deux
partis d’opposition, le CHP de Deniz
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Baykal et DSP de Biilent Ecevit, contre
le gouvernement de coalition. Les
députés ont rejeté par 281 voix contre
246 cette motion accusant le
gouvernement de “protéger les
mouvements menagant la structure
laique de I'ftat ",

[

EN BREF, LA REVUE DE PRESSE

LA MEMOIRE MEURTRIE DE MAHABAD.
CINQUANTE ANS APRES 1A
DISSOLUTION DE LA REPUBLIQUE
KURDE. Ville maudite de I'Iran, sous les
islamistes comme sous le chah, pour s'étre
érigée en République autonome kurde au
lendemain de la seconde guerre mondiale,
ce gros bourg rural de soixante mille
habitants demeure sous haute surveillance
militaire. Isolée administrativement de la
province du Kurdistan, asphyxiée
économiquement, niée culturellement,
dépouillée de son identité et de son histoire,
'ancienne cité-symbole de
l'indépendantisme kurde n'est plus qu'un
obscur exemple de la répression ordinaire
subie en permanence par les Kurdes d'Iran
et dailleurs. QUATORZE MOIS
D’AUTONOMIE. (Le Monde, Diplomatique,
janvier 1997), p. 1-3.

TURCS ET KURDES RECONCILIES PAR
LE CINEMA. (Le Monde, Diplomatique,
janvier 1997), p. 3-4.

OUVERTURE D'UNE BRANCHE
D'AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL A IZMIR.
(Turkish Daily News, 1janvier 1997), p. 4.

UNION DES JOURNALISTES: 1996 ETAIT
UNE MAUVAISE ANNEE. (Turkish Daily
News, 1janvier 1997), p. 4.

I’AMBASSADEUR TURC KANDEMIR:
“ EN 1997 NOUS DEVONS DEPLOYER
DES EFFORTS POUR AVOIR UN BON

PARTENARIAT RENFORCE AVEC LES

ETATS-UNIS. *. (Turkish Daily News, 1°¥
janvier 1997), p. 5-6.

LES TROUPES TURQUES A LA
POURSUITE DES KURDES. (Turkish Daily
News, 1janvier 1997), p. 7.

LA POLICE S’EN PREND A UNE
DELEGATION A LICE. (Turkish Daily
News, 1janvier 1997), p. 7.

LE PKK ATTAQUE UNE STATION DE
RADIO DANS LE SUD-EST. (The
Washington Post, 2 janvier 1997), p. 8.

LA VALISE DE CILLER FAMILIERE A * LA
DOUANE . (Turkish Daily News, 2 janvier
1997), p. 9-10.

PERTES ELEVEES DU PKK LORS DE
L'INCURSION TURQUE DANS LE NORD
DE L'IRAK. (Turkish Daily News, 2 janvier
1997), p. 10.

TURQUIE-IRAK-KURDES CENT
SEPARATISTES KURDES TUES PAR
L’ARMEE TURQUE, SELON UN
NOUVEAU BILAN. Appuyées par un
soutien aérien, les troupes turques ont
détruit trois camps du PKK dans la région
de Sinath selon un communiqué de I'Etat-
major turc. (A.F.P., 2 jauvier 1997), p. 10 -
11, 11-12.

IRAK-TURQUIE : BAGDAD CRITIQUE




ANKARA ET WASHINGTON POUR
L’OPERATION MILITAIRE TURQUE. La
Turquie “a déjd essayé les opérations
militaires, qui ne lui ont jamais assuré la
sécurité” selon le quotidien as-Saoura,
organe du parti Baas au pouvoir, qui a
“dénoncé et rejeté” I'opération de I'armée

turque. TURQUE-KURDES : LE CHEF DU

PKK RENOUVELLE SON APPEL AU
DIALOGUE AVEC ANKARA. Ocalan (alias
“Apo”) a déclaré : “Il faut surmonter la
question, non en s'entre-tuant mats par la
voie de dialogue”. (A.F.P., 2 janvier 1997),
p.12,13. :

LA SYRIE CONFIRME L’EXPLOSION
D’'UNE BOMBE DANS UN BUS A DAMAS.
(International Herald Tribune, 3 janvier
1997), p. 13-14.

DEBATS SCIENTIFIQUES SUR LES GAZ
INNERVANTS COMME CAUSE DU
SYNDROME DE LA GUERRE DE GOLFE.
(International Herald Tribune, 3 janvier
1997), p. 14-15.

UNION DOUANIERE, — QUELLE UNION
DOUANIERE ? Les violeurs des droits de
I'homme en Turquie continuent leur
besogne comme de rien n'était “ business as
usual ”. (Turkish Daily News, 3 janvier
1997), p. 15-16.

LA CRISE BUDGETAIRE DANOISE EST A
LA SOURCE DU PROBLEME BILATERAL,
AFFIRME ANKARA. — Selon un haut
responsable du Ministére des Affaires
étrangeres la Turquie est sérieusement
préte a partager I'expérience danoise des
droits de ’'homme mais 'attitude de
Copenhague est loin de la courtoisie
diplomatique. (Turkish Daily News, 3
janvier 1997), p. 16.

COMMENT PEUT-ON ETRE IRANIEN ?
Appréhendant en profondeur I'Iran, Jean-
Pierre Digard, Bernard Hourcade et Yann
Richard dépassent la simple perception
islamique. L'Iran au XXe siécle, Chez
Payard. (Le Monde, 3 janvier 1997), p. 17.
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SYRIE : QUATRE PISTES POUR UN
ATTENTAT. L'explosion d'un bus & Damas
aurait fait quinze morts. Plusieurs pistes
sont évoquées  la fois par les diplomates et
les opposants syriens réfugiés 4 I'étranger,
méme si tous conviennent que."rien ne peut
étre retenu avec certitude”. Quatre
retiennent plus particuliérement l'attention.
(Libération, 3 janvier 1997), p. 18-19. :

DANEMARK-TURQUIE-KURDES
COPENHAGUE POURSUIT ANKARA
DEVANT LA COUR EUROPEENNE DES
DROITS DE L'HOMME. Selon Copenhague,
le ressortissant danois, Kemal Koc, a été
détenu et torturé par les autorités turques
pendant un mois et demi & Ankara, au cours
de I'ét6 1997. (A.F.P., 4 janvier, Turkish
Daily News, 5 janvier 1997), p. 20, 21.

TURQUIE-KURDES : CREATION D'UN
NOUVEAU PARTI PRO-KURDE. Un
nouveau parti pro-kurde, celui des “Masses
démocratiques” (DKP), qui préconise une
“solution politique d la question kurde, tout
en respectant les frontiéres actuelles de la
Turquie” a été créé selon I'agence Anatolie.
(A.F.P.,, 3janvier 1997), p. 20-21,

LES ETATS-UNIS SOUTIENENT
LINCURSION TURQUE DANS LE NORD
DE L'IRAK. (Turkish Daily News, 4 janvier
1997), p. 21.

LE D-8 VA FORMER UNE
ORGANISATION GLOBALE = DE
DEVELOPPEMENT. — SELON ERBAKAN
“ IL PROFITERA A TOUTE
L'HUMANITE ", (Turkish Daily News, 5 et
6 janvier 1997), p. 22-23.

CRIME: SUSURLUK CHOQUE LA
NATION, EBRANLE L’ESTABLISHMENT.
(Turkish Daily News, 7 janvier 1997), p. 23-
26.

LA TURQUIE SELOIGNE DE L'EUROPE,
DECLARE KINKEL. (Turkish Daily News,
8 janvier 1997), p. 26.
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DANEMARK: LA PLAINTE POUR
“ TORTURE " A ETE DEPOSEE HIER PAR
LE DANEMARK CONTRE LA TURQUIE
DEVANT LA COUR EUROPEENNE DES
DROITS DE L'HOMME. Les sources
turques affirment que les média danois ont
commencé une campagne majeure autour
du citoyen danois Kemal Kog qui aurait été
torturé pendant sa garde-a-vue en Turquie.
(Turkish Daily News, 8 janvier 1997), p. 27.

NOUVELLES INITIATIVES POUR LA PAIX
AU NORD DE L'IRAK. (Turkish Daily
Neuws, 8 janvier 1997), p. 27.

QUE LES TURCS TOURNENT-ILS LE DOS
A L'OCCIDENT ? Ankara est fustré par
I'Union euroépenne et la Gréce.
(International Herald Tribune, 9 janvier
1997), p. 28.

LA TURQUIE CRITIQUE LE DANEMARK
POUR SA PLAINTE CONCERNANT LES
DROITS DE L’'HOMME. (Turkish Daily
News, 9 janvier 1997), p. 28.

LES DEFENSEURS DES DROITS DE
L’HOMME SE RENDENT A LICE. (Turkish
Daily News, 9 janvier 1997), p. 29.

L’ENVOYE DE L'UNION EURPEENNE
AFFIRME QUE L'IMAGE DE LA TURUQIE
EN MATIERE DE DROITS DE. 'HOMME
AFFECTE SES EXPORTATIONS. (Turkish
Daily News, 9 janvier 1997), p. 29.

POINT SUR LA SITUATION EN TURQUIE.
L'ancien Premier ministre conservateur turc
se fait depuis quelques semaines le principal
accusateur de la dérive mafieuse de I'Etat
turc. Selon un bilan officiel, la guerre du
Kurdistan a fait 3 460 morts en 1997.
Copenhague poursuit Ankara devant la
Cour européenne des Droits de 'homme. La
Turquie achéte des missiles Work Silk 4 la
Chine et 30 hélicoptéres 4 la France.
(Gamk, 9 janvier 1997), p. 29-31.

LE BILAN DES DROITS DE ’HOMME EN
TURQUIE: L'ANNEE (1996) DE TOUS LES




DANGERS. — Plus il y a des gangs, moins
les droits de I'homme sont protégés.
(Turkish Daily News, 10 janvier 1997), p.
31-33.

LES FACTIONS KURDES IRAKIENNES SE
RENCONTRERONT A ANKARA LA
SEMAINE PROCHAINE. (Turkish Daily
News, 11janvier 1997), p. 34.

DES PARLEMENTAIRES SE RENDENT A
LICE LE MARDI. (Turkish Daily News, 11
janvier 1997), p. 34-35.

UN EDITEUR TURC CONDAMNE A
RESTER EN PRISON AU TERME DE SA
PEINE. L'éditeur, dont trente-six livres ont
été saisis et contre lequel soixante-deux
proces on été ouverts, s'est rebellé contre
son sort. (Le Monde, 12/13 janvier 1997), p.
35.

CINDORUK: CILLER DOIT ETRE
ECARTEE.— Rappelant que son parti a été
créé en réaction 4 Ciller et & son despotisme,
I'ancien président du Parlement turc
affirme qu'on ne sait méme pas quand et
comment les ministres et les membres du
Parlement sont choisis. Selon Cindoruk le
DYP (de Mme Ciller) et le Refah islmaiste
sont devenus des compagnies familiales.
(Turkish Daily News, 13 janvier 1997), p.
35-36.

LA LENTE MARCHE VERS LA PAIX AU
NORD DE L'IRAK. (Turkish Daily News, 13
janvier 1997), p. 36.

L'IRAK INCITE LES KURDES A CONTER
L’INFLUENCE AMERICAINE. (Turkish
Daily News, 13 janvier 1997), p. 37.

LES ORGANISATIONS DEMOCRATIQUES
COMMEMORENT METIN GOKTEPE,
journaliste turc tué en garde-2-vue il y a un
an. (Turkish Daily News, 14 janvier 1997),
p.38.

LES STATUES DU NEMRUD DAGH (AU
KURDISTAN TURC) SONT MENACEES.
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(Turkish Daily News, 14 janvier 1997), p.
38.

LE PARLEMENT ET LES PROCUREURS A
POURCHASSENT LES “ GANGS ” ALORS
QUE LE PREMIER MINISTRE DIT QUIL
N'YA PAS DE “ GANG . (Turkish Daily
News, 14 janvier 1997), p. 39-40.

LE PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION
PARLEMENTAIRE DES DROITS DE
L’HOMME CRITIQUE L’ASSOCIATION
DES DROITS DE L'HOMME (IHD). Selon
ce député proche de Mme Giller, 'IHD est
coupable de diffuser et de publier une
propagande anti-turque. (Turkish Daily
News, 14 janvier 1997), p. 40.

DES POURSUITES CONTRE LA
TURUQUE POUR VIOLATIONS DES
DROITS DE L’'HOMME ONT DOUBLE EN
1996. (Turkish Daily News, 14 janvier
1997), p. 40.

LE PKK ORGANISE UNE CONFERENCE A
MOSCOU. (Turkish Daily News, 14 janvier
1997), p. 41.

ANKARA BRANDIT LA MENACE
MILITAIRE EN CAS D'INSTALLATION DE
MISSILES A CHYPRE. Un émissaire
américain tente de désamorcer la crise dans
la région. A son arrivée & Chypre I'émissaire
américain Carey Cavanaugh a critiqué la
décision des autorités chypriotes grecques
d'acheter des missiles sol-air a la Russie. [1a
toutefois rejeté les menaces brandies par
Ankara, estimant qu'il n'y avait “aucune
Justification pour une action militaire d
Chypre”. (Le Monde, 14 janvier 1997), p.
41

L’ARMEE TURQUE SE CLASSE PARMI
LES DIX PLUS GRANDES DU MONDE.
(Turkish Daily News, 14 janvier 1997), p.
42.

LE GOUVERNEMENT NE PARVIENT PAS
A ENRAYER L'INFLATION EN TURQUIE.
(Le Monde, 14 janvier 1997), p. 42.
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DEBUT MOUVEMENTE POUR LES
POURPARLERS DE PAIX NORD-
IRAKIEN. (Turkish Daily News, 15 janvier
1997), p. 43.

LE PROCES DES MILITANTS DU PKK
ACCUSES DE CRIMES DE MASSE SE
POURSUIT EN ALLEMAGNE. (Turkish
Daily News, 15 janvier 1997), p. 43.

ILS S’EN VONT AUX CHAMPS AU LIEU
D’ALLER A L’ECOLE. — Les éléves de
Hantepe, un village de Diyarbakir, dont les
instituteurs ont été enlevés et tués par les
séparatistes du PKK travaillent dans les
champs au lieu de fréquenter les bancs de
I'école. (Turkish Daily News, 15 janvier
1997), p. 44.

LES ETATS-UNIS, EMERGENT COMME
LE GRAND PERDANT DU CONFLIT
KURDE. (Turkish Daily News, 15 janvier
1997), p. 44-45.

LES RELATIONS EXTERIEURES DE LA
TURQUIE EN 1996. — La lune de miel de la
Turugie avec Israél s'est poursuivie en 1996.
(Turkish Daily News, 15 janvier 1997), p.
45-46.

LES NEGOCIATIONS CONCERNANT LE
NORD DE L'IRAK SE TERMINENT, LES
QUESTIONS PRINCIPALES RESTENT
ENCORE A RESOUDRE. (Turkish Daily
News, 16 janvier 1997), p. 46.

YILMAZ: “ ERBAKAN A COUVERT LES
VOLEURS. IL VA MAINTENANT
COUVRIR LES GANGS. (Turkish Daily
News, 16 janvier 1997), p. 47.

YILMAZ DESINCULPE PAR LA
COMMISSION  PARLEMENTAIRE.
(Turkish Daily News, 16 janvier 1997), p.
47.

LE PROCES DES CHEFS DE POLICE
ACCUSES DE CORRUPTION. (Turkish
Daily News, 16 janvier 1997), p. 47.




REFAH A LA RESCOUSSE DE GILLER
DANS UNE TROISIEME ENQUETE POUR
CORRUPTION. (Turkish Daily News, 16
janvier 1997), p. 48. :

" LE PKK ET LE DHKP/C CONCLUENT UN
ACCORD POUR LES ATTAQUES
URBAINS. (Turkish Daily News, 16 janvier
1997), p. 48-49.°

SELON L’ASSOCIATION TURQUE DES
DROITS DE L'HOMME, LES HABITANTS
DE LICE ONT ETE FORCES A SENROLER
COMME “ PROTECTEURS DE
VILLAGES ”. (Turkish Daily News, 16
janvier 1997), p.49.

PARIS A DEMANDE A L'IRAK LE STRICT
RESPECT DES RESOLUTIONS DE L'ONU.
L'Unscom continue de soupconner Bagdad
de dissimuler entre six et seize missiles. (Le
Monde, 16 janvier 1997), p. 50.

TURQUIE : LE CHEF DU PKK EST-IL UN
AGENT DES SERVICES TURCS ?
S'appuyant sur I'enquéte du journaliste
assassiné Ugur Mumcu, un grand
chroniqueur turc affirme que le principal
dirigeant du parti nationaliste kurde,
Abdullah Ocalan dit “Apo”, pourrait étre un
agent provocateur depuis 1971. (Courrier
International, 16-22 janvier 1997), p. 50-51.

DES ACTES FORTS POUR FAIRE
RESPECTER LES DOITS DE L'HOMME.
TURQUIE : POUR LA LIBERTE DE LA
PRESSE. Les parlementaires européens
dialoguent avec les éditeurs de la presse
turque. (Faits & arguments sur l'union
européenne, janvier-février 1997), p. 52.

LES INFORMATEURS DU PKK SE
TRANSFORMENT EN TUEURS AU

SERVICE DE L’ETAT. (Turkish Daily -

News, 17 janvier 1997), p. 52-53.

SCENES DE HONTE. (Turkish Daily
News, 17 janvier 1997), p. 53.

LE NOUVEAU PARTI DE S. ELCI, LE DKP:
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“ LE PARTI DES OPPRIMES ”. — A QUI
EST-CE CE GANG ? (Turkish Daily News,
17 janvier 1997), p. 54-57.

TALABANI  REAFFIRME  SON
ENGAGEMENT POUR UN IRAK UNIFIE
ET DEMOCRATIQUE. (Turkish Daily
Neuws, 17 janvier 1997), p. 58.

GREVE DE LA FAIM DE CENTAINES DE
REFUGIES KURDES TURCS D'IRAK. Pour
empécher I'évacuation forcée par le Haut-
Commissariat des Nations unies (HCR),
vers la Turquie, de plus de 15 000 Kurdes
turcs, réfugiés dans le nord de 1'Trak depuis
1994, des centaines d’entre eux observent
depuis le 18 décembre une gréve de la faim.
(Le Monde, 17 janvier 1996), p. 59.

LE PROCES D'UN EDITEUR ET D'UN
TRADUCTEUR EST UN “ SCENARIO
ABSURDE . (Turkish Daily News, 18
janvier 1996), p. 59.

IRAN : LE BILAN DES MOLLAHS. — LE
POUVOIR ABSOLU DU LEADER. — LE
CLERGE COMBATTANT ET LES CLERCS.
— Un contréle dual. (The Economist, 18
janvier 1996), p. 60 - 64.

LES FIERS-A-BRAS AU TRAVAIL. —
DERRIERE LE TCHADOR. —AMIS ET
ADVERSAIRES. — Des temps difficiles. —
Pourquoi les Iraniens sont-ils si las ? —
L’aspiration au changements. (The
Economist, 18 janvier 1996), p. 65 - 73.

L'IRAK AVERTIT PARIS AU SUJET DU
FILS (BLESSE) DE SADDAM.
(International Herald Tribune, 18-19
janvier 1997), p. 74.

LA DISTRIBUTION DE NOURRITURE A
DIYABAKIR PROVOQUE UN TOLLE. —
LA FAMINE A DIYARBAKIR A L'ORDRE
DU JOUR DU PARLEMENT. (Turkish
Daily News, 18 janvier 1997), p. 74.

TALABANI: LA DEMOCRATISATION EST
UN PREALABLE AUX NEGOCIATIONS
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AVEC L'IRAK. — Le leader de 'UPK
affirme que Bagdad a cherché l'aide de la
Russie pour I'amener a dialoguer et
renouvelle son appel au PKK a abandonner
la violence. (Turkish Daily News, 18 janvier
1997), p. 75-76.

LES CHEFS DE POLICE IMPLIQUES
DANS L'AFFAIRE DE SOYLEMEZ
GARDES A VUE. (Turkish Daily News, 18
janvier 1997), p. 76.

WASHINGTON: UN MILITANT PRO-PKK
ARRETE DE NOUVEAU. — Xulam accusé
de parjure et d’usage de faux. (Turkish
Daily News, 19 janvier 1997), p. 77.

L'IRAK ESSAYE D'ACHETER DES ARMES
BRITANNIQUES, SELON LE SUNDAY
TIMES. (Turkish Daily News, 20 janvier
1997), p. 77.

LA TURQUIE POURRAIT NE PLUS
RECONNAITRE LA JURIDICTION DE LA
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE
L’HOMME. Des dirigeants turcs affirment
que la Cour européenne a oublié sa mission
d’administrer la justice et elle est devenue
un instrument pour les milieux anti-turcs.
(Turkish Daily News, 20 janvier 1997), p.
78.

TALABANI: LES ETATS-UNIS PEUVENT
CONFIER A LA TURQUIE LA GESTION
DES REVENUS DES DOUANES A LA
FRONTIERE TURCO-IRAKIENNE,
ACTUELLEMENT CONTROLEE PAR LE
PDK. (Turkish Daily News, 20 janvier
1997), p. 79-80.

QU’EST-CE QU'ATTEND LA TURQUIE
SUR LE FRONT EUROPEEN ? (Turkish
Daily News, 20 janvier 1997), p. 80 - 81.

" HUMAIN RIGHTS WATCH S’OPPOSE

AUX COMMANDES TURQUES
D’HELICOPTERES DE COMBATS
AMERICAINS. (Turkish Daily News, 21
janvier 1997), p. 81 - 82.




ENQUETE A URFA SUR DE
MYSTERIEUSES MORTS D’ENFANTS.
(Turkish Daily News, 21 janvier 1997), p.
82,

LE MINISTRE DU COMMERCE EREZ
DENONCE LE RAPPORT DE
DEMOCRATISATION DE TUSIAD.
(Turkish Daily News, 22 janvier 1997), p.
83.

LE PKK MENACE DE RECOURIR A LA
FORCE SI LES REFUGIES D’ATRUCH
RETOURNENT EN TURQUIE. (Turkish
Daily News, 22 janvier 1997), p. 83 - 84.

LA COMMISSION PARLEMENTAIRE DE
SUSURLUK AUDITIONNE LE DEPUTE
BUCAK. (Turkish Daily News, 22 janvier
1997), p. 84 - 85.

L’'UNION DOUANIERE N’EST PAS A
COURT TERME BENEFIQUE POUR LA
TURQUIE, SELON UN CHERCHEUR DE
CAMBRIDGE. (Turkish Daily News, 22
janvier 1997), p. 85 - 86.

LE POINT SUR LA TURQUIE : Onze
policiers impliqués dans I'assassinat du
journaliste M. Goktepe retrouvent leurs
postes. La Turquie est un des meilleurs
“clients” de la Commission européenne des
droits de 'homme pour 'année 96. (Gam,
22 janvier 1997), p. 86 - 87.

LA TUSIAD (PATRONAT TURC) A FAIT
SON DEVOIR POUR L’ETABLISSEMENT
D'UN SYSTEME DEMOCRATIQUE.
(Turkish Daily News, 23 janvier 1997), p.
88.

LE DYP MINIMISE LE VERDICT DE LA
COUR ALLEMANDE. - La confusion
régne aprés les commentaires d'un juge
allemand (évoquant les liens de Mme Ciller
avec la mafia. Les députés de I'opposition
demandent une clarification et une enquéte
compléte. (Turkish Daily News, 23 janvier
1997), p. 88 - 89.
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LES ETATS-UNIS DECLARENT QUE
XULAM EST POURSUIVI POUR NEUF
CHEFS D’ACCUSATION DE FELONIE.
(Turkish Daily News, 23 janvier 1997), p.
90.

LA TURQUIE REJETTE LES
COMMENTAIRES ANTI-TURCS DU JUGE
ALLEMAND DANS UNE AFFAIRE DE
DROGUE. (Turkish Daily News, 23 janvier
1997), p. 90 - 91.

TURQUIE-KURDES-PETROLE
ATTENTAT A LA BOMBE DU PKK
CONTRE L'OLEODUC IRAKO-TURC
PRES DE MARDIN. Le brut qui s’est
dégagé de l'oléoduc s'est répandu sur une
surface importante et s'est enflammé sous
le choc de I'explosion. (A.F.P., 23 janvier
1997), p. 91.

USA-TURQUIE-PRESSE : CAMPAGNE
POUR LA LIBERATION D’UN
JOURNALISTE TURC EMPRISONNE.
Ancien responsable de la publication du
quotidien Ozgur Giindem, aujourd’hui
disparu, M. Yurtqu a été condamné  une
peine de 15 ans et dix mois et purge
actuellement sa troisiéme année de prison.
(AF.P., 23 janvier 1997), p. 91 - 92.

LA TURQUIE PROTESTE CONTRE
L'ALLEMAGNE DANS L’AFFAIRE DE
DROGUE (ot la justice allemande implique
certains dirigeants turcs). (International
Herald Tribune, 9 janvier 1997), p. 92.

LE DEBAT SUR LE RAPPORT DE
“ DEMOCRATISATION * DE TUSIAD
ECLIPSE SON CONGRES ANNUEL.
(Turkish Daily News, 24 janvier 1997), p.
93 - 94

UNE DYNAMIQUE DE CROISSANCE ET
UNE INTEGRATION SOCIALE ET
ECONOMIQUE SONT ETABLIES ENTRE LA
TURQUIE ET L'UNION EUROPEENNE,
SELON L'AMBASSADEUR DE L'U.E
MICHAEL LAKE. (Turkish Daily News, 24
janvier 1997), p. 94.
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LE RAPPORT SUR “ LA
DEMOCRATISATION DE TUSIAD NE
PLAIT A PERSONNE . (Turkish Daily
News, 24 janvier 1997), p. 95.

LES CONFRERIES ET LES
CONGREGATIONS RELIGIEUSES EN
TURQUIE. — Infiltration — Education.
(Turkish Daily News, 24 janvier 1997), p.
96 - 100,

LA TURQUIE PARMI LES PAYS QUI
VONT RECEVOIR DES COMPENSATIONS
PAR LE FONDS DE LA GUERRE DU
GOLFE. (Turkish Daily News, 24 janvier
1997), p. 100.

LE GOUVERNEMENT MINIMISE LES
ATTENDUS CONTROVERSES DU
VERDICT DE LA COUR ALLEMANDE.
(Turkish Daily News, 24 janvier 1997), p.
101.

POURQUOI BONN DEVRAIT-IL
S’EXCUSER AUPRES DE CILLER?
(Turkish Daily News, 24 janvier 1997), p.
102.

LES ETATS-UNIS PROPOSENT QUATRE
ALTERNATIVES A L'ACCORD GAZIER
TURCO-IRANIEN. (Turkish Daily News,
24 janvier 1997), p. 102,

LE FILS DE SADDAM POURRAIT ETRE
PARALYSE A LA SUITE DE SES
BLESSURES. 600 arrestations dans des
rafles opérées depuis I'attaque du 12
décembre. (International Herald Tribune,
25-26 janvier 1997), p. 103.

L'ATTENTAT CONTRE LE FILS AINE DE
SADDAM HUSSEIN POURRAIT RELEVER
D'UN REGLEMENT DE COMPTES
FAMILIAL. Depuis cet attentat
immédiatement annoncé par la télévision
irakienne, contrairement aux coutumes du
secret qui prévalent 4 Bagdad, de
nombreuses rumeurs courent sur les
éventuels auteurs. (Le Monde, 25 janvier
1997), p. 104.




TURQUIE-UE : CILLER RENCONTRERA
CINQ MINISTRES EUROPEEN A ROME.
Lors de cette réunion, les six ministres
aborderont notamment le probléme de
Papplication de 'accord d’union douaniére
entre I'UE et la Turquie, la récente crise des
missiles avec Chypre et les projets
d’expansion de 'UE. (A.F.P., 24 janvier
1997),p.105. -

CHYPRE-USA-TURQUIE : WASHINGTON
N’EST PAS DISPOSE A DONNER DES
GARANTIES DE SECURITE A CHYPRE.
(A.F.P., 24 janvier 1997), p. 105.

TURQUIE-DROUGUE : - LOURDES
ACCUSATIONS CONTRE LA TURQUIE
D’UN HAUT RESPONSABLE
BRITANNIQUE. Le vice-ministre
britannique de !Intérieur, Tom Sackville,
assure que certains membres du
gouvernement turc et de la police sont
impliqués dans le trafic de drogue a
destination de son pays. — Ankara rejette
les accusations britanniques. (A.F.P., 26
janvier 1997), p. 106, 106 - 107.

IRAK-GB-TURQUIE : L'IRAK CRITIQUE
LA GRANDE-BRETAGNE POUR AVOIR
DEPECHE DES DIPLOMATES DANS LE
NORD. L'Irak a critiqué la Grande-Bretagne
pour avoir envoyé dans le Kurdistan de s
diplomates de son ambassade & Ankara et
reproché & la Turquie d'avoir autorisé leur
passage en territoire irakien. (A.F.P., 26
janvier 1997), p. 107.

TURQUIE-ISRAEL : DAVID LEVY
PROBABLEMENT EN TURQUIE EN
FEVRIER. (A.F.P., 26 janvier 1997), p. 108.

" LA TURQUIE VA POURSUIVRE UN JUGE
ALLEMAND. (International Herald
* Tribune, 27 janvier 1997), p. 108.

YACHAR KEMAL RECOIT LE PRIX
LITTERAIRE NONINO. (Turkish Daily
News, 27 janvier 1997), p. 108.

LA TURQUIE REJETTE LES ACUSATIONS
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VENANT D'OCCIDENT D’'IMPLICATONS
DANS DES AFFAIRES DE DROGUE.
(Turkish Daily News, 27 janvier 1997), p.
109.

I’ARGENT NOIR NOIRCIT L'IMAGE DU
PAYS. (Turkish Daily News, 29 janvier
1997), p. 109-112.

TURQUIE: LE DERNIER SUJET DE
DISCUSSION AU DANEMARK. (Turkish
Daily News, 28 janvier 1997), p. 113-114.

LA POLICE TURQUE DENONCE
L’'HYPOCRISIE EUROPEENNE EN
MATIERE DE LA LUTE CONTRE LE
TRAFIC DE DROGUE, (Turkish Daily
News, 28 janvier 1997), p. 114-115.

DE NOUVELLES ENIGMES A DAMAS. ~
Répression de la corruption ou manceuvres
pour la succession ? (International Herald
Tribune, 29 janvier 1997), p. 115-116.

LA LUTTE CONTRE LE TERRORISME
EST ALIMENTEE PAR L’ARGENT DE
DROGUE, SELON UN GROUPE DE
RECHERCHE FRANCAIS. (Turkish Daily
News, 29 janvier 1997), p. 116.

DES RESPONSABLES DU GOUVER-
NEMENT RENCONTRE LE PDK POUR LA
QUESTION DU CHAMP D’ATRUSH.
(Turkish Daily News, 29 janvier 1997), p.
117.

UNE DELEGATION DE HADEP SERA

" REGUE PAR DEMIREL. (Turkish Daily

News, 29 janvier 1997), p. 117.

LA TURQUIE MISE EN CAUSE DANS LE
TRAFIC DE DROGUE VERS LEUROPE. —
Des mafieux turcs impliqués dans la guerre
du Karabagh. (Gamk , 29 janvier 1997), p.
117-119. '

IL Y A UNE LUTTE DE POUVOIR A
BAGDAD, SELON LES ETATS-UNIS.
(International Herald Tribune, 30 janvier
1997), p. 119-120. -
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UN CORRIDOR DU SECURITE SERA
ETABLI POUR LES  REFUGIES
D’ATRUSH. (Turkish Daily News, 30
janvier 1997), p. 121.

LES ETATS-UNIS CONDAMNENT LE PKK
ET LE GOUVERNEMENT DANS LEURS
VIOLATIONS DES DROITS L’'HOMME.
(Turkish Daily News, 31 janvier 1997), p.
121.

ANKARA APPELE A RESTER DANS
L’EUROPE MAIS AVERTI SUR LA
QUESTION DES DROIT DE LHOMME.
Les cinq puissances d’Europe expriment
leur compréhension pour les frustrations de
la Turquie mais elles ajoutent que des
“ questions importantes " ne facilitent pas
une adhésion rapide d’Ankara, (Turkish
Daily News, 31janvier 1997), p. 122.

LES ETATS-UNIS METTENT TOUT LEUR
POIDS POUR LA DEMANDE TURQUE
D’'ADHESION A LEUROPE. (Turkish Daily
News, 31janvier 1997), p. 122-123.

LE GOUVERNEMENT TURC POURSUIVI
POUR VIOL, TORTURES ET INCENDIES
DEVANT LA COUR EUROPEENNE DES
DROITS DE L'HOMME. (Gamk, 31 janvier
1997), p. 123.

UTILISATION DES “ REPENTIS ” DANS
LES ASSASSINATS POLITIQUES. — LA
SITUATION DES KURDES S'AMELIORE
EN ARMENIE. (Gamk, 31 janvier 1997), p.
124,

Février

LE CAUCHEMAR DES LYCEENS DE
MANISA DANS LES PRISONS TURQUES.

(Le Monde, 1°7 février 1997), p.1.

- TURQUIE: CREATION D’'UN NOUVEAU

PARTI PRO-KURDE. “ Le Parti des Masses
démocratiques ” (DKP) qui préconise une
“ solution politique 4 la question kurde, tout
en respectant les frontiéres actuelles de la
Turquie " vient d'étre créé par, I'ancien




ministre des Travaux publics des années
70, Serafettin Elci. — ANKARA ACHETE 30
HELICOPTERES ET NEGOCIE 18
MISSILES AVEC LA FRANCE. (Le Peuple
Breton, Février 1997), p.2.

LES PRINCIPAUX POINTS DU RAPPORT
DU DEPARTEMENT D'’ETAT AMERICAIN
SUR LA TURQUIE. (Turkish Daily News,

16T février 1997), p.3-4.

L’EMBARGO SECRET SUR LES ARMES
AMERICAINES A DESTINATION DE LA
TURQUIE. (Turkish Daily News, 3 février
1997), p4.

ISTANBUL DANS L'OBSCURITE POUR
FAIRE LA LUMIERE SUR LES AFFAIRES
DE LA CORRUPTION. (Turkish Daily
News, 3 février 1997), p.4.

SELON TEHERAN, L'EUROPE ET LE
JAPON LUI GARANTISSENT DES PRETS
DE 5 MILLIARDS DE DOLLARDS.
(International Herald Tribune, 3 février
1997), p.5-6.

LE PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION
PARLEMENTAIRE SUR LE SCANDALE
DE SUSURLUK VEXE PAR LE REFUS
DES MILITAIRES DE VENIR
TEMOIGNER. — Les dirigenants du
HADEP remettent & la Commission les
dossiers de 131 “ meurtres mystérieux "
(Turkish Daily News, 4 février 1997), p.6-7.

LE SOUTIEN DES EUROPEENS AU
PROCES DES TUERUS DU JOURNALISTE
METIN KOKTEPE. (Turkish Daily News, 4
février 1997), p.7.

LA TURQUIE ACCUSEE DE TRAFIC DE
DROGUE, L'EUROPE REAGIT. (Turkish
Daily News, 4 février 1997), p.7-9.

OVERDOSE D’HERINE DANS LES
RELATIONS TURCO-EUROPEENNE. —
TANSU Ciller EST-ELLE UNE MARRAIEN
? (Turkish Daily News, 4 février 1997), p.9-
10.
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CEUX QUI NE VEULENT PAS UNE
REELLE DEMOCRATIE SONT AU
TRAVAIL. (Turkish Daily News, 3 février
1997), p.11.

EN IRAN, LE RETOUR A LA RIGUEUR
FINANCIERE A STOPPE LES REFORMES
ECONOMIQUES. (Le Monde, 4 février
1997), p.12.

LES ETATS-UNIS DEMENTENT AVOIR
PLANIFIE UNE ATTAQUE CONTRE
L'IRAK. (Turkish Daily News, 5 février
1997), p.13-14.

REPORTERS SANS FRONTIERES
DENONCE LA VIOLENCE POLICIERE
CONTRE LES JOURNALISTES TURCS.
(Turkish Daily News, 5 février 1997), p.14.

LE PRESIDENT DU DKP ACQUITTE DE
NOUVEAU. (Turkish Daily News, 5 février
1997), p.14.

LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL DE L'OTAN
SOLANA SE RENDRA EN TURQUIE.
(Turkish Daily News, 5 février 1997), p.15.

LA TENSION MONTE A LA SUITE DE
I’ATTAQUE FANATIQUE. — Les chars
roulent dans une banlieue d’Ankara alors
que l'opposion se prépare a renverser le
gouvernement. (Turkish Daily News, 5
février 1997), p.15-16.

LA SEQUESTRATION D'UN ECRIVAIN
IRANIEN COMPROMET LES RELATIONS
ENTRE BONN ET TEHERAN. (Turkish
Daily News, 5 février 1997), p.17.

IRAK-KURDES: M. TALABANI ACCUSE
L'IRAK D”ACTES TERRORISTES” AU
KURDISTAN. (A.F.P,, 5 février 1997), p.17-
18.

CRITIQUES VIRULENTES D'UN
JOURNAL IRAKIEN CONTRE LES
ETATS-UNIS. (A.F.P., 6 février 1997), p.19.

LES BRUITS DES CHARS - UN
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AVERTISSEMENT ? (Turkish Daily News,
6 février 1997), p.20.

LES LOUPS GRIS D’EXTREME DROITE
PROTEGES PAR LE GOUVERNEMENT
TURCS SONT IMPLIQUES DANS LE
TRAFIC DE DROGUE AUX PAYS-BAS
selon un rapport du parlement néerlandais.
(Turkish Daily News, 7 février 1997), p.21.

LE PROCES DU JOURNALISTE GOKTEPE
SE POURSUIT A AFYON. (Turkish Daily
News, 7 février 1997), p.2L.

TENSION EN TURQUIE ENTRE L'ARMEE
ET LE GOUVERNEMENT. — Les militaires
ont fait déployer des chars prés d’Ankara
pour intimider une municipalité islamiste.
(Le Monde, 7 février 1997), p.22.

DES EXPERTS DE LONU PREPARENT LA
DISTRIBUTION DES VIVRES AUX
IRAKIENS. (AF.P, 6 février 1997), p.22-23.

ONU-IRAK-KOWEIT : NEUF PAYS
DEMANDENT 32 MILLIARDS DE
DOLLARS POUR DEGATS CAUSES A
L’ENVIRONNEMENT. (A.F.P., 7 février
1997), p.23-24.

OTAN-UE-TURQUIE: MALAISE A
L’OTAN FACE A DES MENACES
TURQUES DE PLUS EN PLUS
PRESSANTES. (A.F.P., 7 février 1997),
p-25-27.

DES GROUPES KURDES D'IRAK DU
NORD ENVISAGENT UN ECHANGE DE
PRISONNIERS. (Turkish Daily News, 8
février 1997), p.27-28.

ETATS-UNIS: LA TURQUIE NE PEUT
TOURNER LE DOS A L'EXPANSION DE
L’OTAN. (Turkish Daily News, 8 février
1997), p.28-29.

L’AIDE AMERICAINE A LA TURQUIE
INCHANGEE EN 1998. (Turkish Daily
Neuws, 8 février 1997), p.29-31.

LE PETROLE IRAKIEN DE NOUVEAU




SUR LE MARCHE SELON L'ONU. (Turkish
Daily News, 8 février 1997), p.31. ‘

LA COMMISSION ET LE PARLEMENT
EUROPEENS EN DESACCORD SUR LA
TURQUIE. — Le Parlement européen a
accusé la Commission européenne de
distordre les décisions parlementaires sur
Vassistance & la Turquie. (Turkish Daily
News, 8 février 1997), p.32.

LE LOBBY ARMENIEN CHERCHE A
BLOQUER L’'AIDE AMERICAINE A LA
TURQUIE. (Turkish Daily News, 8 février
1997),p32.

LE PATRONAT TURC DENONCE
“L’HEGEMONIE DES GANGS ET DES
CONFRERIES ” ET PROPOSE “ UN
PROJET DE DEMOCRATISATION . — Le
livre de I'historien B. Lewis sort en France,
il nie le génocide arménien ! (Gamk, 8-9
février 1997), p.33-34.

MISSILES RUSSES COMMANDES PAR
CHYPRE: CLINTON MANIFESTE SON
“ INQUIETUDE ”. (A.F.P., 8 février 1997),
p34.

ELARGISSEMENT DE L’'OTAN: BONN
APPELLE ANKARA A “ BIEN
REFLECHIR . (A.F.P., 8 février 1997),
p.35.

TURQUIE-OLEODUC: REPARATION DE
L'OLEODUC IRAKO-TURC SABOTE EN
TERRITOIRE TURC. (A:F.P., 8 février
1997), p-36. ' o

SUEDE: L’ECRIVAIN YASAR KEMAL
RENTRE EN TURQUIE. (A.F.P., 9 février
1997), p.37.

UN RESPONSABLE TURC CHERCHE A
REVISER L’IMAGE DES ISLAMISTES AUX
ETATS-UNIS. (International Herald
Tribune, 10 février 1997), p.38.

LA COMMISSION EUROPEENNE DES
DROITS DE L'HOMME EN MISSION A
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ANKARA. (Turkish Daily News, 12 février
1997), p.39. '

L’OPPRESSION DES JOURNALISTES
CONTINUE. (Turkish Daily News, 12
février 1997), p.39.

LES COURs DE SURETE DE L’ETAT
SUBMERGEE PAR LES REQUETES SUR
“ LES MEURTRES EXTRA JUDICIAIRES ".
(Turkish Daily News, 12 février 1997), p.39.

TURQUIE: 43 REBELLES DU PKK TUES
LORS DE RAIDS AERIENS TURCS DANS
LE NORD DE L'IRAK. (A.F.P., 12 février
1997), p.40.

TURQUIE-DEFENSE: EUROCOPTER
PRET A SIGNER UN CONTRAT DE 400
MILLIONS DE DOLLARS AVEC LA
TURQUIE. (A.F.P., 12 février 1997), p.40-
41 :

TURQUIE-PRESSE: LE MINISTRE DE LA
JUSTICE PROMET DE “ NETTOYER LE
PAYS DES MEDIAS QUI DENIGRENT "
(Gamk, 12 février 1997), p.41-42.

LES ETATS-UNIS METTENT EN GARDE
LES RUSSES SUR L'ARMEMENT DE A
L'IRAN. (International Herald Tribune, 13
février 1997), p.42.

UN AMIRAL AMERICAIN ACCUSE L'IRAN
D’'AIDER  L'IRAK  DANS LA
CONTREBANDE DU  PETROLE.
(International Herald Tribune, 13 février
1997), p.43.

TURQUIE: UN CONTRAT DE 500
MILLIONS - DE DOLLARS AVEC
EUROCOPTER POUR L'ACHAT DES
COUGARS. (Turkish Daily News, 13 février
1997), p.43-44.

PLUS CHER VAUT LA VIE DE RUSHDIE.
— Une fondation iranienne augmente la
prime pour tuer I'écrivain, (Libération, 13
février 1997), p.44-46.

“TORTURE, PRISON ET MORT
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M’ATTENDENT... ", Comment Iran utilise
I'écrivain Sarkouhi pour faire pression sur
Bonn. (Libération, 13 février 1997), p.46-47.

LE REGIME TURC TORTURE DES
ENFANTS. — Brandir un calicot peut cofiter
douze années de prison. — Des électrochocs
dans mon vagin et sur mes seins. — Cinq
jeunes écopent de 12 ans de prison. ~ UN
MILLIER DE PRISONNIERS POLITIQUES
DE MOINS DE 18 ANS. “ Avocats pour le
peuple ”: les enfants sont en prison, les
tortionnaires en libertés. (Solidaire, 12
février 1997), p.47-48.

ARMENIE-KURDES: La “ REPUBLIQUE
KURDE DE LATCHINE " REAPPARAIT
DANS LA PRESSE TURQUE. (Gamk, 13
février 1997), p.49.

JEANNOU LACAZE, LOBBYISTE EN IRAK.
Le général s'est reconverti en intermédiaire,
coliteux; pour businessmen frangais.
(Libération, 13 février 1997), p.50-51.

EUROCOPTER: CONTRAT DE 430
MILLIONS DE DOLLAR AVEC LA
TURQUIE. (A.F.P., 13 février 1997), p.52-
53.

LA TURQUIE ACHETE QUATRE
HELICOPTERES SIKORSKY AUX ETATS-
UNIS. (A.F.P., 13 février 1997), p.53-54.

LE PKK INSTALLE LES REFUGIES
D'’ATRUSH SANS LES VILLAGES
FRONTALIERS. (Turkish Daily News, 14
février 1997), p.54.

LA RUSSIE TIENT UNE CONFERENCE
AVEC LA PARTICIPATION DU PKK.
(Turkish Daily News, 14 février 1997), p.54.
HADEP DEMANDE A L’ETAT DE
POURSUIVRE LES INFORMATEURS.
(Turkish Daily News, 14 février 1997), p.55.

UNE MINUTE DANS LES TENEBRES
CONDUIT A UNE JOURNEE DE
CONTROVERSE. (Turkish Daily News, 14
février 1997), p.55-56.




LES FIRMES DE LOBBYING TURQUES A
CAPITOL HILL (WASHINGTON)
TRAVAILLENT POUR PRESQUE RIEN.
(Turkish Daily News, 14 février 1997), p.57-
9.

TURQUIE-KURDES: PEINES CAPITALES
REQUISES POUR PROFANATION DU
DRAPEAU TURC. (A.F.P., 14 février 1997),
p.60-61.

LE CHEF DE L’ETAT-MAJOR GENERAL
TURC EN ISRAEL FIN FEVRIER. (A.F.P,,
14 février 1997), p.61-62.

LES FORCES DE SURVEILLANCE DU
CESSEZ-LE-FEU SERONT DEPLOYEES
EN MARS AU NORD DE L'IRAK. (Turkish
Daily News, 15 février 1997), p.62-63.

LE PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION
PARLEMENTAIRE DE SUSURLUK: * JE
SUIS CONFUS . (Turkish Daily News, 15
février 1997), p.63.

TENSION DANS LES RELATIONS
ENTRES TEHERAN ET ANKARA. -
Turksih connection: Aprés un juge
allemand, un vice ministre adjoint
britannique met en cause les autorités
turques dans le trafic de drogue. (Gamk, 15-
16 février 1997), p.63-64.

NEW-YORK TIMES: LES LAICS ALARMES
PAR LA MONTEE DU REFAH. (Turkish
Daily News, 15 février 1997), p.65.

WASHINGTON VEUT * CONTENIR ” LES
ARABES PAR UNE ALLIANCE ISRAELO-
TURQUE, SELON BAGDAD. (A.F.P., 16
février 1997), p.66.

DES FEMMES TURQUES MANIFESTENT
CONTRE LA LOI CORANIQUE.
(International Herald Tribune, 17 février
1997), p.67-68.

LES REMARQUES DU GOUVERNEUR
SUR LES ANTENNES PARABOLIQUES
PROVOQUENT  DES  FORTES
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REACTIONS. (Turkish Daily News, 17
février 1997), p.69.

LES KURDES FONT UN PAS VERS
BAGDAD. — Les échanges s'intensifient
depuis la victoire du PDK, allié de Saddam.
(Libération, 18 février 1997), p.70-71.

LA TURQUIE DEGUE PAR LE
COMMERCE AVEC L'IRAN. (Turkish Daily
Neuws, 17 février 1997), p.72.

MME. ALLBRIGHT INTERPELLEE SUR
LE BLOCUS TURC SUR L’ARMENIE.
(Gamk, 17-18 février 1997), p.72.

LES ARABES NE FONT PAS ASSEZ POUR
RESOUDRE LE PROBLEME SYRIEN DE
L'EAU. (Turkish Daily News, 18 février
1997), p.73.

L'ACTIVISME ISLAMISTE CONTINUE A
PREOCCUPER L’ARMEE. (A.F.P., 18
février 1997), p.73-74.

VERS UNE LEVEE DEFINITIVE DES
CHARGES DE CORRUPTION CONTRE
MME. Ciller. (A.F.P., 18 février 1997), p.74-
75.

LA COUR CONDAMNE L’EX-DEPUTE
KURDE FIRAT POUR PROPAGANDE
SEPARATISTE. (A.F.P., 19 février 1997),
p75.

GILLER INSISTE QUE L'ELARGIS-
SEMENT DE L'OTAN ET DE L'UNION
EUROPEENNE SONT DES * PROCESSUS
LIES ” (Turkish Daily News, 19 février
1997), p.76.

PUBLICATION DU RAPPORT DE
I’ASSOCIATION TURQUE DES DROITS
DE L’HOMME (IHD) DU MOIS DE
JANVIER. (Turkish Daily News, 19 février
1997), p.77.

LE PARLEMENT TURC BLANCHIT
TANSU CILLER. (Turkish Daily News, 19
février 1997), p.77.
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LA MANIFESTATION POUR “ LA
LUMIERE ” SE REPETE POUR CANKORU:
“ Mon mari a été battu " affirme sa femme.
“ La police monte une opération
d'étouffement ", (Turkish Daily News, 19
février 1997), p.78.

TURQUIE: LE PARLEMENT LEVE LES
DERNIERES ACCUSATIONS DE
MALVERSATIONS CONTRE MME.
GILLER. (A.F.P., 19 février 1997), p.78-79.

DEPART POUR LA TURQUIE D’UNE
DELEGATION IRAKIENNE. (A.F.P., 19
février 1997), p.80.

LA LIGUE ARABE S’OPPOSE AUX
BARRAGES TURCS. (Turkish Daily News,
20 février 1997), p.80.

ET... LES FIRMES DE LOBBYING
RECOIVENT LEUR ARGENT. (Turkish
Daily News, 20 février 1997), p.81.

LE PARLEMENT DISCULPE CILLER SUR
SA FORTUNE SUSPECTE. (Turkish Daily
News, 20 février 1997), p.82.

TURQUIE-KURDES: LES CONFESSIONS
DE L'UN DES ASSASSINS DU POETE
KURDE MUSA ANTER. (Gamk, 20 février
1997), p.82-83.

LE CLAN DE SADDAM CHANCELE SOUS
LES COUPS ET LES MENACES.
(International Herald Tribune, 11 février
1997), p.83-84.

LES LAICS TURCS ALARMES PAR LA
RESURGENCE DE LA RELIGION.
(International Herald Tribune, 14 février
1997), p.85-86.

LES TURCS SIGNENT DES CONTRATS DE
543 MILLIONS DE DOLLARS POUR
L’ACHAT D’AVION. (International Herald
Tribune, 14 février 1997), p.86-87.

LE GENERAL CEVIK BIR DISCUTERA
AVEC SON HOMOLOGUE LODAL DE




L'OPERATION “ SURVEILLANCE DU
NORD ”. (Turkish Daily News, 21 février
1997), p.87. '

LE PKK MENACE DE MENER DES
ATTAQUES A LA FRONTIERE DU NORD
DE L'IRAK. (Turkish Daily News, 21 février
1997), p.88.

LE PARLEMENT TURC DISCULPE MME
CILLER. Les députés ont refusé la
comparution de 'ancien Premier ministre
devant la Cour supréme. (Le Monde, 21
février 1997), p.88-89.

LA FIN DE L'ASALA EST-ELLE L'EUVRE

DE LA “ BANDE A CATLI *, OU LE

RESULTAT DES DISSENSIONS
INTERNES A L’'ORGANISATION ? (La
lettre de I'Ugab, 22 février 1997), p.89-91.

LE GENERAL BIR REPETE SON APPEL
AUX AUTORITES CIVILES POUR
COMBATTRE LA TERREUR. (Turkish
Daily Newss, 24 février 1997), p.91-92.

POINT SUR LA SITUATION EN TURQUIE:
Un chef de police décrit “ I'Organisation
extrajudiciaire ” chargée de basses besognes
de I'Etat turc. (Gamk, 24-25 février 1997),
D.93-94.

LA TENSION MONTE AU NORD DE
L’IRAK EN DEPIT DES EFFORTS DE
PAIX. (Turkish Daily News, 25 février
1997), p.94-95.

GRECE-TURQUIE: DEUX PASSEURS
TURCS CONDAMNES A LA PRISON POUR
LE TRANSPORT DE 33 IRAKIENS. (A.F.P,,
25 février 1997), p.95.

ANKARA

CONTRE UN
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AFFAIBLISSEMENT DE SON ROLE DE
GARANT, SELON LE MINISTRE TURC.
(A.F.P., 25 février 1997), p.96.

TURQUIE: TREIZE BLESSES DANS DES
BAGARRES ENTRE ETUDIANTS DE

TENDANCES OPPOSEES. (A.F.P., 25

février 1997), p.96-97.

ETATS-UNIS -TURQUIE: LA TURQUIE
AVERTIT LES ETATS-UNIS QU’ELLE
POURRAIT CHANGER DE
FOURNISSEUR. (A.F.P., 25 février 1997),
p.97-98.

LA TURQUIE MET EN GARDE LES
ETATS-UNIS. (International Herald
Tribune, 26 février 1997), p.98.

IRAK PROTESTE CONTRE L’ARRIVEE DE
LA MISSION DE L’ONU A ANKARA.
(Turkish Daily News, 26 février 1997),
p-98-99.

DIYARBAKIR: CITE DE LA FAMINE
RAVAGEE PAR LA TERREUR. (Turkish
Daily News, 26 février 1997), p.99-101.

LES MEILEURS ADVERSAIRES DE LA
COALITION. (Turkish Datly News, 26
février 1997), p.101-102,

LA TURQUIE DEMANDE A L'IRAN DE LA
“ RESPECTER ”. (Turkish Daily News, 26
février 1997), p.102.

TURQUIE: L’ISLAM ET L'HERITAGE
D’ATATURK. — Les grands quotidiens turcs
ouvrent leurs colonnes au président
Demirel, pergu comme Iarbitre des tensions
entre 'armée et le gouvernement. —
L’ARMEE NE CACHE PLUS SON
IRRITATION FACE AUX ISLAMISTES DU
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PARTI AU POUVOIR. (Le Monde, 26
février 1997), p.103.

LA POPULATION TURQUE SE MOBILISE
CONTRE LA CORRUPTION. — La
protestation, pacifique et indépendante des
grands partis, coincide avec Je débat sur la
laicité et les manifestations contre la loi
islamique. ‘Ankara menace de s'opposer a
I'élargissement de 'OTAN si les Quinze
n’examinent pas sa demande d’adhésion a
I'Union européenne. (Le Monde, 26 février
1997), p.104.

ANKARA REVENDIQUE TOUJOURS SA
PLACE- AU SEIN DE L'UNION
EUROPEENNE. — Une trés forte
dégradation des échanges commerciaux. (Le
Monde, 26 février 1997), p.105.

ILS SONT EN TRAIN DE POUSSER LA
TURQUIE DANS UNE AVENTURE
DESASTREUSE. (Turkish Daily News, 28
février 1997), p.106.

LES ISLAMISTES DIRIGENT LA
TURQUIE, DELICATEMENT. Necmettin
Erbakan ne parle plus d’'une OTAN
islamique ou de guerre sainte contre
Jérusalem. Pourquoi alors le Premier
ministre turc effraie-t-il tant de gens ? (The
New York Times, Magazine, 23 février
1997), p.107-111.

LES ETATS-UNIS AFFIRMENT QUE IRAN
SOUTIENT BIEN LE PKK. (Turkish Daily
News, 28 février 1997), p.111-112,

LA TRAGEDIE KURDE. — Débat
“ trasméditerranéen-” avec Danielle
Mitterrand et Kendal Nezan demain au
théitre. (Corse-Matin, Nice Matin, 28
février 1997), p.114. '
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QUE KURDE

L.a mémoire meurtrie de Mahabad

ISSOLUTION DE LA REPUBLI

\

CINQUANTE ANS APRES LA D

ILLE maudite de I’Iran, sous les islamistes comme sous le chah,
pour s’étre érigée en République autonome kurde au lendemain de la
seconde guerre mondiale, ce gros bourg rural de soixante mille habi-
tants demeure sous haute surveillance militaire. Isolée administrative-
ment de la province du Kurdistan, asphyxiée économiquement, niée
culturellement, dépouillée de son identité et de son histoire, I’ancienne
cité-symbole de Pindépendantisme kurde n’est plus qu’un obscur
exemple de la répression ordinaire subie en permanence par les Kurdes

d’Iran et d’ailleurs.

Mahabad, cceur de I’éphémere Répu-
blique kurde proclamée en Iran le

22 janvier 1946 et dissoute par les

troupes du chah Mohammed Reza en
décembre de la méme année, se situe a
moins de 100 kilométres a I'est de la
frontigre irakienne. Un demi-siécle plus
tard, que reste-t-il de cette ville, qui a

profondément marqué 1'imaginaire

kurde ?

La militarisation de la région est
manifeste et fausse la perception des
distances. Le relief tourmenté ne faci-
lite pas le contréle de ces espaces que
Téhéran voudrait bien voir délimités
par une « zone de sécurité » afin d'y
instaurer un no man'’s land maitrisable.
L’agglomération de Mahabad regroupe
soixante mille habitants (seize mille en
1946). Avec les villages limitrophes, le
sharestan (district) de Mahabad en tota-
lise environ cent dix mille. Une crois-
sance démographique modeste si on la
mesure A I’échelle de I'Iran dont le taux
d’accroissement naturel a éi€ de 3.5 %
en 1993. Mais le Kurdistan est marqué
par les stigmates du passé.

Le découpage administratif de Maha-
bad est un premier paradoxe. De

maniére arbitraire, 1'ancienne capitale’

kurde n’appartient pas a l'ustan \pro-
vince) du Kurdistan, mais 2 celle de
I'Azerbaidjan occidental. Les autorités
régionales ont centré le Kurdistan ira-
nien (1) sur la ville de Sanandaj (ex-
Sinneh), située 2 280 kilometres ap sud
de Mahabad. De timides mouvements
d’opinion locaux ont pourtant plaidé
pour un rattachement 2 la province du.
Kurdistan, telle que constituée dans les

Par notre envoyé spécial JAN PIRUZ

-années 30, ou bien en faveur de la créa-
tion d’'un autre Kurdistan dont 1'épi-
centre serait Mahabad. En vain. Le pou-
voir central iranien, sous les chahs
comme sous les mollahs, se refuse a
accorder au Kurdistan une expression
administrative qui correspondrait plus
fidélement 2 1'aire de peuplement de la
population kurdophone.

En outre, Mahabad, «ville de la
lune » en persan, est un nom imposé par
Reza Chah il y a plus de soixante ans
dans le cadre d’une vaste politique de
persanification des toponymes.
L’ancienne dénomination, Saujbolagh,
était d’origine turque. La ville fut fon-
dée au X VII* siecle par un sultan gadjar
dont on peut voir le mausolée pres du
nouveau cimetiére. Pour son malheur,
aux yeux du pouvoir iranien, Mahabad
ne pouvait se faire valoir d’aucune anti-
que 1égitimité perse.

La ville a été implantée dans un bassin
Jd’altitude, encaissé dans les contreforts
des monts Zagros dont les pics culminent
2 plus de 2 000 metres. Cette situation ren-
force le sentiment d’isolement des habi-
tants et les expose aux rigueurs de I'hiver.
‘Au nord-est, 1a sithouette de I'une des
montagnes qui barrent I'horizon est évo-
catrice. Elle se dénomme Quliqulag, ce
qui, dans un turc approximatif, veut dire
« oreille de loup ». En scrutant les som-
mets, on découvre que les crétes sont par-
semées d'installations militaires qui
placent la ville sous contrdle permanent.
La méfiance régne. Pis : les abords de ces
installations sont minés et provoquent des
accidents presque quotidiens au sein de la
population terrorisée.
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11 est interdit de se souvenir

OUR s’en convaincre, il suffit de
visiter 1'hopital de Mahabad.
construit par le dernier chah et rebaptisé
Ayatollah-Khomeiny aprés la révolution
islamique. Les victimes des mines — ber-
gers, promeneurs, enfants — y sont entas-
sées sans ménagement. De quoi rappeler
un autre événement inscrit dans toutes
les mémoires. Pendant la guerre irano-
irakienne, Mahabad fut bombardée pen-.
dant plus de vingt jours par 'armée ira-
nienne. Suspectée d’abri-
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ter le Parti démocratique
kurde iranien (PDKI) et
les Moudjahidines de
M. Massoud Radjavi —en
partie ralliés a I'Irak —, la
ville a été pilonnée par les

o | troupes iraniennes. Lors

de ce si¢ge punitif, la
population qui n’avait pas
réussi A fuir a dii se terrer
dans les caves et les sous-
sols. Ceux qui en sortaient
en quéte de nourriture le
faisaient au risque de leur
vie. On estime que prés de
mille cing cents habitants,
majoritairement des civils,
ont péri pendant cette opé-
ration militaire qui confi-
nait 3 la guerre civile.
L’objectif proclamé des
responsables iraniens est
resté tristement célébre :
« La téte du serpent kurde
est a Mahdbad, il faut
I’écraser. » Cet achame-
ment aveugle a laissé des

— uﬁ\he orientale du peuplement kurde
wes-e Limite de province créée en 1982

< e emmmeemner wasaiormssconrs STHUATION fin 1945 1 womaene e s e

9772 République de Mahabad
’:/A {contours approximatifs)

«=na Limites approximatives de la

% Afflux des Barzani

(1) : Kurdistan traces.
officiel iranien

Malgré ses soixante
mille habitants, il est diffi-
‘cile de considérer Maha-
bad comme une ville a part
entiere. Il s’agit plutdt

République autoproclamée Remontée de
d'Azarbaidjan du Sud I'arméa iranienne d’une grosse bourgade
CECILE MARIN commergante tournée vers
' son environnement agri-
UN REVE EPHEMERE cole et rural. La dynastie

En 1946, pendant un an, la République kurde
de Mahabad concrétise les aspirations d’un peuple.

des Pahlavi pas plus que la
République islamique
n ont cherché a developper le ussu
industnel de la ville, comme pour la
condamner 2 une lente.asphyxie. Les
promesses de développement industriel
du président Ali Akbar Rafsandjani, de
passage 3 Mahabad en aoiit 1995, sont
restées lettre morte.

Lactivité agricole est de plus en plus
fragilisée, faute de débouchés. Certes, le
barrage de Mahabad, construit par les
Yougoslaves dans les années 60, a per-
mis d’irriguer les champs de betteraves &
sucre, de tomates et de tabac, mais les
retombées locales sont faibles. La valo-
risation de ces produits par le biais d'une
industrie agroalimentaire se fait ailleurs.
Un vif sentiment d’abandon s’insinue
chez les habitants. Surplombant la ville,
un silo 2 grain délabré, hérité des Sovié-
tiques. est 12 pour incarner leur misére.

L'anémie économique pousse la jeu-
nesse kurde hors de la région, 3 la
irecherche d’un travail, I'exposant ainsi a
I’assimilation par la culture dominante
perse. A Mahabad, la formation univer-
sitaire est dévolue, depuis peu, 4 une

« université libre islamique » qui attire
également quelques étudiants des villes
{imitrophes, principalement d’Ourmieh,
la capitale de 1’ Azerbaidjan occidental.
1 s’agit d’un établissement privé, assez
onéreux et dont tous les enseignements
sont subordonnés 2 la religion chiite,
majoritaire en Iran. Or le Kurdistan est
essentiellement sunnite (2), d’ol. de

_nombreuses provocations et frictions.

Inutile de dire qu’il n’y a eu aucune
manifestation publique ni officielle pour
commémorer les cinquante ans de la
République kurde. II est interdit de se
souvenir ouvertement. De méme, les
recherches historiques sur cet épisode
sont inconcevables ; si le livre référence
de William Eagleton (3) a été traduit en
persan et en kurde kurmandji par un his-

 torien local, la diffusion de cette traduc-

tion a été interdite dés la fin de 1982. Les
témoins directs de la République dispa-
raissent peu 2 peu, quand ils ne sont pas
liquidés. Pourtant, un patient travail de
sauvetage et de restauration de cette
mémoire confisquée s'opére dans

"1'ombre. Les tombes des trois dirigeants

historiques de la République kurde
— notamment celle du « président »
Mohamad Quazi —- pendus aprés !’entrée
des troupes iraniennes dans Mahabad,
restent visibles dans I’ancien cimetiére.
D’acces difficile, entourées de hauts
murs, de barrieres et de barbelés, elles
sont entretenues en catimini.

La place dite des « Quatre Lampes »
est doublement connotée. C’est 13 que
Mohamad Quazi instaura la République,
le 22 janvier 1946, et c’est 13 que ses
trois principaux dirigeants furent pendus
le 31 mars 1947. Mais aucun batiment
officiel n’a survécu. Tout au plus, le nou-
veau responsable de la ville y a fait ins-
taller astucieusement quatre lampadaires
destinés A rappeler les événements qui se
déroulérent sur cette place circulaire.

Autre lieu de mémoire, le nouveau
cimetidre dans lequel un périmétre est
utilisé — sans aucune autorisation — pour
y concentrer les sépultures d’écrivains
patriotes vénérés, natifs de Mahabad.
Plusieurs de ces tombes ornées de
podmes invitant le peuple kurde au sur-

saut portent des traces de balles. Sur
T'une des steles, un mot a été parti-

culierement visé et mutilé : « liberté ».

- Alors' comment éwre kurde 3 Maha-
bad ? Le plein exercice, A découvert, de
son identité kurde est périlleux. Dans ce
régne- de Darbitraire, il faut trouver des
voies détournées, biaisées. Le double jeu
et la ruse prédominent. La peur tenaille,
alimentée par la répression militaire et
policiere. Si la pratique de la langue
kurde dans les lieux publics est en prin-
cipe tolérée en Iran, I’expression cultu-
relle demeure contrariée (c’est un
euphémisme), en particulier dans les
médias et I'édition. Ceux qui s'aven-
turent a publier en kurde sont trés rapi

dement contraints 2 I'exil. s

Immédiatement aprés la révolution
islamique, les partis, organisations, jour-
naux et revues kurdophones ont fleuri
pendant deux ans. Cette époque dorée
est révolue. Deux publications kurdes,
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strictement littéraires, ont survécu:
Serva, A Ourmieh, et Alvena, 2 Téhéran.
Aucune 3 Mahabad. En outre, les émis-
sions en kurde 2 la radio et la télévision
publiques ne sont que des traductions
exhaustives des bulletins officiels et ne
recueillent que trés peu d’audience. Afin
de pallier I'absence de médias privés, les
plus nantis se sont dotés d’antennes
paraboliques. Diabolisées par le régime
iranien, elles sont détruites ou confis-
‘quées par les pasdarans (gardiens de la
‘révolution). Pour assouvir leur besoin
.d’information libre et d’images du
:monde entier, les habitants prennent
maintenant leurs précautions. Ils ne
sortent leurs paraboles qu'a la nuit
tombée.

Ainsi, une cinquantaine de familles
suivent réguli¢rement les émissions de
MED-TV, canal kurde émis depuis
Londres. La conscience pankurde peut
ainsi s'aiguiser, sur les vestiges de la
‘République de Mahabad. Mais les tenta-
tives de renaissance politique sont vio-
lemment réprimées. Le PDK iranien,
fondé 2 Mahabad, est présenté par le
pouvoir comme une clique de terroristes
contre-révolutionnaires et traité comme
telle. Les internements arbitraires, la tor-
ture et les exécutions sommaires sont
1égion. Toute initiative citoyenane, méme
prudente et respectueuse de la légalité
islamique, est systématiquement contre-
carrée par Téhéran. Cinquante ans aprt}s,
les Kurdes de Mahabad semblent conti-
nuer A devoir payer leurs audaces
passées.

(1) Le Kurdistan, région peuplée par les Kurdes,
est A cheval sur la Turquie, I'Irak et I'lran. Dans
chacun de ces pays, les Kurdes luttent pour la
reconnaissance de leurs droits.

(2) I existe des Kurdes chiites ou « gens dc la
vérité », dans la partie méridionale du Kurdistan
iranien. La proportion de chrétiens est trés faible.

(3) William Eagleton, La République kurde de
1946, Complexe, Bruxelles. 1987.

JANVIER 1997 - LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE

JAN PIRUZ

OMBES DES TROILS PENDUS DE MAHABAD (aoit

Quatorze mois d’autonomie

L 'EXPERIENCE d‘autonomie kurde 3 Mahabad est née dans le contexte de la

1996)

seconde guerre mondiale. En 1941, I'occupation de I'lran par les Sovié-
tiques au nord et les Britanniques au sud, et 'abdication de Reza Chah
liberent le nationalisme kurde iranien de la féroce répression exercée jusqu’alors
par le pouvoir central. A Mahabad, Mohamad Quazi en profite pour prendre en
rsnain le gouvernement de sa ville et de la région qui I'entoure, du fac d'Ourmich &
akiz.

Mohamad Quazi est avant tout un négociateur qui recherche le soutien des
Soviétiques, tout en essayant de s’entendre avec Téhéran. Faute de résultat, il
finit par adopter une attitude plus belliqueuse en 1944 : signant un accord d’aide
mutuelle pour la création du grand Kurdistan avec les dirigeants kurdes d’Irak et
de Turquie, il se rallie tardivement au Komala {organisation secréte pour la
renaissance kurde en lran, ancétre du PDKI, Parti démocratique du Kurdistan
d'Irak). Et, le 17 décembre 1945, il fait hisser le drapeau kurde sur les batiments
officiels de Mahabad. Cette fois, il obtient la protection de |"'Union soviétique, qui
a des vues sur le Kurdistan.

Le 22 janvier 1946, Mohamad Quazi proclame la naissance de la premiére
République autonome kurde. De faible importance territoriale (15 000 km?) et
sans grands moyens, la République a surtout une importance culturelle et sym-
bolique. Ainsi, de nombreux Kurdes d'Irak viennent aussitdt s'installer 8 Maha-
bad. Et ce sont eux, sous la direction du général Mohamad Barzani, qui
repoussent les premiéres attaques de I'armée iranienne.

Mais le contexte international évolue défavorablement. En mai 1946, sous la
pression des puissances occidentales, les militaires soviétiques évacuent I'lran.
En aoGt, Mohamad Quazi va une fois de plus a Téhéran pour négocier un modus
vivendi. En vain, le nouveau chah, Mohamad Reza, enfin maitre chez lui, renoue
avec la sanglante pofitique antikurde de son pére. Le 27 novembre, I'armée ira-
nienne attaque. Mahabad capitule le 16 décembre. Le 31 mars 1947, Mohamad
Quazi est pendu sur la place publique. Cette méme place ou il avait proclamé
quatorze mois plus t6t la naissance de la République de Mahabad.

Turcs et Kurdes réconciliés par le cinéma

dialogue s'installent peu & peu, avant la descente au vil-

Par
NICOLAS
MONCEAU *

AMAIS encore le conflit dans le Sud-Est anatolien

n’avait été abordé de front par une ceuvre ciné-
matographique. Que les lumiéres ne s’éteignent pas,
premier long métrage du réalisateur turc Reis Gelik,
traite pour la premiére fois de ce sujet « sensible ». Un
groupe du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan {PKK) et
une unité militaire turque, qui s'affrontent sur ies hau-
teurs de la frontiére, sont décimés par une avalanche.
Seuls survivants, I'officier turc et le chef des rebelles -
avec, pour un temps, une jeune militante -, sont
contraints de s‘entraider afin de survivre dans ces
conditions extrémes. L'observation de I'« autre » et le

* Institut frangais d'études anatoliennes (IFEA), Istanbul.

lage et le retour aux réalités du conflit.

Volontairement didactique, te récit péche parfois par
simplisme. Au cours de leur errance, les personnages
expriment et confrontent leurs divergences -le dis-
cours officiel de I'Etat turc d’un cots, les revendications
des rebelles de I’autre —, au risque d’apparaitre comme
des stéréotypes. Cette pluralité des points de vue et la
nécessaire neutralité qui s'impose au cinéaste pour
d'évidentes raisons de censure (la loi de 1986 sur le
cinéma interdit, entre autres, toute forme de « propa-
gande separatiste ») s’accompagnent toutefois de
choix narratifs et de mise en scéne plus audacieux.

En ouverture du fiim, le meurtre d'un korucu (gar-
dien de village, rémunéré par I'Etat turc) au cours de
I’attaque d'un bus par les rebelles souligne e
déchirement de la population locale entre les exigences
de leur «cause » et les contraintes matérielles. Plus
tard, la vision d’un village en ruine, totalement dévaste,
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en dit long sur la violence des combats qui se sont
déroulés ‘dans-la région. Les militants du PKK y sont
présentés'‘comme des 8tres humains, nourris d’espoirs
et de doutes. Une image qui contraste avec le discours
officiel des autorités militaires ou politiques sur les
« terroristes ». La fraternité naissante entre le soldat et
le rebelle suggere, trés prudemment, que |‘affronte-
ment n’est pas irrémédiable. Et la conclusion du film
est étonnante. Un villageois menace indistinctement
les deux ennemis désarmés, symbolisant ainsi la res-
ponsabilité partagée de I'armée et des activistes kurdes
dans la dévastation-de la région.

Un tel film n’aurait pas vu le jour sans un assou-
plissement sensible de la censure en Turquie. La levée
de V'interdiction de I'ceuvre de Yilmaz Giiney et de ses
collaborateurs, officialisée par la projection, en 1995, de
ses films majeurs {L’Espoir, Yol, ou Le Mur} au Festival
du cinéma d'Ankara témoignent de cette ouverture
dans le domaine culturel. Il en va de méme pour les
adaptations cinématographiques des textes de Nazim
Hikmet, ou, dans un registre différent, pour la diffusion
sur le petit écran de Midnight Express d’Alan Parker.

Cependant, si Que les lumiéres ne s’éteignent pas a
pu traverser les mailles des différentes commissions de
censure, ol siégent des représentants du conseil pour
la sécurité nationale et du ministére de I'intérieur, ses

Tm‘ leb Dﬂl{y News WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1997

difficultés ne sont pas terminées pour autant. La Cour
de sareté de I'Etat qui, en mars 1996, condamnait I'écri-
vain Yachar Kemal & vingt mois d’emprisonnement
avec sursis pour des écrits jugés « subversifs » sur les
droits du peuple kurde a entrepris d’engager des pour-
suites a I'encontre du film.

L E film est sorti en salle le 25 octobre 1996. En dépit
des mesures de sécurité renforcées A I'entrée des
salles et d’une distribution réduite - seulement six
copies a travers le pays -, plus de 40 000 spectateurs,
turcs et kurdes confondus, ont assisté 3 sa projection
durant les quinze premiers jours. Son lancement a éga-
lement suscité I'intérét des milieux politiques ou asso-
ciatifs qualifiés de « progressistes ». L’avant-premiére
du film, organisée dans un cinéma d’Istanbul, a ras-
semblé de nombreuses personnalités politiques.
M. Ercan Karakas, député du Parti républicain du
peuple {CHP), connu pour son militantisme actif en
faveur des droits de 'homme en Turquie, a proposé
d’organiser une soirée & Ankara autour du film en réu-
nissant les principaux dirigeants des partis politiques
ainsi que les parlementaires turcs. Cette « plate-
forme » pour la paix devrait permettre, selon ses pro-
moteurs, de développer un débat a I'échelon national &
travers une ceuvre qui dépasse largement le cadre du
cinéma. -

Amnesty International branch for [mir |

from Amnesty International’s European
" development branch will attend the [zmir

. Chamber of Medical Doctors, the lzmir

- of : the Contemporary . Journalists

Turkish Daily News tishment of the new branch.
ANKARA- A meeting to establish 2 Amnesty International, whose center is
branch of Amnesty International in in London, organizes campaigns concern-
';Vg’ilntc’; 1?:;‘332 dJ an. 18, the Anatolia eWS  ng human rights violations all over the
- " Heather McGill and Julia Sherwood ~ WOrld-  According  to Amnesty

‘Turkish members of the organization can-
* ot deal with their ‘own country’s human
“rights violations. The Amnesty
_International information bulletin is pub--
_lished monthly in English, Arabic,

meeting. Associations such as the lzmir .
Bar Association, and the Aegean branch’

Association will contribute to the estab-.

International’s founding principles,

Fx_'ench,'Spanish and Turkish. .. .

Journalists’ union;
‘96 was a bad year

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The Turkish Journalists’ Union (TGS)
criticized the year 1996, declaring it one full of
restrictions, arrests and seatences_in the world of
communication, the Anatolia news agency reported.
. A written statement from TGS stated that three
journalists had been killed, 209 were taken into cus--
tody or arrested, and 90 were physically attacked
whllci1 performing their work over the past twelve
months.

Turkl:fb Dﬂﬂy Neu}s WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1997

The statement alsc noted some important 1996
incidents, such as the condemnation of Yagar Kemal,
the suit brought against Cetin Altan, the trial of
1,079 writers who signed the book “Freedom of
Thought,” and the arrest of artist Sanar Yurdatapan.
Mention was given to limitations the Welfare Party-
True Path Party coalition government attempted to
bring upon the press. The draft bill, or so-called
“Censor Law,” which proposed new censorship
plans, never crystallized due to reactions of the press
and the public. .
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- Ambassador Kandemir:
'In 1997, we must strive for enhanced partnership'

Kandemi expects Kurdish lobby '
1o expand in Washington “Ai"of tl:ov;Fgglrl'l, l996,kthe !?utgal trade voé-
T ume hit the illion mark,” Kandemir noted.
US adminisiration i booking more “But we are still running a trade deficit of $1 bil-
positively at RP-DYP government’ lion in Washington’s favor. By expanding our
bilateral relations we have to move towards a more

o balanced trade exchange,” he noted.

Turkish Daily News As to that lofty target of an ideal Turkish-

WASHINGTON — The ship of Turkish-U.S. rela-
tions during the past year has ridden waves high and
low, sailed quite a bit on an even keel, yet still is some
distance away from the safe port of “enhanced partner-

ship,” according to a senior Turkish diplomat who

should know — Niizhet Kandemir, Turkish ambassador
to Washington since 1989.

“We have to rest our bi-lateral relations on a firmer
foundation in 1997 and expand our non-military cooper-
ation as well,” he said. “We are friends but sometimes
friends can disadgree among themselves. -We have to
accept that we do not have to agree on everything to
reinforce this foundation,” he added.

Commenting on the perception of RP-DYP coalition
in Washington, Kandemir said the Administration was
now regarding the Turkish government headed by
Islamist Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan in a more
positive light than before. “There are mutual interests in
geur b_icllatcral relations and we’ll continue on that basis,”

said.

The highs
. During his annual up of the U.S.-Turkish rela-

tions with Turkish journalists in Washington, Kandemir
has drawn attention to the following high points:

1) Washington gfave its full support to Ankara in
Turkey’s eventual full-membership in the European
Union. Should Turkey use its veto power over NATO
expansion to secure entrance to the EU, a journalist
asked. “Using such a tactic may actually backfire. One
has to be very careful and calibrate the dosage well,”
Kandemir warned. :

-2) U.S. continues to support Turkey on the
Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline to carry Azeri crude to
European markets. L

3) Turkey and the United States continue to
cooperate fully in fighting terrorism.
“Consultations that began three {sars ago are
expected to continue in 1997, in Washington,”
Kandemir said. ~ ~ ° co .

4) Turkey proved its worth as a reliable ally by
shouldering the responsibility of train-and-equip
pr?ram devised by the United States for the troops
of Bosnian-Croat Federation. -

On the economic front, Kandemir said U.S.-
Turkish Joint Economic Commission meeting held

in Ankara was a success. Business Development
Council agreement and the agreement to avoid dou-
ble-taxation were among the important achieve-
ments of the vear in bi-lateral relations.

American relationship, 1.e. an “enhanced partner-
shir" which transcends the parameters of a mere
military-geostrategic alliance and thrives on
extended economic and cultural linkages as well,
Kandemir said “such an understanding is gaining a
firm hold on both sides.” Yet, the full realization
of such a vision “may take a little bit more time,”
he added.

And the lows

Turning to the less pleasing developments of the
year, Kandemir, with perhaps a dash of diplomatic
understatemeant, allowed that “the importance of
military and economic assistance has declined con-
siderably.” Economic Support Fund grants (only
422 million for FY’97) was reduced to a symbolic
gesture. Foreign Military Financing, which was all
Frant in 1993, 1s now a credit {(of a mere $175 mil-
ion for FY'97) extended over the current market
rates, Kandemir observed.

Anti-Turkish lobbies

Concerning the activities of anti-Turkish grougs
in America, the senior Turkish diplomat said he
was not hopeful that they would cease and desist in
1997. “I think the Administration would not be
ab_lg to contain their questionable activities,” he
said. :
He recalled that the combined efforts of
Armenian, Greek and Kurdish lobbies in 1996 have
indeed been successful in blocking the orders
Turkey placed with Pentagon for ten Super Cobra
helicopters and three frigates. “We expect such
opposition to continue in the coming year, as well
as our firm determination to counter 1t,” he said.

Kurdish lobby

. Commenting on - the Kurdish lobby in
Washington represented by such.organizations as
American Kurdish Information Network (AKIN),
Washington Kurdish Institute (WKI) and others,
Kandemur said he expected the influx of Kurdish
refugees from northern Iraq to coatribute to the
expansion of Kurdish lobbying activities in
America. Washington Post reported that 2,200
such Kurds have already arrived in- America from
Guam, with about 350 of them settled.in Maryland,
Vi{lginia and Washington D.C. areas.

urkish ambassador commented on the insuffi-
cient efforts of the Administration to counter the
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1n%’ — concerning Erbakan’s allegation.

ut Kandemir added that Turkey is bound to
carry on its own relations with countries like Iran
or Libya even if Washington does not agree with it.

Nuzhet Kandemir, Turkish ambassador to Washington

uestionable activities of such groups as well. He.
or example, mentioned the case of Kani Xulam,
the director of AKIN, who was tried on charges of
federal passport fraud and Jret was sentenced by an
- - Armenian-American judge in California to ox;lf'
400 hours of “community service” in (among all
places) the AKIN office in Washington, where he
was working at in the first place. .
“That was a ridiculous trial and a ridiculous sen-

tence. There is no way to explain it rationally,”
Kandemir said. : :

Arrow left the bow ' :

Concerning the influx of Kurdish refugees from
Guam to the United States, Kandemir said “the
arrow has left the bow already.”

He added that Turkey would be relying on the
“understanding” of the United States government to
monitor the possible anti-Turkish activities of vari-
ous Kurdish groups in America. He said he shared
with Administration officials as well as the repre-
sentatives of IntelSat satellite company the grave
concerns Turkey has against the broadcasts of
MED-TV, which is controlled by the PKK. MED-
TV had a contract to use IntelSat satellites.

Reactions to Refah -

When asked the sort of difference the RP-DYP
coalition, headed by the Islamist Prime Minister
Necmettin - Erbakan, - made in Clinton
Administration’s perception of the bi-lateral rela-
tions, Kandemir said “this Administration has more
and more started to take this coalition government
as its normal counterpart.” .. o

Concerning Erbakan's eventful visit to Libya,
where he called the U.S. a “terrorist state,”.
Kandemir admitted that the Administration.officials
have conveyed him their “sorrow” — if not “warn-

“We should not exaggerate the problems in that
regard,” he said. L

'Obstinate' IMF .- -

‘Touching on Turkey’s current problems to secure
credits from international finance institutions,
Kandemir called International Monetary Fund's

Qrefusal to renew a stand-by agreement with Turkey

as a case of “obstinacy.” An IMF delegation visit-
ed Turkey in May and cited lack of structural
reforms and run-away gublic financing as the top
reasons why they would not greenlight new credit
lines to Turkey.

“Institutions like IMF and the World Bank must
reverse their policy. They have to realize that what
hurts Turkey will hurt the region and even the
world as well,” Kandemir said. “International
institutions like IMF and WB should not act with
domestic policy considerations in mind.” .

Cyprus ,
Cyprus and Turkish-Greek relations was another

issue that Turkish Ambassador touched upon dur-

ing his annual review. Admitting that there were
expectations of “new initiatives” in Cyprus and that
the Administration has been involved in an “imagi-
native process,” he nevertheless criticized the way
Washington so far treated Ankara and Athens on an
equal footing, almost in an obligatory fashion.

“It is not necessary, for example, for American
envoys to visit Greece each time they visit Turkey,
or vice versa,” he said by way of an example.
“Turkey is a much larger and much more important
country in the region. . ‘

Perhaﬁsarthe reason they gave an impression, dur-
ing the Kardak crisis for example, that Turkey and
Greece were two countries equal in value was
because of the upcoming presidential elections,”
Kandemir suggested, referring to the importance of
Greek-American pressure groups. - :

Albright ‘ - o
. When asked his impressions of Madeleine K.
Albright, Kandemir shared his positive reading of
the Secretary of State nominee. . -~ - -
“She is a lady who can think realistically,” he
said, and attributed that quality to'the fact that, the
Czech-born Albright had her share of “European
culture.” “She can evaluate the developments on
the other side of the Ocean a little better,” he said.
- *I think Turkish-U.S. relations can get better dur-
ing Albright’s tenure,” Kandemir concluded. -
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~ PKK attacks radio
station in Southeast

Tufkls}) Dﬂlly News WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1997

Turki\gb Daily Neu)s VWEDNESDAY. JANUARY 1, 1997

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- On the last day of 1996,
separatists from the outlawed Kurdistan
Vf;rkers’ Party (PKK) continued their
terrorist activities, raiding a Turk-
Telekom radio-link station in a south-
eastern town of Diyarbakar’s Ergani dis-
trict, escaping with the station officials’
four pistols and two hand radios, the
Anatolia new agency reported.

No casualties or injuries were report-
ed, and operations in the region to C?F-
ture the terrorists are underway, the offi-
cials said.

