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ut off from Iraq by the
Islamic State (IS) for
almost a month,
Kurdistan is trying to
ensure its economic

emancipation, contain the IS’s
attacks on Nineveh and Kirkuk,
and politically organise itself with
its future independence in view.

On 3 July, President Masud
Barzani asked Parliament to
draft a Bill and form an indepen-
dent Electoral Commission pre-
liminary to holding a referen-

dum whereby the population of
Iraqi Kurdistan could express
itself on the issue of indepen-
dence. He also asked the
Members of Parliament to select
a date for the poll. The Kurdish
president had earlier sum-
marised to the members of
Parliament the rush of events
that had followed the capture of
Mosul by the IS. This included
his varied exchanges with
Baghdad before this, repeating
what he had already told the for-
eign press, namely that the KRG

had warned Nuri Maliki, some
months before the fall of Mosul,
of the danger to Iraq of the
behaviour of the Islamic State.
The Iraqi Prime Minister had
assured him that he had every-
thing under control and advis-
ing him “to mind Kurdistan’s busi-
ness”. He also recalled all his
government’s grievances with
Baghdad, particularly the freez-
ing of the wages of Kurdish
Civil Servants.
On the subject of a possible inde-
pendence, Masud Barzani

C
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affirmed that Kurdistan enjoyed
some international support and
that “those who do not support us
are not opposed to us”. He also
affirmed that the territories cov-
ered by article 140 of the Iraqi
Constitution, in particular
Kirkuk, which were now
defended by the Peshmergas
alone, following the flight of the
Iraqi Army, would remain in the
Kurdish Region.

On 9 July, Masud Barzani met
the foreign consuls and repre-
sentatives of international NGOs
at his official residence of
Salahaddin, to talk about the lat-
est developments in the political
and security situation in
Kurdistan and Iraq. He warned
that the foreign powers should
not remain inactive in the face of
the Islamic State and the threat it
represented “for the Middle East
and the region as a whole”, advis-
ing that international coopera-
tion should be set up.

The Kurdish President recalled
Nuri Maliki’s “dangerous policy of
division” and said that maintain-
ing him in office could lead to
“the country’s complete destruc-
tion”. He repeated that the
Peshmergas and other Kurdish
security forces deployed in the
regions of Nineveh, Kirkuk and
Diyala were protecting the pop-
ulations from the terrorist
groups and would not with-
draw. However, the populations
living there would decide on
their future by referendum, as
provided for in Article 140 of the
Iraqi Constitution.

Finally, on 11 July Massud
Barzani addressed the Iraqi peo-
ple as a whole in an open letter
in which, making the same
remarks he recalled the whole
series of conflicts between the
Kurds and the Central
Government, which had led the
firmer to wish to vote for their
self determination. He also

called for a “new Iraq” with a
“new administration” and a “new
vision” to govern the country in
the future.

A few days earlier, while Masud
Barzani was asking the members
of Parliament to draft a Bill on a
referendum, his Chief of Staff,
Fuad Hussein, was in the United
States with Falah Moustafa
Bakir, the Kurdish Foreign
Minister, to explain and defend
the Kurdish position. Fuad
Hussein explained at a Press
conference that a confederation
of a pacified and democratic Iraq
was conceivable. Such a confed-
eration required that the mem-
ber-states be independent and
sovereign — thus presenting the
referendum for independence as
a first step towards a “new Iraq”.
The question remains whether
the Presidency itself believes in a
positive Iraqi development in
the near future… 

Interviewed for Al-Monitor by
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi, an Iraqi
specialist in political issues and
Human Rights, Masud Barzani
confirms his refusal to take part
in a third “Maliki cabinet”
should the latter manage to hold
onto his post: “The problem with
Maliki is not personal but rather
nut rather conceptual and linked to
what is at the heart of the philoso-
phy and culture of the public
administration that is in responsible
for Iraqi interests”.

Asked about the referendum
promised to the Kurds, Masud
Barzani recalled that the fall of
Mosul and the Sunni Arab
regions has created a new situa-
tion for Kurdistan, that is now
physically separated from the
rest of Iraq by the IS, with which
it shares an over one thousand
kilometre border. On the subject
of the eventuality of military
cooperation between the
Kurdish Army and the United
States, Iraq or any other regional

forces to drive out the IS, Masud
Barzani replied that the problem
as “above all a political one” and
that a political resolution to the
Iraqi crisis depended on the mil-
itary success of actions against
the IS and, in particular the con-
flict between the Iraqi Arab
Shiites and Sunnis. “Serious
thought must be given to peacefully
resolving the issue of the legitimate
rights of the Sunni Arabs in that
region and thus to isolating the ter-
rorists from those who demand their
legitimate rights. It is only then that
the Sunni Arabs will be able to
drive the terrorists out of their
region, and we will certainly help
them do it”. 

The Kurdish president confirms
that another referendum will be
proposed to the inhabitants of
the incorporated regions to ask
their wishes, as provided for in
Article 140 and this enable them
to “choose their identity”.

On 24 July the Kurdish
Parliament in Erbil passed a Bill
to form an independent Electoral
Commission. This Commission
will be authorised to hold elec-
tions, referenda and to set dates
for the poll, without having to
refer back to Baghdad and the
Iraqi High Electoral Commission.

As another step towards emanci-
pation, the bill refers to
“Kurdistan” and no longer to the
Kurdistan Region, which is the
name given to the Federal region
in the Iraqi Constitution. This
new law will apply equally to the
three provinces of Duhok, Erbil
and Suleimaniah as to Kirkuk and
the other Kurdish territories cov-
ered by Article 140.

The law calls on the KRG to cre-
ate this commission within 90
days of the vote passing it. The
commission shall be formed of 9
representatives of different polit-
ical parties of Kurdistan plus 2
reserved seats for minorities. 
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Reactions to this news varied
from strong opposition (Iran and
Baghdad) to restrained disap-
proval without any real threats
(USA) and openly displayed
neutrality from Turkey, “neither
for nor against, quite the opposite”.
This, effectively, is expressed by
increasing imports by Kurdistan
from Turkey as its links with
Baghdad became looser. As from
June the Kurdistan Ministry of
Finance had announced that this
time the revenues from Kurdish
oil sales would not be sent to
Baghdad but go direct to Erbil.
The Assistant Minister, Rashid
Tahir, thus explained to the
Basnews Agency that the money
would be transferred to Europe,
to an account opened with the
Turkish Halk Bank, from which
it would be sent to the Kurdistan
Central Bank. Since the central
government had been refusing
to pay the Kurdish Civil
Servants since January 2014,
“there was no reason to send them
any part of these revenues”.

Foreseeing this eventuality,
Kurdistan had passed a law in
2013 declaring that if the conflict
between Erbil and Baghdad last-
ed more than 90 days the Kurdish
government would be free to use
any means available to obtain the
financing to which it was entitled.
This is confirmed by Dilshad
Sahban speaking to the same
news Agency on behalf of the
Parliamentary Commission on
Natural Resources: “If Baghdad
does not sent the 17% of its budget
due to the Kurdistan Region it will
not receive a penny from us — only
the 5% compensation sent to
Kuwait” (Iraq owes damages to
Kuwait for harm caused by its
1991 invasion, paid for by a per-
centage of its oil revenues).

According to Sadiq Aytekin,
assistant councillor to the
Ministry of Energy, 1,480,000
barrels of Kurdish oil have been
exported to world markets from

Ceyhan Port at the price of
$110/barrel. Thus nearly 93 mil-
lion US$ have been deposited at
the Halk Bank. Some of this
money will be used to finally
pay the Civil Servants, who may
well be paid in dollars directly.

The setting up of this bank account
was made official during the visit
to Turkey of Deputy Prime
Minister, Qubad Talabani, accom-
panied by the Minister of Natural
Resources, Ashti Hawrami, and
the Finance Minister, Rebaz
Mohammad. According to the
KRG spokesman, these three
senior Officials are the only ones
having the signature rights to
draw 0n this account.

The Kurdish Government hopes,
with this revenue, to ease or end
the “wages crisis” caused by
Baghdad’s failure to pay. The
Finance Ministry’s budget has,
so far, only been able to cover
10% of the salaries of the one
and a quarter million civil
Servants, some of whom are said
to be “ghost employees” accord-
ing to some internal enquiries.

The collapse of Mosul and the
general chaos in Iraq have not
prevented Kurdish exports from
taking place as planned and on
17 June another oil tanker left
Ceyhan loaded with oil from the
Region (the first had left on
May2).

On 7 July, Ashti Hawrami, the
Kurdish Minister of Natural
Resources gave an account to
Parliament of the crisis caused
by the battle between the Iraqi
Army and the IS, which has
deprived Kurdistan of access to
the Baiji Refinery and cause a
general shortage of fuel through-
out the country. Ashti Hawrami
recalled that, prior to these
events, the Kurdistan Region
consumed 7.5 million litres of
fuel per day. Today, following
restrictions its consumption has

been limited to 6 million a day.
Two hundred thousand fuel con-
cessions have been delivered.
The government is planning to
build a refinery at Duhok and
one at Garmiyan and the
Minister stated that these two
refineries would broadly resolve
the crisis, but that they would
only be operational in two years
time.

On the other hand, two large oil
fields in Kirkuk have come
under the control of the
Peshmergas, who drove out the
Islamic State on 13 July. These
two oil fields have a production
capacity of 300,000 barrels a day.

Kurdistan hopes to increase its
exports to 250,000 barrels a day
in the next few months and even
to 500,000 by the end of the year
with the Kirkuk oil swelling its
exports. In 2015, the Kurdish
government hopes to link the
Kirkuk fields to the Khurmala
and Makhmur pipelines, so as to
export it to Turkey via the
Kurdistan pipeline.

While trade with Turkey has
increased, that with Iraq has col-
lapsed. The President of the
Erbil Chamber of Trade esti-
mates that 90% of this trade had
ended owing to the presence of
the Islamic State in Central Iraq. 

Regarding trade with Iran, the
figures for trade and tourism
have dropped by 80% since the
beginning of July. On 23 July,
Ahmed Ali Kalari, of the
Suleimaniah Chamber of Trade
and Industry, pointed out in a
Press Conference, that at present
180 lorries a day are entering
Kurdistan via the Parwezkhan
border crossing as against 900 a
day had previously brought
goods from Iran to Kurdistan.
Iran has closed its borders to
Iraqi and Kurdish tanker trucks
and only allows Iranian ones to
cross the border.



hile Iraq is  de facto
amputated of its
Sunni Arab territo-
ries,  conquered by
the Islamic State,

Baghdad is having difficulty in
forming a new government
resulting from the last general
elections. The mew M.P.s have
to elect a President who, in
turn, has to appoint a Prime

Minister. However this first
step was to elect a President in
a national Assembly that had
difficulty in reaching a quo-
rum. The retiring Speaker of
the House, Osama Al-Nudjaïfi,
fairly quickly withdrew his
candidacy.

On 12 June, two days after the
fall of Mosul, only 128 of the

328 MPs has been able to reach
Parliament so the session could
not take place.

On 1 July, in a fresh attempt the
session also turned short when
some Kurdish MPs and mem-
bers of the State of Laws Party
(Nuri Maliki’s list) quarrelled
violently, causing the Kurdish
MPs to leave, followed by some
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However, while the KRG has
just renewed a contract for elec-
tric supply with Turkey, another
contract is being negotiated with
Iran, which indicates that “anti-
independence” measures by
Teheran against Erbil may not
take place. Iraqi Kurdistan has
always tried, ever since 1992, to
keep a certain balance in its rela-
tions with Turkey and Iran. The
continuance and even increase in
its trade with its Eastern neigh-
bour would enable it to avoid
being entirely dependent on
Turkey while easing Iran’s fears.

On 27 July an oil tanker carrying
a Kurdish cargo reached the port
of Galveston, in Texas. A million
barrels of crude had been sold
for about 100 million dollars.
However, on 28 July the cargo
was seized on the orders of a
Galveston judge following a
complaint from the Iraqi Oil
Ministry to the Huston Federal

Court. The judge, Nancy
Johnson, did not take a decision
on the case itself, but ordered the
Galveston Marshal to confiscate
the crude and keep it in store on
land pending resolution of the
legal issue.

Reacting immediately, on 29 July
the Kurdish Oil Minister pub-
lished on his site the letter that
the Kurdish Government’s
lawyers had sent to Judge Nancy
Miller, firstly criticising the fact
that they had not been informed
of either the complaint or the
Judge’s decision. He also dis-
putes the facts as presented by
the Federal government as well
as the jurisdictional competence
of the Texan Court (the cargo
was not in US territorial area but
on board). After explaining the
legal and constitutional dispute
with Iraq as well as the illegal
embargo to which they are sub-
jected by the Federal govern-

ment, the KRG’s lawyers
attached to the letter documents
supporting their defence, such as
a complete English translation of
the 2005 Iraqi Constitution and
of the Kurdistan Region’s Law
on Oil an Gas.

He also attached copies of letters
to the Iraqi Oil Minister from the
Minister of Natural Resources,
the opinions of international
experts such as professor James
Crawford on the jurisdictional
powers of the Kurdish authori-
ties over their hydrocarbons as
well as other documents estab-
lishing the Federal
Government’s stoppage of pay-
ments to the Region. The
Minister of natural Resources
concluded by denying the com-
petence of the US authorities in
deciding on internal Iraqi-
Kurdish disputes and indicated
the possibility, on his part, of fil-
ing a complaint against Iraq.

The full letter is published on the Kurdish Ministry’s site:
http://mnr.krg.org/images/pdfs/29_July_2014_Letter_from_KRG_to_Judge_Miller.pdf

On the battlefront, the
Peshmergas are still containing
the IS both at Jalawla and
Nineveh, with losses that must
now be rising. Since the begin-
ning of June they have lost 90
killed, 200 wounded and some
prisoners. The day of 26 June was
the heaviest, when the
Peshmergas temporarily took
control of two positions at Jalawla
but been obliged to withdraw

through lack of ammunition,
reporting 13 killed, 40wounded
as against 38 IS fighters killed.

The former Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani, who is also the sym-
bolic leader of the PUK. has at
last returned to Kurdistan. He
was welcomed back by the
Kurdish political class as a
whole. Welcomed with full offi-
cial honours by the Kurdish

Presidency, Jalal Talabani was
visited by a number of Kurdish
political public figures, from the
top leadership of the PUK to
Leyla Zana, who was visiting the
KRG, as well as a number of
Shiite religious leaders and even
the more controversial figure in
Kurdistan of Nuri Maliki. As he
was persona non grata at Erbil, his
visit to his former President was
presented as a semi-private one.

W
IRAQ:

A KURD, FUAD MASSUM, IS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
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Sunni Arab MPs, so again there
was no quorum.

On 13 July the weather inter-
vened as, because of a dust
storm, 25 Kurdish MPs who
were due to fly from Erbil to
Baghdad, had their flight can-
celled because of the storm.
Although a quorum was possi-
ble without them, their absence a
meeting more uncertain and
subject to clashes between
Sunnis and Shiites.