An overview of PKK terror

Turkish security forces have inflicted
heavy blows against the s;z&aratist
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) over

The past decade: Turkish security forces inflicted
heavy blows against the separatist Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK) over the last ten years, killing 13,255
militants, injuring 244 and capturing nearly 2,000

the last decade, killing 13,255 militants,
in&(t}ing 244 and capturing nearly
2,000.

From the year 1987, when emergency
rule was implemented in Turkey's
southeastern region, to date nearly 1,700
separatists surrendered and approximate-
g 3,900 security force members were

illed.

According to official government g&)
ures, the PKK have killed nearly 4,
civilians and have injured roughly 5,000
in raids on villages such as in Dargegit,
Yuval: and Efeler.

The separatist organization has alsc
been accused of killing more than 130
teachers in Turkey’s southeast region.

Security forces seized 17,000 rifles
5,700 pistols, 1,037 rocket launchers.

9,500 mortars. 14,500 hand grenades,
six anti-aircraft weapons, 2,000 mines,
13 blaze guns, 20,000 tons of food and
16,000 items in the medical equipment
and medicine category.

What happened in 1996

Turkish security forces made signifi-
cant strikes against the separatist
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in
1996, killing 2,782 rebels, injuring 36
and capturing nearly 320.

Dunng this year’s anti-terrorism oper-
ations, 531 security force soldiers lost
their lives and the PKK militants killed
143 civilians, including four teachers.

Official government figures say that
security forces also seizeg 2,000 rifles,
730 pistols, 130 rocket launchers, 1550
mortars, 2480 hand grenades and
250,000 bullets.

The killing of 11 civilians in $imak’s
Tagkonak, the killing of the 27 security
forces member in clashes in Diyarbakr,
and the massacre of four teachers were
among the worst terrorist activities by
PKK rebels in the region.

_ This year also witnessed some other
important Southeast developments, such
as the fighting of rival Kurdish groups in
northern Iraq and, as a resuftmof the
efforts of Welfare Party Deput
Fethullah Erbag, the release of Turkis
soldiers who were captured by the PKK
over a year ago.

_More than 21,000 people have been
killed in the 12-year conflict between
the security forces and the PKK.

Police demonstration
against delegation in Lice

Turkisk Dajly News

ISTANBUL- A delegation- consisting
of the representatives of various parties
and trade unions which was formed to
investigate the recent claims of forceable
recruitment of the local male population
as village guards visited Diyarbakir’s
Lice district on Monday.

The “Urgent Monitoring Delegation”
was formed upon the Diyarbakir
Democracy Platform’s call following the
complaints by Lice inhabitants of perse-
cution by security forces which received
some coverage in the press last week.

The delegation was initially not
allowed into the town by the security
forces, who claimed that they needed
’slpecial permission to enter the district.

he delegation then called the
Emergency Rule Regional Governor and
obtained permission.

Women of Lice lobbied the delegation
claiming: “They are beating up our men

to make them village guards.”

Gendarme Captain Hadi [lbas, the act-
ing governor of Lice, said to the delega-
tion that nobody in the town had been
forced to become village guards. “All
our village guards are voluntary,” the
military govemnor claimed.

However, the village guards gave a
fundamentally different account to the
delegation, but their meeting with the
delegates was disturbed by the Captain
shouting: “Do not misdirect my men” to
the delegates.

Upon this, the plain clothed policemen
began to manhandle the members of the
delegation and journalists covering the
eveat. Police officers shouted slogans
against the delegation claiming that they
were “PKK agents.” The delegation had
to leave the town in order to avoid arrest
and mistreatment without concluding
their investigation.

According to the reports, the inhabi-
tants of Diyarbakur’s Lice district have

v2en under intense pressure from author-
ities since 20 December to be persuaded
to become village guards.

The town was raided by the gen-
darmes on that date and all the male pop-
ulation were seized and held at the
‘Gendarmerie station overnight, during
which the detainees were allegedly sub-
jected to beatings by the gendarmes. The
authorities denied the claims, stating that
110 men had joined the village guards
voluntarily in the Lice district.

Lice is known to be a stronghold of
the pro-Kurdish People’s Democracy
Party (HADEP), and has been subjected
to similar pressure in the past. Large
parts of the town were burned down by
security forces in late October 1993, and
the town was partially evacuated.

The population has decreased from
1993’s 10,000-plus to little over 2,500
today.

The district is sensitive from the con-
tinuous pressures of the authorities, and
the recent attempt of forceable village
guard recruitment by the authorities cre-
ated outrage from human rights organi-
zations and political parties, serving to
raise tensions even higher for the
remaining inhabitants.
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Turkish Troops Hunt
Down Kurds

Thursday, January 2, 1997 8:38 pm EST

\\

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (AP) -- Turkish jets streamed
over the Iragi border Thursday to lend their fire power
to 5,000 troops hunting down Kurdish rebels.

The four-day push into Iraq has killed 100 Kurds, about
25 of them Thursday, the military said in a statement.

npost.cém

The Anatolia news agency, in a separate report quoting
- military officials, reported Turkish jets bombed a

: suspected rebel camp in Hakurk near the borders of
Turkey, Iran and Iraq. The report did not give casualty
figures.

o

Turkish troops occasionally go after Turkish Kurdish
separatists in northern Iraq, where rebels maintain
bases for hit-and-run raids. The rebels have been
fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey since
1984.

The Turkish troops, backed by F-4 jets and helicopter
gunships, began the latest incursion after guerrillas
attacked an army outpost near the southeastern
Turkish town of Silopi.

A pro-rebel organization in Germany ‘denied Thursday
that the guerrillas have suffered heavy losses.

\L _ “"The rebels are holding their own," a spokeswoman
for the DEM news agency said. She declined to give her
name. ' : ‘

She said that rebels had killed six Turkish soldiers in
battles close to the border. The Turkish military said
only two soldiers had been killed.

lives.

\ __ | )

Since '1984, the conflict has claimed more than 21,000
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Ti”kl‘Sb Dally News THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 1997

Ciller’s baggage caught in 'Customs

By Giil Demir
Turkish Daily News
ISTANBUL- Just about a year ago prior to gener-
al elections Turkey's political parties were playing
around with the issue of entering a customs union
with the European Union as if they were luggage
handlers tossing pieces of baggage around. They
threw things at the pro-union and anti-union voters
to gain a point or two more in the election but once
that was over relations with the EU entered an
extended timeout as politicians became involved
with domestic baggage problems, the latest being
the Susurluk traffic accident. Now those sectors are
silent one year later even though they had been rely-
ing on Tansu Ciller, a person ever eager to f]
flag as an election strategy, to bear aloft the EU flag.
fenders of the customs union as a step towards
Turkey’s becoming a full member of the EU seem
ashamed now following the last EU summit meeting
- the exact opposite seems to be hap-
pening. The people responsible for
drawing Turkey’s political chart this
past lz'ear destroyed the esteem in
which the country was held among
EU countries. The slightest of descrip-
tions used against them in the
European media has been “liar.” But
they’ve rather lost their shame at such
sobriquets and don’t hesitate to make
open threats and suggest blackmail.
It must be said that over the past
ﬁar since the EU Parliament voted
3 to 149 in favor of Turkey’s entry
into the customs union there have
been a number of verg interesting
developments. Turkey has had three
different governments (as if one
might change sets of luggage on 2
whim). The country has become stage
center for important domestic and for-
eign events — watched with care by a
number of countries and especiaYly
neighbors and allies. The result one
Kcar later is a broken dream; Turkey
as not had any financial assistance
for the customs union put in the bag-
faFe which Tansu Ciller, “the beauti-
ul blonde western oriented woman”
as she is described, carries about with
her nor gotten closer to EU member-
ship. An¥way it would have been a
miracle if the result had been differ-
ent; there’s no room for miracles in an
European rationality-based reality.
The period began with great hopes.
When %eiller, prime minister at the
time, took her baggaﬁe in hand and
went to the Customs Union, the peo-- ,
ple on duty there asked ever so politely, “Are you
carrying anything whose entry into the Customs
Union is prohibited?” She replied, “Are you kid-
ding, my dear? My bag contains the changes to the
laws which would provide security for human rights
such as democratization, precautions against torture
and freedom of thought and expression and the
fulmnsofzsqlvm&tbe Kudish problem. But
or God's sake don’t think there's anvthing in there

related to Leyla Zana because ‘She’ has to stay in
prison. I can't abide being left in the shade by
another beautiful woman.

“Look I have good news for you. I've put in on
top the clothes I'll wear for the celebration you'll
hold when you accept the Cypriot Greek community
into full membership with the EU. I know that there
are many things in mg' baggage which will please
you but you won't find a headscarf, turban or prayer
rug. I don’t even know how to perform the prayer
ritual. I don’t suppose you do either, do you? See
how much we share.” ' '

Giller glanced around and then leaned over to
whisper, keeping her mouth carefully shielded
against lip readers, “Look here, if you don’t let me
through customs with my baggage, I won’t be able

to win the election in Turkey ten days from now. If [
don’t win, maybe the flood will. If the flood wins,
what's g)omg to happen... And after the flood, what
happens? Never mind my dear, it's not so important.
As far as I can understand, the Islamist Welfare
Party (RP) will likely come to power. And however
much it takes to bring the RP to power, that's all
you’ll get. Because the RP will tum its face east, to
other Islamist regimes whatever happens and turn its
back on you. No more selling your wares to us.”
- 'But Ciller couldn’t convince the customs officials
of what she was saying so they told her to go off to
one side where they would look in her luggage after
the other passengers had gone by. The officials
knew that she had frequently found herself being
ueried in the police stations of Europe because
re was a 180-degree difference between what she
said and what she did. But even as Ciller was wait-
ing at the side of the Customs Union with baggage

in hand to set out for the EU, the smell of dirty laun-
dry in her bag spread through the whole of Europe.
ii‘llcr got bored waiting and started to play at
making a film. She always carried a Turkish flag
with her and she started waving it in the Customs
salon as if to a military band march as ‘she took it to
the top of the Kardak (Imea) rocks. She was stopped
# bitas-if suddenlysaware of how.exuberant she-
become -when: people around hersstarted saying,
“Lady, please calm down a bit.” In the film she was
making she was tryinﬁ to play an intelligent, well-
behaved person with the help. of extraordinary
efforts from the director, accepting a supporting cast
role and even saying yes to Mesut Yiimaz’s being
writtén into the script as the lead actor. But during
filming, a quarrel erupted between her and Yilmaz
whose films have been well received in Europe and
especially in Germany and who was playing in this
one. The distastefulness began with questions about
the film, “Where does the mill’s water cone from?”
which Yilmaz himself had filmed eatlier. Since
Yilmaz keFt re ted'lﬁ‘askin , “What did you grind
in the mill with the TL S00 iillion paid out from
one of the government’s covert funds?” and pushed
her so much that she abandoned the film set with it
only half finished. S
he got a role in another film right away and
stepped before the cameras with Necmettin
Erbakan, a person whom she had sworn to never do
a film with. And there right before the astonished
Customs officials she pulled headscarves from her
luggage and a prayer rug which she spread out as
the call to prayer sounded and again did her daily
rehearsal for the role of Belkis, Queen of Sheba. She
had been a great success in this film but she really
lost face with the pe%ple watching her, including the
Customs officials. The latter now really became
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curious about what else might be in her luggage
after this miraculous transformation: Even if it

wasn't all of the dirty laundry hidden where it was
hard to find like in the comer of he:batg’Whmi the
Susurluk affair was, at least a portion’of it was got-

ten out. The whole world has come to know. about
‘the crash of the Mercedes at Susurluk and who and
what were in it as the result of its
collision with a truck. Perhaps there
are yet moré bands of organized
criminals to be found out that way..
All in one blow -all sorts of things.
which one. would expect in'an
American film came rolling out as if
Pandora’s steamer trunk had been in
thecartoo.: = T
- The scenario included murders by
unidentified people, the drug trade, -
gambling, money laundering, sabo-
tagé, equipping insurgents in neigh-
boring countries, incitement to war,.
assassinations, newspaper bomb-
ings, kidnappings, warning shots;
disappearances and so on. And
Giller by her own words placed her-
self in the leading role in this film.
But Ciller’s dreams of ﬁttin‘g
Turkey into the EU which she was
carrying around in her luggage were.
ruined on the stage of Susurluk’
ithanks to. the  German-made’
‘Mercedes. '
And so the situation as it is now at
Jeast was made clear to Ciller in
Dublin by words,. attitude and

‘behavior which she-could under-
stand - entrance into-the EU was
not totally out of the question.
Ciller, as one l(l:f the leading players

in a’ Turkis “The
Godfather,? ' made- threats’ and
attempted:.:to ' blackmail ** the
Bur<;peans_ o far-hasn’t created
any fear. If Ciller'can’t verbally con-
‘vince the “members of the patriotic;

. _ brave and honorable criminal orga-;
nizations” to take matters into their own hands.
quickly or can’t through her own ‘efforts get the.
countries of the EU to open‘their doors to Turkey’s
full membership, the situation looks bleak.:

+-So it is impossible for Turkey to have a place in
the. European cinema with scenarios based on lpl'n

_tecting and strengthening a constitution and laws
which. reflect the:militaryscoup-of:Septemiber:12;
1980;-on infringing human rights; torture.and
restricting freedom of thought and expression and
looking for a compulsory “solution” to the Kurdish
problem by means of the Gladio criminal organiza-.
tl(in's and-in films in which Ciller has the leading
POIE, - o ot e e

- On the other hand Ciller:is the perfect dctor-for:
the Americani’cinema.. She proved this many times’
in her films..-We think that until another star-¢an be.
found to replace her, she will continue to be in films
under the strict control of her directors, ... ..
" You.ask-what will ‘haﬁgen ‘about.the, Customs;
Union, but what else could?:: In-the year following
approval of the Customs Union éxports: from:
uropean countries to Turkey rose.by 50 percent.
‘while Turkey’s exports to Europe fell ten percent..
‘What other damage could thete be?,- - " 7" 7

Turkish Daily News - suumsons. msuner. o
Mounting PKK toll in
Turkey's N. Iraq push
Groudand i e woops bl by i aprr e

cross into northern lraq in - pursuit of separai: militnts

it aratis rom the Kurdistan Workers’
pursut of Separalists Party (PKK), as ground forces
continue a  cross-border
operation against rebels in

TDN with wire services

ANKARA.- Turkish troops,

the region, the Anatolian news
agency said on Wednesday.

A statement issued on
Tuesday by the office of the
General gtaff, quoted by
-Anatolia, said a brigade
crossed into the region on
Monday night after troops
came under fire along the bor--

der near the southeastern -

Turkish town of Silopi.
By Tuesday at least 43 PKK
militants had been killed,

according to the statement.

It said the operation contin-
ued on Wednesday with fur-
ther high casualties for the
PKK.

. The total number of PKK
militants killed so far was
given by military sources on
Wednesday as 71. ‘

Cobra helicopters also
launched bomb attacks on
PKK militants trying fo escape
across the border into Iraq,
added Anatolia.

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.I’.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

Turquie-Irak-Kurdes : Cent séparatistes kurdes tués par I'armée turque, selon, un nouveau bilan

ANKARA, Jan 2 (AFP) - Cent séparatistes kurdes ont été tués par I'armée turque au cours de I'opération
militaire lancée depuis lundi soir dans le nord de I'lrak, ont indiqué jeudi des sources militaires.

“Cent‘terroristes ont été tués dans la région de Sinath (nord de I'lrak) depuis le début de I'opération (dans la
nuit du 30 au 31 décembre)", indique un communiqué de I'Etat-major turc.

"Actuellement, des opérations de nettoyage sont menées dans cette région", a ajouté le communiqué.

10
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Un précédent bilan mercredi avait fait état de 72 militants du PKK tués.

Quelque milliers de soldats turcs ont pénétré dans le nord de I'lrak dans la nuit de lundi @ mardi avangant d'une
vingtaine de km a l'intérieur de ce territoire & la recherche de séparatistes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK) qui ont attaqué des cibles turques a partir de leurs bases en Irak.

Appuyées par un soutien aérien, les troupes turques ont détruit trois camps du PKK dans la région de Sinath,
selon la méme source. L'aviation turque a bombardé, jeudi, dans la méme région, la base de Khakurk des
rebelles du PKK, selon I'agence Anatolie.

L'opération de I'armée turque avait éte lancée dans la nuit de lundi @ mardi en réaction a des "tirs de
harcélement", & l'artillerie lourde et au mortier du PKK, & partir du territoire irakien sur des unités militaires
turques situées prés de Silopi, une localité turque située & une dizaine de km de la frontiére avec I'Irak.

Le PKK méne une rébellion armée contre Ankara depuis aodt 1984 pour créer un Etat kurde indépendant dans
le sud-est anatolien a la frontiére avec la Syrie, I''rak et I'lran. Le PKK utilise I'irak du nord comme base arriére.

La rébellion du PKK et les opérations de représailles de I'armée turque ont fait plus de 23.000 morts, civils,
rebelles kurdes et membres des forces de sécurité.

ue/fmi eaf

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

AF.P.- Agence France Presse-AE P - Agence France Presse-ALE - Agence France Presse

Turquie-Irak-Kurdes : Cent séparatistes kurdes tués par
I'armée turque, selon un nouveau bilan

ANKARA, 2 jan (AFP) - L'aviation turque a bombardé jeudi la base de
Khakurk des rebelles du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK,
séparatistes kurdes de Turquie) dans le nord de I'lrak, en marge de
I'opération aéro-terrestre qui se poursuit depuis lundi dans la méme
région, a rapporté l'agence Anatolie.

Des chasseurs-bombardiers F-4 qui ont décollé de la base aérienne de
Diyarbakir ont infligé de lourdes pertes aux rebelles kurdes positionnés
dans cette importante base du PKK dans l'extréme nord-est de 1Trak,
frontaliere avec la Turquie et 1'Iran, selon l'agence qui cite des sources
officielles.

Selon un bilan communiqué mercredi, soixante-douze membres du
PKK ont été tués depuis le début de l'opération militaire lancée lundi
soir par l'armée turque contre un groupe de 100 a 120 maquisards
repéré dans la région de Sinath, a I'extréme nord-ouest de I'Irak, pres
de la frontiere avec la Syrie et la Turquie.

Deux soldats turcs avaient été tués et 6 autres blessés, dont trois
grievement, lors de ces opérations.

Les troupes turques qui ont parfois pénétré jusqu'a dix km de
profondeur en territoire irakien, fouillaient jeudi les zones nettoyées
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des rebelles du PKK, toujours selon l'agence.

Cette opération avait été lancée en réaction a des "tirs de harcelement”,
a l'artillerie lourde et au mortier du PKK, a partir du territoire irakien
sur des unités militaires turques situées prés de Silopi, une localité
turque située a une dizaine de km de la frontiére avec I'Irak.

Le PKK meéne une rébellion armée contre Ankara depuis aolt 1984
pour créer un Etat kurde indépendant dans le sud-est anatolien a la
frontiere avec la Syrie; I'Irak et I'Iran. Le PKK utilise 1'Irak du nord
comme base arriere.

La rébellion du PKK et les opérations de représailles de I'armée turque
ont fait plus de 23.000 morts, civils, rebelles kurdes et membres des
forces de sécurité.

KG/fmi eaf

A F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

 Irak-Turquie : Bagdad critique Ankara et Washington pour
- l'opération militaire turque

BAGDAD, 2 jan' (AFP) - Un quotidién officiel irakien a dénoncé jeudi
I'opération menée par l'armée turque dans le nord de 1Trak contre des
séparatistes kurdes turcs et déploré le silence des Etat-Unis.

La Turquie "a déja essayé les opérations militaires, qui ne lui ont
jamais assuré la sécurité" recherchée, a affirmé le quotidien as-Saoura,
organe du parti Baas au pouvoir, qui a "dénoncé et rejeté"” 'opération
de I'armée turque.

"L'attitude de spectateur adoptée par les Etats-Unis" a I'égard de
I'opération turque "montre que Washington ment lorsqu'il prétend
étre concerné par la sécurité des Kurdes", a ajouté le journal.

"La Maison blanche n'a jamais été sincére envers les Kurdes
lorsqu'elle affirme vouloir assurer leur sécurité”, selon as-Saoura.

Il s'agit de la premiére réaction irakienne a l'opération aéro-terrestre
lancée lundi par la Turquie contre le Parti des Travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) dans une région irakienne proche de la frontiére.
Selon un bilan officiel turc mercredi, 72 maquisards ont été tués.

Le gouvernement de Bagdad affirme que seul le rétablissement de son -
autorité dans le nord de 1'Irak sera en mesure d'assurer la sécurité de la
Turquie et de I'Iran, qui se plaignent des attaques menées contre leurs
territoires depuis la région contr6lée depuis 1991 par des factions.
kurdes irakiennes.

fch-mch/tm

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

12




| Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

ALDP- Agence France Presse-AP- Agence France Presse-ALP.- Agence France Presse

Turquie-Kurdes : Le chef du PKK renouvelle son appel au dialogue avec Ankara

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 2 jan (AFP) - Le chef du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste),
Abdullah Ocalan, a renouvelé son appel au dialogue avec Ankara pour résoudre la question kurde, dans une
‘interview télévisée, mercredi soir, par une chaine de télévision par satellite, MED-TV, proche du PKK.

"Il faut surmonter la question (ndir: kurde), non en s'entretuant mais par la voie de dialogue” a déclaré Ocalan,
alias "Apo" qui a affirmé, dans cet interwiew téléphonique, que son but n'était pas de modifier les frontiéres de la

Turquie.

Ocalan a affirmé que le gouvernement d'Ankara voulait I'assassiner et dépensait, pour se faire, des sommes

importantes.

Abdullah Ocalan a réitéré, ces jours derniers, ses appels au dialogue avec Ankara. Dans une interview publiée
par un quotidien turc le 23 décembre, le chef du PKK avait déclaré qu'il allait lancer, en 1997, des "appels
difficiles a rejeter pour une paix qui préservera les frontiéres de la Turquie. (...). L'heure de la paix est désormais
venue comme celle d'une discussion sur une fédération ou un Etat décentralisé”, avait-il déclaré.

Le PKK méne, depuis 1984, une rébellion armée contre Ankara dans I'est et le sud-est anatoliens a majorité
kurde, afin d'y créer un Etat indépendant. Cette rébellion a fait plus de 23.000 morts, rebelles, militaires et civils.

L'armée turque poursuit, depuis lundi, des opérations aéroterrestres contre les bases du PKK dans le nord de
I'Irak. Soixante-douze rebelles au total ont été tués lors de ces opérations, selon Ankara. Jeudi, une base
importante du PKK dans la région de Khakurk, dans le nord de ['lrak, a été bombardée par |'aviation turque.

STR-KGJj tf

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse
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a Confirms Bomb

Ripped Damascus Bus

Israel Is Blamed for B

By John Lancaster

Washington Post Service

CAIRO —L Breaking its customary
silence on matters of internal security,
Syria acknowledged Thursday that 9
people were killed and 44 wounded in a
bomb attack on a crowded bus in Dam-
ascus on Tuesday. The govemment
blamed Israel for the attack.

- In a statement to Syria’s official news,
agency, a government spokesman said
the bomb exploded a few minutes after
the bus left a Damascus terminal around
noon, carrying passengers bound for
New Year’s Evé celebrations in other;
cities.

*Thé explosion follows several attacks

last Fatal to 9

on Syrians last fhonth in Lebanon,
which is occupied by 35,000 Syrian
troops, and comes at a time of growing
tension betweéen Syria and Israel over
the breakdown in Middle East peace
negotiations. ’ :

Syria’s charge of Israeli involvement
in the attack marks a further deteri-
oration in the relationship between the
two enemies..

““This terrorist, cowardly and crim-
inal action comes within the framework
of threats that were launched recently by
Israeli officials that aim at killing the
peace process,”’
quoted as having said.

Agents of the Israeli intelligence
agency Mossad ‘‘planted an explosive

device inside the bus that exploded

the spokesman was

minutes after it left the bus station at’

noon,”’ the official said.

David Bar-llan, the top aide to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israei,
called the Syrian allegations *‘sheer

‘nonsense,”” The Associated Press re-

ported from Israel.

Syria’s government, led by President
Hafez Assad, normally does not com-
ment on reports of internal unrest. It
appears to have broken its silence only
after reports of the explosion began to
filter out through international news
agencies.

Earlier in the day, a businessman
based in Beirut who had just arrived in
Nicosia, Cyprus, from Damascus told.
the Reuters news agency that the blast
occurred as the bus left for the northern

city of Aleppo.

Diplomats based in Damascus con-
firmed that an explosion had taken
place. One told Reuters that the police
had closed off the area around the blast
and that surrounding streets had been
choked with traffic trying to flee the

.area. The bus station was reported to be
‘'situated in a busy district near the main

highway that {inks Damascus to Beirut
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and- dther major cities. - ‘

There have been several recent attacks’
‘on Syrians in neighboring Lebanon.
" 'Lastmonth, gunmen opened fire on a’

‘Syrian-registered minibus near Tabarja;

‘about 25 kilometers (15 miles) north of
‘Beirut, killing the driver, a Syrian, and
injuting a passenger, according to re-
orts in the Arabic'press. In a second
ancident that day, ‘a device detonated
‘néar-a ‘Syrian intelligence post in the
northern Lebanese city of Tripoli. Two
‘officers were reportedly wounded.

A Syrian military spokesman said.

however. that the blast was an accident
ithat occurred when a detonator was in-
-advertently burned with a pile of trash.

[ Syria dominates Lebanon's govern--

‘ment, which responded to the minibus
attack by rounding up scores of Chris-
tian Lebanese opposed to the Syrian
presence in their country. Lebanon's
prosecutor-general, Adnan Addoum,
said at the time, *‘Israel's hand is not far
from what is taking place."” Lebanon

has been governed by Muslims and
Christians in a fragile arrangement that:

ended the civil war in 1990..

oNclclol
ORoNomD

Syria's vice president, Abdel Halim

Khaddam, also has hinted at an Israeli
role in the anti-Syrian violence in Le-
banon. ‘‘How can we support an op-
position against the country's security
and stability, an opposition that extends
its hand to Israei?’’ he asked the Beirut
daily newspaper As Safir in an inter-
view published Tuesday.

The claim Thursday, however, ap-
pears to mark the first time in recent
memory that Syria had accused Israel of -
involvement in attacks inside Syria.

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 1997

BF‘Scientists Dispute Nerve Gas as
Cause of Gulf War Syndrome

14

By David Brown

Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — The theory that many
Gulf War veterans are ill because they were
-unwittingly exposed to nerve gas more than five
years ago contradicts most of what is known
‘about the health effects of chemical weapons.

Such a scenario is unlikely because nerve
gases almost always cause immediate symptoms
-and almost never cause permanent damage to
those who survive. There is even less evidence
that they cause illnesses that first appear months
after contact.

Those are the conclusions suggested by three
decades of research on nerve gases, and affirmed
by many scientists familiar with the chemical

- compounds and their effects.

‘‘Based on what we know about low-level
exposure to this type of chemical, one would be
very hard pressed to make that connection be-
‘tween veterans’ illnesses and gas exposure,’”
‘said John Thomas, president of the American
College of Toxicology and a professor at the
Health Science Center of the University of Texas
.at San Antonio. : ,

The current knowledge about chemical
weapons does not jibe with widespread asser-
tions by some veterans groups, politicians and
commentators that thousands of veterans are
chronically ill from exposure to poison gases
during the Gulf War. )

Almoqt since the war ended in 1991, reports of
a mysterious illness — characterized by mood
changes, concentration problems, muscle pains,

skin rashes, diarrhea and other complaints, and

known popularly as ‘‘Gulf War Syndrome”’ —

have circulated among veterans. Some former
soldiers, dissatisfied with their diagnoses and
mmedical care, looked for a cause of the symptoms
“in the environmental hazards encountered in the

‘war against Iraq:

On that long list of hazards were smoke from
oil fires, exotic infections, drugs and vaccines,

. depleted uranium used in projectiles and chem-

ical weapons. Although the Pentagon studied

‘each, for years military officials said that chem-

ical weapons could not directly explain any
illness a veteran might be suffering. That is
because Iraq had not used chemical weapons.
Except for one soldier who was accidentally
exposed, no American troops were exposed to

the toxic compounds, military officials said.

Last June, however, the Defense Department
.amended its story. Investigators announced that
‘thousands of soldiers may have been exposed to
‘small:amounts of poison gas when they blew up
‘a munitions dump in Khamisiyah, Iraq, soon
after the fighting stopped.

The Khamisiyah revelation fueled many vet-

Compounds designed as
chemical weapons kill people
 at extremely low doses..

erans’ suspicions that the military was hiding
‘information crucial to their health. That sus-
ppicion was bolstered by the Defense Depart-
ment’s acknowledgment, in various forums re-
cently, that it had never thoroughly interviewed
‘soldiers who had reported other possible ex-
iposures to poison gas. .

p Nerve ggso sym;gnoms can resemble some of
the initial, relatively minor complaints some

" ‘veterans have described. A small amount of
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research hints that the compounds could caus.:
longer-lasting physiological changes. It is pos-
sible that other, unexpected effects may be un-
covered with further research.

The nerve agents used as chemical weapons
— sarin, soman, tabun and VX — are members
of a large family of chemicals called *‘organ-
ophosphate cholinesterase inhibitors.’

When a person is poisoned with organophos-
phates, the pupils constrict; muscles twitch, the
person salivates, sweats and sometimes
wheezes. Often there is nausea, vomiting and
involuntary defecation. At higher doses, or with
longer exposure, people have convulsions, lapse
into unconsciousness, develop profoundly low
blood pressure and stop breathing.

Organophosphates are the most commonly
used pesticides in the world, with hundreds of
tons used every year by everyone from house-
hold exterminators to crop dusters. Unlike pesti-
cides, however, the compounds designed as
chemical weapons kill people and animals at
extremely low doses.

If soldiers encountered nerve agents during
the Gulf War, it is probable that a few people
would have receiveg doses high enough to kill,

or at least make them seriously ill. But that does
not seem to have happened.

It is unlikely that six years after the fact
medical investigators will ever figure out what
caused the symptoms some soldiers reported.

There is, however, one report of -a group of
people exposed to nerve gas who developed
symptoms quite similar to those of Gulf War
Syndrome. These were 129 Germans who
worked in munitions factories and made many
kinds of chemical weapons, including sarin and
tabun, after the start of World War II.

In 1963, a scientist named U. Spiegelberg

rreported on his examination of them. The great

majority, he wrote, ‘‘showed persistently lowered
vitality,”” ‘‘headache, gastrointestinal and car-
diovascular symptoms’’ and other problems, in-
cluding an ‘‘impression of ature aging.”’

Because the workers had all held their jobs at
least two years, their poison exposure almost
certainly was far greater than any that might have
occurred in the Gulf.

Despite those differences, this is the best
evidence that the constellation of symptoms
some veterans report could conceivably arise
from nerve gas.

AAAA
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Customs union — what customs union?
Business as usual for Turkey’s human rights violators

By Zafer F. Yériik
Turkish Daily hxzimsimo e

ISTANBUL- Turkey’s inclusion into the European
customs g&n d(ncCU) was heralded with hopes and
promises govemment {0 improve its human
rights record. In fact, the then Prime Minister Tansu
Ciller's announcerment of a list of legal relaxations,
concerning in particular the freedom of expression
which led to the drop of charges of “terrorism through
writing” against author Yasar Kemal by the Istanbul
State Security Court in the eve of the Eur
Union's (EU) decision on CU, played a signi?ec:nnt
role in Turkey’s admission. s

Outstanding items of human rights violations were
not limited to the violation of the freedom of expres-
sion but included di in , Malfreat-
ment, torture and in detention and imprison-
ment, summary executions, violation of night to
demonstration and the disproportionate concentration
of all these violations, with some additions such as the
longer terms of police detention and the forced evacu-
ation of villages, in the disturbed southeast re%gn,hsas
a consequence of the conflict between the Turkish
forces and the separatist Kurdish Workers Party
(PKK) militants. '

Along with the official expectation that the CU
would lead to Turkey’s admission into the European
Union, the CU also spread some hope among the
human nghts activists for the improvement of the
country’s human rights conditions in paralle] with fur-
té)cUr b(())%lqmng up to monitoring and inspection by the

es. \

Another year of violations
According to the monthly reports of the Human

Rights Association (IHD), Turkey's first year in the
Céhwimessed the repetition of all the above viola-
tions. o
There have been 70 deaths and 46 injuries in so-
called “unresolved murders,” summary executions
and deaths in custody claimed 179 lives; 326 people
claimed to have been tortured in police ¢ and; 07
N0R-government organizations, newspapers -
lishugsqvm shut (Togwn and all the editions of 183 dif-
fcrenmw b;{l;anotgso newspapers and mamdgaz:. nes
were seize authoritics, 37 reporters and jour-

victed to 166 years and. 8 months of total imprison-

ment and over TL10 billion of fines. There has been
10 concrete improvement, on the other hand, in the
trial of police officers responsible for the death in
lice custody of the journalist Metin Goktepe in
Y:nu 1996. Another journalist killed during the
year is Irfan Agdas. ’ e
Tarkey's first year in CU saw the worst violence
towards prisoners since the early 1980s under the mil-
itary rule, according to the IHD officials. The worst

incident xegardm%’ns prisons was that of September
0!

24 in Diyarbakir Prison which left 10 prisoners dead
and 24 prisoners seriously injured. Between January
and November 1996, 21 prisoners were beaten to
death by prison authorities, and 10 prisoners were
killed by other inmates.”

The wave of hunger strikes in prisons in July ended
with the fovemment’s partial compromise only after
claiming 12 lives. Four prisoners died after the strikes
by being denied the relevant treatment.

The total claims of “disappearances” in custodg'
were 208 between January and November 1996.
Human rights activists interpret this figure as a dra-
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‘have gath
Istanbul’s Galatasaray Square.

matic incréase given that the total number of the “dis-
mred’ in ct%lstody between 1980 and 1996 is 420.
e

sty Intématioglaéhrfgcgml])y launched an iim;ma-
tional campaign to hightight human nghts violations,
paniwlcglrlllg thg: “disappearances™ in Turkey, in soli-
darity ‘with the “Saturday Mothers”, the silent protes-
tors consisting of families of the disappeared who
every Saturday for 84 weeks now, in

. Southeast: the bleeding wound . . ...

The CU 1ent came at a time when the sepa-
ratist Kurdish Workers® Party (PKK) was holding a
unilateral ceasefire in the South East. The ceasefire,
which was never recognized bY the government, did
not last long and in 1%)96. the conﬂ%ct in the South
East claimed 2,750 Jives from both sides, including
separatist rebels and Turkish security forces while
leaving 118 civilians dead as 2 result of the atrocities
committed by one side or the other in the conflict.

One remarkable difference between the year 1996
and the previous one was the in the number
of villages burned down and evacuated by the security
forces in the South East from 243 to 67. “Because
there are no villages left to be burmed down,” an IHD
official commented on the subject.

The US-based human rights Organization Human
Rights Watch (HRW) produced. teports on the use 0
arms against civilians in the South East, which would
ironically lead to the trial of the publisher and the
translator of the reports in Turkey. The cgtmpaxﬁk%
the international human rights organizations,
and Amnesty International (AI), against the maltreat-
ment of civilians by the authorities, particularly in the

Tansu Ciller to announce immediately a new parlia-
mentary bill of democratization of the Turkish Penal
Code and the Code of Penal Procedures. The new pro-
posal included the shortening of the terms of police
custody, a further relaxation of the infamous Article 8
of the Anti-Terrorism Law and the abolition of the
death penalty. There were a number of cases heard in

the European Court of Human Rights, among them
that of the southeastern villagers of Ye?il which
resulted in 1996 with the conviction of the Turkish
Fovemment and its paymg‘ compensation to the vil-
agers. The complaint of the Yesilyurt villagers was

that an army commander had forced them in 1987 to

eat excrement. :

Hop éroded; frustration
" and disappointment prevail .
The general attitude of the Turkish public towards

the international conventions that Turkey signed still 5 -

seems to be that: “Our government d not be told
what to do by, foreigners,” and no official or unofficial
bodies influential over &l;bﬁc opinion seem to be con-
cerned with informing the public on the European and
United Nations conventions on human rights, and the
Turkish government’s obligations. Instead, most of
the official argument still portrays the an criti-
cism of Turkey's human rights record as “foreign
intervention into Turkey's domestic affairs.”

Certainly, the CU would not change the human
rights condition-in Turkey overnight. But to_expect
some improvement towards cog!lgliance with the
European standards would ot be unfair. One year on,
how¢ver,_2h0pes;ggmmises ‘and expectations seem to'
have already eroded; and for many, frustration: and:

involved in the Kemal Koc issue.
“Now the Danisg overingent_ is

ing to pay its debt to lett-wing
tI—Zrti%s b)[() syaying they will take

urkey to human rights court.
Denmark-Turkey relations are a
victim of Danish internal affairs.
We are seriously ready to talk
human rights issues with
Denmark. Vge are ready to share
their experience in human rights
But their way is far from diplo-
matic courtesy.

Ankara says Danish
budget crisis source

“in Danish human rights experience 'Ko%, a naturalized Danish citizen
of

_from one of diplomatic courtesy

" statement that they were seriously  After this announcement, Danish

Serious defamation is not the
proper way to improve relations,” the

South East, led the Eurofpean Parliament recently 10 gisappointment have replaced them. = -+ %
advise the suspension of financial aid to Turkey in ?EE"CU’ it seems, did not make miich difference for

defiance of the CU protocol. This move led Deputy those circles who are responsible for the breach of :
1 2 ) . : v (LGS WRD & TespOlitllv 0L T TveRt.2 same senior official said.
Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign AUNATS homan rights.... R Koc was detained when he tried to
enter Turkey on July 8 to attend the
o decision fm;;:ral of his })frolhe{i 4
, ] . e was officially arrested on
Turkmb Dally News FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 1997 i si%lil&w%ﬂgm %\;Sﬁéﬁ{ﬁ%é‘% charges of attend!ng ro-PKK

(Kurdistan Workers’ Party) rallies in
Denmark and Germany, and for help-
ing the organization in various
ways.

- Koc, who was finally released on
Aug. 15, 1996 and allowed to travel
home pending his trial, alleged,
while in Turkey and once again back
B in Denmark, that he had been tor-

tured by Turkish police.

The Kog case has angered Turkish
g authonities, who strongly deny alle-

ations of torture and characterize

the claim that the Turkish Embassy
in Copenhagen is engaging in activi-
ties outside its competence as
“ridiculous.”

These officials also indicate that
Koc was detained under stipulations
also found in the Danish penal code:
legislation which enables a foreign
national to be arrested and tried for
_crimes even if the alleged crime took
place in another country.

‘Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu
lelgr recently sent a letter to her

anish counterpart in order to reply
to his letter and reject Koc’s torture
claims. '

official called attention to the fact
that the-Danish government bud-

et passed through parliament on
e votes of the left-wing parties,
articularly those of the so-called
“Unity List” which was actively

of bilateral problem

Senior Foreign Ministry official:
Turkey is seriously ready to share

-were, in trutlt, the victim of dis- [
-putes over the Danish budget.
enmark has claimed that Kemal
but Copenhagen's attitude is far urdish origin, was tortured in
. Turkey last summer. _
- In the final days of December, a
Danish paper reported that
Denmark intends to bring the case

By Ayze Karabat
‘before the human rights court.

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- After Denmark’s.

considering taking Turkey to Foreign Minister Niels Helveg
human rights court, the Turkish- :Petersen said ublicly that he
Foreign Ministry said that -could confirm that officials were panish Foreign
Ankara-Copenhagen relations very seriously mulling over sucha Helveg Petersen

A
inister Niels
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Comment peut-on étre iranien ?

Appréhendant en profondeur I'lran, Jean-Pierre Digard, Bernard Hourcade
et Yann Richard dépassent la simple perception islamique

L’IRAN AU XX* SIECLE
de Jean-Pierre Digard,
Bernard Hourcade

et Yann Richard.
‘Fayard, 460 p., 160 F.

'Iran d’aujourd’hui, dans la
perception commune, se li-

mite 4 la République isla-

mique, quand ce n’est pas

aux quelques mots épouvantails
dont elle a enrichi le vocabulaire
frangais : ayatollah, mollah, tchador,
fatwa. Pourtant, I'lran, d’évidence,
ne se réduit pas aux slogans isla-
mistes, et il est méme illusoire d’es-
pérer comprendre le phénoméne
khomeiniste sans rien savoir sur le
pays qui lui a donné naissance -
comme il était vain de prétendre
analyser FURSS et son devenir en se
limitant 2 gloser sur l'idéologie
communiste et en ignorant la Rus-
sie. C’est a connaitre cet Iran
contemporain dans son épaisseur
historique, sociale, cultureile, géo-
graphique ou politique qu'invitent
Pethnologue Jean-Pierre Digard, le
géographe Bernard Hourcade ainsi
que Thistorien Yann Richard - au-
quel on doit Pouvrage de référence
en frangais sur L’Islam chiite
(Fayard, 1991). Tous trois ont vécu
de longues années en Iran, en pra-
tiquent la langue, et ont conjugué
leur érudition pour cet excellent
livre, clair et de lecture agréable, in-
troduction 2 un pays complexe qui
vit de maniére paroxystique les
bouleversements du tiers-monde
musulman et ol s’entremélent
haine et fascination pour ¥Occident.
La premiére moitié du livre est
une mise en perspective historique
d’un siécle qui connait trois « révo-
lutions » d’inégale portée -
« constitutionnaliste » en 1906,
« blanche » («du chah et du
peuple ») en 1962 et enfin «isla-
mique » en 1978-79. Autour d’elles
se déploient la modernisation auto-
ritaire et la « laicisation acharnée »
de Reza Chah (1921-1941), I'expan-
sion économique sous le régne de
Mohammad Reza (1941-1979), qui

combine despotisme, accroisse-
ment des disparités sociales et dé-
pendance américaine, et enfin la
République islamique (depuis 1979)
dont 'utopie tiers-mondiste de dé-
part est canalisée par un pouvoir
clérical aujourd’hui confronté a des
formes de résistance inédites de la
premitre « société civile post-isia-
miste ».

« TROIS CULTURES »

La seconde partie identifie les di-
verses « forces profondes » qui
structurent PIran contemporain, et
dont Particulation chaotique a pro-
duit notamment l’explosion de
1978-1979. Désarticulation rapide de
Porganisation sociale sous P'effet de
la rente pétroliére, traditions poli-
tiques antagoniques de I'Etat et du
bazar, juxtaposition de I'lran des vil-
lages, des tribus nomades et des
métropoles brusquement gonflées
par 'exode rural, fagonnent une so-
ciété A «ftrois cultures » - I'iranité,
Pislam et 'Occident - qui se sont re-
foulées, conjuguées ou déchirées au
long du siécle selon des modalités
changeantes, mais sans que la vic-
toire politique apparente de l'une
parvienne jamais totalement 2 €li-
miner les autres.

Cette présentation trés documen-
tée de I'Iran d’aujourd’hui, loin des
simplismes partisans, rappelle no-
tamment au lecteur que la révolu-
tion de 1978-1979 n’a pas été de
bout en bout I'ceuvre du parti cléri-
cal - le Hezbollah - mais qu'elle a
d’abord rassemblé toutes les sensi-
bilités politiques, y compris les
laiques et les communistes - dans
Popposition 2 la dictature du chah.
On y suit trés précisément . le pro-
cessus par lequel Khomeyni et ses
partisans sont parvenus a conquérir
Phégémonie sur le mouvement po-
pulaire, puis 2 éliminer leurs alliés
aprés la prise du pouvoir. En
contrdlant le discours religieux,
aprés y avoir « acclimaté » des
concepts d’origines diverses -
comme 'opposition entre « deshéri-
tés » (mostadhafin) et «arrogants »

(mostakbirin) venue de la contradic-
tion opprimés-oppresseurs de la
vulgate marxiste - et en faisant de
ce discours le langage par lequel
s'exprimaient les valeurs centrales
de 1a société, Khomeyni a su mobili-
ser A la fois les masses populaires,
les jeunes intellectuels et la bour-
geoisie pieuse du bazar, écartée du
politique et de la rente pétrolitre
par le chah et sa cour. Puis la conso-
lidation du régime est passée par
« trois guerres ». La guerre (symbo-
lique) contre les Etats-Unis, autour
de Poccupation de leur ambassade
A Téhéran, a permis au pouvoir
d’éliminer les libéraux ; la guerre ci-
vile s’est soldée par la défaite des
moudjahidines ; et la guerre contre
PIrak a fait mourir en masse sur les
champs de mines les jeunes déshé-
rités urbains - ces sans-culottes ira-
niens -, permettant I'avénement
d’un «thermidor » islamiste qui

. voit les dirigeants insister d’autant

plus sur la morale et l'idéologie
qu'ils n’ont pu tenir leurs promesses
sociales - tandis que la masse de la
population s’appauvrit continQ-
ment.

. Aujourd’hui, alors que vont arri-
ver A I'dge adulte les jeunes qui
n’ont jamais connu I'époque du
chah, les auteurs observent qu'une
« reconstruction identitaire et poli-
tique » est déja perceptible dans la
société, ol «les valeurs islamiques
imposées par U'Etat ont perdu 'adhé-
sion populaire spontanée dont elles
bénéficiaient pendant la période ré-
volutionnaire ». Les femmes restent
voilées, mais elles ont pris pied dans
P'espace public, et s'organisent a
travers de multiples associations
autonomes. Malgré les censures,
s'exprime une soif de culture, de ré-
flexion, d’attitudes nouvelles, étan-
chée par de multiples clubs et ré-
seaux informels ol Pon pratique
Paérobic comme la philosophie, qui
verront peut-8tre naitre, au pays de
la premidre révolution istamique du
XX siecle, la premire société post-
islamiste du XXI* siecle.

Gilles Kepel
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Syrie: quatre pistes pour
L’explosion d'unbus mardia quazs aurait

P

"explosion fut telle que,
méme dans un pays ol
tout est secret d’Etat,
elle n’a pu passer in-
apercue. Survenue mardi 2
13h30 dans un autobus qui ve-
nait de quitter Al-Intilak, la
principale gare routi¢re de Da-
mas pour se rendre 2 Alep, elle
aurait fait au moins 15 morts et
plusieurs dizaines de blessés.
Auvu des 15 dépouilles trans-
portées dans le seul hopital Al-
Jamaa, le bilan pourrait cepen-
dant étre plus lourd. Plusieurs
immeubles du quartier popu-
laire de Baramkeh ont été tou-
chés par la déflagration. D’im-
portantes mesures policieres
ont été prises, 3 commencer
par des barrages. Dans un pre-
mier temps, Damas a tenté de
passer cet attentat sous silence,
alors que la nouvelle circulait
des mardi soir dans toutes les
chancelleries  occidentales.
Clest seulement hier soir, aprés
‘que I'explosiona été annoncée
A Amman et a Nicosie, que la
Syrie sest décidée a 'évoquer
pour Pattribuer sans surprise
au Mossad israélien et fournir
-un bilan moinslourd: 9 morts
et 44 blessés.
‘Ce est pas la premiére fois ces
‘derriiers temps quela Syrie estvi-
sée.Le 18 décembre, un minibus
syrien avait été mitraillé sur une
route libanaise et son chauffeur
‘tué. Au printemps, Washington
avait fait état d'explosionsdansla
région de Lattaquié, amenant
‘Tambassade des Etats-Unisa Da-
‘masaappeler ses ressortissantsa
Ja «prudence».
ATépoque déja, ces opérations
avaient provoqué un certain
étonnement— que I'explosion de mar-
din’a fait qu'amplifier. En effet, le régi-
‘me d’'Hafez el-Assad n’a pas connu de-
puis longtemps d’actes de terrorisme
-significatifs ou spectaculaires, et son
_opposition apparaita la fois trop fragi-
“le et éclatée pour se lancer dans.des ac-
“tions d’envergure. «Lefficacité» de la.
-police syrienne et une répression sans
. état d’ame sont autant de facteurs dis-.
‘suasifs. Dés lors, I'attentat de mardi
suscite nombre d’interrogations. Plu-
sieurs pistes sont évoquées a la fois par
les diplomates et les opposants syriens
réfugiés a I'étranger, méme si tous
conviennent que «rien.ne peut étre rete-

ABBAS.MAGNUM

Les précédents
{ Printemps 1996:
Washington fait état

e plusieurs explosions

' suspectes, notamment dans
larégion de Lattaquié (sur la
Méditerranée).

Démenti officiel syrien.
Damas fait cependant
arréter des dizaines de

. Syriens d’origine turkméne.
9 décembre: un Palestinien
explose avec sa grenadelors
d’une tentative d’attentat -
alaFoireinternationale de

Eifigie du président Hapez el-Assad @ Damas. La Syrie n’a conpirmé l'attentat qu hier et a accusé le Mossad. Israél

Damas, blessantune
vingtaine de passants.

Révélé par des sources
diplomatiques,

cetattentat a été considéré -
comme un acte «individuel»
par les autorités.

18 décembre: mitraillage

.d’un minibus syrien au nord,
‘de Beyrouth,

.dontle thauffeur sera tué.

; Plusieurs opposants
:chrétiens anti-syriens ont
:été aussitOt arrétés

‘mais la plupart d’entre
‘euxont ensuite

-étérelachés.
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un attentat

pait quinze moria.

a vigoureusement rejeté ces accusations.

D e e e R e e S e

nu avec certitude». Quatre retiennent
olus particuliérement Fattention.
1. La piste turque. Depuis des années,
Damas ne ménage ni son aide ni son
soutien aux Kurdes du PKK en guerre
contre Ankara. Hafez el-Assad, redou-
tant les visées hégémoniques dela Tur-
quie danslarégion, inquiet de surcroit
des récents accords militaires avec Israél,
voit dans les partisans kurdes une bon-
ne manire de contribuer 2 une déstabi-
lisation d’Ankara. D’ol une possible ri-
poste des services de sécurité turcs. Ces
derniers avaient d’ailleurs été soupcon-
nés des attentats de Lattaquié, apres les-
quels des dizaines de Syriens d’origine
tugkpaene avaient été arrétés, Cestcette
piste que semblent a nouveau privilégier
fes diplomates occidentaux. A leurs
yeux, en effet, «les Syriens continuent al-
logrement & soutenir le PKK et on ne peut
exclure que cela finisse par provoquer une
réaction des militaires turcs, surtout apres
que le Premier ministre islamiste d’Anka-
ra eut tenté de calmer lejeu». Certains in-
tellectuels syriens ne cachent d’ailleurs
pas que la principale préoccupation, a
terme, de leur pays n'est pas tant Israél
quelaTurquie.

«Les agents
2. Lapiste libanalse. gy Mossad
Ellesembletoutedési-  ontprofité
gnée du fait que l'at- des

tentat de mardi S'est préparatifsdu
produit peu aprés le ~ nouvelan
mitraillage du minj- pourmeftrea

bus syrien qui avait “ﬁ"ﬁ‘m
provoqué des arresta- mmz ,
tions dans les milieux Damas

de Popposition liba-
naise. Mais aussi parce qu'il survient
dansun climat de crise économique ai-
gué et de ressentiment croissant contre
le parrain syrien. Elle est pourtant jugée
peuvraisemblable. «D’abord, parce que
Popposition r'a plus les moyens logis-
tiques nécessaires pour entreprendre une
action d'une telle envergureau ceur dela
capitale syrienne. Ensuite, parcequ'ily a
au Liban (ndlr: ou Damas exerce un
pouvoir sans partage et maintient
quelque 35000 hommes) beaticor!.
plus d’intéréts syriens a découvert», relt-
ve A Paris Saadi Gemayel, un respon-
sable du Rassemblement pour le Libar.
(le parti du général Aoun) qui privilé-
gierait plutét 'hypothese d’un conflit
au sein du pouvoir syrien.
3. L'opposition islamiste. Siles isla-
mistes sont toujours per¢us comme la
principale menace du régime de Damas,
la férocité dela répression a réussi a dé-
manteler 'essentiel de leurs rangs. Par
ailleurs, le régime a su neutraliser
nombre d’entre eux en les convaincant
d’exercer des responsabilités religieuses
dans le cadre de I’Etat syrien. D’oli un

certain scepticisme concernant leur,

éventuelle responsabilité dansTattentat

‘sein du sérail @

demardi.
4. La piste israélienne. Toujours pos-
sible, surtout avec le blocage du proces-
sus de paix et I'escalade verbale entrela
Syrie et Israél, elle est examinée avec
prudence par les chancelleries occiden-
tales. Pour Damas, c’est la seule hypo-
these retenue. «Les agents du Mossad ont
profité des préparatifs du nouvel an pour
mettrea exécution leurs menaces. Cet ac-
te criminel s'inscrit dans le cadre des me-
naces lancées par certains responsable is-
‘raéliens», déclarait hier un responsable
syrien, faisant allusion 2 la récente mise
en garde adressée par Uri Lubrani, le co-
ordinateur des activités israéliennes au
Liban. Israél démentait hier soir toute
implication dansl’attentat.
Quels qu'en soient les instigateurs, I'at-
tentat est suivi de pras par les pays occi-
dentaux. Partenaire incontournable
d’un processus de paix trés incertain, la
Syrie et sa stabilité demeurent pour eux
une préoccupation majeure. Notam-
ment en raison des interrogations sur
Iavenir du régime. La succession du
chef deV’Etat syrien, préparée delongue
date par le Président lui-méme, a été re-
mise en cause par la mort accidentelle
de son fils Basel. Elle a eu aussi pour
conséquence d’aiguiser les appétits au
JOSE GARGON
ET JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
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A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

: Danemark-Turquie-Kurdes : Copenhague poursuit Ankara devant fa Cour européenne des droits de
'Homme

COPENHAGUE, 4 jan (AFP) - Le Danemark a décidé de poursuivre la Turquie devant la Cour européenne des
-droits de 'Homme pour avoir torturé un citoyen danois originaire du Kurdistan turc, a-t-on indiqué samedi de
~source officielle.

" Le ministre des Affaires étrangéres Niels Helveg Petersen a précisé a la presse que cette démarche serait
effectuée mardi a Strasbourg (France), siége de la Cour. Il a espéré un traitement "rapide” de ce dossier.

Selon Copenhague, le ressortissant danois, Kemal Koc, a été détenu et torturé par les autorités turques
pendant un mois et demi & Ankara, au cours de I'été 1996.

Il s'agit d'une "violation" de I'article 3 de la Convention européenne des droits de 'Homme, interdisant I'usage
de la torture, a estimé M. Helveg Petersen, indiquant qu'Ankara avait été prevenu vendredi de l'initiative
danoise.

"C'est un rapport du Centre danois de réhabilitation des victimes de la torture qui a établi avec certitude, aprés
des examens approfondis, que Kemal Koc avait subi des tortures physiques et psychiques alors qu'il était
détenu par la police turque”, a-t-il ajouteé. ‘

Agé de 39 ans au moment des faits, Kemal Koc avait été arrété le 5 juillet par la police d'Ankara, qui I'a accusé
de soutenir au Danemark le mouvement séparatiste kurde PKK. Il avait été relaché et expulsé de Turquie a la
mi-ao(it.

ajb/fa eua

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P .- Ageﬁce France Presse

AF.P.- Agence France Presse-A F.P.- Agence France Presse-AF.P .- Agence France Presse
Turquie-Kurdes : Création d'un nouveau parti pro-kurde
ANKARA, 3 jan (AFP) - Un nouveau parti pro-kurde, celui des
"Masses démocratiques” (DKP), qui préconise une "solution politique a

la question kurde, tout en respectant les frontiéres actuelles de la .
Turquie”, a été créé vendredi a Ankara, a rapporté I'agence Anatolie.

Le DKP se situe au "centre" et est "libéral", politique et
économiquement, selon son président Serafettin Elci, ancien
parlementaire d'origine kurde et ministre des Travaux public des
années 70, cité vendredi par la presse turque.

M. Elci est connu depuis longtemps pour ses liens étroits avec le Parti
Démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) du chef kurde irakien Massoud
Barzani.

Le DKP, fruit de deux ans d'efforts, réclame la reconnaissance de
l'identité kurde au niveau constitutionel et l'attribution aux Kurdes
des droits culturels, notamment celui d'enseignement dans leur
langue maternelle, toujours selon M. Elci, cité par la presse.

Vendredi, au ministére de 1'Intérieur ou il était venu pour présenter

20




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

les documents de son parti, M. Elci a déclaré que les membres de son
parti étaient "contre la violence et attachés aux méthodes pacifistes et
démocratiques”, a rapporté 'agence Anatolie.

Le DKP constitue le deuxiéme parti pro-kurde de la scéne politique
turque, aprés le Parti de la Démocratie du Peuple (HADEP), souvent
accusé d'étre proche du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK,

séparatiste).

KG/csat

AF.P.- Agence France Presse-A F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse
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Turkish Daly

US supports
Turkish incursion
into N. Iraq

BTy Ugur Akina
urkish Daily News

WASHINGTON- U.S. State Department, consistent
with its previous position in the past, said it understood the
reasons why Turkish forces crossed the border into north-
em Iraq chasing the PKK guerrillas in hot Pursuit. State
Department regularly refers to the PKK as a “vicious terror

TWkiSb Daily Neu)s SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1997

The Turkish forces “have been provoked by the PKK,”
said Nicholas Burns, State Department spokesman, refer-
ring to the artillery and rocket fire the Turkish troops
received from the PKK inside the Turkish border before
they chased them into northern Iraq.

urns said the Turkish government assured Washington
that the operation would be “limited in duration and scope”
as it happened in the past, and that the Turkish troops
“would not be garrisoned” inside northern lrm}h ‘

“The Turkish government also guaranteed that the rights
g&e civilians would be respected” during pursuit of the
When asked if Ankara told Washington when the
Turkish troops would leave northern Iraq, Burns answered
negatively.

organization.”

Denmark takes Turkey
to human rights court

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA/COPENHAGEN-
Denmark on Saturday announced
it is taking Turkey to the
European human rights court over
allegations that Turkish police
tortured a Danish citizen of
Kurdish origin last summer.

Turkish officials last week told
the Turkish Daily News that the
Danish claims were groundless
and Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller
had written a letter to her Danish
counterpart rejecting the torture
claims.

Turkish officials also said they
felt the latest Danish move was

designed to appease the anti-
Turkish left-wing parties in
Denmark who had supported the
government over the passage of
the budget.

Denmark claims that Kemal
Ko, a naturalized Danish citizen
of Kurdish origin, was tortured in
Turkey last summer. In the final
days of December, a Danish
paper had reported that Denmark
intended to bring the case before
the human rights court. After this
announcement, Danish Foreign
Minister Niels Helveg Petersen
said publicly that he could con-

firm that officials were very
seriously mulling over such a
decision.

A senior Turkish Foreiﬁn
Ministry official told the

Turkish Daily News that the
Danish government budget
passed through parliament on
the votes of the left-wing par-
ties, particularly those of the
so-called “Unity List” which
was actively involved in the
Kemal Kog issue.

“Now the Danish ovirp-
ment is trying to pay back its
debt to left-wﬁxg am)és by say-
ing they will take Turkey to
human rights court. Denmark-
Turkey relations are a victim of
Danish internal affairs.

We are seriously ready to
talk human rights issues with
Denmark. We are ready to
share their experience in human
rights but their way is far from
diplomatic courtesy. Serious
defamation is not the proper
way to improve relations,” the
same senior official said.

Kog was detained when he
tried to enter Turkey on JulK 8
to attend the funeral of his
brother.

He was officially arrested on

charges of attending l’pro-Pl(K
(Kurdistan Workers” Party) ral-
lies in Denmark and Germany,
and for helping the organization
in various ways.

Kog, who was finally
released on Aug. 15, 1996 and
allowed to travel home pend-
ing his trial, alleged, while in
Turkey and once again back in
Denmark, that he had been tor-
tured by Turkish police.

The Kog case has angered
Turkish authorities, who
strongly deny allegations of
torture and characterize the
claim that the Turkish
Embassy in Copenhagen is
engaging in activities outside
its competence as “ridicu-
lous.” o

These officials also indicate
that Kog was detained under
stipulations also found in the
Danish penal code: legislation
which enables a foreign
national to be arrested and

" tried for crimes even if the

alleged crime took place in
another country.
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D-8 states to found global

development or

The D-8 organization is to be established at a
summit in Istanbul within six months and be open
to all 150 of the world's developing countries

By Metin Demirsar :

Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- Ministers

from eight fast growing
Islamic countries, who met in

Istanbul Saturday, have agreed
to form a global organization

whose members would include
all developing countries, aim-
ing for economic and trade
cooperation. The nations rep-
resented at the one-day talks

— Turkey, Nigeria, Egypt,
Pakistan, Iran, Indonps?a,~

Bangladesh and Malaysia —
agreed to form the grou

called the Developing-8 (D8£
Prime Minister Necmettin
Erbakan told a news confer-

ence Saturday.
Prime Minister Erbakan,

who chaired the meeting, said
that the group would have a
ermanent secretariat in
stanbul, and *“‘would eventual-
ly have 150 of the world’s 185

_ nations as members.” Turkey,

he said, would finance the first
vear of operation of the per-
manent secretariat.

Erbakan said that the heads
of state of the eight nations
would form the D-8 at a sum-
mit meeting in Istanbul to be
held within six months.

Reading a joint statement to
the press, Erbakan said the
proposed D-8 organization

. o t.

would seek to cooperate in

vanious economic and political

fields. He said the organization would
work on a basis of: peace instead of
conflict; dialogue instead of confronta-
‘tion; cooperation instead of exploita-
tion; equality instead of discrimination;
democracy instead of oppression.

When asked why the founders of the
group had been limited to only cight
countries, Erbakan said that the smaller
number of founders would make the
organization more dynamic in the early
stages of development.

The Turkish leader said that experts
from the eight nations would immedi-
ately befgin determining areas of coop-
eration for the organization.

Cooperation, Erbakan said, would
take place in the fields of finance, bank-
ing, stock markets, privatization of state
industries, investments, scientific
research, transport and communica-
tions, small and medium sized enter-
prises, free zones, trade promotion, fairs
and exhibitions, tourism and energy.

Erkahan: D-§ will benefit all humanit

Next step: Turkish prime minister
says the ministers will prepare gy -

E
>
8.

The countries represented at the one-day ¥ -
meeting — Turkey, Egypt, Pakistan,
Indonesia, Nigeria, [ran, Bangladesh

ork s . and Malaysia — want to form the

the gr Oun,dwork fOf a N 4;1' . _ so-called Developing-8 (D-8)

presidential summit to be R[;w\ NN &&* goup & n ltemative (o the G-

L N e, ety , an economic bloc formed by

eld within three months  muskee ™ N e M3\ the world’s most industrialized
‘ . ' i L Y | countries. o

By Metin Demirsar m , srcee  “Our countries have come

‘and Akif Beki N together to find ways to coop-

Turkish Daily News
. ISTANBUL - Ministers from
eight fast growing Islamic coun- "«
tries met 1n Istanbul Saturday to °
bolster trade, political ties and eco-
nomic -cooperation among them and
prepare for a presidential summit.

Tm'kISb Dmly News | .SUT‘I.DAY.JA_NUARY 5 1997'2

erate in many fields, including
A finance, banking, stock markets, -
- joint investments in third coun-
AL tries and in industry and technolo-
€'Z, gy.” Prime Minister Necmettin
: Erbakan told the morning session.
““Qur aim is for this meeting to be
profitable not just for these countnes,
but for all humanity,” the 70-year-old
Turkish leader declared. o
Flanked by Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller
and State Minister Abdullah Gl
Erbakan said the D-8 countries
would seek “peaceful cooperation,
not of cutthroat competition and




Section

two

coercion; justice, not double stan-
dards.” He noted that the eight
nations did not aim to alter any exist-
ing treaties they may have signed,
such as Turkey’s customs union with
the European Union (EU).

But Erbakan’s Welfare Party,
senior member of the coalition gov-
emment, has accused the EU and the
United States of putting political

ressure, and economic sanctions on

slamic states to exploit the develop-
ing countries.

ringing together the eight states

is the first stage Erbakan envisages

for the creation of an “Islamic

Union,” a political and economic
alliance bringing together all Muslim
nations. Erbakan said the ministers
would prepare the groundwork for a
presidential summit to be held within
three months. Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Iran, Turkey, Malaysia and Pakistan
were represented by their foreign
ministers. The industry minister par-
ticipated for Nigeria. The deputy for-
eign minister was tpresent for Egypt.

The Mayor of Istanbul, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, acting as host,
opened the meeting with brief
remarks.

Speaking at the same meeting,

Ciller said the eight countries had
neither found their rightful place in
world trade, nor in trade between one
another. :

Trade among the eight nations rep-
resented less than four percent of
their total trade, Ciller noted.

An estimated 740 million people
live in the eight countries, among the
fastest developing in the world, in an
area stretching from the Balkans and
northeast Africa across southern Asia
to the Pacific Ocean.

“The D-8 does not represent a bloc
based on religion, but aims to further
world peace,” Ciller said.

daily news

Classified ads, pages B4 & BS

CRIME: Susurluk shocks the nation, shakes establishment

Road accident opens Pandora's box

Officials’ statements indicate the state has been violating laws to
use extralegal powers to fight enemies within and outside Turkey

Tuesday, January 7, 1997

J
e
Ny PN
ey

THE SUSURLUK SUMMIT: Political leaders with groups in Parliament were invited by President Sileyman Demire! o a roundtable sum-
mit at the Presidential Palace in Cankaya to discuss the Susuriuk scandal.
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Turkish Daily News / ANKARA

he traffic accident near the
Susurluk district .of
Balikesir on November 3,
1996, revealed with no
room for doubt that some
security officials‘not only
avoided capturing certain
criminals, but actively
cooperated with thern, and furtherntore a
number of politicians took part in this
cooperation.

In fact, what can be observed from the
experience of other countries is that the
underworld cannot perform many of its
dirty jobs unless it has the cooperation of
a certain number of politicians and top
security officials.

However, the secret relationships
exposed after the Susurluk accident
revealed a different kind of scene in
Turkey.

According to allegations, certain peo-
ple wanted by the police in connection
with crimes, although never convicted.
were used by the state to perform tasks,
not for their own benefit but to serve the
state.

* Such people formed a different kind of
“oang,” which was involved in many ille-
gal acts such as murders, money launder-

ing, and kidnapping. : '
According to statements of security
and .intelligence officials who have tesu-
fied before the parliamentary Susurluk
commission, a special group was estab-
lished comprising “ultranationalists.”
This group was involved in ideological
terronism crimes before 1980, and also in
retaliatory acts in response to Armenian
terrorist activities against Turkish diplo-
mats’ and representatives’ offices follow-
ing the 1980 military coup. The group
included Abdullah Cath, against whom
Interpol had issued a red bulletin. It was
used for illegal activities against the
state’s opponents, both within and out-
side Turkey, by the National Intelligence
Organization (MIT) in parailel with
directions given by the military authority
ruling the country. :
ter the Armenian terror stopped, this
gpup was turned over to the General
irectorate of Police by MIT and was
used in many other activities.
There are claims that some Kurdish
businessmen. who smuggle drugs and

ive a certain share of the proceeds to the

urdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), were
killed by the group supported by special
operation force members. Others were
kidnapped and released after a ransom
was paid.

The group members, who were given

identities, passports, arms and money by
the police department to undertake their
attacks, never broke off their ties with
politics and the politicians who supported
them and who also had helped to solve
some of their “private problems.”

The members of the group, whose
nationalistic feelings and desire to serve
their state were encouraged for use in the
attacks, became involved in shady busi-
ness deals for their own personal benefit,
and had tried to lay their hands on casi-
nos used as money laundering centers. It
was certain that money laundered in this
way was earned from drug smuggling.
But just who was smuggling dru%s, and
wheher the “gang” was also involved in
this business, or whether it only took a
certain percentage, was still unclear.

How many of the claims about this
gang, which also include some politi-
cians, are true, and with which police
officials it cooperated, and just how
much state support it received, will only
become clear once the current investiga-
tions are concluded.

However, one thing 1s certain. A
deep-rooted scandal has broken out by
chance as a result of an accident in
Susurluk. Officials’ statements indicate
the state has been violaung laws to use
powers, other than official state powers,
to fight its enemies within and outside
Turkey.

The Susurluk incident |

June 22 - The Soylemez Brothers gang was

arrested. The gang, with 24 members, was armed
like a state within a state. It had prepared to assas-
sinate parliamentarians using special war tech-
niques, had already carried out six murders, and
acquired ownership of land and workplaces by
forcing people at gunpoint to sign checks or
promissory notes. It was found that most of the
weapons used by the gang members had once
belonged to the army. The gang included 11
policemen, of whom two were police chiefs and
two deputy police chiefs; four soldiers, of whom
one was a first lieutenant; and a doctor.

July 23 - Following the arrest of the Soy-
lemez Brothers gang, a second gang which includ-
ed %ohcerpen and military members was exposed.
Eight policemen including a police director, and

* four military personnel, including a first lieutenant

were taken into custody, The first lieutenant was
found to have prepared false weapons licenses and
carried out arms smuggling.

July 28 - Omer Litfi Topal, owner of the
Emperyal Casino, known as the “king of casinos”
was shot dead by three people in Santyer, Istanbul
as he was onhis way home in his car. The
Kalashnikov automatic rifles used in the attack
were found at the scene of the murder.

Aug. 27 - Nurullah Tevfik Agansoy, one of

the most prominent figures of the underground
world, who had made his name with the Civangate
Scandal, was killed in an armed attack in Bebek,
Istanbul. It was found that the two people with
Agansoy during the attack were policemen respon-
sible for protecting Deputy Prime Minister Tansu
Giller. ' _

Aug. 28 - Three policemen from the special

lice team, alleged to be the murderers of Omer
t,(l)llfu Topal, were taken into custody. Following
preliminary interroziations, the policemen were
delivered by a special crew sent from Ankara upon
the instructions of Interior Minister Mehmet Agar,
and were assigned to protect DYP $anliurfa
Deputy Sedat Bucak.

Sept. 4 - A criminal case was filed against
three high ranking police officers, Sedat Demir,
Deniz éﬁk etin and Erdal Durmaz, who were
charged with accepting bribes in retun for assis-
tance to the Soylemez Brothers. The prosecutor
demanded a minimum prison sentence of 30 years.
The court issued arrest warrants against the sus-

pects in absentia.

Sept. 26 - Four policemen assigned to the
Hakkari. Special Operations Branch Directorate
and six village guards who were members of the
Yiiksekova Gang were exposed. It was found that
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the gang members were mvolved in bribery and
had perpetrated many murders and abductions.

NoV. 3 - A Mercedes driven by former
Istanbul deFuty police chief Hiiseyin Kocadag hit
the back of a lorry on the Bursa-lzmir highway
near the town of Susurluk in Balikesir. The acci-
dent resulted in the deaths of Kocadag, ultrana-
tionalist Abdullah Cath — who was carrying a
false ID card in the name of “Mehmet Ozbay"” and
who had been wanted by Interpol for 18 years for
involvement in a massacre — and Gonca Us, who
was reported to have married Cath in a religious
ceremony. True Path Party (DYP) §anliurfa
Deputy Sedat Bucak was injured in the accident.
Hasan Gkge, the driver of the truck, was arrested.
Automatic rifles, assassination weapons and hand
g:enades were found in the Mercedes, which

longed to Bucak. Two silencers hidden in spe-
cial sections of the car were also found.

Nov. 4 - Interior Minister Mehmet Agar said
Bucak and Kocadag had apprehended Cath and
the traffic accident had occurred as they were tak-
ing him to Istanbul to deliver him to the police.
Meanwhile, the false ID card found in Cath's pos-
session in the name of “Ozbay” stated that Ozbay
was an “Expert at the General Security
Directorate.” The document, which also gave the
rAi%ht to possession of a gun, had been signed by

ar.

Nov. 5 - Abdullah Catly, killed in the
Susurluk accident, was buried in Nevsehir. The
coffin, draped by the Turkish flag. was placed in

its grave by Drej Ali (Ali|
Yasak), famous in the under-

round world, during the

neral attended by 5, 0-

le, including Muhsin

azicioglu, leader of the
Grand Unity Party and former
chairman of the Idealists
{Ulktcti) Club. Former
Security Director Hiiseyin
Kocadag, also killed in the
Susurluk accident, was buried
in Ankara. Interior Minister
Mehmet Agar. who did not
attend Kocadag's funeral,

[(TEMTred 1o the false ID card
found in Cath’s possession
and said, “This s all lies.
There is no such:ID card.”
However, as well as the false
ID card, it was found that
Catli had been given a “green
assport” only 1ssued for top
evel state officials.

Nov. 6 - Unlawful links
among the trio of police-
mafia-politics, which surfaced
with the Susurluk accident,
were splashed all over the
media. It was discovered that

the National Intelli'iencc Organization (MIT) had

closely monitored

e activities of Abdullah Cath

However, Catli had been protected by police
chiefs and had not been a&rehcnded. Meanwhile,
it was claimed that DYP Deputy Sedat Bucak and
the three victims of the accident had spent the
weekend in Kusadasi, and that TL 1 trillion worth
of deals relating to casinos owned by Omer Liitfi
Topal, who was killed in Istanbul in July, had
been the reason for the trip.

and had kecpt the Prime Ministry informed.

Nov. 7 - Regarding the traffic accident in
Susurluk, President Silleyman Demirel said, “This
is a very serious event. Continue the investigation

no matter how far it goes and be merciless in vour
judgments, but do not draw conclusions from this
forgrurkey, do not make Turkey a target, and do
not lose your belief.”

Nov. 8 - Interior Minister Mehmet Agar
resigned from his post followiys the demand of
DYP Chairwoman Tansu Cifler. Agar was
replaced by DYP Istanbul Deputy Meral Aksener,
a close friend of the Ciller family.

Nov. 12 - A request for a parliamentary
inquiry into the police-mafia-politics link, present-
ed by four separate political parties, was debated
and accepted on the floor. A special commission
was set up by Parliament to probe behind the
scenes into the various relalionshig; which sur-
faced with the Susurluk accident. Welfare Party
(RP) Deputy Mehmet Elkatmis was elected as
chairman of this commission.

Nov. 15 - DYP §anlwrfa Deputy Sedat
Bucak, who was wounded in the Susurluk acci-
dent, was treated at the Faculty of Medicine of
Istanbul University under the surveillance and pro-
tection of members of his tribe. He was secretly
discharged from hospital at 3:00 a.m. Mehmet
Agar, speaking for the first time following his res-
ignation said, “No longer will anyone undertake
such risks for the state.’

Nov. 16 - Motherland Party (ANAP)
Chairman Mesut Yilmaz claimed that three guards
from the special team who were protecting-DYP
Deputy Sedat Bucak, the only person who_ sur-
vived the Susurluk accident, had killed Omer
Litfi Topal, the casino king. Yilmaz claimed

there were plans among certain circles who want-
ed to own the casinos. It was found that three casi-
nos owned by Topal were about to change owner-
ship. Security measures for Yilmaz were rein-
forced following his allegations.

Nov. 21 - DYP Desvuty Sedat Bucak, the
only living witness of the Susurluk accident, spoke

about the incident and the various relationships on

a private TV channel. Bucak said he had met Catl

under his real identig' and Was proud of having

met him. He claimed that former deputy police

director Hiiseyin Kocada§, Who was killed in the

accident, had not known Catlt's real identity. He

accepted that all the weapons found in his car
belonged to him. However, he claimed that the
silencers had no connection with him or his
friends and were part of a plot.

Nov. 22 - Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan
announced he had given an assignment to the head
of the Prime Ministry Inspectors Board, the MIT
Undersecretariat and the Interior Ministry
Inspectors Board.

Nov. 23 - DYP Deputy Sedat Bucak, during
an interview with a daily, altered his earlier state-
ment made on a special TV channel. Bucak, who
had previously said the weapons found in the car
belonged to him, this time denied he owned them.
He claimed the weapons had been placed in the
car by “certain circles” after the accident.

Nov. 24 - President Silleyman Demirel did
not accept Democratic Left Party (DSP) Chairman
Biilent Ecevit's proposal that allegations following
the Susurluk incident also be investigated by the
State Supervisory Council.

Nov. 24 - ANAP Chairman Mesut Yilmaz

25




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

was attacked by a former ultranationalist in the
lobby of the Hilton Hotel in Budapest, Hungarz. It
was reported that Yilmaz, whose nose was broken,
had been attacked-because of his allegations con-
cerning Cath. It was discovered that the aggressor,

named as Veysel Ozerdem, had worked at a textile
firm in which Cath was a partner. _

Nov. 26 - Tansu Ciller said she had not
known Abdullah Catli, and moreover had not

known whether or not he was
“Those who fired a bullet or su

the state are commemorated
with respect. They are hon-
orable.” - -

" Nov. 28 - ANAP leader

Mesut Yilmaz claimed a link
existed between certain
aggressors and some [stanbul
geo le. He announced that he

ad information and docu-
ments regarding the Topal
murder. He said those docu-
ments were also in the pos-
session of the state and were
at the. Istanbul Police

uil?. She said,
f§ere a bullet for

Directorate.

Dec. 5 - Interior
Minister Meral Aksener
announced she had ‘sacked
six policemen includin
Istanbul Police Chief Kem:
Yazicioglu, his assistant,
the deputy 'chairman of
the Operations Department
of the special teams, as well
as three special team mem-
bers whose names were
linked to the Topal murder.

Giving her reasons for dis-

missing Yazicioflu, Aksener

said he had failed to Rrowde information and

documents which AN

P leader Mesut Yilmaz

 had mentioned in relation to the Topal murder.

Dec. 12 - The Criminology Department of

the Gendarmerie General Command

determined

that Gatly had worked as an expert at the General
Security Directorate, and that the signature on the
license granting him the right to bear weapons was
that of Mehmet Agar, who was then the head of
General Security. Following this development, the

- Ankara Chief Prosecutor’s Office sent a report to

the Justice Ministry requesting the removal of
AFar’s parliamentary immunity so a case could be
filed against him. : :

Dec. 13 ‘- The Justice Ministry returned the

against giving the assignment on the report to the
chief prosecutor and quit his post to follow up the
issue.

.Dec. 17 - It was discovered that the three
‘'organizations to which Prime Minister Necmettin
Er%akan had earlier given the task of investigating
the Susurluk incident were still examining the
issue, and had not yet launched an investigation.

Dec. 22 - The leaders of the political parties
represented in Parliament met at a summit at the
gankaya Presidential Palace under President

ileyman Demirel’s chairmanship. During the

 five-and-a-half-hour meeting, the leaders dis-

cussed allegations arising from the Susurluk inci-

. dent and the position the state should adopt in the

face of these developments. Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan said a preliminary report pre-
sented to him by MIT mentioned the names of 58
people who came within the framework of the
allegations. He said a clear need had emerged to
carry out a detailed investigation.

Dec. 24 - The parliamentary Susurluk com-
mission began to hear testimonies from people
believed to have information on the issue.
Among those who testified at the commission
were Mehmet Eymiir, head of the MIT Counter-
Terrorism Department, former MIT personnel
and retired lieutenant colonel Korkut Eken, and
founder of the special operation teams and
Istanbul Police Chief Kemal Yazicio§lu who was
removed from his. office. When it came to light
that Cathi had been used by the state, both before
and after 1980, in activities against the Armenian
terrorist organization ASALA, the commission
decided to hear testimonies from many more peo-

le, including former President Kenan Evren,
hief of General Staff Gen. 1smail Karadays,
Gendarmerie General Commander Gen. Teoman
Iégg:ln and MIT Undersecretary Sonmez
oksal. : '

Dec. 31 - Investigations concerning the
Susurluk incident still continue. While groups spe-
cially set up at MIT, the Prime Ministry Inspectors
Board, the Interior Ministry Inspectors Board, the

report to the Ankara Chief Prosecutor’s Office on
the grounds thart the relevant documents were
incomplete.

Dec. 16 - Nihat Artiran, the Ankara prosecu-
tor who had prepared the report, reacted. strongly

Chief Prosecutor’s Office of the Istanbul State
Security Court (DGM), the Justice Ministry and
the Interior Ministry continue their investigations,
the Parliamentary investigative commission con-
tinues to hear the testimonies. of those it deems
necessary.. ' : _

' Turki\szaily Neu}s WEDhl[ESDAY.JANUARY 8,1997 . | L
Kinkel says Turkey turning away from Europe

Reuters

BONN- German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said on Tuesday that
Turkey was turning towards closer ties with its Moslem neighbours out of
deep disappointment with the European Union’s failure to help it.

Istanbul’s plans to host a summut this year with leaders of eight Moslem
countries to boost economic cooperation were not simply the result of Prime . -
‘Minister Necmettin Erbakan’s more pro-Islamic political views, he said.

* “Turkey feels that it is wrongly treated by Europe,” he told journalists.

Turkey has complained bitterly to the EU that 1t has received no benefits

from a new customs union with Brussels because Greece has blocked any
bid to give it funds linked to the trade deal, he added.

Kinkel, at a news conference reviewing foreign policy issues for 1997,
said Islam would become an increasingly important factor in the foreign
policy of Moslem countries. * '

Western states would have to take this into account and not simply see
certain Moslem countries as violators of human rights.. “There is resentment
in the Islamic world,” he said. '
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Turkwb Dally News WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1997

Denmark: 'torture' application filed yesterday

Turkish sources say the Danish
media has started a major
campaign around Kemal Kog,
who was allegedly tortured
while in custody in Turkey

Turkish Daily News

PARIS/STRASBOURG- In a move that might
lead to further deterioration in the already sensi-
tive Turco-Danish ties, Denmark yesterday for-
mally applied to the European Court of Human
Rights for a ruling on whether Turkey used tor-
ture against a Danish citizen of Kurdish ongin.

According to Danish sources in Strasbourg, the
Danish application is not a political move against
Turkey, but “a desire to find out the facts” about
whether Kemal Kog had been tortured during the
summer of 1996 in Turkey, following his deten-
tion by Turkish police on July 5. When Kog
returned 10 Denmark he entered a rehabilitation
ceater for the victims of torture.

“We have asked Turkey for information con-

cerning the case of Kog, who is now a Danish cit-
izen but the reply we received from Turkey was
not clear. Now we are pursuing the case further
through a neutral international institution,”
Danish Ambassador to the Council of Europe A.
Belling told the TDN.

But senior Turkish diplomatic sources main-
tain that Turkey has made a very clear response
to the Danish communication, saying that
Turkish doctors who examined Kog had not
found any evidence he was tortured.

While the Danish ambassador said this appli-
cation “should be interpreted as a judicial case”
and any nation could apply to the court to estab-
lish the facts in a special case, the Turkish side
maintains there are no judicial reasons for the
Danish initiative in a case where Kog could have
applied individually to the court.

n Cogenhagen, anish Foreign Minister Niels
Helveg Petersen said he expected the case to be
treated as quickly as possible. He added that
Ankara had been advised of the Danish initiative,
made on the basis of Article 3 of the European
Declaration of Humap Rights which prohibits
torture, last Friday.

The Turkish side, however, says it cannot
understand Denmark’s present move. In the early

1980s, Denmark had also applied to the court for
a ruling aiainst Turkey in respect of general vio-
lations of human rights.

“That was a general case and Turkey did not
then accept there was a right of individual appli-
cation,” a senior Turkish source said. “But now
this is clearly a different and an individual case,
and we do not understand why Denmark has cho-
sen to make this application, rather than Kog
himself.”

Another point raised by the Turks is that Koc’s
case is currently underway in Turkey’s State
Security Courts, which means domestic judicial
mechanisms have not yet been exhausted. Thus,
says the Turkish side, the court may well refuse
to admit the case.

Relations between Turkey and Denmark have

been sensitive for the past five years, garticularly |
after Turkey put Copenha%en on a blacklist of
arms suppliers, which ]pro ibited Danish firms
from participating in Turkish defense industry.
deals. Relations further soured when ERNK, the
political wing of the Kurdistan Workers’ Pasty
(PKK), opened-an office in Copenhagen and the
Kurdish “parliament in exile” met in Denmark in
March 1996.

Turkisb Daily Neu)s WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1997

New steps for northern Iraq peace

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Rival Iraqi Kurdish
groups have been in regular contact
with the Baghdad government,
Kurdish sources confirmed on
Tuesday, while a worried United.
States séarches for new initiatives to
persuade the Kurds to speed up their
peace process.

Mokarram Talabani, a northern
Iraqi Kurd and former Communist
who is known to be close to the Iragi,
regime, met with Jalal Talabani,
leader of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), in Sulaimaniya
last week.

Kurdish sources said Mokarram
Talabani brought messages from
Saddam Hussein to Jalal Talabani,
adding that there had been ongoimng’
contact between the PUK and
Baghdad. . '

Mokarram Talabani is in regular
contact with both the PUK and the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).

PUK sources claimed that missions
from the KDP are sent to Baghdad
weekly, and pointed out that
Massoud Barzani, leader of the
KDP, had been to Baghdad twice in
December.

Following meetings with Tariq
Aziz, the Imqudepu%pdme minis-
ter and Taha Yassin Ramadan, vice
president of Iraq, Barzani has been
accused by other Kurdish groups of
being ready to concur with Baghdad
on the issue of northern Irag, even if
a solution for autonomy is not
found. Barzani, with whom Baghdad
had refused to enter into a “solo
agreement” because it did not take
into account the other representa-

tives of northemn Irag, has also been Monitorin
accused of giving up his push for

autonomy.

times since

because of his continuing contact
with the West.
, According to observers, the only

Kurdish meeting
in Washington
A KDP delegation headed by

way Barzani could gain Saddam Necirvan Barzani is on its way to

Hussein’s trust would be for the
KDP chief to cut off entirely his
relationships with the West. Arab
sources said Talabani had also sent
missions to Baghdad.

PUK not satisfied

The PUK claims that the parties in
the northern Iraq peace process are
failing to implement the Oct. 31
cease-fire agreement and, according-
!ly, they are dissatisfied with both

kish and United States policies.

The  Supervisory  Peace

roup has met five
‘ ov. 15, and the demar-
cation map is now ready. The next

Kurdish sources closely monitor- Step is expected to be confidence-
ing the situation believe Saddam building measures, such as the
Hussein no longer trusts Barzani exchange of prisoners.