The meeting was postponed to 15
July. However on the 15 the
Sunni block announced that they
had agreed on a candidate for the
Speaker of Parliament, Salim Al-
Juburi, from the Iraqi Islamist
Party, who had been elected on
the list “Diyala is our Identity”,
which had then jointed a broad
Sunni Arab coalition, led by his
predecessor as Speaker, , Osama
Al-Nudjayfi, brother of the
Governor of Mosul. He is consid-
ered a “moderate Islamist” and
won 194 of the 272 votes. The two
Deputy Speakers, are the Shiite,
Haydar al-Abadi (State of Law)
and the Kurd Aram Al-Sheikh
Mohammed (Goran).

The second stage was to elect the
new Iraqi President, a post that
the Kurds (and especially the
PUK members) feel is theirs by
right. Thus the political negotia-
tions between Erbil and
Suleimaniah were closely fol-
lowed by Iraqis as a whole.

Several names had been men-
tioned in the Arabic and Kurdish
press throughout the month of
July. One of the favourites was
Barham Salih, a former Prime
Minister of the KRG who had
also acted as Iraqi Deputy Prime
Minister between 2004 and 2005.
However, his differences with
the “Talabani clan” apparently
closed the door to Baghdad for
him The PUK had proposed
Fuad Massum, a Party veteran

and close to Jalal Talabani. To
these two potential candidates
was added a third, the very pop-
ular Governor of Kirkuk,
Najimaldin Karim, a PUK mem-
ber elected from his province,
who decided to stand for the
Presidency against the wishes of
is party’s leadership. In the end
he withdrew his candidacy and
the MPs of the Kurdish block in
Baghdad had to choose between
Fuad Massum and Barham
Salih. The former won the major-
ity (30 against 23) while the MPs
voted in private session in a
Baghdad hotel.

On 24 July Fuad Massum was
this elected President of Iraq by
the Baghdad parliament with
175 votes of the 225 present.

He is 76 years of age, and one of
the founders of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan. Having
received his secondary school
education in a Kurdish religious
school, in 1958 he went to study
at Al Azhar, Cairo’s prestigious
Islamic University. He secured a
doctorate in Islamic science but
fairly soon joined the Iraqi
Communist Party before joining
the Kurdistan Democratic Party
led by Mustafa Barzani.

On returning to Iraq he taught
for a while at Basra University,
then joined the Kurdish resis-
tance in 1967, where he took part
in military actions, From 1973 to
1975 he represented Barzani in
Cairo before following Jalal
Talabani and founding the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
with him.

In 1992 he was chosen to e the
Prime Minister of Kurdistan
before the temporary split
between the KDP and the PUK.
However, his longstanding links
with the KDP enabled him to
play a moderating role in the
struggle between the two parties
in 1994 to 1997.

Fuad Massum is considered a
politically moderate man by
both the Sunni and Shiite Arabs.
However the task that falls on
him, that of appointing a Prime
Minister is an arduous one
because of the sharp opposition
to Nuri Maliki’s determination
to remain Prime Minister despite
the categorical rejection of the
Kurds and Sunni Arabs to this as
well as from a substantial num-
ber of Shiite religious and politi-
cal figures and the disaffection
of his main international sup-
ports.

Indeed, Nuri Maliki has unceas-
ingly affirmed his determination
to have a third term of office,
even after the military disaster
from the IS and on 5 July, ten
days before Parliament’s election
of a new President he affirmed,
in a communiqué on the Iraqi
National channel that “he would
never renounce the post of Prime
Minister”, basing himself on his
list’s electoral victory. Indeed,
the candidate at the head of the
list that secured the highest vote
is, in principle, appointed to this
post although this is not a consti-
tutional obligation.

Nuri Maliki has rejected all the
accusations of incompetence and
of his responsibility for the dis-
integration of Iraq, describing
them as a “campaign targeting the
State of Law” coming from inter-
nal and external enemies.

The Iraqi Prime Minister has not
ceased, moreover, to strengthen
his narrow stranglehold over the
Iraqi State, additional to those he
already has over the security
and defence forces, since he has
been their commander since
2010. Whereas all, except this
partisans, hold him responsible
for the defeat by the IS, he
accused the Iraqi generals of
treason and has sacked a num-
ber of them. On 6 July he placed
the Commander in Chief of the



• 6 • Information and liaison bulletin n° 352   • July  2014

land Army, Ali Ghedan on early
retirement as well as the Chief of
Staff, Faruq Aeraji,  giving his
own son the post held by the lat-
ter.

Similarly, while the United
States and the United Nations
unceasingly urge Baghdad and
Erbil to agree about forming a
plural and united government,
Nuri Maliki accused the Kurdish
Region of being “the
Headquarters of the IS, the Baath
and Al-Qaida” and of sheltering
there all the organisations
behind the terrorist operations.

President Barzani retorted, in a
communiqué, by describing the
Prime Minister as “hysterical”
while the Kurdish Minister in
the Iraqi cabinet boycotted its
meetings in protest. Thus the
Iraqi Foreign Minister, Hoshyar
Zebari, a Kurd, described to
Reuters that the Kurdish mem-

bers of Parliament of the
Kurdish block were continuing
to sit in Parliament but that the
Kurdish officials of his Ministry,
the Ministry of Commerce , of
Migrations and of Health had
ceased all their official activities.

In reply, Nuri Maliki nominated,
temporarily, Hussein Al
Sharistani, to the Foreign
Ministry in place of Hoshyar
Zebari. Since Hussein Al
Sharistani is the most constant
and virulent adversary of the
Kurds on the Natural Resources
issue, it is obviously not a suit-
able appointment for preparing
the ground for a united govern-
ment as Washington wishes.

For the moment, it seems that no
ally, or any international body
can sway Nuri Maliki who, iso-
lated and criticised though he
be, holds out by concentrating
more and more powers in the

State apparatus. Can he still
count on Iranian support when
it seems that Teheran is also try-
ing to persuade the Prime minis-
ter to give up his candidacy.

According to confidential infor-
mation’s from two high-ranking
Iraqi political figures to
Associated Press off the record,
Teheran had tried to persuade
the Prime Minister to withdraw,
which the latter rejected.
According to them, General
Passim Soleimani, head of the
Al-Qods forces of the Revolution
Guards, who is organising Shiite
defence militia in what is left of
the Army and the para-military
militia. Recently had a meeting
with Nuri Maliki and tried to
urge him to retire. He received,
in return, the same arguments,
mechanically repeated since
May, namely that because of the
score of his parliamentary block,
his has “full right” to his post.

MOSUL:
A RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PURGE IN THE NAME OF JIHAD

n 4 July, the first day of
Ramadan, the self-pro-
claimed Caliph of
Mosul, Ali Al-Baghdadi,
made his first public

appearance, leading the prayers in
Mosul’s Al-Nuriyya mosque. There
he gave his first sermon, in which
he also laid out his political pro-
gramme, addressed to the whole of
the “Umma” — that is to say to the
whole Moslem community whose
allegiance he demands.

After a preamble covering the
religious character of Ramadan
and its religious practices, the
“caliph” recalled that this was
also the month when the Prophet
launched his armies “to fight God’s
enemies”; the month in which he
had “led a Jihad against the polythe-
ists!” He quoted some Qoranic
verses calling for the Jihad, inter
alia “Allah loves us to kill his ene-
mies and to wage a jihad in his

name”; “He enjoins us to fight that
which is hateful”; “Fight them until
there is no more fitnah (sedition) and
the religion of all is that of Allah”.
He also quoted verses recom-
mending the application of the
Sharia and of the punishments
(hudud) for breaches of the law.

Alluding to his military success-
es that e considered a sign that
Allah “gives victories and con-
quests” to his mujahadeen, “firm
before the enemies of Allah”, that
he was made “powerful in the
country up to the proclamation of
the Caliph and the choice of an
imam”. The fight against the
“enemies of Allah” is described as
“waajib”, the highest obligation
regarding the religious duties of
believers and “concerns the whole
earth”.

There followed his remarks at a
more personal level. Ali al-

Baghdadi describes himself as
an elect of God. Then, on a more
modest scale: “I have been tested
by Allah in my election as Caliph. It
is a heavy burden. I am no better
then you. Advise me when I wee,
follow me if I succeed. And help me
against idolatry (tawagheet)”. 

There followed a series of
Qoranic quotations promising
victory to his worshipers and
exalting the Jihad.

The sermon was filmed by the
“caliph’s” believers and very
rapidly broadcast on Internet —
at first on pro-IS networks then
spread like a virus, both on press
sites and on private networks.
The reactions were radically dif-
ferent depending on whether
they came from Jihad supporters
or the rest of the Web; the for-
mer praising his mastery of the
Arabic language and al-

O
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Baghdadi’s fine chanting voice
while others rather mocking and
pointing to some details like the
very expensive watch the
“caliph” wore which earned him
the nickname all month long of
“caliph bling” or “caliph Rolex”.

On a practical level, while the
Sunni Arab populations felt, for
a while, relived at the departure
off the Iraqi Army, which they
accused of behaving like an
army of occupation, the religious
minorities immediately felt the
effect of the Islamic State’s reli-
gious programme. Contrary to
what has very often been said in
the international press, the
Christians were not the Jihadists’
first target — religious groups
not included amongst the “peo-
ple of the Book”, like the Yezidis
and Shabaks, stigmatised as
polytheists and apostates, were
sooner and more radically tar-
geted by the Jihad’s “cleansing”
and were offered no other choice
but conversion or death. Shiites
(many of the Turcomen in the
region conquered by the IS are
Shiites) are also seen as a major
enemy, a source of “fitna” (sedi-
tion) or as heretics and, as from
June, have had to face threats,
kidnappings, tortures and assas-
sinations. Thus 83 Shabaks have
been kidnapped and 7 or them
have been found assassinated
(source Human Rights Watch).

As for the Christians, their rela-
tive respite was short lived. On
19 July the Islamic State began to
apply their interpretation of the
Sharia regarding dhimmi (Jews
and Christians), making them

submit to Islam by either paying
a poll tax (jiziya) of $200 to 250
per month, converting or leaving
the “Dar al-Islam” (Moslem ter-
ritories where the laws of war
are not imposed).

As an even more sinister sign,
the houses of Christians in
Mosul have had their doors
marked with the Arabic letter
Nun. This N stands for
“Nasrani”, or “Nazarenes” in
Arabic— an ancient Jewish term
of abuse to describe the early
Judeo-Christian communities,
which has passed into the Arabic
language.

The effect of the first measures
was very rapid. In the space of
two days, between 14 and 17
July, thousands of Christians
fled on the roads leading to
Kurdistan, to swell the flood of
other refugees. There are now
about twenty Christians left in
Mosul, some having accepted to
pay the infamous poll tax, others
having, perhaps, converted
under duress. As they left, how-
ever, the refugees were stripped
by the Jihadist militia of all they
had been able to carry with
them, on the pretext that those
goods “belonged to Islam”. Thus it
was on foot, under a scorching
sun, that thousands of exhausted
families reached Kurdistan.

The Shabaks and the Shiite
Turcomen also had their houses
marked by distinctive signs and
their fate is even more threat-
ened. Hundreds of them have
fled, following summary execu-
tions preceded by kidnappings

in several villages. The Yezidis
are similarly threatened and
ordered to convert to Islam.

The Islamic State was also very
active this month in its pro-
gramme of destruction of monu-
ments “offensive” to Islam. Not
only were Christian monasteries
and patriarchal building seized,
and tombs and statues were van-
dalised, but also places venerat-
ed by Moslems were attacked.
This is their strict interpretation
of Sharia rulings banning tombs
of Sufis or prophets and their
associated cults. The Islamic
State also destroyed by blowing
up the most symbolic tombs of
the three monotheistic religions
in Mesopotamia, those of Jonas
and Seth as well as the mau-
soleums of Sufi Sheikhs. As for
the Shiites, even their mosques
were destroyed as well as the
mausoleums.
All women, whatever their faith,
are obliged to go out completely
veiled, and all clothing, whether
for men or women, considered
“illicit” such as jeans or other
westernised dress is banned.
Shopkeepers selling cigarettes or
narguillahs are being gradually
told to close their shops and the
Islamic State is gradually setting
up a society similar to that of the
Talibans in Afghanistan.

In the military field, the IS is
mainly confronted by the Iraqi
Army at Tikrit and Jalawla as
well as the Kurdish Peshmergas
in this zone. Sporadic fighting
has also take place in Nineveh
Province between the
Peshmergas and the Jihadists.

SYRIA:
THE PYD CALLS FOR GENERAL MOBILISATION

he successes of the
Islamic State have not
turned it away from
the Syrian front and
intense attacks are

continuing on Deir ez-Zour,

where the IS is trying to estab-
lish its power in as complete a
manner as in the Nineveh and
Tikrit regions. Here, however, it
clashes with other Jihadist
movements, using tactics that

alternate between suicide attacks
and calls for defections and ral-
lying behind its banner, display-
ing a reassuring pro-Sunni dis-
course, promising pardon to
fighters who lay down their

T
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arms and swear allegiance to the
“caliph”.

While the numerical strength of
the IS is limited, its cohesion is
an advantage compared with the
confusion and disorganisation
that often reigns amongst the
militia f the FSA and other
Jihadists. The prestige it has
gained by its devastating success
I Iraq is not unconnected with
the retreat of Jabhat al Nusra in
the military field and in terms of
popularity and worldwide
Jihadist prestige.

Despite local resistance, it seems
that the IS is managing to con-
solidate itself between Raqqa
and Deir ez-Zour, which in addi-
tion to the Syrian oil fields
(added to those of Mosul) allows
it to control its new State with
out a break right up to Anbar
(the Sunni Arab province of Iraq.

From this point of view, Kobani,
which has suffered constant
attacks throughout the month of
July, is of secondary importance
compared with central Syria, but
capturing of this “Kurdish pock-
et” that cuts across its own terri-
tories between Ras al-’Ayn and
Jezirah would enable it to con-
nect with its Northern (Turkish)
border and so push further
towards the FSA positions
round Aleppo. However, con-
trary to the “Syrian Arab” front
of Deir ez-Zour and Raqqa, the
IS cannot hope to win this
through defections by the YPG
suddenly rallying to the Jihad.

As from 5 July, the government
of the “Kobani canton” has
called for a general mobilisation,
since the canton’s villages are
subjected to sustained shelling.
Thus for the first three days of
July the village of Zor Mexar (35
km from Kobanî) was subjected
to 300 mortar shells. The YPG
communiqués regularly publish
figures mentioning “heavy losses”

in the IS ranks (even though mil-
itary communiqués must be read
with a certain caution). What
does seem to emerge from them
is that some villages are con-
stantly being lost and won back
by both sides.

More recently an IS offensive took
place against Hassake, according
to the YPG and the presence of
the Syrian Army in the town is
unclear. Some local information
sources mention both coordina-
tion between the YPG and the
Syrian Army against the IS and
the withdrawal of the Syrian
troops from Hassake, perhaps to
concentrate for a future offensive
on Aleppo, which is thought to be
impending.

The “general mobilisation” call-
ing on the Kurdish youth to join
the YPG coincided with the
announcement by the PYD of the
demobilisation of its minor
fighters, following its commit-
ment to the Geneva Appeal,
which opposes, inter alia, the use
of “child soldiers”, of anti-per-
sonnel mines and sexual vio-
lence. The PYD and the YPG had
solemnly committed themselves
to ban such practices (in fact
only this first point concerns
them) and had announced the
withdrawal of young boys and
girls under the age of 18 from
their fighting units. The age of
minor fights in the YPG is said
to be from 14/15 to 16/17 —
they are only “children” in the
sense that they are minor). The
demobilised youth would be
sent to “schools” which in fact
are probably PYD military and
political academies where they
will receive a military and ideo-
logical education.

Elisabeth Decrey, head of the
Geneva Appeal NGO speaks about
149 YPG youth concerned by this
measure, but it is hard to estimate
the real number of minors fighting
in the YPG’s ranks. All the reports

and photos of YPD forces show
adolescents of both sexes carrying
arms. However, before the signing
of this 

Appeal, this was part of the
communications tactics of the
PYD, to show the support of the
“Kurdish youth” ( and especially
its young women against the
Jihadists. However a media
over-representation is not a reli-
able statistic . . 

Whether this was a coincidence
or a consequence, after demobil-
ising its minors the PYD
announced its intention of
imposing on the canton of
Jezireh (Hassake) compulsory
military service, regardless of
their political sympathies or
opposition to this arty.

According to this draft law on
conscription, families living in
the zones of “democratic self-
administration” must provide at
least one of its male members
aged 18 to 30 for this self-six-
month self-defence service
(either continuous or with inter-
ruptions during the year), at the
end of which the conscript could
“decide” if he is ready to serve
in the front line.

Handicapped or ill men would
be exempted as well as families
one of whose members has
already joined the YPG (Armed
forces) or the Asayish (police) of
the Movement for the Liberation
of Kurdistan, the Popular
Protection Units or the Young
Women’s protection Units. The
law also provides for sanctions
in the event of refusal.

The Kurdish National Council
(KNC) (which includes all the
Syrian Kurdish parties opposed
to the PKK) immediately
protested and rejected this com-
pulsory conscription. It also
recalled the tenor of the Erbil
agreements, signed in July 2012



n the Turco-Iranian
borders of Iraqi
Kurdistan, a major
archaeological site has
been discovered, bring-

ing to light the remains of a tem-
ple, statues and the bases of
columns that date back to at
least the Iron Age, that is the
third millennium before our era.
It is possible that this is the
ancient city of Musasir, which
was the capital of a principality

of the 1st millennium before our
era. The location of this city,
mentioned in Assyrian and
Urartian texts, has been lost but
they suggest it was somewhere
in the region of Rawanduz.

The first archaeological surveys
(without digging) were carried
out by a Kurdish doctoral stu-
dent from Leyden University,
after some villagers had acciden-
tally found some artefacts,

including the base of a pillar and
a small bronze statue represent-
ing a goat. Dilshad Marf Zamua
then started to work on the area
in 2005.

The site has a long human histo-
ry of human occupation since
some inscriptions in cuneiform
on the base of a pillar indentify a
temple dedicated to the God
Haldi, a god worshipped in the
city of Musasir or Ardini. The

and renegotiated in December
2012, that stipulates that the
KNC and the Western Kurdistan
Parliament (a PYD associate)
should unite their administra-
tive and armed forces for joint
defence and administration of
the Kurdish regions of Syria.

Speaking to Aras News, Mustafa
Misto, one of the members of the
KNC, while not himself opposed
to the principle of “a duty of
national defence” recalled that the
authority of the PYD was “ille-
gitimate” and that consequently
all the laws it promulgated were
as well.

`The PYD has received its power in
Northwest Syria from the hands of
the Syrian regime and uses arms to
establish itself. Treating the other
Kurdish parties in a totalitarian
manner.… The PYD refuses to
include the others in political life so
as to hold onto the entire benefit of
the present situation”.

According to Mustafa Misto, this
recruitment aims at serving “the
PYD’s agenda, that has nothing to
do with the Kurdish problem in
Syria”.

Hitherto, the Kurdish fighting
movements have always been
composed of volunteers, since
they were the expression of a
political commitment — and this

in all parts of Kurdistan. Even
Iraqi Kurdistan, the closest to
being a conventional State, does
not resort to compulsory mili-
tary service — its Peshmergas
are a professional army. How
will such recruitment be per-
ceived by the cantons of Rojava?
A report by Vladimir Van
Wilgenbourg, for Middle East
Eye, shows fairly half-hearted
reactions. Some people refuse to
be incorporated into what they
consider to be a political militia:

“I will not join any of the forces
that exist at the moment, either the
YPG, or the FSA or Dash (the IS)
or Assad or Jabhat al Nusra. I will
not join YPG they will not let you
fight freely — you have to fight for
the YPG or Abdullah Ocalan”.
(Alan Qamishlo, 26 years old,
employed in a Qamishlo bak-
ery).

Rodi Hesen, a journalist with
Wishe, considers “it is fairer that
everyone take part in the protection
and defence of the country” instead
of it falling on a single faction,
but he fears that this only carries
the KNC’s argument s in its crit-
icism of the PYD. Another “per-
verse” effect, in his opinion,
would be that such a law would
allow many young Syrian Kurds
to ask for asylum in Europe to
escape compulsory recruitment
(like many who refused to be

called up to serve under the
Syrian flag).

The PYD is not bothered by
these criticisms from the KNC,
but can such an arrangement
really be effectively applied in
terms of defence? Will the YPG
and the Asayish have to devote
part of their energy to supervise
and discipline recruits who are
possibly disinclined to obey
them? There is also the danger
of arousing or increasing discon-
tent in the population just for an
insignificant increase in man-
power.

However things go, this compul-
sory service has not yet taken
place and the Pokka’s call to the
youth of Turkish Kurdistan to
rally round the PYD to defend
Kabana seems to have more suc-
cess. Since the relaunching of the
peace process between Turkey
and the PKK was announced at
the beginning of summer, and
the withdrawal of the guerrillas
about to begin again, will there
be a redeployment of PKK per-
sonnel in the Rojava cantons?

The Turko-Syrian border, appar-
ently very permeable for recruits
to the IS and other Jihadists, as
the co-President of the PYD
keeps pointing out, will be quite
different for Kurds coming to
swell the ranks of the YPG.
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temple was pillaged by the
Assyrians in 714 BC in the reign
of King Rusa I of Urartu, who on
learning the news “threw himself
on the ground and tore his gar-
ments and his arms lost all their
strength. He tore off his head band
and threw himself face down to the
ground” according to a chronicle.

The location of this temple has
long been unknown and Dilshad
Marf Zamua thinks he may have
solved the mystery.

A bas-relief dug up in Khorsabad
in the 19th Century shows the city
of Musasir: the building on the
slope of a hill with three open
windows on each floor and a
door on the ground floor. This
corresponds with the traditional
architecture of the region, where

the upper floors were living quar-
ters and the ground floor used for
storage or acting as cattle sheds or
stables.
Some large statues have since
been found (2.3 metres high) in
limestone, basalt or sandstone,
some of which are partly broken.
They show bearded men, some
holding a goblet in the right hand,
the left hand resting on the stom-
ach. One of these holds a dagger,
another an axe. They may have
been part of a funerary complex
and may date to the 6th or 7th

Century BC, at a time when the
Assyrian Empire was retreating
under pressure of Scythian or
Cimmerian advance.

A bronze statuette, 8.4 cm high
and 8.3 c, long represents a wild
goat and the research workers are

trying to decipher the cuneiform
inscription on it.

The site covering three borders is
not a safe one for digs because of
the anti-personnel mines there,
which still cause victims among
the local shepherds. The Iranian
Army still engages in artillery
shelling because of the presence
of guerrillas on the border and
the Turkish Air Force has often
bombed the region in the past.

The extend of his discoveries
have recently been presented by
Dilshad Marf Zamua at an
International Archaeological
Congress on the ancient Near
East as Bale, in Switzerland.
Dilshad Marf Zamua also lectures
at Erbil’s Salahaddin University.
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Enproclamant
son califat, l'a Etat
islamique )) tente
uncoupdepoker
Abou BakrAl-Baghdadq le nouveau < calife
Ibrahim >, espère susciterles ralliements

T 'Etat islamique en lrak et au

I LevSnt (EIIL) promettait
I-l depuis plusieurs jours une
t grande nouvelle r. Savamment
orchestrée par un plande commu-
nication dont le mouvement djiha-
diste s'est fait la spécialité, l'annon-
ce est tombée, dimanche z9 juin,
au premier jour du ramadan, le
mois sacré des musulmans.

Renommé Etat islamique (EI); le
mouvement dfihadiste a décrété
l'instauration d'un califat sur les
territoires qu'il contrôle d'Alep,
dans le nord de la Syrie, à la provin-
ce de Diyala, dans l'est de l'Irak,
sous l'autorité de son chef, Abou
BakrAl-Baghdadi, proclamé < caÌi-
fe Ibrahim >.

Pour illustrer ses ambitions
transnationales, l'EI avait diffusé
quelques heures plus tôt la vidéo,
symbolique, de la destruction par
ses bulldozers d'un poste-frontiè-
re entre l'Irak et la Syrie.

Le < grand soir ))

de l'Etat islamique
La prise du poste-frontière d'AI-

Qaim, côté irakien, le zl iuin, a mar-
qué pour I'EIIL une nouvelle étape
vers ìa restauration du califat, abo-
li par le dirigeant turc Mustafa
Kemal en 1924. Dans le numéro de
sa revue en anglais;.Islamic Report,
paru Ie même iour, titré t Abattre
Iesfrontières des impies r,les diiha-
distes céléb¡aient déjà l'abolition
des froñtières coloniales tracées
parles accords Sykes-Picot en r9t6
lors dr¡ démantèlement de l'Empi-
re ottoman. La conquête de la ville
jumelle de Boukamal, côté syrien,
Ie z5 juin, l'a décidé à sauter le pas.

. <t A son apogée en lrak, I'EIIL
veut mettre toutes les cartes sur
table, analyseThomas Pierret, spé-
cialiste de l'islam à l'université

.(clf[onôc
Mardi l" iuillet 2014

d'Edimbourg. Ia proclamation du
califat peut permettre de téer des
troubles íhternes dans les Etats
ennemís, avec des groupes passant
ò I'action avecl'idée que le "grand
soir" est arrivé.1 Pour autant, esti-
me-t-il, le califat n'était pas néces-
saire pour recruter des combat-
tants étrangeÍs, (car Ie concept
d'Etat islamique était sufrisam-
ment attrqüif pour eux ),.

AI-Baghdadi,
calife sectaire

L'avènement du < calife lbra-
him > ne lève pas le voile sur le
mystère qui entoure la personnali-
té d'Abou Bakr Al-Baghdadi, le
chefde l'EIIL, un Irakien né en r97r,
à Samarra, qui vit caché. Son patro-
nyme complet attesterait de sa
filiation à la tribu descendant du
prophète Mahomet, lui permet-
tant ainsi de prétendre à sa
succession dans l'exercice du pou-
voir politique en terre d'islam et
au titre d'imam de tous les
croyants. Il estime que les musul-
mans du monde entier lui doivent
allégeance, sous peine d'être décla-
rés apostats et condamnés à mort.

Al-Baghdadi apris pour modèle
le califat abbasside, basé à Bagdad
de 75o à t258, àge d'or de l'islam.
Mais, dans les faits, n on ne sait pas,
comment va s'organíser ce califat
et comment vont se faire les allé-
geances,,, souligne Romain
Caillet, spécialiste de l'islamisme à
l'Institut fr.ançais du Proche-
Orient, un centre de recherche.

Le nouveau <califel, qui s'est
taillé une réputation dé sanguinai-
re, dispose d'un impressionnant
arsenal militaire, d'une armée for-
te de plusieurs milliers d'hommes,
de centaines de millions d'euros de
butin de guerre et d'un territoire

asservi à sa vision rigoriste de l'is-
lam. < Son approche de la politique
va être plus exclusive et sectaire
qu'elle nè I'était déjà contre toute
personne qui ne se soumet pas à sa
volonté >, prédit Thomas Pierret,
prenant en exemple le pouvoir
sans partage qu'il exerce sur son
fiefde Rakka, en Syrie.

Un défi pourAl-Qaida
tL'exlstence légale de tous les

émirats, grçupes, Etats et organisa-
tions disparaît du Joit de I'expan-
siondu califat et de I'arrivée de ses
troupes sut leurs territoires ¡, a
annoncé, dimanche,.le porte-paro-
le de l'EI, Abou Mohammed
AI-Adnani. L'ambition de l'EI d'in-
carner le diihad mondial est un
défi à l'autorité d'Al-Qaida. Son
che{, Ayman Al-Zawahiri, avait
désavoué I'EIIL lors de son entrée
en force sur le terrain syrien, en
avril zor3. Les filiales d'Al-eaida et
les mouvements djihadistes
indépendants doivent désormais
décider s'ils soutiennent ou non
l'EL A ceux qui fomenteraient la
tdivisionn, Al-Adnani a promis
< une balle dans la tête >. En Syrie,
où les principaux groupes
rebelles, dont le Front Al-Nosra,
filiale officielle d'Al-Qaida en
Syrie, refusentla férule de I'EIIL, de
féroces combats ont lieu depuis
ianvier: ils auraient fait déià
6 ooo morts.

La nébuleuse d'Al-Qaida pour-
rait attendre un signe dlAyman
Al-Zawahiri avant de se pronon-
cer. L'EI pourra certainement :

compter sur Ïallégeance de grou,
pes dissidents, comme Ansar Beit
Al-Maqdis, actif dans le Sinaï
égyptien, et son pendant dans la
bande de Gaza. Le zíiuin,le cqdi
(juge)d'Al-Qaida au Maghreb isla-
mique (AQMI) pour la (zone cen-
traleD (Kabylie), a salué la démar-
che d'< unification r de I'EIIL,
concluant sonmessage par: (Ren-
dez-vous dans Ie califat, Inch'al-

lah. ¡r Enfin,les ralliements les plus
remarqués émanent de deux res-
ponsables d'Al-Qaida dans la
péninsule Arabique (AepA). ta
'filiale, implantée au yémen, nour-
rit Ie même dessein de renverserla
dynastie wahhabite, au pouvoir
en Arabie saoudite,

Unparirisqué
La déclaration unilatérale du

califat parl'EI a nouni de nombreu-
ses critiques chez les oulémas radi-
caux, qui contestent l'ambition du
< calife Ibrahim,r de s'imposer
comme imam de la communauté
d jihadiste du Maroc jusqu'à l'tndo-
nésie. rD'autres pourràient esti-

' mer que c'est aller un peu vi.te en
b e so gne qu e de proclamer Ie cal ifat
sur un proto-Efat >, ajoute Thomas
Pierret.