Washington for talks with Turkish
and U.S. officials, as well as a high-

ranking PUK member.
The meetings will be attended by
the PUK representative to

Washington, Barham Salih,
Diplomatic sources have reported
that the United States is ;;}annmcF to
bring the two Kurdish leaders
together again in Ankara, and is lay-
ing the groundwork with the
Washington meetin%5

. A senior Turkish Foreign Ministry
official responsible for northern Irag
affairs has also traveled to
Washington to attend the talks.
When questioned about a possible
Barzani-Talabani summit, Turkish
officials said this would not be sur-

prising.

27



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, JANUAﬁY 9, 1997

Are the TurksvTu_rning

Their Backs on West?

Ankdm Is Frustrated by EU and Greece

By Nicholas Doughty

Reuters

LONDON — Europe and Washing-
ton are increasingly worried by signs
that Turkey, a vital -strategic partner,
may be turning away from the West —
at a time of growing Greek-Turkish
tension over the European Union and
the divided island of Cyprus.

Diplomats .say a series of meetings
‘will try to assess the risks of a new crisis
in. southern’ Europe and just how far

- NEWS ANALYSIS

Turkey, frustrated by its relations with
the Union, is prepared to change course.

A decision by Greek-ruled Cyprus to
buy Russian anti-aircraft missiles has
raised the temperature at the worst pos-

sible time, as the West pushes for a

breakthrough on a United Nations peace
plan for the island.

But Turkey, whose troops occupy the:

northern part-of Cyprus, is already bit-

tterly disappointed at the lack of progress.

in its relations with the 15-nation EU.
Ankara blames Greece for blocking

promised EU economic help, although. ek

the Union is also concernéd about Tur-

key’s record on human rights. Greece.
can block the aid because it is a member

iof the EU, while Turkey is not. Both
‘countries are members of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization.

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel of

Germany said Tuesday that Turkey was
turning toward closer ties with its
Muslim neighbors. o

e .

“*Turkey feels that it is wrongly
treatéd By Europe,’” he said. *‘How can
one hold this against Turkey? Ankara
has not profited by one penny from the

‘Gustoms union with the EU because

Z(,‘y'reece puts the brakes on everything.”’
"% Some diplomats. say Turkey — an
Smportant ally for the West because it
Pborders volatile regions of the Caucasus
@nd the Middle East — might block’
NATO decisions in retaliation, includ--
ing the ‘alliance’s planned expansion:
into Eastern Europe.

. ‘““There has been talk of the Turks
taking a really hard line because of what
has happened,”’ a European diplomat
said. ‘“The warnings have been there:
before but there may be reason to take it
more seriously now.”’ ’
. The two NATO allies have gone to
the brink of war several times, most
recently last year in a territorial dispute
in the Aegean Sea. Four people also died
in a series of clashes between the divided.
communities on Cyprus last year.

The island has been divided since
,.when Turkey: invaded and oc;
{"ifs iorthern third“after & coup
engineered by the military government
that ruled Greece at the time.

. Washington and its allies have cri-
ticized Cyprus for the planned missile
‘purchase, which they see as a threat to
the peace hopes. - i

The United States announced Tues-

iololiolio
ORCRORO)

S

" day thar it would send a senior official to

the island this weekend, after U.S. of-
ficials meet their European counterparts
in The Hague on Friday.

There is much sensitivity over how to

tackle the problems between Greece and
Turkey, partly because Richard Hol-
brooke — the U.S. official who ne-
gotiated the peace deal for Bosnia-Her-
zegovina — accused the Europeans last
year of failing to deal with them.
i European diplomats said the meeting;
at The Hague would try to ensure that
the United States was coordinating its
efforts with Europe and continuing to
back the UN proposals for Cyprus.

‘“There is some concern,’’ One envoy
said, ‘‘that the Americans might be pre-
paring a Holbrooke-style offensive for
Cyprus all on their own, and we think
that would be counterproductive.’’

- " Another meeting, set for Jan. 29 in
Rome, will address the broader question
‘of how to handle Turkey.

Ankara has long wanted to join the
Union but has received no firm prom-
ises, while a string of other countries
from the Mediterranean and Eastern
Europe have now officially joined the
line for membership. :

In addition, the Islamic government
of Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan

. has made efforts in recent months to

improve ties with Iran and other Muslim
‘countries. Last weekend, he sponsored a
‘meeting of ministers from eight Muslim
countries, aimed at bolstering economic
cooperation among them. :

Turkey criticizes Denmark
for human rights case

Turkish Daily News -

o D s ... . of an individual case. “There is no reason-
. ANKARA- Turkish Foreigrr Ministry

able explanation for this,” Akbel said.

Denmark has alleged that Kemal Kog, a
_ naturalized Danish citizen of Kurdish ori-
gin, was tortured in Turkey last summer.
Akbel said that Turkey hoped the court
-would evaluate the case according to legal
principles, not according to political senti-
ments. The Turkish spokesman also said
that Turkey would have to reevaluate its
relations with Denmark.

igokesman_()mer Akbel told reporters on

ednesday that Denmark’s decision to take

Turkey to the European Court of Human

Rights was not in accordance with interna-
tional law. -

~ Akbel noted that Turkey recognized the

right of an individual to apply to the court

but said this was the first time a country was

" taking another country to the court because

Turklgb Dﬂlbl News THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 1997
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Turkish Daily News neossonv.woasy . tom
Human rights activists to investigate Lice

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The southeastern town of Lice
is soon to become a hub for human rights
activists, politicians and journalists who want
to check reports that people there are bein
forced against their will to join a corps of vil-
lage guards to fight the separatist Kurdish
rebels, activist sources said.

The group of investigators will include rep-
resentatives from the Human Rights
Association (IHD), “Together for Peace,”
another activist group seeking conciliation
between the government and the Kurdish sepa-
ratists, the pro-Kurdish People’s Democracy
Party (HADEP), as well as author Orhan
Pamuk. Composer Sanar Yurdatapan, Sedat
Yurttag of HADEP and Reporters without
Borders (RSF) representatives Nadire Mater
and Ertugrul Kiirkgii will reportedly be accom-
panied b{ a large group of journalists.

The 21-person mission will draft a report to
be addressed to the Parliament, the General
Staff, the Interior Ministry and political party
leaders, sources said.

mParliamepg's hamanbr: ts commissiog and
¢ opposition Republic le’s Part
gCHP_ pare also pre%ariﬁ; mheir-ow%
investigators.

IHD president Akin Birdal told the TDN
that dunr:§ their last trip to the town they had
discovered that the people in Lice were being
forced to join the village guards, a 70,000-
stroniau)uliary force made up of government-
paid Kurdish villagen assisting some 300,000
troops in the Southeast combatting the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).

The PKK is wagin%la separatist war that has
claimed over 21,000 lives in the past 12 years
of fighting. :

Birdal rejected recent accusations by
Islamist State Minister Liitfii Esengiin that they
were instigating unrest in Lice, a town in
Di{‘al‘bak]r province.

he tHD chief accused Haci tlbagly, the
town’s chief official and a former army officer,
of using force against the people in the town to
“persuade” them to join the militia. He said !¢

had personally seen the fear in people’s eyes.

MPs to visit the town

Bahri Zengin, deputy chairman of the

Parliament’s Human Rights Commission,
told the TDN that they decided to visit the
town to investigate the complaints. Zengin said
the commission members would visit Lice
next week for a firsthand assessment of the sit-
uation.

The military is discouraging such visits to
the town and a similar delegation was turned
back in late December on suspicion that its
members were sympathetic to the PKK.

The groups will investigate charges that
around 100 men in the region have been forced
to become village guards.

Activists have charged that the troops threat-
ened to kill the men who refused to join the

militia and to raze the town. They said that 110.

people were'detained for two days, then sent

Turki\gb Daily Neu)s :I;lleRSDAY. JANUARY 9, 1997

EU envoy says Turkey’s human
rights image affects exports

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- The Enifkpcan Union’s (EU) envoy to Turkey,
Ambassador Michael Lake; declared that the human rights issve
has had a negative impact on the export of Turkish goods, the
Anatolia news a; ) .
Lake opened Commission Local Information
Office aﬁa seri on. Tuesday. Speaking at a conference in
Kayseri on Wednesday, Lake said that it would be hard for Turkey
to enter the EU if human rights violations continue in this country.

Lake also noted that the trade volume between Turkey and the EU
increases every year and added that although the rates were in favor
of Turkey in the first year of the customs union the situation might
reverse itself this year. “Companies in EU countries make 60 per-
cent of their investments using credits from their governments.
However, this rate for the Turkish private sector is 15 percent due to
the budget deficit. The budget should be balanced immediately. In
Pmﬁcular, infrastructure investments in Turkey have been the same
ongS years. Investments in the infrastructure should be increased,”
w . . .

Lake said that the EU supported Turkey’s teritorial integxity but
said that the ﬁﬁgloagainst separatists in the Southeast could not be
solved solel ugh military measures and that civil measures
should also ued. Lake indicated that the EU was ready to
help Turkey on this issue.

JEUDI 9 JANVIER
12° ANNEE,

GAMK

Les révélations
de Mesut Yilmaz

Point sur la situation en Turuie

Cour de Sureté de I'Etat d’Istanbul et
devant la Commission d’enquéte du
Parlement, il décrit, souvent avec force
détails et cassettes de témoins a
i L I'appui, les agissements de divers
L’ancien Premier ministre conser- groupes opérant depuis des années

1997
N° 3078

1996, il a voulu tirer au clair les affaires
des meurtres mystérieux et d’autres
crimes perpétrés par des organes de
I'Etat: “J'ai fait ce que jai pu. Je me
suis battu pendant un mois pour nom-
mer mon candidat a la Direction géné-

vateur turc se fait depuis quelques g5 1a protection d'une partie de
semaines le principal accusateur de 1a ;appare de I'Etat. Devant le Parlement, il

dérive mafieuse de I'Etat turC. ffime que pendant son court mandat
Déposant successivement devant la 4o premier ministre, au printemps

rale de la S(reté; je n'y suis pas parve-
nu (..) M. Erbakan a encore moins de
pouvoir que mois; il n'a pu procéder a
aucune nomination au ministére de
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I'Intérieur (..) Finalement j'ai pu nom-
mer une personne de confiance a la
direction de Sareté d’lstanbul, Mme.
Ciller a imposé son candidat a la
Direction générale de la Sareté.
Certaines autres nominations dans la
police ont été faites sous linfluence de
la mafia (..) Mme. Ciller a créé une
unité spéciale au sein des services de
renseignements (MIT), chargée en prin-
cipe de contre-terreur qui se livre en fait
& l'espionnage de ses adversaires. Il 'y
a quelques jours, j'ai eu une conversa-
tion privée au téléphone avec un ami

" procureur ; le lendemain le MIT a com-

muriqué & Ciller son compte-rendu (..)
Mme. Giller a constitué tout un réseau
& son service. L'un des membres de ce
réseau, le député Bucak dispose en
plein Ankara, dans son logement de
fonction et dans son bureau de plus de
100 mitraillettes Kalachnikov (..)
L'ancien ministre de Intérieur, Mehmet
Agar, qui a été pendant longtemps chef
de la police, est mélé a une série
d'affaires graves. Je suis en posses-
sion d’'une cassette de 4 heures
d’aveux d’un certain Huseyin Baybasin,
I'un des gros bonnets de la drogue, qui
affirme que depuis le début des années
1980 il a mené son trafic en utilisant les

_voitures de police mises a sa disposi-

tion par M. Agar, de fausses cartes
d'identité établies et signées par Agar
et qu'il a voyagé en Europe avec des
passeports de service qui lui ont été
remis par ce méme Agar. Une cinquan-
taine de trafiquants de drogue utilise-
raient ce genre de passeports et de
pieces d'identité délivrés par M. Agar. Il
existe au sein de la Direction générale
de la Sireté une unité qui fournit ces
trafiquants et des tueurs en cartes
d'identité de police et en passeport de
service. Des trafiquants notoires por-
tent des passeports de chef de bureau
de commissaire ou de conseiller tech-
nique de fa police. Tout cela mérite au
moins une enquéte sérieuse”.

Comme pour appuyer-ces décla-
rations de M. Yilmaz, H. Balbasin décrit
dans le méme Hurriyet du 27 décembre
1996 et dans Ozgur Politika du 2 jan-
vier 1997 les relations de M. Agar avec

Jles divers chefs de la mafia. Il rappeile
-que cet ex-policier fils de policier, se-

trouve actuellement & la téte d’'une for-
tune colossale acquise grace a sa
coopération avec la mafia, mais, préci-

se-t-il, il n'agissait pas a titre personnel;
c'était la politique de I'Etat pour finan-
cer grace a cet “argent noir’ une série
d'opérations secrétes. |l évoque aussi
le nom d'un frére du président Demirel
et d’'un député du parti islamiste faisant
également partie de leur “réseau”.

Temoignant devant la Commission par-
lementaire, Mehmet Eymiir, numéro 2
du MIT, confirme I'essentiel de ces
révélations. |l affirme notamment que
ses services ont “utilisé” Abduliah Catli,
chef mafieux recherché par Interpol et
tué dans le récent accident de voiture
de Sussuruk, dans des “opérations
secrétes a I'étranger "." Plus tard, nous
avons appris qu'il était impliqué dans le
trafic de drogue, nous avons alors
renoncé a nous en servir. Mais la
Direction générale de la Sireté I'a
engagé (..) Récemment nous avons
appris que Yun de nos agents, Tarik
Umit, avait été enlevé par des équipes
spéciales (Ozel Tim) et interrogé par
Catli. J’ai appelé le ministre de
{'Intérieur Agar pour demander qu'on le
libére. Il a dit qu'il allait voir. Puis notre
agent a été trouvé mort. Un autre chef
de la mafia d’héroine, Ayhan Akca a

‘également été enlevé par les équipes
‘'spéciales et interrogé par Catli. L'agent

de liaison d’'Akga, Mile Dilek Onek,
vient d'étre arrété a 'aéroport d’lstanbul
en provenance des Pays-Bas avec uné
valise bourrée de narco-dollars. Elle
portait un passeport de service, comme
celui de Catli émis par la Direction
générale de la Sareté”. Le haut diri-
geant du MIT, cité par le Hiirriyet du 27
décembre confirme que “ses services
utilisent, dans lintérét de I'Etat, toute
sorte d'individus y compris des crimi-
nels”. Enfin sa révélation majeure: le
trafic de drogue rapporte 25 milliards
de dollars par an aux trafiquants turcs
car une partie considérable du trafic
international d’héroine passe par la
Turquie qui est en outre considéré
comme “un paradis d’argent noir’. M.
Eymur ne précise pas la part prélevée
par les divers services de I'Etat turc sur
cette masse énoime de narco-doltars.
A la question de savoir jusqu'ou peut
aller ce “réseau”, M. Yilmaz répond,
dans le Hurriyet du 27 décembre, qu'a
son avis, Tansu Ciller était au courant
de tous les agissements de M. Agar et
les couvrait. Il a ajouté “Rappelez-vous:
en décembre 1993, Mme. Ciller déclare
qu'elle a entre les mains la liste d'une

soixantaine d’hommes d'affaires aidant
le PKK. 15 jours plus tard, on est passé
aux exécutions. Depuis aolt 1995,

I'état-major des armées ne s'est pas

mélé de ces affaires, pas méme par le

biais de JITEM (Service de renseigne-

ment de la gendarmerie) . Depuis que
le général Karadayi est devenu chef
d'état-major, 'armée se tient a I'écart
de ces affaires”. Ce que veut dire
qu'avant aoGt 1995, sous le régne du.
général Gires, 'armée était elle aussi
impliquée. M. Yilmaz, qui a fort a faire
avec ses adversaires dans I'actuei bras
de fer et qui se dit “menacé”, tient
ostensiblement."a exempter I'armée.
Tout comme le président Demirel, qui
en réponse a la crise de confiance que
connait le pays, déclare que “le gouver-
nement est un organisme politique.
L'Etat, c’est le Conseil de Sécurité
nationale (& dominante militaire) qui est
une institution extraordinairement
sérieuse et fiable". Est-ce pour conjurer
le péril d'un coup d'Etat militaire que
ces hauts dirigeants turcs encensent

ainsi 'armée? En tout cas, celle-ci, par -

la voix de I'un de ses “hauts comman-
dants”, déclare au quotidien Hlrriyet du
20 décembre: “cette fois-ci, c'est aux
forces non armées de résoudre la crise

”

Selon un bilan officiel, la
guerre du Kurdistan a fait
3460 morts en 1996

Selon un bilan établi par la Super-
préfecture des provinces kurdes, cité
par le quotidien Hurriyet du 27
décembre, dans la période allant du 1er
janvier au 26 décembre 1996, 2782
membres présumés du PKK, 531 sol-
dats, policiers et miliciens, 143 civils et
4 instituteurs ont été tués dans “ia guer-
re de basse intensité” qui se poursuit
au Kurdistan. 2233 civils ont éte bles-

'sés ou amputés dans des actes de vio-
lence liés & cette guerre. Les forces

turques auraient, a l'en croire ce bilan,
saisi 2006 fusils, 726 revolvers, 2478
grenades, 130 lance-roquettes et 254

329 balles.
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Copenhague poursuit
Ankara devant la Cour
européenne
des Droits de I'homme

A la suite de Varrestation d’un
citoyen danois d'origine kurde, Kemal
Koc, pendant un mois et demi, suivie
de l'arrestation et de I'expulsion d'un
député danois qui avait assiste au pro-
cés de celui-ci, le Danemark a décidé
de poursuivre la Turquie devant la Cour
européenne des droits de I'nomme.
Selon Copenhague, le ressortissant
danois, Kemal Koc, a été détenu et tor-
turé par les autorités turques durant
son arrestation, au cours de I'été 1996.
Le ministre danois des Affaires étran-
géres, Niels Helveg Petersen, a précisé
& la presse que cette démarche serait
effectuée mardi a Strasbourg, siége de
la Cour. It espére une instruction rapide
de ce dossier. 1l s’agit d’'une violation
de I'article 3 de la Convention euro-
péenne des droits de 'Homme, interdi-

sant l'usage de la torture, a estimé M.
Heviveg Petersen, indiquant qu’Ankara
avait été prévenu vendredi, 3 janvier
1997, de la démarche danoise.

La Turquie achete des
missiles Work Silk a la
Chine et 30 hélicopteres
a la France

Les dépenses militaires semblent
étre le seul secteur épargné par la grave’

crise économique que traverse la Turquie.
Ainsi, alors que le ministre de la défense,
Turhan Tayan, annonce le 19 décembre
la décision du gouvernement d'accorder,
a compter du 1er janvier 1997, une aug-
mentation de 72% des salaires des offi-
ciers et des sous-officiers, le quotidien
Milliyet, révele dans son numéro du 20
décembre un accord turco-chinois
“secret” portant sur I'acquisition par

‘l'armée turque de 6 batteries de missiles

chinois Worm Sitk Ws-1 d’une portée de

80 km. La premiére batterie, comportant
19 WS-1 sera livrée par Pékin “assez
rapidement”.

Les 5 batteries restantes seront co-
produites sur place, en Turquie.
L’ensemble de la transaction porte sur $
150 millions. Ensuite, un projet portant sur
le développement d'un missile d'une por-
tée de 150 km sera mis en oeuvre par
Ankara qui est également en pourparlers
avec la Belgique et les Pays-Bas pour
I'acquisition de missiles Hawk qui ne ser-
vent plus dans les armées de ces deux
pays et avec la firme frangaise Thomson-
CSF pour I'achat de 18 missiles Improved
Hawk pour un montant de $ 160 millions.
Enfin, les négociations turco-frangaises
sur la vente d'hélicoptéres a usage militai-
re sont sur le point d’aboutir. Un accord

pourrait étre signé entre Eurocopter et le

gouvernement turc “dans les jours qui
viennent”. Selon cet accord “fin prét”,
Eurocopter vendrait dans un premier
temps 30 hélicopteres Cougar qui seront
‘assemblés en Turquie. Cette premiére
livraison devrait étre suivie d’'une seconde
dont 'ampleur n'est pas encore indiquée.
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Turkey's Human Rights Record: The Year's Twilioht Zone

The year 1996 saw the worst
violence towards prisoners since
the military rule of the early
1980s. according to IHD officials.

The wave of hunger strikes in
prisons in July ended with the
govemnment's partial compromise
only after claiming 12 lives. Four
prisoners died after the strikes by
being denied proper treatment.

Amnesty International stated that
children between 14 and 16,
charged with involvement in illegal
organizations, were subjected to
sexual and physical torture during
their detention. allegations docu-.
mented by State Hospital reports.

Minister of Justice Sevket Kazan
said “The only thing Europe does
is criticize Turkey, but from now
on we will criticize Europe.”

By Zafer F. Yoriik
Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- According to the monthly reports of
the Human Rights Association (IHD), Turkey’s first
year in the European Union’s customs union wit-
nessed repetition of all the usual human rights viola-
tions.

The depressing, numbingly familiar litany includes
70 deaths and 46 injuries in so-called “unresolved
murders”, summary executions and deaths in custody
claiming 179 lives, 326 people claiming to have been
tortured 1n police custody, 107 non-government orga-
nizations, newspapers and publishers being shut down
and all the editions of 183 different issues of various
newspapers and magazines seized, 379 reporters and
journalists arrested, sentenced to a total 166 years and
8 months imprisonment and fined over TL 10 billion.

The most infamous of these convictions was
arguably that of Yasar Kemal on 7 March by the
Istanbul State Security Court (DGM) which imposed
a 20-month suspended jail sentence on the Nobel-
nominated author for two essays he wrote on the
Kurdish issue. This conviction came as a bombshell
flpr lVlihose who monitor human rights coadition in

‘urkey.

In December 1995 then-Prime Minister Tansu
iller had announced a list of legal relaxations, in par-
ticular for freedom of expression, which led to the
drop of charges of “terrorism through writing” against
Kemal by the same court for the same essays. This
ac%uttal may have influenced the European Union’s
(EU) decision to admit Turkey to customs union.
Journalist Irfan Agdag was killed this year, but the
year's most infamous assault on men of letters was
certainly the death in police custody of journalist
Metin Goktepe on 9 January. Goktepe was arrested
with around 1,000 people when covering a demon-
stration in Istanbul for,the leftist publication Evrensel.
His murder raised outrage from all sectors of the press
and media, but as of yet no arrests have been made,
and the “investigation” of 48 police officers charged
with killing GOktepe proceeds at a snail’s pace.
Another stain on 1996 in Turkey was mmu'e of
children in Manisa, in western Turkey. The affair
received widespread international attention, and on 17
April Amnesty International declared that children
between the age of 14 and 16 are held on charges of
involvement in illegal organizations, and while in cus-
tody are subjected to sexual and physical torture, alle-
gations documented by State Hospital reports. The
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“trial” of the police officers accused moves at glacial
speed. '

peThe only remarkable difference between this over-
loaded balance sheet and that of the previous year 1§
the decrease in the aumber of villages burned and
emptied by government security forces in the
Southeast, from 243 to 67. “Because there are no vil-
lages left to be burned down,” an [HD official com-

prison authorities, and 10 prisoners were killed by
otherinmates.

‘The wave of hunger strikes in prisons in July ended
with the government’s partial compromise, but only
after claiming 12 lives. Four prisoners died after the
strikes by being denied proper treatment. o

"The worst prison incident was a gendarmerie
storming of Diyarbakir Prison on September 24,

mented wryly. which left 10 prisoners dead and 24 seriously injured. ’

‘ . Authorities reported the fatalities as casualties during .
Prisons terrorized the suppression of a}frison riot, but a recent report by
the Parliamentary Human Rights Committee estab-

The year began with a “security operation” al  ppoq bt there was no riot sufficient to warrant a

Uskudar Prison on 4 Janvary, which led to the deaths — pyipyry ' eration, during which “prisoners were
of four prisoners 25 & fesult of being beaten on the el heten'on ther heads by iron bars and
eac. - . truncheons.”
In fact; 1996 saw the worst violence towards pris- . .
oners since the military rule days of the early 1980s,  “Disappearances” in custody and
according to IHD officials. Between January and & Mothers”

November 1996, 21 prisoners were beaten to death by Claims of people disappearing while in official cus-

The more gangs, the less human rights

By Giil Demir
Turkish Daily News
ISTANBUL- Turkey concluded 1996 with ve
low grades in human rights. Reports by bot
national and international nstitutions backed with
unimpeachable documentation that Turkey’s
human rights record was among the worst.
Moreover, such data appeared with terrifyin
figures in many:prestigious western institutions

reports; they were not merely the work of

Turkey’s nongovernmental organizations —
declared “enemues of the nation” by those styling
themselves “patriots” and who think they can gov-
em Turkey by going on about “flag” and “call for
prayers”, the same ones primarily responsible for
the human rights abuses. -
- According to reports by the United Nations and
European Human Rights Commission there are
over 20,000 *diSappeared” people in Turkey.
number of registered, politically motivated “disap-
earances”_amounts to 420. As it was revealed
rom the official applications given to the Human
Rights Association (IHD) and Human Rights
lfgggdation (IHV), 203 of these disappeared in

Most disappearances occurred, as in the previ- .

ous years, in the Southeast’s Emergency Rule
Region. 1996’s somber tally ranks second behind
the 299 missing after 1994, and the figures appear
to be gaining momentum since the turn of the
decade. According to the report of Human R:'ights
Foundation, systematic torture continued all
through 1996 and those very few torturers whose
ideatities were discovered have always come
under the protective umbrella of laws and political
power. The torturers chose from a wide variety of
methods like “electric shocks, hanging, rape,
spraying ‘cold water, depriving of food, threats in

cells, stopping from urination and defecation, ver- -

bal insults, sexual abuse, falaka (traditional

Turkish beating on the feet’s soles), death threats, -

making the victim stand on wet and cold surfaces,
squeezing testicles, plucking hairs and beards,
pulling out fingernails, threats directed to rela-
tives, preventing breathing, false execution...”

The -

Hundreds of such practitioners continued their
grim work without worry, and in the odd incident
that found reflection on the media, the torturers
were either acquitted after show trials or simply
forgotten by the continuous transfer of their trial
from one city to another.

Freedom of Information

A declaration by the Press Council proved that
the freedom of information, one of the principal
indicators of a country’s human rights condition,
was in a dismal state 1n Turkey as two journalists
were killed in 1996. Metin Goktepe was arrested
by the police forces on December 8, 1996 while
he was doing his job and was beaten to death in
front of many witnesses. The trial of the Goktepe
murder suspects has made the intercity journey in
its inexorable march to oblivion, as in
officials’ torture trials. ,

Attempts to silence the press were not limited to
murders: 7 journalists were subjected to armed
attacks, one journalist was kidnapped, 135 were
taken info custody for various reasons. 11 were
imprisoned while all the editions of 109 publica-
tions were seized by the police, and 40 publica-
tions were shut down. Recently the government
has been in search of new restrictive measures for

the press. It seems that the government will con- -

tinue to look for a convenient platform for these
regulations in 1997. '
imilar incidents painted as gloomy a picture in
1996. -Police truncheons which had worked so
hard with other demonstrations were hidden out of

sight' when faced with religious demonstrators.

orkers, public workers, peasants, students,
“Saturday Mothers”, women, the elderly and chil-
dren, all took their share from the police beatings.

Summary executions. continued. 'Many evi-
dences were revealed concerning the so called
“mysterious” murders, proving that gangs within
the state were responsible for them. But the
efforts to cover up such.evidence also followed.
Meanwhile, such murders continued without los-
ing momentum, primarily in the Emergency Rule

e case of .

they will

Region. Read in the pages of our newspaper other
indicators detailing the record of human rights
violations in 1996. I think that it would be enough
without going into more details, to mention one
hope that was transferred from 1996 to 1997. 1996
bequeathed to 1997 the chance to ameliorate the
bad heritage of human rights taken from the previ-
ous years. A traffic accident that can be consid-
ered as a “miraculous accident”, if it was at all by
chance, brought to the surface the reality of gangs
consisting of politicians, police, mafia and ultra-
right wing ( lkucu) militants, which had been
tried to be brought to the agenda several times by
the human rights activists before but was continu-
ously denied by the authorities. Consequently, for
the first time, an opportunity to bring to the day-
light the real responsibilities of human rights vio-
lations has emerged. It was then understood that
those gangs of “patriots” have contributed well
enough to the increase of human rights violations
in Turkey, by activities like murder, sabotage, kid-
napping, summary execution, drug trafficking and
extortion. The future of the gangs who were seri-:
ously injured after crashing into the Susurluk lorry
is of great importance for both the year 1997 and
following. If the gangs are resuscitated through.
posthumous efforts, as noted in the recent days
and regain their health, this will mean that they
will definitely recommence their activities follow-
ing a period of rehabilitation; which, in turn, will
mean that this year wouldn’t be different from the
last regarding human rights. L
But if the gangs will come out of intensive care
after bemf hrough heavy operations in which
11 lose some of their organs, then some
improvement could be expected in Turkey’s
human rights record. - s

. You think that we forgdt the p'ossibﬂity of death
of the gandgs at the end of the intensive care... But

no, we did not. The problem is that such a possi-

bility is not on the horizon for the moment.
‘Besides, not all the gangs underwent an accident.

Even if this gang is dead, there are still many
more in Turkey. —
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tody” totaled 208 between January and November
1996. Human rights activists interpret this figure as a
dramatic increase, given that the total number of the
“disappeared” in custody between 1980 and 1996 is
420. "The heroic vigil of the “Saturday Mothers, g::o
pled by families of the missing, who continued their
silent sit in protest every Saturday in Istanbul’s
Galatasaray Square for 86 weeks to date, received a
lot of attention from press and media worldwide.
Istanbul police's attack on mothers, labor and political
activists and journalists in one of the sit-in protests
when the United Nations Habitat I Conference was
being held in Istanbul vindicated the international
interest. Some Habitat II delegates were also injured
in the attack. Amnesg' International replied the deter-
mination of “Saturday Mothers™ by launching an
international campaign in November to highlight the
‘human rights violations particularly the “disappear-
-ances” in Turkey.

Southeast: the bleeding wound

The year 1996 began with some hope for a solution
to the Kurdish problem; at the time the Kurdish
Workers' P (BKK) was holding a unilateral cease
fire in the southeast.

On 16 January, the press reported that the PKK
ambushed a minibus in Guclukonak in the Southeast,
killing 11 people. thus ending the unilateral cease fire.
The case &%ugh was later mvestiéated by an unoffi-
cial delegation led by the “Let’s Come Together for
Peace” initiative, who established that the security
forces were responsible for the ambush. The delega-
tion and the families of the victims of the incident
demanded the prosecution of the Chief of Staff for
murder. ) i _

No legal action was taken against the Chief of
Prosecution; on the contrary the head of the initiative,
anar Yurdatapan, was questioned by the
Prosecutor’s office with charges of “undermining the
Chief of Staff and Securi:g Forces.” Yurdatapan
would be arrested later in the year to be prosecuted
for appearing on the Kurdish TV channel Med TV.

The PKK cease fire, which was never recogniud”bg'
the government did not last long and in the year 1996,
the conflict in the southeast claimed 2,750 lives from
both sides, including the PKK guerillas and Turkish
security forces while leaving 118 civilians dead as a
result of the atrocities committed by one side or the
other of the same conflict. The US based human
rights organization Human Rights Watch (HRW) pro-
duced reports on the use of arms against civilians in
‘the southeast Turkey, which would ironically Jead to
the trial of the publisher and the translator of the
reports in Turkey. _

The cam ai%l,by international human rights orga-
nizations, HRW and Amnestf' International (Al),
‘against the maltreatment of civilians by the authorities
‘particularly in the southeast Turkey led the European

arliament on 18 September to suspend financial aids
to Turkey in defiance of the CU protocol. This move
led Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of
Foreign Aflairs Tansu Giller to announce immediate-
ly a new parliamentary bill of democratization of

urkish Penal Code and the Code of Penal
Procedures. .

There are a number of cases heard in the Euro
Court of Human Rights, among them that of the
southeastern villagers of Yesilyurt which resulted on
16 September 1996 with the conviction of the Turkish
govemment to pay compensation to the villagers. The
complain of the Yesilyurt villagers was that an army

commander forced them in 1987 to eat excrement.

Discourses of violation

“Eat excrement and your whole life will change!™:
Milliyet, a Turkish daily. reported the European
Human Rights Court’s conviction of the government
to pay billions of TL to the Yesilyurt villagers, with
this “funny” headline. In fact, as the Turkish media
was expressing outrage with this “foreign” interven-
tion, the lawyer of Y%silyurt villagers Hasip Kaplan
was trying to raise his voice against the increasing
persecution by the security forces in the region
against Yesilyurt villagers. including the subsequent
arrests and torture of the village headman in the local
gendarmerie station.

The official argument against European bodies
portraying their criticism as “foreign intervention
into Turkey’s domestic affairs” is backed and encour-
aged by most sectors of the Turkish media who, in
every opportunity present international criticism as
“collaboration with the PKK.”

As a typical demonstration of the Turkey's official
attitude towards European criticism, British daily
Financial Times quoted on 20 December Turke[v’;s
Minister of Justice Jevket Kazan's claim that his
government was now monitoring human rights abus-
es in Europe, in order to counter their allegations
against Turkey. Kazan said, “the only thing Europe
does is criticizing Turkey but from now on we will
criticize Europe.’

As an example how Europe violates human rights,
Justice Minister said teenagers from violent homes
can be separated from their families until they.
reached 18. “During this time they are not allowed to
see their parents. There are about 600 cases of this.”

Kazan also said muslims are not allowed to prac-
tice their religion freely in Europe. He said churches
in Turkey are allowed to ring their bells but European
mosques cannot use loudspeakers to broadcast their
call for prayers. Kazan also accused Europe of being
behind the PKK by saying: “Where does PKK obtain
their weapons? Where does their money come from?.
Europe is behind the PKK. From now on we will
demand some answers.”

Consequently, the general belief of the Turkish

ublic towards the international conventions that

urkeg' signed still scems to be that “our government,
should not be told what to do by foreigners.” And no
official or unofficial bodies influential over public
mentality seem to be concerned with informing the’
public on the European and United Nations conven-
tions on human rights, and the Turkish government's'
obligations.

"The result is that one can still witness demonstra-

tions in Turkey held with the slogan of “down with
human rights,” as the recent demonstration participat-
ed exclusively by the plain clothed police officers in
the disturbed southeastern town of Lice on 30
December. Certainly, a turn of the year would not
automatically improve Turkey’s human rights
records. ,
But to expect a gradual change in the beliefs of
Turkish public in parallel to Turkey’s inclusion into
customs union towards what the concepts of human
rights and Europe represent would not be unfeir—This
probably is the essential opportunity that Turkey
missed in the year 1996. Although there are no optl-
mistic indications, “there is always a space for hope in
anything that is not dead” as the old Turkish saying
£0€s.
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Tm'kwb Ddlly News SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 1997
Ankara f fing next week
. ) : : : Barzani and PUK leader Jalal Talabani to come to tain stability in northern Ira , make sure that
_PQ“LU equ § mecting with I aqt Kurds Ankara to lead their respective delegations at the Saddam’s in¥]uence is severcl)(rl limited, and pro-
In Washmgton stretches to a;second tal;(’fa.lletreau who will st;on be retiring from the {n oteKsog!ehkjnd o reconclilliati?l? b;\alween T
= . eau, whe I rom wo Kurdish groups, as well as the Assyrians and .
day as KDP and PUK are said to be U.S. foreign servllcq, mvcvt wl:lth KDP an[; I(;EK fglel- other minorityg conl:munities of northern K’aq." !
o “ - egations separately in Washington on Friday. First - '
miles apart on self-gover nment- in was the KDP delegatig(:n consisting of
. Nerchivan Barzani, Hosyer Zabari, the KDP’s
By Ugur Akinai . London representative, and Farhat Barzani, the
Turkish Daily News ... KDP’s Washington tepresentative. -~ = -
WASHINGTON- A third meeting co-chaited  After the KDP delegation left the premises,
by Turkey and the United States-and aimed at Barham Salih, a member of the PUK Leadership
Bzace and stability in northem Iraq is expected to Council and Washington representative,
held in Ankara next week. arrived. _ " .
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Near East The PUK office in Washington reported that
Affairs, Robert Pelletreau, is due to arrive in Bakhtiar Zuhdi was another PUK official involved
Ankara on Monday for the meeting. in the talks with U.S., Turkish and British officials
The two lragi Kurdish factions, the Patriotic at the State Department.
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and the Kurdistan Assisting
Democratic Paﬂn}’ (KDP), which have fought each Thc State Department refrained from describing
other on and oft since 1994 and had agreed on a L the Turkish and British roles as full participa-
cease-fire recently, met with Pelletreau on tion. Spokesman Nicholas Bums said Pelletreau
Thursday in order to continue discussing the was “assisted” by the Turks and the British in
cease-fire issues which they started to negotiate in these “preliminary negotiations.” |, :
Ankara in late October. ‘ Concerning a follow-up in Ankara at the end of
The TDN learned that, due to the number of this month with Barzani and Talabani, Bums did
items on the.agenda, the meeting, originally billed not sound too encouraging. “What happens after
for one day, had now streiched to Friday as well. ~ these negotiations — do they move to a higher
Turkey is req_resenlcd at the meeting by Ecvet level with Talabani and Barzani — we'll just have
Tezcan of the Turkish Foreign Ministry. Britain to see,” he said. : :
also had diplomats in attendance. After the meeting, those who participated in the
The meeting in Ankara next week is designed to negotiations proved to be tight-lipped about the
follow up the topics discussed in Washington this details of the talks. :
week. It is not certain who will lead the nival Iragi  Concerning the meeting’s agenda, the
KDP and PUK delegations at the Ankara tatks. ~ Department spokesman said, “We're talking here
Turkey reportedly wants KDP leader Massoud about efforts. to consolidate the cease-fire, main-

Two main issues : _
nformed TDN sources claimed the two top issues
the PUK and KDP representatives are grappling

with are: ,

m 1) the sharing of border-transit revenues
which are currently controlled by the KDP; and

m 2) the future form of Iraqi-Kurdish “self-gov-
ernment” in northern Iraq. : :

Currently there is a Baghdad-controlled and
KDP-run administrative body in Ecbil.

The city was wrestled back from PUK control in
September with a drive launched by the KDP and
Baghdad forces to , the - north of the 36th paral-
el. =~

TDN sources said the: KDP was not in a mood
to share with the PUK their control of -the Erbil
“government” in any form,

A PUK official in-Washington said the PUK
wanted “a comprehensive-political settlement to
revive the institutions of self-government in the
region and to continue to protect the people of
Iraqi Kurdistan against. any possible aggression

from Baghdad.” -

Further issues concerning Turkey are the possi-
bility .of establishing a security zone on the Iraqgi
side of the Iraqi-Turkish border, and the participa-
tion of Iraqi Turkmen in a regional “peace-keeping
force” that might be established in "northern
Irag. ~ . : '

Turleb Dﬂlly News SATURDAY, JANUARY 11,1997 '
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Deputies to visit

Lice on Tuesday

Tartan says Vﬂlage guard
system has'to be abolished

Turkish Daily News .
ANKARA- The parliamentary Human Rights
Commission is to visit Lice on the Jan. 14 to look into
allegations that people are being forced against their
will to join a corps of village guards, Hakan Tartan, a
Democratic Left Party deputy and spokesman for the
commission said on Friday.

Speaking to the TDN, lartan pointed out that-the

.inhabitants of the town had serious complaints about
‘the village guard system, and said the system had
'ma&or flaws and.alternatives must be found to fight the
oul '

awed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).

Deputies Musa Okgu, Demir Berberoglu, Siiha
Tanuk and Sabri Ergiil are also to take part in the trip.

. Meanwhile, a group of human rights activists have
been refused permission by the security forces to visit
Lice to look into the allegations.

The group was to include refresentatives from the
Human Rights Association (IHD); “Together for
Peace,” another activist grou& seeking conciliation
aftweenl(tltxmfdx ggvlgmmlent g;d- e KurI()hsh se mﬁg}t)s);

e S| e’s Democracy )
as wperl‘l)-as author (ﬁgn Pamuk. , any
- In order to circumvent the ban, the group has asked
the parliamentary commission if they could join them
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on their tour to Lice, according to IHD Chairman Akin
Birdal. Birdal and human rights activist §anar
Yurdatapan also claimed the state was attempting to

cover up what was'really going on in Lice.

mission, by HADEP, is to meet.

Necati Bilican, the govemor for the Rule

ion, to be briefed about the latest situation m Lice
and the Southeast in general, according to HADEP
Chairman Giiven Ozata.

A

ole Mode dimanch

A

ouverts, s’est rebellé contre son
sort. 1l a refusé de payer 'amende
de 1,1 milliard de livres turques
(environ 53 000 francs) qui lui
avait été infligée dans le cadre de
sa condamnation. La somme a
'donc été convertie en jours de pri-
son, A raison de 10000 livres
(moins de 50 centimes) par jour,
ce qui devrait prolonger son incar-
cération jusqu’en 2001.

Mme Zarakoglu, elle aussi éditeur
cumulant les condamnations et
qui doit son séjour actuel 2 la pri-

Un éditeur turc
condamné a rester
en prison au terme
de sa peine

ISTANBUL
de notre correspondante
Les portails d’acier de la prison

d’Ankara sont restés fermés 2 I'is-
sue de la peine purgée par Unsal
Ozturk. L'éditeur, dont trente-six
livres ont été saisis et contre le-
quel soixante-deux procés ont été

son de Bayrampasa, a Istanbul, a
la publication d’un ouvrage qui
n’a pas plu aux autorités, a annon-
cé A son tour qu'elle refuserait de
payer son amende et risque donc
de voir son incarcération se pro-

longer. Aysenur Zarakoglu est une
habituée des tribunaux. Le 17 jan-
vier, elle comparaitra dans le cadre

.d’un autre procés qui lui a été in-

tenté pour la traduction et la pu-
blication d'un rapport préparé par
Porganisation des droits de
I'homme Human Rights Watch sur
les transferts d’armes et violations
des droits de la guerre.

Ces cas ne sont pas isolés.
Chaque année, des dizaines de
journalistes, d’écrivains et d’édi<
teurs comparaissent devant les tri-
bunaux de la sfireté de I'Etat pour
avoir exprimé, écrit ou publié des
vues qui vont A I’encontre de
P'idéologie officielle. Les ouvrages
sur la question kurde sont une

cible fréquente, comme ceux du.

sociologue I1smail Besik¢i, qui est
lui aussi un « récidiviste ».

En janvier 1996, le journaliste
Metin Goktepe, arrété alors qu'il
« couvrait » les funérailles de pri-

1997

sonniers décédés au cours.

d'émeutes, avait été retrouvé mort
quelques heures plus tard. Sous la
pression de la presse &t"de I'opi-
nion publique, les autorités
avaient été forcées d’admettre
qu’il avait été battu. Quarante-
huit policiers avaient été inculpés
mais leur procds a été déplacé a
plusieurs reprises et, un an exacte-
ment aprds les faits, ils n’ont tou-

jours pas été jugés.

Nicole Pope

TurkiSb Dally NewS MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 1997

Cindoruk: 'Ciller must be cleared

Hisamettin Cindoruk stated that the DTP was founded as a reaction to

Giller and her despotism, and claims that i is even unknown when
and why the ministers and parliament members are chosen. According
1o Cindoruk, the DYP and Refah have become a family company

TDN- Did all this formation came at the
agenda as a reaction Tansu Ciller and

da
her political prototype?
elmtux- Eom tlzgiy...Not even a reaction, but

we are forming this party by totaily neglecting
them. There are two big zeros today. One of them
is Refah and the other is DYP.

Both DYP and Refah are

under the hegemony of their

leaders.

An RP parliament member can say, “We make

By Jan Pagal
Turkish Daily News

parties is forgotten. And one of the reason for the
: litical obstruction is this crisis within parties.
ISTANBUL- The Democratic Turkey Party Parties are directed by families. Democracy with-
(DTP) commenced its political life January 7 with 'in parties is completely forgotten. The selection
a celebration in Ankara. A of former True of the members, modification of the organization
Path Party (DYP) deputies formed the DTP, said chairmen are being done with the orders of the
by some to be an extension of the former Democrat Barty leader. This cannot be called democracy.
Party (DP), the first party to take power in 1950 eople who are with us today represent the reac- . o
following Turkey's transition to multiparty system. tion to this order. In a democracy, if the parties CONgTeSSes just because it is demanded b{altaw'
January 7 s, auspiciously, the anniversary of the are not working well, the government of the coun- Hodja determines everything and we do what he
foudasion of the P, and the TDN interviewed the try cannot be good. First of al the political parties Says: To say “We do-all that ggjl,‘ Says’ eans
leader of the new party, Hisamettin Cindoruk, should be democratic within themselves. What -2l that God says™ Is Hodja is why
founder and the one-time leader of the DYP. ‘we are doing now is right and the other parties RP is antidemocratic as well as DYP. The execu-
' will imitate us. We would form such a good party tive board members are selected by Mr. and Mrs.
TOM In Turkey’s panorama, the politics are that we would be able to show that grge can be Giller. are forming the cabinet, but they lack
getting dark. Do you think you wnfo be able to directed by democracy in Turkey. The chairman capacity. Why, who and where someonc is nomi-
‘or the general council members can change, but Dated as parliament member is not detgrmined.

some things with your ? - ;atn 15 Dot S
Ch:)lgﬁlﬂ.ll-Not only somz thinl%:,rgm we believe the organ that will decide would be the mem-  This has no criteria and Turkey is in this position.

we will change many things. Here, all our mem- -bers. We are building a party that will be dom- L .
bers had a pagrty, bug thcygsaw they could not get inated by the members. aﬁis is like that all ~ TDM-If the situation is as bad as this, why did
any result with their parties. Democracy within over the world. The membership is sacred. you wait till now?

‘We waited for the development of the

35




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-De‘ntrd de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

event. Politics can be considered as a process of - ' .

time. If we tried to do this one year ago, nothing Can Turkey tolerate this? o

would be as clear as today when RP mayors can . UK-Itcanniot, as you see. .This is the most
 take decisions by themselves and these decisions important part of the movement of the people; they

can influence Turkey. We witnessed so many Show a reaction. Those %’%i" c&m hcthl:tt e y area
 times this kind of events and they have accumulai- part of this movement. This shows spotism

ed. This accumulations gave way to the foundation 15 rejected. |
of our party. Can we say there is a government?

i UK-Yes, there is but it won't live long. It
von::ogxll?ia Sﬁl:lan!rluk event havg an effect on will complete it life and go.

" CINDORUK- I think that Susurluk event is an indi-

- cator, a result. But we have to question the state

faults that gave way to this event. Can the state

create a another state within itself? Can other secu-

tity forces than the state securities? In which part

of the world can you see that? What we have said

What can you sYaE for the future.
CINDORUK: Today DYP has lost its function. In
our party, we J)ropose short term targets as well as
long term and permanent ones. The pace of this
arty is very simple when corx;ﬁared to those.

. o ere are simple barriers, they make one step and
proved its truth in time. ce o getlost D%ulties start from this time on. How
TON- Till now none of our %Esme mnmste&s WaS e will be able to get through the state crisis, how
called as “So and So And His Gang”. Tansu .o, we renair Turkey, how can we change the

&mﬂ‘ was the first one. How .do',you evaluate ..o, state system of Turkey, how can we amelio-

e m’f":l?txi)ogzs :g;l;eo lit ;‘;ny teaders nor T2€ it 'gluuiﬁs wlfm e have in our pro ]We

NDORUK- 0 L ’ ropose ese for discussion and we don’t claim

rime ntllilnis(lﬁ:,twh:"é :;‘g;:;e,gﬁ:s%ﬁ sm glatp:ll we say is true. We just call people to dis-

: ey \l - A1 S Cuss.
Ciller has a gang. o -

TDN- What would be the attitude of Tansu
Ciller if she loses her chair?

CIKDORUK: If she loses her chair, she will perhaps
sit on a stool. I am not interested in Tansu Ciller at
all. What interests me is the future of Turkey.
Giller is only a detail. I told she can come if she get
cleaned. She can come if she gives all she possess
to Mehmetcik Foundation. We don’t say anything
about her, but can a prime minister have posses-
sions abroad? Ciller cannot survive in Turkey’s
political life unless she gives account about how
and when she transferred this money abroad.

. TDN- Will the government be able to solve
Suspriuk event and its results?

. CINDORUK-The police part can be solved. But
beyond the police, the important thing is how such
an organization, such a band, such an event could
take place in front of the police. The government
cannot solve this, it cannot. " If its reasons are not
abolished, new Susurluk events will take place.
And nobody will be aware of this. Both of them

' are dangerous. The media can-be
hiridered to reach the truth. What
we are asking for a radical resolu-

tion of the events.

Turklgb Dady News MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 1997

The slow march

f peace in northern Iraq

- PUK satisfied with the peace
implementation process

PUK representative accuses Baghdad
of attempting to ‘arabize’ northern
Iraq through the migration of Arabs
into the Kurdish-dominated north

By Saadet Orug
Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Although the &rocess of imple-
menting peace is %)ing slow, the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK) are pleased with what
rrogress has been made, according to a high-
evel PUK representative. :

With Talabani due to arrive in Ankara this
week, most probably on Tuesday, for more peace
talks, Tofiq told the TDN that if Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) leader Massoud Barzani
also came to Ankara, Talabani would certainly
meet him. .

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert
Pelletreau has invited Talabani, Barzani,
Turkmen representatives as well Turkish and
British officials to Ankara for a continuation of
talks which started last year aimed at bringing

- the warring northern Iraqi parties to peace.

. Talabant himself will not attend the talks, but
will ‘meet separately with British, U.S. and
Turkish officials. -

Barzani has not yet confirmed if he will come
to Ankara.

Asked whether the PUK was satisfied with the
Ankara process Tofiq said although the process
of implementation was going very slowly, they
were satisfied with the Oct. 30 agreement (to
implement a cease-fire).

ofiq said although he did not know the exact
agenda of the talks, he expected the topics of
confidence building measures, cease-fire moni-
toring groups, and the clarification of areas of
control, would all cro ug.

Even though the lgD was not satisfied with
the current plans for demarcation, Tofiq said he
expected the issue to be clarified after detailed

-discussions. :

At the talks, the PUK delegation will consist
of Adnan Mufti, Shazad Saib and will be headed
by Tofig. The KDP representatives will include
Safeen Dizayee and Sami Abdurrahman. -

No negotiations with Baghdad

Questioned whether the PUK had spoken to
the Baghdad administration, Tofiq said the only
way his party would speak to the Iragi govern-
ment was under the framework of U.N. Secunty

Council Resolution 688. .

Tofiq accused the Hussein regime of attempt-
ing to “arabize” northern Iraq through the migra-
tion of Arabs into the Kurdish-dominated north,
in particular the provinces of Makhmour, Akra
and Shean. :

According to Tofiq, Baghdad wants the KDP
to end all contact with the West and that this
could be seen in the way it had demanded that
the port of Ibrahin Halil be handed over to the
government. ,

Baghdad doesn’t regard Barzani as the head of
;I(\B gurds. Tofiq claimed. Only as the head of the

Stressing that there had been no talks between
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
and the PUK, Tofiq-accused the KDP of having
closer relations with the separatist organization.
Tofiq referred to a statement by PKK leader
Abdullah “Apo” Ocalan, that aﬁpeared in the el
Mujalla newsKaper, in which he said he could
understand why Barzani had sought help from
the Iraqi administration. -

Last August, KDP forces joined with Baghdad

. troops to sweep through northemn Iraq.

e PUK suffered heavy losses and the Iragi
government's gains led to the United States
pulling many of its Kurdish “workers” out of the
country. its '

- Last week in Washington, Pelletreau met with
representatives from both the PUK and KDP.

Tofiq said that during the talks the KDP were
chastised for their cooperation with the Baghdad

. Tegime.
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memoration of the journalist's death.

Sy

Metin Goktepe's mother, Fadime, holds a picture of her son, killed a yeai ago, in com-

Democratic groups

remember Metin Goktepe

By C. Ash Kihgkiran - -
Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- Certain organizations
have organized remembrances for Metin
Goktepe, a journalist who died in police
custody last year. Goktepe’s brother ysa
expressed his satisfaction Monday at the
Burhan Felek Conference Salon with the
range of commemorations planned for the
anniversary of his brother’s death.
“People are sensitive and enthusiastic in
the activitigs,” he said, but noted sadly that

the ceremonies were not televised.

- “People [at the conference hall where he
spoke] were very sensitive, and we are
pleased that the activities went without
any incidents.”.

Goktepe’s killers have not yet been
brought to trial, and statements from sus-
pects within the police department have
not been taken as the case has been moved
from Istanbul, first to Ayd:n then Konya.

Taken into custody at the January 8
funeral of Orhan Ozen and Riza Boybaf,

. inmates killed during the Uskiidar prison

uprising, Goktepe was seen by witnesses
at the Eyiip sg:ans hall with other demon-
strators, and beaten by police. After los-
ini consciousness he was taken away by
police, and his body was later found in a
tea garden near the Eyiip Sports Hall.

Eyiip Prosecutor Erol Canézkan said
Goktepe died in the tea garden he went to
after being released, but later Istanbul
Chief of Security at the time, Orhan
Tasanlar. admitted that Goktepe had died
under supervision. The Interior Ministry
confirmed that Goktepe was beaten to
death by police.

Goktepe's mother has been quoted as
saying, in regards to the Susurluk car acci-
dent, “the police get their money and do
not find the killers.

They eliminate the dead bodies. I do not
understand how they did not do the same
to my son’s dead body. )

They threw it away.” She said follow-
ing publicity surrounding the killing that
police “passed in front our door very
often; and we got many silent calls by tele-
phone.”

Remembrances for Goktepe All
events are at the Contemporary
Journalists’ Association;
January 14: Lecture by Unsal Oskay at
7.30 pm.
] 3Jsmuary 16: Lecture by Fikret [Ikiz at
30 pm.
Ja%uary 17: Lecture b; DSP
Parliamentarian Hakan Tartan at 7.30 Pm.
January 18: Slide show by Ali Oz at 1.00

pm.

January 20: Slide show by Yiicel
Tunca at 7.30 pm. January 21: Lecture by
Ahmet Altan at 7.30 pm.

316muary 23: Lecture by Can Diindar at
7.30 pm.

Jaguary 24: Meeting in front of
Cumbhuriyet newspaper headquarters at
-11.00 am., followed by a march to the
Istanbul Governor's office at 11.30.

 Turkish Dy et soncwumiassn

ind .- formi: The statues, which
ighth ¢ World Culture Heritage list, are one
ing % of Turkey’s. great tourist aftractions -
have been in existence for more

and

becaise they ‘depict the humans
are on the
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Parliament and prosecutors chase ‘the gang’
while Prime Ministry says there is no ‘gang’

Justice Minister Kazan: ‘State Security
Court investigating the gang aspect’

Commission Chairman Elkatmg:
‘Parliament and not government has
given us the task of probing this issue’

Commission spokesman incetahtacs:
‘We are trying to expose the
state-mafia relationship’

Commission member Topeu:
‘Commission would continue with the
probe even if the trials began’

Commission member Saglar:
1 hope that we will attain results’

By Kemal Bala

TDN Parliament Bureau

ANKARA- The parliamentary commission formed with the
aim of exposing the state-mafia relationships in the wake of the
Susurluk incident, heard on Monday from witnesses of certain
mafia-related murders.

Meanwhile, commission Chairman Mehmet Elkatmug of the
Welfare Party (RP) said the commission would continue to func-
tion after the Prime Ministry Board of Inspectors’ Susurluk
report is handed over to the judicial authorities. He rejected the
argument that the commission should suspend its activities once
the trials started. “The task has been assigned to us by the leg-
islative body,” Elkatmig said. “The legislative body and the
executive body are separate from one another.”

Commission spokesman Bedri Incetahtact said they were try-
ing to expose state-mafia relations not only in the context of
Susurluk but also by delving further into the past. .-

By now the Prime Ministry Board of Inspectors has eted
its report on Susurluk and presented it to Justice Minister Jevket
Kazan who in turn relayed it to the judiciary. The report urges
the judiciary to put on trial 35 people accused of a variety of
“individual” crimes — as op:

to organized crime. At that
point Kazan drew strong reactions from the opposition by saying

Justice Minister Sevket Kazan

that now that Susurluk was in the hands of the judiciary, no pub-
lic comments should be made on the subject anymore.

During a TV program on Sunday night, Kazan, a member of
the RP 'wmé,qf the coalition government, said his words had
been misunderstood. He stressed that what he had meant was
that there should be no discussions on the decisions the judiciary
might to take on the issues before it. He said he had to make his
initial statement on the board report in haste, and was not able to
properly explain the gang issue. He said he had merely said that
the existence of no such thing as “Tansu Ciller's private crime
organization” could be discemed, but that the “other gang ailega-
?:ons" were being investigated by the Istanbul State Securty

ourt.

Kazan’s correction dispelied to some extent the doubts that the
“state ﬁ?ng" allegations triggered by a mysterious traffic acci-
dent which took place in Susurluk on Nov. 3, would not be prop-
erly investigated and a cover-up would be mounted.

usurluk commission Chairman Elkatmig was one of the
ple who had reacted to Kazan's initial statement, along with
another member of the commission, Yasar Topeu of the i-
tion Motherland Party (ANAP). Topgu said in the light of
the new developments, the research and investigation drive
should continue. Topgu said the commission would not be bound
by Article 138 of the Constitution which says that issues before
the courts may not be debated in Parliament. He stressed the
need to expose “relations going D .
Commission spokesman Incetahtaci of the RP said he was
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i

.(MIT) informer who is said to have been

‘opposed to any effort aimed at taking Susurluk off the country’s
i:gg:da. “This issue will be pursuetf’ i

" he said. “It is out of the
question for an issue of such significance to be covered up.” He
asked the news media not to shake the confidence witnesses had
in the commission by publishing what they claimed were
“excerpts of the minutes of the Susurluk commission sessions.”
He re %red to the testimony of Hande Binici, the daughter of
Tank Umit, the alleged National Intelligence Organization
ucted and killed. He
said that Binici had not named any specific person as the mur-
derer of her father. He stressed. that Binici is now in a difficult
position because newspapers reported that she had “revealed”
that name. C '

Incetahtac said there weie “certain people within the state,
people doing things in the name of the state”, but that he did not
want to describe them as a “gang.” “It is not important what we
call such a formation. The important thing is to reveal that for-
mation. The public must trust us. That trust will be the main fac-
tor enabling our success. With our work we want to lift the shad-
ows cast over the Parliament.” '

- Republican People’s P:

Fikri SaBlar a member of the commisston from the opposition,
epub (CHP) said he did not share the pes-
simistic assessments’ bandied about that the commission’s work
would be inconclusive. “I am hopeful,” he said. °T am still con-
vinced thav the commission-witl bring thé events'to Tight, howev-
er limited this may be: We are gettinisigiﬁﬁcaﬁl information.”

Meanwhile, Justice Minister $evket Kazan said they would
soon present to Parliament two bills, one creating a “judicial
police” force which would be directly answerable to - prosecu-
tors. The other would be a “Repentance Bill” which would help
uncover the gangs within the state.

On Monday the Susurluk commission heard the testimony of
Ahmet Altinbas, a non-commissioned gendarmerie soldier who
had, follgwing the assassination in Istanbul in July 1996 of casi-
no king Omer Liitfi Topal, found the getaway car. Another per-
son heard by the commission was Sena Er, whose father had
been abducted and killed by the mafia. Later this week the com-
mission will hear two True Path Party (DYP) deputies implicated
in the Susurluk incident in the coatext of litical wing of
the gang”; namely, Mehmet Afar, former interior minister, and
Sedat Bucak. the sole survivor of the Susurluk crash.. . -

'Human Rights Commission
chairman criticizes IHD

--. < TDN Parliamens Bureau

ANKARA- Demir Berberoglu, chair-
man of the Parltamentary Human Rights
Commission, criticized the Human Rights
Association (IHD) sayiniit;distributes
and publishes anti-Turkis propffanda.
Berberoglu, a DYP deputy, on Monday

received a Swedish delegation, headed by

Left Party deputy Bengt Hurtig, consist-
ing of six parliamentanans and two NGO
representatives. When a Swedish parlia-
mentarian asked,whéther the commission
has any links with Turkish NGOs,
Berberoglu implied that the IHD was
anti-Turkish.

“Our door is open to everyone,” he
said. “We pay attention to whoever comes
to us. I have been the commission chair-
man for a year. The organization who
invited you to Turkey has not come here
yet. Those who do not want to cdry out
proﬁaganda against Turkey come here.”

e Swedish delegation was invited to
Turkey by the IHD. Noting that they
received correspondence from bar associ-
ations and amions;. Berberoghs said

they had meetings with representatives-

from all NGOs during the commission’s
observations in several provinces.
Berberoglu gave the delegation the
commission report on the incidents in
Diyarbakir prison, which resulted in the
death of 10 inmates, and added that the
police officers Who were involved were
currently on trial. .
Pointing out that it was impossible for
the commission to prevent human rights
violations on its own, Berberoglu stressed
that Turkey’s greatest problem was ter-
rorism. “I believe that the more success-
fully Turkey eradicates terrorism and the
more understanding the world shows her,
the more human rights violations the

commission will be-able to prevent,”
Berberoflu said. - o
Berberoglu asked the Swedish delega-
tion to inform the commission of human
rights violations that are reported to them,

-saying that the commission would carry

out investigations. He added that the

commission was always willing to coop-

erate on this issue. : ‘ .
When a Swedish parliamentarian asked

- whether the Turkish government prepared

any black lists aiming to prevent the

‘entrance of certain Western parliamentar-

ians to Turkey, Berberoflu denied any
knowledge of such a list, and asked them
to inform the commission if they know of
a parliamentarian who wanted to enter
Turkey but was prevented from doing so.
The Swedish parliamentarian said that
Danish parliamentarian Soren Sedergaard
had been subjected to such treatment,
upon which Berberoglu said the commis-

. sion would investigate the incident and

inform the Swedish delegation in writing,
_ Later in the day, Berberoglu was visit-
ed by Hans Joachim Vergau, German
ambassador to Ankara. Noting that the

- Human Rights Commission carries

utmost importance, Vergau said: “I would
not have undertaken this visit if I thought
that your efforts would come to nothing.”

Vergau stressed that Germany was
never of the opinion that Turkish law was
insufficient in respect to human rights,
adding that the problem arose in the
implementation of them by the police and
interpretations by the courts.

The ambassador also expressed his
belief in the commission achieving suc-
cess in preventing human rights viola-
tions. Referring to planned amendments
to laws, Vergau said it was an indication
of the Turkish nation’s will power on the

-issue.

i Jany gL
NKARA-:Turkey has the third
ghest number of individual appeals-

. to- the Europedn- Human. Rights.
- Commission, according to a list pub-. "

" lished in the Commission’s 1996 annu
._al report, the Anatolia news agenc

en compared

... number of appeals

ights caes doublin 196

ommi monitoring
'37 cases for Turkey, There aré 11"
‘cases on trial at the moment, and-:
-Turkey has been found guilty in 5.

.. 1995, Turkey is the ‘country whose "

s increased the most: .

" The current number of appeals, at 562, .
more than doubled from the previous
number. The European Human Rights

ot is currently monitorin

* According to the 1996 report, Italy * -
ed the field with.72¢.individual: °
ppeals, followed gy France with 600 -
ppeals. If the European Human
Rights Commission and the European
Court of Human Rights find a country ..-
guilty of human rights’ violations, that -
country must pay compensation to the -
individual applicant.” .
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PKK plans
conference in Moscow

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- The outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party

(PKK) is planning further activity in Russia, followin

that

country’s plans to sell antiaircraft missiles to Greek
@_H:s, the Anatolia news agency reported on Monday.
KK plans to hold a conference in Moscow on Jan.
16 to discuss certain issues, with the support of the com-
mittee for geopolitical affairs of the Duma (the lower house

of the Russian

iament).

At the meeting the PKK is expected to express its sup-

port for Greek Cyprus.

A number of similar conferences have been mmzed by

the PKK in the past, including a meeting of K
mentarians in exile under the

h parlia-
protection of the Duma.parh

The Turkish government has complained to the Russian
authorities over the holding of the conference, but Moscow
replied that it was not within the administration’s power to
control the Duma’s actions.

"o Le Monde mardi,.ﬁi%43;nvier 1997
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Ankara brandit la menace militaire

en cas d'installation de missiles a Chypre

Un émissaire américain tente de désamorcer la crise dans la région

A son arrivée & Chypre, dimanche 12 janvier, V'émis- siles sol-air & la Russie. Il a toutefois rejeté les menaces
saire américain Carey Cavanaugh a critiqué la décision  brandies par Ankara, estimant u'il 'y avait « aucune

des autorités chypriotes grecques

ISTANBUL
de notre correspondante

Fermement opposée 2 l'installa-
tion de missiles sol-air russes dans
la partie grecque de Chypre, la
Turquie a durci le ton, affirmant
quelle n’hésiterait pas 3 attaquer
ces installations antiaériennes si
nécessaire. « Il n’est pas question
que ces armes offensives sojent
déployées. Si elles le sont, nous fe-
rons le nécessaire. S'il faut les at-
taquer, nous les attaquerons», a
déclaré, samedi 11janvier, le mi-
nistre des affaires étrangéres, Tan-
su Ciller. « Nous ne pouvons pas
nous contenter de regarder la Gréce
assiéger la Turquie par le sud », a-t-
elle ajouté, visant ainsi les diri-
geants d’Athénes plutdt que ceux
de Nicosie.

De son cOté, Rauf Denktash, le
président de la « République
turque de Chypre du nord » (auto-

d'acheter des mis- justification pour une action militaire a Chypre ».

proclamée en 1983 et reconnue,
seulement par la Turquie), a me-/
nacé, si les missiles étaient instal-
16s, d’ouvrir la ville de Varosha a la
population chypriote turque. Les
_Chypriotes turcs ne se sont jamais
‘emparés de Varosha, ancienne
station balnéaire proche de la
ligne de démarcation, devenue
une ville fantdme déserte, placée
sous contrdle de 'ONU.

Lundi, le chef de I'état-major
des forces armées turques, le gé-
néral Ismail Hakki Karadayi, de-
vait se rendre A Chypre 2 I'invita-
tion de M. Denktash. La Turquie
espere, notamment par ce geste
de soutien a la population turque
de Chypre, convaincre du sérieux
de ses avertissements et de la né-
cessité d’une intervention de la
communauté internationale pour
empécher l'installation des mis-
siles. Cependant, les menaces
d’Ankara lui ont surtout attiré des

‘critiques, notamment de la part

des Américains, qui ont qualifié
d’ « irresponsables » les déclara-
tions des dirigeants turcs.

L’AUTOMNE PROCHAIN

De telles critiques ont peu de
prise sur les autorités turques. De-
puis son intervention militaire a
Chypre en 1974, 1a Turquie est ré-

‘gulierement condamnée sur la

scéne internationale pour la pré-
sence sur I'fle de trente mille de.
ses soldats. Dans le pays, 1a poli-
tique a I'égard de Chypre ren-
contre cependant peu d’opposi-
tion. Aux yeux de la plupart des
Turcs, cette force armée est la
seule garantie de sécurité pour la

‘population turque qui vit dans la

partie nord de I'fle. Celle-ci a, pour
Ankara, une importance straté-
gique indéniable puisqu’elle est si-
tuée 2 60 kilometres seulement au
sud de la cOte turque. Les Turcs se

plaisent A rappeler que leur inter-
vention armée en 1974 n’est pas la
cause du probiéme de Chypre,
mais a été la conséquence d’un
conflit de plus d’'une décennie
entre les deux communautés, qui
a fait selon eux deux mille morts
entre 1963 et 1974 parmi les Chy-
priotes turcs.

Le langage guerrier des autori-
tés turques ne signifie pas qu'un
conflit soit inévitable, méme si
aussi bien M™ Ciller que M. Erba-
kan sont connus pour leur intran-
sigeance sur la. question de
Chypre. Cette polémique avec les
Grecs a, d’autre part, le mérite de
détourner Pattention de la popu-
lation de Turquie des questions in-

ternes, comme le scandale de cor--

fuption au sein de I’appareil
étatique, qui occupe les man-

chettes des journaux depuis début’

novembre.
Le secrétaire général des Na-
tions unies, Kofi Annan, a deman-

'dé 2 la Turquie et 2 la Gréce de
faire preuve de retenue. L'envoyé’

spécial américain Carey Cava-
naugh a fait de méme a son arri-
vée 2 Chypre, dimanche soir. La
communauté internationale dis-
pose encore d’un certain temps.
pour désamorcer la crise, puisque

‘les missiles russes ne doivent pas

atre installés A Chypre avant I'au-
tomne prochain, voire au prin-
temps 1998.

Nicole Pope
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Turkish Al'my ranked Tirkish Dy s s wssinsom

among world’s 10 largest

Numbers: With 16 subarines, Turkey has the world’s ninth-largest

navy and the army’s 4,280 tanks put it in fifih place in that category -

. Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The 780,000-strong Turkish

army is one of the ten largest armies in the
world, according to research carried out by
the World Strategic Information Institute,
With 16 submarines, Turkey also has the
world’s ninth largest navy, while the
army’s 4,280 tanks put it in fifth place in
that category. The Turkish Air Force is one
of the most sophisticated forces in the

world, according to the rceﬁlon, which says
that the United States, China and Russia
possess the three top armies in the world.

- In recent years, Turkey.has started to
give priority to army modernization pro-
grams and new weapons Systems to catch

up to the 21st century technology. During
apbrieﬁn last year, the Genf:mlg §taff sai§

‘that $150 billion would be needed to fund
‘the arms and operations of the Turkish

Armed Forces in che next 25 years. Durin 5
that geriod,- the ground forces will neec
$60 billion, the navy $25 billion, and the
air force will need $65 billion in arms and
equipment. i
Turkish army officials say that the main
oal of the project is to meet the country’s
sefense needs 1n the most efficient manner
without putting the nation’s interests and
security at risk, and to establish a dynamic
structure for the army as a whole while
streamlining the headquarters and base
unit organizations. o
Officials from the General Staff said
that 1,523 projects are planned at a cost of
$67 billion until the year 2004. They added
that one-third of their budget is allocated
to modernization programs.

Le Monde - mardi, 14 janvier 1997 ¢ Le Monde

Le gouvernement ne parvient pas
a enrayer l'inflation en Turquie

ISTANBUL
_ de notre correspoudante
.. Un nouveau billet de banque a
fait soni_apparition‘sir l¢ marché
turc la semaine demidre ;'il est de
.5'millions de livres. En 1981, la va-

leur de la plus .grosse coupure

n’était que de 1000 livres. Cette
fois-ci, comme si elles avaient
honte de Yinflation forcenée qui a
imposé Pémission de ce nouveau
billet, les autorités ont choisi une
-encre plus claire pour imprimer les
trois derniers zéros, dans Pespoir,
_peut-étre, de les faire oublier.

Bien que tous multimillionnaires
‘—en monnaie locale -, les salariés
turcs sont ¢onfrontés A une dure
réalité, celle dune inflation qui re-
fuse obstinément, depuis des an-
nées, de quitter la zone des 80 % et
d’'une monnaie qui se dévalue en
permanence.

De ces chiffres, on pourrait tirer
la conclusion que la Turquie est
dans une situation désespérée. Les
analystes affirment cependant que,
malgré des problémes structurels
chroniques, I'économie turque est
relativement stable, méme si
Pagence de classement Standard
and Poor a récemment abaissé sa
note, qui est passée de «B+» 2
« B », « La Turquie est un cas
unique. C'est un des seuls pays qui a

_survécu avec de tels taux d’inflation
pendant des années sans succomber,
a Phyperinflation », explique un di-
plomate. «Il'y a dans I'économie,
turque des éléments non quantid
fiables qui échappent a Panalyse. » -

REFORMES STRUCTURELLES
 En 1996, I'économie a enregistré
un taux de croissance enviable de
7 %. Si le ralentissement en fin
d’année a soulagé les experts, qui
craignaient une « surchauffe » dan-
gereuse menant 2 un renchérisse-
ment effréné, ils ont été forcés de
constater que l'inflation, bien qu’a
la hausse, ne s’est pas emballée
comme on l'avait craint. « Plus en-
core que le taux d’inflation, ce sont
les fluctuations de l'inflation qui im-
portent », explique Atilla Yesilada,
-directeur de la recherche a Global
Securities. « En définitive, les sec-
steurs industriels et bancaires pro-
fitent probablement de l'inflation. »
Avec l’entrée en vigueur de
T'union douaniére avec YEurope, les
.importations ont pris leur envol en
11996, mais I'explosion des exporta-
itions que les Turcs attendaient n’a.
pas eu lieu. Ce déséquilibre de la
balance commerciale contribue a
un déficit important des comptes
courants. Mais, 12 encore, les statis-

.tiques ne révglent qu'une partie du,

‘tableau. L'« économie grise » joue
‘un réle important et compense en
‘partie ces écarts. B

Les importantes réserves en de-
Vvises .agcumulées. par.la, banque
centrale - prés de 17 milliards de
dollars (environ 89 milliards de
francs) -instaurent une certaine
confiance sur les marchés, et la plu-
part des économistes estiment que
la crise - comme celle de 1994,
lorsque la monnaie avait perdu
50 % de sa valeur en I'espace de
trois mois - n’est pas pour demain.
Les Tuics ont appris  s’accommo-
der, avec un ressort remarquable,
des difficultés politiques et écono-
miques, qui vont, d’ailleurs,
souvent de pair. Mais la véritable
stabilité économique ne pourra
étre atteinte que grice a des ré-
formes structurelles.

PROMESSES ET REALITE
~ Le premier ministre islamiste,
Necmettin Erbakan, était arrivé au

.pouvoir avec des idées en écono-

‘mie que de nombreux analystes ju-
geaient’ peu réalistes. Durant sa
campagne électorale, il avait an-
noncé lintroduction d’'un dinar is-
lamique et condamné les pro-
grammes d’austérité imposés par le
Fonds monétaire international

(EMI). Personne ne semble vérita-

mardi, 14 janvier 1997

blement croire au budget équilibré
que son gouvernement a présenté
A PAssemblée nationale, ni d’ail-
leurs 2 ses trois « paquets » de mo-
bilisation des ressources. Mais
M. Erbakan a d@ apprendre a adap-
ter ses idées aux réalités du marché

global.

Les deux formations politiques
au sein de la coalition sont désor-
mais liées par une ferme intention
de privatiser, et ont déja fait quel-
ques pas dans cette direction.
D’autre part, des membres du parti
de M. Erbakan, El Refah, se ren-
dront aux Etats-Unis pour des dis-
cussions avec le FML. -

La capacité de M. Erbakan, qui,
pour linstant, semble fermement,
installé au pouvoir, 2 concilier ses’
tendances populistes — promesses
d'investissements dans divers sec--
teurs et d’augmentations de sa-
laire - et la nécessité de: redresser

‘les finances publiques déterminera

en grande partie la stabilité de

Péconomie dans les mois a venir.:

En bon politicien, M. Erbakan est

.conscient que la clé du pouvoir ap-

partiendra a long terme au diri-
geant capable d’apporter 2 la po-
pulation l’amélioration des

‘conditions de vie qu’elle attend.

NP

x
2.
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NEW TRY« Rebrésemauves of rival Iraqi Kurdish factions and Turkmens gather around t

sored by Turkey, United States and Britain.

P

he table in Ankara for a new round of peace talks spon-

-

TDN Ali Fuat Ulay

Fractious start to northern Iraqi peace talks

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The third round of norther Iraq
peace talks got off to a testy start on Tuesday
with one of the representatives of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) lashing out
at rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
before U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Robert
Pelletreau stepped 1n.

Speaking to reporters before the meeting,
KDP delegation chief Sami Abdurrahman
accused the PUK of deporting 50,000 KDP
symlgathizers from the Sulaimaniya area, a
PUK stronghold. He then turned to Turkish
Foreign Ministry officials and asked whether
Turkey would like to see these people take
refuge in Turkey.

It was then that U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Robert Pelletreau stepped in and broke
off the press briefing. Until then, delegation
chiefs had mainly expressed optimism that a
full settlement could be reached.

Pelletreau, co-chair of the talks along with
undersecretary of the Turkish Foreign

Ministry Onur Oymen, said he expected posi-
tive steps and greater cooperation would

achieved during the talks. Pelletreau said his
role, as co-chair of the talks was “to review the
positive steps that have been taken to strength-
en the cease-fire and the confidence building
measures. .

Oynur Oymen also expressed his pleasure
with the progress of the peace talks but
expressed once again Turkey’s demand that the
territorial mtcirity of Iraq was essential for any
deg to be established.

ymen further said he was pleased the par-
ties in the region had confirmed their determi-
nation to prevent the presence of terrorist
iroups in the region. He said the closure of the

Atrush refugee camp, which he said had turned
into a terrorist haven, was being followed
closely by Ankara, :

_ The heads of the Turkmen and PUK delega-
tions, Sinan %clebn and Mohammed Toliq
respectively, both told reporters before the
meeting that they wished the peace process
would soon produce positive results. While the
head of the British delegation, Frank Baker,
expressed the pleasure of his government for

the progress achieved so far. '
During the meeting itself it was expected

that the PUK would present documents listing
alleged atrocities carried out by the KDP in
KDP areas.

PUK leader Jalal Talabani was due to arrive
in Ankara on Tuesday, but when a reporter
asked Adnan Mufti, a PUK delegate to the
talks, when exactly he was due to arrive, Mufti
was vague and said it was still a possibility
Talabani would arrive. Talabani was not
expected to take part in the peace talks but to
meet separately with U.S., British and Turkish
officials.

The Turkish delegation was represented by
Ali Tuygan, deputy undersecretary of the for-
eign munistry.

e need for the talks came after when in
late August last year, KDP forces, backed by
Iraqi troops, captured vast swathes of northem
Iraq, including the important regional city of
Erbil. The United States was then forced to
evacuate militaliy and nongovernmental organi-
zation personnel.

& crimes go on trial in Germany

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The testimony of three
members of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), who organized
and participated in separafist activities in
Germany, beégan on Tuesday at the
Dusseldorf State High Court, the
Anatolia news agency reported.

The court stated that the accused,
Ahmet Yavuz, Haydar Ergiil and Nihat
Asut, would be tried on charges of arson,
taking hostages, assault, manslaughter,

and will be tried for membership of a
separatist group as well.

The three men were captured by
German authorities in 1995.

It is alleged that the three organized
attacks on 80 Turkish organizations,
mostly banks and travel agencies, on
June 24, 1993.

They are also accused of having orga-
nized on Nov. 4, 1993, 200 PKK mem-
bers who attacked 59 Turkish organiza-
tions including consulate buildings.
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ter. Even as some 4 million

an American peace initiative

TurkiSh Dﬂﬂy Neu)s WEDNBSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1997

Students of Hantepe, a Village of

Diyarbakur, whose teachers have

been kidnapped and killed by the separatist Kurdish Workers'

Party (PKK) guerillas, work in the fields instead of the school rows

By Hakan Aslaneli
Turkish Daily News .

ISTANBUL- ‘A PKK attack in the vil-
lage of Hantepe in Diyarbakir around four
months ago caused a wave of revulsion in
Turkéy. Yet another of the Kurdish
Workers’ Party (PKK) terrorist attack on
civilians, this time seven schoolteachers
were taken shortly after the opening of the
school 40 kilometers from Diyarbakir.
'Village residents leamned the terrible truth
with the first lights of the day. At mid-
night the seven had been taken. Four were

unned down in the mountainous fields.

e other three were released.

The incident ignited more than the usual
hatred among the Turkish Rublic against
the PKK attacks, and the school had to be
shut down. The three teachers that sur-
vived left the village without even takin
their belongings, and the village’s 35
children were left without teachers.

The National Education Mimistry has
not yet appointed any teacher, despite the
four months that have passed, for the sim-
ple reason that no teacher would want to

o to this village. The Hantepe Primary
chool is still waiting for teachers to open
its doors and windows. .

“Now pupils won’t go either
. Students between the ages of seven and
fifteen reportedly told Education Ministry

authorities that they have lost the desire to
go to school after their teachers, whom
they were fond of, were murdered.

e schoolchildren of Hantepe, some of
whom witnessed the horrifying massacre,
now work in the fields to help their fami-
lies. :

Children spending their time collecting
wood for the winter told the TDN that
they “loved their teachers very much”, and
that it would be difficult to get used to

new teachers, and anyway have lost their
desire to go school,

Saadettin Kalkan, the education vice
overnor for Diyarbakir, told the TDN
at “we did not open the school [after the

murders) four months ago, to give time to
the children to rehabilitate themselves and
for new teachers to forget the incident.

“Hantepe has places for seven teachers, -

and we have appointed four,” he contin-
ued. “But we are waitinﬁ for enough time
to pass.. The Hantepe School will open for
education after the semester holiday with
new teachers.”

Village leader Ibrahim Giimilgpinarli
told the TDN that he ran to tell children
the good news after learning that the
school would be reopened with new teach-
ers. Giimiigpinarh said they had been
waiting for this news for four months, and
remarked “Hantepe village had been
known as a privileged village for teachers

They run to the fields instead of to school

appointed to the south east. It was among
€ top'destinations for assigned teachers
due 'to its location and closeness to the

_center.

- “Its image changed after the PKK vio-
Jence. Our relatives stopped comine 1n
visit us. We are very happy with the dec-
laration from our vice governor, and will
do our best to welcome our new teachers,”
he gromised.

imiigpinarh noted sadly that the chil-
dren were still cool to the idea of going to
a school with new teachers. But they
would soon forget the traumatic experi-
ence, he believes. -

Hantepe not the only one

Many villages lack teachers because of
PKK attacks on teachers in eastern and
southeastern towns.

Thousands of children in villages where
schools have been closed simply work the
farms, and will go wanting for education.
Equally tragic, many talented teachers
simply resign from the profession since
they are not willing to go to the danger-
ous, mountainous villages the government
assigns them to. :

antepe’s situation is but one example
of the misery the people of the southeast
have been t ou%h. aught in the cross
fire between the PKK and security forces,
they say they hope the brutal war will end
soon, so they can live like human beings.

Turk’Sb Dally News weonssoay, JANUARY 15, 1997

US emerges chicf loser from Kurdish fight

Stmble: Inq's intervention to Kurdish
north triggers US missile strikes, but
Washington loses infrastructure of
influence as Kurds on its payrol] flee.
State Department enforces a truce
between warring Kurds while

Baghdad presses advantage

By Rasit Giirdilek
Turkish Daily News

g at an impres-

sive snail’s pace, linged at each other at the end of
summer and, within two months, undid all that
Washington had done over the past five years.

4

members of the L
the Iraqi National Congress (INC).

On Aug. 31, the Kurdistan Democratic.Party  In a desperate bid to scare

(KDP) led by Massoud Barzani stunned an unsus- their alliance, the United States raired 4

pecting West by calling in
Jalal Tal

days, ca)

"s armored divisions to Siles on mili m in southern Trag,
storm the principal city of Exbul held by his arch-rival the Islamist-]

pturing Talabani’s stronghold of Sulaimani

\ governmen

i's Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). strike in the north. The missile strikes failed to-instil
Not allowing the demoralized PUK forces to recover courage in the terrified sgxoﬁm of the INC and the
from the shock, Barzani's imegulars chased them all Kurds working for the CIA or’
the way down to the Iranian border in the following mental organizations. - L
| In the end, Washington was forced to move out its
ANKARA- Inaction is not in the Kurdish charac- and establishing his control over the whole of gK: trapped agents and thousands of Kurds on the
Iragi Kurds battled with Western-protected enclave. ‘Despite official denials, Westem payroll in successive waves by the end of the
aggravating hardships, their leaders, impatient with the Iraqi secret police moved in behind the'advancing  yesr ‘A ‘surprise PUK ¢ounterattack which, after
Keshmergas, amesting and executing defectors who- weeks of bitter fighting, enabled Talabani to recover
ad sought refuﬁe in the Kurdish north as well as'.jost territory created a new «
‘s'-s.w l .-ﬁo-n. bm RN bos EL AR 3 :

“support jn return for a higher profile for

Iraq i the KDP gi 6f

Western_nongoverh-

ortunity for the United
lla, States to' recoup some los(s)cpzoRecrtu};tin' Ankara’s



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

up their

that other ethnic

travel to and from the Kurdish ;
country, and reintroduced central registration bureaus Necmettin Erbakan, and his coalition partner Tansu
and recruitment centers, although it wisely avoided Ciller rushed to the Yumurtalik terminal to open

drafting the Kurds into military service. tap at the other end, predicting that resumed business

the management of the Kurdish enclave and its con-  The Kurds themselves did not look particularl

sent }o h,}nlmledthl &11 as%a]mes — with transit cf::sc SPﬁﬂrl'e %el;ut: throw theilra;liic:ﬁlemquestionably wi ;

offs for Turkey — on arranged a cease- ashington, particu r its infrastructure o
O e g Kurdich leaders i Ankara and influence in sopthern g

e

to infiltrate Turkey.

Jied

mzlockade of the north, allowed free
area to the rest of the

the sides to resume discussing a power-  KDP leader Massoud Barzani was
and evene haring arrngement ;

In the talks coc y U.S. State. X
official Robert Pelletreau and Turkish Foreign denied an autonomy deal.
Minish‘yalgokesman Onur Oymen on Oct. 30-31, envoys from B

extracted a pledge from both parties not deal with Iraq behind Washin,
to permit the activities%f e separatist?tl;n Iraq guon

to Baghda

lay in shambles.