Cerdernier pointe aussi les ris-
ques de scission au sein de l'insur-
rection sunnite en Irak, rles
anciens baasistes qui se sont alllés

contre
ne pas

veaucalife. n 
nnou-

Faute d'allégeances notoires,
I'EI risque de mettre en péril les
gains, encore fragiles, accumulés
sur le terrain. < L'EI n'a, ò mon sens,
pas beaucoup de marge d'expan-
sion>, analyse Thomas pierret.
Conquérir Bagdad, à majorité
chiite, est une gageure, d'autant
Que la contre-offensive de l'armée
irakienne s'annonce sans merci.

a En Syrie, Ia crainte d'un retour
de I'EI à AIep est bien réelle, mais
rien ne dit que le mouvement ait le
soffie pour mener à bien cette
opération >, poursuit le chercheur.
Le transfert de missiles saisis en

rie, pourrait
l'expansion
s des pays
ordanie ou

I'Arabie saoudite, s'annonce aussi
périlleuse.r

HúrùN¡ SAtLoN
| .''
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Les djihadistes instaurent un califat
à cheval sur l'Irak et la Syrie

GEORGES MALBRUNOT

MOÏTN-OHENT Fini l'État islamique en
Irak et au Levant (EIIL). Place au califat
de l'État islarnique (EI), comme ses parti-
sans réclamãient qu'on I'appelle avant
même sa proclamation, dimanche, au
premier jour du mois de ramadan : un ca-
lifat qui s'étend de Ia province d'Alep,

MAURIN PICARD
NEW YORK

a repris l,offensive
de ltÉtat islamique

efforts sur la ville de
Tikrit. Les combats font rage dans I'an-
cierme cité de Saddam Hussein, mais les
stocks d'armes lourdes, de grenades, de
munltions sont au plus bas, a prévenu
Bagdad. L'aide Ídlitaire dméricaine n,ar-
rive qu'au compte-gouttes. 75 missiles
air-surface AGM-ll4 Hellfire viennent
d'être livrés en urgence, s'ajoutant aui
200 déjà acheminés depuis le début du
mois et arx300 arrivés depuis le débutde
I'a¡rnée. ó00 autres doivent suivíe en
jriillet, promet le vice-ami-
ral John Kirby, officier de
presse du Pentagone. Li-
waisons vitales, mais insuf -
fisantes: 75 Hellfire repré-
sentent trois jours de
combat autour de Tikrit,
selon des officiels irakiens.

Trois jours, c'est aussi la
promesse faite par les mili-
taires russes pour assembler
et rendre opérationaels les derw pre-
miers des douze chassews-bombardiers
Sukhoi 25 Frogfoot, rustiques mais fia-
bles, en cows de liwaison pour un mon-
tant de 500 millions de dollars. Dans Ia
bataille de la communication, Moscou a
remporté une victoire, ne manquant pas
de fustiger l'attentisme américain et ses
conséquences dramatiques. tæ parallèle
est déroutant ; da¡ls le cadre d'un contrat
de liwaison de 3ó chasseus-bombar-
diers Fló Falcon d'occasion, Washington
a regimbé, avant de finalement promet-
tre de liwer les deux premiers exemplai-
res... à I'automne prochain, <oussÍ víte
Ete possíble>>, iure le colonel Steve War-
ren, porte-pa-role du Pentagone.

Le premier ministre irakien, Nouri
al-Maliki, en a profité pour dénoncer la

L'aide militaire américaine
arrive au compte-gouttes

ddns le nord de la Syrie, jusqu'à celle de
Diyala, dans I'est de l'lrak, frontalière de
I'Iran.

<< Musulmans (... ) rejetez la démo cratie,
lalalcíté, le natíonalísme et les o;utres or-
dures de l'Occídent. Revenez Ò, votre relí-
gíon>>, a lancé son porte-parole, Abou
Mohammed al-Adnani, en annonçant la
naissance clu califat dans un enregistre-
ment vidéo, extiait de dix longues pages
ernplies de références aux cornpagnons

pusillanimité de Washington, <<Les lí-
vrcisons d'armes américaines sont terri-
blementlentes, déclarait-it le 26 juín à la
BBC. Nous aurions mieux faít tle nous
odresser aux Anglais, ottx Françoß et
c¡ux Russes. Ayec une couyerture aérien-
ne dígne de ce nom, rien de tout cela ne
seralt arríyé.>> La situatÍon ne pouvait
être plus désagréable pour Barack Oba-
ma, qui avait promls de ne pas renvoyer
les <boys>> en l¡ak, après huit ans
d'une guerre sanglante (2003-2011),
4500 morts et 32000 blessés graves.
Sommé d'aglr dans la plus absolue dis-
crétion, il continue de déployer sur le
terrain des équipes de conseillers issus
des forces spéciales. Sur les 300 promis,
180 seraient déjà sur place, Le Pentago-

ne a annoncé lundi soir que
200 à 300 soldats supplémenr
taires devraient être déployés
pour protéger l'ambassade
des États-Unis sur place, ainsi
que plusieurs hélicoptères et
drones. Ceux déployés au-
dessus de I'Irak assurent de
30 à 35 vols quotidiens, s'ef-
forçant de détecter les mou-
\iements djihadistes, mais

du Prophète et à ses récents accomplisse-
ments (tribunaux islamiques, impôts que
le,s mécréants doivent payer..,), AI-Ad-
nani prévient qu'il est du <<devoir>> de
tous les musulmans du monde de prêter
allégeanèe à son chef, Abou Bakr al-Ba-
ghdadi, élevé au rang de calife, c'est-à-
dire de successeur du prophète Mahomet
dans I'exercice du pouvoir polltique.

Cette proclamation entérine une situa-
tion de fait sur le terrain. Après avoir pris
Ie contrôle de Faloudja et de plusieurs
quartiers de Ramadi en janvler, I'EIIL
avait conquis à partlr du 10 juin Mossoul,
la deuxième ville d'lrak, de Iarges por-
tions de sa province, Ninive, ainsi que des
'secteurs de celles de Salah ad-Dine et
Diyala. De I'autre côté de la frontière avec
la Syrie, les djihadÍstes contrôlaient déjà
la ville de Raqqa, aÍnsi qu'une partie des
provinces de Deir ez-Zor et d'Alep.

En proclamant un califat, l'Etat isla-

mique montre qu'il est là pour durer,
L'armée irakienne, après la sévère dé-
route de la mi-juin, s'est lancée dans u¡re
reconquête de certains secteurs passés
sous le contrôle des djihadistes, notam-
ment la ville de Tikrit, tandis que la raffi-
nerie de Baiji reste entre les mains du
gouvernement, <Riør n'o changé, souli-
gne un ancien de I'armée de Saddam
Hussein, joint au téþhone à Mossoul. SÍ
cen'estles quotre ou cinq missiles quel'ar-
mée írakienne a tírés près de chez nous. >>

Il s'agit également de montrer à la po-
pulation des zones sunnites sous son
contrôle que la force dominante au sein
de la rébellion est l'État islamique, Et aux
autres groupes rebelles - anciens de l'ar-
mée de Saddam Hussein, baasistes, al-
Nosra enSyrie - qu'ilne sert à rien de lut-
ter contre I'EI, alors que cles combats
pow le pouvoir ont déjà commencé. L'EI
a pris les devants alors que le Parlement

se réunit ce maräi à Bagdad pour déclen-
cher le processus de formation d'un gou-
vernement, appelé à rassembler toutes
Ies composantes pour mieux contrer la
menace djihadiste. Bref, cornme d'habi-
tude, les djihadistes savent manier la
communication.

Menace pour le Moyen-Orient
Mais il n'y a pas que de la < com > derrière
cette initiative. Par leul. présence qui a
débordé au Liban, probablement en Jor-
danie ainsi qu'en A¡abie saoudÍte, les re-
présentants du califat constituent une
menace pour I'ensemble du Moyen-
Orient, D'ores et déjà, des appelS à atta-
quer les lieux saints d'AÍabie ont été lan-
cés. Une riposte au message de ramadan
du îoi saoudien Abdallah s'engageant à
écraser les terroristes qui menacent son
pays. En recevant le week- end derniei le
secrétaire d'État, John Kerry, Abdallah

180
conseillers
issus des forces

spéciales, sur les 300
pr , seraient

déjà sur place

aussi de fournir une couverture armée à
ces conseillers légèrement armés.

Quelque 300 conseillers, une poignéè
de Hellfire et de Fló peuvent-ils chan-
ger la donne, face aux forces centrifuges
qui se déchaînent, et alors que près de
2000 Irakiens ont encore été tués au
mois de juin ? < Lt Ailministration Obama
sembley aller àreculons, analyse Steve
Cook, du Council on Foreign Relations.
Sí elle croyait vraiment pouvoír changer le
cours iles choses, elle auraít envoyébien
plus de soldats, au rßque de se retrotwer
en lrak pour une présence ile Ûès longue
ilurée. Ilne tautpos seleurrer : cene sont
pas 300 conseíllers quívontpouvoir tout à
la fois coorilonner une contre-offenshte,
collecter durenseignement et remonter le
moral des forces irakíennes , >> I

2



Reaue de Presse-Press Reaiew-Berheuoka Çøpê- Riaista Stampa-Dentro de la Prenss-Bssin Ozeti

ar¡ait pl'omis cle convaincre les diligeants
sunnites d'h'ak de participer à un gouver-
nement d'tttrion natiouale, serrle alterua-
tive à une ilnplosion du pays. C'était cou .

per I'helbe,sous le pied des djihaclistes,
qui ont erx aussi besoin de ces chefs snn-
nites. Potu' I'instant, cerx-ci préfèrent
laisser les djihadistes avancel pour se dé-
barl'asser du plemier ministre chiite,
Nouri al-Maliki, qui n'a iessé de les mar-
ginaliser. Reste que cetté proclamation
renforce eucore I'attraction du djihad
auprès de tous les candidats à la guerre
sainte en Eruope ou ai-lletu's. Nul besoin de
visa pour rejoindre la cal'avane dlAllah,
précise le communiqué anuonçant Ia
naissance du califat. Même si sa préten-
tio¡r à abattre lcs frontièl'cs du Moyen-
Orient reste rm vieupierx. Les Etats-Unis
ont estirné lundi que la proclamation du
califat par les djihadistes <ne signifie rien
pow' Ies populations en h'ak et en {yrie >. t
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Un callfat d'AleÞ àDiyala

I juillet 2014

lrak : Sunnites et Kurdes
quittent le Parlement

nouveau Premier ministre.
Débats btoqués au Parlement. Un pas de

plus vers [a désintégration de l'lrak a été fait
mardí. Après une pause lors d'une séance pté-
nière au Partement mardi, te doyen de t'assem-
blée a pu constater que seuls 75 des 255 dépu-
tés étaient retournés à leur sièges. Les députés
sunnites et kurdes de l'hémícycte avaient quitté
[a réuníon, b(oquant automatiquement tes

débats.
Un blocage politique qui s 'ajoute aux ten-

síons confessionnetles. En cause, l'hostitité des
Sunnites envers Nourí Al Amliki, l'actuel Premier
ministre irakien, un chiite. "S'il y a un change-
ment de potitique avec un nouveau Premier
minÍstre, nous adopterons une approche posi-
tive, Dans te cas contraire, [e pays ira de mal en
pis", a prévenu Ossama al Noudjaifi, un respon-
sabte sunnite. De leur côté, les Kurdes, chargés
en vertu du partage des pouvoirs de désigner [e
chef de t'Etat, refusent pour l'instônt de s'exécu-
ter si Nouri at Matiki venait å enchaîner un troi-
sième mandat. Le Parlement est donc pour ['ins-
tant condamné à expédier les seutes affaires
courantes, délaissant ce point épineux de t'étec-

tion du prochain Premier minístre,
Et aux tuttes armées. Potitiquement, les

Kurdes ont fait un nouveau pas vers une possible
indépendance qu'its revendiquent depuis plu-
sieurs mois. Dans [e même temps, les combats
avec tes insurgés sunnites au nord et à l'ouest de
Bagdad ont fait plus de 2.400 morts au mois de
juin, mois [e ptus meurtrler de cette guerre
confessionnetle qui déchire te pays depuis 2007.

I quor
d'un

MPLOSION - Sunnites et Kurdes ne se sont pas
présentés à [a séance du Parlement. De

compliquer encore un peu ptus ta nomination

www.europel.fr
Par Barthélémy Gaf llard avec AFP
le I juillet 2Ol4

Maliki rejette les revendications
territoriales kurdes

I e premier ministre irakien Nouri at-Malikí a

Lrejeté mercredi [a volonté du Kurdistan de
conserver tes territoires dont iI a pris le contrôte
à la faveur de I'offensive des jihadistes sunnites.

.Personne n'a te droit d'exploÍter les événements
qui ont eu tieu pour imposer un fâit accompti,
comme ['a fait la région du Kurdistan-, a déclaré
M, Matiki lors d'une intervention tétévisée, fai-
sant référence notamment au chef-tieu de ta

province pétrolière de Kirkouk. .Nous rejetons
ceta. -
Les forces kurdes ont pris [e '12 juín [e contrôte
de Kirkouk après [e retrait de I'armée devant la
progression des insurgés sunnites en lrak.

Le premier ministre faisaÍt référence aux décta-
rations la semaine passée du président de ta

région autonome, Massoud Barzani, qui a affirmé
que [e contrôte de Kirkouk, et d'autres viltes
prises par tes forces kurdes, ne saurait être remis

BAGDAD o2 juillet 2014 (AFP)-

en cause.

M. Barzani a également déctaré dans une inter-
view à ta BBC que le Kurdistan organiserait dans
les mois à venir un référendum d'indépendance,
ajoutant que la période s'y prêtait, l'lrak étant
déjà, seton lui, divisé. I
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Sunnis and Kurds walk out of Parliarnent

Intcnrttio¡rtl Nctu llork @irnco WEDNESDAY JULY2,2OI4

BAGHDAD

Breakdown after debate
imperils efforts to form
a new Iraqi government

BYRODNORDLAND

Sunnis and Kurds walked out ofthe first
session ofthe lraqi Parliament on Ttres-
day, imperiling efforts to form a new
government ln the face of a bitter offen-
sive by Sunni militants.

After less than an hour of debate, the
new Parliament took a short recess, and
Sunni anÇ Kurdish lawmakers did not
return afterward, There were not
enough lawmakers present for a quor-
um, forcing the session to be adjourned
for at least a week.

Spokesmen for the party of Prime
Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki blamed
Kurds and Sunnis for the impasse, pro-
voking countercharges that Shiite lead-
ers were not ready to make a serious
deal, The day's events also ended hopes
of an early resolution to lraq's political
crisis, even as insurgents have taken
control ofterritory north and west ofthe
capital.

The walkout represented a rejection
of calls by Shiite religious leaders who
had demanded agreement on the
speedy formation of a government that
included Sunnis, Kurds and Shiites.

The Iraqi government had declared a
national holiday for the convening of
Parliament. Many shops and busi-
nesses were closed, Large numbers of
troops and police officers patrolled the
city and established checkpoints at
most major intersections, as well as
around neighborhoods with large Sunni
populations.

Underscoring the threat from the mil-
itants, the United Nations announced
that June had been the deadliest month
in Iraq for many years.

The death toll from violence in lraq,
except Anbar Province, during June
was 2ll7 people. By far the largest cat-
egory of fatalities was civilians, with
more than 1,500 dead, followed by 886
members of lraq's beleaguered security
forces, according to United Nations sta-
tistics.

The fatalities were four times higher
than in May, before the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria, known as ISIS, began its
offensive to take Mosul and much of
northern Iraq on June 10.

The death toll was one of the highest
monthly figures for Iraq, reaching a

'lÀDl Nf lzû^N/^ssoct^tFD Ptì[ss

Iraqi lawmakers arguing on Tuesday during the f¡rst session of the new Parllament
ln Baghdad, After a recess, Kurdlsh and Sunnl members did not return.

level of violence not seen there since
2008, according to the United Nations.
In May, according to the data, 799 people
were killed in lraq, including 240 mem-
bers of the security forces,

The figures do not take into account
Anbar Province, much of which has
been under the control of ISIS-led insur-
gents and where the United Nations has
no presence.

The United Nations cited Health Min-
istry officials in Anbar as recording 244
civilians killed and 588 injured from
June I to June 29, bringing the total viol-
ent death toll for the country in June to
at least ,,661.

In 2008, one of the worst years of sec-
tarian violence,7,000 people were killed
in the entire year.

The top United Nations official in
Iraq, Nikolay E. Mladenov, called the ci-
vilia¡r casualties in June a "staggering
number" and connected the violence to
Iraq's stalled political process.

With large parts of the country under
the control of ISIS militants and armed
groups, Mr. Mladenov said in a state-
ment, "It is imperative that national
leaders work together to foil attempts to
destroy the social fabric of Iraqi soci-
ety.'

"What can be achieved through a con-
stitutional political process cannot be
achieved through an exclusively mili-
tary response," he added, "Security
must be restored but the root causes of
violence must be addressed,"

Late Monday night, ISIS rnilitants

'fired mortars into the Askari shrine in
Samarra, killing six people, according to
hospital officials. An Iraqi government
official said the shrine, where many
worshipers had gathered to celebrate
the first day of Ramadan, was not hit,
but a security official at the scene said
two mortar shells struck the dome,
causing minor clamage.

Such attacks on the shrine by Qaeda-
related groups in 2006 set off a ûave of
sectarian violence in Iraq that lasted for
years.

The Iraqi government has heavily re-
inforced Samarra, about 80 miles north
of Baghdatl, to prevent ISIS insurgents
from carrying out attacks on the shrine.

The group has made no secret of its
intention to spark a sectarian war in
Iraq, as Al Qaeda did in 2006. It was
formed from the remnants of Al Qaeda
in lraq, which was defeated by a Sunni
uprising against the extremists, aided
by support from the Amet'ican and Iraqi
militaries.

The assault on the shrine aroused
fears of a wave of retaliatory attacks in
an atmosphere in which Sunnis have
already begui to be the tatget of what
appear to be random sectarian killings
in Baghdacl and elsewhere, as a re-
sponseto the advances byISIS in Sunni-
dominated parts ofthe country.

Alan Cow ell contr ib uted repor ting from
London, øn lrctqiemployee of The New
Yorb Times from Samdrrq end Marwø
SalmanfronBaghdad.
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As Iraq shatters, a U.S.-friendly Kurdistan
could materialize

By lames A. Lyotts
Tuesday, July 1,2014
ww *. u ashlngto ntíme s. c om

r¡here is no question that modern-day Iraq
I is a fractured state. This should come as

no surprise, since its basic historical founda-
tion was always weak

It was created in 1920 by the British and
French after World War I as they carved up
the old Ottoman Empire. Secretary of State

fohn F. Kerry's efforts to encourage the vari-
ous political factions to put aside their sec-

tarian and ethnic grievances, which go back
hundreds of years, to prevent lraq's disinte-
gration has little to no chance of success as

Iraq has descended once again into a Sunni-
Shiite civil war. Without putting "boots on
the ground" (other than special forces), the
dynamics of the current mess must be
changed in a way that contributes to our
long-term strategic interests. One political
action that we could take would be to sup-
port a long-sought Kurdish objective of a

sovereign state that would be a loyal U.S. ally
in a sea of turmoil.

Kurdish Soldier Illustration by Greg
Groesch/The Washington Times

The fear that the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS), the richest terrorist group in his-
tory, may annex a central swath oflraq and
Syria, and declare a caliphate, is real. While
this should be ofconcern, the region already
has one in lran. That nation is the recognized
world leader of state-sponsored terrorism
and is on the cusp of achieving a nuclear-
weapon capability.

r¡rhe ISIS rapid advance in conquering ter-
I ritory in central Iraq and the city of

Mosul opened a direct path to the oil-rich
Kirkuk province and Kirkuk city. With the
Iraqi army units deserting their installations,
the Kurdish military Peshmerga once again

answered the call and moved quickly to
secure deserted Iraqi army facilities and the
Kirkuk oil fìelds. They also provided protec-
tion from ISIS terrorists to Kirkuk city and

surrounding Kurdish-dominated towns and
villages. This move expanded the Kurdish
semi-autonomous region by more than a

third. Peshmerga forces are now defending a

new ó2O-mile border against the ISIS army. It
has also altered the political landscape,

which will not be easily reversed. Clearly, the
time for an independent, sovereign
Kurdistan has never been more necessary.

The bold move by the Peshmerga to prevent
ISIS fìghters from capturing Kirkuk and the
oil fìelds should be welcomed by the Obama
administration. The Kurds are a proven
friend in the region. In the run-up to the
l99l war in Kuwai! they cooperated closely
rì'ith the United States. In the 2003 Iraq war,

when Turkey refused to cooperate with the

United States, the Kurds once again stepped

up and cooperated with the U.S. After
Baghdad was liberated, they backed the
Americanled effort to establish a constitu-
tion, a functioning central government and
the rule of law. They have been a reliable
partner.

Regrettably, this long and tested partnership
has stalled for questionable reasons over the
past several years. Ever since Mr. al-Maliki,
an Iranian puppet, became prime minister,
U.S. administrations have supported the
Baghdad central government's increasingly
confrontational approach with the Kurdish
region over core issues. These involve a fair
share ofoil revenues, control ofnew oil dis-
covered in their region, and protection from
historic injustices perpetrated by Baghdad.

The Obama administration, in the current
crisis, should recognize that the Kurdish
Peshmerga now stand as the only viable mil-
itary force confronting the ISIS juggernaut in
the northern part oflraq.

l\ 7çore importantl¡ the Peshmerga also
lYlstands as the only partner in the region
whom we can fully trust. While Baghdad is
struggling to form a government, the Kurds
have just formed a unity government. It is a
functioning, secular democracy with those

values deeply imbedded in Kurdish society.
This is the essential element for creating a

democracy, but it was unattainable by
Baghdad.

The Obama administration should provide
political and material support to the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region to ensure that it
can continue to deter and, ifnecessary, fight
ISIS. The administration should also rebuild
our relationship with the Kurds to ensure we
have a long-term ally in the region - one
that is increasingly politically sophisticated,
economically sound and shares our core val-

Clearly, it is time to support a viable, eco-
nomically stable, sovereign Kurdish nation.
Another strong, reliable democratic ally of
the United States in this region would be
most welcome, and it makes sense strategi-
cally. An independent, sovereign Kurdistan
will certainly not be welcomed by lran. It is
thought that Kurdish relations with Turkey
over an sovereign Kurdistan can be managed
with U.S. assistance, particularly in view of
Turkey's significant economic investment
there.

ood
lames A. Lyons, U.S. Navy retired admiral,
was commander in chieJ of the U.S. Pacifc

Fleet and senior U.S. military representative
to the United Nations.

TYONS: A Kurdish
opportunity

We need to face reality. The Nouri al-Maliki
Shiite-led government in Baghdad is no
friend of the United States. At this point
Prime Minister al-Maliki, a tool of the
Iranian government, has squandered the
political opportunity that was given him by
the United States, which was bought and
paid for with the blood and sacrifices of
American and coalition military forces. As
Massoud Barzani, president of the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region, told Mr. Kerry
in a clear message, "We are facing a new real-
ity and a new lraq." For Kurdistan, this could
be a long-awaited opportunity.

fhe Obama administration has put out
I "feelers" on how we might cooperate

with lran on Iraq's unraveling. This makes

absolutely no sense. Iran has been at war
with the United States for more than 34 years

and has caused the loss of thousands of
American lives, including more than one-
third of our military killed or permanently
injured in the lraq war. We should never for-
get Tehran's role in supporting the Sept. ll
hijackers.

5



Reuue de Presse-Press Reuieu)-Berheaokn Çøpê-Riaista S tømpø-Dentro de Ia Prensa-Basin Ozeti

July 1,2014

Why lsrael is in love w¡th Kurdistan
By Pepe Escobot
hæp://rt,com
TV-Novosti
July 01,2074

Tfie "Middle Easf invented by British and French colonial poweß
I almost a century ago is fast dissolving as lSlS carves a vast piece

of real estate from the suburbs of Aleppo to Tikrit and from Mosul
to the Jordanian/lraqi border.

Artificial geography, established in the midst of World War l, via the
1916 Sykes-Picot agreement, is at risk; and it's no accident the lslamic
State of lraq and al-Sham (lslS) itself, although dreaming of a Caliphate,
is also graphically emphasizing the point. Those states carved out of the
fragmented Ottoman Empire are all at risk. ln this geopolitical vortex the
ult¡mate free electron is definitely the notion of a Greater Kurdistan.

"lraq is breaking up before our eyes and it would appear that the
creation of an independent Kurdish state ¡s a foregone conclusion." The
analysis might have come straight from lSlS - but in fact came from none
other than former bouncer and unreformed Zionist, lsraeli Foreign
Minister Avigdor Lieberman.

What the invariably truculent Lieberman told US Secretary of State
John Kerry this week pertained mostly to the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) in lraq, an autonomous region that - quite handily -
is also exporting oilto lsrael (the KRG angrily denies it.)

By all practical purposes, Kurdish Peshmergas are now also in control
of heavily disputed, oil-rich Kirkuk - after the ignominious withdrawal of
Baghdad's predominantly Shi'ite army as lSlS was advancing. The wily
KRG president Masoud Barzani has been adamant; "We will bring all of
our forces to preserve Kirkuk."

Talk about being handed overThe Big Prize on a plate; the KRG has
been trying to control Kirkuk by all means necessary since the 2003
Shock and Awe. ln any future scenario Kirkuk would be the absolutely
fabulous gas stat¡on fueling the wealth of a prosperous Kurdish nation.
Baghdad is confronted w¡th yet another quagmire.

lfs no secret in the "Middle Easl that Tel Aviv and the Kurds have
had a fruitful working relationship - in military, intel and business terms
- since the 1960s. lfs a no brainer lsrael would ¡nstantly recognize a pos-
sible new Kurdish nation-state. No wonder lsraeli President Shimon
Peres, also this week, told US President Barack Obama, "the Kurds have,
de facto, created their own state, which is democratic. One of the signs
of a democracy is the granting of equality to women."

AT TEAST THEY ARE NOT ARABS

So why this sudden interest in the welfare of Kurdish women?
Something fishy is afoot. Rupert Murdoch's Wall Street Journal is heavily
peddling Kurdish independence. What is Tel Aviv really up to here?

The consensus narrative in lsraeli media is that Kurdish indepen-
dence is "good for lsrael" because Kurds, well, they are not Arabs,
Persians or Tu rla. Kurdistan - at least lraqi Kurd¡stan - is seen by Tel Aviv
as a "non-hostile entiby'' that crucially, is not exactly touched by the
plight of the Palestinians.

From a str¡ctly lsraeli point of view, Kurds are regarded as moderate,
secular Muslims who have been victims - and thafs the key operative
notion - of Arab chauvinism, be it on national¡st or hardcore lslamist
terms. At least in theory, Kurds won't antagonize the notion of "Jewish
self-determination."

And even more cruciall¡ project¡ng ahead, a Greater Kurdistan
would be the ideal buffer state acting in tandem with larger lsraeli stra-
teg¡c ¡nterests; in one go, it would simultaneously amputate Turkey, lran,
lraq and Syria.

Even an independent lraqi Kurdistan would be not only the prover-
bial "friend of lsrael" but also a viable, prosperous state; lrbil, for ins-

tance, even though it is not Arab, wants to market itself as the Arab
Capital of Tourism. And all this in a region Tel Aviv regards - paranoia
included - as a basket case of failed states. Whafs not to like?

ANKARÆS DOUBTE GAME
So expect from now on all sorts of made-in-the-shade moves by

lsrael to advance the Balkanization of lraq into a Sunn¡ state, a Shiite
state and an lraqi Kurdistan. There's no question the KRG has been for all
practical purposes independent since the First Gulf War in 1991 - boas-
t¡ng ¡ts own military (the Peshmerga) and now its own (Baghdad-contes-
ted) oil exports.

Yet the whole saga is also overloaded with myth - such as the sup-
posedly irreconcilable gulf between Arabs and Kurds in lraq. For nearly
10 years there has not been a single credible poll stating that the majo-
rity of lraqi Kurds want independence. As much as there's a yearning for
independence, Kurds are also part of the government in Baghdad,

True, the KRG has brokered an uneasy truce between the Turkish
government and the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). But the Kurdish
question in both Syria and Turkey is way more complex, Syrian Kurds
have been enjoying a much larger degree of autonomy after a deal with
Damascus - although they have refrained, forthe moment, from deman-
ding an independent state ¡n Syria. lraqi Kurds are busy helping them -
from experience - in their autonomous ways.

The Kurdish question has become increasingly explosive as the
Empire of Chaos preferred Divide and Rule strategy of pitting Sunnis

against Shi'ites has metamorphosed into the lSlS blitzkr¡eg. Disaffected
young Kurds in Turkey - incited by Saudi religious rhetoric, weaponizing
and cash - have been particularly attracted to the Syrian jihad. Funerals
in predominant Kurdish areas across Anatolia for lSlS jihadis always draw
large crowds - and are the perfect recru¡t¡ng opportun¡ty for lSlS opera-
t¡ves.

This is only happening because - as many Kurds insist - the AKP is

looking the other way. Picture the scene of a jihadi free flow in the
Turkish-Syrian border at a minimum tolerated by Ankara (because it is

anti-Assad) - but with the added complicating factor that lSlS in Syria is
also fighting Syrian Kurds. And a lot of lSlS weaponizing also comes
straight from Turkey.

The Holy Grail for Ankara is to prevent by all means necessary
Turkish Kurd demands for autonomy. Their only plan so far has been to
blame Syrian Kurds for their links with the PKK.

All this happens within a booming trade scenario; over 70 percent of
the annual, S12 billion trade between lraq and Turkey circulates via lraqi
Kurdistan, where over 1,500 Turkish firms are in business, lt's a contra-
diction pile up: Ankara in theory supports the KRG, but would never
dream of support¡ng more autonomous Syrian and Turkish Kurds,

What's certain is that wishful thinking - from Tel Aviv to Washington

- will keep permeatlng calculations about the Kurdish question, as in
assuming Turkey will be allowed accession to the EU (it won't) and thus
Kurdistan will be the EU's de facto eastern border. Bordering what? A
Sunn¡stan across the Levant? Over the Pentagon's collective dead body,
of course.

What B¡g Oil in the US - and also lsrael - sees, most of all, is the
mirage of a Western-friendly major oil exporter in the long run. Thafs
why Balkanization sounds so juicy. This has nothing to do with the wel-
fare of the historically wronged Kurdish people. lt's hardcore business.
And yet another Divide and Rule power play. Expect plenty of hardcore
moves ahead. o
Pepe E*obor is the roving correspondent þr Asio Times/Hong Kong, øn
onolyst þr RT ond TornDùspotch, ond o lrequent conr¡butor to webs¡tes
ond rodlo shows ronging lrom the US to Eost Ae¡ø.

The stotements, views ond opinions expressed in this column ore solely those
of the outhor and do not necessorily represent those of RT.
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Iraq Kurdistan independence
referendum planned

www.bbc.com
July 1,2014

ÇRBIL-Hewlêr, Kurdistan region 'lraq',- The
l-president of lraq's autonomous Kurdistan
Region has totd the BBC he intends to hotd a
referendum on independence within months.

Massoud Bazani said that lraq was in effect
already partitioned.