’s back.

ion to a deal, allowing Irag to

reform the defunct regional government, make sure billion's worth of oil in six months to pay for the a crude deception,
including the Turkmens get import of
fair representation, elect a new regional parliament Although t
and turn over the border revenues — mainly from Ba hdag’

taxes on h;%-Tutkzy diesel traffic — to the central be

Yumurtalik, as well as the lion’s share from
( hases, Turkey was ecstatic with
to restore its authonty in the north the deal. After Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
-on Dec. 11 to restart the
Prime Minister

d’s food

hed the button in Ki
w of oil after more than six years,

d to have

, g.'n(sice paé;i Irs::]rlctvxslt.s t&gl o mbﬂ‘ for the five-year-old
wil leadem, SPOkBSInen
 leaders also met wi
but they likewise denied any  This did not mean, however, that the coalition war-

ad’s compliance with the terms of the deal
I esel ore it can be renewed, the development was gener-
e diesel tax at the Habur border gate, ally seen heralding Iraq’s eventual retumn to the inter-
olized for years by the KDP, which held the national fold.
area adjoining Turkey, bad been the chief stumbling _ Eyeing transit fees from the twin pipelines linkin,
block in the unsuccessful rounds of similar negotia- Kirkuk to the Turkish Mediterranean terminal o
tions held in Ireland in. 1995.

Despite all this, Baghdad did not

liveliness and wealth.

— in the closing days of 1996.

would shortly make the port surpass Singapore in

Looking content g‘tﬂh the return to thtgeKno d;var-no
peace situation, inwardly approvin, urds’ ‘
prochement with Baghdad and its agention mminrga%

a domestic political scandal, Turkey formally ended
> tion Provide Comfort (OPC)
— protecting the Kurdish enclave from Iragi attack

planes, which had flown more than 56,000 sorties to

2 rdistan  Baghdad, meanwhile, approached another step | a U.S.-declared no-fly zone north of the 36th
Workers' Party rebels on Iragi soil, although they towards ridding itself of pgst-Gulf War shackles g:rm;uel and covering part ){)f mn: Kurdis% enclave,
.when, largely on Turkey’s insistence, Washington were sent home from tge i

) n of the Kurdish enclay
PUK and the KDP also agreed to revive and lifted its ir Incirlik, southern

$2 Turkey. In what was seen by the opposition parties as

end of the year -

made ¢

defensive weapons to be used only when
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Turkey's foreign relations in 1996

Turkish honeymoon with Israel continued in 1996

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA.- The honeymoon relationship
between Turkey and Israel, which started to
develop in 1995, managed to continue
throughout 1996 and even bear fruit, in the
form of a military training accord, several
visits by high ranking officials and com-
mon vows to fight against terrorism. This
was despite the coming to power in Turkey
of the Islamist Welfare Party (RP) and the
right-wing Benjamin Netanyahu in Israel.

The Turco-Israeli milimr¥ accord, signed
in February 1996, allows Israeli pilots to
train in Turkey and vice versa. The accord
was greeted with anéer by Arab countries,
as well as Iran and Greece. The presidents
of Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia met in
Damascus and called upon Turkey to
review the Turco-Israeli accord, but at the
same time said this was not indicative of a
hostile attitude toward Turkey.

Turkish Foreign Ministry officials issued
a statement last spring, saying that reasons
behind the military agreement had been
given several times, and countries which
wanted more information had received it.
“Any further speculation does not concern
us at all,” they said. However, the Arab
League condemned Turkey for entering the

accord, and other countries claimed it was
anew pact in the Middle East. )

The accord also led to much domestic

litical discussion within Turkey. The RP,

efore coming to power, had said they
were strongly against the agreement and if
they came to power they would cancel it.
However, this has not eventuated.

The Democratic Left Party (DSP) leader,
Biilent Ecevit, said Turkey and Israel had
“shared concerns and aims.” Mesut
Yilmaz's Motherland Party (ANAP), and
the True Path Party (DYP), have both,
through a number of statements and poli-
cies, clearly reflected their eagerness to

.develop enhanced relations with Israel.

Alparsfan Tiirkes, leader of the ultraright
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), also
threw his weight behind the increased ties
in March.

High ranking visits, grand promises

In January Israel assured Turkey it
would not allow Syria to use the “terrorism

card” against Ankara. This assurance was

given at the highest levels of the Israeli
administration, by Prime Minister Shimon
Peres himself, to Turkish Foreign Ministry

Undersecretary Onur Oymen during his
visit to Tel Aviv.

Equally important, Israeli officials
denied suggestions which had appeared in
press reports, that Israel was pfanning to
pressure Turkey to supply Syria with more
water from the Euphrates so that it could,
in turn, obtain more water from Syria from
the Golan. .

During this visit, Israel also promised to
continue lobbying western governments for
Turkey’s full membership of the European
Union, just as it had done for the customs
union accord between Ankara and the EU.

President Siileyman Demirel in March
became the first Turkish president to pa
an official visit to the state of Israel.
During his visit, Demirel condemned
recent terrorist bomb attacks by Islamic
militants which had killed dozens of people
in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, but called on
the Israelis to continue with the peace
process, saying that “terrorist attempts to
derail it shoufd not discourage us from
moving forward.”

Demirel, speaking at a dinner hosted by
his Israeli counterpgrt Ezer Weizman, said

Turks were outrla\li&i by the assassination
of former Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin by

the Erbakan government substitut-
m—iem] needed foodstuffs and medicine. €d a so-far-officially-unnamed freconnaissance
e United Nations has to monitor force” for OPC, whose mandate finally expired at the

France, looking eager to.normalize ties with
Baghdad after the oil-for-food deal, said it would not
part in the new force, withdrawing its six J
fighters and a tanker plane that were used in'?)%lg
Britain stayed in the new force, unofficiall
“Northern’ Watch,” with its six Tornado

Although Turkish and U.S, military officials are
ing details, the Turkish Foreign Ministry
e T
moni , S ance’ wi .

the resolutions and stated that planes waﬂd‘mly

called
ghter-
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a Jewish right-wing extremist and said, “He
‘was a victim of blind bigotry.” -

- The president called the Hamas bomb
attacks against Israelis “savage and cow-

ardly,” and said, “We condemn, in the
strongest terms, any form of terrorism and
share the grief of the Israeli people.”

In May a religious extremist attempted to
assassinate Demirel because of the Turco-
Israeli military accord. The would-be
assassin had a history of psychiatric illness
and the attempt was not premeditated.

Israeli President Weizman also visited
Turkey in June to attend the Habitat confer-
ence in Istanbul. According to reports
which first appeared in the Israeli press and
were later picked up by the Turkish press,
Weizman told 2 %‘roup of Jewish journalists
accompanying him on his trip that his
country wanted to prevent the RP from
coming to power, and President Demirel
was ol the same opinion. The Israeli
Embassy in Ankara denied the reports, and
said President Weizman's words to the
Israeli journalists were “merely a refer-
ence” to what had already been published
in the Turkish press.

The Embassy’s statement continued,

“Israel is sure that a solution will soon be
_found to the current political crisis in
Turkey, within the democratic process, and
is ready to cooperate with all political par-
ties.” . .
Commenting on Weizman’s alleged
remark, the RP leader Necmettin Erb
said he believed the words attributed to
Weizman did not reflect the truth. He
recalled that Weizman was a veteran politi-
cian who knew he should not make such
comments. o ,

Hard-liner Benjamin Netanyahu, after
coming to power in Israel, said several
times Turkey was an important country to
Israel, and invited Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan to visit Israel. He has
not yet received a response.

Relations have at times been somewhat
strained by the new Israeli prime minister’s
policies. Turkey, who has tried to follow a
stable policy between the -Arab world and
Israel, condemned Israel’s attack on a
refulgee camp in south Lebanon, and called
on Israel to réview its controversial new
settlement policy aimed at creating new
neighborhoods in the occupied territories.

-+ When Israel opened a tunnel located
close by the al-Agsa mosque, considered to

be the world’s third holiest site by
Muslims, the move was seen by
Palestinians as a blatant and illegal viola-
tion of Islamic territory, causing violence
to erupt in the region and turning the West
Bank and Gaza into virtual war zones.
State Minister Abdullah Giil of the RP said
Israel’s decision was provocative and the
country was playing with fire.

Last year Turkey and Israel also signed
several economic agreements during
President Demirel’s visit to Israel, among
them a customs agreement and other agree-
ments aimed at encouraging investment.
Israeli commercial banks also approved a
credit package to finance a $600 million
deal by Israel Aircraft Industries (IAI) to
upgrade Turkey’s fleet of F-4 Phantom
fighters. '

As far as 1997 is concerned, relations
between Turkey and Israel will depend on
the future of the peace process. Turkey has
maintained a balanced policy on this issue
and is carefully watching the Hebron talks.
If agreement on Hebron 1s reached, Turkish
troops will be sent as part of the peace-
keeping force, which oF course will bring
about greater involvement for Turkey in
the question of Israel and Palestine.

Tm'ki\gb Daily Neu)s THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1997

into account

N.Iraqtalksend
with main issues
still unresolved

. Turkish Daily News .

ANKARA- The third round of northern
Iragi peace talks ended Wednesday in
Ankara but the major issues under discussion
remain unresolved. :

The co-chairmen of the two-day talks, U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau.
and Turkish Foreign Ministry Undersecretary
Onur Oymen, issued a joint statement after
the meeting which brought an immediate
reaction from the head of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) delegation, Sami
Abdurrahman. '
~ The KDP official told reporters that the
statement was from the chairmen, not the

.. KDP. He also pointed out that although his
party had agreed to other articles they opposed the tenth
pamlﬁ]aph which reads as follows:

“All participants reiterated their commitment to take
e legitimate secun'gc interests of Turkey,
as stated in the final statement of Oct. 31, 1996, and they
took note of the decision by the UNHCR to close the
Atrush Camp.” The KDP side claimed that the article
was not relevant to the KDP-PUK dispute but rather was

a matter of Turkish-KDP relations. “We take into
‘account the legitimate security interests of Turkey and

other neighboring countries,” Abdurrahman told

reporters. The KDP side reportedly was unable to contact
P leader Massoud Barzani.

After the talks, representatives of the Patriotic Union

| of Kurdistan (PUK) toid the TDN that they were satisfied
‘with the meeting and were ready to implement all the

commitments made in the statement and at the Oct. 31
meeting. » )

In the final statement, the two sides reiterated their
commitment not to disrupt civilian services and to imple-
ment an earlier agreement to stop attacking each other in
the press. Another important point which was clarified
during the talks concerned the monitoring by the
Turkmen Front of local media. They will also provide
summaries of any continuing attacks. The two sides will
work together to organize the distribution of funds in
northern Irag. In a new development, a coordination
committee will be set u comBrisindg three senior regfhe-
sentatives from the PUK, KDP and the Turkmens. The
committee will meet once a month to promote political
reconciliation and will coordinate with the Supervisory
Peace Monitoring Group.

Subcommittees will work to build confidence and to
coordinate efforts in areas such as education, health,
transportation, and free movement of people and to work
with humanitarian operations.

Although the statement emphasized respect for the ter-
ritorial integrity of Irag, Ambassador Pelletreau, when
asked about the contacts between the central Iragi gov-
ernment and the KDP, as well as the PUK, said that 1 3
still had to implement its commitments to the United
Nations. He also pointed out that Iraq was not taking part
in the meetings.

Talabani due to arrive today o

. PUK leader Jalal Talabani is expected to arrive today,
Oymen told reporters. Pelletreau re]poned that he might
not be able to meet with the PUK leader because of his
tight schedule. Talabani has been in Iran since the week-
end waiting for the message to come to Ankara. On
Tuesday, Oymen and Pelletreau issued a rather critical
statement about the visits of the Kurdish leaders to
Ankara. They underlined that the party leaders were usu-,
ally invited to such meetings but it was not important
whether they came or not. “The real point is to work with
the people who can make decisions gn their own. So we
succeeded today,” said Pelletreau. Oymen said that the

-arrival of the leaders and the success of the meeting were.
two different issues which should not be mixed,




-strongly to the parli
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Yilmaz; ‘Erbakan has covered up the thefts, Now he will cover up the gangs’

‘Neither the jin-exorcising hocas focusing on sex
nor Erbakan nor his RP can represent Islam’

By Ayla Ganioglu

DN Parliament Bureau
ANKARA- Main opposition Motherland
Party (ANAP) leader Mesut Yilmaz reacted
parliamentary investigation com-
mission’s clearing of True Path Party (DYP)
leader and Deputy Prime Minister Tansu Ciller
of accusations regarding the acquisition of her

assets.

Noting that Ciller has been cleared of the
accusations thanks to hg)ttgs cas; m«elfgre
Party (RP) deputics in her favor, said it
h:g{)ecome apparent once again that the RP
and the DYP were accomplices in crime.

Ciller had been similarly “acquitted” of two
other irregularity charges by two parliamentary
committees in recent weeks. Speaking at the
weekly meeting of the ANAP parliamema{;
group, Yilmaz recalled that it had been the

which had put the accusations on Parliament’s
agenda. At that time, the RP-was an opposition

pm"lt‘{en the RP-DYP coalition government was
formed, and in voting at the relevant commus-
sions, RP deputies listened not to their con-
sciences, but to the instructions of their leader.
In the face of the Susurluk scandal as well, the
RP attitude has been one of trying to mount a
cover-up, he stressed. _

Yilmaz said, “Expecting justice from
Erbakan, who has formed this government to
cover up his partner’s dirty dealings, amounts to
expecting the snow to fall on the Karbala Desert
in the month of July.” o _

People have tested Erbakan and his %any in
power and seen through their veneer, Yilmaz
said. In fact Erbakan, a veteran politician of 30
years, is not acting any differently than he had

Parliamentary commission clears Yilmaz

/ : ... S R IR N ? L The DYP ad
e AN s 1 B DR B
Wedn, tion. Motherland “sufficiently and had allowed Engin Civin fo carry on with

esddy cledred main dpposi

ed that Y
nto the.

in the past, always trampling upon all his values
for the sake of getting the post of prime minis-

“ter, Y1lmaz maintained.

“We have seen Erbakan form a government
to cover up the thieveries. The present task of
Erbakan is to mount a cover-up of the gangs
Wy'exposed by the Susurluk incident),” said

ilmaz.

It would be wrong to blame Islam for the
errant behavior of Erbakan and his RP *because
neither the jin-exorcising hodjas who focus on
sex nor Erbakan nor Erbakan’s party can repre-
sent Istam.”

Yilmaz said the Susurluk report of the Prime
Ministry Board of Inspectors was a scandal in
itself. And, by intervening in the proceedings at
the state security court stage, Justice Minister
Sevket Kazan of the RP tried to prevent any
result which would not be in line with his poliu-
cal plans.

imaz said, “Despite all these manipula-

tions, this issue cannot be covered up. It 15 not

ssible for the government to whitewash this
1ssue.”

ime minister at

(ANAP) Jeader Mesut Yilmaz of any, wrongdoing in the " his illegal activities and was therefore a party to the crime
corruption. scandal that has come to be known under article 240 of the Turkish penal code. ~ - ’
“Civangate.”..| . . © s ¢ 0 4o < <i Ironically the DYP members of Parliament’s
The case involved Engin Civan, a former chairman of . ,,“Civa.nﬁ: commission,” as it has come to be known,
state owned Emlakbank, who was jailed for mmédsei +" also ruled that Yilmaz had not been involved in any
million in a single bribe from businessman Selim Edes - wmngdoing under article 240 of the Turkish Penal Code.
for arranging a soft loan from the bank. - All 15 members of the commission subsequently cleared
The scandal erupted when Civan was shot and wound- " Yilmaz on this count.
ed by the mafia elements contracted by Edes to reclaim . Three DYP members nevertheless still insisted that
his money. Edes wanted his money back on the grounds  Yilmaz should be sent to the Supreme Court under article
that Civan did not honour his part of thedeal, . . 230 of the Turkish Penal Code.
The True Path Party (DYP), with an ax to grind against . Two Welfare Party (RP) members, abstained on this
ANAP for supporting motions of inquiry against its point, while the remaining members from the other par-
%io ties in Parliament voted against the DYP motion for

leader Tansu Ciller, had also wanted an investigation
opened into Yilmaz's actions during the Civangate scan-  Yilmaz being sent to the Supreme Court for negligence.

Turkij Daib} Neu}S THURSDAY, JANUARY 16,1997

Police chiefs bribery trial _n e s

_ wants 24 years for Deniz Gokeetin
Turkish Daily News ) _ and a sum of money 10 times more
ISTANBUL- The trial of 10 sus- zation known as the “Uniformed then what he ¢ through his ille-

fects. including the former chiefs of
stanbul Secunty t, Deniz.
Gokgetin and Sedat Demir, and the
former chief of the Homicide
Bureau, Erdal Durmaz, continued on
Wednesday in Istanbul Criminal
Court No.5. It is alleged that the sus-
mts accepted bribes to help mem-

of an organized criminal organi-

Gang,” whose brains were the noto-
rious SSylemez Brothers. The judge
decided to wait for reports on the
properties of the suspects. The
requirement to release Halim
Apaydin and Mchmet Faysal
Soylemez was refused.by the court
as the trial was in the process of col-
lecting evidence.

gal activities. The prosecutor also
wants six years for Demir, 12
years for Erdal Durmaz, and a total
of 48 years for hotel owner Halim
Karatag and police chief Halim
Apaydin, while 12 years each for

ehmet Faysal Soylemez, Cengiz

‘Akgiin, Gazi Dénmez and Levent

§eker are also being sought.
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‘Refah rescues Ciller in
third corruption probe

TDN Parliament Bureau .

ANKARA- A parliamentary -
commission responsible for inves-
tigating the assets of Degutr
Prime Minister and True Pat
Party (DYP) Chairman-Tansu
Ciller, has decided not to-send her
to the Su*preme Court, with a .
majority of votes cast by coalition
deputies. The decision was taken
by the votes of eight coalition
deputies against seven from oppo-
sition parties. . .

The latest decision is the third
time Ciller has been rescued by
her party’s Islamist coalition part-
ner, the Welfare Party, (RP), from
facing prosecution on charges of
corruption. The commission was
set up after the RP had submitted

CILLER S CONTROVERSIAL WEALTH

* INHERITED FROM DADDY *

- TL 473,000 ( With which | bought

. . spartments, large estates, (|

- . Bosphorus villas .

over 30 years)
3. "1 INHERITED FROM MUMMY *:

>

NED BY HUSBAND
“OZER WORTH § 5.5 MILLION

a proposal for an investigation
~into the origins of Ciller’s assets,
before that party came to power.
Similarly, tWo other commissions
probing corruption charges
against Ciller on TOFA§ and ... -
DAS dealings had also blocked’
‘the way for legal prosecutions against her.
Both of those commissions were also domi-
nated by the coalition deputies.

The decisions of all three commissions
were important in terms of determining the
coalition’s future. The same reason had
caused the dissolution-of a coalition last

ear between the DYP and Mesut Yilmaz's
otherland Party (ANAP), currently the
maif opposition. .

The opposition strongly protested the
commission’s conclusion, while the com-
mission chairman, Naci Terzi, an RP deputy

said “everyone, especially the. press” must

respect the commission’s decision.

Suspicions on Ciller’s assets

Claims that Ciller's assets, both at home
and abroad, had been boosted while she was
a cabinet member and prime minister were
dismissed by the decision of the plz_ihrliamen-
tary investigation commission. The com-
mission had also fallen short of obtaining a
reasonable answer on where and how her
businesses, hotels, and financial sources —
especially in the United States — were

acquired. _
?t had been discovered that Ciller's assets

in the United States were worth $5 million,

but she had only transferred $900,000
to that country for their purchase.
Furthermore, the way in which this money
was transferred to the United States
remained unknown. In a written testtmony
Ciller sent to the commission, she said she
regarded these questions as unconsutution-

Ozer Ciller, the husband of the DYP
leader, meanwhile had referred to a U.S. cit-
izen who co-owned the concerned proper-
ties.-However, subsequent Turkish transla-
tions of Ozer Ciller's written testimony was
found to be fraudulent and incomplete.

The commission also failed to find out
the onigins of foreign currencies and gold
which Tansu Ciller claimed to have inherit-
ed from her mother, who died in 1985. She
also refused to answer where or in which
bank the funds were kept. Her later state-
ment that the “inheritance” was invested in
“repos — gaining daily interest” and
accordingly grew, was not found to be rea-
sonable.

Bank accounts for businesses owned by
the Ciller family also became the subject of

interesting debate in the commission. While
the ledgers of these companies were hidden
from all commission members, it was
declared that only the commission chairman
could examine the company records, and
company officials were allowed to send
written testimonies to the commission. The
commission chairman’s attitude raised sus--
picions that there was an attempted cover-
up of the allegations against Ciller.

The Ciller family owns a large number of
houses, condominjums, a waterfront man-
sion, land, two yachts, mountainside man-
sions, holiday homes, and large sums of
money inclu 'nF Turkish and foreign cur-
rencies. The files against Ciller were
reshelved without bringing clear answers on
how her assets were acquired. A similar
parliamentary investigation was carried out
in 1995, but the commission failed to get a
satisfactory result after Ciller insisted on an
inquiry into all Jeaders’ assets. :

At least a year must have passed before a
parliamentary investigation can be
reopened. The statute of limitations may
apEly to many of the allegations facing
Ciller, which means that even if evidence of

.. illegal earnings is revealed, she will not face
© .any prosecution. '

ﬂﬂ‘%b DleNews THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1997 R

PKK signs deal
with DHKP/C
for urban attacks

The two clandestine organizations to join *
forces under the name ‘Revolutionary Front"

By Hayri Birler
Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Two outlawed organizations,
‘the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). and the

Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front
. (DHKP/C), signed-a protocol on Dec. 22,
" 1996, under ‘which they have pledged to act

~“together as the “Revolutionary Front.”

“come to power.” -

- the illegal organizations, the
" DHKP/C, which has received one
* blow after another-and lost a'siz-
able Ffa'rt of its militants, accepted
the otfer. '

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan had, for quite
some time, persistently called on the Turkish
left to form an alliance which would.aim to

. -priority the need for the two-orga-
‘nizations'to act together,
The protocol says, “A revolu-

- tionary front will be created by the
signafory organizations and joint
action will be developed.”
According to the PKK, the proto-
col has been directed against “‘cap-
italist and imperialist targets.” The
-agreement 1s mainly aimed at

" "But no orgapization had -
accepted the offer. Finally, one of

The protocol acknowledges as a

fighting against’ the - Turkish
Republic. It has been stressed that
the ‘main principles 'will be

- “unleashing the é)e()ple?s revolu-
3

‘tionary will, and developing a rev-

" olutionary movement on a radical

latform.” The “revolutionary

" front” will reject all kinds of

“reformist approaches” and com-.
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promise.

PKK sources say that although
the DHKP/C does not have a
developed military force] they see
the protocol not as the first ste
toward a “superficial structuring”
but as working toward a union
which will unify Turkish and
Kurdish militants against the
“common target.” The same
sources do not hide the fact they
see this togetherness as'a way of
increasing PKK influence on
“Turkish revolutionary elements.”
This approach makes it clear the
PKK will use the protocol to dic-
tate to the DHKP/C.its own
“action targets” and methods.

After the protocol was signed,
PKK leader Ocalan issued a state-
ment saying there were no signifi-
cant dil%lerences between the ide-
ology and tactics of the two orga-
nizations. He stressed that thanks

to this development, it would be
possible for militants from these
organizations to take action in
metropolitan areas as well in

Security sources confirm that a
protocol has been signed between
the two oglgsnizations. They have
told the TDN, “As a result of
intensive and unrelenting opera-

tions which the armed forces have
been staging in the state of emer-
gency region and in northem lrag,
and the police in Istanbul, Ankara
and other big cities, militant
cadres of these two organizations
have become disorganized. A
defeatist mood has come to pre-
vail. Desertions have started. The
PKK has received one blow after
another, and has been driven to
stage suicide attacks as in Tunceli
and Sivas to make its presence

felt. Meanwhile, the DHKP/C has rorism against common targets in
lost a sizable part of its trained various parts of Turkey and
staff, and proves unable to stage abroad, especially in Germany and
any significant action since it had in the Netherlands. There is a
few militants in the first place. strong possibility that the
These circumstances pushed the DHKP/C will renew the trainin
two organizations closer to one accord it concluded with the P
another, and forced them to coop- in recent years, an accord enabling
erate.” its militants to receive training in
_ Asked what would be the prac- Syria, Iran, northern Iraq and the
tical consequences of the protocol, Syrian-controlled parts of
these sources said, “Before ang'- Lebanon.”
thing else, joint action may be _Security sources say that
expected in metropolitan areas. Ocalan will issue fresh to all
That is, joint demonstrations, clandestine leftist organizations,

protests and perhaps bomb attacks Turkish and Kurdish alike, to.

may be staged in big cities. form an “alliance convention” in

They would start actin toieth- which the PKK would also be
er in prisons. Until now they have rcFresented. However, Turkish
stafed hunger strikes, rebellions leftist organizations in particular
and attacks on officials wpmlel}z- are expected to turn c?own the
From now on, they will be work- offer, on the grounds that it would
ing together in such activities. amount to a “superficial structur-
They will trv to escalate urban ter- ing.”

By Hande Culpan / Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- Human Rights Association dHD
man Akin Birdal said on Wednesday that the state’s

Human rights: THD says Lice residents
forced to posts as village guards

Noting that the tales of the Lice residents pointed to
human rights violations in the village, Birdal said

) chair-

Turleb Dmly News THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1997

understanding of democracy and its fack of interest in
making Emergency Rule more flexible were manifest
once again by the incidents in the southeastern village
of Lice, involving claims of involuntary recruitment of
villageaEJards by Deputy Governor Haci lIbag.

Speaking at a press conference at [HD he;i?:larters,
Birdal noted thélt a delegation of 43 people from 37
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) went to Lice
to check out the claims. However, as the practice con-
tinued, a second group consisting of 80 people from
four political parties, trade unions, NGOs, as well as
intellectuals and artists went to Lice on Jan. 8-9 but
were barred from entering the village on the grounds
that, threatened, with a possible Kurdistan Workers’
Party attack, the state could not guarantee the security
of the soldiers — men who were on duty to protect the
delegation itself.

e IHD chairman noted that, in allowing such a

situation, Turkey violated the Organization for
Security and Cboperation in Europe (OSCE) Paris
Charter and the Vienna Declaration; all of which stipu-
late that states are responsible for enabling NGOs to

make on-site observations regarding human rights vio- -

lations. Birdal charged that the forced recruitment at
Lice focused on specific goals: the security of factories

to be built in"the region; the reopening of the
Diyarbakir-Bingg! highway; and the exertion of psy-

chological pressure on Lice residents, who have long
been 0 to becoming village guards.
Having been blocked from entering Lice, the dele-

gation met with the Emergency Rule governor who
claimed that the villagers were volunteering to become
villaFe guards and that the state was znmm§i to provide
employment for the villagers. Birdal found fault with
this account, saying that 65 of the 84 forced to become
village guards were already employed at the time.

many agreements which Turkey endorsed stipulated
that all people were equal before the law and, thus,
could not be forced into such jobs against their will.
Birdal also urged Turkey to pay attention to what was
happening in Lice. “There are women and children
crying in Lice. The residents want to live as human
beings.” Birdal also distributed last month’s IHD
Report, which includes the balance sheet of human
rights violations in 1996.

Figures tell it all

The following statistics were taken from IHD's
Report for December.

m 78 people died in unsolved murders and 46 peo-
ple were injured in unsolved attacks.

® 190 people lost their lives through execution
without trial, after torture or while in custody.
m 2,859 people died in armed clashes.
m Attacks on civilians left 119 dead and 133

injured.
m 194 people “disappeared” while in custody.
- m 346 people were tortured or claimed to hg've been

m 20,434 people were taken into custody, 421 of
whom were from the press.

m 2,071 people were arrested. :

m 68 villages and hamlets were evacuated.

m 109 places were bombed.

m 132 associations, trade unions and press agencies
were closed.

m 134 associations, trade unions and press agencies
wereraided. .

m 195 publications were confiscated.
i .aﬂ At present, there are 140 prisoners of conscience
in jail, '
m Courts have approved of prison terms exceeding
173 years and fines totaling TL 9,974,600,000.
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Le Monde - jeudi, 16 janvier 1997

Paris a der

LA FRANCE a invité I'Irak A coopérer « pleine-
ment » avec la Commission spéciale de TONU
chargée de son désarmement (Unscom) et avec
PAgence internationale de I'énergie atomique
(AIEA) pour que puisse étre envisagée la levée de
Iembargo p&bﬁéf‘ﬁnposé a"Bagdad en aofit
1990. Le démantalement des artnes d¢ destruction
massivé-de Bagtlad ‘est ert effet’1a condition 'sine
qua non de Papplication du paragraphe 22 de la
résolution 687 de 'ONU prévoyant la levée des
sanctions pétrolieres.

Le vice-premier ministre irakien, Tarek Aziz,
qui a été requ, mardi 14 janvier, par le ministre
des affaires étrangéres, Hervé de Charette, a ré-
pondu que seule « une toute petite partie » des ré-
solutions de YONU n’a pas encore été respectée
par son pays. Or, a ce jour, 'Unscom continue de

.soupgonner Bagdad de dissimuler entre six et
- seize missiles. .

Lundi, aprés un entretien avec le premier mi-
nistre, Alain Juppé, Tarek Aziz avait appelé la
.France 2 aider son pays « & parvenir a une appli-
“cation juste, honnéte et équilibrée » des résolutions
-de 'ONU, c’est-a-dire a contrer ce qu'il a qualifié
‘de « politique biaisée des Etats-Unis et de la
‘Grande-Bretagne ». Cest le leitmotiv préféré des
Irakiens, qui se disent en permanence victimes de
‘sombres manipulations anglo-saxonnes pour em-
pécher Papplication des résolutions de TONU.

Dans des lettres qu'il avait adressées en octo-

Le Monde - jeudi, 16 janvier 1997

bre & Hervé de Charette et & son homologue
russe, Evgueni Primakov, Tarek Aziz avait déja
demandé que le nombre d’experts frangais et
russes au sein de 'Unscom soit augmenté parce

.que, pour I'lrak, la plupart des membres de cette

commtiission sont  la solde des Etats-Unis.

‘LA FRANCE ET L'UNSCOM

Que PI'Irak en ait fait ou non la demande, Paris,
indique-t-on de source frangaise, est favorable a
une présence plus forte au sein de 'Unscom.
Mais le probléme est, d'une part, de trouver ces
experts et, d’autre part, de financer leur mission

en tenant compte des problémes budgétaiijes des’

ministeres, en Poccurrence le ministére de1a dé-
fense. Au total, il y a aujourd’hui neuf experts
frangais seulement au sein des différentes ins-
tances de 'Unscom, mais aucun ne fait partie de
Pentourage de Rolf Ekeus, le diplomate suédois
qui la préside.

Deux Frangais font partie de la centaine de
membres du bureau permanent de I'Unscom a
New York. Six autres sont détachés du bureau de
la commission a Bagdad, dont la trentaine de
membres ont une affectation de trois A quatre
mois. Deux délégations d’experts effectuent ac-
tuellement des missions ponctuelles d’une a deux
semaines A Bagdad. La premiére est dirigée par
un Frangais et compte un autre expert frangais.
L’autre ne comprend qu’'un seul Frangais. Paris

ndé a I'Irak le strict respect des résolutions de 'ONU

souhaite améliorer sa présence dans 'ensemble

de ce dispositif, notamment pour ce qui est des-

postes de responsabilité.
En décembre, la France a annoncé qu'elle se
désengageait de Ia force de surveillance de la par-

tie du Kurdistan d'Irak situéé’

« Provide comfort », dont le but originel était es-
sentiellement humanitaire. La nouvelle mission,
assurée par les Etats-Unis et la Grande-Bretagne,
est réduite 2 la surveillance aérienne du nord de
IIrak.

Paris maintient toutefois sa présence dans la

mission de surveillance du sud de ce pays, en de-;
¢a du 32¢ parallele, pour protéger I'Arabie saou-

dite et le Koweit. Certains parlementaires sont

toutefois d’avis qu'il faut mettre fin & cette sur-’
veillance. Des janvier 1996, dans un rapport remis.

a la commission des affaires étrangéres de I'As-

semblée nationale, une mission conduite par Fan-'

cien ministre des affaires étrangeres, Jean-Ber-

nard Raimond, suggérait le retrait des avions’

frangais de cette mission de surveillance et le ré-

tablissement de « quelques liaisons aériennes avec'
Bagdad qui rompraient I'isolement de l'lrak ». Le:
gouvernement frangais n’est pas - pas encore ? —

de cet avis. :

Mouna Naim

N

Courrier International du 16 janvier au 22 janvier 1997

TURQUIE Le chef du PKK
- est-1l un agent des
services turcs ?

MILLIYET

es affaires sales sont débal-

lées les unes apres les

autres et ceux qui en sont
. éclaboussés cherchent tou-
jours a se dissimuler derriére le pré-
texte du “patriotisme”. [La Turquie
vit depuis plusieurs semaines au
rythme des “affaires”, avec notam-
ment les liaisons entre la mafia, les
services de répression et le pouvoir,
principalement le parti de M™ Tansu
Ciller, voir CI n° 31%.du 5. décem-

bre 1996.] Les criminels travaillant
pour des organisations clandeslines
échappent a toutes les accusations ;
ils bénéficient de toutes sortes d’avan-
tages que des citoyens ordinaires ne
connaitront jamais ; toutes les portes
s’ouvrent devant eux et, si jamais ils
se trouvent coincés, quelqu’un chu-
chote quelque chose a des oreilles
sensibles pour que nos “héros” se
tirent d’affaire avec une facilité
déconcertante.

Dans cette ambiance, il est utile

‘de revenir sur le livre d'Ugur Mumcu*
dintitulé “Le dossier kurde”. Dans cet
ouvrage inachevé, Ugur évoque une
‘manifestation a la faculté des sciences
politiques [d’Ankara), le 51 mars 1971,
au moment le plus sombre de la
répression qui a suivi le coup d’Etat
militaire-du 12 mars. Lors de cette
manifestation, un tract fut distribué
portant le titre “Manifeste de I'au-
rore”. Alors étudiant dans celte
faculté, Abdullah Ocalan {dit “Apo”,
actuel chef du PKK, V'organisation
nationaliste kurde qui méne depuis

ati"nord du 36¢ pa-*
rallele, parce que les Etats-Unfs et la Turquie ont’
unflatéraethent modifié I'objectif ‘dé la mission.
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S’appuyant sur l’'enquéte du journaliste assassiné Ugur Mumcu, un grand

chroniqueur turc affirme que le principal dirigeant du parti nationaliste kurde,
Abdullah O¢alan dit “Apo”, pourrait étre un agent provocateur depuis 1971.

dix ans en Anatolie une guérilla
contre le régime) faisait partie des
manifestants. Sa présence a plus tard
é1é confirmée par des témoins qui
Pont vu le poing levé, en train de
scander des slogans.

Au procés, le procureur
demande... son acquittement

Ocalan fut arrété comme d’autres
manifestants, maintenu en garde &
vue, puis mis en détention pour étre
jugé par la Cour de sireté de I’Etat.
Le procureur n’était autre que le
célébre Baki Tug, devenu le symbole
de la répression de I'époque, apreés la
condamnation de nombreux intel-
lectuels, dont Miimtaz Soysal**, lequel
fut condamné pour avoir écrit le
manuel universitaire intitulé “Intro-
duction a la Constitution”... Mais,
chose étonnante, notre procureur
261, qui s’investit avec tant d’en-
thousiasme pour obtenir la condam-
nation des prévenus, changea brus-
gquement d’avis au sujet d’Ogalan et
déclara dans son réquisitoire que les
tracts incriminés n’avaient pas été dis-
tribués par lui, mais par deux autres
militants nommés Metin Yalgin et
Ramazan Ozcan. Aflirmant alors qu’il
n'existait “aucune preuve de la par-
ticipation d’Abdullah Ogalan a la dis-
tribution de ce manifeste”, il demanda
son acquittement, ne réclamant
contre lui qu'une peine de trois mois
pour sa participalion au boycottage
des cours. Le tribunal suivil le pro-
cureur dans sa demande.

Apres avoir purgé ses trois mois de
peine, Ocalan oblint une bourse
d’études, le 1¢7 décembre 1971. Le
conseil d’administration de la faculié
des sciences politiques. qui détenait
un rapport sur la responsabilité active
d’Oc¢alan dans le boycottage en ques-
tion et sur son role en tant que meneur
du groupe estudiantin. se contenta
néanmoins d’un simple avertissement

Les combattants du PKK a Kurdnsta.

a son egard. alors que ses camarades,
impligués dans la méme action. furent
expulsés de la faculté pour quinze
jours. Si Apo avait é1é frappé de la
méme sanction. il n‘aurait pu ni tou-
cher sa hourse ni oblenir un sursis
pour son service militaire.

Il est évidemment impensable
qu'un grand journaliste d'investiga-
tion comme U gur Mumcu. enqueélant
sur le PRK. accepte que ce dossier soit
clos. 1l se penche donc sur I'affaire,
retrouve le redoutable procureur fissu
du coup d’Etat] du 12 mars et lui
demande pourquoi a I'époque il a
changé d’avis au sujet d'O¢alan et
requis une peine aussi légére a son
encontre. La réponse est époustou-
flante : on avait chuchoté a I'oreille
de Baki Tug qu’Apo était “leur homme
de main” [celui des services secrels
lurcs].‘L'ex-procureur a d’ailleurs
acceplé de remettre a Ugur tout docu-
ment qu’il pourrait trouver sur ces
liens troubles. C'est aprés nous avoir
fait part de ces aveux qu'ligur a é1é
assassiné, sans avoir le temps de se
rendre a un second rendez-vous avec

En médailion, Abdullah O¢alan.

Chris Kutscheea

le procureur. Lorsque j'ai évoqué
cette affaire dans un article, immé-
diatement apres 'assassinat d'Ugur,
je n"ai recu aucun démenti de la part
de Baki Tug. Bien au contraire, il a
répondu & une question qui lui était
posée en confirmant la conversation
qu'il avait eue avec Ugur. A présent,
nous voudrions savoir si Abduliah
Ocalan était lui aussi un “patriote” jun
homme des services secrets], comme
ceux qui sont impliqués dans les der-
niéres sales affaires. Et aussi s’il n’y
a pas un lien entre I'assassinat d'Ugur
Aumcu et ces affaires.  Ali Sirmen

* Ugur Mumcu, journaliste au quotidien
Cumbhurivel, s'est rendu célebre par ses révé-

lations sur des affaires de corruption. Sa der- -

niére enquéte sur le PKK Favait conduit en

Allemagne, d’ou il étail revenu avec une.

valise entiére de documents “trés compro-
mettants”, selon ce qu'il avait confié a ses
proches. 11 a é1é assassiné peu de temps
apres. le 24 janvier 1993. Ses funérailles ont
déclenché d'énormes manifestations spon-
lanées a Ankara.

* Miimtaz Soysal : juriste de renom. actuel-
lement député social-démocrate et chroni-
queur au quotidien Hirrivel.
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i| lations les plus flagrantes et a insisté
i| sur la nécessité d'actes politiques. au-
] dela des déclarations d'intention :

Des actes forts

[ ] .
four faire respecter

[ J . .
es droits de I'"homme
Le Parlement européen a adopté Ié
rapport Lalumiere qui dresse le bilan
des atteintes aux droits de I'hnomme

dans le ' monde. Au cours du débat,
Aline Pailler a mis I'accent sur les vio-

"Deénoncer ne suffit plus. Agissons en’

suspendant I'accord avec Israél jus-| - |

qu'a ce que les droits de-1'homme |,
soient respectés. De-méme. pour la
Turquie, qui n'a toujours pas libére:
Leyla Zana. Suspendons la: aussi les
aides financieres et conditionnons
notre coopération au respect des
droits de I'homme. L'Europe se doit
de jouer les cartes qu'elle a en mains. |
On attend des signaux mais surtout
des actes politiques forts et fermes".

e, Campagne

«ER% . .
=« d’information

1du groupe confédéral de la Gau- |
{ che Unitaire Européenne - Gau-| :
Lche Verte Nordique (GUE/NGL) | -

(e

‘|Les groupes socialiste,
] GUE/NGL, verts et radical ont invité les

| Turquie :
| povur la liberté

!

Les parlementairé_s europé’ens dialoguent avec les éditeurs
/| de la presse turque.

Un projet de la loi visant & limiter la
liberté de la presse en Turquie a été
présenté au Parlement par la coalition

/} gouvernementale. Dés I'annonce de

ce projet, une déclaration était signée
par 1683 journalistes pour dénoncer
“les dispositions susceptibles de nous
eloigner du monde libre".

libéral,

éditeurs des plus grands quotidiens
turcs & rencontrer ies parlementaires a
la session de décembre a Strasbourg.
lls ont montre comment ce projet de loi

'} portait atteinte & la liberté de la presse,

notamment en faisant peser une mena-
ce sur les investigations des journa-
listes. Aline Pailler, qui co-présidait la
réunion pour le groupe confédéral
GUE/NGL, a dénoncé cette nouvelle
atteinte aux libertés de la part du gou-
vernement turc qui continue a bénéfi-

de la presse |

7

cier de la complaisance des Etats|

membres. C'est ainsi que le Conseil
européen de Dublin a déclaré

"accueillir favorablement I'intention {,
déclarée du gouvernement turc del.

prendre des mesures pour améliorer la

_situation des droits de I'homme". Cette
déclaration est contredite par les faits |:
qui font au contraire apparaitre une |:
aggravation des violations des draits |
de I'homme, notamment avec les|
attaques contre la presse, le maintien |.
de Leyla Zana en prison et les nou-{

velles offensives contre la population
kurde.

Dans le prolongement de I'initiative des
groupes politiques avec les éditeurs de

presse, le Parlement européen a adop- |.
té une résolution dénongant "les tenta- |

tives du gouvernement turc de limiter

la'liberté de la presse et de contrbler |

I'activité des journalistes”.

(Photo Parlement europden)

Turklsh Dmly News FRIDAY, JANUAKY 17,1997 PKK informers turn

The special teams and village guards

have been used in the counter-insurgency
 operations against the PKK since 1984,

while Gendarmerie Intelligence Service

into state hitmen

(JITEM) employed former PKK members
against the PKK's urban organizations.

By Zeki Ayik
Turkish Daily News .
ISTANBUL- It has recently come to light that ultranation-
‘alist Ulkiicii militants have been used to do some of the
Turkish state’s dirty work. Now it is claimed that former

Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) militants who cooperate with

the state have been used to perform state-sponsored extrajudi-
cial killings as well. People’s Democracy Party (HADEP)

Istanbul executive Latif Kaya told the TDN that the
Gendarmerie Intelligence Services (JITEM) views HADEP as
a potentially terroristic organization, and abducts HADEP
members to pressurize them into joining an armed counter-
PKK organization, AMED, formed under its command. Kaya
also claims that AMED kidnaps and “eliminates” Kurdish
intellectuals in the predominately Kurdish provinces of south-

ceastern and eastern Turkey due to the authorities’ belief that

Lheiz support the PKK. _
aya alleges that HADEP Istanbul executive Mahmut

Demir, code named “Yesil” (Green) and Alaattin Kanat,

whose names have cropped up quite frequently in the press,
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are former PKK militants who have been used by the state as
part of AMED alonf with Turkish soldiers, village guards and
special teams in its fight against the PKK.

The _gro1qg's first assignment, mentioned in the memoirs of
the late JITEM commander Ahmet Cem Ersever, was suppos-
edlg the murder of Vedat Aydin, the People’s Labor my
(HEP) Diyarbakir Branch leader, in 1991. Ersever had stated
that captured Ulkucu and PKK militants who cooperated were
placed in this group. Ersever himself died in a mysterious
‘unresolved murder” in 1994. Alaattin Kanat, who agreed to
cooperate with the state after his arrest as a PKK militant, was
released instead of being imprisoned. Kaya claims that fol-
lowing his release Kanat was involved in the assassination of
former Mardin parliamentarian Mchmet Sincar.

Demir, who had been active in Tunceli and Elazx% provinces
between 1990-1993 with the code names “Yesil” (green) and
“Sakalli” (The Bearded One) is said by Kaya to have claimed
to be working on behalf of the state, and was actually a former
PKK militant who joined AMED. Demir is supposed to have
been involved in the assassinations of Mehmet Sincar, jour-
nalist Musa Anter and Vedat Aydin.

In addition Demir is supposed to have been active in the
assassination of Faruk Candan, the Democracy Party (DEP)
Ankara’s branch leader, in G6lbagi, Ankara in 1994.

Forced to convert to AMED

“AMED, which used to be active in the Eastern wim,
now operates also in the major cities,” said Kaya. y kid-
nap the Istanbul members of HADEP, take them to the
Istanbul Police Headquarters in Aksaray where themrce
them b(: bf.-,comle(i gonf?s”sgrbs. tll:l‘ Novemb;r 199169.9118 164 EP
members were s group. Since 1994, -
ple have been mur:;:?ed by);his ﬁg? and none of these m’-
ders have been solved.” Kaya said 3,870 people who could not
bear the pressures to defect to AMED or serve as village
guards have migrated to the cities, and added “there will
many more AMED groups in this environment.”

Kaya stated that was formed in Diyarbakir, and con-
tinued with the Bucak clan in Janliurfa. He claimed that there
is a torture chamber in the basement of True Path Party (DYP)
Sanliurfa Deputy Sedat Bucak’s house, which is used to force

-mone{'and arms for you. If you want, we can find you

the abducted people to join AMED. .
:One so taken and forced to work for the state is HADEP
member Adil Dizek, who recounted his experiences for the
TDN: “I was forced into a car by two plainclothes men, who
identified themselves as. Police Investigation Bureau officers,
in front of Kucukkoy Park, Istanbul. When I asked them why
they were not taking me to the Kiiciikky Police Station, they
ch‘nsd. *We are from JITEM. Do not think of resisting.’

‘We arrived at Istanbul Police Headquarters in Aksaray and
waited in the car for someone called “Dayi” (Uncle). Then we
drove through an army base in Macka where a couple of
police vehicles were waiting at the entfance. We continued on
an unfinished road for about two kilometers and stopped.
They threatened me with death by puttini a gun in my mouth
and firing another gun beside my ear. For about two hours
the‘xntat me, and I agreed to work with them.

““They brought me to Istanbul Police Headquarters and said,
from now on, you are one of us. You will join AMED. You
will tell us whatever happens in HADEP. We will smly

gs
to sel

After making an appointment to meet in 15 days, they
released me.” Dizek did not show up at the appointed date. He
said the threats on his life continued and he filed a criminal
suit against the Istanbul Police.

A sudden increase in the numbers of the unresolved mur-
ders and “missings” coincides with the alleged formation date
of AMED in 1991. Following are some events since 1991 in
which the AMED groug is believed to have taken part:

Four missings and 31 unresolved murders in 1991; eight
missings and 360 unresolved murders in 1992; 13 missings
and unresolved murders in 1993; 49 missings and 423
unresolved murders in 1994; 163 missings and 84 unresolved
llnguglgers 1995; 191 missings and 59 unresolved murders in

Kaya claims their investigation has established Alaattin
Kanat, Mahmut Demir, {brahim Bobat, Ali Pinar, Abdiithakim
Gilven, Kahraman Bilgig, Ali Timurtag, Kemal Enik, Irfan

Beyaz, Ali Ozansoy, and Abdilkerim Altu§ as AMED hit-
men. :

Scenes of shame

n Thursdaytf
nels showed heart shattering scenes

Tufklgb Daily Netls #rioav. sanuary 17, 1997
ractically all the TV chan- ed it Oﬂal .

o from the southeastern provincial center
of Diyarbakir where the free food hand-
outs given away by a businessman on the
occasion of the holy month of Ramadan creat-
ed a melee. .

The businessman never bargained for such
scenes while his food handouts for 3,500 needy
people created unrest when a huge crowd tried
to plunder the truck carrying the foodstuffs.
This was a huge crowd of desperate and hun-
gry people fighting it out in the center of a
major city to get food for their families. All
this shows is that there are too many needy

eople in our country who have been forgotten
or too long. )

It is no secret that while a handful of rich
people in Turkey have grown richer over the

ears, the masses have been pushed to the
imits of poverty and have been neglected. So
it was only normal that we had such riots
when people heard of the free food handouts...

We keep on repeating over and over aglain
that the main problem In Turkey is the high
cost of living and the state of desperation that
this has pushed the masses into. The Turkish
people in general have been living hardships

By llnur

Cevik

for too long with high
inﬂation.ni'he peo;ﬁe
with low and fixed -
incomes cannot cope
with the rapid rate of
fall in the value of the
Turkish currency.
Inflation is taking
away whatever wage
hikes people get an
most of the time even
this is insufficient
and does not offset
the rapid fall in the
value of the Turkish
currency... The gov-
ernment on the other
hand is sending two
ministers to study the
“situation” of the poor
ple of Diyarbakir.
his is rather sad.
Isn’t the government

aware of the suffering that we have exposed
the masses to in our country? Don’t they know
that the people are facing serious hardships
and the government has failed to provide

d them with relief? o

We are really disturbed... The pro-Islamic
Welfare Party (Kefah) had made a reputation
for itself as a party which cared for the mass-
es. Now we see that in a short period of time
Refah, which is now the senior partner of the
coalition, has forgotten the plight of the mass-
es and is sending ministers to study this situa-
tion... .
‘Refah has to wake up to the facts that it
was the poor people that brought it to power
anditisstilltﬁ:o its current stre from
these people. Refah should not alienate the
masses or else the masses may soon desert it...
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' : ' P | ‘The | party Of ’ |
F'ithe oppressed

Cautious: We needed to form a political
movement free of the mistakes of the DEP and
HADEP, and aimed at finding better alternative
solutions through a more cautious approach

Elci:

'The solution
of the Kurdish
1 issue'depends
; on the ‘softening:
3 of some minds’.

ity. Therefore, we (the

By Alparslan Esmer
Turkish Daily News / ANKARA

he Democratic Mass Party |

(DKP) entered the political arena
on Jan. 3 and aimed to carry the
~ Kurdish problem to the pohitical

platform through moderate poli-

cies. In terms of its policies, the
party has differed from its more
radical pro-Kurdish predeces-
sors, the Democracy Party, which was closed
down, and the People’s Democracy Party
(HADEP), which faces closure {)y the

- Constitutional Court. According to Serafettin Elci,

founding chairman of the DKP, the solution of the
Kurdish issue depends on the “softening of some
minds.” He stresses that a change in the centrist
structure of the state to a more decentralized one
through a democratic pfocess will not mean the
disintegration of Turkey. The following is an inter-
view with Elgi on his party’s perspectives:

TDN- Mr. chairman, why did you see a need

to set up the Democratic Mass Party?

ELCI- Political parties are established to
address social needs. We have first found out that
Turkey was located in a very opportune region,
economically. If these opportunities were utilized,
Turkey would have been in a better place among
the world’s countries. When we dig down into the
core of this unfortunate situation we will see a

* Kurdish {)_roblem laying beneath it. It (the Kurdish

‘problem) has preclud-

ed our democracy’s o

progress. - | why the fpeople in this
ose who have | country face-a continu-

occupied the top posi- | ous disturbance and

‘tions of the state have | coaflicting environ-

DKP) emerged with a
slogan stressing that
there would not be any
economic develop-
ment, democratic
gmgress, or social sta-

bility without a full

solution to the Kurdish

issue.

We believe the pre-
sent state structure is
far from addressing the
current.needs. When
this state was first cre-
ated, the world was
dominated by totalitar-

reduced democratic
rights, fearing that the
Kurds would also ben-
efit from these. This is

ment. An enormous
amount of the state’s

resources have been =

-wasted to restore

| social peace and stabil-

ian and unitary sys-
tems. The mentality

goxllérolling the state’s hand depended on a single
old. , :

~ The ideas of a single nation, single ideology, sin-
gle party and a single leader were common. The
current realities of the rising of new: democratic
understandings based on pluralism highlights the
need for reform in this country. For this reason, we

- believe a solution tothe Kurdish problem will be

the first requirement of this reform. Without this
issue being solved, it is not possible to have a civic
and democratized society. There is a need for a
litical party which focuses on solving this prob-
em as the core of all other issues. The DKPpwas :
born to address these needs. '

TDN- Formerly, there were several other par-
ties established to address the problems of the
Kurds, like the Democracy Party (DEP) and
later HADEP, Didn'’t you see them capable

~ enough? How does a,ﬂour party differ from them?

ELCI- First of afl, we have ideological differ-
ences. Those parties have a Marxist tradition. They
have a “classist” view. Our ideological difference
is that we do not see the issue through the classist
approach. This is an issue concerning all people
living in this country. That is why we call our-
selves the Democratic “Mass” Party. Qur col-
leagues might have set out with good intentions,

but they failed to get along with-the sensitive
~ points of politics. They also failed to contribute a
process to soften up the society, which is the pri-
mary requirement. So, we needed to form a politi-
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cal movement cleared of those mistakes and aimed
at finding better solution alternatives through a
more cautious approach. This is the main way we
differ from them. We do not have any intention to
offend, condemn or accuse these parties. We can
only influence the masses who have voted in such
tradition. The electorate supported these political
movements with good intention but the movements
did not show the talent to utilize the Kurdish issue
for the benefit of the masses. Therefore we needed
a separate structure to distance ourselves from
these political mistakes.

We very carefully aim to build an atmosphere of
confidence. Therefore, we are in favor of solving
the Kurdish issue by maintaining the integrity of
Turkey. We prefer to preserve the current bound-
aries. Also, our attitude and past experiences play a
more trustworthy role. In addition to these factors,

we peed to soften up minds, These days, we see
that some people occupying the top positions of the

state are deliberately creating unnecessary panic in
people’s minds. Many opinions that are night and
reasonable have been injected into people’s minds
as harmful and dangerous. Contrary to this, we are
trying to show the people that these opinions are

not harmful, but rather to their benefit. In particu-

lar, a solution to the Kurdish issue is essential for
all members of the society. The solution would not

only serve the Kurdish po
whole of society. That wi

peace and stability
which has been needed
for a long time, as well
the economic develop-,
ment. A solution will
save Turkey from beiné
a country questione

and tried on the interna-
tional level for its
alleged human rights
abuses. It will become
more prestigious. We
have to explain this to
the people. We have to
explain to them that one
cannot have freedom at
the expense of the free-
dom of others. We can
call a society tranquil

when all segments of it

ulation but also the

help to restore the

benefit: It is the time to

dispose of mentalities
which use one part of
society as an instrument
of oppression against
another.

TDN- You have just
said your party’s aim
was to solve the
Kurdish issue in the
Southeast. You have
also said that you
needed to soften peo-

le’s minds on issues.

hat is your party’s
plans for a solution,
and how do you plan

to accomplish these tasks?

ELCI. Here is our solution plan. First of all,
society is occupied by the fear of disintegration.
Perhaps thc:gehave the right to be sensitive on this
issue. But the concept of integrity must be clearly
understood. The current state system means by
using the word, “integrity,” a country which is
ruled from a single center. But we should not
search for a country’s integrity within a centrist
system. Democracy can also work in a decentral-
ized system. The people can share the power in
matters concerning themselves without harming the
country's integrity. We are seeing similar models
throughout the world. Look at the federalist struc-
tures in Germany and the United States, or the
slightly more developed model in Switzerland.
These countries preserve their integrity. The people
must understand that when someone comes up with
stressing a change of administration system, he
does not mean separatism.

Our party _sugﬁests a provincial model in which
local and regional administrations are granted more
power. What [ mean is that the local and regional
administrations are authorized to have their own
legislative and executive bodies, make their own
laws, be elected by the regional occupants, collect
their own taxes, and exercise their own education,
health and internal security policies. This type of
model could help diminish
regional differences without
engaging in conflict. These,
of course, require condi-
tions where everyone can
freely express his opinion
without the fear of being
tried for them.
On the other hand, the
state must comprehend
the Kurdish reality. This,
as the first step of solvin
the issue, is very vitaF.
The disturbance will con-
tinue and may even lead to
unwanted consequences as
long as we keep seeing every- -
one living in this country as
Turks and do not allow the others to
preserve their ethnic identitjes.

_TDN- Mr. chairman, is thére any possi-
bility of creating an atmoSphere where
everyone can frecly exchangs views even

before the bloodshed ends?

ELC!- The ending of bloodshed is immi-
nent. It is also one of our main goals. But if
we really want to stop the bloodshed, we
must take serious steps even before the con-
flict ends. Meanwhile, the state should
apply the international laws which are
attached to its domestic law. If it steps back
the exercising of inappropriate policies and
starts giving signs of willingness to solve
the issue within the framework of human
rights and freedoms, it will have certain
effects on ending the conflict. Ending the
bloodshed is everyone’s obligation, including
that of the state.

TDN- Could you tell us about your party’s
expectations in terms of winning a certain por-
tion of the electorate?

ELCI- We believe we have considerable vote
potential because there are widespread expectations
that the conflict will end, to save the economic
resources being wasted in the conflict and to
achieve peace and tranquility. We are here to voice
their expectations as their political party. We also
want a state bound by law, It is not the only the
Kurds who wish for this, other segments of the
society also want it. This is not an illusion, we see
ourselves as one of the strongest political parties of
the future.

TDN- What arsvyour views towards the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)?

~ ELCI- We have always madeit clear. We are
ideologically different from the PKK. We think
and act differently. The DKP is a political party
which applies peaceful and democratic methods.
We disapprove of all kinds of violence and try to
distance ourselves from it.

TDN- Do you think of any direct contact with
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.Parliament, whic

the PKK in terms of ending the conflict through

your suggestions?

ELCI- No, I will not Bave any contact with the

PKK. This is not something I can assume any

responsibility for. But if the state seriously aims to
resolve the issue, it should consider the PKK also.
It is the state’s responsibility. What kind of method
will be chosen is, again, up to the state.

TDN- Recently, the acting chairman of
HADEP talked about the possibility of an align-
ment with the DKP. How do you evaluate this’

ELCI- I have already told you that HADEP’s

litical mistakes harmed society. But I think, the

KP’s emergence may help EP to reorganize
itself. It may improve our political advocacy.
Maybe there is a chance to agree at a common
junction. If there is really a chance we can recon-
cile within “our principles,” We may have an elec-
tion alliance — who knows, maybe a more lasting
one. As long as our principles are taken into con-
sideration, we will be open to a merger. Many of
the leaders of HADEP are colleagues whom we
have known for a l(gxlg time. I believe our existing
dialogue with HADEP leaders could bring them to
a better line. '

TDN- You are jndicating that you have good
contacts with any party Which acknowledges
your party’s attitude. Is there any possibility of
cooperation with the parties on social democrat-
ic lines, considering you Were once a deputy of
the Republican People’s Party (CHP)? .

ELCI- We have a party program. We are trying -
to pinpoint the basic problems in our efforts to

realize that program. We can cooperate with any
group we believe is qualified to work with us and
contribute the solution of these basic problems.

TDN- Is there any group' in or outside

‘Parliament which you feel is close to your

views?

ELCI- I believe that there is a large number of
people in favor of solving the Kurdish issue. This
includes politicians also. But, unfortunately, they
are not as determined and courageous enough to
take radical steps. There is a willingness. The
determination can only be gathered through soci-
ety’s exertion of Eressure. I can’t speak of whether

represents the Feople, can pro-
vide this pressure or not. We will try to establish
dialogue with every party, including the president
and ﬁne rime minister as much as we can and
bring solution methods. Because the issue is not
only ours, it concerns the entire country. I think,
they will not hesitate to respond to our search for
dialogue if the{ are really willing to address the
eople’s problems. We will not do it by con-
ronting each other. We will not refrain from per-
sonal concessions. '
- We want to tell the people at the top of this state
that the Kurdish issue cannot be solved under the

shadow of weapons. The Kurds will not be wiped

out through killing. Twenty-seven Kurdish upris-
ings were bloodily and ruthlessly suppressed. The
problem has not been solved, but, rather, has been
augmented. Those who control the state must be
aware of this.

And the Kurds, must also be aware of this; they
cannot solve their problems with guns. If this reali-

is fully comprehended, the opinions will intensi-
z toward finding peaceful ways.

'TDN- It is certain that your party is expected
to receive the magoritl of votes from the
Southeast. HADEP and the ruling partner
Welfare Party (RP) are highly influential in the
region. Will you also turn to conservative votes
like the RP did? . N o

ELGI- In terms of the electorate, we target the
traditionalist masses. Not only in the Southeast, but
the whole country. No-parfy has any chance of .

wing by neglecting this potential. And of course
gg middle-class, we need to draw them towards
our movement. The middle class also brings us the
advantage of being more effective as well as being

more moderate.-

TDN- You speak about the middle-class. But
there are also some leading businessmen taklni
active steps toward economic development 0
the S;)utheast. Have you had any contact with
them: - : ¥
ELCI- We have not had any contacts with them
so far.-We have only spent our time trying to orga-
nize our party. Now. we are planning to make con-

tact with many groups, including the civic organi-
zations and business circles. The latter can be high-
ly advantageous for solving the issue. We welcome
any warm approach from business circles towards
our movement.

TDN- How do you assess the views that your
arty is Eursuing the political viewpoint of
{assoud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party

(KDP) in northern Iraq?

ELCI- No. This is completely wrong. I still do
not know what the KDP’s political program con-
sists of. It is true that I have very good personal
contacts with Mr. Barzani. We are very good
friends. Such friendships are essential and
inevitable. But our friends iP does not go a step
beyond personal. Anyway a legitimate party must
be free of all kinds of influences. I cannot call a
party legitimate if it lacks political determination.

he DKP has its decision-making mechanisms
within its structure. Receiving instructions from an
external body completely contradicts our structure.

TDN- Do you think this issue should be solved
internationally or by the regional people them-
selves?

ELCI- Only the region’s people can provide
alternatives for a solution. It is very normal that the
Kurdish issue draws attention throughout the world
because the problem has already gone beyond
national borders, and therefore does not only dis-
turb the concerned sides. But the priority to find a
solution must be given to the regional powers.

TDN- Where do you place your party in the
political arena?
ELCI- Our program answers that. We regard the
olitical arena as very artificial and disorganized.
ere is a turmoil. Parties placing themselves in
the left, right, or the center, act contradictory to
their objectives. We therefore, do not want to
locate ourselves in neither left nor the right. We are
a party at the center. We will not consider ideology
in the first place.
In fact, we have a reformist tendency. We propose
a restructuring of the state. This is more inclined to
the left but, on the other hand, we also object to the
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misperception of some concepts, such as secularism.
The term is perceived as an anti-Islamist view, seen
as the religion of the state. We also want the faithful
people in this country live freely without any pres-
sure, and organized themselves according to their
beliefs. We have respect for religious beliefs.

Therefore, for this reason we coutd be seen as a
rightist party. But if we really need to place our
party somewhere, we will classify ourselves as the
“party of the oppressed.” Wherever we find people
being subjected to oppression or injustice, we will
represent them. With so many options, we’ll simply
place ourselves at the center.

TurkiSb Ddlly News, L RIDAY, JANUARY 17,1997
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PUK leader Jalal Talabani seen here on Thursday talking with Deputy
Prime Miniter and Foreign Minister Tansu Giller as other officials and

joumalists look on.

TDN Ali Fuat Ulay

Talabani reaffirms
commitment to united
and democratic Iraq

By Saadet Orug / Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), on Thursday declared his dedication to the concept
of an independent, democratic and united Iraq, while reports have been
heard of autonomy talks between Baf'hdad and the PUK. The PUK

leader arrived in Ankara on Thursday

or a four-day visit of meetings.

He was reported to have met with U.S. officials in the morning,

although

U.S. Embassy in Ankara denied the report. Talabani

missed out on meeting U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert

Pelletreau, who left

ara on Wednesday after attending the third

round of northern Iraqi talks.

Travelling from Teheran, Talabani arrived in Ankara in the early
hours. He held talks with the General Staff and the Foreign Ministry,
as well as intelligence officials at the National Intelligence

Organization (MIT) centre in Yenimahalle. After having
funch with the British delegation, he met with Foreign
Minister Tansu Ciller in the residence of the Foreign
Ministry. Sinan Celebi. leader of the Turkmen Front,
was present for part of the meeting as well.

.Ci?lcr, Talabani and Celebi bricfed the press after the
meeting. Ciller declared that a controlling group, to also
include Turkmens, would be cstablished to solve the
dispute between the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
and the PUK.

Ciller also said the Iraqi Kurdish groups were ready to
cooperate with Ankara against the PKK, which they saw
as necessary for a lasting peace in the region.

In his speech, whereby Talabani complimented Ciller
and the Turkish ¢fforts in northern Irag, he also pointed
out that the PUK’s main goal was a united democratic
and independent Iraq. Referring to the situation of eth-
nic groups in Irag, formerly subject to Iraqi dictatorship,
the change in sentiment toward Baghdad could easily be

seen.

Talabani also clarified the Puk position on the “legiti-
mate security interests of Turkey” by saying, “We will
try to secure the border of Turkey. Our people do not
accept the existence of anyr military groups in Iraqi
Kur(gstan which are against Turkey.”

Celebi reported his pleasure that the two Kurdish

roups declared their confidence towards Turkmens.
§clc i also bricfed the reporters before leaving the resi-

ence while Ciller and Talabani did not answer the
questions.

Celebi, who attended to some part of the discussions,
said later to the reporters that the two groups were ready
to accept the mediation of Turkmens between KDP and
PUK. efemnﬁ to the two-day talks for northemn Iraq,
he told that a high coordination committee was estab-
lished for this task.

He briefed that at 16 points on the ceasefire line more
than 400 soldiers were to be placed, and three provinces,
which KDP put obstacles, were to be demilitanized.

These three points were told as Navdesh, Sakhlava
province and Salga. '

Diplomatic sources, who met with Talabani, com-
mented the TDN that despite all the efforts to mediate
between the PUK and the KDP, they got the message
that tthe KDP-PUK relations were still at a very tense
point. ' :
Same sources told the TDN that Talabani had to

‘come to Ankara a day later than expected though the

Lufthansa Airlines did not accept him for the reason that
he did not have German visa.

Talabani was in Iran since the weekend and was
expecting to be invited to Ankara.

elletreau invited the two Kurdish leaders to have

talks in Ankara last week by phone, before Washington
meetings about northern Iraq. Talabani, who will leave
Sunday, met with Onur Oymen, the undersecretary of-
the Turkish Foreign Ministry after the Ciller appoint-
ment as well.
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Whose gang is this?

B¥ M. Akif Beki
urkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- There are two mafias as well as two secret ser-
vices within the state of Turkey. The first is the so-called pro-
European gang, and the other is the pro-American one, accord-
1(%(19) a former officer of the National Intelligence Organization

An economics professor and retired branch chairman of MIT,
Mahir Kaynak has rcvealed a left-wing military intervention
attempt dated March 9, 1970.

He defines the gangs within the statc as extensions of the
blocs of the foreign sccret services. After taking. coup leaders,
including former General Cemal Madano®lu and army officers,

journalists and academicians to court, MiT disclosed Kaynak as

its spy within the junta. Although he resigned from MIT after.
the disclosure, he returned to the organization and became

branch chairman responsible for the foreign intelligence, a post °

from which he retired in'1980. Kaynak described the Madano®lu
junta as European backed despite public opinion that this junta,

as well as the left-wing movement supporting were Soviets pup-

pets.
According to Kaynak the clash between left-wing (socialist or

communist) and righ(-wing -

(multi-nationalist) move-
ments, and even the three
military coups.in Turkey
since World War II were
aspects of the conflict
between those blocs, the
Europeans, led by Germany
and France, and

“We have two mafias,
thank God. One is the so-
called pro-western gang,
and the other is pro-
American. These mafias
practice murdess in accor-
dance with the policies of
their supporters,” Kaynak
told the TDN.

merica.

Has MIT never
used Rights
to operation?
" Although MIT is an
important factor in illumi-
nating the mysterious mur-
ders blamed on state gangs,
Kaynak cautioned that first
people should ask which
ang it was, the pro-
merican or pro-European?
“The high-level directory
of MIT is out of this struc-
ture,” he said. “They are

only showing oft in’

Mercedcses, and are paying
attention to Angola, where

there are no Turkish spies,”

.he stressed.

According to him exten-
:sions of the blocs within
' MIT might involve criminal
"activities, but MIT cannot

be institutionally rclated to'the gangs. - -

However, saying that he has never seen or heard of a gan
member being used by MIT, like Abdullah Cath and his col-
leagues, whose identities were disclosed in the Susurluk crash,
Kaynak said that in the 1980s MIT began discussing Oﬁrational
rights. Kaynak went on to say “Originally, the duty of MIT is to

collect information, and there is no operation within this duty.

Contrary to its image within the public, MIT does not provoke
events for manipulation in the public, and it does not has gang
‘members. ‘

“But Iaccept that there might be someone personally involved
in criminal activities. MIT does not force anyone to commit a
crime, but it uses them to get information.

“Furthermore, many discussions happen time by time regard-
ing position of the organization (MIT) as that whether the MIT
should be contented with the espionage, or it should be involved
in the operations against enemies, as MOSSAD of Israel is.

This discussions came to the agenda along with the entry of

Hiram Abbas into the service, who was defending rights to oper-
ation for MIT.”

Who ignited the clash? '

During the 1980s there was a choppy period in MIT, because
of the demilitarization attempts. Former President Turgut Ozal,
the Prime Minister at the time, wanted to appoint a civﬁ under-
secretary to MyT, a position Abbas filled. '

Until this time, particularly duriqlg Siileyman Demirel’s
Prime Ministries through the 1970s, MIT was a sensitive issue to
the political powers and decisions. were made in accordance with
the wishes of the army, Kaynak said, and continued “This ten-
dency of involving in operations headed by Hiram Abbas and his
team, a;()‘peared in a certain period in which date also Abdullah
Catli and his friends were connected with the MIT. - .~

“Hiram Abbas has been specialized on the counter-espionage,
while became deputy undersecretary for a short time. . Mehmet

* Eymiir, the present branch chairman of the counterespionage

department in the MIT, was amongst Hiram Abbas’ team.”
Mehmet Eymiir went on duty when Abbas left the service, but
after a scandal Eymiir was forced from office in 1987 returning
later. “Eymiir is a good intelligence officer with great support in

“the service, whose father also

was been a member of MIT,”
said Kaynak. Abbas was killed
in a mysterious armed attack in

- Kadikoy.after leaviniMlT..
* . Meanwhile, MIT has become

a “key-position’ in illuminatin
the criminal activities whic
have resulted in dozens of mys-
terious murders, in which gangs
within the state were involved,
after the statements of Eymiir-to
the Parliamentary Investigation
Commission for the gangs.
Eymiir has confessed that
Catli was used by MIT for a cer-
tain time after 1982 during opet-
ations abroad. “But later we
noticed that Cath began to use
his connection with MIT for his
personal profits and involved in

criminal activities, we cut this

 relation,” Eymiir has said,

adding that later police organi-
zations — led by former Interior
Minister Mehmet Afar — began
to use him. ) '

Revaluating police operations
against to the criminal organiza-
tions through those years, and
positions of the police chiefs
who has been accused of back-
ing organized crime, Mahir
Kaynak said:

“I can say that no one who
related with the gangs even
within the police organization
tried to eliminate the mafia or
organized crime in Turkey, but
everyone tried to eliminate the
opponent crime organization in
order to gain the market of the

subject — ranging from drug smuggling traffic to the phony
money and extorting to tax — in favor of his own gang. .
“Therefore, to think as that, the state is not able to prevent this
terror of gangs despite to trying it, will not be correct. Because
continuations of this international forces backing gangs are with-

_in the state, even we learned that, the state officials who are

responsible for catching -gangs, were protector of these
angs.” ' B _

£ Finally, the arrest of the three special team members as sus-
pects of the Omer Liitfii Topal and MIT spy Tarik Umit mur-
ders, was allegedly conducted by MIT, which also has evidences
to proof relation between those suspects and the investigative
columnist Ugur Mumcu assassination held in 1993.

This is why, it is claimed that, the old clash between both can-
didates of MIT undersecretary Hiram Abbas and Nuri Giindes, is
still continuing between MIT officer Mehmet Eymiir, and former

police chief Mehmet Agar. -
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Gréve de la faim de centaines
de réfugiés kurdes turcs d'Irak

PARIS. Pour empécher Pévacuation forcée par le Haut-Commissariat des
Nations unies (HCR), vers la Turquie, de plus de 15 000 Kurdes turcs, réfu-
giés dans le nord de I'lrak depuis 1994, des centaines d’entre eux observent
deputs le 18 décembre une gréve de la faim, soutenus par des centaines de
membres du Comité du Kurdistan en Suisse. Selon Mehmet Bakd, respon-
sable, 2 Paris, du Centre d’'information du Kurdistan, proche du PKK (Part
des travaifleurs kurdes de Turquie), les réfugiés kurdes turcs ne veulent pas

rentrer en Turquie car ils craignent Ia répression et les sévices des autorités

turques.

Ankara, comme le HCR, considére que le camp d’Atroush, dans le nord de
Pirak, ot ces réfugiés ont été regroupés depuis 1995 sous la protection du
HCR, est devenu un antre du PKK, que les autorités pourchassent.
Or, précise M. Balkd, il s'agit de civils, pour la plupart des femmes, des
hommes et des vieillards, méme si 1a plupart ont un proche affilié au PKK.

TurkiSb Dai[y Neu)s SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1997

Trial of publisher,
translator dubbed
'an absurdist play'

Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- The senior advisor to the international
human rights organization, Human Rights Watch (HRW),
issued a statement Friday on the ongotng trial of publisher
Aysenur Zarakolu and translator Ertugrul Kiirkci.

The two are in court charged with “defamation and
belittling of the state security forces” following their work
on a Turkish language edition of the HRW Arms Project
report, “Weapons Transfers and Violations of the Laws of

ar in Turkey.” The statement by Jeri Laber compared
part four of the trial to “an absurdist play,” claiming that
the two defendants were “messengers twice removed”
from the phrase in the report that had caused the prosecu-
tion.

“Ms. Zarakolu and Mr. Kiirkcii did not write the report
in question,” the statement said, “they merely translated
and published in Turkey a report researched, written and
published by HRW more than a year ago.”

The report was released at a press conference in
Istanbul in November 1995, and its contents have been

widely quoted and discussed in the media in Turkey since
then.

However, according to the statement, “that was only
the beginning of the absurdity.” Laber claims that not
only did the two defendants not write the words for which
they are now being charged, but that neither did HRW.

reference in the report that forms the basis of the
prosecution referred to police special forces operating in
the South East as “thugs,” which, Laber claims, was a
quote from an HRW interview with an American official
at the U.S. Embassy in Ankara.

The statement went on to say that Zarakolu and
Kiirkeii’s case was not an isolated one, pointing out the
existence of Penal Code articles 155 (insulting the mili-
tary) and 312 (preaching ethnic or regional hatred),
Article 8 of the Anti-Terrorism Law, and the Law to
Protect Atatiirk as being often used arbitrarily and not
“reﬂecting the modern, hiberal society that Turkey strives
for today.” :

Laber further lgoinv:d out that the U.S. government was
fully aware of the case, and was sending an observer to
Friday’s trial, at which HRW itself would be represented.

Aysenur Zarakolu and Ertugrul Kiirkcii face prison
terms of between one and six years each.
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The mullahs’ balancefsheét

TO ITS swarming young, Iran’s 18-year-old Is-
lamic revolution looks middle-aged and med-
dlesome and muddle-headed. Two out of every
three Iranians were either infants when the revolu-
tion began, or were born after it replaced the mod-

ern ways the Pahlavi shahs had been trying to im- -
pose on an ancient civilisation with a no less-

arbitrary form of imposed religious fundamental-
ism. Without memory of what, to many of their fa-
thers, were the bad old days, and without experi-
ence of the adversities of the Islamic Republic's
early years, the young see their rulers out of histori-
cal context, and find them wanting.

Most western outsiders are even more critical,
pointing to the warts on the face of the Islamic Re-
public. These, indeed, are ugly, even putting to one
side the hard-to-prove charges that Iran is an inter-
national trouble-maker, perhaps international ter-
rorist. More sustainable are the complaints about
domestic policy. The revolution has run out of
steam. It enforces rules that intrude into private life.
Economic mismanagement, made more shambol-
ic by pervasive corruption, holds back economic
growth and investment. Everybody, it seems, is on
the take. People on small fixed incomes cannot
make ends meet. Political factions are confused: at
the top of the pyramid, nobody seems to be fully in
control. And the regime is a bully, sometimes a

cruel one. Half the population, women, are dis-

criminated against: the visible sign of this is the
hijab, the Islamic law that drapes women shape-
lessly from head to toe.

But this formidable list of blemishes tips the bal-

THE ECONOMIST JANUARY 18TH 1997

ance-sheet unfairly against the Islamic Republic.
Look, for a moment, at what Iran’s clerics had to
contend with as they took over a collapsed country
in 1979. The revolution’s early years were turbulent;
its misfortunes, some selfinduced but others

-cursed upon it, continued for a decade. The revolu-

tionaries had to perform to an untried script, writ-

ten as the play progressed, based on a concept that

had lain buried for centuries. Their only prompts
were the Delphic pronouncements of their august
leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

Most of the country’s professional talent de-
parted in despair in the early 1980s, joining the
once-wealthy elite in exile, as they saw the revolu-
tion that many of them had originally welcomed
hijacked by dogmatic clerics. The price of oil—on
which Iran, for all its talk of ending its dependency,
still wholly depends—collapsed. A savage little civil
war between Khomeini’s followers and the left-
wing Islamic Mujahiddin.led to a couple of devas-
tating bomb explosions that blew away many of the
revolution’s top leaders and some of its best. Iraq,
seizing its chance, invaded the new Islamic state,
starting a war that dragged on for eight brutal years
to no purpose whatsoever, costing Iran 1m lives.

" Notas bad as itwas

Against these huge disadvantages, the republic's
credits are respectable. Most of Iran’s discontented
young are betier off than their fathers were, and
their mothers too. Both boys and girls have a better
chance of surviving in the 1990s: infant morality
hasdropped from 104 per1,000in the mid-1970s to

There is more on
the credit side
than you might
expect, but Iran
remains a
troubled country
that needs to win
back the
confidence of its
young, says
Barbara Smith
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Not bad sodal indicators

Population
GDP per Life Adult with accessto  TVs per

Population person, PPP expecta liter: safe water, 100 people
1994, m 1994, $ 1993my 1993 1990-95, % 1992

25 per 1,000; life expectancy has risen from 55 to 68.
Literacy rates over the same period have gone from
under halfto around two-thirds, and are still rising;
the gap between urban and rural literacy is closing.

The new officials, many of them the sons of
peasants and small-time shop-keepers, are less in-
clined tostand on their dignity than the shah’s well-
bred townsfolk. They are more likely to go out to the
countryside (where about 40% of the population
still lives) to find out what needs doing, and try to
doit. And they have achieved a lot, often with quite
small projects. Even remote villages nowadays have
primary schools (separate ones for boys and girls),
paved roads and electricity, health and welfare cen-
tres, safe drinking water and often telephones.

The young have a better chance of getting edu-
cated (never mind for the moment the quality of
that education). Above all, prospects for girls have
improved. Middle- and upper-class women,
brought up in western ways, find the Islamic rules
absurd and degrading. But most women from poor
or traditional families were already wearing a
chador (a cloak, usually black, that goes over the
head and has to be clutched, inconveniently, under
the chin) and obeyed ancient rules. They are now
more likely to go to school and stay there; about
40% of the students in higher education are
women, and they are doing better at their studies
than men. Iranian women nowadays, despite Is-
lamic customs oppressively enforced by the state,
have more chance than they did of getting a job out-
side the home, competing with men professionally
and asserting their rights as individuals in the face
of their fathers’, brothers’ or husbands’ prejudices.

They also have more chance of keeping their
families to a reasonable size. In the revolution’s
early years, with the clerics calling on the popula-
tion to multiply, annual population growth hov-
ered just below the 4% mark. Towards the end of the
1980s the mullahs realised their mistake and
switched tactics. Parents were told that subsidised
health insurance and food would stop with the
third child. Condoms, pills and advice became
freely available, particularly in rural areas. The per-
suasion worked—or perhaps, in the recession, par-
ents persuaded themselves that they could not af-
ford more than two or three children. The birth rate
dropped, roughly by half—although with 65m peo-
ple (an informed guess, like most numbers in Iran),
there are still tm or so new Iranians every year.

All very well, say discontented Iranians. So now
we have roads and telecommunications, mecha-
nised farms and primary schools, health centres
and birth control, not to mention village women
who are asserting themselves. But this is no more
than our due as an oil-rich country with an ancient
history, a glorious culture and a well-educated elite,

geographically placed at the centre of one of the
world’s most strategic regions. We are not a third-
world out-of-the-way dump, to be patronised by
western newcomers. We want more than that.

With war and civil war long gone, a sort of calm
has descended on the country. A visitor, enjoying
tHe hospitality of the people and the beauty of the
country, can find Iran unexpectedly welcoming.
But peel back a layer or two of the surface calm, and
disorder lies below; a disorder that some Iranians,
prone to exaggeration, call anarchy. Fine, they say,
that the regime appropriated most of the wealth of
the shah's old cronies; not so fine that most of this
was passed on to the regime’s own cronies, a new-
rich class just as greedy and corrupt as the old aris-
tocrats. Real incomes have shrunk savagely, particu-
larly for the disappearing middle classes. With a
teacher's pay barely covering the rent of a room,
day-to-day living relies on dodgy improvisation.

Education is the pride of the revolution. But,
commendable though it is that the number of
places at colleges and universities has risen, Irani-
ans complain that there are still far from enough
(only about 10% of applicants can get in), the selec-
tion process is arbitrary and the quality of teaching
has deteriorated. Few graduates get the chance of
studying abroad, and books are hard to get hold of.

Fault can be found with most selection pro-
cesses. The Iranian one, called gozinesh, is peculiar
to itself. Would-be students (or would-be school or
university teachers) are rigorously quizzed to make
sure that they, and their families, respect Islamic
values. About 40% of higher-education places go to
“preferred” candidates, such as the children of
“martyrs” killed in the war with Iraq; a scattering of
places also goes to ambassadors and ministers,and
officials wanting to better themselves with a degree.

Moreover, once in, a student can all too easily be
thrown out again. A female student may be expelled
if she is caught laughing with an unrelated man—
supposedly a sensuous invitation to sin. And the
chances are that the universities will grow stricter:
the mullahs are searching for ways to impose yet
more academic “Islamisation”.

The things they cannotdo
Few of Iran’s boom-babies would welcome that:
they want education and jobs, houses and house-
hold goods. They are frustrated by not being able to
getwhat they want, and by the boundaries imposed
on their private lives. They cannot, without risk of
costly or degrading punishment, enjoy boyfriend-
and-girlfriend companionship, listen to pop
records, watch a western video, dance or have a
drink. Of course, like the young elsewhere, they
twist an easy, slippery way round the restrictions.
Even small children listen to pop on the Voice of
America, ringing up to ask for a tune to be played.
But the heavy hand of mosque-and-state is
there, a constant personal irritation. Iran’s young, at
least for the moment, seem less bothered by the po-
litical limits: they are not the shah’s students re-
born, burning with political dissent. Their com-
plaints are based in materialism more than in
ideology. All the same, a revolution that was spear-

headed by its young cannot, in its middle age, af-

ford to alienate its own children.
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The absolute power wer of the Leader
OR its first two years, Iran’s revolution was run  a post that had been held for eight years by Mir 'From Khomeini to
by a coalition of clerics and religiouss-minded  Hossein Mussavi, a skilful left-wing politician. Khamenei. not
laymen. Two such laymen, Mehdi Bazargan, leader =~ The much harder decision was the choice of suc- A
of the Freedom Movement, and Abolhassan Bani- cessor to Khomeini. Who indeed can succeed a Jorgetting
Sadr, were briefly prime minister and presidentre- near-god? In 1985 the Assembly of Experts (a clerical Rafsanj am

spectively. In 1981, the religious liberals were swept
aside by clerics bent on establishing the first purely
theocratic state, the first, some say, since the Golden
Age when the Prophet Mohammad brleﬂy ruled'in
Medina in the 7th century.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is based on the
concept of velayat-e fagih, the rule of the religious
jurist. The term emerged in lectures given by
Ayatollah Khomeini in 1969 in Iraq, and published
under that title. Any changes to Iran’s system of gov-
ernment, or any political differences between its
leaders, are contained within the framework of that
religious guardianship: society, in theory, is-orga-
nised according to divine law; the aim of all politi-
¢al action is the execution of God’s will.

Source of emulation :
By his learning, his leadership and his charisma,

Khomeini was indisputably qualified to be the.

vali-e fagih, the man designated as religious jurist,
his absolute authority derived from God. Also with-
out argument, he was a marja-e taglid; one of those
rare scholars who, in Shia Muslim tradition,
emerge as a “source of emulation”, an inspiration
to Shias everywhere. His position was not to be
challenged. From exile, first in Iraq and then in
France, the ayatollah had been the rallying point for
the anger that had built up against the shah’s
authoritarianism, his grandiose notions and his
closeness to the West. Khomeini returned to Iran in
February 1979, just after-the shah had fled, ready-
made as the leader to guide the new Islamic state
through dense virgin territory.

But Khomeini, known throughout Iran as the
imam (a title bestowed, by general consent, on a
very few revered figures), guided the state from on
high. He did not bother with day-to-day decisions,

but issued general orders and judgments. These -

were frequently ambiguous, even contradictory.
Their effect was to build up a system of informal
checks and balances that kept the country in a per-
manent state of flux.

On the ground, Hojatolislam (a step down from
an ayatollah) Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was

central to Iranian decision-making from the start.’

One of the cleverest politicians that Iran has known
this century, he was close to the imam, keeping a
finger in every pie (his family controls, among other
things, Iran’s profitable pistachio industry). He

could: be hardline-or moderate, as circumstances -

demanded, and for nine successive terms held thg

official position of Speaker of the Majlis (parlia-

ment). After Khomeini’s death in June 1989, Mr
Rafsanjani was an uncontroversial choice as presi-
dent. He was elected by 95% of the votes cast, and his
executive powers as head of government were
greatly increased by constitutional amendments
that included eliminating the prime ministership,

constitutional council) had designated Ayatollah

Hossein-Ali Montazeri, a learned and indepen- -

dent-minded cleric, asheir-apparent. But four years
later he spoke out against violations of Islamic jus-
tice, including mass executions, and was crossed off
the list. He remains a lurking, important presence
in Qom, Iran’s most holy city.

The candidate apparently favoured by the .

imam “himself was Hojatolislam Sayed Ali
Khamenei, Iran’s long-time president. But the
learned seminary teachers—the “white beards”—of
Qom and Mashhad (another holy city) did not con-
sider him worthy or. scholarly enough to be a
marja—and the constitution required that the
country’s leader should also have the supreme theo-
logical authority of a marja. So Mr Rafsanjani, a
born fixer and Mr Khamenei’s ally, arranged mat-
ters. The constitution was revised, separating the
two functions. And.the venerable experts swiftly
elected Mr Khamenei (now promoted to Ayatollah)
to the supreme post of Rahbar or Leader.

The -alliance between Leader and president
seemed solid—and vital to Mr Rafsanjani’s schemes

to open Iran’s closed economy to foreign ways and -

foreign investment, defying his fellow-clerics’ dis-
trust both of foreigners and of borrowing. But it has
not altogether worked out as Mr Rafsanjani
planned. Once in his exalted job, Ayatollah
Khamenei, an honest but not modest cleric, began
to swell to-ill it. He aspires to act like a marnja. As it

is, his post gives him extraordinary powers: not -

only are the most important appointments in his
gift buthe has the final word on all aspects of policy.

" He may not, as yet, have chosen to use this power

openly; he certainly exercises it subtly.
There are probably few ideological differences

Rafsanjani (left) has to look up to the Leader
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between him and Mr Rafsanjani. But Mr Khamenei
has become a rallying point for conservatives alien-
ated by the president’s attempts at reform. These in-
clude Tehran's powerful bazaaris, the traders who
feel that their economic and political privileges are
threatened by opening the economy to foreigners.
Together with the country’s conservative clerics,
they also fear that the social consequences of this
opening will pollute Iran’s Islamic purity.

Personal grievances may also have played a
part. When Mr Khamenei himself was president,
that office was largely ceremonial. Decisions, it is
said, were taken by Mr Rafsanjani and the prime
minister, Mr Mussavi, often without consulting
him. If this were true (and it has to be said that facts
are not easily extracted from the mists of [ranian
politics), he has had his revenge. However exercised,
his authority as Leader may have blocked both Mr
Rafsanjani and Mr Mussavi from competing in
next June's all-important presidential election.

Mr Rafsanjani’s re-election to a third successive
term as president would require a constitutional
amendment. Such amendments are made ail the
time, confirmed by easy referendum. But they need
the Leader’s nod, and this was not vouchsafed.
Acknowledging defeat, Mr Rafsanjani announced
in October that a constitutional change would not
be necessary: there were, after all, plenty of other

worthy candidates for the presidency. Whatever
happens, Mr Rafsanjani will remain influential.

Mr Mussavi's hopes for the presidency were
dashed in a similar way. The ex-prime minister was
in with a chance. He is still admired for the brisk-
ness with which he ran the economy during the war
with Iraq, never allowing Iran to fall into debt—in
marked contrast to what is happening now. He is
liked for being—again in contrast to some current
politicians—famously clean: an academic who re-
turned to his old life without fuss when the prime
minister’s post was abolished. Since he is also a left-
wing statist, opposed to the economic restructur-
ing, people struggling through the thickets of infla-
tion thought that he might somehow improve their
lot. But he, too, failed to get Ayatollah Khamenei’s
approval, and announced in the autumn that he
was not a candidate.

Mohammad Rayshari, a former prosecutor-gen-
eral, once head of Iran’s intelligence services, re-
mains in the race. Mr Rayshari is a throwback to
1979, a fierce defender of “Islamic values”, standing
firm against any cultural invasion from the West.
He is vigorously challenging the leading contestant,
Hojatolislam Ali Akbar Nateg-Noori, the current
Speaker of the Majlis, and getting a lot of media at-
tention. He would be a disturbing choice.

Mr Nateg-Noori is strongly supported by the

Combatant clergy and clerics

HE only political party that Iran

half-aliows is in loyal (but outspo-
ken) opposition. The late Mehdi
Barzagan’s Freedom Party is in
shadowland, not exactly legal but sort of
tolerated. Obstacles are putin its path: a
ban on meetings, and what amounts to
an Islamic selection board, frustrated its
candidates when they tried to take part
in last year's legislative elections; its
headquarters are closed; its newspaper
is banned. Its leader, Ibrahim Yazdi,
takes brave advantage of his singular li-
cence, obeying the Islamic Republic’s
laws but flailing its leaders for their fail-
ures, follies and iniquities.

Otherwise no parties, though Mr
Rafsanjani has hinted heavily that the
time for them could be on hand. The
original hold-all Islamic Republic Party
was humanely put to death in 1987,
when it could no longer accommodate
all its quarrelling factions. Now just the
factions remain. Some of them are al-
most as good as parties, with their own
newspapers and counted members in
the Majlis.

But not quite as good: the factions’
lack of programmes and status means
that, in the end, they are a muddle of
people pushing slogans for their own
ends. The arrangement has the advan-
tage, and the disadvantage, of fluidity:
the alliances divide and subdivide; the

political geography is wondrously
vague; when faction loyalties become
inconvenient, they can be forgotten.

The factions’ determination to
avoid labels that reflect western policies
has led to acompetition in Islamic belli-
cosity. When new alliances are created,
even the most secular try to attach
“Hizbullah”, or party of God, to their ti-
tles. The Militant Clergy JrRM) and the
Militant Clerics (MRM) compete, one
representing conservatives and the
other their left-wing economic oppo-
sites. The Followers of the Imam’s Line
is an overlapping alliance, a mixture of
radicalism, social conservatism and xe-
nophobia. The pragmatists—the offi-
cials, professionals and technicians
who, generally speaking, support the
economic changes that Mr Rafsanjani
has been trying to push through, mod-
estly call themselves the Servants of
Construction. “Liberal” is as demonised
atermin Iran as it is, from time to time,
in the United States.

Imprecise though it may be, itis sim-
pler to talk of conservatives, radicals
and pragmatists. Again imprecisely, the
conservatives favour a degree of eco-
nomic opening so long as it supports
the local interests that have done well
out of the closed economy. They also
want to enforce traditional religious re-
strictions on people’s private lives.

The radicals have tried, since the be-
ginning of the revolution, to redistrib-
ute incomes more fairly (though there
has been some redistribution, the main
change has been to whisk riches from
the shah’s friends to the clerics’). Their
call for social justice goes down well
with the poor; less so, their anti-western
obsessions and their social-religious
dogma. Yet, within the radical faction,
there are a number of people, grouped
round the newspaper Salam, who pur-
sue a more tolerant and open line.

The pragmatists, whose members
wane and wax, say that they want to
concentrate the country’s energies on
economic growth, encouraging exiles to
return and foreigners to invest as well as
to trade. They would probably lighten
social regulations as well as economic
ones, but very cautiously.

In the 1996 Majlis election, the radi-
cals and the pragmatists, who have little
in common except their dislike of con-
servatives, teamed up to diminish the
JRM’s majority in parliament (won in
1992) by about 20%. A similar alliance
could, conceivably, deny the presidency
to Mr Nateg-Noori, the conservatives’
candidate. But the presidency may turn
out to be too important for factional
bargaining. Iran with its active, regu-
larly elected Majlis is more of a democ-
racy than its Arab neighbours. But it is
not the Majlis or their factional leaders
who control the things that really mat-
ter. That would be far too simple.
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.the previous page suggests, ideolog-

most traditional and conservative
factions in Iran’s power structure.
If, as now tentatively predicted, he
becomes Iran’s next president, will
it mean a turning back from Mr
Rafsanjani’s bid to introduce eco-
nomic (and some social) change?
Not necessarily. For one thing, as
this survey will argue, these
changes do not, as yet, amount to
much. For another, as the box on

ical affiliations count for relatively
little in today’s Iran: what matters
are group and individual interests.

Mr Nateg-Noori was fiercely at-
tacked by the anti-conservative press at last year’s
Majlis election. But his instincts do not seem, in
Iran’s illiberal context, excessively hardline: as inte-
rior minister in the early 1980s he was against phys-
ically attacking women whose hijab was consid-

Which Nateq-Noori?

ered inadequate; and he was one of
the first to say that the government
should not actively pursue the
fatwa to murder the writer Salman
Rushdie. Some observers pro-
nounce him without vision; others
claim that he is one of Iran’s smart-
est politicians who has out-
manoeuvred all his rivals.

-Mr Nateg-Noori could turn out
a bit of a surprise. But two facts
about him seem well-established.
One is that he is backed by factions
whose instincts are hardline; much
the same groups, in fact,ashave ral-
. lied behind Ayatollah Khamenei.
The second is that he will not be, as Mr Rafsanjani
has been, a counter-balance to the Leader: whatever
Ayatollah Khamenei wants will be acceptable to Mr
Nateg-Noori. If he becomes president, the absolute
power of Iran’s Leader will be hard to challenge.

‘

Dual control

SK an Iranian official, even a junior minister,
what is going on and he is quite likely to an-
swer that “they” are doing this or that, rather than
“we”. The Islamic Republic has come to depend on
a system of parallel powers that keeps everybody,
government servants included, partly in the dark.
Most obscure is the identity of those who take the
decisions that count.

Almost every organisation has its shadow, and
the shadow is often the weightier of the two. The
army has the Revolutionary Guards, or pasdaran,
these days directed particularly towards civil un-
rest. The overstaffed, under-employed army, which
is only too glad to accept money instead of con-
scripts ($16,000 is the going rate for complete ex-
emption from national service), complained dur-
ing the urban riots of the early 1990s that shooting
at demonstrators was not its proper job. The
pasdaran and the basij (the volunteer militia who,
during the war, were sent in as human waves
against the Iraqi guns, or walked minefields to
achieve martyrdom) are thought more reliable.

The police and the komitehs (the dreaded
watchdogs guarding against unlslamic dress or sex-
ual or social hanky-panky) are now formally uni-
fied, though practice may be lagging behind. The
bullies who peer into cars to catch a sin, such as an
unrelated man and woman driving together (and,
more often than not, extract money from the sin-
ners) may be extremist squads, such as the Ven-
geance of God patrol. But they tend to be the sub-
contracted basij, since, in these post-war years of
high youth unemployment, teenagers are happy to
join the militia, acting as the clerics’ private army

In the countryside, the provincial governors, ap-
pointed by the Ministry of the Interior, are shad-
owed by the Friday prayer leaders, appointed by
Ayatollah Khamenei. Friday sermons, broadcast

_ from the mosques to the surrounding streets, are a

vital weapon in the political clergy’s armoury. In
the legal system, the courts are shadowed by the

revolutionary courts, where the judges are more
likely to be clerics than in the normal courts, and
where an appeal to the supreme court is not invari-
ably allowed. Any crime considered subversive,or a
challenge 10 the system, will be tried by the revolu-
tionary courts. It is they, for example, who will take
care of recalcitrant journalists.

The 270-member Majlis is officially shadowed
by the 12-member Council of Guardians, whose six
clerical members are appointed by the Leader. The
council has 1o pass all legislation coming from the
Majlis; before an election, it vets all would-be
Majlis candidates (in 1996 it turned down nearly
half of them). In the mid-1980s so many laws were
failing to get through that Khomeini established yet
another body, the Expediency Council, to arbitrate

between the Guardians and the Majlis. This, in fact,

has become a lawmaker of its own, charged with
political decisions “that cannot be solved through
regular channels”. It is also yet another tool for the
Leader, who convenes it and appoints its members.

The concept of parallel powers extends even
into the economy. The formal economy is matched

IRAN SURVEY

So many ways of
pulling strings

by the semi-governmental, semi-private, wholly -

mysterious foundations, or bonyads, that-are ac-
countable to nobody. The biggest of them, Bonyad-
e Mostazafan, or Foundation for the Deprived, with
holdings worth $12 billion, is second in size only to
the National Iranian Oil Company. It was set up in
1979 to manage the assets (and, in theory, hold them
in trust for the poor) of the shah and others who had
fled. It is run by an ex-bazaari vegetable seller who
rose to great military heights after the revolution.

And so it goes on, with a chaos of organisations

disguising the chain of command and making it
impossible for an ordinary citizen to follow up a
complaint. Many Iranians, made conspiracy theo-
rists by experience, believe that it is the intelligence
services themselves, quizzing and bugging and
checking, that really control their lives.

—n
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SURVEY IRAN

Saving the
revolution from
social corruption
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Bully-boys at work

IRAN is becoming socially less tolerant. reported
the UN’s special representative on Iranian hu-
man rights in October 1996; it was not very tolerant
in the first place. Canada’s Maurice Copithorne
listed some of the devices that the government and
its thugs have been using in the name of combating
“social corruption” and “decadent westernisa-
tion”. They include the disruption of meetings and
lectures; closing of newspapers and punishment of
their editors; and a vicious prime-time television
programme that denounces independent-minded
academics and writers as foreign spies, showing
their faces fading into a dollar bill.

One step forward, two steps back, say Iranians
of their rulers’ human-rights record over the past
few years. Yet the savagery of the revolution’s early
years, when political executions could be counted
in the hundreds, is long gone. Now the regime,
mindful that public stoning or lashing or hanging
does nothing for its image, keeps the numbers
down, at least in places where the press is likely to
notice. In any event, in these hard-up times, the au-
thorities are usually only too happy to accept a hefty
fine, if the sentenced man or woman can raise it, in
lieu of the prescribed physical punishment. White-
collar crime is nearly always settled that way. A
poor burglar is more likely to have his fingers cut
off. The law on Islamic punishments is specific; for-
tunately the Iranian constitution allows judges to
take it as a guide only.

Décourager les autres
Nevertheless, reports Mr Copithorne, “the punish-

‘'ment regime in [ran would seem to have been sig-

nificantly toughened.” Some 66 people, he says,
were executed between January and August 1996,
far more than the year before. At least two people
were stoned to death and 13 executions took place
in public. The charges, apart from common crimes
and drug trafficking, included adultery, spreading
corruption on earth, and espionage. One man was
executed for, inter alia, talking to a UN delegation.
Is the Islamic Republic’s abuse of human rights

worse than that of the shah's regime before it? In the
shah’s days, according to popular legend, one out of
every three Iranians was reporting for Savak, the se-
cret service. Now, as visitors to Iran discover to their
pleasant surprise, the streets are lively and friendly:
peeople seem to feel free to talk and to criticise, to
grumble about mismanagement and corruption
even to foreigners, to make jokes about ministers
and mullahs—though not about the Leader (subver-
sive talk about him could rate the death penalty).

Yet, say these brave critics, the regime’s secret
agents are growing more pervasive, spreading into
the middle classes, including the 4m or so exiles
abroad, many of whom want their property back
and are therefore thought open to suggestions of
turning informer. And the activist opposition—the
Mujahiddin in Iraq and Paris, rebellious Kurds, dis-
sident members of the Sunni minority—are pur-
sued, often brutally.

Iran usually treats its indigenous religious mi-
norities—Christians, Zoroastrians, Jews—reason-
ably well. But it can be brutal to evangelical Chris-
tians: a couple of years ago several Assembly of God
priests were mysteriously murdered. And the re-
gime remains unremittingly savage towards the un-
happy Bahais who, charged with apostasy, face the
death sentence, and often receive it.

Everyone has tales of people whom the regime
considered inconvenient and who have simply
vanished. Suspect Iranians, which includes most of
the middle-class, middle-aged academics and writ-
ers who stayed on after the revolution, know that
they perform largely on sufferance, constantly
watched and listened to. In rather kindly fashion,
the bugging system tends to employ paralysed or
disabled veterans of the war with Iraq.

Iranians can talk in private as much as they like,
but they are in trouble if they write their views
down, pass them on to the young, or express them at
formal gatherings. Newspapers are self-censored,
many of them bland, criticising only what is per-
missible—politicians, for instance, are fair game.
The better ones wriggle round the unwritten rules,
stimulating debates among their readers. Small-cir-
culation magazines, written for intellectuals, are
bolder but swiftly smacked down, often by having
their subsidised paper stopped. Their staff may be
punished, sometimes brutally. The editor of one
magazine, Gardoun, escaped to Germany after be-
ing sentenced to prison and a lashing; the editor of
Adineh disappeared, mysteriously, for a time.

College lecturers who question accepted doc-
trine—above all, the political role of the mosque—
may be fired or have their teaching disrupted by
rent-a-crowd gangs. And people who get together to
discuss this or that are careful to make the gather-
ings informal, often inviting a member of the estab-
lishment to allay suspicion.

To get a book published in the Islamic Republic
calls for remarkable determination and patience.
The manuscript has to be handed to the Ministry
for Islamic Guidance, which assigns it to a commit-
tee, often not a particularly literate one, to decide
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whether it is politically correct. There it joins a
queue of thousands. The committee, when it gets
round to reading it, may jib not only at a book’s
general thesis or tone but at phrases that could have
a sexual or forbidden connotation: one writer re-
ports that his character was not permitted to have a
“desire” for anything. The business of waiting, argu-
ing and rewriting may take two years or more.

Condemned to watch the mullahs

The shah’s regime, for all its faults, left people’s pri-
vate lives alone. The Islamic Republic meddles
without cease, bringing down an avalanche of frus-
tration and irritation. Take just one example: televi-
sion. This is important; there is a shortage of other
things to do in free time, and an even greater short-
age of money to do them with. But Iranian televi-
sion is abysmal, patronising and male-dominated:
endless religious programmes, Islamically correct
soap-operas, sentimental scenery. So most people

turned to satellite, with its wide choice of channels.

In 1995 the Maijlis, determined to prevent creep-
ing westernisation and outraged by the soap-operas
coming out of lIranian stations in California,
banned the use of satellite dishes, and the police
enforced the ban. The fines for using a dish are so
heavy—im rials (about $250) for a first offence, five
times as much for a second—that few but the weli-
off are prepared to take the risk.

‘After letting people relax for a bit, the police
swoop. In theory, they are not allowed to enter a
home without a warrant. In practice, when they ar-
rive, armed with information supplied, perhaps, by
a neighbour, asking with intimidating politeness to
be let in, few householders have the nerve to turn
them away. And once in, what other forbidden ob-
jects might they not discover? Playing cards, per-
haps, or, worst of all, alcohol. Bad luck for the house-
holder who has not got enough dollars or rials to
persuade the visitors to look the other way.
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HE Taleban, say the Iranians smugly, are giving
Islam a bad name. Indeed, the Afghan Islamists’
strictures on women—no education, no jobs out-
side the home—make Iran seem a feminist's para-
dise. Iranian women, insist complacent Iranian
men (and quite a few of its women too), can do any-

- thing they wish to do—so long, that is, as they are

modestly dressed.

Up to a point. Compared with Arab women in
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states; Iranian women
are doing well. Some 95% of little girls go to primary
school. Older girls have a smaller chance than boys

of getting higher education, but the gap is closing. -

They are doing well in technical schools and col-
leges. They can, at least in theory, go into most jobs
and professions. Even “Islamic” women are becom-
ing more conscious of their rights, making headway
in various directions, including journalism.

There is none of that Saudi nonsense about not
being allowed to drive or vote. Women can stand
for parliament; indeed, one of them (well, she was
Mr Rafsanjani’s daughter) last year garnered more
votes than anyone except Mr Nateg-Noori. They are

masters in the home, with the confidence to control -

their men and the future of their children. _
But there are snags. Women, worth less than
men under Islamic law, do not get equal rights over
travel (a wife cannot go abroad without permission
from her husband), inheritance, divorce or custody

of their children, and much else besides. Women -
who offend against Iran’s Islamic mores can be sub-’
_jectto vile treatment. And the obsession with mod-

est dress, or hijab, is an abiding bore: .

To start with the last. Traditionally raised Ira-
nian women often wore the chador in public but
now it, or a loose coat and a headscarf (or a
magnaeh, a square of black cotton with a hole for
the face) is enforced wear for all women and girls
over nine at all times except in the home. The cover-

ing, intended to protect women from male lust; -

does make it easier for a young female towalk down
a street in Tehran than one in Rome or Cairo, but

Behind the chador

not all of them would be grateful for that. In theory,
women are not supposed to wear make-up or show
alock of hair or a bare ankle. In practice, the scarves
slip backwards, the lipstick shines brighter and the
coats grow shorter in between swoops by the moral-
ity police. But in the end the swoop always comes.
The hijab regulations may be trivial, but they are
infuriating for women not brought up on them. A
woman publisher working in her office slips her

Assertiveness training

Fighting back,
against the law
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scarf on and off depending on signals from her
doorbell; a woman lawyer says that for years the
tent-like covering made her feel a lesser person; a
Tehran housewife can barely bring herselfto go out-
side her own door.

The regime’s protective eye on its women,
whether modestly clad or not, can occasionally ex-
tort terrible punishment. Assume the worst: a
young woman is found in a “compromising” situa-
tion with an unrelated man, perhaps driving out of
Tehran together. Both young people are arrested
and their parents summoned. The woman may be
examined to see if she is virgin. If she is not, the un-
fortunate couple may be forced to marry.

His better half

The law is not on women’s side. Some [slamic laws
are open to modern-day interpretation; others are
not. The discrimination that makes a woman half
the value of a man is set in holy script: her testi-
mony is worth halfa man’s; as the victim of a crime,
she gets half the damages. A Muslim woman may
not marry a non-Muslim man, though the reverse
can happen.

The rules governing marriage and divorce allow
a certain flexibility. A Muslim man can divorce his
wife simply by saying that he wants to. An Iranian
woman can, in theory, write into her marriage con-
tract that she too has an absolute right to a divorce,
without providing reasons. But to do that, she
would need to be a steely person, and her husband-

to-be, and the male members of her own family,
would have to be exceptional.

Short of that, the standard Iranian marriage
contract, its flowery decorations notwithstanding,
contains a series of bleakly practical clauses about
marital breakdown and divorce, each one of which
the bride and bridegroom have to read and sepa-
rately sign. If a husband divorces his wife when she
has done nothing wrong, he must pay her half his
wealth. If a husband behaves so badly that his wife
cannot continue her life with him, she may get a
divorce. If he gives her no money; if he is mad; ifhe
does something immoral in the eyes of Islam; if af-
ter five years he cannot produce a child...the
clauses continue, suggesting that wronged women
can get redress.

The contract is fine, say Iranian lawyers, but its
translation into legal practice is not. When a
woman tries to implement a clause in her marriage
contract, she is likely to find the judge’s sympathies
on her husband’s side. He will demand an unrea-
sonable standard of proof of his bad and her good
behaviour, calling on her to try again. Why? For a
start, the judge will be a man. After the revolution,
Iran’s women judges lost their jobs. A bill to restore
them is still stuck in the Majlis. Some qualified fe-
male judges have, after a struggle, been allowed to
become expert counsels to a judge, but the final'
judgment remains his. Not until [ranian women
become judges will legal wrongs against women
start turning to rights.

—
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Friends and foes

How Iran sees itself
in the world

IRAN, says its deputy foreign minister, Abbas
Maleki, is at the cross-roads of the world. In his
elegant office, in the former foreign-ministry club
where the shah’s men in their day were sporting
with blondes in the swimming pool, he draws cir-
cles, indicating his country’s foreign-policy prior-
ities. First, the great band of neighbours: the
Caucasus, Central Asia, the Gulf states, Afghanistan
and Irag. Second, the Islamic world, South-East
Asia, Russia. Third, the developing world and, only
after that, “the countries that can cover our needs”.

You can set your watch by the flag-buming

That puts an uppity western world in its place on
the far edge of an outer circle.

Yet, despite their preoccupation with their
neighbours, their hopes of trade with the ex-Soviet
empire, and with all due respect to the Islamic
world, Iranians remain obsessed with the United
States. The most visible sign of this obsession is the
ritual demonstration, and flag-burning, outside the
“den of espionage”, the former American embassy
in Tehran, now a training school for the Revolu-
tionary Guard’s air force. But, in these more languid
times, the ritual is performed largely by bused-in
children, glad of a day away from the classroom.

More genuine is ordinary Iranians’ curiosity
about the United States. Are talks, they ask, really
going on to improve relations? Rumours circulate
of secret negotiations in The Hague, Germany, Tur-
key.On a mundane level, Iranians smoke American
cigarettes and drink Coca-Cola or Pepsi. There is an
insatiable hunger for dollars. And now and then, in
conversation, the question pops up:how cana man
learn English and get himself to America? Would
England, by any chance, be a stepping-stone?

The regime’s leaders, for their part, are obses-
sively alive to American pressure: America’s mili-
tary presence in the Gulf (which even the shah
would never have allowed); its economic sanctions
against Iran; its accusations and its propaganda.
This degree of hostility, say some dissident Irani-
ans, helps the regime to survive from year to year, if
not on a war-footing, at least on a crisis-footing. It
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can present itself as a buttress, essential if Iran is to
withstand the American bullying.

America’s suspicion of Iran has long had an
emotional edge, as though the Islamic Republic had
never been forgiven for taking American hostages
captive in 1979, or for other unsavoury hostage-
dealings in the mid-1980s. But relations reached a
new nadir when Bill Clinton decided to take on the
“rogue state” that he has described as “a threat .. . to
the entire region and the world.”

In 1993 the administration came up with a pol-
icy, directed at both Iran and Iraq, which it called
“dual-containment”: this was designed to exert eco-
nomic and political pressure on both countries, in-
cluding the use of covert C1A operations. In 1995 the
president imposed a ban on all American trade
with and investment in Iran (despite the blustering,
trade relations had flourished, with American oil
companies the largest purchasers of Iranian oil and
with one of them, Conoco, planning to invest
heavily in Iranian oil exploration). The next year,
sanctions were imposed on foreign companies that
invest significantly in Iranian oil. But by the time
Mr Clinton was re-elected in November 1996, his
attempts to make Iran change its spots had so
clearly failed that he was expected to rethink the
containment policy in his second term.

The accusations, however, continue; disturbing,
if true. Iran is charged with sponsoring interna-
tional terrorism, destabilising other countries in
the region and rearming itself with weapons of
mass destruction, including the potential for nu-
clear arms. Is it guilty? No straight answer, least of
all on that crooked subject, terrorism.

Iran supports the Hizbullah in Lebanon, but
they are terrorists only in Israel’s eyes; it also, with
other Muslim countries, supports Islamist groups
in Palestine and elsewhere. It has done, and may
still be doing, worse things. It is suspected, without
as yet any proof, of being involved in the car-bomb
murder of American servicemen in Saudi Arabia: it
denies this. For certain, it intimidates its own peo-
ple (and sometimes foreigners too, as in the case of
Salman Rushdie, a British Muslim writer) regard-
less of where they happen to be. That terrorist
charge will be dramatically strengthened—and rela-
tions between Iran and Germany shattered—if the
German court now trying two men for the murder,
in Berlin in 1992, of three Iranian Kurdish dissi-
dents and their translator finds that it was the top
men in the regime who ordered the killings.

Trouble all around
In the immediate post-revolution years, Iran spread

its Islamic message with proselytising zeal. This zeal

has long evaporated. Nowadays, Iran wants stabil-
ity on its borders. It wants markets for its oil and gas
and anything else it can sell. And it wants to avoid

trouble that might spread an irredentist infection .

to its own ethnic minorities: the Azeris, Kurds, Ar-
menians, Baluchis, Turkmens and Arabs who live.
on the country’s periphery. Some Kurdish areas are

already out of the government’s control, at least by -
night; Baluchistan, the fiefof unchallengeable drug-

traffickers, is a law unto itself.

Iran, therefore, has been extra careful not to sup-
port secessionist movements such as the Muslims
in Tajikistan or the Azeris in Azerbaijan. It is anx-
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ious not to offend Russia. It has sponsored peace
bids in Afghanistan partly because it fears an exten-
sion of Pakistani-Saudi-American  influence
through the Taleban, partly because it would like
Afghan co-operation in controlling drug smuggling
across the 60okm (375-mile) border.

Iran has no love, and little respect, for the Arab
Gulf states, but no wish for a quarrel either. With its
strong sense of its own importance, it is not in-
clined to treat Saudi Arabia as a serious country: too
backward, and an American proxy. The anti-Saudi
demonstrations by Iranian pilgrims during the haj
have become even more meaningless than the ritu-
al dance on America’s flag. Though Iran remains
virulently opposed to any Middle Eastern peace
with Israel, the Israeli-Palestinian deal (so long as it
lasts) has knocked the heart out of that campaign.

Iran’s rearmament, after its huge losses in the
war with Iraq, is modest compared with what is go-
ing on in neighbouring states. With no hard cur-
rency to spare and, as yet, no domestic arms indus-

“try of consequence, Iran’s military budget is roughly

one-sixth of Saudi Arabia’s and half Israel’s. Mili-
tary spending‘accounts for about 2% of gross do-
mestic product, compared with 17% in the last days
of thé shah. Iranians, who criticise their govern-

ment on almost every score, do not berate it for

wasting its wealth on military toys.

The conventional build-up, replacing obsoles-
cent American and British aircraft with Russian
MiG-29s and su-24s, and creating a coastal fleet of
submarines and fast patrol boats (largely with Chi-

na’s help), is nothing to worry about. Iran’s uncon-

ventional ambitions are less reassuring—and, in-
deed, are the main reason for America’s attempts to
get its allies t0 join it in economic sanctions.

" Iran suffered severely during the war both from
Irag’s long-range ballistic weapons; fired at its cit-

les,and from chemical weapons. 1t does not want to

be caught napping again. It has bought long-range
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How not to attract
investment

missiles from North Korea. And although in 1993 it
signed the Chemical Weapons Convention, calling
for a prohibition of such weapons, it may be keep-
ing that questionable option open.

Is it planning a nuclear bomb? Maybe, but most
experts agree that any such plans will take many
years to be implemented. Iranians have the basic
skills and they believe that, as a first-class power,
they should be no less well-armed than, say, Paki-
stan or India. Above all, they crave the muscle to
make America, lurking in the Gulf, think again. But,
fortunately for the world’s safety, nuclear weapons
cost a lot and money is short.

Openly, Iran is trying to revive the shah's peace-
ful nuclear-power programme by persuading Rus-
sia to complete the unfinished nuclear reactors at
Bushehr that the Germans began for the shah. The
deal has been stalled for the best part of a year, ap-
parently because of financial troubles, perhaps be-
cause of American pressure. Iran has also signed
contracts with China on nuclear co-operation, and
has its own small research stations. Its declared
hope is eventually to produce about 20% of its elec-
tricity from nuclear plants. Observers point out
that, if Iran simply wanted the most cost-effective
energy policy, it would be better off spending the
money on doing more to rescue its neglected
oilfields and exploit its vast gas reserves.

The need, as Iran sees it, to counter American
persecution colours its approach to other countries,
particularly in Europe. Its “critical dialogue” with
the European Union on human rights is useful to
Iran both for balancing America and for keeping

open the door to European trade and investment;
what the European negotiators have got out of it is
less clear. The dialogue, they suggest, has made Iran
less nasty than it might otherwise have been; but
they have signally failed to extract a clear written
commitment from the Iranian government that it
will not encourage its people to murder Salman
Rushdie. Iranians in the street groan over Mr
Rushdie, even try to make a joke of the issue; offi-
cials refuse to acknowledge the outrageousness of
the continuing fatwa.

Iran’s economic hopes depend on attracting Eu-
ropean and Asian investment. But the Islamic re-
gime is schizophrenic about such investment: the
revolution set out to end dependence on foreigners.
So, perhaps with relief, the policy-planners return
to Mr Maleki's first circle, stressing Iran’s impor-
tance as a regional power. Iran’s cultural influence
in the Caucasus and Central Asia goes back for cen-
turies, but its political and economic influence has
been greatly strengthened by the break-up of the So-
viet empire.

The Iranians are not presenting themselves as
military boss: the stress is on Iran as a trading cen-
tre. A glance at the map shows that the Islamic Re-
public is indeed central. The old land routes, the
ancient silk roads, are re-emerging. And when Ja-
pan wants to sell things to the Caucasus, by what
route does it send them? By sea to an Iranian port
and then overland, across Iran, by rail or road. The
possibilities excite Iranians, happy to turn their
eyes to a more inviting prospect than those fussy
“countries that can cover our needs”.
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Hard times

HE news may be lost on an Iranian manipulat-

ing two or three jobs to keep his family’s head
above water, but the Iranian economy is doing
rather well. Even without the boost in oil prices,
which should give Iran an extra $2 billion in hard
currency in the financial year ending on March
20th 1997, the central bank is able to reel off a long
list of good-housekeeping points. .

Economic growth in the current year is forecast,
by the central bank, at 5.5%, but this is generally con-
sidered too rosy. The bank recently downgraded its
claim of 4.5% growth in 1995-96 to 4.2%, still mark-
edly higher than outside estimates (see chart). With
official imports sharply restricted (although any-

o fz In |u |8 |8

thing can be smuggled in) and foreign credit still
hard to get, the current-account surplus for 1996-97
is expected to be just under $6 billion. The hated
foreign debt—short-term letters of credit secured in
the early 1990s to finance long-term projects—is
still around $25 billion, but it is being paid off in
textbook fashion. Investment, claims the bank, is
23% of gross domestic product. Annual inflation, it
says, is running at about 27%, which may not sound
very impressive; but last year it was nearly twice
that, and the year before that, according to unof-
ficial bank estimates, it was 7% a month and rising.

The Islamic Republic’s first five-year plan (1989-
94) established most of the infrastructure for
growth. The country had suffered horribly over the
past decade: the revolution, the war, the collapse of
oil production and prices, and the sharp popula-
tion growth between them had caused income per
head to drop by 45%. Under the plan, heavy indus-
try, communications, roads, power (Iran now ex-
ports electricity) and schools began to be put in
place. The second five-year plan (ending in 1999)
will continue the work of the first, setting out to ex-
pand non-oil production and exports but continu-
ing to be driven by Iran’s oil, which still accounts
for well over 80% of its export earnings.

Since the early 1990s, by when Mr Rafsanjani
had established his authority as president, Iran has
voluntarily adopted the principle of the IMFs
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Thirsty for consumer goods

restructuring rules, albeit without asking for 1MF
loans in return. Its liberalisation programme fol-
lows conventional lines: privatisation, deregula-
tion, cutting subsidies, devaluation, encouraging
foreign investment. But their model, said Iranians,
was China: an economic opening without a politi-
cal one. Look, after all, at what happened to poor Mr
Gorbachev when he introduced glasnost on top of
perestroika.

Sotherelran is, a large, oil-rich country, its infra-
structure now mostly in place, with a market of 65m
respectably well-educated people hungry for con-
sumer goods. It is geographically central to a region
of growing importance. It is developing and re-
forming its economy. It is politically stable (or at
least nobody is keen on the idea of another revolu-
tion). Time for take-off in the next couple of years?

What went wrong

. Maybe not. For a start, Iran’s economic opening is

more myth than reality. Not enough foreign invest-
ment is coming in to make a difference. The rial’s
artificially high exchange rate, after some yo-yoing,
has discouraged non-oil exports. Import restric-
tions, by keeping out foreign machinery, are exacer-
bating low productivity in the country’s non-oil in-
dustries. American sanctions, scornfully dismissed
by Iranians, may be having a psychological effect.
Privatisation, say Iranians, was a bad joke. The

-few profitable bits of government enterprises that

were put on offer—seldom more than a third of any
company—were quickly gobbled up by friends or
relations of the new elite. Other offers, potentially
available to anybody, turned out to be indigestible:
wildly overstaffed state-owned firms that required

* new private owners to apply restrictive labour laws
© to the letter. At the end of it all, some 86% of Iran’s
" GDP still comes from . government-owned busi-

nesses. And even of the 14% apparently in the pri-
vate sector, the larger part is the domain of the
bonyads with their massive, accountable-to-no-
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body, mafia-run empires. .

The subsidised price of petrol, bread, gas, elec-
tricity and other essential goods and services re-
mains very low. The petrol price was raised from 50
rials a litre t0 130 rials over two years, but that still
amounts to only two or three cents. With rice scarce
and unsubsidised, poor Iranians have reluctantly
switched to'bread as their staple food. Economists
fantasise about ending subsidies and targeting the
poor directly but this does not seem, at present, a
risk the regime will take.

Deregulation is no less mythical: you are look-
ing ata government thatlast year alone issued more
than 250 regulations on imports and exports.
Would-be investors say the problem is not so much
that there are too many rules, but that the rules keep
changing at the whim of ministers. The two dozen
ministries do not co-ordinate with one another.
Deep down, those investors-in-waiting say, the Is-
lamic Republic cannot make up its mind whether it
really wants foreign investment or not.

A foreign-investment law is stalled in the Majlis.
Even were it passed, potential investors doubt
whether it would do any good. The rules on invest-
ment, they say, are not observed. In theory inves-
tors, as long as they register their companies prop-
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erly, are guaranteed that they can repatriate their
capital and profits. In reality, the combination of a
laborious bureaucracy and the need to hand out
baksheesh at every turn makes doing business in
Iran, says one disillusioned foreigner, like coping
with the combined bad habits of the old Soviet
Union and the new Nigeria.

Notatall, say the Iranians. So long as a foreigner
sticks to the rules, he should find everything in or-
der. The reason that foreign investment is proving
difficult to attract, they insist, is a “hostile political
environment” that presents [ran as an unsafe place
to put money into. Well, there is truth to that. It does
not need America’s propaganda machine to make
Iran seem a politically unsafe place, but it helps.
The direct effect of American sanctions is that Iran
has to pay more for oil-related spare parts; instead
of buying the equipment direct, it often has to get it
through third parties with half-a-dozen commis-
sions being added. And sanctions are making some
European and Asian companies think again.

A nation of traders

Foreign investment is vital because local capital is
neither sufficient nor forthcoming. Local investors
prefer to put their money into real estate: construc-
tion, in the smarter bits of town, is booming. Irani-
ans by tradition are traders, looking for a quick re-
turn, not a long-term investment. On top of this,
Iran, unlike China, has been ambivalent towards its
wealthy exiles. China welcomed back the overseas
Chinese, returning confiscated plants, helping the
returnees to invest and to set up joint ventures. Iran,
though tolerant enough towards families coming
back for a visit or a look, has made it difficult, slow
and expensive for its exiles to recover their former
wealth; they have to bargain, filling lawyers’ pock-
ets, in order to get some of their property back in
return for shedding the rest.

Iranian exporters curse the new foreign-ex-
change rules that decree that $1 is worth 3,000 rials
when, everywhere in Iran outside officialdom, it is
worth around 4,500 rials (except, that is, for the spe-
cially subsidised essential imports, largely con-
trolled by the lucky bonyads, when it is worth only
1,750 rials). The rial has shot all over the place; at
onetime, in the 1980s, ithad a dozen or so values. In
1994 Iran’s rulers tried for a unified rate, letting it
find its own value. But they lost their nerve when it
went into free fall, losing about 70% of its value in a
year. At that point the central bank stepped in with
its “anchor policy”, establishing an ofhcial rate.

Exporters have other complaints. They object,
forinstance, to the rule that says their hard-currency
earnings must be deposited in the central bank,
and released only after six months or so, either in
rials or in dollars if they can prove that they need
hard currency for imports. The authorities claim
that the exporters had been cheating. The carpet ex-
porters, a powerful mafia that controls Iran’s most
important non-oil export (with pistachio nuts com-
ing a poor third), became so enraged by the regula-
tions that for a time they held their products back
from the market—which anyway is flooded.

Low productivity and low capacity utilisation is
the curse of Iranian manufacturing. Average capac-
ity utilisation is said to be 65%, but the big indus-
tries central to the five-year plans—petrochemicals,

A benevolent eye on commerce

steel, cement—pull the average up. Petrochemicals,
with two new big complexes in Khorasan and Ta-
briz, are Iran’s non-oil export hope for the future; at
present most of the industry’s output is snapped up
by the home market.

Even within Iran’s oil industry, on which the
country’s hopes depend, there are problems. A
French oil group, Total, together with Malaysia’s
Petronas, is helping to develop two offshore oil and

gas fields, in a deal that is not an investment (and -

thus does not fall foul of American sanctions) but
will give them 50% of the take. The onshore fields,
however, call out for better maintenance. As for gas,
Iran has the second largest reserves in the world, but
they are under-exploited, both for the domestic
market and for export. Hence the importance of last
year's $23 billion gas deal with Turkey.

Hollow factories

In some of the smaller factories, three-quarters of
capacity lies idle. Why? Home demand is there, and
growing. Iran’s boom-babies already want more
than their fathers or mothers ever had.

Import controls are part of the problem. Iranian
industries are seldom self-sufficient, most of them
depending on imported capital equipment. When
imports are stopped or delayed by the need for per-

mits and licences, or shoot up in price because they -

have been smuggled in from Dubai, a business is
reduced to a crawl. But this is not the only reason.
Highways leading out of Tehran are lined with
factories producing everything from cars to sham-
poo. Some are doing well. Iran’s ubiquitous Paykan
(the long-vanished British Hillman Hunter) copes
sturdily—if noisomely—with the capital’s appalling
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driving conditions. The country’ s private entrepre-
neurs are a vigorous lot, many making a go of small
concerns—especially when they employ Afghan or

Iraqi labourers at slave prices.

But many of the factories, most of them owned
either wholly or in part by the government, turn out
tobe hollow. The facades look fine but there is noth-

ing much behind them except rusting machinery,
men taking a break, or even kids playing football.
The managers, paid a governmentsalary that barely

keeps them in Islamic beer, are off to their second,

or third, or subsequent, jobs—and so, if they can
find the private work, are their staff.

THE ECONOMIST JANUARY 18 TH 1997

HE average take-home pay of an Ira-
nian working for the government
(which about half of urban dwellers do)
is not enough to cover the average fam-
ily’s food and rent. So do most Iranians
and their families sleep in the streets

and live on subsidised bread alone?
They do not. Even the poorest quarters
of the big cities look pretty neat. In con-
trast to New York or London, nobody
sleeps rough, and there are few beggars.
In the shops in south Tehran’s shabbiest
districts, fruit and vegetables. are over-
flowing the shelves. Qutside the.towns,
too, life seems far from intolerable: peer
into the kitchen of a modest village
house, and you may be startled by the
gleam of electrical appliances.

How do Iranians manage? Charity,
and extended families, play their part:
in their social relationships, if not in
their politics or their driving, Iranians
are an unusually gentle people. Beyond
that, whether poorly paid or not, most
Iranian men are cogs in the great wheel
of the country’s underground economy.

Less so Iranian women. Though edu-
cation and poverty have, together, made
women readier than they were in the
shah’s time to contribute to the house-
hold budget, most of them still find
their homes, husbands and children
enough for them to cope with. This is
changing, but slowly.

Making ends meet

Iranian men often have two or three ex-
tra jobs in addition to their official one,
and may earn more from them than
from their main job. A university profes-
sor, getting paid 500,000 rials (about
$110 at the official rate) a month, can
hope, with private teaching, supervising
theses and doing some research for a
government ministry, at least to treble
his salary.

A retired army general may have to
hobble along on 170,000 rials a month.
A primary schoolteacher, who is among
the new really poor (along with the re-
tired), may start off at 120,000 rials, or
about $25 a month. A two-room apart-

ment costs at least 200,000 rials a

month. So unless the teacher offers pri-
vate tuition to students (it helps that no

‘Why Iranians are so tired

student would pass an exam without
such tuition) or fits an entirely different
job—say taxi-driving—into afternoons
and evenings, he or she, and family,
would be on the streets.

Doctors, like professors and school-
teachers, have to make their money on
the side. Patients may pay over ten times
the official rate for private operations or
for any complicated treatment. A quali-
fled economist or engineer, earning
300,000 rials a month from his public-
sector job, can use his contacts to make

many times as much working part-time .

on a private project.

A detailed study of the underground
economy by Firouzeh Khalatbari, an
economist who used to work at Iran’s
central bank, shows that throughout the
1980s urban households spent on aver-
age a quarter more than they appeared
to earn. There are many legal, semi-legal
and illegal ways to earn money in a
country cramped with restrictions and
desperate for dollars. On the wrong side
of the law, there is a handsome trade in
drugs and antiques; at ports on the Cas-
pian, fish merchants will mouth the for-
bidden word caviar (10 be sold only as
an official export) at anyone who looks
like a greedy foreigner.

Any Iranian with foreign connec-
tions is in with a chance. Even the fellow
loitering at the street corner, offering to
change your dollars, may be earning
more than a civil servant. The opportu-
nities are infinite. A nomad shepherd,
for instance, gets each of his ten children
to apply for an import licence for a
piece of equipment. It takes time, but
that is the one thing they have. When
they eventually get the licences, they sell
them at a big profit to a manufacturer
who has no time. Or a factory manager
imports equipment but finds that he
can make a quicker buck by selling it on
to somebody else rather than using it.

Every service, even if at the time you
were not aware it was a service, de-
mands a return. The hard-up policeman
who extends a journalist's visa in less

. than a week is owed quite a few dollars.

The hard-up bank cashier may have to
be given a little something if he is to pro-
vide clean notes rather than untouch-
ably filthy and torn ones. It all keeps the
economy rolling along, and Iranians

. away from the begging bowl.

But it also helps to explain the excep-
tionally low productivity of so many of
Iran’s government-owned industries.
The managers and their staff simply
cannot afford to spend much time at
their place of work. Besides, having
driven a taxi all night, they are yawning.

Life is too rarely a picnic
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Looking towards change

LMOST anything can be done in Iran, with time
and money: permits got, goods acquired, rules
tweaked. This shadow-play is how most people get
by in a tired revolution where living-costs are
higher than earnings and where petty regulations
smother personal freedom.

In its 18 years, the revolution has notched up
much to its credit. It has spread education widely,
albeit shallowly; it has woken up working-class
women to their rights under Islam; it has laid the
infrastructure for growth and made a stab at re-
forming the economy. Iran is a pleasant place to
visit, tolerant of small grumbles. But it has become
unloved, and not just by the ancien-régime middle
classes. Many Iranians, tired at working so hard for
so little, are unhappy with the religious-political
system that rules their lives. Does their dissatisfac-
tion signal a change in prospect?

Nobody on a white horse

Some dissidents point to the urban riots that
rocked Iranian cities in the early 1990s—and re-
cently broke outagain in Kermanshah province—as
the way that change may come. Local anger—in
Qazvin, Shiraz, Mashhad, the suburbs of Tehran—
was triggered by local grievances: shanty-buildings
demolished, a rally disallowed, the death of a Sunni
leader. Wider protests developed and were force-
fully, even brutally, put down, by the army, the
Revolutionary Guard and the basj.

Outside agitators were, as always, blamed for
the trouble. The regime’s favourite scapegoat is the
Mujahiddin, the armed Islamic opposition which
broke bloodily with the regime after the revolution.
Ithas an armysitting across the border in Iraq and a
political headquarters in Paris, headed by Maryam
Rajavi, president-in-waiting and wife of the rebel
leader. It claims to have a large following in Iran,
and to be waiting for signs from inside to invade.

Iranians, who chat about most things, are pru-
dently silent on the Mujahiddin. The impression is
that, however unpopular the regime, the
Mujahiddin, because of past violence and its
present friendship with Iraqg, may be more so. And
though most Iranians want change, they do not
want violent change: many shudder at the prospect
of yet another revolution. Moreover, the old pre-
revolutionary rebellious movements are all in
some way discredited. The communists no longer
carry any weight, The nationalists have been dam-
aged by their alleged western connections. The
clergy alone have their day in the sun.

Some wonder whether pressure for change
might not come from the mullahs themselves, par-
ticularly the non-political clergy—up to 200,000
mullahs—who are beginning to resent the way that
irritation with the politicians has spilt over into ir-
ritation with the mosque. Probably no more than
5% of these mullahs are involved in politics: a hand-
ful of ministers and their deputies, the Friday
prayer leaders and Ayatollah Khamenei's represen-
tatives, and roughly a quarter of the 270-member
Maijlis. The rest of the clergy carry on with their ordi-

nary lives. In Qom, the centre of religious thought,
Scholarly dissidents cluster round Ayatollah
Montazeri, forced from his position as leader-desig-
nate just before Khomeini’s death and still a poten-
tial rallying point for the clerical disaffected.

But with Iran’s politicisation of its clergy, and
Iraq’s persecution of its Shia minority, there are no
longer any Grand Ayatollahs, the Shia Muslim
equivalent of popes and great cardinals, who com-
mand the authority to stimulate radical rethinking,
perhaps recreating a gap between mosque and
state. By tradition, Shias set out to emulate a living
mana. But the present source of emulation, for
many Iranians, is still Khomeini, the dead imam
enshrined in splendour in his tomb.

Some argue that, even within Khomeini’s
velayet-e fagih, there can be social and political
change, strengthening the economic reform that is
already on offer. But looking at current trends and
faces, at the tangle of contradictory and self-seeking
factions, such a change would be grudgingly offered
and unreliably honoured. And would such half-
hearted change satisfy Iran’s boom-babies, the 30m-
40m young Iranians who want not only education
and jobs but also less restricted lives? When a first
year arrives in college, says a lecturer, half the stu-
dents are ready to lay down their lives for the revo-
lution. By their second year, they have doubts, by
the third, they are mildly critical, by the fourth, they
are in outright opposition. The eyes of [ran’s young
army, the children of the revolution, are opening.

The Islamic Republic’s new face?

—
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Iraq Warns Paris

On Leader’s Son

Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches

" BAGHDAD — The newspaper of the
Iraqi ruling party said Friday that France
would be committing a grave error if it
went ahead with its decision not to allow
medical treatment on its territory for
President Saddam Hussein’s eldest son,
Udai Hussein.

‘mitting a big mistake,” the Ba’ath So-
cialist Party newspaper Ath Thawra said

in a front-page editorial, adding, ‘‘This
may cause harm to it.”’
France said Sunday that Mr. Hussein,

who.was wounded in an assassination
attempt in Baghdad last month, would’
not be given medical treatment on its,

—

not give a reason fo the dedrsion.
'Ath ‘Thawra said France made its.

“‘wrong decision’’ because it feared re-

action from the United States and Bri-.

“It’s not just a simple rejection of &

rrequest for the treatment of a sick per-
'son,’” the article said. ‘*This decision is

based on purely political considera-

“*If the news is true, we will find that
the French_ government would be com-

soil. A Foreign Ministry spokesman did-

oNoNolD
ogEmogn)
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Outrage over food donation
in Diyarbakr

Hunger in Diyarbakar on Parliament agenda |

Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- The Human Rights Association (IHD)
Diyarbakir branch vice-chairman, Vedat Cetin, has
issucd a statement on Wednesday's food donation inci-
dent in Diyarbakir. The incident resulted in.a demon-
stration displaying the full dimensions of the human
tragch that the inhabitants of Diyarbakir are going
through. Businessman Kemal Polat donated food pack-
ages for Ramadan to 3,500 familics in the Baglar dis-
tnict in Diyarbakir. The Baglar Municipality distributed
the food on Wednesday from trucks in the district, but
during the distribution arﬁe crowds crushed each other
in their efforts to get at ¢

outraged people who had failed to reach the food.
. In the statement, Cetin pointed the finger of blame at

the conflict between security forces and the separatist

Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) rebels, now in its thir-
5lc.c?‘d_1 year, and the human rights violations connected
with it :

He said that- the food distribution scene, which was
broadcast on TV, was the result of this conflict and

although surpnsing to those outside the region, was an
every day episode for those who lived there. Cetin said
that the ongoing *“low int’ensila; conflict” was swallow-
ing TLI trllion daily, and if that TL360 trillion a year
was borne in mind, people would not see these scenes,
the vice-chairman proposing that the public “sec”
instead the forced migration of three million villagers,
whose villages have been burned out, those missing in
custody, extrajudicial killin&s, the gangs revealed after
the Susurluk Accident and the prob%ems and the results
of the vnllagzguard system.
Cetin add

tions.’’

(Reuters, AFP)

e food. Children fought and |.
some of the old women. were squashed between the’

TDN Parliament Bureau

ANKARA- The glight of the hungry in
Diyarbakir, revealed in dramatic television
coverage of throngs of people struggling to

ct loaves of brcad being given away by a
usinessman, is to be discussed in
Parliament. : ,

Following the government's decision to
send two ministers to the region, the main
opgosition party Motherland Party (ANAP)
submitted an proposal to set up a
Parliamentary commission to investigate the
plight of those in Diyarbakir. ANAP parlia-
mentary group deputy chairman Zeki Cakan
szllid the government had ignored these peo-
ple.

. solved by occasionally individuals.gzivin aid.

Republican Peoples Pafty (CHP) deputy -

Ercan Karakag speaking at a press confer-
ence, said the :gle?es of poverty on TV were
the result of forced migration. = - ~
He noted that a dralt bill submitted by the |
CHP to help migrants was recently rejected .
bK the government parties, the Welfare Party
(RP)-and the True Path Party (DYP).
Karakas, pointing out that the govenment did
not help those who were forced to migrate, |
stressed the government neither assessed the-

g:tmages of these people nor compensated -
em. :
He added that the problem cannot be

In recent years, approximately vil-

lages have been evacuated because of temror- - | -
ism. o

that the people in the area have lost their

dreams now, and their pride was becing wounded by -
" such events. :

He further said that the real problem was under- -
mined by broadcasting the dramatic struggle of the- - - .

people to obtain one kilogram of food and added:
“These people, who have been living a productive life

- with pride in their villages, have been put in such a sit-

uation that they are in need of a piece of bread.
The aid of one kilogram of nylon food bags will not
solve their problem.”
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Parliamentary support for government rapidly waning

BBP withdraws its support from government, desertions
from ruling parties may be the order of the day

DKP tries to win over Kurdish deputies while
DTP tries to hook onto DYP deputies

By Kemal Balci
TDN Parliament Bureau

ANKARA- Parliamenta% sntl‘pport for
the Necmettin Erbakan-led Welfare Party
(RP)-True Path Party (DYP) coalition has
been waning. Six months after it was
established, the government finds itself in
such a state that the desertion of a few
deputies could bring about its collapse.

he Grand Unity Party (BBP), which
has seven deputies, announced it would no
longer support the. government. And it is
feared there will be desertions from the
ruling parties. - .

Serafettin Elliis leader of the Democratic
Mass Party (DKP) which has been founded
to keep the Kurdish problem alive on the
agenda, has launched a drive aimed at
recruiting deputies of Kurdish origin from
a number of other parties. He has met with

Hagim Hagimi (RP, Diyarbakir),
Abdulhaluk Mutlu (RP, Bitlis), Ahmet
ielik (RP, Adiyaman), Siddik Altay (RP,

), Mahmut Sénmez (RP, Bingdl) and
Sebgetullah Seydaoglu (Motherland Party
(ANAP), Diyarbakir), and asked them to
join the recently-founded DKP. He made
the offer last week at a dinner and received
a reply along the lines of, “Give us some
time to assess this offer.” If Elci manages
to persuade them, this will reduce parlia-
mentary backing for the ruling coalition to
a critical level.

Currently, the ruling parties have,
between them, 279 seats in the 550-seat
Parliament. According to the Constitution,
the opposition must cast a minimum 276
votes to be able to topple the government.
If five RP deputies decided to join the
DKP, the total number of RP-DYP seats

would decline to 274 while the opposition
seats would climb to 275.

The establishment of the Democrat
Turkey Party (DTP) is another develop-
ment which threatens the government’s
parliamentary base.

The DTP, led by Hiisamettin Cindoruk,
has six seats. The DTP was founded by a
%:'oxga of deputies who had res(i’gned from
the DYP, and rumor has it that Cindoruk is
trying to recruit another 14 deputies from
this party.

If the five RP deputies accept Serafettin
El¢i’s invitation, this might tri& er more
desertions from the RP. The g has 23
deputies of Kurdish origin. One of the
reservations these five deguties expressed
during their meeting with Elci involved the
hazards of the DKP looking like a
“Kurdish party.” Three other parties who
had projected such an image, namely, the
People’s Labor Partly (HEP), the
Democracy Party (DEP) and the True

"Democracy Party (OZDEP), have been

closed down by the Constitutional Court.

Political circles say the Erbakan govern-
ment is not yet on the brink of collapse.
The “foundations” of the coalition are
sound. But with the BBP withdrawing its
support, “pieces of mortar” have started to
fall “from the building.” Desertions could
open up “cracks in the walls.” Then it
would become more and more difficult for
the “building” to remain erect.

Turkish Daily Neus

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1997

Talabani: Democratization
condition for talks with Iraq

Overtures: PUK leader says
Baghdad sought Russia’s

help in drawing him into a
diaﬁ)gue; renews call to
PKK to abandon violence

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- Iragi Kurdish leader
Jalal Talabani on Friday told the
Turkish Daily News that his Patriotic

Union of Kurdistan (PUK) desired a
federal settlement with a “democrat-

ic” Irag, but indicated that he did not

see it as an immediate prospect.

Inan exclusive interview with the
Turkish Daily News he visited with
his leading aides, Talabani said he
was not in contact with Baghdad,
although there had been indirect calls
for a dialogue, one made through
Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeni
Primakov. ) .

Referring to the relations with the

Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
fighting a separatist war in southeast-
ern Turkey, the PUK leader said he
had always opposed PKK's policy of
violence and 1ts attacks on Turkey,
but the relations had further deterio-
rated since last year when he said the
PKK supported his rival Massoud
Barzani in his Aug.31 onslaught on
Erbil. .

“After the invasion of Erbil — by
Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) forces backed by Iraqi
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tanks — we were expecting the PKK to at:

least condemn it; but (PKK leader Abdullah
) Ocalan said in an interview with Al-Wasat
newspaper that he understood the reasons
for KFDEP s cooperation with Baghdad.”

Asked whether he believed the PKK

would heed his repeated calls to renounce
violence, Talabani said “We have so far tol-

erated his mistakes, despite his verbal

attacks against me, but no longer,” he said.
He added that the PKK's violent tactics had
also turned the once-sympathetic German
public completely against them.

“This is a time to bury the weapons, the
world cannot be run as in the days of Ho
Chi Minh or Che Guevara,” Talabani added.

Regarding the future of relations with the
Ba%hdad government, Talabani repeated
earlier statements that it would largely
depends on the shape of government in
Baghdad. “If there is a democratic govern-
ment, we will have a close federal relation;
if not, ours will be a looser bond within a
unified Iraq... Our laws will be in conformi-
ty with Iraqi constitution,” the Kurdish
leader said.

But for that, Baghdad had first to fully
imglem:nt the U.N. Security Resolution
688 — which puts it under obligation to
respect the rights of the Iraqi people includ-
ing Kurds, Turkmens and the Assyrians.

“If a fountain is clear, the water flowing
from it is also clear,” Talabani said, adding

Thurkish Daily Nets

Police chiefsin

that the form of the government in Baghdad
was important for them “if not for others,”
the latter being a jibe against KDP. Barzani
is reported to have visited Baghdad twice in

. recent months and his KDP maintains closer

ties with the Iraqi government, ,

He said he did not expect full democracy
from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, but
Iraq’s form of democracy “should be at
least as that of Jordan or Kuwait.”

Asked to comment on the reported con-
tacts between PUK and Baghdad, Talabani
said there had never been official negotia-
tions of any sort between the sides. Other
than some veiled threats served by Baghdad
through some religious intermediaries after
PUK's recapture of the strongholds of
Sulaimaniya and Koy Sanjak last October
grat')tuTalabani should not attempt to retake

But Baghdad kept wooing PUK and sent
a message through Russian Foreign
Minister Yevgeni Pnmakov for the start of
a dialogue. Iraq’s deputy prime minister
Tariq Aziz conveyed the message calling
for the start of a dialogue when he visited
Moscow last November.

Talabani later told a press conference that
PKK would be asked to close a camp it had
been running in the PUK area. Another
camp, operated by an Iraqi Kurdish groups
would agf) be closed.

But the Kurdish leader said his forces

would not fight the PKK although “We will
not atlow our area to be used for attacks
against Turkey, Iran and Syna.”

He dismissed reports of a political agree-
ment between PUK and Iran, but said
Teheran was providing humanitarian assis-
tance to the Iraqi Kurdish refugees.

Regarding his talks in Ankara, which
included a meeting with State Minister
Abdullah Giil beside foreign ministry and
intelligence officials, Talabani said the lat-
est situation in northern fraq had been dis-
cussed and he had sought moral and politi-
cal backing from Ankara.

He also called for Ankara’s permission
for resumed relief work by the international
NGOs, saying they would bear in mind
Turkey’s concerns. Turkey last year restrict-
ed the permission to NGOs to travel to
northern Iraq, suspecting hey were sympa-
thetic to the PKK rebels entrenched in the
Kurdish enclave.

Referring to the recent talks held in
Ankara between PUK and KDP for the con-
solidation of peace, Talabani said he was
“hopeful”, without elaborating. The impor-
tant issues such as power sharing and the
distribution of revenues were reported to
have largely unsolved at the end of the third
round of the talks sponsored jointly by
Turkey and the United States.

But he said he hoped elections would be
held in the Kurdish enclave this year.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1997

prosecutor.

the suspects.

Istanbul Chief Prosecutor Ferzan Ciftci said his office had
launched investigations against the people who had harbored

The prosecutor demands a prison term of up to 24 years

Soylemez affair
held in custody
Turkish Daily News

ANKARA - Former
brains behind the Soylemez Brothers Gang, which consists
almost exclusively of the members of the armed forces and
the police, were apprehended and sent to prison on Friday,
according to the Anatolia news agency. _

A criminal court in Istanbul had earlier issued arrest war-
rants in abseritia against former senior police chiefs namely
Deniz Gokgetin, Sedat Demir and Erdal Durmaz for their
involvement in the Soylemez Gang.

The police chiefs who were caught during an operation
carried out in the district of Florya in Istanbul are also

charged with assisting the members of the Soylemez Gang

Brothers. Under tight security measures, they were transport-
ed from_the anti-terrorism branch to the office of the chief

: _ firearms, bombs and similar
lice chiefs who are alleged to be the .

against Gokgetin and a fine in the amount of 10 times the
money he had allegedly made from bribery. On Sept. 5,

1996, the court issued an arrest warrant in absentia for
. - Gokgetin. The office of the chief prosecutor in Ankara has

recently filed a criminal case aFamst the gang of brothers
publicly referred to as the “Stylemez Gang” on charges of
violating laws concerning possession of false ID cards,
gerous weapons, in addition
to attempted muggings, robbery, and the selling of military
assets, Anatolia reported on Wednesday. S
The prosecutor has demanded prison terms of up to 40
ears %r Mustafa Soylemez and 34 years eaeh for Sena
g('i lemez and Mehmet Faysal Soylemez. - -
his indictment, the prosecutor claimed that in December
1994 the Soylemez brothers had used violence against indi-
viduals from the “Time Out” company in an attempt to force
them to hand over shares of the firm. S
In January 1995, the brothers were alleged to have threat-
ened the people responsible for organizing hajj affairs in
order to collect the money themselves. The search conducted
at the SéKlemez residences in Ankara exposed that the gan,
had in their possession two anti-aircraft shells, han

grenades, military and police uniforms, and false ID cards.
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Pro-PKK
activist
re-arrested

Xulam allegedly committed
“perjury and forgery”

Turkish Daily News )
WASHINGTON — Kgnl
Xulam, a&io-PKK Kurdish
activist working as the Director
of American Kurdish Infor-
mation Network (AKIN) in
Washington has been re-arrest-
ed by .S. law enforcement
offictals on Friday on alleged

charges of “perjury and
forgery™ for fraudulently
obtaining more than $13,000 in
federal and state college aid —
according to a TDN source.
Xulam, a Turkish citizen of
Kurdish ethnicity born and
raised in Turkey under the
name Nimet Giindiiz, but has
used at least four aliases, was
arrested by Metropolitan
District Police and is expected
to be extradited to Santa
Barbara County, California,
where the arrest warrant was
issued, authorities said. Xulam
headed the American Kurdish
Information Network (AKIN)
in Washington, D.C. when he
was arrested and charged with
passport fraud in April 1996
after an investigation by the
U.S. State Department’s diplomatic security ser-
vice. He was tried in California on passport
fraud charges for receiving a U.S. Eass ort by
using the false identity of a baby died in
Louisiana at a traffic accident at the age of 18

months.

Xulam was convicted in that first case of
obtaining and using a passport in the name of
Steven Barry Citron, an 18-month-old boy who
was killed with his family in‘a car crash in
Louisiana in 1993. Xulam assumed his identity.

Although the felony theoretically carried a
sentence of up to 20 years in jail, the Armenian-
American judge who tried Xulam in California
gave a much lighter sentence of 400-hours of
community service due to a series of mitigating

circumstances and character witnesses who les-
tified in his favor. Xulam was serving his
“community service” sentence at the same
AKIN office in Washington where he was
arrested.

His arrest Friday was based on charges

,brought by Santa Barbara County, which

alleged he obtained a total of $13,257 in student
grants and loans provided by the federal and
state governments when he attended Santa
Barbara City College and the University of
California at Santa Barbara.

Xulam used Citron’s name to enroll in the
university, obtain the loans, sign the checks and
get a dniver’s license, according to the arrest
warrant.

Turkl'Sh Dally News  wonpay. sanuagy 20, 1997

Report: Iraq

since the

banned br United Nations resolutions passed
991 Gulf War. o

According to the &aper. [raqi military offi-
cials have provided

estern businessmen with

L busi
comprehensive “shopping lists” of hardware

n 0 u the{ need to upgrade and refurbish equipment
earlier acquired from Matrix Churchi 1 — the

arms-to-

compan{'mthat was at the centre of Britain's
q scandal.

British arms

German Press Agency

LONDON- Iraqi agents are seeking to buy
new military hardware in Britain so ﬁaghdad
~can resume production of Scud missiles and
cluster bombs, a British newspaper reported
Sunday.

The Sunday Times based its report on infor-
mation from a Western businessman who said
he had recently visited a military facility on the
outskirts of Baghdad who was shown drawings
of Scud missile parts.

Iraqi agents have targeted companies in
London, Birmingham, Southampton and
Reading in a covert operation. the paper said.
The production of mussiles in Iraq has been

The paper also claims the Ira.qi.mlhtary
machine is so far advanced that it 1s only a
month away from being able to start work on
Scud missifes capable of carrying conventional
and biological warheads. o

The paper says its information is based on
documents from Iraqj defence officials as well
as on evidence from Western businessmen who
have recently visited Iraqi weapons sites.

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTD)

was quoted as saying it had received reports of

suspected Iragi orders from British companies
and had a, to investigate.

A DTI spokesman stressed the department
currently had no evidence of such activities.
But he warned that, while British firms could
discuss supplying medicine and essential civil-
ian supplies to Iraq, the sale of military hard-
ware awed.
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Turkeyseéms‘ |

- prepared to -

revokeits
Euro-Court
recognition

Officials claim the European
Court of Human Rights has

 forgotten its mission of serving

justice and has become a political
tool for anti-Turkish quarters

Turkish Daily News .

ANKARA.- Signs are mounting that
Turkey may be getting ready to with-
draw the right of individual petition by
its citizens to the European
Commission of Human Rights, and to
revoke its recognition of the legal com-
Eletence of the European Court of

uman Rights.

An increase in costly convictions for
alleged gross violations of human
rights, mostly relating to the crisis in
the Southeast, and a favorable decision
on behalf of a Greek Cypriot women,
appear to have pushed Ankara to this

int.
pvOOfficials informing the Turkish
Daily News about the “deep Turkish
dissatisfaction” over what are seen as
“politically motivated rulings,” against
Ankara, maintain there is a concerted
effort by “certain circles” to erode
Turkey’s standing in Europe.

“Turkey will have no choice but to

make an assessment of the situation in the event

that these efforts continue,” one source informed
the TDN.

“If the Human Rights Commission and Human
Rights Court continue to make politics at Turkey’s
expense, then it is obvious that Turkey will not just
sit back and watch this,” the source added.

Officials do not openly say that Ankara will
withdraw its recognition of these two key institu-
tions of the Council of Europe.

Recent Press reports from Strasbourg, where the
Council of Europe is located, indicated that Ankara
has signalled that it may withdraw its recognition
(l’lfi the competence of the European Court of Human

ts.

ese reports also said that a delegation from the
Human Rights Commission would be arriving in
Ankara in February to try and dissuade Turiey
from taking such a step.

Turkey’s main bone of contention vis-a-vis the
Commission of Human Rights is that it has been
accepting as admissible, cases brought by Turkish
citizens against the government even though full
legal recourse in Turkey has not been exhausted.
Turkish officials 'pomt out that under the
Commissions own rules a plaintiff has to have tried
all means of legal recourse in his or her own coun-
try before their case can be considered admissible
and sent to the European Court of Human Rights.
In the case of two recent convictions against
Turkey — known as the Akdivar and Aksoy cases
— the rule of “domestic recourse.” was waived.

Turkish officials have watched with growing
concern as this gradually becomes the practice
rather than the exception for cases concerning the
Southeast. Members of the security forces are
accused of forcibly evacuatin% villagers, burnin
their villages, torturing locals for alleged Kurdis
separatist sympathies, and engaging in extrajudicial

ngs.

These officials accuse the London-based Kurdish
Human Rights Project organization and the Ankara
headquartered Turkish Human Rights Association
of masterminding these cases.

‘They- maintain that in some cases the plaintiff
whose cases have been submitted to the
Commission for Human Rights, are not even aware
that such an application has been made on their
behalf. .

“By putting aside, in the case of Turkey, its own

rule regarding the seeking of legal redress at home
first, and by accepting these applications as admis-

sible the Commission for Human Rights is serving
the interests of ill-intentioned quarters,” the source
informing the TDN said. ' ,

“In the case of the Akdivar case the Turkish gov-
ernment submitted evidence to indicate that com-
pensation had been paid in Turkey to individuals as
a result of certain occurrences that took place in the
Southeast,” the source said.

- “As far as the government is concerned, this evi-
dence suggests that there is the possibility of satis--
{actory recourse to redress in terms of national
aw.” :

The widespread belief among officials in Ankara
is that those who are behind these applications aim
to get the Commission for Human Rights to codify
the fact that human rights violations, especially in
the Southeast, have become a standardpzs ect of
state administration, that there is no satisfacto
legal recourse in these cases, and that this over
situation is based on racial discrimination.

“With its latest rulings, where the political aspect
predominates regardless of the appearance of legal-
}_?' that has been given, the European Court for

uman Rights has served this interest,” the source
informing the TDN said.

In order to reinforce this view, officials point out

* that in its ruling on the Akdivar case, the European

Court of Human Rights referred to the fact that the
clashes in the Southeast are between “state forces”
and sections of the Kurdish population — particu-
larly members of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK) — who want autonomy.

These officials say that these remarks, which do
not reflect either the legal or the political truth,
clearly indicate that the Human Rights Court is
“engaging in politics of its own.” “The European
Court of Human Rights, with these rulings that
coincide with the piquing of efforts to prevent
Turkiy from taking 1ts place in the rapidly evolving
new European architecture, has lost its impartiali-
ty,” the source informing the TDN indicated.

A recent ruling by the European Court of Human
Rights in favor of a Greek Cypriot is being taken in
ara as further evidence of anti-Turkish bias.

In the “Loizidou case” the court upheld that a
Greek Cypriot woman'’s rights had been violated by
Turkey, which was Elrevent'mg her from accessing
her house on the Turkish side of the divided island.

Turkish officials are aniry that this case was
deemed admissible even though the Council of
Ministers of the Council of Europe — to which the
Commission and the Court are attached — had
ruled previously that respect for human rights on
Cyprus could only come about as a result of a set-
tlement on the island through inter-communal talks.

These officials believe that the Greek Cypriot
side has thus successfully used the Human Rights
Court — which should in fact have taken the
Turkish Cypriot side as its interlocutor in this case
and not Turkey — in its efforts to obstruct a Cyprus
settlement. '

As to the state of human rights in Turkey, these
officials maintain that Turkey is fighting terrorism
while complying with the requirements of human
rights, democracy and the supremacy of law.

They also maintain that efforts are continually
being made to push the state of human rights in
Turkey to the highest level.
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Talabani: US may hand
revenues management
over to the Turkish side

PUK leader also denies
negotiations with
Baghdad, indlcatm%]that
suéu negotiations should
be conducted by the
overnment (0 emerge
grom Kurdish elections

B;' Saadet Orug
urkish Daily News

ANKARA- Jalal Talabani, the
leader of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK) revealed on
Saturday a U.S. warning that
unless the rival Kurdish factions
agree on the means of collecting
revenues from incoming border
traffic from Turkey, Washington
would ask Ankara to take on the
task.

The issue of revenues has been
one of the main bones of con-
tention between the rival northern
Iraqi Kurds who have shown
themselves to be prepared to war
over this issue. Concernin
reports of PUK contacts wit
Baghdad, Talabani told the TDN
that this would be the year of
“free elections” in northern Iraq.
Acknowledging “contacts” but
denying “negotiations” with
Baozdag. Talabani said that they
wished such “negotiations” to be
conducted by the government that

emerges from the election.
Talabani also underlined that a
prerequisite for these elections
would be the conrl‘})llance by
Baghdad with U.N. Security
Council Resolution 688.
Talabani also expressed his
hope to meet U.S. officials in
ara after he returns from the
Hajj ( il%rimage) to Mecca for
which he leaves Turkey today.
Talabani arrived in Ankara last
week, immediately after the third
round of the talks between his
PUK and the rival Kurdistan

\t

’.'
PUK leader Jalal Talabani

-demands o

Democratic Party (KDP) held in the Turkish capital
under Turkish and U.S. auspices with British and
Turkmen officials in attendance, -

Also ls&gaking to the TDN, Sami Abdurrahman, a
leading KDP ﬁEure who was in Ankara for last week’s
talks with the PUK, maintained that all the “political
cards” relating to northern Iraq were in the hands of his

Toup.

’ Agdurrahman also said the KDP talks with
Baghdad, which have elicited anger from Washington,
were essentially centered on the democratic rights of

‘the Kurds of Iraq.

Jalal Talabani pointed out that the main success of
the visit was the “good relations established with
Turkish brothers based on confidence”.

“[ think now both sides trust each other more,” he
said. “We agreed about the continuation of the peace
process in Iraqi Kurdistan. And we will do our best,
step by su}p, or securing the Turkish border. The

our Turkish brothers are very reasonable.

It is not something that we cannot do.” When ques-

tioned what these demands were, Talabani explained:

“They are not asking us to fight against the PKK. They

just asked us not to cooperate with the PKK, not to

elp the PKK. They told us that they understood our
situation.” :

Referring to the third round of Ankara talks,
Talabani declared that the Turkish officials were satis-
fied with the PUK delegation’s condemnation of the
PKK, as well.

Talabani met with Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller in
an occasion in which the Turkmens had also been rep-
resented by Sinan Celebi. He attended talks at the
Foreign Ministry as well as at the National Intelligence
Organization (MIT) with the MIT undersecretary,
Sonmez Koksal. .

He also cxglained the reasons for not being able to
talk with U.S. officials: “Pelletreau was really very
sorry for not talking to me. Also the U.S. diplomats in
Ankara tried to contact me but they could not because
of technical reasons. I hope that we will have a chance
on my arrival from the al Amra, maybe 10 days later. |
would also like to add that our delegation was received
warmly in Washington, during the previous talks on
northern Iraq.”

Asked about the implementation of the Oct..31
agreement and the peace process, Talabani said:

“We think that there must be a schedule for the
implementation of the Oct. 31 agreement in Ankara as
soon as possible. It is not good to delay it so much,
(because) perhaps some foreign forces can intervene
and disturb it. And about the revenues of Habur border
gate; our Turkish, British and American friends are
stressing the urgc:ncil of the problem. Muhammad
(Tofiq, the head of PUK delcgation in the talks) toid
me that Mr. Pelletreau asked Barzani to decide quick-
y. otherwise they will ask the Turkish government to

0 something for the distribution of the revenue in a
suitable way.”

Asked about contacts with the Baghdad government,
Talabani said that a government (in the Kurdish north),
which was to be established after the free elections,
(which he sees possible to be held this year) had to
take the responsibility of contacts with the Iraqi gov-
emment “if Baghdad accepts the

democratization”. “Instead of going into negotia-
tions separately, it is better to be united,” he said.

When he was reminded that the elections would
raise the tension, he said that he expected the fight of
votes, not of guns and artillery.

He said he believed the Oct. 31 agreement. would be
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implemented by Newroz (March 21).

The KDP on speaking to Baghdad

Sami Abdurrahman told the TDN on Friday that the
KDP, in their talks with the Iragi administration, had
asked for their democratic and national rights. He
added that the United States had slronglg objected to
any agreements between the KDP and Baghdad. He
emphasized that lherg ll;adht()jeedn no conclusion in talks
between his party and Baghdad.

Abdurrahr‘:\anyalso der%icd reports that KDP leader
Massoud Barzani had visited Baghdad in December. A
Kurdish source said the Iraqi National Congress had
announced that Barzani had been in Baghdad on Oct. 6
and Dec. 10. ) ) Lo

The KDP representative also claimed his party was
the strongest in the region, as it was the first Kurdish
_party in lﬁe region — over 50 yearsold. B

Abdurrahman said the KDP was in a good position
financially and strongly denied claims that Baghdad
was attempting to control the administration of north-

cemented in

em lraq, saying the administration would be under the
control of the Iragi Kurdish people and the northern

lraﬁi Parliament. - , , :

e also exdzressed confidence that peace would be

e region saying the cease-fire could not

easily be broken because the monitoring measures

were set to become even stronger.
.He also explained the KDP’s objection to part of the

"~ statement released after the third round of peace talks

in Ankara last week which referred to the decision to
close the Atrush refugee camp and to the “legitimate
security interests of Turkey”: “Of course, we respect
and take into consideration the legitimate security
interests of Turkey, but this is a fact of the discussions
between the KDP and Turkey, not these talks. On my
visit to the Foreign Ministry after the talks, 1 explained
our reasons to the officials for the objection.”

TllrkiSb Dmly News MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 1997

What awaits Turkey on the European front?

In the first six months of the

1997, Turkey has to keep its

eyes on France, which holds the
term presidency of the Western
European Union, and the
Netherlands, the term president

of the European Union -

By Nazlan Ertan
Turkish Daily News

PARIS- In the first six months of the 1997,
Turkey has to keep its eyes on two capitals, the
Ha{iue and Paris, which hold the term presidency
of the two key Western organizations, namely, the
European Union and the Western European Union,
the EU defense arm-designate.

The priority for both tnstitutions, the European
Union and its defensc-arm designate Western
European Union, seems to be the question of
enlargement, but the presidencies of both institu-
tions carcfully omit dircct reference to the Turkish
membership in their respective programs.

The Dutch presidency, submitting its program to
the European Parliament at the end of 1996, said
that preparations for enlargement would be one of
its preparations, along with the intergovernmental
conference (IGC) and the preparations for the

.European Monetary Union.

The Dutch presidency aims to conclude the IGC

during its term, but has warned its European part-

ners that this was not a presidential decision.
“Much depends on the willingness of the 15 mem-

ber states to resolve conflicts and overcome the

_ " remaining obstacles, for the agreement of all is
- needed if the IGC is to achieve results,” according

to the Dutch policy paper. The Dutch presidency
also has the mission of orchestrating the prepara-
tions for enlargement but, like on the question of
IGC, adopts a guarded tone. While the new presi-
dency said it would go on with the efforts of
accession for the Central and Eastern European -
and two Mediterranean countries, it warned that
both the EU and the prospective partners had to
make their preparations.

“For the EU, this will involve institutional
reform and a review of its internal policics, partic-
ularly the financing system, the structural funds
and the common agricultural policy,” the Dutch
paper said. The Dutch presidency also hinted at the

Erevious efforts at dialogue with the candidates

ad been less than fruitful. “During its presidency,
Netherlands will make every effort to ensure that
the structured dialogue with the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe, which in the past had
becn no more than a succession of monologues,
be%omes more of an exchange of views,” the paper
said. :

The Dutch paper also sounded noncommittal on
the accession of Cyprus: “The recommendations
regarding Cyprus and Malta have been available
for some considerable time. They are favorable,’
although the partition of Cyprus is the main issue
requiring consideration by the Presidency in that
regard,” it said. The Dutch presidency outlined the
necessity of holding Association Councils with
Turkey, Cyprus and Malta, under the headline of
follow-u l%r the Barcelona Conference, which
aims to bring the European Union closer to its
Mediterranean neighbors.

“The principal element in relations with the
Mediterranean countries in the second Euro-
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Mediterranean conference, which the Netherlands
will help to prepare, will be held in April in one of.
the Mediterranean partner countries. The
‘Presidency’s aim is to improve the structure of the
follow-up activities and to achieve concrete results
in the implementation of the Barcelona
Declaration... Relations with the Mediterranean
partners will develop further through association
and cooperation councils to be held, for example,
Wi'lcll‘ Turkey, Maita and Cyprus,” the Dutch paper
said.

It made one further reference to the C(prus
qucslion{zﬁ naming it under the EU-U.S. plan of
action. “The priorities will also depend to some
extent on developments in 1997, for example, the
American involvement in Bosnia and Cyprus, and
the role played by the United States in the Middle
East peace process,” it said. Three questions con-
front Turkey during the Dutch presidency: Will the
Dutch succeed in setting a datc for the Association
Council between Turkey and the European Union,
which has so far been blocked by Greece? Will the
Dutch presidency invite Turkey to a summit
between the European Union and all aspiring
members to take place after the IGC? Although the
negotiations with Cﬁ'prus for membership will not
be under the Dutch presidency but the next —
Luxembourg — will the Dutch presidency be
preparing the groundwork or will it let the bid sim-
mer for the time being? The answers will be seen
in the next six months, but at least on the question
of Cyprus, the apprehension of the Dutch presi-
dency seems clear. Sgeaking to the European
Parliament, the Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van
Mierlo said that the divided state of Cyprus made
not only its own enlargement but any enlargement
of the EU and NATO difficult, as reported by
Anatolia news agency.

WEU and French presidency

The French presidency of the WEU would have
to deal with the standoff between Greece and
Turkey, whose relations with the WEU is put to
test through its refusal to allow the WEU to use
NATO assets and carabiljtics for WEU operations
if it does not share all aspects of the operation.

The French presidency will therefore t?' to find
a solution that would enable Turkey to fully partic-
ipate in the decision-making and planning of the

ombined Joint Task Forces (CJTl%. and by doing
this it would try to balance the fears of Greece that
this would not mcan the full membership of
Turkey.

Two dates will be important for the WEU under
the French presidenci—- the April meeting of the
Chiefs of Defense, where the participants will dis-
cuss the technical aspects of the CITF, and the
May meeting of WEU Council of Ministers, the
deadline for solving the Turco-Greek dispute
before the presidency goes to GermanJ'.

_ The French presidency has outlined three priori-
ties with regard to the WEU: the strengthening of
the WEU’s institutional ties with the European
Union; the assortment of the WEU with necessary
operation capabilities — whose backbone is the

JTF — and, finally, giving thought to WEU'’s
internal modus operandi. :

In a speech to the WEU Parliamentary
Assembly at the end of 1996, French President
Jaccbcs Chirac said the 50th anniversary of the
WEU, which is in 1998, was a good opportunity to
“codify the relationships between the WEU, the
EU and NATO, and to decide on the possible
amendments to that effect to the Treaty of
Brussels.” It remains to be seen if the changes will
open the Turks the way of full membership before
it becomes a member of the EU.

TllTkﬁSb Dﬂily News MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 1997

Human Rights Watch opposes
Turkish aircraft orders

Turkish Daily News

WASHINGTON- Human Rights
Watch has issued a statement strong-
ly opposing Turkey's plans to
acquire new aircraft to combat the
PKK, what it called “an armed oppo-
sition group.”

Turkey's various military orders
has been either canceled in the past
or put on hold due to such pressures
brought on by Human Rights Watch
as well as anti-Turkish ethnic lobbies
and arms nonproliferation groups.

Super Cobra helicopters, built by
Bell Textron, and cluster bombs are
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two examples of orders canceled as a
result of such pressures on the State
Department, Pentagon and the U.S.
Congress. After the $140 million
sale of the Super Cobras was sus-
pended by the U.S. State
epartment, Turkey announced in
November 1996 that it had canceled
the deal.
. Decommissioned Knox-class
frigates and 150-km range
‘ATACMS (Army Tactical Missile
System) are examples of orders that
have been stalled by Washington.
The ATACMS order, which was
submitted back in December 1995,
however, has been approved in
December 1996 and sailed smoothly
through the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee during the last days of
the 104th Congress.

New choppers

Human Rights Watch said “nego-
tiations for the following military
aircraft and equipment for the
Turkish military and police forces
are under way:

m “Four CH-47 Chinook large-
capacity military cargo helicopters,”
at a cost of about $135 mullion.
Chinook helicopters are manufac-
tured by Boeing in the United States.

= “Fifty S-70A Black Hawk
armed transport helicopters.” These
would be part of a $1.1 billion deal
signed with Sikorsky, the U.S. man-
ufacturer, in 1992-93 for 95 heli-
copters.

t “Turkey has already received
forty-five of the Black Hawks under
'this arrangement, with the remaining
-aircraft to be co-produced. The deal

is currently suspended over disagree-

ments about the terms of co-produc-
tion,” Human Rights Watch said.

m “Thirty AS-532 Cougar combat,

search-and-rescue and utility heli-
copters.” :

Ankara has already received deliv-
ery of 20 of these helicopters for
$253 million as part of an earlier
contract.