He said that white the Kurds woutd ptay a part
in a potiticat solution to the countrys crisis,
indeperdence was what he described as their
naturat right.

lraq's parliament meanwhile meets for the
first time since April's elections and in the
midst of a major insurgency.

It faces the task of creating a unified govem-
ment to deat with the escalating potiticat cri-
sis.

Huge swathes of northern lraq are now in the
hands of Sunni insurgents, inctuding lstamic
State in lraq and Syria (lSl5) mititants, who
have dectared an lstamic caliphate in their
newty conquered territories.
TRAGIC SITUATION

ln the past month many lraqi troops have fted
northern cities in the face of sweeping
advances by lsis rebels, atlowing the Kurds to
move into previously disputed areas, such as

the oit-rich region of Kirkuk.
"Everything thats happerìed recentty shows
that it's the right of Kurdistan to achieve inde-
pendence," Mr Bazani said,

"From now on, we won't hide that that's our
goat. lraq is effectively partitioned now Are
we supposed to stay in this tragic situation the
countly's tiving? lts not me who will decide on
independence. lt's the peopte. Welt hotd a
referendum and it's a matter of months."

The cause of Kurdish independence was sup-
ported by lsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu over the weekend who said that it
was a necessary response to gains made by
lsis.

The Kurds have long striven for an indepen-
dent state but they remain divided between
Syria and Turkey, lran and lraq.

The internationaI community, inctuding neigh-
bouring Turkey and the US, remains opposed to
the break-up of lraq.

The BBC's Andrew Hosken in Baghdad says the
first decision facing the majority Shia govem-
ment when parliament reconvenes on Tuesday
witt be whether to reptace Prime Minister
Nouri Maliki, whom critics btame for stoking
sectarian tensions during his eight years in
power.

Fresh ctashes have meanwhile been reported

Massoud Børzøni, leøder of the
Kurilish region of baq: "The goal of

Kurilistøn is inilependence "

between jihadist-ted Sunni rebels and govem-
ment forces around the lraqi city of Tikrit.
Witnesses said there had been a wave of air
strikes and that former President Saddam
Hussein's palace had been hit.
A local source totd the BBC the rebels had
meanwhite seized parts of a nearby mititary
base in a counter-attack.

US President Barack Obama has announced he
is sending about another 200 troops to protect
the US embassy in Baghdad.

This means about 750 US troops are in and
around lraq, but President Obama has ruted
out sending combat troops to fight atongside
the lraqi army. a

I,E MATIN.N, I JUILLET 2014

HRìl et Un¡cef : <<Libérer lês écollets
kudes lddnappés en Syie>>
I jrtills¡ 2Ol4 - AFP

O <Prendre en otage,
utiliser, recruter et enrô-
ler des enfants dans un
conflit armé, constituent
des crimes de guerren,
rappelle HRW
O <Cela est inconceva-
ble que des enfants doi-
vent subir de tels actes
brutaux de violence et
soient forcés à partici-
per dans cette guerre>),
ajoute I'Unicef.

T es jihadistes de I'Etat islamique
I-(EI) doivent libérer les quelques
133 collégiens kurdes qu'ils ont
kidnappés en Syrie il y a un mois,
ont demandé mardi Human Rights
Watch et I'Unicef.

Le groupe, initialement connu
sous le nom de I'Etat islamique en

C}
rc?ñ
Irak et au Levant (EIIL), avait kid-
nappé 153 collégiens le 29 mai,
dont 10 filles, qui rentraient de la
ville d'Alep (nord) où ils avaient
passé les examens de fin d'année.

Les enfants rentraient en bus
à Arn Al-Arab, dans la province
d'Alep, quand ils ont été arrêtés à
Menbej, ville contrôlée par I'EI.

Depuis, le groupe extrémiste
a relâché une quinzaine de collé-
giens, dont les dix filles, selon
I'Observatoire syrien des droits
de I'Homme (OSDH). Cinq autres

Les jihadistes de

l'Etat islømique
ont bouclé
Raqqa, en Syrie,
auant de parader
en aille auec des

uéhicules et des

ørmes récupérés
en lrak. Ph :

Iapresse.ca

ont fui.
<Deux des enfants ayant fui

ont raconté que I'EIIL avait forcé
les enfants à suiwe des leçons de
la charia (loi islamique) et de
I'idéologie jihadiste. L'un d'eux a
révélé que I'EIIL battait les
en-fants qui se 'conduisaient
mal'>, a indiqué HRW, organisa-
tion de défense des d¡oits de
I'Homme basée à New York.

Plusieu¡s parents recevaient
régrrlièrement des appels télépho-
niques de leurs enfants kidnap-

pés, d'autres ont affirmé n'avoi¡
eu aucun contact, selon HRW. Ils
craignaient que I'EI n'entraîne les
garçons au combat.

<Prendre en otage, utiliser,
recruter et enrôler des enfants
dans un conflit ar¡né, constituent
des crimes de guerre>, rappelle
HRW dans son rapport.

De son côté, le Fonds des
Nations unies pour I'enfance
(Unicef) a dit dans un communi-
qué suiwe avec (une grande
inquiétude> la situation des éco-
liers kurdes enlevés âgés de 14 à
16 ans, dénonçant de (graves vio-
Iations des droits de I'enfant> et
affirmant que <(ceux qui commet-
tent de tels crimes doivent rendre
des comptes>.

(Cela est inconcevable que
des enfants doivent subir de tels
actes brutaux de violence et
soient forcés à participer dans
cette guerre), qioute l'Unicef.

L'EI, qui vient d'annoncer la
création d'un califat sur un terri-
toire s'étendant de la Syrie à
l'Irak, combat des factions kurdes
dans des régions syriennes.

Il prend régulièrement des
civils kurdes en otage, Ies relâ-
chant parfois en échange de la
libération de leurs combattants. D
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Le Kurdistan irakien rêve d'indépendance,
mais les vieilles divisions perdurent
Le président de la région autonomg Massoud Barzani,annonce un référendum d'autodétermination

TURQUII

SYRI E

11l'liì,\ iì IR

ÂRi\ßlI
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100 km

Erbil (lrak)
Envoyé spécial

A
au Levant), qui a proclamé un cali-
fat sunnite dans la zone qufil
contrôle, menace I'intégrité de
l'Irak, les Kurdes sont tentés par le
cavalier seul, Le président de la
région autonome du Kurdistan ira-
kien (KRG), Massoud Barzani, a
pourla première fois évoqué expli-
citement une partitioir du pays et
une indépendance, à terme, des
Kurdes. L'Irak r<esf effectivement
divisé ¡. <t Devons-nous rester dans
cqtte situation tragique ? n, a-t-ilfaít
'mine de s'intenogerdans uneinter-
view à la BBC. tt Nous ollons organi-
ser un référendum au Kurdistan;
nous respecterons et serons tgnus
par Ia décision de notre peuple.
Nous espérons que d'autres aglront
de la sorte>, a déclaré M.Barzani,
évoquant n une questiondemois tt.

La menace du chaos et de la
guerre civile avait déjà eu raison de
la crise institutionnelle au Kurdis-
tan. Après neuf mois de négocia-
tions engagées à Ia suite des élec-
tions locales de septembre zor3,les

IRA N

,' Zone de peuplement kurde

,' EL¡m¡te du Kurdistan autonome irakien

principaux partis kurdes de la
région autonome se sont mis d'ac-
cord sur la formation d'un nou-
veau gouvernement, dont la com-
position a été annoncée le z5 iuin.

Ce cabinet d'union nationale est
bâti autour de Nec\iruan Barzãni,
premier ministre sortant et neveu
deMassoud Barzani. Tous les partis
y sont représentés, y compris le
mouvement Goran (Changement),
qui obtient le ministère des pesh-
mergas (l'embryon d'armée kur-
de), et l'Union islamiqúe, pourtant
très critique sur la gestion du pou-
voir à Erbil. Plus s¡rmbolique enco-
re, un vice-premier ministre est
nommé. Il s'agit de Qubad Talaba-
ni, deuxième fils de |alal Talabani"
le président sortant de l'Irak.

Avec ces deux représentants de
Ia nouvelle génération, les deux
grandes familles qui dominent la
scène kurde irakienne depuis plus
d'un demi-siècle, les Barzani et les
Talabani, restent donc aux com-
mandes. Mais les rivalités histori-
ques entre les deux courants, le Par-
ti démocratique du Kurdistan
(PDK) et lUnion patriotique du Kur-
distan (UPK), qui se partagent la
réSion, ne sont pas enterrées.

tC'est une première étape, Í1,

Mascoud Barzanl (aucentre) en compagnie du ministre britannlque
des affaire¡ étrangères, William Hague, le zTfuln, à Erbtl. sAFrN HAMEo/AFe
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nousfallait ce gouvemement pour
pouvoir parler d'une seule voix avec
Bagdad. Déià notre eñtente est
meilleure sur des dossiers tels que le
pétrole ou les relations avec laTur-
quie et avecl'Iranr, estime Adnan
Mufti, membre du bureau,politi-
que de I'UPK,le parti de M.Talaba-
ni, et ancien président du Parle-
ment kurde, r Ce t accord n' étaÍt pas

Jacile à obtenir, suttotit pour nous
qui avons perdu beaucoup de voix
aux dernières élections >, souligne
cè sage de la politique kurde, dans
le petit salon feutré dé son
pavillon, à l'extérieur d'Erbil.
<t Mais I'UPK, par sonhistoire et son
pouvoir, tient un rôIe beaucoup
plus impoftant que ses t8 sièges au
Parlement régìonøl ne pounaÍent
Ielaisser penser. >

Pourla première fois, le parti du
présidentTalabani est arrivé troi-
sième lors du scrutir¡ devancé par
le PDK de M. Barzani ét Goran.
Réfractaire, dans un premier
temps, à l'idée de participer à un
gouvemement dominé par les bar-
zanistes, ÏUPK s'est finalement ral-
lié à la majorité. L'incertitude éco-
nomique qui s'est installée ces der:
niers mois et la menace dJihadiste
enlrak ontaccéléré le processus. <II
est très important que nous répon-

dions ensemble à Ia question de
I'EIIL. Nous avons besoin d'une
réponseforte et d'un rêel consensus
@ntre cette organisation terrorls-
fe r, aioute M. Mufti.

A la faveur des violences qui
déchirent l'lrak depuis trois semai-
nes, les Kurdes ont étendu leur
influence. Les (teffitoires dispu-
fésr avec le gouvernement central
de Bagdad, dont Ie sort reste en
suspens depuis l'adoption de la
Constitution irakienne en 2oo5,
ont été < libérés r par les pesþmer-
gas, dès le départ de I'armée irakien-
ne. Erbil a clairement annoncé son
intention de défendre ces zones à
forte population kurde, situées
dans les provinces de NinÍve, de
Kirkouk et de Diyala,

< D'une certaine maniè re, I' EI IL a
concrétisé ce que nous voulions
depuis díx ans. Nous élions prêts à
sacrifier 5o o oo homme s pour récu-
pérer ces territoires, Aujourd'hui,
nous les contrõlons quasiment sans
avoir tÍré une seule balle. C'est Ie
rêve des Kurdes qui se concrétise. Le
gouvetnement irakien doit accep-
tercette réalitér, déclare M. Mufti.

Au-delà de cette unité de façade,
les antagonismes restent forts
entre les zones contrôlées par le
PDK, les provirrces de Dohouk et
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d'Erbil, dans l'ouest dela régionkur-
de, et celles sous domination de
l'UPK, dans l'est, autour de Soulei-
maniyé. Si, depuis zeo5, les deux
anciens rivauxf'ont cauie commu-
ne âux élections pour l'unité du
Kurdistan, en réalité chacun conti-
rrue de disposerde son propreappa-
reil politique, de ses peshmergas,
cle ses seryices de sécurité, etc.

L'unification des deux armées,
promise depuis 2oo9, n'a tou¡ours
pas été réalisée. Le budget reversé
par Bagdad, t7% du total national
selon la Constitutior¡ est divisé
entre PDK et UPK, déplore un haut
cadre du parti Goran. A Souleima-

Lesdeuxpartis
dominants, PDK et

UPK divergent surles
alliances régionales

quedoivent
nouerlesKurdes

niyè, les barzanistes sont accusés
de ne pas s'engager suffisainment
contre les insurgés de l'EI. A
Kirkouk et Khanaqin, les peshmer-
gas de I'UPK, eux, sont en première
ligne. Mais d'un autre côté, à Erbil,

on reproche aux partisans de
M.Talabani une proximité avec
I'lran et donc avec le premierminis-
tre chiite irakien, Nouri Al-Maliki.

Les deux partis divergent sur les
alliances régionales que doivent
nouerles Kurdes. < C'est une réalité

se

nes, note Hamaziad ¡vtawtua, ,-fi
cadre de I'UPK à Soran. Mali il est
v rai qu' il re s te beaucoup cle différen-
cès entre nos deux paftis. Nous som-
mes phts à gauche et engagés sur les
droits desfemmes et Ia iustice socia-
le, et pour un gouvernement sécu-
Iier. Eux sont plus consewateurs. >

Le parti de M.Talabani reproche
également au clan Barzani sa trop
grande proximité avec la Turquie
de Recep Tayyip [rdogan. ule ne
soutiens pas cela, admet Hama-
ziad Mawlud. Anþara n'est pas
sincère avec les Kurdes. Notre parti
déJend Ie Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan [PKK, kurde de Turquie
etindépendantistel. l

La réconciliation est freinée par
<Ie poids de l'hístoiren, estime
AdnanMufti. Les traces de la mini-
guerre civile qui avait opposé les
peshmergas au milieu des années
1990 ne sont pas effacées.l

GUIT.I.AU¡uD PrnRrxR
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Iraqa
O S'entendre avec les Kurdes

L'armée iraqienne s'est lancée dans une importante contre-offensive pour récupérer Tikrit. Elle risque de
se heurter au refus des Kurdes de liwer cette ville stratégique.

Abir Taleb avec agences

02lt1uilletl20t4

1 a russie a liwé 5 avions de combat
I-¡Sukhoi aux forces iraqiennes et
les Etats-Unis ont envoyé des experts
militaires chargés de conseiìler les
soldats, et des drones pour survoler
Bagdad. Des efforts intensifiés pour
aider les forces iraqiennes à repren-
dre du terrain après leur déroute aux
premiers jours de lbffensive dji-
hadiste lancée le 9 juin par l'Etat
Islamique en Iraq et au Levant
(ErrL).

faisaient pas partie de la région. Mais
désormais, ¡ffìrme Yawar, il n'est pas
question de bouger cette ligne, ni pour
revenir sur les anciennes frontières, ni
pour prendre de nouveaux territoires
aux insurgés : < Notre stratégie, pour
linstant, c'est juste de défendre cette
ligre pour empêcher tout terroriste
d'entrer dans la région >,

¡ a stratégie à long terme, elle,
I-rrisque dêtre différente, Pour les
Kurdes, les récents développements
en Iraq constituent lbccasion ou
jamais de prendre leur indépen-
dance. Selon les analystes, la rupture
entre les Kurdes et les chiites est bel
et bien consommée, et pas question
pour les Kurdes de participer à un
gouvernement d'union nationale,
comme lä demandé le secrétaire
d'Etat américain, John Kerry,
Certains experts vont encore plus
loin en estimant qu'une éventuelle
chute de Bagdad arrangerait le
Kurdistan.