A follow-up deal is currently
being negotiated with the Paris-
based German-French consortium
Eurocopter for co-producing 30
helicopters, worth about $400 mil-
lion, according to Human Rights
Watch.

m “Fifty-Four F-4 Phantom fight-
er jl%upgrades."

is is an estimated $600 million
modernization contract from Israel
Aircraft Industries that was signed
l&y Turkey’s prime minister,
ecmettin Erbakan, on Dec. 6, 1996,

despite all the previous fears for

Erbakan's anti-Israeli bias. The jets
would receive new radar, electronic
countermeasures, weapons and navi-
gation systems.

m Popeye missiles: “Turkey has
also announced plans to purchase 30
Popeve precision-guided stand-off
missiles from the Israeli company
Rafael for the jets,” according to
Human Rights Watch.

m “Logistical support for the F-16
fighter jet fleet.”

Turkey is negotiating a deal with
U.S. defense contractors Lockheed
Martin, the aircraft engine division
of General Electric, the guidance and
control systems division of Litton
Industries, and Westinghouse
Electric for $125 million.

The Clinton administration has
notified Congress of its intention to
approve Turkey’s request for autho-
nization of the deal.

Violations

Human Rights Watch argued that
“fighter planes and military heli-
copters similar to the ones listed
above” were used in “Turkey’s
counterinsurgency campaign” and
“has resulted in gross violations of
international humanitarian law. This

‘has included firing indiscriminately

at villages, thereby killing civilians
and destroying property; transporting
troops to and from villages which are
forcibly depopulated and burned;
and abducting, torturing and killing
civilians.” - . :
To add some balance to its accusa-
tions, Human Rights Watch also
noted that “the PKK is also implicat-
ed in a pattern of serious human
rights abuse, such as extrajudicial
killings, indiscriminate fire, kidnap-
pings and extortion.”

Halt the sales

Human Rights Watch has urged
the United States and other Western
governments “to refrain from further
sales to Turkey of weapons that are
likely to be used in violations of
human rights and humanitarian
law.” :

“Both the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in
Europe’s principles on arms transfers
and section 502B of the U.S. Foreign
Asststance Act call for such a restric-
tion on the sale of weapons,” Human
Rights Watch said.

Turkl‘Sb DailyNeu)s T:UESDAY, JWMY 21, 1997,

Mysterious child deaths in?estigated in Sanhurfa

. Turﬁsh Daily News )
ANKARA- The third scientific team sent to the village of Duruca

-vnear the southeastern town of $anliurfa to look into eight mysteri-
- ous. deaths since July 1996 has started its investigation in the region,

the Anatolia news agency reported. o .
A written statemegnt ﬁyom the Health Ministry said eight children-

. between the ages of four and six in the village had died of unknown _

causes between July'1996 and Jan. 19, 1997. It was noted in the
ministry’s 'statemeng that the first five deaths occurred in July and
‘August and that the bodies had been buried without the ministry

being notified. Then Fatma Aldemir was hospitalized on Sept. 5,
1996 at the Sanlurfa Children Hospital, but every effort to save her
life failed. The Health Ministry said that teams of scientists had
examined other children in the village and tested water and food
les from the region. S

§am e statement sal% that the cause of Fatma Aldemir’s death could
not be determined even after an autopsy. “Although the cause of
deaths could not be identified,” it read, “the findings support the
view that the deaths were not caused by infection. On the other
hand, the cause might be a toxic material swallowed o inhaled.
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Trade Minister Erez slams
TUSIAD democracy re

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Trade Minister Yalim
Erez on Tuesday reacted to a report
by the Turkish Industrialists’ and
Buginessmen’s Association
(TUSIAD) calling for better democ-
ratic standards, the Anatolia news
agency reported.

The report was publicized a day
before at a press conference in
Ankara by TUSIAD chairman Halis
Komili, after it had been %rdesented
to Parliament Speaker Mustafa
Kalemli.

“I can’t understand how an orga-
nization, which itself lacks democ-
racy and is controlled by capitalist
forces, can give us lessons on
democracy,” Erez told reporters in
Ankara, .

Erez said that TUSIAD must rec-
o%r‘:ize current realities in Turkey.
“Their duty is to draw foreign capi-
tal to Turkey and advertise the
country abroad. If they really need
democracy, let them (the business-
men) have their own democratic
structure within their own organiza-
tion first,” he added.

Asked whether he was disturbed
by calls in the report fof the aboli-
tion of the National Security

Council (MGK), the minister said he
had not read the report, but did not
think it reflected the realities of
Turkey. He described the business-
men’s report as a “tool to keep
themselves on the agenda.”

DYP withholds
backing for report
Cihan Pagaci, deguty chairman of
the rulin%‘coalition § junior partner
True Path Party (DYP), was also
amoni those who criticized the
TUSIAD report, indicating that
parts of it were unacceptable.
According to Pagaci, part of the
regon was pregared by an academic
who does not hide his socialist ten-
dencies, and thjs is contradictory to
the ethic of TUSIAD, an organiza-
tion based on capitalist ﬁrinciplcs.
The DYP’s deputy chairman said
projects b{)civic organizations such
s TUSIAD on social issues should
be encouraged, but this does not

mean the findings of every project

would receive support.

Pagaci also said that the section of
the report recommending the aboli-
tion of the MGK was not in line
with Turkey’s historical and social
traditions.

Trade Minister Yahm Erez

PKK threaten force if Atrush
refugees return to Turkey

TurkiSb Daily News WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1997

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The PKK militants announced that theﬁ

would resort to force if the refugees living in Atrus
Camp are made to move to Turkey, the Anatolia news

agency reported on Tuesday. _

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) withdrew its flag from Atrush Tuesday and
topped supplies of humanitarian aid. Although the
CR caﬁed on the refugees to travel to Mukubli and
Balkoz provinces, it was reported that the PKK was trying
to prevent this. It also appeared that the PKK had threat-
ened to use weapons if the refugees were forced to go to

Turkey. The separatists were seen as warning officials of
the Massoud Barzani-led Kurdistan Democratic Party not
1o force the refugees to return to Turkey, but CR
officials in Ankara said that they could not either confirm
or deny such reports. .

Questioned about their position by the TDN on
Tuesday, UNHCR officials responded as follows: “We
have announced alread¥ that we no longer provide assis-
tance in the camp. Our final material assistance was deliv-

or
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ered in Decémber and we have not been able to get access
to the camp since. We are hoping that the refugees will
move to the two transit sites so that we can continue to
assist and protect them. o

“Again we stress that the majority of the camp popula-
tion are vulnerable refugees in need of intemational pro-
tection. We continue to urge all parties concerned to

Tespect the security of the refugees in Atrush. But given

the increasing tension in the region, we insist that the

commutted to assisting the refugees in northemn Iraq, but
assistance cannot continue in the current form of the
Atrush camp.”

They also pointed out that the leaders in the camp had
prevented the refugees from expressing memselvgs"tli'peely, :

and that the secunty situation had deteriorated to such an
extent that UNHCR officials could neither speak to the
refugees nor even show themselves in the camp.
Anatolian news a%enc correspondents trging to
KD

cover the evacuation were briefly detained b secu-

camp population take the deadline seriously. We remain rity officias.
ﬂlﬂmb D(”I ) N(’ws WEDNESDAY. JANUARY 22, 1997
. — Ihiad -

Parliamentary Susurluk

DYP Deputy Sedat Bucak brotected from cameras by his bodyguards as he leaves via the service door of the
kitchen after being heard at the Parliamentary Susuriuk investigative commission. _

commission hears Bucak

TDN Parliament Bureau
ANKARA- The parliamentary investigative com-
mission set up to look into state-mafia links, the
Susurluk accident and the illegal relations it

revealed, has heard from Sedat Bucak, the True Path
Party (DYP) Urfa deputy. Bucak was the only per-
son to survive the accident which occurred on Nov.
3. 1996 near Susurluk. Police Chief Hiiseyin
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Kocadag, nationalist mafia member Abdullah
Sauihw o has been accused of mass murder, and

atli’s girlfriend Gonca Us were all killed in the
same accident.

Bucak went into the commission room looking
“weary and tired.” Following his three hour hearing,
he was secretly taken from Parliament by his body-

_ua{lds through the back door of the restaurant
tchen.

It was reported that Bucak started his testimon¥ to

the commission by saying, “I am very sick. I feel
weary. I should not have come here due to my health
problems, but I am @ memiber of Parliamient. That'is
why I came.” He also said he wanted to bring into
the open claims which had come to light after the
Susurluk accident, and also those about gangs within
the state, which had grown over the past two and a
half months. “Whatever there is, it should be dis-
clased. The perpetrators, if there are any, should be
punished. I am the one who wants this to happen the
most. I am very uneasy about the publications and
claims about me, which have been going on for
weeks. That is why everyone should tell what they
know, and the allegations must be proven,” said
Bucak.
- Noting that he has undertaken the fight against
terrorism as a personal duty, Bucak said, “I love my
country. That is why I have been continuing the
fight against terrorism for years. My family and I
have been carrying on this struggle since 1970. We
have had many losses since then. Some of my rela-
tives and friends have died in this struggle.”

However, Bucak would not give direct and clear

answers to the commission’s questions. When it was
%omted out that he had given more information on a

V program after the accident, Bucak said, “I am
telling you what 1 know. I was on that program when
my health was not in good condition. I could not
remember what I had said ten minutes after the pro-
ﬁram. I forget what I say in ten minutes due to my

ealth problems.”

Wellare Party Deputy Mehmet Elkatmg, chair-
man of the investigative .commission, made a brief
statement after the meeting and said Abdullah
gath’s wife Meral Cath, his business Fartner Ahmet

aydar and Arzu Yaman, the sister of his girlfriend
Gonca Us, would be heard as planned.

The commission will hear former National
Intelligence Organization &MIT) Undersecretary and
Commander in Chief of Gendarmerie Teoman
Koman and former Istanbul Chief of Police Necdet
Menzir on Thursday.

Aksener: “No salary to Cath”

Interior Minister Meral Aksener said the Interior
Ministry had neither paid salaries nor given a gun
license and identity card to Abdullah Cathi, mafia
Ellfgbcr and key name in the alleged state-mafia

Aksener, in reply to a written interrogatory
motion, noted that there were no records in the
Interior Ministry giving Catli a salary, gun license or

identity card. She added that Catli had not received a

medal or award for services to his country, and it
was out of the question that his family would be
awarded.

TurkiSb Daily Neu)s WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1997

Cambridge scholar: customs union not beneficial in the short run

By Orya Sultan Halisdemir union a

Turkish Daily News !
LONDON- Siireyya Yigit, a Cambridge scholar involved, such as

ment would not be completely ~ccu-

specializing in the customs union between the EU the Treasury, problems of sources etc...” he said, political relations with the EU. . '
and Turkey, said the agreement had not been ben- claiming that these other factors should also be  “Turkey is not the only country to si the cus-

eficial for Turkey in the short term, as had been recognized as influencing foreign investments.
Despite his impression that Turkey has had a Turkey is the bi

expected. In an interview with the TDN, Yigit

pointed out jt was rather difficult at the moment to negative experience so far during the short period si

tell whether the customs union was a means of the customs union, Yigit believes that when tanily adopted niqu
toward an end, meaning full membership of the long term benefits are considered, a rather differ- in the history of economics. A country which is
ent picture can be expected.

EU, or whether it was an end in itself.

“When we look at the 1996 figures, the first
four months indicators show that Turkey
increased its e:((ipons to the EU by five percent. On
the other hand, Turkey’s imports from the EU
increased by 60 percent, which surely is far from a
health{ picture,” said Yigit, taking a pessimistic
outlook. '

However, the economy was not only affected
by foreign trade. “We should also investigate
whether there was any growth in the field of for-
eign investment in Turkey after the signing of the
agreement. Unfortunately, when we consider the
sﬁfm period involved, we can see this area was

not very encouraging either. The first eight “Because goods imported from the EU are
months ‘of 1996 revealed a decline in foreign mostly to be used in investment, we will reap ben-
efits. They will be transferred to production. From
According to Yigit, trying to explain the decline this point of view it will surely

investment coming to Turkey,” he added.

in foreign investment in relation to the customs Turkey.”

Assessing the political aspects of the customs

rate. “This is because there are other factors union, Yigit suflponed the 1dea that Turkey, by

litical stability, problems in signing the deal, had reached a point of close

toms union. So did Andorra and San Marino. But

est country with which the EU
the deal. With its signature, Turkey volun-
the EU trade policy. This is unique

not a full member of an organization has accepted

the EU licy.

future relations.- - . -

aid promised to Turkey under the

beneficial for ;240 10 Turkey a difficulty has

treaty obligations of that organization,” Yifit said,
underlirggﬁethc importance of Turkey’s pledge to
po

“However we still do not know which route
EU-Turkish relations will take in the future. It has
only been one year since the signature of the
agreement.. It might lead to an end, er be an end
in itself,” he said, highlighting the vagueness of

When asked how-the Greek veto on financial

customs union

affected relations between the EU and Turkey.
Yigit pointed out that the EU had contradicted
itself on this point. “Despite the fact that the aid
romised is not 2 huge amount to rescue Turkey
m all its shackles, by not keeping the promise

en highlighted.

There is an important principle involved here,”
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Yigit said. ) )
“Greece is playing the game according to its
national interests. As it is a member of the EU, it
is also trying to get the EU on its side against
Turkey. This has recognized in Turkey, and
surely creates anti-European trends in society,” he
continued. .
“The anti-European trend in society is not
wrong. If the EU pledges things but does not
abide%)y its word, then it is the one who should be
seen as violating its tﬁzomises. Turkey says ‘If 1
was promised these things and you did not give
them, why should I keep my promises.” Whether

it is Greece or any. other country that is causing.

this deadlock, it is the EU’s problem,” he clan-
fied. Yiit
could easily use these kinds of EU policies as-a
tool to defame the EU to the public. .

When reminded of the interpretation put on this
issue by Michael Lake, the EU representative in
Ankara, that Turkey's trade gap had widened
because Eurog:, as a market, had not boomed
since Turkey b

inted out that the Welfare Party (RP).

came a member of the customs’

union, Yi%it said he shared this view, but it was'
not enough to explain the trade gap. oo
“Turkey did not receive any reduction under the.
customs union in the tariffs and quotas imposed.
on its exports of industrial products to the EU,
exgzpt in relation to textiles and petrochemical
oods...However, the EU had been exporting to
urkey subject to a 15 percent tariff, and then
their exports increased because the 15 percent tar-

iff was removed.”
Yigit argued that Turkey would not gain from
the size of the market in Euvr]gge, but from being a
articipant in that market. “The market is already
ig.. The important thing for Turkey is that the
industrial sector can get used to the rules of com-
petition and can compete with Europeans. If it can
do that, it would mean Turkey could become ¢om-
petitive. The real aim is not only to sell, but also
to increase our ability to compete,” he added.
According to Yigt, there has been no increase
in the number of cars produced by the automotive
sector in Turkey since the customs union.
However, he said that the textile sector had

improved by eight percent following the signature

of the agreement. = .

" “It is a well known fact that the automotive
industry did not greet the customs union ve
warmly. The austerity measures taken on April, 3,
1994 had already badly affected this sector. So it
is not clear whether the customs union or the aus-
terity measures had the greatest impact on the
automotive industry. However, it is also true there
has been no increase in the number of cars pro-
duced in Turkey after the customs union,” he
maintained. _

“However, the textile industry was always in
favor of the customs union. When quotas are lift-
ed, they will really benefit from it. This sector
forecasts it can achieve $10 billion worth of
exports when the quotas are lifted,” said Yigit,
noting that the industry anticipates a boom in the
future.

When asked to comment on whether it was a
contradiction to'see that Moody’s had dropged
Turkey’s credit rating, Yigit replied that had
Turkey not signed the customs union with the EU,
then Moody's might have dropped the rating by
two points rather than only one.

 MERCREDI, 22

L’EX-DEPUTE KURDE
AKSOY EN PRISON
JUSQU’A L’AN 2001

Incarcéré depuis le 14 octobre

1995 & la prison d'Ankara ou il purge
une peine de 3 ans pour délit d'opinion,
Ibrahim’ Aksoy, ex-député kurde de
Malatya et ancien président du parti
DDP, vient de se voir signifier qu’en rai-

- son de récidive dans ses délits d’opi-
nion séparatiste, 'amende de 216. 666.
666 LT a laquelle il avait été condamné

" a été commuée en 5 ans de prison. Par
ailleurs, la condamnation.& 2 ans de

~ prison avec sufsis prononcée par la -

Cour de Sareté de I'Etat d’lstanbul pour

son article “L’alévisme et la question.

kurde” a été ratifiée par la Cour de cas-

sation turque. Celle-ci doit bientét sta-

tuer sur une autre condamnation, a 16

mois de prison et & une amende de,

~ 133, 333. 333 LT, de cet homme poli-
- tique kurde pacifiste pour un article inti-
.tulé “Bosnie-Somalie-Kurdistan”. En

‘JANVIER

12° ANNEE, N° 3087 gam

1997 -

"

Pétat actuel de ses dossiers, Ibrahim
Aksoy devrait rester en prison jusqu'au
17 février 2001! Si évidement la machi-
ne judiciaire turque ne le condamne
pas a d'autres peines pour ses écrits et
ses déclarations. Chargée de faire taire
les opposants, la justice turque dispose
toujours d'une batterie de dossiers sur
les opposants lui permettant de garder
ceux-Ci en prison aussi longtemps que
le souhaite le Conseil de Sécurité natio-
nale a dominante militaire. En raisonde -
cette singuliére logigue, le sociologue
turc Ismail Besikgi, actuellement incar-.
céré a Bursa, est condamné a plus de
siécles de prison pour ses écrits sur les
‘Kurdes. L'ancien maire de Diyarbakir,
- Mehdi Zana, quia déja passé 15
années de sa vie derriére les barreaux,
fait I'objet d’une.série de nouvelles
poursuites judiciaires qui ont & ce jour
déja abouti & des condamnations a 4,5
ans de prison pour deux livres de
~ témoignage sur les prisons turques et
les gréves de la faim qui y ont eu lieu.

ONZE POLICIERS
IMPLIQUES DANS
L’ASSASSINAT

DU JOURNALISTE
M. GOKTEPE RETROUVENT
LEURS POSTES

A la suite de la vive émotion sus-

~ citée par la mise par la mise & mort en

plein Istanbul et devant de centaines de
témoins de ce journaliste du quotidien
Evrensel, ces policiers avaient été “sus-
pendus” par le ministre de I'Intérieur.
Leur proces a été confié a des cours de
province, officiellement “pour des rai-
sons de sécurité”. Pius d’un an apres -
les faits, ces policiers n'ont jamais com-
paru devant une cour et leur procés
reste au point mort. Affirmant que

I'enquéte disciplinaire concernant ces

policiers était terminée, le nouveau
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ministre de I'lntérieur, Mme. Aksener, a
décidé, par un décret du 27. 12. 1996
dont la presse vient tout juste prendre
connaissance, de lever la suspension
les concernant et de les faire affecter &
leurs postes & la Sireté générale
d'Istanbul. Selon le préfet d'Istanbut,
Ridvan Yenisen, ces policiers ont subi
“la plus lourde des sanctions discipli-
naires, a savoir un gel de 12 mois dans
leur tableau d’avancement”. Les com-
mentateurs relévent que dans un pays
ou des intellectuels peuvent étre
condamnés a deux siécles de prison
pour leurs écrits, sanctionner des poli-
ciers accusés du meurtre d'un journa-
liste de “12 mois de gel dans leur
tableau d’avancement” fait perdre toute
considération pour la Justice, censée
étre la méme pour tous les citoyens.

“DISPARITIONS”,
EN HAUSSE CONSTANTE

Dans le registre des violations
des droits de 'nomme, la Turquie, avec
Faugmentation du nombre des “dispari-
tions”, ces derriéres années, tient le
haut du pavé et n'en finit pas d'attirer
I'attention. Ce sont les régions kurdes
qui sont le plus touchées par ce fléau;
ainsi rien qu'en décembre 1996, on
releve 9 “disparitions”, a la suite de
mise en garde & vue. Selon le président
de la Commission juridique de
I’Association turque des droits de
I'nomme IHD, Osman Baydemir, cité
par le quotidien Ozgur Politika du 14
janvier, "en un an 226 disparitions dans
les provinces kurdes ont été enregis-
trées par V'IHD". Dans la seule ville de
Diyarbakir 9 “disparitions” ont eu lieu
fannée derniére. Le ministre de
I'Intérieur, Mme. Meral Aksener, com-
mentant les chiffres de I''HD, a affirme
que “39 de ces personnes ne sont pas
disparues mais sont détenues et en vie
et que 82 personnes n'ont d'aucune
fagon été placées en garde a vue car
aucune indication les concernant
n'existe dans les registres”. Répondant
au ministre, M. Baydemir déclare: " Le
propre des phénomeénes de disparitions
est précisément les autorités (police ou
gendarmerie) ne garde aucune trace
des disparus dans les registres offi-
ciels”.

LICE, TOUJOURS SOUS
ETAT DE SIEGE

Cette ville kurde, de la province
de Diyarbakir, en grande partie détruite
a la suite de l'intervention des forces
armées turques en octobre 1993, conti-
nue de souffrir le martyre. Selon
Turkish Daily News du 27 décembre
96, le 20 décembre durant un raid mili-
taire sur la ville, tous les habitants
males, soit 2500 personnes &gées
entre 15 et 60 ans, de cette localite ont
été regroupés dans la cour de la gen-
darmerie locale. Le chef de la gendar-
merie s'adresse a eux et leur déclare
que “100 volontaires” seront désignés
pour servir dans les milices pro-gover-
nementales, en cas de refus personne
ne sortira de la cour. Aprés les avoir
gardés pendant trois jours au cours
desquels ils ont été tabassés et forcés
4 suivre un entrainement militaire, les
vieillards et les fonctionnaires ont éte
libérés avec de nombreux blesseés
parmi eux. Ceux désignés pour servir
comme “protecteurs de villages”, ont
été relachés au bout de cing jours et
armés par la gendarmerie. Ces événe-
ments ont provoqué un tollé dans le
milieu des organisations de défense
des droits de 'lhomme et des syndicats.
Une mission a été formée ayant pour
but de se rendre sur place et de mener
une enquéte. Cette mission de 21 per-
sonnes formée des représentants du
parti pro-kurde HADEP, de I'Association
turque des droits de 'homme. du syndi-
cat DISK, de la branche locate de Re-
porters sans frontieres et de I'écrivain
Orhan Pamuk, devait se rendre a Lice
le 14 janvier. Mais I'accés de la ville
leur a été interdit par le super-préfet,
Necati Bilican. S'exprimant au nom de
la délégation, I'ancien député kurde
Ahmet Turk, vice-président du HADEP,
a déclaré dans une conférence de
presse: “aux yeux de F'opinion, cette
interdiction vaut aveu de culpabilité et
montre une nouvelle fois 'absence de
démocratie en Turquie”.

INTERDICTION D’UN LIVRE
DE LA JOURNALISTE
ALLEMANDE LISSY
SCHMIDT

La Cour de Sareté de I'Etat
d'lstanbul a décidé, le 16 janvier, la sai-
sie de tous les exemplaires d'un ouvra-

ge intitulé Ozgurligun Bedeli (Le prix
de la liberté) écrit par la journaliste alle-
mande Lissy Schmidt. Celle-ci, aprés
avoir travaillé pendant des années en
Turquie, s'était, a partir de 1992, instal-
Ié au Kurdistan irakien ou, jusqu'a son
meurtre mystérieux en 1994, elle tra-
vaillait pour plusieurs organes de pres-
se européens dont 'AFP. Selon la cour
turque, le livre de L. Schmidt ferait de
“la propagande séparatiste” et son édi-
teur turc doit comparaitre pour
répondre de ce chef d’accusation

LA TURQUIE EST UN DES
MEILLEURS “CLIENTS”
DE LA COMMISSION
EUROPEENNE DES DROITS
DE L’HOMME POUR
L’ANNEE 96

La Commission européenne des
droits de 'homme, organe judiciaire du
Conseil de I'Europe, a été submergée
par les requétes des citoyens des 40
pays constituant cette organisation
pan-européenne. 12. 153 plaintes ont
été déposées en 1996, un chiffre en
progression de 20% par rapport a
'année précédente. Les plaintes jugées
recevables par la Commission progres-
sent de 30% et représentent 624
requétes dont 37 requétes émanant
des citoyens de Turquie. S’exprimant
au nom de la Direction des droits de
I'hnomme du Comité des ministres,
Pierre-Henry Imbert, a souligné I'atten-
tion toute particuliére accordée a la
Turquie dans la réforme de la Cour
européenne des droits de 'lhomme, qui
est suspendue a |a ratification d'un pro-
tocole signé par tous les Etats
membres. Elle consiste a rendre pilus
efficace la juridiction européenne
notamment en matiére d'exécution des
arréts rendus. En désignant la Turquie
comme un pays peu “discipliné” et
comme “un des plus gros clients” de la
Commission européenne des droits de
I'homme, M. Imbert a déclaré: “La
Turquie va-t-elle utiliser le biais du blo-
cage pour manifester son mécontente-
ment contre les critiques portées par le
Conseil de I'Europe, ou bien va-t-elle
ratifier le protocole pour ne pas s'isoler ?”.
La plupart des requétes déposées
contre la Turquie portent sur les exécu-
tions extrajudiciaires, et sur la destruc-
tion et I'évacuation des villages kurdes.
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TUSIAD has done
its duty for the
democratic system

r years various Turkish governments have
emphasized the need for democratic reforms in
our country. Nothing much has been done really
because this needs a drastic change in the cur-

rent mentality in Turkey.

Despite the calls for such reforms, have past

-governments had the political will for such

progress? We doubt it. From Siileyman Demirel
onwards the promises for democratic reforms have
remained as promises and wishful thinki ’

But now there is a new opening. The Turkish

Industrialists and Businessmen’s Association
(TUSIAD) has taken the matter into its own hands
bz:n introducing a package under the title
“Improving Turkey’s Democratic Standards” and
has made very serious proposals on real political
and social reformation in our country.

The conservative circles in Turkey have greeted
the report with incredible criticism and antago-

nism. These are the peo-
ple who have lost touch
with all global realities
and who want to push our
country into isolation.
Turkish businessmen

see that under the cur-

rent circumstances
Turkey can never hope to
become an elite member
of the family of civilized
nations. Without reforms
.it will remain as an
insignificant semi-democ-

racy on the doorstep of -

Europe. It is normal that.

the TUSIAD democratiza- .

tion package will be
debated at length.
TUSIAD has .done an
invaluable service to this
country by the mere fact
of opening up such a

By Ilnur:
Cevik

debate. Turks need to discuss this issue. There are
some aspects of the TUSIAD package that may be
considered dangerous by some circles who want to
preserve the status quo in this country. But in gen-
eral, the report is very positive and conciliatory. It
can create the much wanted social contract in
Turkey and create an environment of understand-
ing between the opposing factions in our society.
TUSIAD proposes to overhaul the system in
Turkey and they are right. That is what we need
and that is what we will sooner or later get. Those
who are unhappy with the TUSIAD proposals
should make their own proposals and open them to
public debate. TUSIAD introduces very positive
proposals concerning the exploitation of religion,
ending mili dominance, a new approach to the
Kurdish issue and other areas wFlere we need
urgent reforms. It offers a new political system
where democracy will function better.
_ Yet, we see some people are already criticizing
TUSIAD for trying to create a new opening that
could lead to reforms. The True Path P (DYP)
has even accused the businessmen of interfering in
litics. The pro-Islamic Welfare Party on the other
d sees some very positive elements and says the
package is worth consideration.
~ The business elite have done their duty. Now
the others sectors of the society should follow.

Turkl'Sb Dmly News THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1997

DYP plays down German cou
Confusion reigns over comments by German judge, with
opposition deputies calling vfor clarification and full inquiry

affront

TDN Parliament Bureau

ANKARA- Parliament reacted on
Wednesday to comments by a German
chief judge ap&arently implicating
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

“Minister Tansu Ciller in the protection
of drug smugglers. _

The comments were initially present-
ed as part of a verdict delivered to
court, although later reports suggested
the judge was merely quoting evidence
supglied by witnesses. “There is no

such verdict. The story was denied
afterwards,” said Ali Riza Géniil,
de% chairman of the True Path Party

arliamentary group.

Secretary-General Nurhan
Tekinel said the Turkish media had
exaggerated the incident, which did not
even merit attention in the news.
Tekinel said he had thought “Where on
earth did this come from?” when he
read the news in the papers, as Ciller
herself had done.

He noted that the media was wrong in
making the incident front page news.
“If it were me, ] would not have spared
any place for it in the papers.
being accused in a court may make
‘claims about anybody. It does not nec-
at the accusations are
true just because they have been record-

essarily mean

ed in court minutes.

I was surprised. If the papers had
printed the news with big fonts and
reported the news as if it were true, then
I would have put up the papers on the
walls in Parliament. The media should
Bay attention to these,” he said. DYP

eputy Chairman Hasan Ekinci noted
that the story had been denied and that
there were no such accusations in the

court’s rulin

Tansu Ci]ﬁar declined to comment on
the issue when entering Parliament on.

Tuesday.

ANAP: If story is _
true, it is a scandal -
Motherland Party (ANAP) deputies
reacted strongly to the German judge’s
mention of Ciller. “If the story 1s cor-
rect then it 1s a scandal,” said ANAP
Deputy Chairman Yagar Okuyan.
Okuyan said the issue should be inves-
tigated in Turkey and could not be dis-
mussed just by sending a protest memo-
randum. “If the story is correct then it
should be investigated. If it is not then
a stronger reaction should be given, to
protect Turkey’s honor,” he said.
ANAP deputy Yasar Topgu said the
verdict was very important because
drug smuggling was considered a crime
against humanity in international law
and politics. “The Foreign Ministry
must make a comprehensive statement
on this. It is not an ordinary. claim, and
the Turkish government is under suspi-
cion. No one has the right to place this
guilt on us,” he added.
Another ANAP deputy, Ahmet

0s€
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Hasan Ekinci

Nedim, pointed out that the story could
be more damaging when spoken than
when proven true. Nedim said the’gov-
ernment had to make the court’s ruling
clearly understood, adding that there
were still unknown aspects of the sub-
ject. “If the story is true, if the court is
right, then we should be ashamed,”
Nedim said, adding that it was impossi-
ble to remain silent on a decision harm-
ing Turkey’s reputation. ‘
ANAP Deputy Chairman Ibrahim
Yagar Dedelek said: “This is a very sad
incident. The fact that 65 percent of the
world’s drug traffic passes through
Turkey was reiterated at a meeting of
international narcotic police in Antalya.
Why should Turkey be in such a condi-
tion? These things have increased in

the past three years. Ciller has been
either the prime minister or the deputy
&ime minister in these three years.

hat the German judge said are only
claims.

I am not offended by this, because
why weren’t there any claims about
people such as Ecevit, Demirel and

Yilmaz, who have been prime ministers
for many years? If such claims have
reached those countries and Turkey has
begun to be pointed at in such issues,
%i ler has the main responsibility for
that. Turkey protested to Germany.

But before doinf that, the Yergetra-
tors of the Susurluk scandal should
have been tried in court. Ciller, who is
involved in a new scandal every day, is
damaging Turkey and causing the
country to lose prestige. There 1s no
smoke without fire.”

ANAP Parliamentary Group Deput{
Chairman Murat Bagesgioglu said: “It
is a sad event that a German judge has
made such a statement about a Turkish
minister.

It is also interesting that a serious
nation like the Germans should men-
tion Ciller just out of the blue. Turkey
should investigate this issue and ask for
the case file.” .

Welfare Party (RP) Parliamentary
Group Deputy Chairman Salih Kapusuz
said: “There has been no official state-
ment sent to the Turkish embassy or

Ismet Sezgin

the government. There has been a slan-
derous statement against the Turkish
government. It is not possible that we
protect unlawfulness and drug smug-
gling. This event has been considered
to be unlucky for our government and
state. We have given the necessary
orders to the officials.”

Democrat Turkey Party (DTP)
Deputy Chairman Ismet Sezgin said:
“Hiiseyin Baybagin, who is one of
those tried in the smuggling case, is a
perjurer, as we have learned from the
media. '

He gives the impression that he was
rented. We should not trust such a per-
son’s statements. However, I would
find it useful if the case was investigat-
ed in Turkey, since the issue is being
seriously discussed in the country and
the relations of these people with state
officials have been proven.”

Cevdet Selvi, Deputy Chairman of
the Democratic Left Party (DSP), said:
“It is ill-luck for Turkey that a high-
ranking politician, who is currently
deputy prime minister and foreign min-
ister, and who was in the past prime
minpister, is under suspicion in other
countries. It is sad for the entire public.
We do not know for certain whether the
German judge had evidence in his
hands, but these accusations cannot be
tolerated.

These accusations should be serious-
lz investigated and considered. When
there are so many doubts surrounding
Ciller's name, it 15 not possible for us
to say anything to the judge. Ciller,
who 1s scared to clear herself from
accusations, is always faced, clearly or
indirectly, with such claims.

The radical solution would be for
Ciller to resign. She should at least
resign from her post as foreign minis-
ter. She is actually overdue in doing so.
I opposed Ciller’s being foreign minis-
ter at the beginning.

Now everyone can see how correct |
was. It is a must that the Susurluk scan-
dal be solved and Ciller cleared, so that
Turkey can get rid of such accusations.
But since Ciller does not intend to do
so, the best solution is for her to
resign.”

89



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

| Tuﬂeﬁb Dmly News THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1997

US says Xulam is wanted on nine

State Department rebukes pro-PKK

Anger: Foreign Ministry,
“ambassador Vural have

made plain Turkey’s acute

displeasure over 'slander

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- The Turkish gov- also defaming.

COUJltS Of fEIony Kurdish activist

By Ugur Akina :
Turkish Daily news )

WASHINGTON- Responding to the allegation
of Kani Xulam, the director of the pro-PKK
Kurdish organization Amersican Kurdish
Information Network (AKIN), that the U.S. State
Department was “harassing” him, the State
Department spokesman Nicholas Burns refused the
allegation. Burns reminded that the reason why
Xulam was arrested last Friday in Washington was
because he was wanted by a California court on
“nine counts of felony.” Court papers show that
Xulam is a “fugitive” from Santa Barbara,
California court for “larceny,” among other possi-
ble charges.

Xulam, born as Nimet Gunduz in Turkey, was
arrested previously in the U.S. for falsely adopting
the names “Sereno Citron” and “Stephen Barry
Citron™ and obtaining a U.S. passport under the lat-
ter name. Xulam was sentenced to 400 hours of com-
munity service at AKIN office by an Armenian-
American judge in Los Angeles for committing pass-
port fraud — a felony that potentially carries a jail
sentence up to 20 years.

Baseless :
Burns said “the charge that somehow the State
- Department is harassing this %ug is just baseless.”
“Let me tell iou the facts,” Bums continued. “On
the afternoon of January 16th, last Thursday, the State

Department’s Bureau of Diplomauc Security received
a call from the District Attorney’s office in Santa
Barbara, California. The District Attorney’s office

: informed us that they had issued a nine-count felony
arrest warrant for Mr. Xulam. They requested our
assistance in locating him. We agreed to provide that
assistance.” “On Friday, January 17th, Mr. Xulam -
was located b(y Diplomatic Security agents of the
Department of State and arrangements were made
with the Metropolitan Police of Washington, D.C., to
arrest him, and he was arrested in the presence of two
of our Diplomatic Security agents.”

Serious charges '

“Now, these charges are very serious - nine
counts of felony. They were brought by the District
Attorney in Santa Barbara. Tﬁey're not State
Department charges. That’s not how the American
judicial system works, as you know very well, but
perhaps he doesn’t know or chooses not to believe.”

“He’s éot to submit to the legal authority of the
State of California here. These are serious charges.
He'll have to face them.” “The State Department
simply provided assistance-at the request of our
own judicial authorities and was able to help find him
and help in his arrest. That’s what we're responsible
for doing under our own law,” Bums said.

Free on bail - - ‘

After his arraignment hearing on Saturday, the
D.C. District Court judge let Xulam go free with a
$5,000 bond on his own personal recognizance.
Xulam’s next hearing in Washington D.C. court
will be on February 19, 1997 to determine of he
would be extradited back to California or serve his
sentence in Washington D.C.

Turkey slams German
judge’s anti-Turkish
comments in drug case

ernment has hit out at alleged Foreign Ministry undersecretary dom of the press did not allow the

spokesman Omer

Turleb Ddlly News wiursoay, sanvary 2. |l997

- “The claim, the slander, is
unbecoming and we condemn it,”
Akbel said at his weekly Xlr(ess
conference on Wednesday. Akbel
also said the Foreign Ministry had ) :
made a formal protest to the Akbel_ also said that a German

German Embassy. television program had *‘defamed”
“Last night, (Tuesday night) the Turklsg flag. He said that free-

Q

claims by a German chief judge Onur Oymen protested to the media to “defame™ another coun-
that the Turkish government, and German Embassy. In Bonn, the try's flag. - A German television
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller in Turkish ambassador gave a note program had used as a graphic a
particular, protects narcotics to German Foreign Ministry and picture of the Turkish flag with a
smugglers. Foreign Ministry he will also write a letter today to hypodermic syringe sitting on it.

A§(be] said the Klaus Kinkel, the German Forei An officia] from the German
claim was not only wrong but was Minister. We have also asked for Embassy said they were trying to

an explanation,” Akbel said. find out exactly what the judge




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

had said, “There were two stories in the press. One of them
saying that judge was giving the court’s opinion and the
otKer saying the judge was just quoting from the convicted
crimina&n &le are trying to find out just what exactly the
judge said.” _ ) _

canwhile, speaking to reporters, Oymen, said the claim
was totally false and no one should allege such wrong ideas
about a government.

. “These kind of things are totally against the nature of
international relations. Even a judge has to obey internation-
al relations,” Oymen said.

Germani ambassador Hans Joachim verg:: said “German
courts are independent; but on the other hand a judge does
not represent the German Government.” The diplomat, in his
statement to the Anatolia News Agency, said the best thing
would be waiting for the end of the trial.

AL P- Acence France Presse-

AP Agence France Presse-ALE.P.- Agence France Presse

Turquie-Kurdes-Pétrole : Attentat 4 la bombe du PKK contre I'oléoduc irako-turc prés de
Mardin

ANKARA, 23 jan (AFP) - Les maquisards du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste) ont perpétré,
dans la nuit de mercredi a jeudi, un attentat & la bombe contre l'cléoduc irako-turc dans la région de Midyat (sud-est,
sous-préfecture de Mardin) qui a causé un incendie, a rapporté I'agence Anatolie.

Un groupe de rebelles kurdes du PKK ont déposé une bombe & l'oléoduc prés du village de Sogutlu, selon la méme
source.

Le brut qui s'est dégagé de ['oléoduc s'est répandu sur une surface importante et s'est enflammé sous le choc de
l'explosion. L'incendie n'avait pas éte encore maitrisé jeudi dans I'aprés-midi, malgré f'intervention des équipes de
pompiers dépéchées depuis plusieurs localités avoisinantes.

Le double oléoduc irako-turc refiant les champs pétroliféres irakiens au port turc méditerranéen de Ceyhan-Yumurtalik
a été rouvert mi-décembre, aprés plus de 6 ans de fermeture suite a I'embargo imposé 4 I'lrak par 'ONU aprés son
invasion du Koweit en ao(t 1990.

La réouverture de 'oléoduc entrait dans le cadre de 'accord “pétrole contre nourriture” aux termes duquel Bagdad est
autorisé par 'ONU a exporter des quantités limitées de pétrole (I'équivalent de 2 milliards de dollars tous les six mois)
pour acheter des vivres et des médicaments, afin de soulager sa population durement affectée par lembargo.

L'oléoduc, formé de deux conduites de 40 et de 46 pouces de diamétre et longues de 986 et 890 km, est d'une
capacité de 1,2 million de barils par jour.

Le PKK méne une rébellion armée depuis 1984 dans l'est et le sud-est anatoliens a majorité kurde afin d'y créer un
Etat indépendant. Cette rébellion a fait plus de 23.000 morts, maquisards, militaires et civils.

KGJjj

A F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

AL P~ Avence France Presse-ALL P- Agence France Presse-Adh P Agence France Presse
USA-Turquie-presse : Campagne pour la libération d'un journaliste turc emprisonné

WASHINGTON, 23 jan (AFP) - Une pétition signée par plus de 300 journalistes, responsables d'organes Sie presse
ou défenseurs des droits de 'Homme réclamant la libération de Ocak Isik Yurtgu, un joumaliste emprisonne en
Turquie depuis plus de deux ans, a été remise jeudi & 'ambassadeur turc @ Washington.

"Ocak Isik Yurtgu a été poursuivi et emprisonné pour avoir mené a bien sa mission de journaliste”, a commenté la
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présidente du Comité pour la protection des joumalistes (CPJ), Kati Marton, qui a remis la pétition.

L'ambassadeur turc, Nuzhet Kandemir, s'est engagé a transmettre la pétition & son gouvernement, "notant que
plusieurs joumalistes turcs importants et certains membres du gouvemement turc partageaient la préocupation du CPJ
concemant les poursuites contre M. Yurtgu et sa mise en détention”, selon un communiqué de I'association.

Ancien responsable de la publication du quotidien Ozgur Gundem, aujourd'hui disparu, M. Yurtgu a'éte condamné a
une peine de 15 ans et dix mois et purge actuellement sa troisiéme année de prison. R

Il a été condamné pour "propagande séparatiste” pour avoir publié des articles sur le conflit entre les autorités turques
et les séparatistes kurdes.

Parmi les signataires de la pétition figurent les joumalistes Terry Anderson, Tom Brokaw, Tina Brown, Walter
Cronkite, Dan Rather, Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, ainsi que le prix Nobel de la paix Elie Wiesel. -

fibfftfaeua

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Ageﬁée France Presse
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Turks Protest

To Germany

In Drug Case

By Kelly Couturier

Washington Post Service

. ANKARA — The government has
‘protested to Germany after two judges
there alleged that high-ranking Turkish
officials, perhaps including the deputy
prime minister, Tansu Ciller, have pro*
tected heroin traffickers.

‘“These accusations are very ugly and

we denounce them,’’ said the Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Omer Akbel. He
added that protests had been made to the
German Embassy in Arnkara and to the
German foreign minister, Klaus
Kinkel.

Presiding over the sentencing of three
convicted drug smugglers, a judge in
Frankfurt said Tuesday that the court
“had found — based on evidence presen-

ted in the case — that there were close:

ties between the Turkish government
and heroin traffickers operating in Tur-
key and in Europe. .

Judge Rolf Schwalbe was quoted in
press reports as saying that two Kurdish
clans known to be involved in the heroin
trafficking through Turkey had ‘‘ex-

cellént relations with the Turkish gov-
ernment’’ and * ‘personal contacts witha

-woman minister in the government.”’

Asked Wednesday to name the wo-

‘man minister, another judge in the case,
Dox Neveling, was quoted as saying

that the twdKurdish clans had influence

d at “‘the highest levels of the govern-

ment, and the name of Mrs. Ciller was

‘cited during the hearing of the case.”’

The allegations were made when Tur-

.key is being shaken by accusations that

officials in the government and security
apparatus have ties to a network of

“criminal gangs. In exchange for helping

the government eliminate people
deemed enemies of the state, including
Kurdish separatists, the criminals are

said to have been protected by officials

and allowed to enrich- themselves
through drug trafficking, money laun-
dering, extortion and other criminal

-activity. :

The scandal emerged in November.
when an car accident revealed that a

BEEE
[SRENCRO!

.office has called for a judicial'i

‘militant4ilifanationalist ‘and- convicted .

drug smuggler had been riding in the
same Car with a top police official and &
member” -4f Parliament ' from Mrs.

"Ciller’s True Path Party.

The pfrss and opposition politicians
called the accident an indication of
widespread corruption involving public.
officials, . including Mrs. Ciller: and
Mehmet Agar, who was forced to résign
as interior minister. ..

A report from the prime-minister’s

tigation of Mr. Agar-and Sedat’Bucak,

-the lawmaker who survived r.ac-

cident. The report cleared Mrs; Ciller.

~ Mrs, Ciller, who is also toteign min-

ister in'Turkey's coalition governmjent.

‘reportedly is seeking an apology: from .. )

the German governmeént, but a well:
informed *source said that Bonn was
anlikely to contment on the case beyor
saying that:its’ general -policy was to
respect the independenceofithe Judicial
systemy: . . '
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69 Berker: Democratization
cannot be abandoned if

Q?’ Turkev's future is to be healthy .

Boyner: There are those who
RN would fie 10 see TUSIAD as 2

@‘ ‘Canary Lovers Society’

Kog: One could have wished
that our opinions had been
polled before the report was
Alfer - the prlic

By Niki Gamm / Turkish Daily Néws
ISTANBUL- The report which the Turkish
Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s Society
(TUSIAD) offered to the Turkish government at the
beginning of this week, “Perspectives on
Democratization in Turkey,” overshadowed its 27th
annual meeting held yesterday at swissotel The
Bosphorus. The debate which it engendered has
angered some segments of Turkish society and
encouraged others.

As has happened with other reports in the past
which have been issued by TUSIAD (the report on
Turkey’s indebtedness, the education system, etc.),
this too has served to stir up a debate on how demo-
cratic the country has become and in what direc-
tions it should be going. Outgoing TUSIAD Board
Chairman Halis Komili reflected on the recent past
in his keynote speech, emphasizing the imt&omnt
royle which the organization played during the peri-

from 1971 to 1980. As representatives of the pri-
vate sector, TUSIAD members had served as a
locomotive in efforts to introduce a free enterprise
system into Turkey. He also took note of the unex-
pected instability in the system which occurred in
the 1980s.

Komili warned that while efforts were being
made in the economic sphere to correct and turn
around the problems, it was unfortunate that the
short term measures were having no effect on

macro indicators. And given the present circum-
stances, Turkey’s need was for a community wide:

effort to reconcile differences and carry out essen-
tial economic, political and social reforms. And
how this is to be achieved is through democracy.

This was the responsibility of everybody, Komili
insisted and he urged as well.that the tegon should
be read carefully by everbody. He defended the
report where there had been particular criticism
such as occurred over Froposals related to the
National Security Council. .

Komili also reminded his audience as he con-
cluded his remarks that two years ago on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary of TUSIAD that 25
years later evcrybodlnwould be living in a com-
pletely new Turkey. And during that time the coun-
try would show that speedy growth could be
achieved without abandoning democracy, a just dis-
tribution of income could occur and people could
live together in peace.

Support for Democratization
Report continued

USIAD High Advisory Council Chairman

debate ov

¢ TUSIAD 'Democratization Report'

TUBIAD AGM 50813 manegng e meetng.

ershadows annual meetin

Feyyaz Berker reterred to the organization's consti-
tution which committed its members to universal
principles of democracy and human rights as be
addressed his listeners. And in the course of sgeak-
ing, Berker said, “Democratization is a subject
which Turkey cannot abandon during the course of
building its future in a healthy manner. Strong
economies will be able to catch the wind in their
sails within a framework of a state based on modern
law, with a social basis which is enlightened and
transparent and whichd’udgcs itself according to the
universal measures of democracy and law.”

TUSIAD member, industrialist Sakip Sabanci
who spoke to the audience supported the presen-
tataion of the Democratization Report as a duty
which befell TUSIAD whether the ideas expressed
in it were good, ideal, perfect or debatable. Cem
Boyner suggested in his address that there were
people in urkey who likened the organization to a

Canary Lovers Society” but he himself found the
report to be one which should be discussed and
debated as one would do with an advisor’s report.

Businessman Rahmi Ko, caught by reports as he
left the TUSIAD meeting, admtted that he hadn’t
read the report and could have wished that it had
been debated by TUSIAD members before being
issued to the public.

However he admitted that democracy in Turkey
was not something which would be a single jacket
fitting everybody. It was one which would always
produce pain and people would leam from it.

Tanor calls report an

effort at enlightenment

of. Dr. Bulent Tanor who prepared the democ-
ratization report for TUSIAD has said that generat-
ing ideas is not a prerogative of Parliament alone.
Responding to criticisms of the report, the Istanbul
University Law Faculty member told Anatolian
Agency that the report which Komili presented to the
government was not “a memorandum, but an effort at
enlightenment.” He emphasized that the report was a
contribution to an overall effort on the part of those
who wanted democracy in Turkey to develop. In
other countries which are democratic assocations,
labor unions, nongovernmental organizations and
people are free to offer their views but this is not per-
ceived as usurping Parliament’s role.

Noting that Parliamentary Speaker Mustafa
Kalemli had proj that the be transformed
into a legal proposal and offered to Parliament, Tanor
expressed his reservations. He pointed out that the
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Lake: Dynamic for growth, closer economic j
and social integration with EU established

' - Turkish Daily News .
ISTANBUL- “I believe that the dynamic for
growth, for closer economic and social integra-
tion (with the European Union) is already estab-
lished. Part of the success of that is due to

TUSIAD and its leaders,” said Ambassador -
Michael Lake, in a luncheon speech Thursday

following the Turkish *. = oo

Industrialists” and  Businessmen’s
Association’s 27th general assembly meeting at
swissotel The Bosphorus.

Lake, who is the head of the Representation of
the Eurotgean Commission in Turkey, was lauda-
tory of the efforts which TUSIAD has made to
assist in the country’s economic integration and

to pursue such orthodox goals as the liberaliza-

tion of the regulatory system and follow a vision
of being able to set strictly business goals. He
g%aised as well the four-year-long efforts of
SIAD Board Chairman Halis Komili, whose
term has come to an end.
The ambassador pointed out though that

Komili and his colleagues had been facing the
formidable task of “contributing to and even
guiding the modernization of their country in
récord time.” Unlike their colleagues and rivals

~in European Union member states, they had

faced formidable challenges which included

adjustment to European values of democracy,

human rights and freedom of expression.
“Turkey is going through a transition period,
erhaps at two or three levels simultaneously,”
ake remarked. “It is going through an historical
change in its cultural system of government in
three decades instead of three centuries...” Lake
also emphasized the importance of the TUSIAD
report on democratization as the organization
represents a segment of society responsible for
percent of the nation’s production and 45 per-
cent of its exports. He also noted that, as a non-
governmental organization, it had a broader
sense of responsibility to the people as a whole.
. One part of the process through which Turkey
is going is the growing openness of society as

witnessed by the role played by the media over
the most recent revelations of crime and scandal
which has illuminated some of the country’s

murky underworld.
L

e stressed his belief that this will lead to
Turkey's better assessing its own value and
worth and bring it closer to Europe. '

- Noting changes in attitudes to population
growth, disparities in regional and personal
incomes, the free circulation of workers and
human rights, Lake praised the way in which
considerable results have been achieved. Not

- least has been a diminution in the state’s role in

economic life from over 50 percent when he
arrived in 1991 to under 30 percent today. He
further noted that foreign direct private invest-
ment had suddenly increased at the end of 1996
and within that Europe;s share.

This accompanied an 80-percent increase in
two-way trade during the ]past three years, an
illustration of an irreversible trend towards fur-
ther integration.

majority in thal body were conservatives and this
majority did not represent democratic groups. At the
i sition was important but problem-

same time the

board chairman, accordin%to a statement issued by :
Council Chairman Aydin

olak following the elec-

‘tion. Members of the board include Hasan Arat,
Ant Bozkaya, Muhtesem Ekenler, Aldo Kaslowski,
Tuncay Izilhan, Omer Sabanci, Hasan Subagi,
Sinan %ara and Erkut Yucaoglu. Standby members
are-Sadi Giiciim, Korkmaz llkorur, Omer Kog,
Mahfi Egilmez, Murat Oztemir, Hasan Colakoglu,
Pekin Baran, Feyhan Kalpaklioglu, Frederic Giraud
and Ahmet Eren. Following the meeting, a lun-
cheon was held at which Ambassador Michaél
Lake, the head of the Representation of. the
E(ixdrgpean Commission in Turkey, delivered an
address. . . -

atic. He didn't feel that Parliament would make an
important effort on the subject. Tanor further suggest-
ed that opposition to the report had come from people.
who had not taken the trouble to read it in its entirety.
He offer as an example those who objected to the
proposal that the use of Kurdish be left free. In 1951
in any case using Kurdish had been freed but three
articles remained in the Constitution regarding its use
and these had to be removed.

New board chairman, members chosen
TUSIAD elected Muharrem Kayhan as its new

Turkisb Dﬂily Neu)s FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, I9§7

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The seven-year legal bat-
tle to get the 1,700 “Elmali coins”
returned to Turkey is nearing its conclu-
sion and the signs are that Tyrkey’s
Culture Ministry may win the case, with
ministry officials claiming that the
weight of evidence was in Turkey's
favour. _
The Anatolia news agency reported

that the verdict should be reached later
this year. o ‘
An illegal excavation in the Antalya’s
Elmal: district in 1984 resulted in the
discovery of nearly 2,000 coins, most of
which were smuggled out of the coun-

gy Between 1989 and 1991, the coins
were sold by public auction in the cities
of Los Angeles, Munich and Zurich.

Elmal coins may return to Turkey this year

‘A mere 16 were handed back to
Turkey after discussions, and the
Culture Ministry’s General Directorate
of Statues and Museums filed a lawsuit
in Massachusetts State Court for the
coins’ return. . -

Most of the coins are owned by the
OKS Partners company, one of the part-
ners of which is well-known U.S. collec-
tor William Koch.
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TUSIAD’s 'Democratization' report pleases nobody

Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- Reactions and criticisms are looming to the report
“Perspectives of Democratization in Turkey” published by the
Union of Industrialists and Businessmen of Turkey (TUSIAD) ear-
lier in the week, .

The Minister of Industry, Yalun Erez, said: “I could not under-
stand he(()iv;) anthcinstilutioni whi_gnl’ hca:)sultg) intema% u;d;@en;)cm and is
govern power of capi lecture on democra-
?',” while {')eputy Prime ﬁister and Minister of Foreign Affairs

ansu Ciller said at a reception for the president of TUSIAD, Halis
Komili, that her government was determined to maintain freedom
of religion and conscience, expression and t, and the diffu-
sion of capital to the base. The deputy-chair of the True Path Party
(DYP), Cihan Pacaci, accused TUSIAD of assigning “socialist pro-
fessors” to prepare reports. TUSIAD chairman Halis Komili was
summoned by the Chief of Staff and was lectured on the wrong tim-
ing of the report tegarding Turkey’s priorities by Chief-of-Staff
General Ismail Hakki Karaday: and Vice-Chief General Cevik Bir.
The generals also expressed concern on the ar:gon’s proposal that
the constitutional principles of “secularism and indivisible unity”
should be abandoned.

ITO: “Not words, but action and investment”

Istanbul Chamber of Commerce (ITO) chairman Mehmet
Yildirim criticised the TUSIAD report sarving: “It is easy to be a
pre_ach«f:r oct; democracy, but what is difficult but important is to take
action for democracy.”

Yildirim said in a written statement that the report did not have
any originality since it repeated known facts. “This report is a col-
lection of ideas proposed bg' this or that circle before, and we may
agree with many of them,” he said. “But the era of ing reports
has come to an end. People g};pect not reports but action from busi-
nessmen. In el to the end of regional inequalities through sus-
tained social and economic development, most of the proposed
points would be automatically realized. Turkey with a strong econo-
my will be strong domestically and internationally and thus some
things will be realized easily.” ; _

ildirim concluded that what is to be done is to continue new
investments without interruption and asked how many investments
in the East and South East of Turkey had the authors and supporters
of the report undertaken so far.

MUSIAD: “Democratization

rt preaches anti-democracy” _
reggc airman of the pro-lslgnic lzdegendent Industrialists and
Businessmen Association (M S}AD), rol Yarar, criticized the
TUSIAD report for baving an anti-democratic stand against Islamic

tion. o
ed?’(i?{'JSIAD members have the freedom of not sending their chil-
dren to the religious schools. However, they have no right to intro-
duce rcsu'ictiogs 0|I; the will of the increasing number of people who

efer these schools.” ' o ,

PO the other hand, Yarar said the agreed with TUSIAD's pro-

s for changes to the law_ogi)o tical parties and the constitu-
tional changes the report contain

Different circles o
e criticism from business circles towards the report is inter-
preted as due to the different scales of business that different busi-

ness circles represent. o o )
TUSIAD is known as an organization representing big busines

in Turkey, whereas MUSAID ana we chambers of commerce are

known to consist of small and middle scale businessmen.

TUSIAD’s advocation of the workers’ right to strike, a minimum
wage and so on is viewed by medium and small scale industrialists
as a threat against their existence.

Turkey's small and medium scale industries operate laricly as an
“unrecorded economy,” in which the workers do not have any
insurance or job security. TUSIAD-affiliated large industries can
afford, on the other hand, to make improvements in workers’ rights.
In fact, the TUSIAD-affiliated businessmen see such improvement
as necessary for the country’s political stability. MUSIAD's objec-
tions to the TUSIAD report are based on 3 further dlszéreement on
the future of Turkey’s economy. While TUSIAD stands for further
Westernization and an acceleration of integration within the
European economﬁ Muslim businessmen see such integration as 2
threat to Turkey’s Islamic identity.

Onlﬁy trade unions pleased
The

chairman of the left wing Confederation of Progressive
Trade Unions (DISK), Ridvan Budak, said that what is expected
from a contemporary employer’s organization is to advocate a rapid

realization of democracy in Turkey, and because of that DISK finds

the report positive. .

TE:TE?IAD report certainly has its shortcomings and mis-
takes. But in its general e, the report does not show any
ne%axive a:gcts, Budak said.

ther labor union leaders also expressed suﬁfon for the report

and particularly the proposal: “Individuals should be given religious
education after they adopt a democratic and questioning culture.

The chairman of the Confederation of the Public Workers Unions
(KESK), Siyami Erdem, stated that it was a fortunate development
that TUSIAD was aware that limited democratic understanding has
reached its limit in Turkey, and added that they supported the strug-
gle that the economic organization intends in order o install democ-

racy. _

‘YHJSIAD is a big power in Turkey,” Erdem told the TDN. “Itis
an organization which forms the spinal chord of the economy. The
struggle that this organization intends for a democratic and secular
TurEey is a positive intention, aithough it is insufficient.

“We believe Turkc¥ will have a democratic structure through
these kinds of efforts. It is essential to change the status-quo struc-
ture of the country to a democratic structure for the welfare and
security of the people.” ~ -

Erdem underlined that both the employers and the workers strug-
gle for dcmogracx in Turkey now, and added that they espectally
supported TUSIAD's ideas about the abolition of the National
Security Council.

Komili’s final gesture .
. TUSIAD's “Democratization” ereBon has also been interpreted by
many as a final geslgut by TUSIAD chairman Halis Komili before
the end of his term i office. o '

The TUSIAD Anniial General Meeting is bcmﬁabeld on Thursday
in Istanbul and is exjpected to elect M m Kayhan as the new
chairman to replace Komili, and Biilent Eczacibag: as the new
chairman of the TUSIAD High Council of Consultation. The pre-
sent chairman of the €ouncil, Feyyaz Berker, said they aimed 10 ini-
tiate a discussion at all levels on social and economic issues by issu-
ing the “Perspectives’ of Democratization in Turkey” report. Berker
said that as TUSIAD they gave importance to social issues as much
as economic ones arid that the market economy cannot be thought
of in isolation from hman rights and democralization.
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daily news

Friday, January 24, 1997

Tarikats and Comaatsin Turkey

Due 1o his cautious approach to sensitive political issues and moderation, there are
rumors among the radical Islamists of Fethullah Hoca’s being an ‘agent' jeopardizing
the future of the Islamist movement and of Islam by preaching.'wrong Islam'’

Bg Niliifer Narh
. Turkish Daily News / ISTANBUL

he Fadime $ahin scandal, her sexual
abuse by Aczimendi tarikat sheikh
Miisliim Giindiiz, has created appre-
~ hension about the nature and func-
tions of tarikats (Islamic orders) in
Turkey. So what is a tarikat? What is
their role in Turkey? In order to answer these ques-
tions it is necessary to define the terms “tarikat”
(Islamic order) and “cemaat” (Islamic society/group)

_and clarify the difference between them. Then we

will offer an understanding of their social and politi-
cal functions. :
Tarikats are traditional Islamic organizations
which have responded to various cultural, social, and
political needs. Established as early as in the 10th
century, tarikats — small brotherly groupings of
mystics living in communities — prevente Islam
from becoming a cold and formal doctrine, keeping
it alive as an intimate, compassionate faith. They
were successful in sustaining Islam because the fol-
Jowers of tarikats were not often the orthodox ulema,
but they were rather flexible pious individuals who
presented the faith on a personal, but not institution-
al basis, and with personal fervor and charisma. The
tarikat Islam was heterodox in that it deviated from
Sunni orthodoxy with its mysticism and Sufi tradi-
tion. They undertook significant political and social
functions in the past. First, tarikats, particularly the
Nakshibandis and Kadiris, were mainly rei)o'nsnble
for spreading Islam in East and Southeast Asia and
Subs-%ahamn Africa in the mediaeval period. They
did not face resistance, but enthusiasm from the
local people because the Islam they presented assim-
ilated local traditions and provid £eople with a
new identity and understanding of the world and the

 universe. They were also among the foremost lead-

ers in Islam's military and political battles against -
the encroaching power of the Christian West such as
the revolts led %y tarikat sheiks in Morocco and
Algeria.

Political significance

_ The politico-religious significance of the tarikats
lies in the fact that they challenged the orthodox
Islam represented by the state by urging a “new”
Islam throughout the history in the Muslim world.
They were also socially functional as they provided
their members with a powerful combination of spiri-
tual renewal and human companionship.
Furthermore, they provided social welfare to their

disciples and to other needy people. For example,
they offered schools, food and lodging to travelers
during the Ottoman era.

After the establishment of the Turkish Republic,
the networks of secret mystic brotherhoods were
{)ushed underground when the tarikats were out-
awed by a law that banned tekkes and zaviyes in
1925 during one-party rule (1923-1946). During this
period, they provided a semi-secret platform to con-
duct covert Islamicist activities. Their secret, semi-
mystic lza; followers sustained ’%o&ular Islam and
ensured that Islam came through the 20th century
strong and vital.

After the easintf’)gf rigid secularist measures dur-
ing the period of Democratic Party rule (1950-1960)
and the provision of civil liberties by the 1961
Constitution — including freedom of speech and
assembly — tarikats began to operate on a semi-
legal grounds (despite the fact that in legal theory
they were still illegitimate, as the ban on their activi-
ties was not lifted) and forge alliances with political
parties.

The tarikat Islam was
heterodox in that it deviated
from Sunni orthodoxy with its
mysticism and Sufi tradition

Their social function has been widened with the
urbanization and industrialization that has uprooted
many Turks from their traditional communitiesin
villages and towns and created new social needs.
Tarikats are functional in contemporary Turkey
because they offer people a sense of belonging to a
community, human companionship, a set of guiding
rules, identity, and organization. '

They also respond to the needs of people con-
cretely by offering financial support, accommoda- .
tion, and a network for imgrovmf professional con--
tacts. They function as social welfare institutions in
Turkey where almost 30 percent of the population
have fo social protection. .

Despite their semiformal organization, tarikats are
the most active organizations. They function as vol-
untary associations and interest groups in a country
like Turkey where associational rights have been
curtailed. and therefore hampering the development
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Infiltration

he Fethullahi plan targets infiltrating
I the military and the police. Their

attempts were disclosed. See Hikmet
etinkaya’s article entitled: Belge (*the
ument”) in Cumhuriyet (June 13, 1994).
Also see, Rugen Cakur, 1990, Ayet ve Slogan
for their infiltration into military high schools.
Fethullahis have been often associated with
the state and they are seen as a group that may
promote its interest while th?: stick to their
ultimate aim of establishing the state of Islam,
a hidden objective, which 1s not openly
declared by the Fethullahis.

The relationship between the state and
Islamic groups is too complex to graspa
coherent picture reflecting this relationship.
There are tarikat members in the strategic
ministers, such as the Ministry of Education
(see above) and the Ministg of Interior. As
reported in Turkish Daily News, Cumhuriyet
daily wrote: “pro-Welfare Party (RP) cells are
‘becoming entrenched in the Ministry of
Interior. Some 700 of the 1,600 key ministry
-executives throughout the country (such as

rovincial governors, county governors and

nterior Ministry inspectors) are believed to
be RP supporters as compargd to nearly 400
during the time of former Interior Minister
Ismet Sezgin (1992-1993). o

“The number had increased rapidly in the
past 12 months. Of the country’s 76 gro_vm-
cial governors, 24 have performed pilgrimage
to Mecca in the last few years at the invitation
of the Saudi Arabian authorities. In 1994,
Interior Minister Nahit Mentege did not per-
mit 20 provincial governors to go to the pil-

image to Mecca at the invitation of the

grax;r(xh authorities” (Turkish Daily News, May
'3, 1994), Islamicists (particularly “moderate

ups) have penetrated the state structure.
goccording to Ali Sirmen (a journalist working
for Millily :
to the Islamic groups and are involved in such
groups with an aim of using them against
other radical political groups in Turkey
including the radical Islamicists. This claim s
based on his observations in Sanlurfa (a
province in the Southeast Turkey). Regarding
these observations, Ali Sirmen wrote in
Milliyet (February 27, 1994): “The Director
of National Education, sner Ergen, often orga-
nizes sohbet (“talk”) meetings to discuss refi-
gion with school teachers. Ergens does not
shake hand with ladies due to his Islamic
beliefs". Then, Sirmen asked “Who was this
Sanhurfa goveror, Ziyacddin Akbulut?" In

lyinlslt: this question Sirmen wrote:
‘r?cco ing to an official document (dated
October 18, 1992), Akbulut rented an 8,000
m2 estate (in Pagabagi Mahallesi ward,
Kosuyolu Strceaf; that was owned by Province
Administration to Gaziantep Ipek Egitim ve
Kiiltiir Vakfi (“Gaziantep lPek Egitim ve
Kiiltiir Foundation”), This foundation is con-
trolled by the Fethullahis. The rate of the

et daily), the state gave concessions

of autonomou , interest groups representing various
socioeconomic and political interests. Against this
background, the founding principles and functions of
tarikats and cemaats can be better understood.

The Iskender Pasha Convent

Among them the Iskender Pasha Convent is one
of the most established tarikats. It was founded by
one of the leading Nakshibandi sheik, Mehmet Zahit
Kotku (1897-1980). After Kotku passed away, his
son-in-law, Professor Mehmet Esat Cogan (1938),
became the sheik.” . .

Though the Iskender Pasha Convent is a tarikat, it
has never confined its activities solely to religious
and Sufi purposes and activities. Rather it has

involved itself in daily social and political matters.
Kotku had two roles: as a sheikh with poetic and
mystical style, he impressed his disciples deeply by
Frowdmg em with spiritual satisfaction; as a social
eader he preached the importance of strengthening
faith along with material developments and techno-
logical advancement. He also stressed the impor-
tancé of developing an interest in moral, social, and
political issues. Kotku encouraged his disciples to
take an active role in politics and affect political
input mechanisms.

e National Salvation , a forerunner of the
Welfare Party, was established in 1972 with the ini-
tiatives and active contributions of Kotku, who acted
as a founding father and mastermind giving ideas
and advice. For example, Erbakan’s idea of develop-
ing heavy industry was introduced by Kotku. Thus,
Kotku was a sheikh of the order, on the one hand,
and a founding father of an Islamicist political party
on the other.

Kotku’s doctrines

The politico-religious doctrine of Kotku has three
distinctive characteristics. First, Kotku encouraged
his disciples to fully benefit from the new measures
that softened the rigid secularism of the early repub-
lican period, and advised them to advance Islamic
education nationwide in order to strengthen faith.
For example, after the government issued permission
for the opening of Q’uran courses (after 1949),
Kotku mobilized his disciples to open as many
Q'uran courses as possible.

Nakshibandis have also built mosques and estab-
lished foundations that finance Islamic activities and
fulfill welfare functions — such as providing schol-
arship to religious students. Secondly, Kotku close-

monthly rent is 150.000 TL (in 1994).”

The aim of the Foundation is to provide
bright students with an Islamic education in
accordance with the teachings of Fethullah
Hoca and send a group of them to Militarv
lycee and Academua. This is a plan to
encounter the obstacle for imam-hatip gradu-
ates to enter military academies. See Air
Sirmen's article entitled: “RP Bu, Ya Devlet
Ne” (“This is the Welfare Party but what is
the Real Face of the State?”) in Milliyet
(February 27, 1994).
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ly followed national, regional and international
social, economic, and political developments in
Turkey, and responded to such developments with
an aim of influencing public policy concentrating on
national and international developments. He also
advised his disciples to take an active interest in
national affairs, which is seen to be the duty of a
pious Muslim.

Kotku encouraged taking an active role in politics
— such as forming a political party that is seen to be
a vehicle of Islamucization. Thirdly, Kotku recog-
nized the importance of infiltrating the strategic pub-
lic institutions and encouraged his disciples to join_
the civil service and be promoted to top bureaucratic
posts. In the late 1960s, several Nakshibandis were
employed by the State Planning Organization. Later,
in 1973 when the National Salvation Party shared a
coalition with the Republican People’s Party, many
disciples of Kotku were said to be recruited in the
administrative cadres of the ministries of strategic
;}ﬁ:liﬁcance. such as the Ministry of Education and

istry of [nternal Affairs. o

- Islamicist have alwaﬁug’l;ven a sEecxal importance
to the control over the Ministry of Education (See
“box). With an aim of remaining in good terms with
‘the state, the Iskender Pasha Convent tends to accom-
modate its Islamic philosophy to secular principles,
but it does not hesitate to criticize the regime and its
rules under required circumstances. ]

Nevertheless, its Islam seems to be reformist, mod-

Education

fter the March 27, 1994 elections
many people who worried about the
rther increase in the votes of the
Welfare Party warned the public authorities of
the danger created by the informally provided
- “Istamic education, by the Islamicist teachers,
~ and by the higher number of imam-hatip
- schools whose graduates were promoting the
Islamicist cause at universities. They argued
that all these activities were approved by the
top bureaucrats. As a response, Nevzat Ayaz
of the Ministry of Education “dismissed a
total of 15 bureaucrats (on April 20, 1994),
three from the top level, after consulting and
obtaining approval from President Siileyman
. Demirel and Prime Minister Tansu Ciller,”
reported in Turkish Daily News (April 28,
1994). Ayaz sacked some officials, aggointees
of the former Education Minister, Koksal
Toptan, on the grounds that they had dis-
played pro-sharia behavior and engaged in
tari{(at activities. Moreover, some of these
officials in the Training and Education Board
had drawn most criticism for recommending
pro-sharia publications to state-schools. For
example, the daily Cumhuriyet gave excerpts
recommended by the Board.

“According to one of the excerpts, the New
Year celebration is like a devil's ball and
encyclopedias are unnecessalv' piles of house-
hold items.” (Turkish Daily News, April 28,
1994; report entitled “Pro-Shariah officials,
new crisis within DYP”).

ernist and pluralist, since compromising with the sys-
tem, and forming a political party and contesting
elections are compatible with its Islamic political phi-

logi_ygihy. :

s tarikat has a strong support base, but is partic-
ularly influential in three provinces of the Marmara
region: Istanbul, Izmit and Adapazan; and in an
Easterm Anatolian province, Kayseri. -

The cemaats o 4 -

While tarikats are historical entities with a cen-
turies-old Islamic tradition, cemaats are new, as they
emerged after the establishment of the Republic.
However, Cemaats have organic ties with tarikats and
derive their fundamentals from the related tarikat. For
instance, S_l'ﬂ:ﬁnanis (see below) embrace all teach-
ings of the Nakhsibandi tarikat.

e Siileymani cemaat is the product of the partial
relaxation of secularist measures in the early 1950s, -
where these measures allowed two new Turkish
brotherhoods to appear, in addition to the
Nakshibandis, Kadiris and Mevlevis. '

The first one is the Risala-i Nur of Said Nursi who
had been advocating a Sharia regime since the begin-
ning of the 1920s, and the second one is the
Silleymanis, named after their founder, Siileyman
Hilmi Tunahan.

The social function of the
tarikats has been widened
with the urbanization and
industrialization that has
uprooted many Turks from
their traditional communities
in villages and towns and
created new social needs.

The Nurcus

Among the cemaats, Nurcus are the more estab-
lished. They were founded by Said-i Nursi in the
early 1920s. The Risala-i Nur was initially more
influential in the Eastern provinces; today it is said to
have at least one million followers all over Turkey.
After Nursi died in March 1960, Nurcus were divided
into various groups where each functions as an inde-
pendent Islamic society. Minor differences in Islamic
world views and political outlooks exist among
Nurcu groups, but they have not turned into major
divergences. All except a minority of Nurcus tend to
work within the system. Nurcus.have forged
alliances with the center-right — the Democratic
Pang-Justice Party-True Path Party — since the early
1950s. A small group of Nurcus preferred to back
another center-nght party, the Motherland Party, in
the 1980s. -

On the other hand, a radical minority, the Med-
Zehra group, also called Hizb-i Kuran (The Party of
Q'uran), opposes the present regime and its rules, and
thus refuses to employ constitutional methods. There

is another highly radical Nurcu group, Aczmendiler,
based in Elazig province in Eastern Turkey.

. They have a large numer of supporters organized
in-Istanbul too. Its political discourse has an anti-
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regime and anti-West thetoric. )
One of the leading Nurcu-originated cemaats s the
Disciples of Fethullah Giilen (Fethullah Hocantn
Talebeleri), which is influential in Istanbul, {zmir,
Adapazan, Afyon, and Isparta. The Disciples of
Fethullah Giilen is the most influential pro-Islamicist
up with a vast network of foundations, private
schools (for example, there are 35 schools in Turkey

and more than 200 in the Turkic Republics (See
Tempo December 28, 1994. No.52, pr.l4w16) and
one in North Iraq, Kirkuk), and hostels. It has 2 mod-
erate Islamicist &proach. Their philosophy com-
bines neo-nationalism, neo-Ottomanism and Nurcu
thought.

Neo-nationalism is 2 new sense of ethnicity that
emerged as Turks watched the reemergence of
Turkish communities from the Balkans to China and
nurtured by the events around them, most notably the

wth of outspoken Kurdish nationalism. Neo-

manism is a reevaluation of the Ottoman past

with a deep and feeling of nostalﬁia, and
investigating w the Ottoman model would pro-
vide any solution to the present problems. Although
Fethutlah Giilen was formerly a well-known Nur-dis-
ciple, he avoids being identified with the teachings of
Said-i Nursi who founded the school; whenever
refers to the teachings of Said-i Nursi, Giilen does not
pronounce the name of Nursi. His reluctance lies in
the fact that the name Said-i Nursi recalls radicalism
and the Kurdish cause.

Fethullah Hoca

Due to his cautious approach to sensitive political
issues and moderation, there are rumors among the
radical Islamicists of Fethullah Hoca's being an
“agent” jeopardizing the future of the Islamicist
movement and of Islam by preaching “wrong Islam.”
A number of radical respondents interviewed in 1992
(when I conducted a survey covering 500 Islamicist
university students) also directed similar criticisms
against Fethullah Giilen. Tl}nedy accused him of being
involved in a state-sponsored fitne (conspiracy)
against Muslims to divide them and to alienate them
from politics.

There is also information showing that Giilen has
employed a smooth approach to obtain stmtfergic

ints in order to carry out Islamicization effectively.

or instance, revealed that the disciples of
Giilen infil the police schools and military high
schools with an aim of capturing future senior posts
in these institutions. (See note 1) -

Consistent with this moderate approach, Fethullah
Hoca has often advised loyalty and obedience to the
state, and he even suppressed the anti-state position
of radical groups. When the youth marched and
shouted slogans to protest the government before the
coup of 1980, he stressed that such protests were not
“Islamic”. For example, when there was a nationwide
boycott in the Higher Islamic Institutes in 1977,

Fethullah Giilen stated in his preaching that “there is
no boycott in Istam.” Likewise, in 1989, Giilen
seemed to favor the system interests against the
Islamicists’ head-covering cause when thousands of
females protested the government's decisiou to ban
the covering. -

He severely criticized the women who marched to
protest the ban on wearing the head-covering at the
universities. =~

Preaching in Izmir Hisar Mosque, on November

Fetultnh (:8len (center), sne of the mast proml-
went propanents of Saidl Nursl's phlilsepby b
olun inftuentiol In political and sconemle clreles.

26, 1989, Fethullah Giilen made a statement which
shocked the majority of Islamicists: “Many women in
chador who marched on the streets are men disguised
in female dress or indecent women who never wear
modest clothes”. Later, in February 1995, Sﬁeakir(ﬁ:t
a fast-opening dinner (during the month of Ramadan),
Giilen declared that whether a woman covers her
head or not is a minor question, it is just “a detail”.
This statement again annoyed many Islamicist, and
radicals accused Giilen of collaborating with the sec-
ular forces against Islam.

Fethullahis’ political views and understanding of
Islam do not often clash with the “official Islam”.
Fethullah’s ideas are often in harmony with the offi-
cial views, particularly in periods of political crisis.
For example, during the Gulf War, Gilen's disciples
sup the Turkish government’s cooperation with
the Coalition against Iraq. The newspaper Zaman and
the periodical Sizintt, which disseminate Fethullahi
views, published manv articles endorsing the policies
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pursued during the Gulf War in 1991.

The Welfare Party’s victory
The victory of the Welfare Party in the March 27
© (1994) local elections has further strengthened the
confidence gained by the Islamicists. Does this pro-
vide greater autonomy to Islamicist groups? Would
they refuse to accommodate to the rules of the sys- -

tem. In order to answer these questions, it is-impor- \

tant to examine the recent developments in the rela-
tions between the governments and moderate
Islamicist groups like Fethullahis. Fethullah Hoca
did not seem responsive to Prime Minister Ciller
when she requested his endorsement for the Anti-
Terrorism Bill in December 1994. The bill had been.

prepared by the commission some two months previ- - .

ous, and had been endorsed by the Council of .
Ministers. . L ;

. The daily Zaman, like other Islamicist circles,
strongly opposed the bill, artgbuin_lg that it revived the
now-defunct Article 163 of the Turkish Penal Code
which banned “Islamicist ropaganda".--Althoudgh
there was no diametrical alteration in his attitudes:
towards the bill, Giilen preached moderation and tol-
erance in social life, and accommodation and com-
promise in political behavior in February 1995, soon
after his meeting with the prime minister.

In his speeches, he underlined the importance of
openness to new ideas and dialogues with foreign cul-
tures. This move was seen to be a collaboration with
the laic system against the radicals who o, gose to
accommodate to the regime and to blend Islam with
other political doctrines and foreign elements. (See
note 2) A survey conducted by Niliifer Narli, which
included 500 _ university students from various uni-
versities in Istanbul in 1992, indicated that the

Disciples of Fethullah Giilen has a nationwide influ-
ence with large numbers of followers among the uni- -

- versity students. Narlt's survey also showed that their

publication, Stzint, is the most frequently read peri-
odical of the Islamicist students interviewed.

Conclusion ,
In contemporary Turkey tarikats have largely devi-

" ated from the traditional path of mystical tasavvuf

thought and absolute reliﬁious devotion in that they
have become more worldly and practical organiza-
tions. : '
Tarikats and cemaats are organized in financially

powerful foundations that play important political and -
social roles. They are instrumental in mobilizing peo-
ple for political action. They also function as surro-

ate kinship networks for those who are uprooted

om a traditional communal environment and lost

alone in a metropolitan milieu.

Notes: : ,

(1) For examples of opposition to the anti-terror
bill, see, Zaman (November 18, 1994). For the infor-
mation on the meeting of Ciller and Giilen, and devel-
opments following their meeting, see Sabah
(December 12, 1994) and Tempo (December 28,
1994. No.52, pp.14-16). -

(2) See Yeni Yiizyil (February 15-17, 1995) for the
tension between the radicals and Fethullah Giilen;
and for the antagonism between the Welfare Party
and Giilen group due to differences in their approach-
es to certain Islamic issues such as head-covering, tol-
erance in Islam, Islam and state relations. -

B Turkey am()ng CO untri e S t O Turleb Dally News  cxipav, sanuary 24, 1997

receive Iraq compensation

The starting date: Compensation money for applicants

is expected to start flowing as of mid-February

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Turkey is among the coun-
tries, organizations and individuals that will
start receiving compensation as of the mid-
dle of February from the Compensations
Committee set up under the United Nations,
the Anatolian news agency reported on
Thursday. - ‘

The executive secretary of the committee,
Carlos Alzamora, was quoted by- Anatolia
as reminding a news conference in New
York on Thursday that 30 percent of the
revenue gained by Iraq from its food-for-oil
deal under resolution 986 would be given to
the committee:

. Alzamora said money had already started
flowing to them from this source and indi-
cated that they had come to the point of

being able to start making payments.
Turkey estimates its losses as a result of
the U.N. embargo imposed on Iraq in 1990,
for invading Kuwait, at anywhere up to $30
billion.
The loss is said by officials to be the
result of lost transit revenues from the
ipeline running from Kirkuk in northern
rag to Yumurtahk ‘on Turkey’s

Mediterranean coast. The halting of cross-
border trade through the Habur border gate
between Turkey and Iraal is also said to be
a major contributor to these losses in rev-
enue. .

The money to accrue to the
Compensations Committee is said to stand
at around $100 million a month.

Alzamora said that the number of appli-
cations to his Committee was in excess of

2.6 million, which in money terms repre-

sented $200 billion in compensation being.
sought by countries, organizations and indi-

viduals.

" He indicated, however, that there could
be a drop in these figures after a close eval-.
vation of which applications are admissible
and which are not. ’

Alzamora also indicated that they had
received applications from over 100 coun-
tries and that the documentation relating to
these applications came to more than 28
million pages. Officials indicate that-the
period for applying to the committee has
now closed and expect that processing the
applications by hand will take at least five
years.
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- Government downplays German

court’s controversial comments

Interior Minister
Aksener says neither
the Turkish government
nor Ciller in particular
were implicated in
German drug case

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- Allegations by a
German federal judge suggestin,
the Turkish government, an
Foreign Minister Tansu eSnl.ler in
particular, were involved in the
sheltering of international drug
smugglers dropped like a bomb-
shell on the Turkish political
scene.

Interior Minister _ Meral
Aksener announced on Thursday
that the government had looked
into the issue thoroughly and

.found that neither the Turkish

government nor Ciller had been

implicated duglr':f_the drug smug-
ling case, heard in the Frankfurt
ederal Court.

Aksener said the Interior
Ministry liaison office in
Germany had spoken with the
prosecutor of case, who strongly
rejected the suggestion there
been anything in the court pro-
ceedings involving the Turkish
govemnment. She said the judge’s
statement was disturbing and
hideous. »

The minister announced there
was very close cooperation and a
steady flow of information
between German and Turkish
security agencies on the traffick-
ing of illegal narcotics.

On the other hand, members of
the pro-Islamist Welfare Party
wing of the sovernment took a

firm position behind their coali-
tion partners. Responding to
opposition demands for an inves-
Rfaglon into the affair, Justice

inister Jevket Kazan said it was

unfair to accuse the government
of being ignorant of the issue, and

that the Foreien Ministrv and the

Bonn embassy had taken all nec-
essary action.

Ecevit says German
accusation based on
iller’s own statements
eteran leftist politician Biilent
Ecevit said that claims by a
German%'udge that True Path
Party (DYP) chairwoman Tansu
Giller was sanctioning interna-
tional narcotics smugglers had
undoubtedly been induced by
some of Ciller’s own public state-
T Speaking at the parl
peaking at the parliamentary
E’roup meeting of the Democratic
eft Party (DSP) on Thursday,

Ecevit said, “If a minister or
politician publicly portrays nar-
cotics smugglers, who are also
known to be on the state payroll
for illegal armed activity, as
national heroes, then he or she
should be ready to face serious
allegations from abroad.”
Referring to Abdullah Cath,
the ill-famed right-wing militant
killed in the infamous Susurluk
accident, Ciller had said that all
those who had fired guns for the
well-being ofithe state were hon-
orable people. o
Ecevit demanded an mvesu%?-
tion into the claims of t
German judge to see if they were
based on concrete evidence or the
unfounded testimony of drug

smugglers brought to trial.

He said the people wanted to
know if the German court had been
contacted by Turkish authorities to
obtain the relevant documents per-
taining to the case, and asked the
Parliamentary commission investi-
gating the Susurluk incident to pur-
sue the allegations.

The Susurluk commission meet-
ing later on Thursday decided to
look into the German court’s allega-
tions. The DSP chairman said the
Susurluk incident and the unfoldin
events played into the hands o
those who wanted to mar Turkey's
re_?utanon_ and added, “Even if
Ciller’s primary motivation is to
clear her own name, the duty to
clear Turkey’s name belongs to all
of us.”

Ecevit remarked that it was whol-
:y unjust to indict the whole country
or the actions of a few, but pointed
out it was getting harder to defend
the state as more and more security
officials were proven to be collabo-
rating with drug traffickers.

A similar statement came from
the main opposition Motherland

Party (ANAP) on Thursday.

General Secretary Yagar Okuyan
said German courts had made three
other claims during the past year
indicating that the Turkish govern-
ment was involved in illegal nar-
cotics trade,

“The pertinent documents for
these claims must be investigated. If
the allegations are proved false then
Turkey must react very strongly,

¢ and if they are found true then the

overnment must resign and the
emale minister in question (Ciller)
must give up politics.” said Okuyan.
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editorial

Why should Bonn
be apologizing to
us about Ciller?

xpressing outrage over allegations by a
German judge that Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Tansu
Ciller has links with organized drug
smuggling Turkey demanded a formal
retraction and apology from Bonn. )

It may well be true that a German judge
has violated his obligations and 'ex.ecqted
Tansu Ciller without a trial. Yet, is it right
to.hold the Federal Republic of Germany
responsible for the actions of a Judgq? o

In the past, several court decisions in
Turkey have outraged our friends in Europe
and thus we have had to tell them that the
courts in Turkey are independent and the

By Ilnur
Cevik

Frankfurt Judge Rolf
Schwalbe, who on
Tuesday convicted a

- trio of drug smug-

glers with links to
Turkey. - Judge
Schwalbe told the
court that the illegal
trade in Turkish
‘heroin was dominat--
ed by the Senoglu
and Baybascin fami-
lies'in Istanbul.