Et le gouvernement du dirigeant
kurde Massoud Barzani entend tirer
son épingle du jeu de cette désinté-
gration de l'Etat dont, officiellement,
il dépend, Massoud Barzani a
d'ailleurs récemment affirmé sur
CNN que < le temps était venu pour
le peuple kurde de déterminer son
futur >.o

menées contre le premier ministre
Maliki, pour trou- Depuis Ie lancement le 9 juin d'une
ique à la crise. Car offensive menée par les djihadistes
ntée fulgurante de de IEIIL, les autorités de la région
t le conflit sun- autonome du Kurdistan iraqien ont
arginalisation des autorisé le déploiement d'un nombre
chute du régiine sans précédent de peshmergas, leurs

in et la montée en forces de sécurité. Le président de la
tes, Alors que les région, Massoud Bartani, a même
t à lëtranger en appelé les combattants à la retraite à
nementd'unionse reprendre du service. Le vide laissé
ouri Al-Malfü a par lärmée a permis aux Peshmergas

En effet, si la communauté interna- semblé finalement se rallier à cette

tionale se dit aux côtés de ,"n¿"¿ idée, et le parlement doit déclencher

pour combattre les djihadist"i d" l" Processus de réconciliation'

tà
n. T Tn processus qui risque de traîn- aucune-

le \,,f er en longueur tant Ia situation un jour.

t. est compliquée en lraq. En effet, lä- Erbil <

vancée de I'EIIL et la guerre a ainsi
confessionnelle qui risque de sèn- déclaré Massoud Barzani, Outre

parallèlement, des pressions sont lliw.e 
va._de pair avec la montée des Kirkouk, les peshrnergas se sont

Kurdes d'Iraq. déployes sur des territoires qui ne

I
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Why Erdogan Is Ready to
Work With the Kurds

By Soner Cagaptay
July r, eor4
rvww.foreignaffairs. com

boosting Turkey's claim to be a regional energy
hub.

ISIS' advances in Iraq -- including a June tt
attack on the Turkish consulate in Mosul, dur-
ing which the group took Turkish diplomats
and securþ officials hostage - has added
urgency to the drive to improve relations
between Turkey and Iraqi Kurds. It also made
Turkey go back on some clear redlines it had
previously set for the Kurds; back in zoo5,
Turkey had threatened military action should
they occupy Kirkuk, an oil-rich city in northern
Iraq. Kirkuk s oil reserves would have given the
Kurdish regional government independent
income (it relies on Baghdad for financial
transfers), which would have been a first step
toward full sovereignty. But on June tz, when
Kurdish forces moved to occupy Kirkuk,
Ankara did not utter a word.

It now seems safe to say that if the Iraqi
Kurdish regional government declared inde-
pendence Ankara would be the first capital to
recognize it. In today's Middle East, in other
words, ISIS is a bigger threat to the Ti¡rks than
Kurdish independence in Iraq.

SYRIANSITUATION

Whereas Ttrrkey's ties with the Iraqi Kurds
have improved in recent years, Ankara's rela-
tions with the Syrian Kurds have remained
rather bitter. This is because, unlike in the KRG
where lraqi Kurdish groups hold more sway
than the Ttrrkish PKK, the PKK is very popular
among the Syrian Kurds. (Assad's father
allowed the PKK to grow inside Syria to use the
group ¿rs a proxy against Tirrkey.) When the
group's Syrian branch, Party for Democratic
Unity (PYD), which is not shy about its ties to
the PKK, took control of Kurdish areas in
northern Syria in July zorz, Ankara feared that
it was witnessing the birth of a PKKled state
on its doorstep. In response, it stopped ship-
ments of aid and supplies into the Kurdish
enclaves.

As the war against Slrian President Bashar al-
Assad heated up, though, Turkey saw an
opportunity. Wishing to take advantage of all
opposition factions in Syria, Turkey reached
out to the PYD and invited the group's leader to
Ankara. The PYD demurred, though. All along,
the Kurds' strategy in the Syrian civil war has
been simple: take over Kurdish areas and let
the others fight among themselves. At times,
the PYD has even collaborated with the Assad
regime, for instance by aìlowing supplies to
flow into regime-controlled enclaves. In return,
Assad has not targeted PYD territory. It didn't
make much sense, then, for the PYD to cooper-
ate outright with Turkey.

But with the emergence of ISIS, the Syrian
Kurds' calculations might be changing. The
PYD and PKK have strong secular tendencies
and oppose ISIS and its austere version of
Islam. The PYD now controls three Kurdish
exclaves in northern Syria, all of which are
flanked by Turkey to the north and ISIS to the

south. And unlike the Assad regime, ISIS has
shown no inclination to trade favors with the
Kurds. In other words, the Syrian Kurds'future
could now be in Turkey's hands. It could allow
more aid and supplies to flow to the Kurds to
support their defensive lines against ISIS and,
if the Syrian Kurds play nice, full military and
security cooperation could be forthcoming.

Over time, Turkey believes, the grian Kurdish
exclaves could become forward operating bases
against ISIS -- a friendly force that guards over
4So miles of Syria's 54o-mile long Ttrrkish bor-
der. The idea is appealing: the PYD is the only
force, Assad regime included, that has been
able to win any battle against ISIS in Syria. For
instance, in March 2013, PYD fighters success-
fully pushed back an ISIS advance to take over
Kobani, one of the three Kurdish exclaves in
Syria.

TURIüSHTROUBIÆ

Ti:rkey cannot grow closer to Iraqi and Syrian
Kurds without makjng peace with its own.
After decades of battle, the PKK could still eas-
ily derail any rapprochement between Turkey
and other Kurdish groups, especiallythe Syrian
Kurds, by telling the PYD to reject TUrkish
offers. What is more, the PKK could launch
attacks in Turkey if it feels that it is being left
out of a potential deal between T\¡rkey and the
Iraqi Kurds.

Tbrkish Prime Minister Recep Talyip Erdogan
has a personal stake in this as well. He is facing
a presidential election in August. In local elec-
tions in March, his party received 43 percent of
the vote. The support ofthe pro-PKK Peace and
Democracy Party, which won about 6.5 percent
of the vote in March, could help him clinch the
presidency.

Enter ongoing peace talks with the PKK.
Through those negotiations, Turkey has grant-
ed the Kurds additional rights to use thei¡ own
language in public, which had long been seen
as a threat to Turkish nationalism. Kurdish
language is now ubiquitous in universities and
city governments in southeastern Turkey,
where the Kurds dominate. More recently, on
June 26, Erdogan decla¡ed a new reform pack-
age that promises amnesty for thousands of
PKK fighters should negotiations with the PKK
conclude successfully.

Erdogan will try to keep Ttrrkish Kurds happy
while building deeper security ties with the
Iraqi and Syrian Kurds, which Turkey will
guarantee de facto autonomy. This turn of
events is rather ironic. Soon after Erdogan
came to power in 2oo3, he launched a policy,
called "strategic depth," which aimed to make
Tlrrkey a major power in the Middle East, with
allies and influence across the region. A decade
later, Ankara's only allies in the Middle East
might just be the Kurds. Likewise, the Kurds'
main ally might soon be Ankara. Working
together, they will try to escape the old politics
ofthe Middle East and stand alone as peaceful
and stable success stories. o

af anything good comes out of the turmoil in
IIraq, it will be improved ties between Ttrrkey
and the region's Kurds.

Until recently, they were bitter enemies.
Ankara had never been able to stomach the
idea of Kurdish self-govemment -- in Iraq or
Syria or Turkey -- and it had generaìly refused
to give in to Turkish Kurds' demands for cul-
tural rights. Instead, it preferred to crack
down. Meanwhile, the region's Kurds had
never been able to stomach lraqi, Syrian, or
Ti:rkish rule and, taking issue with Ankara's
treatment of Kurds within Ttrkey's borders,
threw their support behind the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK), a violent separatist
movement in Turkey.

The Syrian civil war and developments in Iraq
have sta¡ted to change all that. These days,
from Thrkey's perspective, Kurdish autonomy
doesnt look half bad. The portions of northern
Iraq and Syria that a¡e under Kurdish control
a¡e stable and peaceful -- a perfect bulwark
against threats such as the Islamic State of Iraq
and al-Sham (ISIS). And that is why Turkey
has been on good behavior with the Iraqi
Kurds, is working on its relations with the
Syrian Kurds, and might finally be breaking the
impasse with the Kurds in its own territory. It
is a tall order, but the stars may be aligned in
favor of a Ti¡rkish-Kurdish axis.

BACKTOIRAQ

Relations between Tbrkey and the Iraqi Kurds
started improving just after the Iraq War, when
Iraqi Kurds pivoted toward Ankara to counter
Baghdad's centralizing pull. To the Kurds' dis-
ma¡ post-Saddam Iraq remained an Arab
country to the core; the power only shifted
from Sunni Arabs to Shia Arabs. In those days,
Iraqi Kurds started offering assistance to
T\rrkey in its fight against the PKK and also
opened markets in Iraqi Kurdistan to T\rrkish
exports and companies. T\rrkey reciprocated,
sending merchants, airlines, and consumer
goods into the area. More recently, Iraqi Kurds
opted to start selling their oil through Turkey,
bypassing Baghdad and giving Ankara a huge
gift in transit fees and tax revenue, as well as
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lntcrnotional ñU llorls @inrco

JULY 2,2OI4

Leslie H. Gelb

"For decades, the United States has
worshiped at the altar of a unified yet
unnatural Iraqi state," I wrote these
'wordsin November 2003, sixmonths
after PresidentGeorgeW. Bush de-
:clared "Mission accomplished," I de-
scribed the outcome of what I saw as the
splintering of Iraq into Sunni, Shüte and
Kurdish regions as "The Three-State

' Solution." This thinking: q¡qe again
, inflaming policy debates - seemed to
,me the onlyway to avoidthe internecine
itribal afid religious war againunderway.
' MiddleEastexpertsdismissedthe
, idea as a partition policy. My intent u/as
notto advocate a policy, but to describe
r,vhat I thought was the inevitable break-
up of lraq. I urged the United states to
make this as peaceable as possible. It
was my hope that these states would
eventually form a loose confederation,

It appeared that the experts had
strangled my ideain the cradle until a
strangething happened to me onthe
New York to Washington shuttìe in 2006.

=--_
---

At the same time, however, we still
had to stress our belief that the frag-
menting of lraq was inevitable unless
each religious and tribal group had
strong incentives to stay in a unified
state. For us, there was only one policy
glue: federalism, or the decentraliza-
tion of poÏver to the regions with a lim-
ited role for central government. '

Though different in the particulars, the
same ideaprovided the freedom of ac-
tion for the original l3 colonies to fonm
the United States.of America

In 2006, Mr. Biden and I wrote, also in
an Op-Ed for The New York Times, that
any stability in a united Iraq would be
contingent upon an American troop
presence that should not and could not
be indelinitely sustained. Sunni dicta-
torships had held the country together
in the past, butprovided no long-term
answers to the country's challenges.lVe
proposed instead that Kurdish, Sunni
and Shüte regions "each be responsible
for their own domestic laws, adminis-
tration and internal security." Baghdad

would be declared a

The only
viable politic-
d futu¡e for
the country ia
federation. eignaffairsandthe
ButAmericat equitabledistribution
ñnt priority of oil revenues.

is to s€e ISII5 Despite all the crit-

cn¡shed. icism at the time, the
Iraqis themselves
embeddedthis ap-

proach in their Constitution. Prime Min-
iSter Nuri Kamal al-Maliki never imple-
mented it, but rather sought to give his
feltow Shiites the absolute power histor-
,icallywielded by the Sunnis.

The question now is whether federal-
ism is still feasible, or even desirable.
Back in 2003, and still in 2006, Washing-
ton had the sway in arms and aid to
have federalism implemented. Current
American influence is limited, and
President OÞama's clout will depend
less on what American force he brings
to bear in the current crisis than on
\rrhat strategy he offers.

Sadly, he doesn't seem to have one.
Let me offer a strategy that prioritizes

fightine thejihadis now and pushes for
federalism later. The most urgent task is
to prevent further conquest by the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and Syria, or ISIS,

Iraqi armed forces, despite their mili-
tary superiority, can't do this job alone.
They just don't have the stomach for
such a fight. They must have outside
aid, and they are already getting some
from lran, and now Russia,

This is helpful, but not enough. More
Iranian aid should be the subject of ur-
gent talks among Tehran, Baghdad and
Washington. The risk is that Iran could

get grabby, but I believe it will be re-
strained by its central objective of eas-
ing the United States-led sanctions.

The second step ofthis strategy is to
set President Basha¡ al-Assad of Syria
againstthejihadis in lraq, an offensive
he started on his own with airstrikes
last week. This would acknowledge the
reality of lraq and Syria as one stra-
tegic, anti-jihadi battlefield.

But instead of capitalizing on Mr. As-
sad's anti-jihadi instincts, the Obama
team now proposes to do what it has re-
sisted doing for almost three years - to
send hundreds of millions of dolla¡s in
arms aid for the Sunni rebels battling
the Assad government. This move has
American priorities backward. It will
turn Mr. Assad awayfromthe jihadis in
Iraq, and back to fighting American-
backed rebels in Syria.

The greatest threat to American in-
terests in the region is ISIS, not Mr. As-
sad. To fight this enemy, Mr. Obama
needs to call on others similarly
threatened: Iran, Russia, Iraqi Shiites
and Kurds, Jordan, Ttrrkey - and
above all, the political leader with the
best-armed forces in the region, Mr. As-
sad. Part of the deal would need to be
that the Syrian regime and the rebels
largelyleave each other alone.

Ifthejihadis can be halted, then
smashed - and it's critical to try to
achieve that - the lraqis must turn back
to politics and the principle of power-
sharing tlat they spurned not so long
ago. For some time, Iraq and Syria will
be torn apart by relþious and tribal
strife, These present circumstances
provide barren ground for a settlement,
but if the IraqiHumpty Dumptyis to be
made whole again, it can be only through
a federal power-sharing formula. '

The Obama team knows that lraqis
will not trust Mr. Maliki to share power
seriously. They are maneuvering to
find alternatives. It will be more diffi-
cult than ever to persuade Iraqi Sunnis
to accept a federal lraq, given recent
history; even the Kurds seem inclined
to go their o\r¡n tvay,

Words will not bring Iraqis over from
the separatist dark side. Only the hell
of civil war can- bring them back, in
time, to political solutions. And only
then caRWashingtonhelp the lraqis do
what they should haye done a decade
ago.

Iraq must not come apart

II{ATTCHÂSE

Senator Joseph R. Biden Jr. took a seat
next to me, and while the plane idled on
the runway, \,ye talked about lraq.