. “The families
have excellent links
to the (Turkish) gov-
ernment and person-
al contacts
(woman) minister,”

to a-

‘17th district state court, after sentencing a
Belgian, an Italian and a Turk to prison
terms ranging from five to nine years. When
asked which minister he had been referring
to, Judge Schwalbe said he had meant
Foreign Minister Ciller.

Schwalbe told the German News Agency
(DPA) that the high Turkish government
links enjoyed by the smugglers had come out
during investigation of the case and that it
was here that Ciller’s name had been men-
tioned. -

Here we have to be extremely careful in

what we say. If the German judge has based -

his remarks about Ciller on sound evidence
then this is really very damaging, not for
Turkey but for the foreign minister who is

also the leader of the True Path Party (DYP). -

- A judge neither in Turkey nor in
Germany, is a representative of the govern-
ment. The justice system is independent and
has to bé treated so.” It

- We should not make hotheaded state-
ments fired with nationalistic considera-

tions. We should not try to create tensions in.

Turkish-German relations but we should
also try to demand justice. If the German

judge did something wrong then we too can
use the judicial means presented in the
German legal system to take the judge to’

court.

If the German judge has made empty
accusations then he will be punished. But
this will be according to the book and not

‘government cannot interfere in their rulings. ‘said Schwalbe, the

Turkey’s anger should be directed at head of Frankfurt’s dueto our tantrums...

US suggests four alternativesto

BOTAS is not on list of 'bad boys'

By Ugur Akina
Turkish Daily News

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Administration is considering four
.alternatives to the Turkish-Iranian natural gas pipeline under con-
struction, according to a well-informed TDN source in Washington.

These alternatives — thought to be sufficient to meet Turkey’s
increasing energy needs — are: _

1) Importing more gas from Central Asia via Russia. 2) Importing
more liquefied natural gas (LNG) from Algeria. 3) Getting LNG.
from Egypt in accordance with the $2 billion deal signed between
the two countrics at the Cairo economic summit.

4) Importing natural gas from Qatar. .

Algenia and Qatar have reportedly discovered new gas fields and
are ready to expand their exports.

A senior E yptian official whom the TDN consulted seemed to be

of solving Turkey’s energy needs. The Egyptian source, however,

Turktsb szy News FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 1997

United States finance it too,” he qui {ed with a smile. :

Turkey and Iran have sifned a f 3 billion 20-year agreement to
deliver natural gas from Iran to Turkey, in answer to Turkey's
increasing energy needs. State Minister ¥’ehim Adak claimed that

during his recent official visit to Washington he explained the exclu-
sively economic nature of the Turkish-Iranian deal, and that
American officials “understood” his justifications.

aware the Admunistration was considering Egyptian gas as one way

sounded rather skeptical about the viability of such a plan. “Let the

* The TDN source claims the Administration’s opposition to the
agreement with Iran had not diminished even by one iota, despitc the

picture of “understanding” supposedly projected to Adak behind
closed doors. The Administration has reportedly developed the
above four altématives by way of undercutting Turkish arguments in
support of continuing Iranian rapprochement.

Iran is one of the countries on the U.S. State Department’s list of
“state sponsors of international terrorism” — as is Syria, with whom,
however, Washington maintains normal diplomatic relations.

BOTAS not a “bad boy” .

The same informed TDN source also clarified recent Turkish press
reports that the U.S. Administration is getting.ready to retaliate
against companies such as BOTAS, the Turkish state official
Bl eline construction company, which has allegedly violated the

Amato Iran-Libya Sanctions Act. BOTAY has started work on
constructing a 300km segment of the Turkish pipeline at its border.

“BOTAS is not on the list of bad boys because the Administration

does not yet have such a list of violators,” the source said. “We are
not even sure if there have been any violations or not,” the source
told the TDN. The D’ Amato Act prohibits any company from invest-

ing over $40 million in the petrochemical sector of either Iran or -

Libya.

2}

Turkey-Iran gas deal
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Elr]g;ldam’s Son’s Wounds

May Have Paralyzed Him

600 Seized in Roundups Since Dec. 12 Attack

By Douglas Jehl

New York Times Service

DAMASCUS — More than a mont}
after he was shot in an attempted as
sassination in Baghdad, the eldest son of
President Saddam Hussein still has not
been pictured standing, and there arc
suggestions that he may have becn
wounded more seriously than first re-
ported.

At the same time, a leading Iraqi
opposition figure said Thursday in Syria
that a subsequent roundup of suspects ir
Iraq has resulted in the arrests of about
600 people, including 20 high-ranking
military officials.

The ‘opposition leader, Wafiq Sam-
erai, a former Iragi general and intel-
ligence chief, said the blow to the op
position had been as serious as Iraq':
penetration in June of a network re
porting to another opposition group.

It was the third setback in eighi
months for opposition groups in Iraq
Opposition operations in northern Iraq
were set back in September when Irac
sent its forces into the Kurdish region.

If Mr. Samerai’s account is correct, i
would be significant that the focus of
Iraq’s response to the attack has been or
the military leaders and others from the
Sunni Muslim-dominated central pur
of Iraq that provides the base of support
for Saddam Hussein, the Iragi leader.

In its public statements, Iraq has ap-+
peared to blame the Shiite Muslim op-
ponents of Mr. Saddam for the attack.
The Shiites, whose base of operations is
in neighboring Iran, have claimed re-
sponsibility for the Dec. 12 shooting.

Udai Hussein, 33, has been regarded
by many as a possible heir to his father
Gunmen armed with machine guns
opened fire on him from close range as
he sat in his Porsche.

Interviewed several times from his
hospital bed by Iraqi television, Udai
Hussein has said that he is recovering.
although he has disclosed that bul-

lets remain lodged in his body.

In each appearance, the injured Hus-
sein has remained sitting in bed, with his
torso and legs covered. Opposition of-
ficials who have studied the pictures say
that he may be have partial paralysis.

Karim S S/Agehée France-Presse

BARTERING POINT — Trucks entering Iraq from Turkey on
Friday carrying smuggled goods and food destined for markets in
Baghdad. The goods are exchanged for oil, which is taken to Turkey.

® 2d Group Claims Responsibility

Alittle known Iragi opposition grou
calling itself Nahda, or lll;g:l(:\issanc%, har;
taken responsibility for the -assassina-
tion attempt against Udai Hussein.
Agence France-Presse reported from
Dubai.

A senior Iragi opposition official in
London supported a report in Al Hayat,
an Arabic newspaper based there, that
four members of the group escaped

1Y [
R

from Traq to Europe after the Lec. 12
attack in Baghdad against Mr. Hus-
sein.

The official said Nahda was behind
the assassination attempt, and not th
Shiite Muslim Ad Da‘wa al Islamiya.

another opposition group that had

claimed responsibility for the attack.
*‘Nahda 1s a group of young nation-
alists of various Sunni and Shiite back-
grounds, with different political orient-
ations,’’ the opposition official said.
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I/attentat contre le fils ainé de Saddam Hussein
pourrait relever d'un réglement de comptes familial

AMMAN
de notre correspondante
au Proche-Orient
Allongé sur son lit d’hdpital, une
couverture remontée sur les
épaules : les images d’Oudai Sad-

‘"dam Hussein régulierement diffu-

sées par la télévision irakienne ne
varient pas. L’héritier du président
irakien n’a pas bougé de son lit de-
puis I'attentat dont il a été la cible le
12 décembre 1996. Atteint d’au

‘moins quatorze balles, dont quatre

n’ont pu 8tre retirées, Oudai a subi
une ablation de la vessie et requiert
une greffe osseuse pour reconsti-

‘tuer des os du bassin pulvérisés.

Deux des balles qui n'ont pu étre
retirées se trouvent a proximité de

Ja colonne vertébrale, ce qui aurait
‘conduit les médecins frangais qui

Tont examiné 3 ne pas entre-
prendre d'intervention chirurgicale,
de crainte des conséquences qui
peuvent aller de la paralysie a la
imort.

Depuis cet attentat unmédlate-
ment annoncé par la télévision ira-
kienne, contrairement aux cou-

tumes du secret qui prévalent 2

‘Bagdad, de nombreuses rumeurs
courent sur les éventuels auteurs. A
trente-trois ans, Oudai s’est fait tel-
lement d’ennemis qu’il est quasi
impossible de privilégier une quel-
conque hypothése. La thése.d'un
reglement de comptes familial
‘pourrait étre renforcée par deux
faits récents, qui tendent a prouver
que le clan veut désormais resserrer
les rangs et montrer son unité.

RECONCILIATION

En signe d’allégeance renouvelée
et de sacrifice, compte tenu de Pétat
de santé d’Oudai, Ali Hassan
El Ajid, cousin germain de Saddam

Hussein et exécuteur de ses basses

-ceuvres, notamment au Kurdistan
et au Koweit, a donné sa fille de
‘seize ans en mariage a Oudai. Ce-

lui-ci est déja officiellement marié &
la fille de son oncle et ambassadeur
3 Genéve, Barzan El Takriti. -

Le deuxiéme fait plus surprenant
est la réhabilitation des gendres de
Saddam Hussein, Hussein Kamel
Hassan et Saddam Kamel Hassan,

tués, selon la version officielle, par:

des membres de leur tribu, qui vou-
laient venger leur «trahison ».
Homme fort du régime, Hussein
Kamel avait fait défection en Jorda-
nie en aofit 1995, et appel€ au « ren-
versement du régime criminel de
Bagdad ». Dépité du peu d'intérét
qu'il suscitait quelques mois aprés
sa spectaculaire défection, Hussein
Kamel était rentré en Irak avec une
incroyable promesse d’amnistie
en février 1996. 1l avait été assassiné
trois jours aprés, avec son pére et
deux de ses fréres, lors d’'une ba-
taille de rue, présentée par le ré-
gime comme un réglement de
comptes tribal. La télévision ira-

Kienne avait, quelques heures avant

les ‘meurtres, annoncé le divorce
des deux filles du président, ma-
riées 3 Hussein Kamel et son frére
Saddam et affirmé qu’elles n’étaient
pas au courant de la « traitrise » de
leurs époux.

Aujourd’hui, les deux hommes
sont qualifiés de « martyrs » et leurs
« épouses » portent le deuil. En
compagnie de leur mére, elles re-
¢oivent en noir les visiteurs qui se
pressent 2 hopital pour voir Oudai.
Avec son frére Kousai, responsable

des services de sécurité présiden-

-tiels, Oudai était le principal instiga-
‘teur du meurtre de ‘Hussein Kamel

et de sa famille. Pour sceller, a la
maniére tribale, la réconciliation
avec cette branche de la famille,
d’importantes sommes d’argent ont
été offertes a tous les proches
d’Hussein Kamel, I'acceptation de
Pargent signifiant la fin de la que-

relle. Le demier frére en vie d’Hus- ©

sein Kamel, Jamal aurait ainsi tou-
ché 400 millions de dinars.

L’hypothése d’'un attentat poh—
tique ne peut toutefois pas étre
écartée, Oudai étant sans doute
Thomme de lIa famille le moins dif-
ficile a atteindre. Dépravé, obsédé
sexuel, il avait pris I'habitude de
faire des randonnées solitaires en
voiture de sport, au cours des-
quelles il cherchait une femme. On
ne compte plus celles qu’il « enle-
vait » pour le plaisir d’'un soir, et
nombre de jeunes femmes a Bag-
dad avouaient ne pas sortir le soir
dans certains quartiers, restaurants
ou boites de nuit fréquentées par.
Oudai.

EXCENTRICITES
Contrairement a son pére ou a
son frére, quasi invisibles, Oudai se

-montrait en public, seul ou en
‘compagnie d’amis. Une de ses der-
- niéres excentricités fut de s’offrir

depuis quelques mois un jeune
tigre, qu'il promenait avec lui. Quel-
ques semaines avant l'attentat, ra-
conte un témoin, Oudai s’était arré-
té dans un restaurant de brochettes
connu du quartier huppé de Man-

'sour, 1 méme ol il a été blessé,
‘pour acheter cing kilos de viande

qu'il avait donnée a dévorer a son
félin, en pleine rue. Dans un pays
ol la viande est devenue un luxe
inabordable pour I'immense majo-
rité de la.population, le fait n’est

‘pas passé inapergu.

- Sur Pattentat lui-méme, les seules
.certitudes sont qu'il a été commis
‘par deux hommes, qui n’ont pu étre

arTétés par des services de sécurité
pris au dépourvu.

Peut-on relier cet attentat a cehu'

_dont a été victime, le 11 janvier, 'an-
. cién'ministre des affaires religieuses
et conseiller présidentiel, Abdallah
"Fadel Abbas El Samarai ? Selon de
.trés bonnes sources, Samarai a été
-tué de soixante balles par des oppo-

'sants, qui se seraient vengés du role -
joué par ce dernier dans la répres-

‘sion des émeutes chiites, qui
avaient éclaté le 2 mars 1991, la '
-veille du jour de la signature du ces-

sez-le-feu de la guerre du Golfe. A

‘cette époque, et pour engager cha-
‘cun des hauts responsables du ré-.

gime dans la répression, le pré-

‘sident irakien avait envoyé un

certain nombre d’entre eux dans les

_régions concemées, pour superviser

Ja mise au pas sauvage des insurgés.

' Le palais présidentiel a annoncé, -
sans autres détails, la mort de Sa-

‘marai, dans « un accident facheux ».

La victime a toutefois eu droit a des

obséques grandioses. Selon une ru-

meur, un autre haut responsable,

:ancien premier ministre, membre

‘du Conseil du commandement de:
1a révolution, Mohammad Hamza:
‘El Zoubeidi, aurait récemment:
échappé 2 une tentative de’
meurtre. Si cette tentative était

‘confirmée, il pourrait s’agir du dé--
but d’'une vague d’attentats contre

lles hauts dignitaires d’un régime

honni, que attentat contre Oudai’
‘aurait inaugurée.

Francoise Chipaux.
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Turquie-UE : Ciller rencontrera cinq ministres européens a Rome
ANKARA, 24 jan (AFP) - Le ministre turque des Affaires étrangéres, Tansu Ciller, rencontrera cing de ses
homologues européens mercredi a Rome en vue d'améliorer les relations entre la Turquie et 'UE, a-t-on appris’
vendredi de source diplomatique.

Mme Ciller s'entretiendra avec les ministres des Affaires étrangéres Klaus Kinkel (Allemagne), Malcolm Rifkind
(Grande-Bretagne), Hervé de Charette (France), Lamberto Dini (ltalie) et Abel Matutes (Espagne).

Lors de cette réunion, les six ministres aborderont notamment le probléme de I'application de I'accord d'union
douaniére entre I'UE et la Turquie, la récente crise des missiles avec Chypre et les projets d'expansion de 'UE.

L'accord d'union douaniére est entré en vigueur en janvier 1996. En raison du veto de la Gréce, la Turquie n'a
cependant pas recu |'aide européenne promise de plusieurs centaines de millions de dollars.

A Rome, Mme Ciller va demander aux cing ministres de trouver une solution pour éviter I'obstruction de la Gréce au
versement de cette aide destinée a compenser en partie les pertes de la Turquie, dues a fa levée des barriéres

commerciales, selon la méme source.

ue/nev ef

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

AFP- Agence France Presse-ALF.P.- Agence France Presse-ALF.P.- Agence France Presse

Chypre-USA-Turquié : Washington n'est pas disposé a donner des garanties de sécurité a

Chypre

NICOSIE, 24 jan (AFP) - Les Etats-Unis ne sont pas disposés a donner des garanties de sécurite a Chypre,
comme le lui ont suggéré Athénes et Nicosie, et préférent se consacrer aux efforts d'un réglement politique dans lile, a
déclaré vendredi I'ambassadeur ameéricain a Nicosie

"Ce n'est pas une chose que nous faisons traditionnellement et je ne vois pas cela arriver maintenant', a dit M.
Kenneth Brill & lissue d'un entretien avec le président chypriote Glafcos Clérides, selon I'agence chypriote CNA.

Les Etats-Unis "ne donnent pas de telles garanties a des pays tiers, hors du cadre de ses alliances”, et Nicosie na
pas proposé sérieusement idée de telles garanties” contre fusage de la force par la Turquie contre Ile dont elle

orcupe le nord depuis 1974 aindiqué M Bnill - . . o
"Nous préférons nous concentrer et étre actifs dans le processus positif de promouvoir une solution, mais il faut

d'abord surmonter les tensions” a-t-il ajoute e . ’
Le probléme de Chypre est "fondamentalement un probléme politique qui ne peut étre résolu militairement, mais par

sgociations” a dit M. Bril ,

E: Srérc]:ee?\ct)g ﬁggig?onadg tl\l’\if:oigie d'acheter des missiles russes qui seront livrés dans 16 mois, “nogs a ramerles dans
le sens opposé & lobjectif’ recherché d'une solution pour laquelle Washington s'est engage a fournir en 1997 "un grand
effort" a-t-il estimé . ‘ 3

Le chef de la diplomatie grecque Théodore Pangalos avait souhaité jeudi que les Etats-Unis "s'engagent a garantir’ la
<éeurité de Chypre si relle-ri renoncart a déployer des missiles russes S-300 sur sor sol.

Selon Iui, le moratoire proposé par Washington sur le survol de Chypre par les avions grecs et turcs "ne permet pas
de résoudre le probléme créé par les violations turques des résolutions de I'ONU et du droit international”

Le porte-parole du gouvermnement chypriote Yannakis Cassoulidis avait réitére mercredi le rejet du moratoire et
réaffirmé que Nicosie se réservait le droit de suspendre unilatéralement le survol des avions grecs, pour favoriser des
progrés une fois le processus politique lancé

Selon M. Cassoulidis, "une garantie américaine de la sécurité de la zone libre de Chypre et de la sécurité des
Chypriotes-turcs, favorisant le départ des troupes d'Ankara, rendrait le moratoire acceptable et I'achat des armes

inutile”
ealsb

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse
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Turquie-Drogue : Lourdes accusations contre la Turquie d'un haut responsable britannique

ANKARA, 26 JAN (AFP) - Le vice-ministre britannique de I'Intérieur, Tom Sackville, assure que certains membres
du gouvernement turc et de la police sont impliqués dans le trafic de drogue & destination de son pays.

Dans un interwiew a la chaine de télévision privée turque Interstar, qui doit étre diffusée dimanche soir et dont le texte
a été obtenu par 'AFP, M. Sackville affirme que des informations qui'il avaient transmises aux autorites turques sur
des opérations secrétes contre le trafic de drogue avaient été transmises aux trafiquants.

Il existe de "graves problémes” dans la coopération entre la Grande-Bretagne et la Turquie dans le domaine de la
lutte contre le trafic de drogue, selon M. Sackville.

"Nous avons des doutes sérieux sur les informations que les autorités turques nous accordent, nous ne sommes pas
sars de leurs crédibilité" a-t-il ajoute.

I a déclaré que 80% de I'héroine saisie en Grande-Bretagne provenait de la Turquie.

"Si ¢a continue comme ¢a, la position intemationale de la Turquie sera détériorée, il faut que la Turquie nous demontre
qu'elle fait quelque chose dans le domaine de la (lutte contre Ia) drogue", a-t-il déclaré.

Par ailleurs le quotidien turc Hurriyet a cité dimanche un haut responsable de ['Observatoire Geopolitique des
“Drogues basé & Paris, qui accuse les services secrets turcs de financer la lutte contre les rebelles kurdes par I'argent

" deladrogue.

"La drogue issue de la Turquie traverse les Balkans et, comme une nouvelle voie, le Caucase pour etre acheminée
a|'Europe. Si ce trafic n'est pas soutenu par certains milieux, comment pourrait-il se faire ?" a demandé ce
responsable demandant 'anonymat.

La Turquie a dénoncé mercredi les accusations portées par des magistrats allemands selon lesquelles I'Etat turc, et
en particulier le ministre des Affaires étrangéres Tansu Ciller, couvre le trafic d' herome en provenance de Turquie eta
destination de 'Europe.

Un magistrat de Francfort, Rolf Schwalbe, a affirmé mardi que I'existence de liens étroits entre les trafiquants et le
gouvernement turc était établie.

KG/mm tf

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A F.P.- Agence France Presse

A.E.P.- Agence France Presse-A'F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse

Turquie-drogue : Trafic de drogue: Ankara rejette les accusations britanniques

ANKARA, _26 jan (AFP) - Ankara a vivement réagi dimanche soir & des accusations d'un vice-ministre britannique et
d'un organisme intemational selon lesquels I'Etat turc étaitimpliqué dans un trafic de drogue & destination de Europe.

| "La Turquie demande que des preuves concrétes soient présentées et rejette les affimations sans fondement visant 2
~ mettre notre pays sous soupgon. Le fait que la Turquie soit accusée de telle fagon générale est inadmissible", indiquait
un communique du ministére turc des Affaires étrangéres parvenu a l'AFP.

- Le vice-ministre britannique de I'ntérieur Tom Sackville a affirmé que certains membres du gouvernement turc et de
a police sont impliqués dans le trafic de drogue a destination de la Grande Bretagne.

Dans une interwiew & la chaine de télévision privée turque Interstar, qui devait étre diffusée dimanche soir et dont une
partie du texte a éte cité par un joumal turc, il affimait que des informations transmises aux autorités turques sur des
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opérations secrétes contre le trafic de drogue avaient été passées aux trafiquants.

“Nous avons des doutes sérieux sur les informations que les autorités turques nous accordent, nous ne sommes pas
sQrs de leurs credibilité", a estimé le responsable britannique.

Par ailleurs, le quotidien turc Hurriyet a cité dimanche un haut responsable de I'Observatoire Géopolitique des
Drogues, base a Paris, qui accuse les services secrets turcs de financer la lutte contre les rebelles kurdes par l'argent
de la drogue.

Le ministére turc des Affaires etrangéres a ajouté dans son communiqué que “notre réaction a été exprimée et des
démarches nécessaires ont eté faites a Ankara concemant les affirmations d'origine britannique et francaise et la
présentation dans limmédiat (a I'Etat turc) des preuves qu'ils disposent, a été demandée”.

La Turquie, qui agit en "coopération intense avec les autres pays dans la lutte contre le trafic de drogue”, est "toujours
préte a enquéter par les voies légales sur toutes les affimations, dans le cadre de ses résponsabilités inteationales”,
a précisé le communiqué turc.

~ Une premiére accusation contre la Turquie avait été lancée mardi par des magistrats allemands selon lesquels I'Etat
turc, et en particulier le ministre des Affaires étrangéres Tansu Ciller, couvrait un trafic d'héroine en provenance de
Turquie et a destination de I'Europe.

Le magistrat de Francfort, Rolf Schwalbe, avait affirmé que I'existence de liens étroits entre les trafiquants et le
gouvernement turc était établie. Ankara avait vivement protesté contre ces propos.

KGles ff

A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse-A.F.P.- Agence France Presse
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Irak-GB-Turquie : L'lrak critique la GB pour avoir dépéché des diplomates dans le nord

BAGDAD, 26 jan (AFP) - L'lrak a critique dimanche la Grande-Bretagne pour avoir envoyé dans le Kurdistan des
diplomates de son ambassade a Ankara et reproché a la Turquie d'avoir autorisé leur passsage en territoire irakien.

"Nous dénongons ['attitude de la Grande-Bretagne qui a envoyé ses diplomates dans la région de Salaheddine et
d'Erbil et nous considérons cet acte comme une violation de notre souveraineté”, a affirmé le quotidien As-Saoura,
organe du parti Baas au pouvoir en Irak.

De méme, "nous faisons assumer a la Turquie la responsabilité d'avoir autorisé les diplomates a passer la frontiére,
sans le feu vert du gouvernement irakien”, a ajouté le journal.

"Il n'est pas du droit de la Grande-Bretagne, ni d'aucun autre pays d'empiéter sur la souveraineté de I'irak sur
l'ensemble de son teritoire”, a poursuivi le journal.

Le Kurdistan irakien (nord) échappe au contrdle du pouvoir central depuis 1991, mais I'lrak a repris pied fin aodt dans
une partie des zones kurdes en aidant une faction kurde contre une autre dans les combats qui les opposaient.

Le Congrés national irakien (CNI), une coalition de l'opposition irakienne basée a Londres, avait annoncé qu'une
délégation de I'ambassade britannique & Ankara s'était rendue le 19 janvier au Kurdistan.

La délégation, qui s'était rendue dans les villes d'Erbil, contrblée par le Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK de
Massoud Barzani) et de Souleimanieh, fief de 'Union Patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK de Jalal Talabani), avait
rencontré des responsables kurdes et d'autres du CNI.

fch-hj/atitp
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Turquie-Israél : David Levy probablement en Turquive en février

ANKARA, 26 jan (AFP) - Le ministre israélien des Affaires étrangéres, David Levy, est attendu "trés probablement”
en février & Ankara, a l'invitation de son homologue turc Mme Tansu Ciller, a rapporté dimanche 'agence Anatolie,
sans préciser de dates. : :

Cette visite, qui est en état de s'organiser selon I'agence, serait une premiére visite en Turquie d'un ministre israélien
depuis 'arrivée au pouvoir en juillet & Ankara du premier ministre Necmettin Erbakan, du Parti de la Prospérité
(Refah, islamiste). - :

Le Premier ministre israélien Benjamin Netanyahu s'était dit trés content jeudi de la fagon dont se développaient les
relations avec le gouvemnement turc. "Malgré nos précédentes inquiétudes, nous sommes maintenant trés contents de
nos relations avec le gouvernement Erbakan", a dit M. Netanyahu dans une interview au quotidien Milliyet, publié a
Istanbul.

KG/pub t
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108

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE,
MONDAY, JANUARY 27,1997

o a4 L TMT’@ISb Dﬂlly News MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1997
- Turkey Faults German Judge. .. .| = " o
" "ANKARA — T"Lnrkey said over the weekend that it D ‘ ' ' |
would sue a German judge who accused Foreign Minister
Tansu Ciller and other cabinet members of protecting

. [J

heroin smugglers, unless he apologizes or releases ev-

idence supporting his claim. : a§ar e recelves
A Frankfurt trial judge, Rolf Schwalbe, had said,

Tuesday that heroin traffic between Turkey and Western

. e : ) g i : -0 (]
Furope wascontroled by wo Itanbul familcs that b Nonino Literature Award

‘‘personal contacts’’ with Mrs. Ciller, a former prime

‘minister. » (AFP)
S Turkish Daily News
AEEE ANKARA.- Turkish writer Yagar Kemal has been award-
OROEDRE ed the international “Nonino Literature Award” in Udine,

Mﬁ the Anatolia news agency reported over the weekend.

~ The 74-year-old writer was described as “the master of
Turkish literature, an astounding writer and human being,”
as the award was presented. :

In his acceptance speech Kemal said, “To write is some-
thing very humane, it is also a work of art. It is to create
one’s own personal style. Although my master was
Stendhal, I feel that I am closer to Chekhov and Faulkner. If
Homer was living in this century, he would have written
like Fautkner.” ‘

Awards were also presented to Luca Cavalli Sforza for
the best Italian writer and Polish writer Lezleck
Kolakowski who was honored as the “Contemporary
‘Master.” '

News of Kemal's award received wide coverage by the
Italian media, in both the cultural pages of newspapers and
on radio. In an article published in the paper Corriere Della
Sera, Kemal was portrayed as “a genuine epic writer. He is
able to look deep into his soul, baring all its grief and
humor. He manages to fight tragedy, emphasize unfairness,
yet always retain an adventurous spirit.”
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Turkey slams
drug charges
from the West

The Paris-based Geopolitical Narcotics Monitor
claimed drug smugglers enjoyed protection by the
highest authorities in Turkey, and British Assistant
Home Secretary Tom Sackville said many narcotics
operations had failed because of Turkish leaks

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The Foreign Ministry on Sunday
reacted harshly to proliferating allegations of high-
level involvement in illicit drug operations, seeing it
as an orchestrated campaign to undermine Turkey’s
developing ties with Europe.

The strongly-worded statement followed Sunday’s
press reports quoting British and French officials as
joining in the allegations, first aired by a German
Judge, targeting the Turkish government.

e statement said necessary representations were
made in Ankara and Turkey’s displeasure was made
known together with a request for the speedy deliv-
ery of whatever information and evidence they claim
to have. _

“It is noteworthy that such claims lacking any doc-
umentary proof are made through the press and cer-
tain institutions instead of being conveyed to the
Turkish government in the framework of the interna-
tional cooperation against narcotic smuggling, the
foreign ministry complained.

The statement said it was regrettable that some
European countries ignored Turkey's constant warn-
ings that the drug smuggling was a chief source of
income for the separatist Kurdistan Workers® Party
(PKK) terrorists, and instead of banning a PKK-run
TV station (MED-TV), broadcasting from their soil
and financed by drug money, were Jlrectmg accusa-

Turleb Dmly News MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1997

tions against Turkey.

“Turkey is demanding to be
shown concrete evidence and is
rejecting all unfounded allegations
lacking such qroof. The aining of
such generalized accusations
against our country is unaccept-
able,” said the ministry statement.

The official anger was vented at
the incriminating reports from
Britain and France which followed
allegations by German Judge Rolf
Schwalbe in the Frankfurt State
Court that Foreign Minister Tansu
Ciller was in personal contact with
known Turkish dru% smuzgling
families. The Paris-base
Geopolitical Narcotics Monitor
has claimed that drug smugglers
enjoy protection by the highest
authorities in Turkey, and British
Assistant Home Secretary Tom
Sackville has said many narcotics
operations had failed because of

urkish leaks. The BBC has said,
“Turkey has become the Columbia
of the Middle East. This situation
not only tarnishes the country’s
image but also aggravates livin
conditions for millions of Turkis
nationals living abroad.”

Sackville said more than 80 per-
cent of heroin seized in Britain
originated from Turkey, and fur-
ther that they could not be sure of
the accuracy of information con-
veyed to British authorities bK
Turkish security agencies wit
regard to drug smuggiing.

ritish anxiety stemmed from
“disturbing reports and claims that
members of the Turkish police and
even members of the government:

are involved in drug trafficking,”
he said. Remarking that the
involvement of government offi-
cials and politicians with convicted
criminals tarnished Turkey’s inter-
national image, Sackville added,
“There are facts which have been
uncovered as a result of certain
events and investigations. We
know that classified information
regarding narcotics operations
have fallen into the hands of dru
smugglers in the past. What
mean is that when we informed
Turkish authorities of these opera-
tions, they leaked the information
to the drug smugglers and the
operations failed.”

The Geopolitical Narcotics
Monitor, an institution which regu-
larly consults both the European
Union and the United Nations. has
overtly accused Turkey of being
involved in the illegal narcotics
trade. A Monitor official said 70
percent of drugs amriving in Europe
came from Turkey and added,
“Can this go on if 1t is not being
supported by someone? It is
u:lposmble to say there is no politi-
cal connection.” The official said
that drugs seized in Turkey were
neither ‘estro?'cd nor reportegd to
international agencies. “The
money from these seized narcotics
is being given to the unofficial
militia fighting the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK). This is
known in EuroEe. A large nar-
cotics network has been uncov-
ered, this is such a large network
that evervone is involved in it one
way or the other,” he added.

TurkiSb Dailv News TUESDAY, JM:UARY 28, 1997
Black money blackens image

urkey, not boasting of the best of images because of its human rights
record, is fast taking on a lasting reputation as a haven for death squads,
rogue securily officials and corrupt politicians. The country is rocked near-
ly every day with new episodes in a political scandal revolving around links
between politicians, terrorists and underworld bosses. The inves{igaﬂons, d.efymg
efforts of cover up show that officials have liberally employed fugitive terrorists for
the “elimination” of “state’s enemies” in return for which the crime bosses and their
terrorist partners were given a more or less free hand for drug trafficking. The links,
in recent days, caused accusations from politicians and officials of Turkey’s
European allies targeting the Turkish government ministers.
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" using firearms but with computer

ested in the issue, between
lion worth of black money is being laundered annu-

Since the black money, the proceeds from drugs or arms smuggling, or other
fraudulent exports, fuel the scandalous dealings, TDN is publishing a two-part com-
prehensive analysis of the money laundering techniques and the practises, taken

from the in depth economic quarterly,

Part -I-

By Cahit Uyanik

n the Oscar-winning movie “Ghost” the
good-looking actor returned from the other
world to save his pretty wife from an avari-
cious banker who was laundering black

money. The movie had a happy ending bat .
’ the bfack money issue remains as potent as.
ever. Money laundering is a new type of crime

which the world began to take notice of after 1980
and which has even found its way into movie
scripts. However, this crime is not bemi committed

. eyboards,
modems, the Internet and smart cards. The seeds of

money laundering were sown with the unbelievably

rapid development of comg:ter communications and
financial transactions technology. From then on it
spread to all economies large and small with the

. winds of liberal exchange and bloomed to its current

magnitude. Black mon:ﬁ' has reached horrifying
dimensions today. According to a U.S. senator inter-
§500 billion and $1 tril-

ally. This is merely the black money which is laun-
dered — the amount of black money which is not
laundered cannot even be estimated. The United

-States, with the world’s most liberal economic and

banking legislation, is the country with the greatest
black money prbblem. Beneath the surface of this
s)henomenon Lies the huge drugs trade. An estimated

7 million Americans regularly use some type of
illegal drug. This drug money is being funnel into
Jegal sectors through a variety of ingenious methods.
Laundering amounts to between $300 and $500 bil-.
lion per year in the United States. This amount has.
Egzg”? icially stated by the Federal Reserve (the

An amount which scares even the Fed
Another number the Fed aruculates 1s even more

shocking. The total net assets of U.S. banks are cal-
* culated to be approximately $4.2 trillion. This means

that around ten percent of the money entering the
registered and legal sectors is black money. The
amount of black money laundered in the world
every year — $500 billion by the most optimustic
estimates — can be put into perspective with certain
comparisons in Jean Ziegler's book “Switzerland
Launders It Better.” Laundered black money equals
the U.S. defense budget and is enough to finance the
yeﬁ oil consumption of all Western countries.

en we want to find out where all this black
money comes from, we always come across large-
scale criminal activity. The nsing wave of interna-
tional terror is always backed by the narcotics trade.
Drug trade which used to be in the hands of margin-
al mafia groups is now concentrated in the hands of
terrorist o:iamzations. This highly profitable trade-
makes small terror groups grow in size and get out

of control. According to research by the General .

Directorate of Security, 10,250 kilos of heroin,
573,000 kilos of hashish and 126,000 kilos of
cocaine were produced in 1994 alone. Arms smug-
gling, prostitution, kidnapping, extortion, counterfeit

EKONOM, with the publishers’ permission.

documents and industrial espionage can all be added
to the List of black money sectors. The agency which

s re(:%msible for the coordination of the internation-

al fight ﬁainst laundering, the FATF, said this to
EKONOM: “It is hard to come up with a aggregate
figure for laundered money. Experts say that any
figure cannot be more than an estimate based on te
science of statistics. Whatever the exact figure ma
be, the estimates show it is in the hun of bil-
lions of dollars. However, we do not have a defini-
tive figure nor do we have the distribution according
to regions and countries.” ‘

Laundering on the Internet
A multitude of methods has been devised to laun-
der the hundreds of billions worth of black money.
The most neiative aspect is that launderers make use
of state-of-the-art computer and communications
technologies. No matter how successfully authorities
try to patch up the holes, a definitive conclusion
cannot be reached. For instance, transactions over
the Internet and with smart cards cannot be con-
trolled and registered in any way. The reporting of
suspicious transactions over $10,000 to authorities,
which is seen as a must by most countries in the
fight against laundering, therefore cannot be very
effective. According to the U.S. Treasury
Department’s Financial Crimes Department, profes-
sional launderers change their computer software
every three months to avoid being traced. Experts
are trying to find a way of controlling computer and
card transactions without infringing upon the right to
privacy. The most state-of-the-art method for laun-
dering is through the Internet and by using smart
cards. Then what are the classical techniques? The
Wall Street Journal explains: “The narcotics dealer
gives a $20,000 check to a check collector friend
working for any organization. It is normal for a
check collector to carry large amounts of cash and to
§o to banks many times during the day. Hence this
lack money can easily enter the legal sector. The
drug dealer gets $16,000 for his check while the
check collector gets the remaining $4,000. Then the
drug dealer transfers the postal check to a previously
opened account in an offshore bank. Amounts up t0
$0 million can be laundered this way. All vou need

to do is to find a check coilector.” -

" The problem of globalization
and the computer age .
The classic method of money laundering is similar
to the rumors in Turkey which emerge usually when
the winner of a lottery prize disguises his/her name.
According to these rumors, the mafia discovers the
name of the winner and buys the ticket from him by
%ying even more than he earned from the lottery.
en the mafia receives the prize through the media-
tion of a bank director (working on a contract basis).
Thus, the money is laundered through legitimate
%rhocedures used in the lottery and banking sectors.
at method, in fact is a marginal way of laundering-
money, and it is not known whether there are sti
some people using this old-fashioned way.

~ According to a report by the Security Directorate’s
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_’
[; Danes enjoy sitting In cafes and talking pofitics. Now they have 2 new subject — Turkey.

comply with the commitments we
have made in negotiations with
Turkey...|'m always in favor of

nal politics. The Danish budget passed Parliament
with the help of “unity List” members who are draw-
ing a lot of attention to the Kemal Kog issue. So the
Danish government, in order to pay its debt to the
“unity list,” decided to take Turkey to the Human
Rights Commission. But for Petersen they have
other reasons and he also confessed that this deci-
sion was a very unusual case.

“It is important to understand that in Denmark,
currently a member of the U.N. Human Watch
Commission in Geneva, we have made the fight
against torture one of our priorities. This is ahigh

riority in Denmark not on{f' the case of Turkey but
in all other countries as well, so we are trying also in
this case 1o, S0 to speak, extend the boundaries in
cases of torture. It is an unusual step to take but we
are ready and willing to take unusual steps in the
fight against torture.”

Ankara also views this case as very unusual but
stresses that it will review its relations with
Denmark. But for Copenhagen this is not the case;
Denmark will try for continued cooperation with
Turkey.

“We wish to see Turkelz as an active participant
and working together with the EU economically and
politically. We won't stand in the way of such coop-
eration,” the Danish foreign minister said.

On the other hand, according to Danish newspa-
pers, Petersen has said in the Danish Parliament that
they were afraid that Ko¢ would be killed because in
England an individual who took Turkey to the com-
mission died in mysterious circumstances. When the
TDN asked about this, the Danish foreign minister
did not deny it and added:

“There has been one case where an individual
took a case before the Human Rights Commission
and was later, in mysterious circumstances, liqui-

that. When it comes to enlargement,

it is not on the agenda now. What is

on the agenda is to carry out the

customs union agreement that

would give rise to much more co0p- 5 1.cquse Denmark has decided

dated. This was a case where the person in question
had accused Turkey of using torture. Now that is
also a very unusual case.”

Another debate about the Kog case in Denmark
concerns whether it will be won or lost and what

eration 1a the economic field iy :
. 1o take TurkeY to the Human Rights
between Turkey and the EU. ((‘)nmmission with the claim thatga
e Danish citizen was tortured in
Petersen: ‘I wish it could  Tutkey.
b . This matter] ng('joges Khemal
rwis 0%, a naturali anish citi-
have een Othe 6 _zreund?f Kur}c)iish origin frogl
: ) Turkey, who was detaine
but it couldn’, L

alking around in
Denmark, you see a poster
on some of the walls: A

Kurd with his typical face and big
black eyes. thick mustache and
three-day beard. The poster
describes the man as a Kurdish
refugee from Turkey and says, “In

his country they allow torture. What

are we going 1o do about it?”
This poster might be a little bit
old. Nowadays itis unnecessary to

ask “What 3¢ we going to do about

when he tried to enter Turkey
on July 8 to attend the funeral
of his brother. He was official-
ly arrested the next day on
charges of attending pro-PKK
rallies in Denmark and
Germany and for helping the
organization in various ways.
o¢, who was finally
released on Aug. 15 and
allowed to travel home pend-
ing his trial, alleged, while in
Turkey and once back in :
Denmark, that he had been tor-
tured by the Turkish police.
Six months after his arrest,
Denmark decided to take
Turkey to the Human Rights
Commission. Turkish Foreign
Ministry officials think that
this decision of Denmark’s is
totally related to Danish inter-

will happen if it is lost. Petersen himself seems to
have some doubts about the outcome. _

“The Human Rights Commission will establish
the facts of the matter. If after looking into the case
they reach the conclusion that the facts of the matter
do not substantiate Mr. Kog's claim to have been
tortured, they will come out and say so. But the aim
of the commission is to establish the facts. After
that, they will reach a judgment, so I feel that this is
the right way to go about things,” Petersen said.

He also added that there was a time limit of six
months for the application to the commission.
Denmark had applied to the commission just one
day before the time limit expired.

‘It would have been more convenient for us to
wait until his case was finally tried but we were
afraid that would have cut off the possibility of
going to the Human Rights Commission. I wish it
could been different,” 1§etersen said.

After the Danish decision, Turkish Foreign
Ministry officials pointed out that this is Denmark’s
term as president of the Organization for Secunty
and Cooperation on Europe (OSCE) and are
of Danish bias. Petersen denied it.

“We have.to be fair to all members of the OSCE
and we certainly try to be.... OSCE rinciples have
to do with democracy, with respect ?or human
rights, and we are not in contradiction with the basic
prnciples of the OSCE.”

In reply to a question about Cyprus and the
OSCE. Petersen said that Cyprus was mostly the

111
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department set up to fight against smuggling and
organized criminal activities, crime syndicates have
been laundering illegal money through more sophis-
ticated and less suspicious ways, such as:

“Establishing phony comganies, using false
receipts, receiving loans from a local bank branch by
showing a certain amount of money deposited
abroad as guarantee, operating gambling houses,
betting on horse-racing, using credit cards received
from the tax-exempt countries, purchasing large
buildings and properties with cash, smuggling
money abroad, investing money in stock market
shares or government bonds, benefiting from the lib-
eralized banking services in free-trade zones, estab-
lishing tourist agencies and transferring the money
through travelers cheques, making enormous pur-
chases of assets besides real estate.

Most of the methods mentioned in the above list
had even been used before the dazzling effects of the
fatest technological developments emerged. Money
laundering used to. be considered as an “internal
matter” while the world’s economies and banking
systems were separated by barriers. But the problem
ained a universal aspect with the globalization of

e economy. The money launderers started to use
international banking systems more frequently in
order to avoid &rosecution by the authorities of the:
country where the money was laundered. The cost of
hiding the money within the sophisticated financial
systems was found to be much lower than establish-
ing phony companies ot preparing false receipts,
This method dlso saved more tjme for the money
launderers.

FATF: A special organization
. to fight money laundering
- The global problem of money laundering has;
brought the need to include all countries in the world:
into the struggle against that illegal activity. “The
United Nations Convention on the Prevention of the
Smuggling of Narcotics and Psychotropic
Substances” initiated on Dec. 19, 1988 was the first
to serve such intentions. A declaration of principles.
issued in Dec. 1988 by the “Basle Committee”
which is controlled by the central banks of Belgium,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom, the United States and Luxembourg, speci-
fied the standard procedures of the fight against

money laundering. The G-7 countries who noticed
that 1llegal money started controlling their
economies formed the Financial Act Task Force
(FATF) in July 1987 to reform the financial system
gnq standardize the procedures against money laun-
ering. . '
Later on, the FATF was joined by the OECD
countries, including Austria, Australia, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, Greece, Hong Kong, Iceland,
Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Portu_Fal, Si%a ore, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey. dgitionally. the
European Commission and the Gulf Cooperation,
Council were also admitted into the FATF, bringing
the number of the members to 28. FATF, which is
based in Paris, releases a report every year on the
latest international developments in money launder-
ing and the struggle against it.
Differing definitions
of money launderin
Several years ago, FATF defined a number of
'sugﬁgstmns for the prevention of money laundering
within the financial system. Money laundering
seems impossible if all these recommendations are

complied with. Many countries exercise them within

their own financial regulations and communiques.

The power of these regulations is boosted as they
become law. This is why the FATF has been trying
to persuade the member countries to pass a law on
the prevention of money laundering, even some-
times forcing them to do so. T _ ,
But the problem does not remain there. Some
countries include a number of criminal activities in

* the term “illegal money” while others define it as the,

“gain from every kind of criminal activity”.
Denmark and the Netherlands make the largest defi-
nition of mon?' laundering while other FATF mem-
bers such as Spain and Portugal only include the
money.earned from the illegal drug trade. In
Switzerland, authorities include crimes requiring at
least one year of imprisonment. The money earned
from drug smuggling, robbery, muga?pg, and ran-
som-kidnapping 1s considered illegal in Italy, and
the definition varies according to every member-
country. _ ) L

Although the definition of illegal money vanes in
every country, some countries have started to
enlarge their definitions gradually. In: 1990 the EU
members accepted Lhc_'madc&uacy of limiung the
definition of illegal money to the profit§ earned from
the drug trade. As a result, the ministerial committee
of the European Council had approved a convention
on the laundering, searching, seizing and confiscat-
ing of illegal eamings in the same year. In the next
year, the European Parliament passed the law on the.
prevention of money laundering.
" Boost in notification of

‘suspicious transactions’
~ These days, money laundering attempts in a
FATF-member countr{Jrequire a lot of courage. In
the FATF-member EU countries, every financial
transaction above ECU 15,000 must be tightly con-
trolled. Bank officials have the right to notify the
police about “suspicious-looking™ customers.
According to the weekly Economist, only in Britain
which is a member to both the EU and the FATF,
was there an enormous increase in the notification of
suspicious transactions after the laws on mone
laundering were tightened. Between 1987 and 1988,
only about 1,000 transactions were noted, while this.
illgl;léber rose to 5,000 in 1991, and to 14,000 in.

According to U.S. Treasury Department-data, the:
reports on foreign currency transactions rose from
1.3 million in 1986 to 12 million in 1996. Every
transaction exceeding $10,000 in the U.S. is investi-
gated. In the same counﬂ, a law passed in 1994,

rought tight control on all companies except those’

in the financial sector. When the international travel
cheques were included into this practice for instance,
American Express and Western Union which played.
a great role in money laundering, hit hard times. In:
Bnitain, authorities brought tight measures to bear on
accountants, lawyers and professional counselors.
involved in money laundering.
~ After facing these strict precautions in the FATF
member countries, the money-launderers started to
prefer countries with fewer legal and financial mea-!
sures against that activity, which are usually the:
countries aiming to find economic prosperity!
through the “offshore banking” system. Offshore:
banking is usually preferred by the countries which
are likely to have very limited economic resources,:
such as the Seychelles, Macau, Guernsey, the:
Cayman Islands, southern Cyprus, Dutch Antilles,,

Antigua, Barbados and Aruba.
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daily news

in Desmark

Danes like to wlk about poltics and

Tarier provides them with 3 topi for
erdless discussions. Afie the Paiestne-
Iael question and South African apardeid. For the Tutkish Foreion ity
Turker is the fatea case for the Danes Dermmrk's dedsi::);e :gnmkc nTSturr’l;ev 0
‘ the Human Rights Commission is based
By Ayse Karabat on invernal politcs but or Petersen
Turkish Daily News / COPENHAGEN  there are odher reasons. He says he

Tirkey: The ltest =
tpic ofdisevsion g

Tuesday, January 28, 1997

Danish Poreign Minister Petersens

wishes it could have been otherwise

wo old Danes are sitting at a cafe
drinking and talking politics, just
like most of the Danes. Learning
that I'm Turkish thcy start teas-
ing me, in English. “We'd better
go down there to Turkey and sort
you lot out,” they said. “Teach
you about the rule of law.”

The Danes are proud of their institutions. They
like to discuss politics, too, and Turkey provides
them with a topic for endless debate. There’s a Dane
playing football for Fenerbahge, there are Turkish
restaurants on every corner — and even some Italian
restaurants are run by Turks. There are 40,000 Turks
in this country, and with the top news stories in
Danish newspapers b;igg about such things as how
a thousand people shifted their accounts one
bank to another last year, Turkey seems to be the
chosen topic, replacing the Arab-Israell issue and
a axl'(theid in South Africa. Now, it’s Turkey, Turkey,

urkey.

Turkey has a host of interesting things to talk
about, with its scandals, its desire to be a full mem-
ber of the European Union, with its Kurdish prob-
Jem. There was even a Danish TV program on
Susurluk. There are also some stonies closer to
home. Five Danish politicians were declared per-
sona non grata in Turkey, and a Turkish Kurd who
is a Danish citizen was allegedly tortured in Turkey.

Relations between Denmark and Turkey have
been detenorating since Apni 1995, It was at that
time that Denmark allowed the opening of an ERNK
office (Kurdistan National Salvation Front, the polit-
ical wing of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKFE;),
which is fighting for self rule in southeastern

Tm not at all saving that
Turkev could easily solve
its problems. When it
comes (o one point. to the
use of torture in prison. we
are verv critical. not only of

Tuskev. but of all countries guity of this. | would
be the firs: 10 be glad if we solved the problems’

Anatdlia). The following year, they allowed the
urdish- parliament-in-exile to meet there and
Turkey declared five Danish politicians who partici-
pated in the meeting not welcome in Turkey. After

one of the Turkish incursions in northern Iraq in
March 1995, Denmark gut Turkey on its black List
and said that they would not sell-any weapons to
Turkey. Turkey responded in kind.

Many of the Turks living in Denmark complained
about the PKK pressure on them. They alleged that
the PKK was collecting money from them by force.
Danish Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen told
the Turkish Daily News in an exclusive interview
that he as well as the Danish government considers
the PKK a terrorist organization.

“We sometimes have a very difficult problem in
this country. That is, we have to allow legal and
ical activities. People who conduct legal politi
activities here are welcome. We will not stand in their
way. For many years, the PLO (Palestinian Liberation
Organization) had an office here. It was an informa-
tion bureay. The Israelis didn’t like that. Then the
ANC (African National Congress) had an office in
Denmark. The South African government didn’t like
that. Now we have information offices trying to deal
with Turkish and Kurdish matters. And the Turkish

overnment does not like it either. But we have here

&e freedom of carrying out informational activities.
But of course we do not allow illegal activities, things
against Danish law. They are subver-

sive and violent. But we try to con-

lit-

duct a policy that gives room for
leggl political activities,” Petersen
said.

The Danish Foreign Minister was
smiling during the entire interview.
I was not sure if this was because it
also happened to be his birthday but
there was something which was sur-
Ensm . When he saw that we also

ad a TV camera he put away the
very small Danish flag that was on
his desk. His office was far from
ostentatious; it was just like an ordi-
nary working room.

e criticized Turkey about
human rights but he supported
Turkey over the customs union with
the EU. He said that Turkey’s mem-
bership in the EU was not on the
agenda. He said:

“Unfortunately, for several rea-
sons — one is that we have not
been able to reach an agreement in
our council; and the European
Parliament also has objections — I
realize that we on our side have not
fully lived up to these negotiations
and agreements we have made. And
I don’t like that. I like the EU to
live up to its agreements. I have
been maintaining that the EU must
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concern of the United Nations, but Denmark, as an
EU member, had another idea: o

“The problems on Cyprus have been haunting us
for a very long time. For decades now we hayeTlad
this problem with us. Denmark played an active role
when we had U.N. peacekeeping forces there. I do
not see for the time being a role for the OSCE in the

Cyprus conflict. But Denmark as a state, and

Denmark as a member of the EU, is very critical of
the purchase of those new missiles by one of the
sides in Cyprus. I'm very critical of that. 1don’t.
think that 15 helpful at all and it could create or con-
tribute to dangerous tensions. So I would urge that
these missiles are never installed. That will not
make it any easier to solve the Cyprus conflict. This
is an attitude which we will pursue in our discus-
sions with the European Union.” -~

Economic hnks dlso weak L

between the two countries-

ccording to last year’s figures, Turkey
imported $188 billion worth of goods from .
nmark, and exported $133 billion. But last
year the joint business council meeting between the
two countries was cancelled because Danish busi-
nessmen were reluctant to participate.

“It is true that if you have a country where busi-
nessmen feel that there is insecurity, they will stay
away. But Danes certainly do not stagaaway from
Turkey. Many tourists go there. My daaghter went to
Turkey this summer and enjoyed herself greatly.
Hopefully, economic cooperation could be extended.
[ believe that trade is a factor which works in favor
of political reforms and friendship,” Petersen said.

The minister said that he realized just how difficult
the {)roblems facing Turkey really are. .
“I'm not saying that Turkey could easily solve its

‘problems. When it comes to one point, to the use of

torture in prison, we are very critical, not only of
Turkey, but of all countries guilty of this. I would be

. the first to be glad if we solve the problems. That

would be very helpful for both of us, and for ordi-
nary Danes, in terms of changing their views on

‘Turkey,” Petersen said.

‘Ordinary Danes are generally a little sceptical .
about Turkey's shift towards Islamist principles, but
Foreign Minister Petersen’s view was different.
Turkish people decide who will come to power
after democratic elections,” he said. “That’s good
enough for me.”
The Turkish population in Denmark is about

- 40,000 and most of the greengrocer’s names are
* Turkish. Turks in Denmark have some problems in
' fmdinrﬁljobs, but as Turkish embasz' officials in

e si

Copenhagen said: “If we compare the situation with
other European countries, racism is lower. But
recently in Denmark there was a discussion about
Turkish lessons in schools. City councils were reluc-
tant about the continuation of the Turkish lessons.
“T think the present rules will continue. We will
offer education in the child’s native language and at
the same time we wish also for people from Turke
living here to be familiar with Danish society. AnJ’
they need to learn Danish. We make a great effort
for Turks who are here to work to learn Danish...

* But we also think, most of us, that we should give

education in native languages. Because we do see

* now, that we're taking young people of Turkish ori-

gin into the police force, for example, and we are -
making efforts to be fair. I think we will succeed in
that,” Petersen said.

Turkish police

Turleb Dmly News 'l'UESDAY.JANUA.RY 2, 1997

- drug combat

© reacted strongly to allegations that there

©tse

slam European
hypocrisy on

Ahti-Sm_uggling Department Chief
Tuncay Yilmaz denies British Foreign
Office claims that 75 percent of

- drugs which come to London are

produced in, or pass through Turkey

. By Orya Sultan Halisdemir

' and Saadet Oru¢ -

: - Turkish Daily News

" ANKARA/LONDON- Turkey has

are connections between international
de smugglers and the Turkish state
f as well as slamming claims that the

government is not doing enough in the
war against drugs.

Britain, meanwhile, kept pointing an .

accusing finger at Turkey, sayinithree-
quarters of the drugs reaching Europe
were either coming from Turkey or
through it. Similar accusations from
German and French officials have
already caused angry retorts from

. Ankara which demanded concrete proof

or apologies. .

uncay Yilmaz, head of the police
Anti-Smuggling Department, blamed the
drug trade in Turkey on the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party and accused

" European countries of not doing enough

themselves to halt the drug trade.

Speaking at a press conference on
Monday, Yilmaz said the drug trade via
Turkey was controlled by organized
groups such as the PKK.

“Members of PKK who have been given
“refugee status” are used in drug traffick-
m%:l” imaz chargede.

e also said that European countries

- who had accused Turkey of harboring drug

smugglers were using the drug trade as a
kind of political stick with which to beat

Turkey. . -
Noting that one of the most important
aspects In ﬁghting drug smuggling was
first the control of the production of the
chemicals, Yilmaz said Turkey has been
successful in controlling the production of
asethic acid anhidrit but that Germany had

lax controls over the exportation of the

chemical.

Asethic acid anhidrit is an essential
ingredient in the production of heroin.
_ Referring to the production of the drug
Ecstasy in Poland, Germany and the
Netherlands, Yilmaz said the lack of
gppmpn'ate measures by the chemical-ﬁrg)»

ucing countries was a serious setback in

the war against drug smuggling.

He also alleged that the largest hauls of

(drugs in Germany were partly produced by

chemical companies such as Merck and
Hoechst.

Yilmaz then turned his attention to
Britain, saying that British authorities did
not give sufficient information to Turkish
authorities regarding those caught for drug
smuggling. E ‘
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He als accused the British secret ser-
vice of using Huseyin Baybasin, a famous
drug smuggler, as an aﬁenL
tlmaz went on to slam the Netherlands
for granting asylum and eventually citizen-

ip to drug smugglers. o

urning to solutions, Yilmaz said indi-
vidual countries should stop accusing each
other and start cooperating in the war
against the drug trade.

The London reaction _

British Foreign Office officials said on
Monday they were very concerned with
the high rate of drug trafficking from
Turkey to Europe.

“According to figures, 75 percent of the
drugs seized in Europe is coming either
from Turkey or through Turkey, which is a
very high percentage and worrying,” a
Foreign Oftice official told the TDN.

He underlined that the Foreign Office
had expressed its worries conceming these

high amounts to Turkish authorities in
Turkey and to Turkish Embassy officials in
London. _

“We believe that a determined and co-
ordinated action would provide solutions in
preventing such a high rate of drug smug-
gling from Turkey or through Turkey,” the
official pointed out )

Tuncay Yilmaz, n?’eakmg to the TDN
after his press conference, refuted the
British claims, saying they were impossi-
ble.

“Thirty percent of the drugs are coming
from the ngl?th (of Turkey), 20 percent of 1t
from west,” Yilmaz claimed. “And if you
assume that the rest comes from Turkey
‘itself, then that still means that only 50 per-
cent is from Turkey. But I can say the
amount of drugs actually passing through
Turkey is 30 percent.” o

“Tom Sackville, the Home Office junior
minister was quoted by Turkish Dailies
this weekend saying that some Turkish
authorities might be invelved in promoting

this trafficking into the Europe.

Sackville paid a two-day visit to Ankara
on the Oct. 13 and met with then-Interior
Minister Mehmet Agar, Chief of Police:
Alaatin Yiiksel as well as Tuncay Yilmaz.

Sackville expressed the displeasure for
the delay of the acceptance for a draft law
on “money-laundering”.

According to an international decision
taken in 1988, countries were expected to
make the necessary arrangements in their
domestic laws. Turkey finally accepted the

international agreement in November
1996, though western countries still
express their worries on the Turkish appli-

cation of the law.

Diplomatic sources commenting on the
subject told the TDN that Foreign Minister
Tansu Ciller was told to take the necessary
steps against drug smuggling as well as
money laundering during her trips to the
United States.

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY' 29.

mw Riddles in Assad’s Damascus

A Crackdown on Corruption or Maneuvering for the Succession:

By Douglas Jehl

New York Times Service

DAMASCUS — The Syrian capital
can seem a nest of riddles, and what has’
befallen the Orchid restaurant may be
merely where the puzzle starts.

A committee descended on the el-
egant French spot one day in November:
to shut it down, and it has remained so
ever since, with a dangling door-tag
signed ‘‘Corruption-fighting section,
Ministry of Supply.”’

What most intrigues its patrons is that
the restaurant is owned by a nephew of
Hafez Assad, the Syrian president.
People who have begun to piece to-
gether other developments have begun
to wonder what is going on.

One of Mr. Assad’s brothers, Jemil,
has departed abruptly for Paris, where
another brother, Rifaat, spent part of a
long exile. Rifaat Assad, now back in.
Damascus and officially still a vice
president, is reported by foreign dip-
lomats and prominent Syrians to be un-
der heavy surveillance.

At the same time, Bashar Assad, 31,
the president’s eldest surviving son, has
been newly christened on posters that
have emerged around the capital as
“‘our hope’” for Syria’s future. '

Together with a bomb that exploded
on a Syrian bus on New Year’s Eve,
killing 11 people but not announced by

the Syrian media until two days later,
and the fact that Mr. Assad had not been
seen in public until Tuesday, the signs of
maneuvering within the upper ranks of.
Mr. Assad’s regime have created a
mood of unease. ‘‘Things feel very fra-
gile," a diplomat said.

The owner of the star-crossed res-
taurant was one of Rifaat Assad’s sons,
yet he was just the first among the
relatives of top Syrian officials whose
business activities have been uncere-
moniously reined in.

When asked, Syrian officials have
'said that Jemil Assad is undergoing’
medical treatment, that Rifaat Assad:
may move about as he likes and that the
Orchid and other shuttered enterprises
were guilty of unspecified irregularities.
But the diplomats and some prominent
Syrians say they believe that something
else may be in the works.

With President Assad now 66 andi
recovering from prostate surgery, they
say, he may be trying both to clean
‘house and to clear the way for a suc-
«cessor. These people say that it is prob-
ably no coincidence that Bashar Assad,;
who was trained in Britain to be an
ophthamologist and who had apparently
given no thought to a political future
until an elder brother was killed in an
automobile accident three years ago, has
been portrayed recently in the Syrian
press as something of a Mr. Clean,

4

“‘The president has had it with his
brothers and their sons, and he’s trying
to do something about it,”” a prominent
Syrian said, presenting a view that is
widely held within the diplomatic and
business community.

Jemil Assad, 64, who grew rich by
extracting commissions on business
activity in Tartous and Latakia, spawned
so much resentment there that he has
harmed the family’s stature, the dip-
‘lomats and prominent Syrians say.

They say that Rifaat Assad, 59, who
assembled squadrons of tanks in Dam-
ascus in an attempt to overthrow his
brother in 1983, is suspected of trying to

renew his ties to the military.

Jemil Assad’s departure for Paris late
last month has not been reported in the
official media here. Diplomats in Dam-
ascus said they have been able to con-
firm it only within the last two weeks or
s0.

Diplomats also said they were struck by
the fact that while Mr. Assad was reported
to have attended a Jan. 21 wreath-laying
ceremony on the third anniversary of the
death of his son Basel, the president was
the only senior official present whose.
photograph was not published.

Syrian officials say that he was prob-
ably not pictured at his son’s grave be-
cause it was a personal family moment.

Mr. Assad has a history of heart
trouble and diabetes, but there is no




Terrorism fight paid for by drug
trade, says French research group
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evidence that he is suffering from any-
thing more serious now than the after-

effects of surgery. But it has been more
than 26 years since he seized power;’and
people have begun.to wonder whether
the latest moves might be related to the
question of who will succeed him.

Under the Syrian Constitution, the
leader of Parliament takes temporary
charge upon the death of the president, to
await the governing Ba‘ath Party’s nom-
ination of a candidate to be presented to
the Parliament and to voters for rat-
ification. Mr. Assad has said that he does
not have an opinion about who should
take his place. .

. INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29.1997

Bashar Assad, the second of Assad’s

four sons, had shown no interest in pol- .

itics or in the military, the historic route
to power in Syria. But immediately after
his brother’s death in 1994, he cut short
his medical studies to return to Syria and
enroll in the military staff college, from
which he is to graduate in April.

The inner affairs of the government
remain murky enough that the diplomats
‘and Syrians, who all spoke on condition
‘of anonymity, said it was impossible to
judge to what extent the crackdowns
imight have been intended to eliminate
‘possible rivals to the succession and to
what extent they were intended to rid the

RS EDND
R

regime of a widening taint of corruption.
‘‘Hafez Assad clearly wants to be suc-

.ceeded by his son,” a diplomat said. *{And

if you ask me whether all this is about
securing the future or polishing the present,
1 would say that it is probably both.”’

W Assad Attends Meeting

President Assad held his first official
meeting Tuesday since leaving the hos-
pital three weeks ago, Agence France-
Presse reported from Damascus.

Mr. Assad was briefed by Vice Pres-
ident Abdel Halim Khaddam on his two-
day visit to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, a
presidential spokesman said.

M

Ciller Escapes Graft Inquiry’f

ANKARA — The Turkish Parliament on Tuesday
‘narrowly rejected a proposed new inquiry into
Deputy Prime Minister Tansu Ciller that could have
sent her to the Supreme Court on corruption

charges.

- . The opposition proposal to investigate accusations
that Mrs, Ciller used the serviges of the state-owned

olclolo
opomogo)
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By Nazlan Ertan

Turkish Daily News

PARIS- Drug trafficking in Turkey could not
have come that far if it had not been for some “sup-
port” from the Turkish state according to a French
research group, while French officials remain silent
on the matter. ‘

The Geopolitical Observatory of Drugs
(Observatoire), has also carried out rescarch on
Turkey for a report to be é):'blishcd in April. The
Observatoire's claim that drug trafficking through
Turkey also had a “political dimension” follows
similar claims.from both London and Frankfurt,
where a German magistrate claimed that Turkish
government was invoived protecting those traffick-
ing in drugs.

spite the protest and denial of Ankara, a high-
level researcher of the Observatoire, who requested
anonymity, said that the fight against terrorism was

also partially financed by drug trafficking. The
claim, which was already been published in the
1996 report, alleges that when the Turkish security
forces uncovered a drug operation and obtained the
narcotics, they do not declare it but use the income
to finance the fight against the PKK. This informa-

tion is attributed to some “Kemalist” soldiers with-

in in the Southeast.

Another important assumption in the
Observatoire is the link between govemment cir-
cles, in particular former Interior Minister Mehmet
Agar, and ultra-right ﬁngs which also have a hand
in drug trafficking. The report also made a refer-
ence to the Susurﬁlk case, saying it displayed the
“complexity and the darkness” of the struggle. in
Anatolia.

The Observatoire said the report was based on
their large network of information, which ranged

from Europe to the Caucasus. A high-level official -

Turban hotel and fourism company for personal
purposes was defeated, 247 to 242.

The vote could have caused a rift in the coalition
government led by religious Muslims if it haJ gone

apainst Mrs, Ciller, the former prime minister who is
now also the foreign minister.

_( Relfter's'_);

for the Observatoire described the research group
as an objective and scientific one. “We have
sources in every country, also in Turkey, which
range from official circles to academics. We care-
fully watch the information in the media and the
statements of politicians. None of the allegations in
lhgdreport are new, unknown, or not published,” he
sai

The rescarch organization carrics out rescarch

for various intemational organizations, as well as
publishing periodical reports on its own. .

The Quai D’Orsay, the seat of the French
Foreign Ministry, did not comment on what the
have called the evaluation of a private researc
group, but a spokesman said that France was
"determined to fight against the international
plague, which is drug smuggling, and this required
the mobilization of the intemational arena and the
cooperation of all countries.”

116

-

-




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

TurkiSb Daily NeU)S WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1997

Government officials meet with
KDP over Atrush question

Denial: Foreign Ministry denies military build-up along
the Turkish-Iraqi border and says there are no plans to
launch an operation against the Atrush refugee camp

By Saadet Orug Kurdish refugees. '
TwrkishDaily Newss . The future of the camp under question
ANKARA- Members of the Kurdistan 4 the moment. The UNHCR decided on
Democratic Party (KDP) from the north- pec, 21 to withdraw from the camp but
ern Iragi town of Duhok met officials pe United Nations flag still flies over the
from the intelligence unit of the Turkish camp for “security reasons.”
Foreign Ministry and the Turkish Armed e Turkish government has argued
Forces on Tuesday to discuss the latest {har the camp is run by militants from the
developments at the Atrush refugee gy distan Workers’ Party and folrl this
camp. reason wants the UNHCR to pull out
Kﬂrdish sources told the TDN that the cmyjetely including pulling down the

KDP were invited t(}){ tht'a meeting, held gn afm

the Gendarmerie Headquarters 1n the - » .

town of Silopi, near Di;larbakir, by the al aumc’)nnes,:mxpg lothe TD(I{J

Turkish Foreign Minis repeated the known KDP position regar
Officials from the Ankara office of the 108 the security of the camp. d‘?h"“Sh 152

United Nations High Commissioner for recotgmzed civilian camp,tan wells‘?cun-

Refugees (UNHCK) told the TDN they & © the camp 1s important, as well.

had not been informed about the meeting. Mili resence along the border

The Atrush refugee camp, located 70 Meamwhile, regional sources informed

kilometers from the Turkish border, is
home for an estimated 14,000 Turkish the TDN on Tuesday that there has been

a build-up of TFurkish troops along the
Turkish-Iragi border for nearly three
weeks, sparking fears that Turkey may be
preparing for a cross border raid on the
Atrush camp.

Turkish Foreign Ministry and military
officials, however, denied the claims of a
build-up in troops or that a raid agaigst
Atrush was being planned.

“The routine military activities in the
region close to the border should not be
distorted,” said a senior military official.

MGK discussed Atrush

Atrush was one of the subjects dis-
cussed at the Monday meetin%(of the
National Security Council (MGK). The
General Staff told the meeting that
approkimately 300 of the refugees at the
camp had joined the PKK, much less
then the 1000-1500 estimated by U.N.
sources.

Turkﬁb Dailv Neu)s WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1997

HADEP to visit Demirel

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- A delegation from the People’s Democracy
Party (HADEP) is to see President Stileyman Demirel on
Friday to discuss possible solutions to the “Kurdish prob-
lem,” according to a senior HADEP official. .

Sedat Yur:»s told the TDN on Tuesd;{ksthat the delegation
would meet the president and that the formed a part of
their “social mediation task.” He also said the hopes to
have tatks with the prime minister, the heads of political par-
ties and trade union leaders as well. HADEP Chairman
Ahmet Tiirk told the TDN his party was ready to discuss any
kind of peaceful solution to the Kurdish problem.

La Turquie mise en cause dans
le trafic de drogue vers I'Europe

N\

r 1997

Cour, ce réseau a introduit au moins
100 kg d’héroine en Allemagne et en
Belgique et que I'enquéte sur les
ramifications du réseau se poursui-
vait. Les trois membres de ce réseau
arrétes a Francfort, un Turc, un

I'issue du procés de 3 trafi-
quants de drogue se déroulant

depuis octobre dernier devant
la 17éme chambre du Tribunal de

Francfort, le président de cette Cour,
le juge Rolf Schwalbe, en annongant
le verdict, a notamment déclaré: “Le
trafic de drogue de Turquie vers
I'Allemagne et vers les autres pays
européens est organisé par les
familles Senoglu et Baybasin et ces
familles, selon les dépositions des

témoins, sont protégées par le gou-
vernement turc et cela rend difficile
de faire apparaitre toute I'étendue de
ce trafic. On affirme que ces deux
familles de trafiquants ont des rela-
tions extrémement étroites avec un
ministre turc féminin”. A la question
de savoir qui est cette dame, le juge
allemand a répondu: Tansu Ciller. La:
dépéche de I'agence allemande DPA
datée du 21 janvier qui donne cette
information indique que selon la

italien et un Belge, ont été respecti-
vement condamnés & 9 ans, 7 ans et

2 mois et 4 ans et 11 mois de prison. -

La mise en cause du gouverne-
ment turc en général et de Mme.
Ciller en particulier dans le trafic de
drogue a été largement répercutée
par les média allemands et turcs.
Une télévision allemande, NTV, a dif-
fusé linformation dans ses bulletins
avec l'image choc d'une seringue
d’héroine sur fond de drapeau turc.
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Mme. Giller a écrit & son homologue
allemand, M. Kinkel, pour “protester
contre ces accusations sans-fonde-
ments” et le porte-parole du ministére
turc des Affaires étrangéres a qualifié
“d’'inconvenantes et contraires aux
usages diplomatiques les declara-
tions du juge allemand”. Celui-ci a
refusé de recevoir le consul général
turc & Francfort mais il a confirmé au
quotidien Frankfurter Aligemeine
Zeitung les informations diffusées par
DPA. De son coté, le juge M. Dox

Nevelling, porte parole du juge Schwalbe, -

a indiqué a I'AFP que I'enquéte avait
établi des liens entre les trafiquants
de drogue et le gouvernement turc et
que des éléments révélés par I'ins-
truction ont tout & fait convaincu la
Cour a ce sujet. A la question de
savoir si les graves accusations ian-
cées par la Cour n’allaient pas
engendrer des réactions politiques, le
juge répond “Cela se peut. Mais nous
n'avons peur de rien. La justice alle-

“mande est indépendante”. En Turquie,

la nouvelle de 1a mise en cause de

Mme. Ciller ne semble pas sur-

prendre outre mesure les journaux.
Dans son éditorial du 23 janvier, E.
Ozkok, directeur de Hurriyet, rappelle
que déja année derniére deux tribu-
naux allemands, ceux de Hannovre
et de Trier, avaient accusé le gouver-

‘nement turc de “soutenir les trafi-

quants de drogue. Cette fois-ci, la
nouveauté est que le juge met en
cause nommément Tansu Giller (..)
Quand on voit le lendemain sur la
chaine de télévision privée Kanal D

Pétrange photo d'un extrémiste de '
droite, recherché pour meurtre par °

I'Etat et pour. trafic de drogue par la

" communauté internationale, en com-

‘pagnie de policiers officiels de I'Etat
(..), quand on voit.un certain Yasar

Oz, porteur d’'un passeport vert (de

-~ service) fourni par I'Etat, négocier

aux Etats-Unis la vente d’héroine
avec des limiers du Bureau des nar-
cotiques, quelles explications pour-
.rons-nous donner? (..) Désormais, le

nom de notre pays figure d’'une part -

aux cotés des Etats terroristes
comme l'lran, la Syrie et la Lybie, et

d’autre part aux cotés des narco- -

Etats comme I'Equateur, le Pérou et
le Guatemala. Le pire est qu'il n’y a
pas un autre Etat impliqué a la fois
dans le trafic de stupéfiants et dans
la terreur”. Son collégue Oktay Eksi,
écrit dans le méme quotidien, que
“cette infamie salit le nom de tout le
pays” et que “tous les porteurs de

passeports turcs sont considérés par

les douaniers comme des trafiquants
de drogue potctiels”. I} rappelle que
l'Allemagne n’est pas le seul pays a
pointer du doigt le gouvernement
turc. “Notre journal avait, dans son

‘numero du 27 décembre 1996 écrit -

que les Pays-Bas n'avaient aucune-

ment I'intention d’extrader vers la -

Turquie Husseyin Baybasin (NDLR.
L'un des gros bonnets de la mafia)
(..) Selon une conviction qui n'est pas
exprimée officiellement, la Turquie
est un pays ou le trafic de drogue est
mené par I'Etat lui-méme. C'est pour-

~quoi ils ne vont pas faire confiance a

la Turquie pour lui renvoyer Baybasin.
La politique pratiquée suit quasiment
le principe suivant: au lieu de laisser
le PKK tirer profit du trafic de drogue,

. profitons-en nous-mémes. D’autant
. que nous disposons de tous les
moyens de I'Etat. |l suffirait de

s'assurer que la drogue transportée
d’une frontiere a 'autre ne soit pas

saisie. Qui pourrait nous tenir téte?”. -

‘De méme, les autorités neerlan-
daises ont fait fermer plusieurs

banques turques accusées de blan-
chir 'argent de la drogue.

Le Milliyet du 24 janvier annon-
ce en gros titre "le piege des trafi-
quants qui se referme sur la Turquie”.
Il fait état de I'information du Daily
Telegraph du 23 janvier indiquant
que “80% de I'héroine vendue en
Grande-Bretagne provient de Turquie"
et d'un rapport du Département d’Etat
rappelant que “la plus grosse partie

du trafic d’héroine en Europe est’

contrdlée par les trafiquants turcs”
qui exporteraient 70 % des drogues
consommées en Europe. L'influent
éditorialiste Cengiz Gandan affirme
dans le Sabah du 25 janvier que
“L'Occident assiége la Turquie sur la
drogue”. Selon lui si le 23 janvier la
Commission des Affaires étrangéres
de la Chambre des représentants
des Etats-Unis a tenu sur ce sujet
une audition a huis clos avec des
chefs de la CIA, du DEA (Drug Enfor-
cement Agency) et des responsables
du Département d’Etat c'est que la

situation est trés grave. A qui la faute .

? ajoute-t-il. “Nous n’avons pas pris
au sérieux les avertissements précé-
dents des tribunaux allemands de
Trier et de Hannovre sur les liens des
trafiquants de drogue avec le gouver-
nement turc. En outre, récemment,
une fuite (de source gouvernementa-
le allemande) a conduit plusieurs
publications, dont I'hebdomadaire
allemand Focus, & écrire qu'un
dénommé Huiseyin Duman, recher-

ché pour trafic de matériaux nucléaires, :

a rencontré a Baden Baden Ozer
Ciller (époux de Mme. Giller). Le
message politique de Bonn était clair:
I'’Allemagne a mis une croix sur le
nom de Ciller. Voila pourquoi le chan-
celier Kohl refuse avec insistance
tout rendez-vous avec Ciller”.

GAMK / Mercredi, 29 janvier 1997

~ Des mafieux turcs impliqués

Les révélations faites par l'an-
cien président azerbaidjanais

"Aboulfaz Eltchibey dans un entretien

accordé au journal turc "Yeni Yuzel"
sur la personnalité trouble du chef de;

o dans la guerre du Kar_aba'gh

gang turc Abduliah Catli confirment la

.collusion de-ce dernier avec les ser-

vices turcs. D'aprés l'ex-président
azerbaidjanais, le mafieux turc
retrouvé mort dans un accident de

voiture I'an dernier en compagnie
d'un chef de la police turque et d'une
reine de beauté, lui aurait offert son
aide pour combattre les forces armé-
niennes dans le conflit du Haut

‘Karabagh. "Catli voulait combattre les
Arméniens sur le front azéri aux
cotés des soldats azerbaidjanais. I
‘m‘avait été présenté par des officiers

turcs comme quelqu'un de confiance,

-y
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désireux de combattre a nos cotés
contre les Arméniens”, indique M.
Eltchibey, confirmant ainsi les infor-
mations selon lesquelles le chef de
gang mélait volontiers banditisme et
nationalisme et était utilisé par les
services turcs. |l avait été fait état en
effet dans un premier temps de la
participation & la “lutte anti-terroriste”
contre les Arméniens et les Kurdes
de Catli, qui était par ailleurs recher-
ché pour avoir participé a l'attentat
contre le pape Jean Paul Hi. Qu'il-ait
offert ses services a I'Azerbaidjan en

qualité de mercenaire s'inscrit donc
dans le prolongement logique de ses
activités. , _

M. Eltchibey précise pourtant qu'il
lui avait déconseilié de se rendre sur le
front, le jugeant plus utile a l'arriere;
I'ancien président azerbaidjanais, qui
avait tenté de mener une politique réso-
lument pro-turque avant d'étre chassé
du pouvoir par M. Aliev, indique qu'il
redoutait que les Arméniens se servent
de Turcs capturés ou tués sur le front
pour dénoncer la participation d'Ankara

‘au conflit, "ce qui n'était pas bon pour

{image de la Turquie et était d'ailleurs.

interdit par le droit international®.
Mais M. Eltchibey admet que Catli
aurait pu ignorer ses recommanda-
tions et se rendre sur le front ,
comme l'avaient d'ailleurs fait les offi-
ciers qui l'avaient mis en contact avec
T'aventurier turc. M. Eltchibey précise
par ailleurs qu'un certain nombre d'offi-
ciers turcs de haut rang avaient entrai-
né des soldats azerbaidjanais, comme
le général Yashar ou le général
Osman, dont il a indiqué ne pas se sou-
venir des noms de famille.

)
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U.S. Sees
Struggle

For Power

In Baghdad

Saddam’s Wife
Under House Arrest,
Senior Officer Says

By Brian Knowlton
International Herald Tribune

WASHINGTON — Bolstering re+

rts of ferment in Iraq, the Whitge

ouse claimed Wednesday that *‘com-
plicated internal struggles for power'’
were swirling around the regime of Sad-
dam Hussein.

The comment from Michael Mc-
Curry, the White House spokesman, fol-
lowed a briefing by a Pentagon officer,
General J. H. Binford Peay, commander
of the U.S. Army Central Command,
who reported that Mr. Saddam’s wife
was under house arrest in Iraq and that
Mr. Saddam’s son Udai, often con-
sidered the Iragi president’s heir ap-
parent, might lose a leg from gangrene
and could be paralyzed as a result of an
attempt on his life last month.

Asked about the Pentagon report, Mr.
McCurry said, ‘‘There have been some

things that have happened there recently
— the attack upon Hussein’s son —
there are obviously things that have.
been reported publicly that would in-
dicate that there are some internal mach-
inations.”’

Separately, Nicholas Burns, the State
Department spokesman, said there was
no evidence of any threatening milit
maneuvers by Mr. Saddam, but add?',?:
‘‘We're watching him.”’ _

Reporters questioned Mr. Burns, at a.
regular State Department briefing, on
why the government might want to raise
the specter of Iragi instability at this
point, by *‘stirring the waters on Sad-,
dam,”” as one put it. :

“I am not aware of any stirring of
waters anywhere in Washington,”” Mr.,
Burns replied.

But Lawrence Korb, a former assist-;
ant defense secretary in the Reagan ad-
ministration who is a senior fellow with
the Brookings Institution, said there
were several reasons for the adminis-
tration to draw attention to Iraq.

First, he said, the new security team

headed by Defense Secretary William
Cohen might want to demonstrate
clearly to Mr. Saddam that if he does test
u.s. dpower, the United States will re-
spond. :
The administration might also want to
avoid the sort of split with its allies in the
U.S.-led coalition that emerged last year.
after Saddam sent troops into northern

““They want to lay the diplomatic
groundwork’’ for a response now, Mr.
Korb said.

Finally, Mr. Korb suggested, attention
to.Iraq ‘‘could take the minds of the
people at home off all that’s going on,”’
including assertions of irregularities in
campaign fund-raising.

Mr. Burns said that while there was no
evidence of any Iraqi military moves that

Tight pose a threat to Iraq’s neighbors,
We have leamed with Saddam Hussein:
that, when he does peek his head above

_the foxhole that he has dug for himself in;

the desert, it’s always good to remind:
him from time to time about the reality of
our relationship with him’” and “‘to re-
mind him of the reality of who’s got the
power in that part of the world.”’ '

General Peay said there were no in-
dications that Iraq might again seek to
invade Kuwait, as it did in August 1990.
But he cited a high-ranking person in
Baghdad as saying that Mr. Saddam was

rsuaded that he could recapture

uwait in a surprise attack, and fre-
quently pondered doing so.

The general quoted reports that Mr.
Saddam, who has. been the target of
assassination attempts over the years,
was moving about more often than usu-
al, apparently fearful for his security.

General Peay said: ‘‘I think it’s very
interesting that Saddam has just put his
wife under house arrest. That is a report
by a good source — that his wife is under
house arrest.”’

He gave no details on where, how or
why Mr. Saddam’s wife might have
been restricted. But he suggested that the
grenade attack last month on Udai Hus-
sein, who is believed to have been the
target of at least two earlier assassination
attempts, might have heightencd the
president’s concerns.

The general also said that Iragi forces
had been increasingly active within the
areas permitted by the post-Gulf War
guidelines enforced by the U.S.-led co-
alition.

Asked about that, Mr. McCurry said,
‘I am not aware of anything that would
suggest any offensive designs’” by Iraq.

In the Dec. 12 attempt on the pres-
ident’s son, assailants fired heavy ma-
chine guns and threw grenades at a car
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‘carrying him through Baghdad. =
Iraq has asserted that members of the
Dawa Party, a Shiite Muslim group,
‘carried out the attack and then took
refuge in Iran. Tehran has denied any
involvement. :
Reports from opposition members
‘have suggested that the attack stemmed
‘from a business or a family dispute.
““Udai has been hit very, very hard
‘and has one or two bullets left in his
spine and is semi-paralyzed,” General
Peay said. ‘‘He may lose his leg from
gangrene.”’ :

Iragi security forces have arrested

hundreds of people since the attack, in-
cluding at least 20 senior military of-
ficers and officials, according to op-

position members. o
Anthony Cordesman, a specialist in

Iraqi military affairs at the Center for-

Strategic and International Studies in
Washington, cautioned that ‘‘one has to
be. very, very careful’’ in analyzing re-
ports from Iraq.

"But he added: ‘‘What is clear is that

Saddam is having problems within his

family and clan.”

Mr. Saddam’s sons, and particularly
Udai, ‘‘are extremely unpopular, or at
least seen as a threat, by the immediate
‘coterie he has relied on,”” Mr. Cordes-
sman said. ,

He noted, however, that Mr.. Saddam
‘has destroyed opposition in the past, and

said that ta suggest-that he was now in.an

insecure position was *‘a leap for which ~
there’s little immediate justification and

few historical parallels.’

.. The United States and its Gulf War
allies have maintained a strong military

force in the region since the Gulf War
ended in a rout for Mr. Saddam’s forces.
More than 200 U.S. and allied warplanes

are based in the area, backed by strong

naval forces.

While no U.S. troops are peranently

based in Kuwait, hundreds move
through the sheikhdom or are based

there in temporary roles as advisers.

Next month, a battalion of 1,200 army

troops is scheduled to conduct exercises::

in Kuwait.
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 EXTERNAL ‘Al Index: MDE 13/06/97

29 January 1997

Further information on EXTRA 115/96 (MDE 13/26/96, 25 July‘1996) and follow-ups (MDE
13/27/96, 1 August; MDE 13/39/96, 25 November; MDE 13/41/96, 30 December; MDE 13/01/97,
6 January 1997 ) - Death Penalty / Flogging / Torture / Unfair Trial

IRAN. Sheyda Khoramzadeh Esfahani (f)

Unconfirmed reports have suggested that Sheyda Khoramzadeh Esfahani may be executed on 31
January. 1997. According to Iranian newspaper reports, she was sentenced to death after
conviction on charges including “organising ‘corrupt gatherings’ with prostitutes, alcohol, drugs,
music and dance ‘to establish immoral contacts with people in various political bodies’”.

Amnesty International believes that her arrest is connected with the case of her husband, who was
reportedly executed on 30 December 1996 or 1 January 1997. The organization opposes the
death penalty in all cases on the grounds that it constitutes the ultimate cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment, and that it violates the right to life. :

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/ airmail letters
in French, English or in your own language:

- urging that Sheyda Khoramzadeh not be executed;

- asking for details of the charges or sentence passed ‘against Sheyda Khoramzadeh Esfahani;

- seeking information about the details of the trial of Sheyda Khoramzadeh, including whether she

has had access to a lawyer of her choice.

S S
O —

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 East'on Street, London WC1X 8DJ, United Kingdom
Tel: {44)(171) 413 5500 Fax: 956 1157 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1 Telex:'28502 E-mail: pateam@amnesty.org
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Turki\gb Daily Neu)s THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1997

Security corridor for Atrush
refugees to be established

Turkish Daily News .
ANKARA- A “corridor” is to be opened to assist
refugees returning from Atrush Camp in northem Iraq
and escort them to a new camp in Silopi with the coop-
eration of the Turkish igvemment and the local authori-
g. the TDN learned Wednesday. Officials from the
eneva office of the United Nations High
(UNHCR) will also play a
Ean in the process, and UNHCR officials have visited
ilopi, where 500 tents have been prepared for the
refugees by the Turkish Red Crescent.

Spring operati

Commissioner for Refu

matsandKurdistanDcmocmticPart;(KDP)membus,
including Faik Nerweyi of the KDP’s Ankara office,
attended a recent meeting in Silopi, at which ways to
persuade the refugees to return to Turkey were report-
edly discussed. Kurdish sources close to Turkish circles
commented: “Every year at the beginning of the spring,
Turkish armed forces attack the PKK bases. So the time
for ions has already come.” When asked about a
possible “mtion against the regjon, a senior diplomat
in the Turkish Foreign Ministry told the TDN, 5€
who support terrorism must be ready to face the results
as well.” It was also learned that the operation was
planned to include air raids as well as ground operations

on

Regional sources told the TDN that the military
build-up along the Turkish-Iraqi border suigested
preparations for a cross-border operation. Turkis

diplo-  the border.

-against PKK bases. In that framework a significant
number of troops were located both in Silopi and along

TurkiSb Dallv N@ws FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 1997

US slams PKK and government over
human rights abuses

By Ugur Akinci
Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- The U.S. State
Department’s 41-page 1996 human rights
reggrt said the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) has committed widespread abuses
and regularly employed terrorism against
ige l_fsovc:rnme:nt and civilians, mostly

urds.

The report was too kind on the authori-
ties in Ankara either: “The government
was unable to sustain improvements made
in 1995 and, as a result, its record was
uneven in 1996 and deteriorated in some
respects,” the State Department said on
Thursday.

The report noted that the government
has long denied its Kurdish population’s
basic, cultural and linguistic rights. “The

overnment forcibly displaced large num-
ers of noncombatant tortured civilians

and abridged freedom of expression,” said
the report.

Human rights abuses not
limited to the Southeast
The United States charged that “extraju-

dicial killings, including deaths in deten-
tion, from the excessive use of force, in
safe house raids, and mystery killings con-
tinued to occur with disturbing frequen-
c '”
yThe report noted that disappearances
also continued and torture remained wide-
spread but noted that prosecutions of
police or security officials for killings and
torture had increased somewhat.

“The incident (Susurluk accident) resur-
rected serious concerns about corruption
and abuse of power in the security forces,”
said the State Department in the annual
report on the Susurluk accident.

“The PKK continued to commit politi-

cal and extrajudicial killings primarily in PO

rural Southeast Anatolia,” the report said.
The report also noted that seven school
teachers were killed in 1996 and 153 in the
past 12 years. i

The State Department said although
Turkish officials denied that torture 1s sys-
tematic, government officials explained its
occurrence by stating that it was closely

tied to the state’s fight against terrorism.

authorities of investigating very few of the

formal complaints involving torture and

prosecuting only a fraction of those
involved.

- Turkey’s prison conditions remained
poor, according to the State Department,
with overcrowding and poor quality food.
On women, the report quoted the Turkish
Medical Doctors Union as saying:
“Women are no longer routinely subjected
to virginity tests when they file complaints
alleging sexual crimes.” The report said
spousal abuse was serious and widespread.
“However, it is considered an extremely
prilyate matter... Few women go to the
ice.”

The report indicated that all religious
minority groups feared the rising Islamic
extremism.

The rights of Kurds was another issue
covered in the annual report. “There are no
legal barriers to ethnic Kurds’ participa-
tion, but Kurds who publicly or politically
assert Kurdish ethnic identity risk harass-
ment or prosecution.” The report said

“Many cases of torture, however, occur in although Kurdish-tapes and ma%zzinw

western Turkey — outside the zone of

were being sold, they could only be used

conflict.” The report also accused judicial for nonpolitical communication.
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Thurkish Daly Netts rsoons.savonse .
Ankara urged to remain
in Europe; but warned on
its record on human rights

Europe’s five powers express understanding for
Turkey's frustrations but add that 'outstanding issues'
do not make it easy for Ankara’s quick membership

B;'_ Nazlan Ertan
urkish Daily News

PARIS- Foreign Minister
Tansu Ciller’s complaints on the
status and future of the
European Union and its defense
arm-designate were heard sym-
pathetically by her European

counterparts, but instead of Eifieen with prospective members affer the
mak“‘ig dco.llrlimlttfnehngs. they IntergovemmgntalpCOnference. According to
reminded Giller of their public Eyropean sources who attended the meeting,
opinion s growing impatience  Ciler spent the first half of the pentagonal meet-
_W”hl Turkey’s slowness in in€I complaining that Turkey’s status in both the
'“}P ementing human rights EQ and the Western European Union was far
reforms. o below expectations. She toldp the foreign ministers

While the Big Five of the EU, that the Turkish economy was prosperous and
— Britain, France, Germany, Turkey’s experience with democracy and human
ltaly and Spain — agreed that. nlghts was more comprehensive than, for exam-

ple, ‘

‘for EU membership but there
were still certain issues to be
regulated. This point was agreed

by the British Foreign Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind, who said Turkey had a right to be treated
"at least in the same manner as other candidates.
The rhetoric, however, was not translated into an

Turkey had a right to feel frus- that of Poland.
trated in terms of its level of ties ~ She drew attention to Turkey’s role in NATO
with the European Union, they and emphasized the necessity of Turkey playing a
added that “outstanding issues” role in the Western European Union, wgere itis
ranging from relations between an associate member.
Turkey and Greece to economic ~ De Charette, whose country holds the term
indicators did not make immedi- presidency of the WEU, discussed the issue of
ate membership possible. security in the meeting, but focused more on
_ But the ministers emphasized Turkey’s active role in NATO than its future in
it was important to havg, Turkey the WEU. “Minister de Charette outlined the
anchored to Europe” rather importance of Turkey’s active participation and
than turn elsewhere when both dialogue with Turkey on issues such as NATO
sides had made a great deal of enlargement and special relations with Russia,” an
progressinties. ~  aide of the French minister told the TDN. “We are
rench Foreign Minister also looking forward to dialogue on disarmament
Herve de Charette said that the- and NATO's arms modemnization.” According to
oretically, Turkey was eligible the same- source, the European ministers

invitation to the Euroconference, a meeting of the -

1997

expressed understanding of Turkish frustrations -
but added that Turkey should also “facilitate the
European countries to help Turkey in its European
vocation” by making progress on human rights,
on the Kurdish question, on dialogue with Greece
and dissolving tensions with Greek Cyprus and on
technical matters related to the economic side of

- the customs union, which was launched a year

ago. -

gCil]er’s explanations on the prospects for
improved human rights, democratization and fur-
ther measures on freedom of expression were Lis-
tened to by the ministers, who expressed under-
standing on the peculiarities of the “Kurdish prob-
lem,” but in turn reminded her that public opinion
-in their countries was growing increasingly impa-
tient with the slowness of implementing fuller
-democracy and human rights in Turkey.

A reaction to the importance given to human
rights came from Washington, as White House
Spokesman Nicholas Burns said, “The United
States would not favour creating any artificial or
any new conditions that might prevent Turkey
from plag/in a full role in Europe. We are in
favour of full inclusion by Turkey in western
institutions.” .

As for two points of importance to Turkey, an
invitation to the Euro-conference, which aims to
invite all aspiring candidates to the EU after the
Intergovernmental Conference, and a date for the
EU-Turkey Association Council, neither showed
a breakthrough. The five simply said they ho,
the Association Council would be convened dur-
ing the Duich presidency, and as for the Euro-
conference, this would be done within the EU and
with the ?Eeemem of all EU members. The Five
repeated that their informal talks with Turkey did
not give them authority to undertake any commit-
ment for the Fifteen.

According to the diplomats, the talks passed in

sitive atmosphere. A French diplomat told the
N the aim was “to exchange ideas and learn
each other’s expectations.” “These informal tatks
are not a decision making mechanism, nor were
the five countries bargaining with Turkey on
behalf of the Union,” he said.

a

" TUkaSb Dﬂlly News ;:RIDAY, JANUARY3I.‘I997

US puts its full weight
behind Turkey’s EU bid

By Ugur Akinci
Turkish Daily News

WASHINGTON- The United
States has weighed in on behalf of
Turkey's bid for integration with
European Union, saying it opposes:
efforts to put new conditions in
front of Ankara that might obstruct

the path to this integration.

"ﬁ is our position that one needs
to look at the full scope of our rela-
tionship with Turkey,” U.S. State
Department spokesman Nicholas
Bumns told reporters on Wednesday.
“On balance, there is a strong case
to be made by the United States that
Turkey should be more fully inte-
grated into Europe despite the fact

Washington asks Europeans
“to take Detter look at Turkey
and not place new conditions
on its path to eventual
integration with Europe
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that there are problems on human rights,” he said.

Burns sainf the State Department’s annual human
rights regon which was released on Thursday does point
to those human rights violations in Turkey.

But “the EU question is a separate question,” he qual-
ified. “The United States would not favor creating any
artificial or any new conditions that might prevent
Turkey from glaying a full role in Europe,” Burns said.
“We are in favour of full inclusion by Turkey in
Western institutions.” ) _

On Tuesday Secretary of State Madeleine Albright,
during her meeting with senior representatives of the
European Union asked them not to use only the criterion
of human rights in regards for Turkey’s quest to become
a full member of the European union, according to
Washington sources. .

Albright met with Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van
Mierlo, whose country holds the rotating European
Union presidency, and European Trade Commisstoner
Sir Leon Brittan. )

“There was a veryl_brief discussion, not specific,
about the question of Turkey and the EU, but ( bright)
did refer to the fact that we’re very pleased that the cus-
toms union is working. I think Sir Leon Brittan reported
to her that the customs unions has actually worked quite
well between Turkey and the EU,” Burns said.

“It’s an EU decision, not an American decision, as to
which countries should become new members of the EU
as the EU enlarges, and Secretary Albright did not
attempt to give any advice to the European leaders on
that” Burns said. “But (Albright) gave them a strong

sense of the American view toward Turkey. And that is

that Turkey is a European country; that Turkey’s future
is not only in southeast Europe, it's not only in south
Asia or toward Asia, it is also in Europe; that we need
all of us to make sure that Turkey is embedded in the
major Western institutions — not only in NATO but in

stronger affiliation with the European Union,” Burns
emphasized. “That’s our very strong sense of the impor-
tance of Turkey throughout the West, and there was a
ve.gt strong sense of that in the conversation,” Burns
sai

Emphasizing the importance of secularism in
Turkish-U.S. relations, Burns continued: “The secular
democracy that Turkey has been since the early 1920s is
really the foundation upon which our relationship with
'tIl'_ggqy hashlbien b‘ﬁﬂ{} and it’s that secular democratic

tion which we believe is very important to preserve
in uniting Turkey with the Wes:.‘;y :

Burns was then asked about Foreign Minister Tansu
Ciller’s regorted remarks that Turkey would vote
la:‘gainst NATO expansion if it is not allowed to join the

an Union.

“I have not seen a text of Foreign Minister Ciller’s
remarks, but I cannot believe that she’s been 198oted
correctly, because Turkey is a member of NATO and
has supported, in January 1994 at the Brussels heads-of-
s'tatel ision, to enlarge NATO,” Burns answered cau-
tiously.

“There can’t be any miscommunication (sic) or

misunderstanding on that fundamental part. Turkey is
su;Eorting NATO enlargement, as far as we know,” he
sal

When asked if he would support (Greek) Cyprus’
membership of the European Union, just like he sup-
ports Turkey’s bid, Burns adopted a noncommittal pos-
ture

“We wish to see a resolution of the Cy&rus problcm.
but the decision as to whether or not the European
Union takes in new members is an European Union
decision,” he said. “It’s not for the United States to give
public advice to the European Union, but we certainly
will urge that ... there be a European commitment to

rus, as there surely, clearly is already... But I'm not
ing about membership here,” he concluded.

GAMK - vendredi, 31 janvier 1997

LE GOUVERNEMENT TURC POURSUIVI
POUR VIOL, TORTURES ET INCENDIES DEVANT
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE ’HOMME

Deux plaintes contre le gouvernement turc ont été examinées a la Cour
européenne des droits de '’homme, basée a Strasbourg, pour viol, tortures et
incendies déposées par des femmes kurdes. La premiere plainte concerne
Mme. Sukran Aydin, originaire de la ville de Derik dans la province de Mardin,
aujourd’hui agée de 20 ans, qui se plaint d”avoir été battue, déshabillée, arro-
sée d'eau sous pression a la gendarmerie de Derik et violée par un gendarme,
en juin 1993". La Commission européenne des droits de 'lhomme, avant de
transmettre la plainte a la Cour, avait conclu qu'il y avait eu "violation des
articles 3 (interdiction de la torture) et 6.1 (droit a la liberté) de la Convention
européenne des droits de 'homme” par les autorités turques. L'autre plainte
déposée par quatre femmes kurdes concerne leur village de Saggoze, dans la
province de Diyarbakir, “incendié et dévasté en 1993 par des gendarmes par
mesure de représailles, a la suite d’'une attaque contre la gendarmerie locale
par les maquisards kurdes”. Les arréts de la Cour concernant ces deux
affaires sont attendus d'ici trois & quatre mois.
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GAMK - vendredi, 31 janvier 1997

~ UTILISATION DES “REPENTIS”
DANS LES ASSASSINATS POLITIQUES

Les organisations turques de
défense des droits de 'homme dénon-
cent depuis plusieurs années ['utilisa-
tion par la police et la gendarmerie des
“repentis” du PKK dans nombre d'éxé-
cutions extrajudiciaires commises dans
les provinces kurdes. Les autorités
concernées rejettent toujours de telles
accusations. Les aveux a la presse de
Kahraman Bilgig, repenti du PKK deve-
nu membre du gang de Yukeskova,
formé de policiers et de militaires opé-
rant a la jonction des frontieres de la
Turquie avec I'lran et I'lrak, viennent de
relancer cette question. Ce gang accu-
sé d'un vaste trafic d’héroine est égale-
ment impliqué dans le meurtre de plu-
sieurs dizaines de civils. Les victimes
avaient été présentées dans les laco-
niques communiqués militaires les
unes comme de “terroristes”, les autres
‘comme de “paysans abattus sauvage-
ment par le PKK”. Or le repenti K.
‘Bilgi¢, supposé purger dans une prison
sa peine, réduite en raison des disposi-
tions de la loi sur les repentis, servait
.en fait dans ce gang récemment révélé
qui a fait en octobre dernier |'objet
d’'une enquéte parlementaire. Ii recon-

nait avoir pris part a de nombreux -

“meurtres mystérieux”, dont 15 ont & ce

jour ont pu étre éclaircis, commis par -

son gang. Poussé par une presse,
prise enfin d’un accés de curiosité sur
les années sombres et sanglantes que
-le pays vient de vivre, le ministre: isla-
miste de la Justice avait, en novembre

. dernier, demandé a.ia Cour de Sureté

de I'Etat de Diyarbakir, qui a compéten- -

ce pour I'ensemble de la région kurde
d’'état d’'urgence, de lui faire savoir

combien de repentis sont actuellement -

dans les prisons de la région et ou sont
les autres. Cette cour a écrit a tous les
directeurs de prison et les procureurs
de la région de son ressort. Selon
Milliyet du 22 janvier, les réponses tar-
dent & venir. Ce journal publie cepen-

. dant ia photographie de Ia tettre du

directeur de la prison de Batman indi-
quant que le repenti Felemez Tokan,
incarcéré a Batman, a été remis le 18.
6. 1996 au commandement départe-
mental de la gendarmerie, a la deman-
de de ¢elui-ci. Batman est, avec Silvan
et Diyarbakir, 'une des villes formant le
“triangle infernal” des meurtres mysté-
rieux. Milliyet indique également qu'un
autre repenti, Mesut Mehmetoglu, est
sorti en toute iltégalité de sa prison. On
ne sait toujours pas combien des 71
repentis recensés et supposés étre en
prison le sont effectivement; des
témoins affirment avoir croisé certains
des plus notoires dans les palaces
d’Ankara, d’Istanbul et de la céte
égéenne. Apres la révélation des tribu-
lations d'Abdullah Catli, recherché par
la justice turque pour 7 meurtres et par
plusieurs pays européens pour trafic de
drogue, recruté et employé par la police
pour ses basses opérations avec rang
et passeport de “haut fonctionnaire de
police”, I'opinion turque ne s’étonne
plus guere de ces révelations sur les
exactions des gangs.

GAMK - vendredi, 31 janvier 1997

La situation des Kurdes s'améliore en Arménie

“De nombreux Kurdes ont fui I'Arménie en raison des conditions

_socio-économiques difficiles, mais leur exode s'est aujourd'hui arrété, et on
-observe méme un mouvement de retour depuis les pays de la CEl ou ils
s'étaient réfugiés”, a indiqué derniérement Amarike Sardar, président de

'Union des inteliectuels kurdes d'Arménie. Le responsable kurde a égale-
ment fait remarquer que le seul journal en langue kurde, "Rya Taza", conti-
nuait de paraitre malgré ces conditions difficiles. Le gouvernement armé-
nien a accordé 2 millions de drams de subvention au journal pour I'exerci- -

de ses locaux.

o

ce 1997, une somme qui suffira cependant & peine pour couvrir la location

@)
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LE PEUPLE BRETON - février / c'hwevrer 1997

Turquie : Création d'un nouveau parti pro-kurde

Un nouveau parti pro-kurde, celui
des "Masses démocratiques" (DKP),
qui préconise une "solution politique a
‘la question kurde, tout en respectant
‘les frontiéres actuelles de la Turquie®,
a été créé en Turquie. Le DKP se situe
au “centre” et est "libéral*; politique-
‘ment et économiquement, selon son
‘président Seraffetin Eigi, ancien parle-
mentaire d'origine kurde et ministre
des Travaux publics dans les années
70. M. Elgi a déclaré, vendredi 3 jan-
vier, au ministre de I'Intérieur ou il était

allé déposer les statuts de son parti,
que son parti était “contre la violence
et attaché aux méthodes pacifistes et
démocratiques.". || revendique “la re-
connaissance de l'identité kurde au ni-
veau constitutionnel et l'attribution aux
Kurdes des droits culturels, notam-
ment celui de I'enseignement dans
leur langue maternelle”.

Jusqu'a présent, toutes les tenta-
tives de création d'un parti kurde légal
ont été réprimées par la justice turque.
Les observateurs attendent avec inté-

rét la suite qui sera réservée a f'initiati-
ve de M. Ei¢i. Rappelons que six an-
ciens parlementaires d'origine kurde,
arrétés en plein Parlement en 1994,
purgent actuellement des peines de

prison pour délit d'opinion, dont Leyla

Zana. Son mari, Mehdi Zana, ancien

.maire de Diyarbakir (capitale du Kur-
" distan), qui a passé plus de 15 ans:

dans les gedles turques, purge uné

nouvelle peine de deux ans pour avoir:
témoigné devant le Parlement euro-

péen.

LE PEUPLE BRETON - février / c'hwevrer 1997

Turquie :

- - = - N\
- justice singuliere

La Turquie, partenaire commercial privi- -
16gié de 'Union européenne, a le sens de la
justice. Le sociologue turc Ismail Besikgi,
‘actuellement incarcéré a Bursa, est
condamné a plus de deux siécles (!) de pri-
son pour ses écrits sur les Kurdes. Par
-ailleurs, 11 policiers impliqués dans l'as-
sassinat, devant plusieurs centaines de té-
moins en plein Istanbul, d'un journaliste du
quotidien Evrensel, M. Goktepe, et qui
avaient été "suspendus” par le ministre de
{'intérieur, viennent de bénéficier d'un dé-
cret du méme ministre qui léve leur sus-.
pension. Commentaire du préfet d'Istan-
bul : “Ces policiers ont subi la plus lourde
des sanctions disciplinaires, & savoir un gel’
de 12 mois dans leur tableau d'avance-
ment“. Nul doute que les chancelleries eu-
ropéennes sauront apprécier I'humour du
Bosphore. :

Turquie :
Ankara achete
~ 30 hélicopteres et
négocie 18 missiles
avec la France

Les autorités turques sont en pourparlers -
avancés avec Thomson CSF pour acquisi-.
tion de 18 missiles /mproved Hawk pour un

‘montant de 160 miilions de dollars,
-(880 MF). En outre, les négociations turco-
frangaises sur la vente d'hélicoptéres &
usage militaire sont sur le point d'aboutir.-
Un accord pourrait étre signé entre Euro-’

copter et le gouvernement turc dans les
prochains jours. Eurocopter vendrait dans
.un premier temps 30 hélicoptéres Cougar

qui seront assemblés en Turquie. Cette.

premigre livraison devrait étre suivie d'une

-seconde dont 'ampleur n'est encore indi-

quée.

Source de ces articles sur la Turquie :

Builetin ‘hebdomadaire du Comité Interna-
tional pour la libération des députés kurdes
emprisonnés en Turquie, 106 rue La Fayet-

te, 75010 Paris. Té€l. 01.45.23.11.72. Fax
01.47.70.99.04. .

»
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daily news

Saturday, February 1, 1997

l Main findings of US rights report on Turkey

Turkish Daily News

WASHINGTON- Turkey had serious human
rights problems in 1996 and its record deteriorated in
some respects, the United States said on Thursday.

Here is a sampling of the main findings of the
report:

@ Susurluk scandal: “The incident resur-
rected serious concerns about corruption and the
abuse of power in the security forces.”

m Abuse by security forces: “Some mem-
bers of the security forces, particularly police “spe-
cial teams,” Gendarme troops, and rsongel,
committed serious human rights abuses... Police and
security forces often abused detainees and employed
torture during periods of incommunicado detention
and interrogation... There was an increase in the
number of reports of deaths attributable to govern-
ment authorities due to excessive use of force.”

m Special teams: “In addition to the village
guards, the Gendarme and police “special teams”
are viewed as those most responsible for abuses.”

m Unsolved famous cases: “The followin
cases remain unsolved: the 1992 case of Yiice
Ozen; the 1994 murder of HEP party official Faik
Candan; and the 1993 murder of journalist Ugur
Mumcu.”

® PKK: “Since 1984 the separatist PKK has
waged a violent terrorist insurgency in southeast
Turkey, directed against both secunty forces and
civilians, almost al of them Kurds ... PKK continued
to commit political and extrajudicial killings, primar-
i]{l in rural southeast Anatolia... [in 1996 PKK
killed] 7 schoolteachers, bringing the total number of
teachers killed by the PKK over the last 12 years to
153... the PKK routinely kidnaps young men or
tl;;eatens their families as part of its recruiting
effort...”

m Torture: “Although they deny that torture is
systematic, they explain its occurrence by stating

at it is closely tied to the State’s fight against ter-
rorism ... Many cases of torture, however, occur in
western Turkey, outside the zone of conflict [like the
alleged torturing of 14 teenagers in Manisa).”

m Physicians and torture: “Law enforce-
ment officials frequently coerce physicians, through
the use of violence and intimidation, not to report
evidence of torture... Sixty percent of the physicians
surveyed [by the Physicians for Human Rights]
believed that ‘nearly everyone who is detained 1s tor-

mDetention: “There is no guarantee of imme-
diate access to an attorney under the {Anti Terror]
law for persons whose cases fall under the jursdic-
tion of the State Security Courts ... The Government
Eresemcd more immediate access to an attorney ...
By year’s end, this legislation had not been passed
into law.”

m Language: “In law and in practice, the legal
system does not discriminate against minorities.
However, as legal proceedings are conducted solely

in Turkish, and the quality of interpreters vanes,
some defendants whose mother tongue is not
Turkish may be seriously disadvantaged.’ )

m Displaced: “A few nongovemmenta! organi-
zations have put the number of people forcibly dis-
placed (from their villages] as high as 2 million... On
the low end, the then Interior Minister stated in July
that the total number of evacuees was 330,000... The
Foreign Ministry indicated that, as of October,
15,31 ple or 2,019 households had returned to
their villages in the southeast.” ' o

m Media: “Domestic and foreign periodicals

roviding a broad spectrum of views and opinions
are widely available ... While the overall readership
of the local press is not large for a country of 60 mil-
lion, the newspaper business is intensely competitive
and the product often sensationalist... the media fre-

uently criticizes government leaders and policies.
%urkish media coverage of the situation on the
southeast tended to be unreliable, under-reporting it
in some instances and sensationalizing it in others,
Government Decree 430 requires self-censorship of
al news reporting from or about the southeast...”

& Journalists: Individual journalists are sub-
ject to harassment and police violence. At various
times 135 journalists were detained ... Eleven jour-
nalists were formally arrested.” ,

mKurds: “The Constitution does not recognize
the Kurds as a national, racial, or ethnic minority.
There are no legal barriers to ethnic Kurds’ partici-
pation in political and economic affairs, but Kurds
who publicly or politically assert their Kurdish eth-
nic identity risk harassment or prosecution.”

sKurdish: “Kurdish-language cassettes and
publications on Kurdish subjects continued to be

widely available, although suppression continued...
Kurdish-language broadcasts are still illegal... Under
the law on political parties ... all discussions that
takes place at political meetings must be in Turkish.
Kurdish may be used only in ‘nonpolitical communi-
cation.’”
mReligion: “Although Turkey is a secular state,
religious instruction in state schools is compulsory
for Muslims .. There are ... no government-salaried
Alawi religious leaders, in contrast to Sunni reli-
ious leaders, and no Religious Affairs Directorate
nds for to the Alawi community...”
~ mWomen’s rights: “There are no restrictions
in law against women or minorities voting or partici-
pating in politics. The Constitution calls for equal
political rights for men and women.”
® Women and abuse: “Spousal abuse is
serious and widespread. However, it is still consid-
ered an extremel?' private matter, involving societal
notions of family honor. Few women go to the
police ... beating is one of the most frequent forms of
violence against women in the home ... Laws and
ingrained societal notions make it difficult to prose-
cute sexual assault or rape cases. Penalties may
legally be reduced if a woman was not a virgin prior
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to a rape, or if a judge deems the woman to have
Acted lgrovocm.ively.”
- m Unions: “Although unions are independent of
the Government and political parties, they must have
government permission to hold meetings or rallies
and must allow police to attend. conventions and
record the procecgi ngs.”

= 10 percent rule: “All industrial workers

have the right to organize and bargain collectively-

{but] the law requires that, in order to become a bar-
gaining agent, a-union must represent not only 50
percent plus one of the employees at a given work
site, but also 10 percent of al the workers in that par-
ticular industry. This 10 percent barrier has the

effect of favoring established unions, particularly
those affiliated with Turk-Is ... The has called
on Turkey to rescind this 10 percent rule. Both
Turk-Is and the Turkish employers’ organization
favor retention of the rule, however.” _

mChildren: “Children suffered greatly
from the cycle of violence in the southeast... [Child
1abor is a problem recognized by the Government] ...
According to a study conducted by the Turk-Is Child
Workers Bureau released in September, for everz
100 workers, 32 were between the ages of 6 and 1
... The study said that 56 percent of these workers
were uninsured.” '

Tm'leb Dﬂlly News _ MONDAY. FEBRUARY 3, 1997

The secret arms embargo on Turkey

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- United States has been

applying a hidden arms embargo on

Turkey by purposely not giving an
export licence due to human rights
violations, the State.Department
deputy John Shattuck confessed on
Saturdaz. '
~ Speaking at a conference for the
foreign press after the State
Department’s human rights report
was released, Shattuck said they had
prevented arms sale to nation$ with
thick human rights violation files, a

.Greek,

leading Turkish newspaper,
Cumhuriyet reported on Sunday.
Shattuck said Sudan, Burundi,
Rwanda, Iran and Turkey were
among the countries which had been
;r)revented from buying “goods to
ight crime” over the past two years.
The newspaper report also said
that lobbzing in Washington by
: ypriot, Kurdish and
Armenian groups, in cooperation,
worked to prevent the purchase of
Sea Hawk helicopters by Turkey. -
When asked about the Turkish

minority in Western Thrace,
Shattuck said denying that a Turkish
mmoritf; in the region exists is not
U.S. policy and said that Greece has
minority problems as well. .

“Protecting minorities is an impor-
tant element for human rights. In this
context Turkey and Greece have
problems: o

A minority’s ability to express
their language and culture and to
have religious freedom is an essential
clq.(rinent (of human rights), Shattuck
said.

TurkiSb Dmly News . MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1997

Istanbul darkened for enlightenment

. Turkish Daily News A :

ISTANBUL- The One Minute’s Darkness
‘for Enlightenment campaign of the Citizen’s
Initiative for Enlightenment started on.
Saturday evening all over Turkey and in
Istanbul. o

The campaign received considerable atten-
tion and support from various organizations,
the media and public. Major television chan-

cern at the recent scan

- men, Sakip Sabancy,
-evening that he supported

was going to turn off his mansion’s lights
%n at 21:00 throughout the cam-

The campaign is to hx;f,tilight ublic con- Turkey’s best-selling popular political car-
als

in the country t00D magazine, Leman. The Citizen's
which have given rise to allegations that a Initiative for Enlightenment, various non-
hidden “secret state” is in existence.

governmental organizations (NGOs), democ-

One of Turkey's most important business- Bt groups, political ‘parties; writers, artists,

said om TV on Friday actors and actresses, businessmen and citi-
the campaign anz zens attended the colorful meeting to cele-

brate the commencement of the one-month-

lorf campaign.
remarkable degree of participation in the

nels broadcast the campaign in their prime- every nig )

time news programs on andgy and Saguday, paign. He also stated that the lights would be - campaign was observed on Friday in Istanbul,
and announced that they were going to have a Off In the headquarters of Sabanci Holdings, when the lights went off for one minute at
one.minute siren warning throughout the Twin Towers, Lo su it the campaign. - 21:00 in many residential and business areas,

February to remind the public to tum o their
lights. ' ' _

The one-minute’s lights out kicked off in  especially around the central neighborhoods

Istanbul with a meeting.organized by of the city.
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INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 1997

Europe and Japan
Are Guaranteeing
$5 Billion in Loans,

Tehran Reports

Iran’s Central Bank Chief Hails
Cooperation From ‘Partners,’

Citing Failure of U.S. Sanctions

By Alan Friedman

International Herald Tribune

DAVOS, Switzerland — Despite U.S. anti-terrorism sanc-
tions, Iran has managed to obtain offers of more than $5
billion in government-backed loan guarantees from Europe
and Japan over the last 18 months, according to the govemor
of Tehran’s central bank.

Mohsen Nourbakhch, Iran’s central bank chief, said in an
interview here that Tehran already had used $2.7 billion of
credits, much of these since the middle of last year, to help
finance some 50 projects.

The new credits, he said, were being used for projects in the
energy, power generation, railroad and other infrastructure
sectors.

“‘Despite all the pressures from U.S. sanctions, we have
succeeded in reopening credit lines,” he said. ‘‘There was
some hesitation at first, but no more.’’

In addition, he said that the export loan guarantee agencies
of Germany, Japan, Italy, France, Spain and other countries
also had helped Tehran to reschedule a total of about $22
billion of debts. This has taken pressure off Iran, helping it to
sharply reduce its loan repayment obligations in the short
term.

““We have faced two major problems,”” Mr. Nourbakhch
said, ‘‘and these were the composition of our external debt
stock and getting fresh credit lines. We have succeeded in
both, and all of this success was in a climate where all factors
were against us.”’

He attributed the success to cooperation from ‘‘our Euro-
pean and Japanese partners, who are completely different in
their attitude from the United States.”’

““Finally we are on the right track,’’ Mr. Nourbakhch said.
**With all the unemployment here in Europe,”’ he added,
“‘they need to do business with Iran, and we are ready to do
business.”’

Mr. Nourbakhch was especially critical of the U.S. Iran-
Libya Act, which was sponsored by Senator Alfonse D’Am-
ato, Republican of New York, and signed into law by Pres-
ident Bill Clinton in August. But he said Tehran was none-
theless working hard to continue its program of economic
reforms, to bring down inflation and to attract more foreign
investment, especially for projects in the energy sector.

Washington’s sanctions, which aljow the U.S. to penalize
foreign companies that invest morafitan $40 million each year

in Iran’s oil and gas industry, follow Tong-standing U.S
accusations of Tehran’s support for international terrorism.
The D’Amato legislation has been criticized in Europe as
representing an attempt at extraterritorial 1J 3 lagislation.

The European and Japanese govern-
ment-backed loan guarantees that Mr.
Nourbakhch said had been obtained in
the last six months do not technically
violate U.S. sanctions because they are:
in the form of government-to-govern-
ment commitments rather than direct
foreign investment by companies in oil
and gas projects. U.S. officials in Davos
declined to comment on the Iranian bank
chief’s assertions.

Mr. Nourbakhch conceded that U.S.
pressure on its allies, especially Ger-
many, to reduce its trade with Iran, had
been a problem for his government. But
‘he said the problem had been overcome
as many companies from Germany and
other European nations were now eager
to do business in Iran.

¢‘Our main purpose here is to explain
our economic situation, especially in re-
lation to sanctions,”” Mr. Nourbakhch
said, referring to his presence at the
annual World Economic Forum in Da-
vos. *‘We try to assure businessmen that
finally we are on the right track and
despite all the U.S. pressure we are suc-
ceeding in re-opening credit lines from
government  insurance-backed  pro-
grams.”’

Mr. Nourbakhch, a former finance
minister who is two years into his second
term running the central bank, said U.S.
sanctions had caused Iranian inflation to
jump to a high of 60 percent in 1995
before declining to a current rate of less
than 20 percent. .

Outside observers have said that Iran
in recent years has gone through an
economic crisis because of high infla-
tion, a heavy foreign debt burden, and a
large current account deficit. Mr.
Nourbakhch said Iran’s current account
in 1996 had a surplus of nearly $4 bil-
lion, compared to a deficit of more than
$6 billionin 1992.

He said that Iran’s budget deficit used
to be 4 percent of gross domestic
product, but was now just 0.2 percent.

The Iranian central bank chief ad-
mitted that a big problem had been volat-
ility in Tehran’s exchange rate.

“In 1995 there was tremendous pres-
sure on our currency, and it was deeply
depreciated, to around 5,000 rials to the
dollar. But we have fixed it at 3,000 rials
.to the dollar, and that has helped,”” Mr.
Nourbakhch said. He said the fixed ex-
thange rate had helped in the battle
against inflation.

Mr. Nourbakhch indicated that he was
proudest of what he claimed was Tehran’s
success in restructuring $22 billion of
external debt, owed mostly for export
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credifs from government-backed pro-
grams. In 1993, he said, 76.1 percent of
this debt and arrears- was short-term,
meaning it would come due in 12 months.

‘But at present, he said, the short-term

portion had been reduced to just 20.7
percent of the $22 billion of debt.
~ Mr. Nourbakhch said Iran was most

_ Tuﬂele Dﬂily News 'TU.ESDAY. FEBRUARY 4,1997

Pro-Kurdish People's Democracy Party (HADEP) De

grateful to its trading partners, and es-
pecially. Germany and Japan, each of
which accounted for 20 percent of the

‘money owed by Tehran. Loan guaran-

tees from Italy and France represented

15 percent and 10 percent respectively of

the $22 billion debt burden, he said.
The  central. bank governor offered

ololiolio
ORSNOND

puty Chairman Sedat Yurttas (center)

resents files on 131 “mystery murders” to Parliament issi {
E/lehrnet Bl (oant) gn Mrgnday. ’ ary Susurluk Commission Chairman

TDN Ali Fuat Ulay

Susurluk chairman angered

by military absentees

HADEP officials present

131 ‘mystery murder’

files to the commission
T%X Kemél Balc:

Parliamerit Bureau .
. ANKARA- Mehmet Elkatmig of the
‘Welfare Party (RP), chaitman of the parlia-
imentary Susurluk Commission looking into

'state-mafia connections, said they would,

finsist that Gendarmerie Commander Teoman
Koman testify before the commission. He
said, “Tt is only natural that we should ask for
information from the highest authority. Are
‘we supposed to pose (}uestions — on the alle-

ations about the military — to the man in

‘the street or to an ordinary sergeant, not to
.Teoman Koman?” ‘ :

On Monday, a pro-Kurdish People’s
Democracy Party (Hg\DEP) delegation led by
D?uty airman Sedat Yurttag presented to
Elkatmus files on 131 “mystery murders.”

Yurttag claimed that the more than 3,000 peo-
le “killed by unidentified persons” in the
outheast untll now had been victims of the

“state-related gangs” being investigated by

the commission. The files they prepared on

131 of these contain information provided by

various sources, documents and testimonies.

Witness testimony is complete in 10 of these

cases, henoted. . o

Elkatmus said that rather than dealing with
individual murders, the commission was try-
ing to clarify the general mechanism behind
them. He said, “If this mechanism is brought
to light, the murders by unidentified persons
will not happen from now on.”

The Koman controversy

After his meeting with the HADEP delega-
tion, Elkatmug gave the press information
about the commussion’s work. He said that
the commission had heard 30 people so far,
and that it was a civic duty to give informa-
tion to the commission. Stressing that they

"Tehran®s traditional denial of att US:
allegations that it supports Hamas and
other terrorist groups operating in the
Middle East and elsewhere.

. ‘‘We are not involved in any terrorism
activities,”” he said, adding, ‘“We think we
are victims of terrorism because Wash-
ington supports opposition groups.”’

8 e trying t6 fulfill the task assigned to-them
- by nglﬁzgimcm, he said that no one should
withhold relevant information : from

Parliament or from the people. _
Elkatmig noted that Gendarmerie
Commander Teoman Koman, a former
National Intelligence Organization (MIT)
undersecretary, had failed.to comply with the
commission’s invitation to give testimony
before the commission, offering only to reply
to guestons in wnting, He said, “He will be
invited again. If a written statement. would
have sufficed, we would not have invited him
officially to come to the commission.”
To get “written information” the commis-

‘sion has applied to nearly 300 official depart-

ments. Many of these have sent the relevant

information. But when the commission asked

the Armed Forces about “soldiers implicated

in incidents,” it received a letter along the

lines of, “We do not have such information,”
recalled.

Elkatrg

Elkatrg said that the commission sought
information from other “highest-ranking offi-
cials™ too. He said, “We are not supposed to

et the information pertaining to soldiérs-

m the man in the street or from an ordinary
sergeant. The state’s director general of secu-
rity comes and gives information to the com-
mission. Why should Teoman Koman not do
the same thing? Why should we treat him in a
privileged way? If the commission sends him
another letter of invitation he must come.”

Elkatmug was told, “It is being said that you
want to interrogate the soldiers, that you want
to take revenge.” He replied, “ 'y should
we interrogate? Revenge for what? We are
fulfilling the duty assigned by Parliament. If
there exist such prejudices there is nothing we
can do about them. Such rumors will always
exist.” o
He said that no official invitation had yet
been sent to former President Kenan Evren. If
such an invitation is sent, the former presi-
dent too should come, he stressed, adding,
“But this is not for me alone to decide. For
such an official invitation the votes of the

maj%tgg' of the commission members would
w n ed.” . o) .

Insisting that information about members
of the Armed Forces who have been deter-
mined to have been involved in incidents
should come from military officials, Elkatmug
said, “If any person faifs to show up after
being invited we will write about that in our
report, stressing that information has been
withheld from the commission and that

Parliament should find a solution to that prob-

-
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le
Elkatmug said that the commission also
attached great im;ignancc to the hot money
Jaundering issue. In that context, a bank in
_lC_g'prus has been investigated extensively.
¢ commission has one more month unl its

mandate expires. If Parliament grants it
another month, it would have two months at
best. Since the commission intends to hear
many more witnesses, two months would not
suffice, he stressed.

ference about the Goktepe case.

Kamil Tekinsiirek, the chairman of the Human
Rights Association’s Metin Goktepe Commission,
said prosecuting attorneys were not present while
the 11 accused gave their statements to the Eyiip

Europeans support
Metin Gﬁktepe,s Fir“s';l(x:eo?l?c.lge did not ask the accused even ore

) ) ° question, and their addresses were not recorded
klllers trlal either,” Tekinsiirek complained. He added that the
court session was not even announced to the pros-
ecuting lawyers.

Tekinsiirek said they would seek to prosecute

the presiding judge.
Tekinsiirek also recalled that the Istanbul securi-
ty chief on the date of Goktepe's murder, January
8, 1995, was Necdet Menzir, who now sits in

By Zeki Ayik

Turkish Daily News
ISTANBUL- The trial of 11 police officers
accused of participating in the murder last year of

journalist Metin Goktepe will resume February 6 pariiament.

in Afyon. L . The supervising security department chief,
Apart from many Turkish journalists and — gemy) Bayrak, was subsequently appointed to

lawyers European observers will also observe the another city.

trial. Jgremi( Cobin, a British Labour MP from He emphasized that the case was attracting the

Ic‘;r:gg;; Islington district will follow the pro- attention of foreigners because the victim was a

e Sontemporary i Asacation (CHD), ey 0 VA L P o o Febrany

ggg:;le Iélog;:;i SP;isosr?sur ation y(yhfgg)aagg Slswgé‘nff 5 in front of Tiiyap for foreigners and others who
want to observe the trial.

Turkl'Sb Dﬂlly Netl§  tuesoay, resruary 4, 1997
Turkey accused of drug trafficking; Europe reacts

By Jan Pacal
Turkish Daily News / ISTANBUL

he anxiety of the West about Turkey’s

role in the anti-drugs struggle has started

to show itself at the borders. Many

European countries, including Germany,

have started to require visas even for
children, while legitimate Turkish businessmen have
been subjected to the ignominy of being searched from
head to foot, including the heels of their shoes, at air-
ports. The situation, which disturbs Turkg'ﬁhas hap-
pened in the past. But this time there’s a difference the
names of a deputy prime minister and her husband
have been mentioned directly in the allegations.

Allegations against the Cillers not new

A new charge is added nearly every day to the alle-
gations surrounding the deptigy prime minister and her
sgguse, Ozer Uguran Ciller. For example allegations
about their property and income surfaced during her
term as prime minister. Since the Susurluk accident of
early November last year, her name has also been
mentioned as the head of a state-licensed terrorist
organization — indeed, it has been claimed that she
formed a persona! intelligence group. Frankfurt State

Court Judge Rolf Schwalbe in his summation of a trial
held before him added to the allegations by accusin,
the members of the Turkish government and a femzﬁe
minister of “protecting the drugs trade.” While these
claims have increased tension between Germany and
Turkey, some have raised their voices to suggest that
Giller should not be allowed to continue in ﬁer posi-
tion because of the allegations.

The members of parliament who left the True Path
Party (DYP) in protest at the alleged dictatorial prac-
tices of Ciller now lead the chorus of demands that she
should clear the charges against her.

Democratic Turkey Party (DTP) Chairman
Hiisamettin Cindoruk says that no depu?' prime minis-
ter before Ciller has been at the center of so many seri-
ous allegations, which amount to her being the leader
of a gang, and expresses his belief that everything will
be solved in time. .

Former DYP parliamentarian Hamdi Ugptnarlar,
who worked with Tansu Ciller for three years, cannot
say that the allegations about her are groundless.

Ciller harms Turkey

The former chairman of the Democratic Left Party’s
(DSP) parliamentary group, Miimtaz Soysal, says that
Tansu Giller’s participation in the government dam-
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ages Turkey’s image and respect.
“Mrs. Ciller has to leave the chairs of power, and

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in particular,” he said.
“This is mt::yonly wayg:; rescue Turkey from the.
Colombia’ situation which it is n.

Soysal added that bringing Ciller down would not
change everything suddenly but would be an impor-
tant step on the way to change. .

. None of the commentators in the Turkish press can
say that Ciller is innocent and the allegations false.
Huriyet writer Fatih Altayl says: “The German
judge’s sole crime is to state an opinion openly which
is common to almost all of the European countries but
not expressed before. - o

A DEltch judge told me days ago: "Holland does not
want to return Huseyin Baybasin to Turkey, because -
Turkey is not trusted and is viewed as a drug- smug-
gling country.” He said that although it was not
expressed so openly, this is Holland’s official opin-
ion.”

'Canadian police have data
and documentation'

Altayl: points out that the Canadian
police Zavc established that one of the
phone numbers (417 04 76) found on drug
smuggler David Dingwall on his arrest in
Canada, belonged to the Prime Ministry
Special Registrar’s Office, during Tansu
iller’s term as prime minister.
" “Canada hod required information from
the Turkish Security Department about this
issue,” Altayhi adds, “but the Turkish
Security department did not inform the
Canadian government that the number
belonged to the Special Registrar’s Office.
Information can still be found in Canadian
Police records which shows several phone -
conversations that Dingwall had in fluent
Turkish at this number with someone called Michael.
All the records of the incoming and outgoing calls of
this number in Turkey were erased six months ago.
" Altayh predicted that the most important topic of
Turkey's meeting with the five members of the
European Union (EU) would be “drugs,” and sa‘v‘s, In
four of these participating countries, statements have
been made about Ozer Ucuran Ciller’s involvement in
drug trafficking. Can we believe that the foreign min-
isters of these countries will give information to Tansu
iller about the anti-drugs struggle? Will they inform
{ller on their anti-drugs tactics I believe they will
not. They see her as a mole and likely will give misin-
formation and will have developed their plans accord-
ingly.” Other items on the agenda such as Turkey’s
Eé membership and human rights in Turkey seem to
have dominated the agenda as well.

Turkey accused before

Hiirriyet's editor in chief, Ertugrul Ozkok, says that
the decision of the German court was not new and
points out that similar decisions have been made by
the Hanover and Trier courts. .

“The decision is not important,” Ozkok says.
“Turkey’s name was mentioned in three different |
German courts as a country allowing drug smuggling;
this is important. Turkey’s name is mentioned among
the South American drug barons.”

Oktay Eksi, the chief columnist of the same news-
paper, writes that they (the Germans) afe not saying

the allegations are true, but we should know thata’
Geérupnan judge would not make such allegations out of
nothing. :

Ek,slg also says that Turkey's name has been stained
due to these developments. _ '

“The Turkish state’s name has been terribly stained,
especially in the last few years with the realities which
have been revealed by the Susurluk scandal and with
the efforts of Tansu Ciller. Their motto is “Let us eam
income from drug smuggling instead of the PKK"” he

says.

- Sabah columnist Hasan Cemnal says: “Does Turkey
deserve such allegations? You can say these allega-
tions are the ;

" irresponsibility of the German judge. You may con-
demn it as slandering. But how did tﬁe German eourt
make this decision about the government of the
Turkish Republic? Who were the witnesses? The
gnstavi/le,rs of these questions should be examined in full

e , i

Radikal writer Ismet Berkan, in discussing a recent
visit by two American drug- smuggling experts says:

“The American experts asked an interesting question;
“Is there a chain of command?’ I told them that the
basic theory since the Susurluk accident has been that
everyth E pened through such a chain. The whole
thegll_z is based on this probability.

“The second question after this explanation was: *Is
Tansu Ciller at the head of this chain? I could not
say that she was not, although I had no evidence. [ had
to sag'(:i “This is the allegation, but it has not been

;proved.’ .

“At this time the allegations about Ciller and her
family do not need to be supported by evidence or -
groveq to be untrue. They are already widely believed .

y decision-making authorities in the West. Ciller and

her circle claim it is a “conspiracy’ — a conspiracy of

'some big holding companies, opPosition leader Mesut

Yilmaz and journalists jealous ot Ciller and her fami-
ly. Let us assume the conspiracy alle-
gations are true for a second; if the
tnspirers of the conspiracy have such
power that they are able to create such
an image, why should not they simply
bring Ciller down?””

Turkey in a difficult situation
internationally
.The findings of the Paris-based
Geopolitical Narcotics Monitor put
Turkey in a more difficult situation
after the statements made in Germany.
. The Monitor offers an advisory service
for institutions such as the EU, the
European Council and the United
Nations. : '
The statements of an authority at the
. Observatory about the “high-ranking
protection” of drug smugglers in

‘Turkey caused even more chaos.

The authority did not want his name to be revealed ;
for security reasons, but he said 70 percent of the

: %ﬁx&s which are consumed in Europe come through

ey and alleged that this would not be possible
without political protection. Turkey has been put in a
situation that is even more difficult to get out of after

these allegations. The comments of the concerned
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countries on the recent developments have been

Turkish State Maritime Company are viewed as dan-

damming. : o !
Britain: The jusior miister at the Briish Home B e G ey e o f
Office, Tom Sackville, said: “There are worrying alle- Muzaffer . states that the seaports could

autigni ancz}fvidence %l:uout the involverég;’t of

ish authorities in drug smuggling. Eighty t
of the drugs which enter lgnglan%gggnw througg
Turkey. The smugglers have access to the intelligence
that the Turkish authorities are given, and therefore

anti-drug operations are not affective.”

Holland: The Dutch Parliament accuses Turkey of

drug smuggling in a they prepared
Holland mgmmmgno; comments in the

on the issue.

i,

“Organized crime is closely connected to officials.
The circles of organized cgmc, state services and busi-

nessmen have formed an i

le knot.” USA: The

US Congress started to investigate the connection
between the drug smugglers and the politicians in
Turkey after the Susurluk scandal which revealed a

mafia-police-politician t;ianél:.sanc fonsagaint

Greece: They are calling

Turkey due to the allegations of drug smuggling. The
%mddmtmeghad%hug&ﬂ

Greek authorities expl

kilo of drugs being smuggled into Ei
Turﬁgl,ns'thastreetv ue of about $164 million, and

from

become transit doors for all kinds of smuggling and
corruption in the case of their being sold to the private
sector, and added that the winner of the bid for
Tekirdag Seaport, Hayyam Garipoglu, was a convict-
ed smuggler. )

mnar said that the late President, Turgut Ozal,
when he was still prime minister, had started the dis-
cussion on the privatization of loss-making public
enterprises, but it was decided later to sell all of them,
both unprofitable and profitable. _

He also said that the seaports are enterprises
engaged in trade and in eamning foreign currency and
there were other factors playing a role in the sale of

which do not suffer from losses.

“The privatization of the seaports is not right — not
only because they are profitable, bat also because of
their strategic importance. The great leader, Mustafa
Kemal Atatiirk, emphasized the latter when he
declared, "Entering and leaving all seaports is
banned’ before the big onslaugght at the begnning of
the Independence War. But unfortunately the admin-

had arrested 360 people. istrators of the country do not share the same w(:ﬁin-
;;n today. They (cl:onﬁrm his statgmegt Tt\l;ou i

' ' ve internal and external enemies’ by their activi-

The ports have been opened for drugs ties. The seaports will be a transit poix{t for every

A hot debate continues in Turkey while such allega-

er of smuggling and corruption if they are sold.

tions continue at full speed abroad. terestingly the winners of the seaport biddings
The most imlportant debate is on the privatization of confirm this possibility.”
the ports. The 14 seaports which are operated by the

daily news
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Lipkey-Enrope reladions overdvse on heroin:
: i o/ )49

Is Tansu Ciller the Godmother?

criminal files — unresolved murders, money lzun-
dering, extortion, kidnapping. illegat gambling,
coup-stirring in neighboriag countries, sabotage,
incitement to war and sa on.

By Giil Demir
Turkish Daily News / ISTANBUL

urkey’s image has recently become ¢ >,
the S¥lbj60t ogfintensc debgte in the The Turkish Republic's flag waves on German

European media and in the reports television screens — background decor on which a
and sg.:taenments of various ovpc(r)n- heroin syringe has been superimposed. The needle
ment and nongovernmental organi- hit a swollen vein when a German State Court judge
zations. These are international pointed to 2 hlgh-level (female) Turkish minister as
reflections on the activities of offi- the “godmother” of drug smugglers. And so Tansu
cially-backed criminal gangs, the glller is tranformed in the eyes of the citizens of
existence of which can no longer be denied since the .Europe’s bIEgCS( country from “mother” to “god-
Susurluk accident led to the partial revelation of mother” of her country’s citizens, and as the "boss,

murky relations between the Turkish state apparatus the minister who protects drug smugglers. Ozer
and ultranationalist mafiosos. Uguran Ciller never left his wife alone in her appear-

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister ances before the German media during her last busy
Tansu Ciller's “heroes” are spreading Turkey's visit to Germany. A gboto purporting to show Mr.
“fame” around the world thanks to their overstuffed Giller with Turkey’s biggest media boss and people
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accused of being involved in smuggling nuclear
materials appears in newspapess 2nd on television
screens. In Holland the financial dealings carried out
by offices belonging to some of Turkey's biggest -
banks are sus nded on the suspicion of “laundering
drug money.” Turkey’s name is mentioned often
along with those of countries like Colombia consid-
ered to be the home of the world's leading drug:
dealers. ©~ - - S

So what do Turkish authorities do about this?
They behave like parents who suspect that their chil-
dren might be into drugs, but since there is no con-
crete evidence, they would prefer not to think about
it. The real disaster hasn't knocked on their own
door yet. Even when they are confronted with reali-
ty, some try to play down the scale of the event; they
rationalize to seek ways out of the situation, stress-
ing what hasn’t been said rather than confront reali-

“Ciller’s name is not mentioned in the German
court’s decision,” they say or, “The judge did not
mean to say that, but meant to say this,” or, “Look at

this: even the prosecutor was surprised by the state-
ment of the judge.” People conveniently forget that
Turkey has been known as a highway for drugs trav-
eling from east to west for a number of ¥ears

Some of them stage a farce, issuing ulimatums

and demanding apologies, trying to keep their heads

above the sewer water in which they are swimming.
Some circles would like the recent past to be for-

gotten, as if Ciller were not this country’s Minister

of Foreign Affairs, as if she had not been the Prime

Minister for several years, as if the activities carried

out by gangs such as the unresolved murders and
newspaper bombings did not contradict her pubhc
statements as prime minister, s if she hadn't offered
Mehmet Agar a seat in Parliament and then appoint-

ed him to be Minister of Justice and later Intenor . -
Minister; the same Agar who stands accused of pro- -~ .

viding gang members with facilities enabling them -
to commit crimes and escape consequences. ,
As if it were not Ciller who personally declared a.

- gang chief killed in the Susurluk traffic accident-a:. . -,

“hero.” In Turkey now these same circles are now

maneuvering to prevent Giller’s name from entering;

international criminal files. .

Other circles fallaciously and foolishly resortto'

- demagoguery in their attem%s to cover up the whole
affair. “But the state of the Re
*should not be accused of what Mrs. Ciller has

doing,” they fxl)lead. : R

In reali%, owever, the recent chain of events 1n
Germany, France and Britain, three countrie$ which
can be said to prima.rily represent Western Europe,
portrays today s Turkey as if it had been pho-
tographed from a different angle. The evaluations
appear in the decisions of the German state courts

- and in the German media; in the reports of the

Geopolitical Narcotics Monitor (Observatoire
Geopolitique des Drogues) in France, which pre-
pares reports on drug trafficking; in the statements
of the junior minister in the British Home Office,
Tom Sackville; and in the reasoning behind
Holland’s suspending the activities of the Turkish
banks’ branches there: .

* 70-80 percent of the drugs on the European
market come through Turkey. -
* Drug trafficking has political connections in ...

ublic of urke% _
een .

Turkey and the drug smugglers are under high level
official protection from the state and politicians. -

~  Some top figures in the security forces and gov-
ernment authorities are involved in the drug-smug-
gling business. '

* Criminals wanted by Interpol, far from being
caught, are protected and provided with diplomaﬁc
passports and documents in Turkey which enables
them to continue their activities. - '

* The information supplied by Turkish secunty
ugits about the international drugs trade is not reli-
able.

* Drug trafficking information supplied by
Western security forces to their Turkish counterparts
is leaked to the smugglers and results in the failure
of anti-drug operations.

The news articles then reach the conclusion that
Turkey is-one of the centers of international heroin
traffic, and has become the Colombia of Europe.
The oilmon of somie observers that the ongoing war
in Turkey against the Kurdistan Workers’ Party -
(PKK) is partially financed by the money earned
through the drugs trade has been gaining more advo-
cates, and certamnly some funds come from that
source. And this differs from previous government
accusations that the PKX has been financing its
activities via the drug trade.

All these developments indicate an upcoming dis-
aster in Turco-European relations through an over-
dose on drugs. Turkey has not been able to avoid
intense and Incessant criticism over its attitude - -
towards democratization and human rights and now
it faces the more serious allegation of international
dru‘g trafficking. L

estern Europe has begun signaling that the atti-
tude which they normally take against Colombia is
on the agenda for Turkey if Turkey cannot and erad-
icate all the dirt thrown up by the gangs in which
some state officials have been involved. To give
one of the least of the possible sanctions, Tansu
Giller could be refused a visa to travel to European -
countries although she is said to hold a US pass-

port. o
[One of the harsher personal penalties might be an’

investigation by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service

into her annual tax returns in that country. After all,

Al Capone, to name just one of America’s better

known criminals, got nailed on tax evasion chaggses.]
If some think they can resort to classic meth

- and accuse Europe of weakening Turco-European

relations throu%h empty demalgo ic statements such
as “They have fallen into the trap,” or “They
have become a tool of PKK propa?anda,” or “The
use the PKK’'s language,” we wou d like to remind .
them of the following: :

“Ladies and gentlemen, why are you frothing at

- the mouth over the latest moves by European author-

ities? They are doing exactly what President

‘Siileyman Demirel told everyone to do in refering to

the Susurluk accident: ‘This cannot be covered up.
Continue your investiéations as far as they lead
you.” Demirel himself seems not to be following his
‘own advice, but the Europeans, far from bein% over- -
dosed, seem determined to follow Turkey’s “fairy

godmother” as far as possible.

10




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

ANuno? siy) 0y Koesoowsp
ann Fuuq pue speay Jioy) asres urede a0uo
1M “S0861 243 ut Areyiu ay) wolj samssaid ajq
-1pasour ayp audsap ‘dnoo 3y Jo sayse ay Jo Mo
[oamwaq urwAa[ng astel 0) pad[ay oym sossew
ay) Kep auo jey) azijeas jou op 2jdoad asay |,
{311,UsI ‘oreusns A[8n uy "s[eIo1yjo a1els
[2A9]-Y31y suios uaAa pue suerdijod swos ‘Aued
-wod Jurpjoy Jofew e ‘s1apes| Joqe| swos Juisn
dnos uerpia e oowoid 0 uSredures v payoune|
MOU JABY] ‘WASAS Y JO SALBSIIADE Y [T
0] POsn 219Mm SIISQOW IYMm ‘[EpUEIS Ynpnsng
3yl puIyaq S1 YoM JUSWYSI|QRISI SATIBAIISUOD
3Y) MOU OF "SpIed Y} UO 3q J0U PINOYS JIA0INE)
ATeypru e jey} 9Z1jeal S9010§ pauLle o) Ing
*Kreyriun ayy yse Ajpavodal
Ao 1u99s210 9} pue Jels oY) seoejdal wels]
Jo ey usas3d oy amye Ajuo 108 nok [{IM (10]
Buntem noA are yeypy,, “ Yo ay) op pinod dnod
ATejjrui e J]3J U9A3 9ARY SISLUIR[NDIS Paf[ed-0S
9y ‘ponssI are S)ealy) pue WSS ISR[NIas. oy
0} 23uoeyd Jolews e parapisuod s 31 ‘Suryiowos
op 01 A1) (1S3 Y3 Ul S1303 YoInyd ay1]) wels|
0] 9ANISUSS alowl [99) oym 3jdoad owny £19Ag
*SISLIR[NOJS SYY pue SISTUIRIS] PaJ[ed-0s
o) usamiaq uottezrrejod s1y) pareald aaey oY)
0§ ‘Ure[s| 0 3ANISUAS Iael are oym Aoy
ut sjdoad ap Jo aouanyur Suimois ayt ey
j0uued £3y) ‘op A3y} J9AIIBYM JEL]) PIZI[Lal JARY
KayJ, ‘pefeld 3uroq s1 sured mou e mou Ing
‘Koyang,
U1 JATAINS Jouued Aoy} walsAs e Yons Jopun

1By mouy Ay ] AoBIOOWSP ||N) B W03 pue
2)B1$ DIBIJ0OWAP-1UIAS JUILIND I w0} 9319w 0}
A9yIn], Juem Jou op A9 ], "Te3O St WIe JIoY L
*afru pue
uoisnyuod pealds 0} SIMI[Y pUE STUUNS UIIMIIq
SIOIJUOD 9)B3ID O) pall} UdA3 A3 ], "WDISAS
PaY0015 J13Y) UTRUTEW 0] JApJO Ul AUNOod Ino
ur SYINJ, 2y} pue spIny ayi usamiaq 1L oY) [ony
01 patn Aay [, ‘uonoe jnj ui 319m onb smyels aals
-sa1dal ay) paurelurews sAemie pue AnuUnod ay)
9)BUTWIOP O} PALN] OYM SIDI0J ) ‘[IYMUBIN
9AN
-09JJoul pue 3[1] 00) a19m A3y Inq sdajs eIy
-12dns swos An prp ‘39istutw swud sem oy uaym
‘[eu(q urwAI[NS "1ovIul ydoy sem walsks

e nuj

0

aatssaidal pue aanoLISal o) pue suoneloadxs

regndod 01 dn 3a1] 01 pajre} ‘spunoid Suons

uo W3)SAS dNEIoWIp Yy SuIp[Inga1 pue saye)

-stur Jsed o) SunoauIod Jo pesysul ‘siy) [[e woj
Jsow paiajyns oym sispea| reonijod sy og

"UOISNJUOD PUE SUON)

-onnsqo [eonrod aoej am se pip o jeym woly

Suuoyyns [us are am Lepo, ‘ssow 3391duiod

' ut AyIny ind sny) pue smej aaIssardor umo

1oy pareisiSe) Aoy L "weysAs teonijod ayy spuew

-s1p pue sorped [eonijod {re umop aso]o 0y pade

-uew £3y) Ing dwelred Yy} 9A[0ssIp Ajuo jou
pIp Aoy se Jnyssaoons Ajrenred sxom Kay],

*$QIISIp J1O)

01 3uipiodoe Aaxan [, uni pue ui days pinod Lo

181 05 ANUNOD 3Yy) UT UOHIEMIS INT|IEM [IAIO B
pareaId pue 1 Suim-1391 pue Suim-1y3u ap
Patenj A13unod ay) jo swisjqoid 3y 03 uon
-N{0S SNBIOOWIP B JUBM JOU PIP OYMm SI[OID
urepad ‘dnoo 0861 A 210joq pouad sy u

**s)stre[noas pue ajdoad popurw
snoIg1fa1 se sn oz1re[od 03 Suiin
a1e A3} MON "PIED TUUNS-9IMIY
) pawy A3y, “Anunod ay) U0 p[oy
JI9Y} ureuTeur 03 19IJUOd YsIipany
-ySp{In], € 918310 0} paw Aoy} I1SIL]

YI0M Je 8Je £9rI00Wap [ea) JUBM JOU Op OUM 80y

1661 '€ AVNUEEL 'AVANOW 882 A,N:QQ Qw&&:&

11




i

-Basin Ozet

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa

1997

évrier

P

Le Monde / mardi 4 f

(200) a1s1w0u037
0D Auaryy

‘Tew €133 Uejes
pPUBIDH Np- IN0J3I I ‘Uredlule
arpowr 3] xed spurdsey sinof
-N0} JUO0S (SYUEIFUIP $91.13) SIUL)
-1qey s9] no sfed un suep ‘re>s
9)IA 2118} INEJ |I STBN “PUdIeW
92 Ins 19nof g 3ired dun oUOp
juo sasreduer) sasudanua sa7
(% L'p1) SuTewdA[V.[ 19 (%6'S)
uodef o1 s9ide yosIew np %S
J2A® UBIL] 3P INJSSIUINOJ JWRIS
-1013 3] ‘G661 W3 ‘919 ' ddUBYY
1 IUSWUWIIPI  SIPIO[[PWE
JUOS 3s URIPYPL 32 SLed aInud
sanbrwouosy suone(ax s

*$SUN-X3,] ap SUISIOA Sas
594 191Zed N39S 9 suep 1a1pd
-007 © pUoUIe 152 ‘dlssny ef syx1de
‘pUOUI NP [2InjeU Zed Ip $IAIIS
-91 sapueld snid sap 3Isodsip
mb ‘sfed 3> anb 3rey o1 red 99>

unu|,p ajo4uao enbung ‘T : NG

961 - 5661 besl

-I0JUAI ‘J[BIIUID 3ISY U2 URIL] 3P
anbiSyiens uonenis e iarousi
juaanad au s 10 ‘WOoISPI 91393
op sa11zed 319 saxnonyd saaras
-1 sasuduIwWl SIp 3eJ np ‘oren
-uad JISY ud anbruouody duas
-91d oy 1oddofaasp JuARYNOS
STU[]-S1e3d S3[ ‘IN0UNS 19 ‘UPuy
ANIVIINIINY INNNODNL

‘steduelq 19
soanbruueliag ‘suanio) ‘siouryd
XNE S2INQIEd0IPAY,P SIIUIA SINI|
TIDOR JUO SUSIURI] SI] ‘S661 93191
ap stonyd ap sureoupure syeyoe
sap pure,] smdaQ "31393F U0,
mb oSrequwa,p sjuawWaANOW ¥Xne

90e] amej e ‘[1-3-3[qUIdS ‘ISSNII -

© uel) ] 13)J3 U "URIYDL Ip SIA
-g-SIA 31s10yd anbyewpsAs yuauwt
-ojuonge.p 9189IeAS B Sp PN
-eA B[ Ins 38oL1a3uy, s-uoidurysem

-onb 1asuad juassre] SIUIW[P,P
31qUIOU ULEIID UN IO “STU{]-Se3q .

74

TUNEDA 113G

s1e(jop ap Spley U3 -

SINBRING S3)dwi0) SaP JuauIasSaIpal 3 4

$3[ J9AE sUONelal SIp UORNJOAR,]
BI3S JUUAIURN IWOU039,| mod
SIURUIUINPP SINIIIEJ SIPp un
‘ured 5[ WO PIISSIIPU IIJTW
-31d.3p s3mpoid s3f Ins suonuUIA
-qns S2p USpUIEW nNe Jnpuod e
uonepul] Sp aguoul e[ 33 ‘suon
-eyroduwr $31 I9[QNIUOD 3P UYe 391
-10JUA1 13 B INILIPIXI 32ISUIUIOD
np 2JSI{eEIIUAd uUONSId el
-sojdninui xne) ¢ afueys ap JWR
-sAS Un g INO321 un 19 ‘saulIo]
-91 sap arremdue s1131d ‘ofueyd
9p xnej s3p uonesyun,p anbn
-jod e[ 9p UOpUEQE UN JUTEIUI
e ‘suonenodur sap uoissarduiod
B[ ® 99N ‘3SWID 319D ‘66l Teuwl
ap saSueyd sap PYSIBUL NP ASLD
aAe1d san ef a9Inofe 31sa,s [anb
-ne ¢ 861 smdap pnbridde anbrua
-0Uu02) UoneseIq 3p surwers
-01d np [e303 1senb 111 Un
® }INPUOD B SINJLIPIX syustiuared
SIp 3sIId e[ ‘yUdWd[[iered
‘[onuue JUWISSIS U ‘9661
arquadas ua 9, 77+ : PAI[P eI
-2)S31 STEW ‘9661 U Pnue el
-a3s as xud sap assney ap SwAI
31 ‘ue1lj,] ap dlenyuad anbueq
B UO[3S "S661-v661 apoIpd ef
Ins J[oNUUE JUUAOW U % €°T1
1 UONEYUL [ 9P UOHIRIP[PIOE JuN §
JMPUOI JUO ‘JITE}PUOW ISSEW ¥
3p 2OUBSSIOId 3310} 39 3JJo, P
JuSWIsSEY ‘sIMajoe Xnap s3D
*(3[[onuue JuuILout
Ud % T'EE +) S661-v661 apoupd ey
IS IPAI[P 919 JUOP € aIeIpuow
9ssewl B[ P JDUESSIOID B 'ITED
-ueq auIASAs 9| red sAPId Ip
WOnIpPUOd Sues 32 sanbpewone
SUOBJO[[E,p ey np ‘sastidan
-ua,p suonrredsip sap red saymp
-en sed Juos 3s au (% 07 & anbrq
-nd) amsnNpuUy] 3P SPINIYIP $3]
“io1oms 3@ ‘yuswadmbsy,p suaiq
ud Eo_umtonc: sap juepuadyp

udwasre] ynonpoid flaredde |
3p 210, Ins psad e suoneuod
-unl sap uoneyunr ap anbniod
eT "€661 smdap jeyoep noanod
Uo0s ap UONNUIWIP. 133U dun
qns e suuatuen uonendod e
LU
sI3 anbrmouosy 19 Te10s 1Yod
un na B S9INJLIPIXI SIOUBUY $Ip
IPIO U ISIUIIX e[ ‘SUTOUIUeyN
uawared op INBIPP 9P SBI UD
sauuaruelr sapalld 39 sanbpqnd
$P19100S SIP SISIAIP US SIUdW
-o8e8ud sap sWaWISINOqUIAX
s3] Ipuered ap uonesinqo,| suep
183 $3dURULY SaP 13 IMWOUO0IP,[ P
IISIUI 31 *(000Z-S661) [ewuanb
-uinb uerd nesanou np aiped
91 suep ‘anb uonoejsijes soae
210U JUO UB],[ 3P ¥NEISUINI0)
sarreuayred s31 ‘snjd Qg
*3sI9d AUUADUR, |
ap nonnqsmuv © suoneModxa saf
IUANO) ® 9661 UD POUIWWIOIAL
JUO ‘90BJ0D) B[ JUOCP *NPId-ddUEI
-nsse,p sauuazdoind s391708
smaisnid ‘Isuly ‘a[EUONIeUIIUL
dIRUeUy INBUNUIIO B[ J[qel
-0OAR} dIQTUeW 3P yuuvolssaIdun
JUSUIUIIPIAY JUO SIUSW[P S

€661 9P SIN3LIFXD
Sjuawiated sap asin gf

13y? aied uesdyay
: abuey) ap xney sap

uoreaigiun,p anbpyjod

e| 3p Uopueqe
‘UoNejuL,| 3p 393Uo
3RNUI ASY A

"€661 & Modder xed sprejjiu g
ap uoissaifoid aun 31o0s ‘sie|
-[op 2p sprefiar g 3p sAd ‘9661
ud ‘JreIpuiaiie enuad anbueq
B[ 9P SISIAJD U SIAIISII SIp
Jrejyuow Jf ‘yred anne,  "9661 U
SIE[JOP 9P SUOI[[IW (07 € Syuaer
9319 U0 awared Ip spIPLIIR SI[

‘afoned np xud np anul suGoq

B[ B 39 S2INSOW $37 § -97¢1D)

*€661 9P NEIATU-MI[ € (% 0T 3P)
SOINJUIPIUL JUBISAT WD N0} ‘SIS

-$2Ipal JUSWAIYEY] JUSTRIIS oS

suolyentodut s3] ‘9661 g ‘S661 32

V661 US UONIAUS SPIEY[[IW ‘Tt ¢

€661 U2 SIE[[OP IP SPIEI(IW 61 9P
SIPUIUIRI P39 JUO 1I-SI[AD ‘sUon
-epodurt s3p anbnselp uononpal
ap anbnyod sun ‘syjueimod Sjusp
-99%2 sap 1a8edpp ap uge ‘doeld
UQ SIW B judwduIaAnog a7 - .

SNOILVLIHOJINI 530 FTQULNOD

£ 0002 we,[ ua,nbsn("
" syuepiodurl SJUSWISINOQUIDT S5P

jrefoaid pououue .—u_u:mmauwu

‘JUUATUEI] 3IN3IIPIXI 133D E|°
3P JUSWAUUO[SYIPPI UN ¢ 1INOqe

JUO SUOISSTOSIP SID "SPUIIDUOD
SISIOUBPIY SIP 2]qQUEASUI,|
B sa[elpie[lq suoleirogyu Ip
99p1,| Iasoduur  1SSngx pIoqep
© USIUEIl JUSWIUIAANOS o] -

: uwuaovm IJ areInIq
31897815 SUN 3SLID 91390 | 308y .

YRl [ 32Ae.
a119n8 el mm.am wcosmtonEﬂ
$9p Jouessiald a110) don oun red

JuswureIou aynboaoid uonenyss
aun ‘sIefjop 3p SpIemW [{ yeus

-1ae jusuored ap spIPLLIE SIP

jueynow 3 ‘anbody,| v "ge6l U

9oye g mb smoumxa syuow-

-ared sap astId e[ € 308}
aIley 2p Uel,] 3p 9N
-1oedes e us juarefon
SINJ}BAIISqO,p n?

- SINbILIOUO SO 5
3ddogs e asueuy nanbid e) e nojal 3j ‘vel) u3

le




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Jan/Feb1997

CENTRE to CENTRE

Newsletter of the Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN

Drawing by
Turkish writer,
Recep Marasli,
who was held
between July 1994
and November
1995 on charges
under the Anti-
Terror Law. He is
currently free
awaiting trial. He
has several other
charges pending
against him for
"disseminating
separatist propa-
ganda". He was
previously impris-
oned on political
charges from 1982
to 1991,

Jaaneb 1997

CENTRE to CENTRE

Newsletter of the Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN

ACTION FILE: TURKEY:

On 19 November 1996, journalist Mutebar Yildirim was sentenced
to ten months' imprisonment and fined TL 43,000. Yildirim, who
now works for the newspaper Demokrasi and is Secretary of the
Progressive Journalists' Association, was arrested in connection
with an article she had written entitled “To Streets, To Action, Ta
A General Strike”. The article was published on 22 December 1994
in the newspaper Ozger Ulke, which has since been closed down.

The subject of her article is a Trade Union demonstration calling
for a general strike, which she describes in positive terms. She
quotes from slogans on placards, one of which is the title of her
piece, and refers to the popular support the demonstration
received. At no point does Yildirim's article promote violence. The
article questions official statements which suggest that the

demonstrators had little public support, and concludes that the
only means to effect change is through strike action. Such action is
prohibited under Turkish Labour Law.
Mutebar Yildirim is being held at Bayrampasa Special Prison.
Appeals expressing concern about the charges against Mutebar
Yildirim should be sent to:

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 35, 1997

Fus. Rejects Report

Of Plan to Hit Iraq

Reuters

WASHINGTON — The United States said Tuesday that
there was no reason for heightened concem about possible

military action against Iraq atter a German newspaper re-
ported that Washington might launch a cruise missile strike,

“The United States always reserves the right to use its
military force to defend its national interest anywhere in the
world,” said the State Department spokesman, Nicholas
Burns, ‘‘but 1 see no reason to heighten your concern in any
way pertaining to the situation in the Middle East.”

The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung said United Nations
inspectors had found that Iraq continued to develop missiles in
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violation of UN resolutions. It added that the United States
was studying a possible missile strike against Iraq.

A Defense Department spokesman, Kenneth Bacon, also
responding to the report, said that Washington supported an
analysis by the chief UN inspector, Rolf Ekeus, that Iraq was
hiding an operational Scud missile force of 18 to 25 missiles.

““This is against the sanctions’’ brought against Iraq after
the 1991 Gulf War, Mr. Bacon said. ‘‘Obviously I can’t
describe what our future actions would be, but we have shown:
time and time again that we are prepared to protect U.S. forces.
We are prepared to protect our interests in the Gulf."’

Mr. Bacon declined to say whether Iraq might be trying to. -

rebuild its missile forces. But another defense official said

The German article, being published Wednesday, said that
the United States could make a decision this week on whether
to launch a Tomahawk missile strike at Iraq. It gave as the-
basis for its report ‘‘ American security sources.”’

The United States has launched three Tomahawk strikes
against Iraq since the war ended. :

The newspaper said that UN inspectors who were in Iraq
from Jan. 5 to Jan. 23 found evidence, according to American

- sources, that Iraq was continuing to develop missiles with a’

range of around 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers).
- It said that the inspectors had been *‘massively obstructed’’

" and that Mr. Ekeus had written to Prime Minister Tariq Aziz of

Iraq on Jan. 13 telling him that Baghdad was contravening UN

Washington believed that Iraq was hiding previously built’

weapons rather than ‘‘building new inventory.”’

resolutions and that its move would have consequences.

oNololio

DROEOED)

Turkish Dﬂlly News WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 5, 1997
JSF criticizes police violence against Turkish journalists

By Metin Demirsar
- Turkish Daily News

ISTANBUL- Some 154 Turkish journalists
were subjected to ﬂdlice brutality in 1996,
including Metin Goktepe, who was beaten to
death in %stanbul, according to a report released
here Tuesday. ,

- The report of the Paris-based Journalists
Without Frontiers [JSF] $aid 69 journalists were
beaten and harassed while covering news stories,
53 were forcibly detained, 31 tortured and one,
Goktepe, was murdered while in police custody.

Presenting the document at a news conference,
-Jean Chicizola, the JSF representative for Europe
and the former Soviet Union, said the victims
were from a wide range of news media, including
mainstream publications and television chan-
nels. n

Chicizola urged Turkey’s Islamist-led govern-
ment to bring to justice the unidentified man who
punched a television reporter, Isin Giirel, while
covering a demonstration on Monday in protest

of the “Jerusalem Night” rally of Sunday night in
the Ankara suburb of Sincan which turned into a
Rro—sharia rally. Gurel was hospitalized with

ead injuries. o

The JSF report said torture used against
Turkish journalists included Rhysical blows,
electrical shock, burning of the body, sexual
harassment and assault.

It said victims were also forced to watch films
on executions and deprived of food and water in
detention.

Goktepe, a reporter with the leftist newspaper
Evrensel, was detained on January 8 of last year
while covering a funeral of two inmates killed in
a prison uprising, and bludgeoned to death by a
group of policemen. _

Eleven policemen are on trial in Afyon, a city
in western Turkey for his murder.

The trial, the next hearing of which is to be
held Thursday 6 February, has become a rallying
point for western-style political and press
reforms and democratic rights in Turkey.

Ankara-Turkish Daily.h}ewé :

minister Serafettin El¢i was..
- cleared of charges of separatism
by the Istanbul State Security.

Elgi’s attorney Ali Hadi Emre
pointed out that the defendant . .

charges before and asked that he
be acquitted again, to which the
presiding judge agreed. El¢i had

Turkisb Dﬂily Neu)s WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1997

m Democratic Mass Party (DKP)
chairman and former civil works

Court (DGM) on Tuesday, the .. -
Anatolia news agency reported.

had been acquitted of the same "

DKP'chairman acquitted again

“been tried earlier because of a
speech he made during the din-- -
ner given by the Foundation of

.Kurdish Peoples and Liberties.

. He was sentenced to a two-year

“prison term. . - .

The Supreme Appeals Court
overturned that decision due to
‘an amendment to the Anti-terror-
.ism Law and sent the case back
_to the DGM to be heard once
. again. The prosecutor had asked
_for a prison term of one to three

years and fine of TL 100-300

million. ) ‘
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Tuﬂmb Dﬂlly Nell)S WEDNESDAY, FEBRUA

Tempers

NATO Secretary-General Solana to visit Turkey

Ankara will tell Solana the
extension of NATO should be
related to the enlargement of the EU
and the Western European Union

Turkish Daily News

ANKARA- NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana is
scheduled to arrive in Ankara on Wednesday where the
topics of the t of NATO, the European Union,
and the Western Union are expected to domi-
nate talks.

The issue of Turkish-Greek relations is also likely to
be high on the agenda when Solana meets President
Silleyman Demire], Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan,
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller, Defense Minister Turhan
Tayan, and Chief of General Staff Ismail Hakki
Karadayi. During the talks, the Turkish government is set
to argue that the t of NATO should related to
the enlargement of the European Union and its dm&;ml
ed defense arm, the Westemn European Union (WEU). A
senior diplomat from the Foreign Ministry indicated
Turkey had not spelt out that it would veto any extension
of NATO (over the EU decision not to accelerate mem-
bership of Turkey to the union) but said the EU must give
a reasonable response to Turkey’s desire to be a full
member. “During the talks with Solana, Turkey will not
challenge but we will point out our position very clearly,”
the Fomrfn Ministry official said.

Last November, Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller threat-
ened to block the use of NATO equipment for the WEU
after Greek objections to Ankara’s participation in WEU
activities. Turkey is an associate member of the WEU.

On the subject of Turkish-Greek relations, the govern-

TurkiSb Daily Neu)s WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1997

NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana

ment is expected to tell Solana it is prepared to discuss
the problems over the Greek Cypriot decision to buy S-
300 missiles from Russia, but NATO is not the appropri-
ate place for such a discussion. Last spring, Solana sug-

ested the setting up of a “hot line” connecting Ankara,

thens and Brussels for use in emergencies and it is
exg?:tcd that Solana will again put forward this .
A NATO summit is scheduled for July where the issues
of enlargement and the refocusing of NATO will be dis-
cussed. Before arriving in Ankara, Solana visited

k&sqscow and Washington. He will later travel to Central
ia.

opposition gets ready to topple government

Turkish Daily News
ANKARA- The attack b¥_ a
fanatic Muslim on a fcmale TV '
reporter in the lslamisl-govemed opposition agi[a[ion as a “canni-
ened political tensions on within the coalition.
Tuesdai. triggering a “show of
force” y
exercise.
The

sure motion in an attempt to bring mecting with President Siileyman

the True Path Party (D

Necmettin Erbakan.

ave strong indications that they
ad no intentions of withdrawing
from the governmet. State
Minister Nevzat Ercan said there
were deliberate attempts to sabo-
tage the government and warned
But Erbakan dismissed the against undermining the country’s

speculations of army unrest and stability. .
Ciller declined to reveal the
suburb of Sincan, Ankara, height- bal dance,” denying any crisis content of her talks with the Kres-
ident. She later conferred wit
( Forcign Minister Tansu Ciller, Erbakan but was again reticent to
an armored unit “on jeader of RP's coalition partner, divuige any details of the meet-
?P), on inﬁ, other than to say it was a

opposition prepared a cen- Tyesday held an unscheduled sche

_ Demirel was widely reported
down the Islamist-conservative Demirel and later summoned her last week to have been briefed by
coalition led by Prime Minister party aides for a closed meetng. military leaders about the grow-
After the meeting a DYP minister ing reaction within the o%

boil over fanati
attack

Tanks roll through Ankara suburb as ;

corps. The reports of the visit by
the Chief of General Staff, Ismail

Hakki Karadayy, last Thursday triggered
rumors of an impending coup. Turkey’s
secularist minded officer: maintain
a powerful presence behind the political
scene, having intervened three times
over the past four decades.

The unannounced drive past of over
30 tanks, armored personnel carriers and
jeeps through the main street of Sincan
early on Tuesday, lent credence to per-
sistent reports of simmering tempers
within the armed forces over a recent
series of assertive moves by the politi-
cians and local officials of the Islamist
Welfare party (RP). :

The incident that threatened to tip the
scales was Monday’s attack on Isin
Giirel, a reporter for Interstar TV, by a
former bodyguard of Sincan Mayor
Bekir Yildiz. Yildiz had angered the
secularist establishment by holding an
“Al-Quds (Jerusalem) Day” ceremony

her

duled weckly meeting.

ficer
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over the weekend at which Iranian
Ambassador Muhammad Reza Bagheri
allegedly praised Turkey’s march
toward an Islam-based state. Mayor
Yildiz was removed from his post upon
2n order by Interior Minister Meral
Alﬁner on Tuesday.

e remarks earned the diplomat a
formal protest from the Foreign
Ministry and stiff reaction from (%ne
media and left-wing opposition leaders
who called for his expulsion. Bagheri
dismissed the accusations blaming, in
tum, a hostile press.

However, Ankara’s reaction fell short
of declaring the Iranian envoy “persona
non grata,” the fate of Bagheri’s prede-
cessor. Ministry spokesman %mer
Akbel said such a reaction would be
ﬁkm to “putting the cart before the

orse e '

_ Embarrassed government officials,
including mainstream Welfare Party
politicians, apologized to the beaten
reporter while arrest warrants were
issued for the attacker and an accom-
plice. State and government leaders,

including President Demirel and

Foreign Minister Ciller, condemned the
attack while the Press Council and the
Journalists Association blamed the RP
for “encouraging” the fanatics.
Opposition partiesand
nongovernmental organizations vent-

ed their anger at the RP and claimed

Necmetttin Erbakan himself had paved
the way for the attack on Giirel by call-
in%}'ou_malists “windbags.”
eteran leftist politician Biilent
Ecevit, who has been championing an
opposition alliance to bring down the
overnment, on Tuesday said his
emocratic Left Party (DSPg would put
forward a censure motion against the
government. The censure motion entails
a vote of confidence which analysts say
the government can ill afford, especially
in view of the growing differences
between the Islamusts and the seculanst
DYP. Although Ciller still depends on
the Islamists for protection against cor-
ruption probes pursued by the opposi-
tion, a growing rebellion has been
reported among her party’s parliamen-
tary wing to her uncharactenstic docili-
ty. In calling for the coalition’s ousting,

: Reuters

Ecevit dismissed claims that the
Islamist-dominated government was
without altematives. Ecevit said it was
imperative for the very existence of the
democratic, secular regime to get rid of
the Islamist-dominated WelfarePath
coalition. :

The DSP chairman said his party
would be ready to enter a new govem-
ment if its conditions in regards to eco- -
nomic and social policy were met..
Ecevit said hioling an early election was
always an option if a new government
could not be formed.

But Deniz Baykal, a rival leftist
leader, said the social democrats should
first unite, and thereby form a core for
the opposition, before steps were taken
to unseat the government. The
Republican People’s Party (CHP? leader
also blasted Iran for meddling in
Turkey’s internal affairs, accusing
Tehran of 