Mr. Biden and I agreed on the follow-
ing principle: We didn't want a breakup
or partitioning of lraq. Such a rupture
would ignite tefrible slaughter inside
the country and unsettlethe Middle
East as a whole, Alas, my 2003 a¡ticle
lent itself to the partition criticism,
even though it saw autonomous regions
as a possible solution, and Mr. Biden
and I wanted to clarify that point,

LEsLtE H. cEtB, aformer correspondent
ønil columnßt lor The New YorhTimes,
is the presiilent emeritus of the Council
on Foreign Relations.
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vote
ARBIL Iraq - 4,2014 - Isabel Coles (Reuters)

THE PRESIDENT of lraq's autonomous Kurdish region asked
its parliament on Thursday to plan a referendum on Kurdish
independence, signaling his impatience with Baghdad, which
is fighting to repel Sunni insurgents and struggling to form a
newgoverrrment.
The move came despite U.S. pressure for Kurds to stand with Baghdad as
Iraq faces an onslaught by Sunni Muslim militants, led by an al eaeda
offshoot, which has seized large parts of the north and west and is threa-
tening to march on the capital.
Iraq's 5 million Kurds, who have governed themselves in relative peace
since the r99os, have expanded their territory by as much as 40 percent
in recent weeks as the sectarian insurgency has th¡eatened to split the
country.

Kurdish President Massoud Barzani asked lawmakers to form a commit-
tee to organize a referendum on independence and pick a date for the
vote.

"The time has come for us to determine our own fate and we must not
wait for others to determine it for us," Barzani said in a closed session of
the Kurdish parliament that was later broadcast on television.
"For that reason, I consider it necessary... to create an independent elec-
toral commission as a first step and, second, to make preparations for a
referendum."

Kurds and Sunnis walked out of the newly
t session in Baghdad, complaining that the
nominate a prime minister.

Many Kurds have long wanted to declare independence and now sense a
golden opportunity, with Baghdad weak and Sunni armed groups in
control of northern cities such as Mosul and Tikrit.
Top U.S. defense officials, who have deployed advisers to the region to
assess the state of the Iraqi military, said the security forces were able to
defend Baghdad but would have difficulty going on the offensive to recap-
ture lost territory, mainly because of logistical weaknesses.

"If you're asking me will the Iraqis at some point be able to go back on the
offensive to recapture the part of Iraq that they've lost, I think that's a
really broad campaign quality question," General Martin Dempsey, chair-
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters at the Pentagon.
"Probably not by themselves."

Dempsey said "the future is pretty bleak" for Iraqis unless they can bridge
the sectarian differences within their government. The absence of an
inclusive government, he said, was a factor in the security forces'failure
to stand up to ISIL.
"They didn't collapse in the face of a fight. They collapsed in the face of a
future that didnt hold out any hope for them," Dempsey said.

Unless the Iraqi government bridges internal secta¡ian differences and
"gets the message out that it really does intend to allow participation by
all groups, everything we're talking about (doing to help) makes no diffe-
rence," he said.

Many see the Shi'ite prime minister, Nuri al-Maliki, as the main obstacle
to resolving the crisis and hope he will step aside.
TPOLITICAL STABILITY NEEDEDil
Maliki himself said a political solution went hand-in-hand with the cam-
paign to recapture a¡eas held by insurgents.

"There is no security without complete political stabilit¡" he said in a
televised address on Wednesday. "We will proceed with our political pro-
jects but we will be on high alert and ready for the momentum of the bat-
tle."
Security forces are battling fighters led by the Islamic State, which shor-
tened its name from the Islamic State in Iraq and the LÆvant this week
and named its leader "caliph," the historical title of successors of the
Prophet Mohammad who ruled the Mr:slim world.
Rising concern and pressure from the United States, Iran, the United
Nations and lraq's own Shi'ite clerics has done little to end the paralyzing

Mithal al-AIusi, a prominent Sunni politician, said he did not think Maliki
was prepared to step aside. "Mr. Maliki wants to continue and he believes
... that without hirn nothing can be done in Iraq," he said.

In the system put in place after the United States toppled Saddam
Hussein in zoo3, the premiership is traditionally given to a Shi'ite, while
the speaker of the house has been a Sunni and the president, a largely
ceremonial role, has been a Kurd.
In his weekly televised address, Maliki said he hoped parliament could
get past its "state of weakness" and reach consensus in its next session,
planned for T\resday. But it is far from clear when leaders in Baghdad
might do so.

All the main blocs are beset by intemal divisions, and none has yet deci-
ded who to put forward for its designated position.

Dia aì-Asadi, secretary general ofthe Al-Ahrar bloc, a Shi'ite faction loyal
to powerful cleric Moqtada al-Sadr and opposed to Maliki, told Reuters
that only Maliki's own State of l¿w coalition would support his staying on
as prime minister.

"There is objection by almost all of the other groups - the Kurds, the
Sunnis, and the other Shi'ites," he said.

Each ofthe blocs has said it wants to know who the others will choose for
their posts before naming its own - meaning the nominations will have to
be done as a package.

F'IGIITING IN DTYALE
Maliki's government, bolstered by civilian volunteers and Shi'ite militias,
has managed to stop the militant advance short of the capital, but has
been unable to take back the cities that government forces abandoned.

The army failed last week to take back Tikrit, 16o km (roo miles) north of
Baghdad, and remained on the outskirts ofthe city on Thursday, accor-
ding to the prirne minister's military spokesman Lieutenant General
Qassim Atta.

In the northeasterly province of Dþla, 14 militanS were killed in figh-
ting with security forces, local police said.

The head of the region's police, Jamil Al-Shimmeri, said security forces
had taken back control of the village of Showhani near the town of
Muqdadiya, 8o km northeast of Baghdad.

Insurgents have been present in Dþla for the past several weeks, follo-
wing their rapid seizure of Mosul, one of Iraq's largest cities, to the north.
U.S. Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel said the U.S. military had six assess-
ment teams on the ground evaluating the state of Iraqi forces and had
established Iraqi-U.S. joint operations centers in Baghdad and Arbil to
coordinate activities.

Saudi-owned al-Arabiya television said Saudi Arabia had deployed
3o,ooo soldiers to its border with Iraq after Iraqi soldiers withdrew from
the area, but Iraq denied the report.
Al-Arabþ broadcast footage ofwhat it said were Iraqi soldiers in the des-
ert area east ofthe city of Karbala after pulling back from the border. But
the army spokesman said the border was still under the full control of
Iraqi forces. o
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(( EzzatleRouge )),

le phénix de Bagdad

felNlonila
Mardi 1" iuillet 2ot4

.{tÄ

américaines en Irak. Les Etats-Unis le veu-
t-
n

son arrestâtion, mais n'ont récolte que del
rumeurs. Le fu gitif serait atteint d,une leu-
cémie qui l'astreindrait à de régulières
transfusions de sang. Les imagesã,avant
safuite le montrent aussi pâle et décharné

que le cou d'un poulet. On le dit mort au
combat dans la région de Tikrit, ou mou-
rant, puis disparu. On le ctoit exilé en
Syrie, enTurquie, enArabie saoudite, d'où
il financeralt et organiserait la rébellion
armée contre I'occupant américain.

Aujourd'hui, onze ans après la chute de
I'anèien régime grâce auxAméricains, son
retour sur la scène irakienne est fracas-
sant. Hasard deladestinée,la prise deMos-
soul par les troupes de .l'Etat islamique en
Irak ei au Levant (EIIL) coihcide, prãsque
jour pour iour, avec la date d'anniversaire
de sa fille Tahrir. Ainsi qu'avec celle de la
mort de Michel Aflaþ l'un des fondateurs
du parti Baas, dont Douri n'a iamais cessé
d'être un membre zélé. En retrait, mais
aux commandes des troupes baasistes
surentraînées qui accompagnent I'EIIL et
<< tiennent r les villes prises par les diiha-
distes, a ressurgi la cible numéro 6 des
Américains, le symbole de leur échec en
Irak, I'insaisissable < Roi de trèfle >.

Ezzat Ibrahim Al-Douri a grandi dans le

Salaheddine, Elevé au sein d'une famille
modeste, la légende prétend qu'il a com-
mencé sacarrière commemarchanddegla-
ces dans le quartier Fadhel à Bagdad (Sad-
dam Hussein, lui, aurait débuté comme
vendeurde cigarettes). Ses partisans assu-
rent quecette activité lui servait en réalité
de couverture pour fomenter, à l'abri des
soupçons, la révolution contre le général
communiste Abdel Karim Kassem, au pou-
voir depuis le coup d'Etat de iuilletrg5g.

A la fin des années r95o, il intègre une
cellule clandestine du parti Baas. Il y ren-
contre Saddam Hussein, un ieune homme
bourré d'ambttion qu'il va secctnder, ser-
vir et même aduler jusqu'à la fin tragique

de ce dernier. Ces premières activités poli-
tiques lui valent un séjourderrière les bat-
reaux entrer963 et 1966. Nullement
décõuragé par cet épisode carcéral, il pré-
pare, dès sa libération, un nouveau coup
d'Etat. Le 3o iuillet 1968, il est aux com-
mandes du deuxième char qui pénètre
dans le palais présidentiel, L'opération est
unsuccès, etle partiBaas durablement ins-
tallé au pouvoir. Sous la présidence d'Ah.
med Hassan Al-Bakr, il devient ministre
del'agriculture (r972), puis ministre de l'in-
térieur (tgrfl.Il estausside toutes les intri-
gues de palais, En 1979, Saddam Hussein
s'empare du pouvoir et promeut aussitôt
Ezzat Ibrahim Al-Douri au poste de vice-
président du Conseil de commandement
de la Révolution (CCR), organe situé au
sommet de la pyramide baasiste.

Le nouveau maître de I'Irak est un

Donné peur mort,
Ezzatlbrahim
Al-Douri, ex-bras
droit de Saddam
Husseinet
insaisissable < Roi
de trèfle > du ieu de
cartes des cibles
américaines en Irah
mène aujourd'hui,
aux côtés des
djihadistes de I'EIIL,
l'insurrection qui
ensanglante le pays

Cfcrl¡ HxNNroN

uelque part à Mossoul, dans
un appartement clandestin,
est née une petite fille. Son
père l'a brièvement tenue
dans ses bràs avant de repren-

la fuite. Il l'a prénommée
Tahri¡ <libérationr en arabe. L'heureux
événenrent, rapporté par le QuotidienAl-Hayat, cet-
teépoque ord
del'Irak,e Les
attaques contre les troupes américaines
d'occupation y sont quasi quotidiennes et
souvent meurtrières.

Le nom de la fillette n'a pas été choisi
pour célébrer l'avènement d'un nouvel
Irak, libéré du joug du dictateur. Il incarne,
au contraire, Ia promesse de revanche et
les rêves de reconquête de son père. Car la
petite Tahrir est la onzième enfant d'Ezzat
Ibrahim AI-Douri, le bras droit, le confi-
dent, I'ami d'enfance à Ia loyauté jamais
désavouée de Saddam Hussein. [n ce
début d'été zoo5, l'ancien maître de l'Irak
a troqué les oripeaux de la gloire pour le
pyjama des prisonniers. La télévision l'ex-
hibe, vieillard à la dignité perdue, s'apprê-
tant à rencontrer ses juges à Bagdad.

EzzaT"lbrahimAl-Douri, lui, est alors le
plus haut dignitaire de l'ancien régime
encore encavale, le < Roi de trèfle > ducélè-
bre ieu de cartes des principales cibles
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grand paranoiãque. Beaucoup le décou-
vrent à leurs dépens, écartés du pouvoir
sans ménagement, voire exécutés dans
les alcôves du palais. Rien de tel avec son
fidèle complice, dont les liens avec le rai's
se consolident au fil des ans par des allian-
ces familiales. Sa fille Hewazin épouse
brièvement Oudai, fils aîné de Saddam
Hussein, avant de fuir le lit coniugal et de
divorcer.. Les comportements abusifs
d'Oudai envers la gent féminine sont de
notoriété nationale, si bien que cet inci-
dent n'altère en rien la relation entre les
deux beaux-pères.

Plusieurs membres du clan des Douri
bénéficient d'ascensions spectaculaires
au sein de I'élite rég¡ante, Un cousin d'Ez-
zat, SaberAbdel Aziz HusseinAl-Douri, est
ainsi nommé commandant des redouta-
bles services de renseignement militaire
(lstikhbarat) durant la guerre lran-Irak
(r98o-t988). couverneur de Bagdâd en
zoo3, iI est arrêté, jugé et condamné à

r5ans de prison. DepuisledépartdesAmé-
ricains, il croupit là où Saddam Hussein a
été pendu, à Khadimiyq, la forteresse des
renseignements militaires de l'ancien régi-
me qui servait alors de centre de torture
pour les opposants, notamment chiites.

D'autres cousins du clan Douri ont été
nommés par Saddam Hussein ambassa-
deurs ou officiers des sewices de renseigne-
ment.Tous sontissus de la confrérie soufie
Nakshabandi, puissante dans les régions
de Kirkouk et de Mcissoul. Saddam Hus-
sein a-t-il essayé de s'attachercette minori-
té pour mieux Ia contrôler, selon une stra-
tégie éprouvée ? La traditiondu secret, per-
pétuée dansles cercles nakshabandi, confè-
redes atouts powles services derenseigne-
ment. Outre cette < awa I de mystèreéma-
nant de cette appartenance soufie, le physi-
que atypiqued'E2zat Ibrahim Al-Douti atti-
se la superstition populaire. Il a le pgil
roux, sur son crâne dégarni jusqu'à sa

< le Rouge r parles lrakiens, il arboreentou-
te saison un teint albinos et des uniformes
qui ont toujours l'air de flotter sur lui.

i
(
des, dont l'attaque chimique sur la ville
d'Halabja qui faii plús de 5 óoo victimes le
16mars 1988. Etiqueté criminel de guerre
par plusieurs organisations des drõits de
l'homme, celles-ci vont réclamer son arres-
tatior¡ une dizaine d'années plus tard, en
t999, alors que l'homme est hospitalisé à
Vienne. Mais les autorités autrichiennes
le laissent repartir sans tracas.

<Ezzat le Rouge u multiplie également
les alliances âvecles baasistesde Syrie, diri-
gés à l'époque parHafez Al-Assad.Dans les
années rggo,la presse lui prête des rela-
tions
derni
en i9
d'hiri
ne et cqmmandaht du 4"bataillon, å la
réputation féroce. De sources améric.ai-
nes, les trois hommes se sont livré, durant
des années, à un juteux trafic de pétrole.
De cette époque daterait I'immense fortu-
ne de Douri, utilisée depuis pour financer
l'insurrection en Irak et s'assurer de puis-

sants.protecteuis dans la région.
Après l'exécution de Saddam Hussein,

Ezzat Ibrahim Al-Douri devient le patron
officiel du Baas irakien. Il regroupe alors la
majorité de ses troupes sous la bannière
de l'<Armée de la voie.du Nakshabandi >,

un nom paradoxal car cette formation
guerrière se revendique d'un courant sou-
fi théoriquement pacifiste. Cet ovni ira-
kien réaliSe en fait le syncrétisme des
deux identités - nakshabandi et baasiste-
d'Ezzat lbrahim A-Douri, qui n'en est pas
à une contradiction près. Les Nakshaban-
di, dont les fondateurs seraient, selon
leurs adeptes, les compagnons duprophè-
te ainsi que le premier calife, sont considé-
rés comme des apostats par les sunnites
radicaux,tels qu'Al-Qaida. Cela neles a pas
empêchés de mener des opérations com-
munes contre les Américains ou, aujour-
d'hui, de faire le coup de feu avec I'EIIL.

M
vitables.

L'homme n'a pas l'air en si mauvîlie santé.

Al'heure où les événements s'entrecho-
quent et où s'esquissent des alliances inat-

rait que, aux yeux de Bagdad et des AmérÈ
cains, Ezzat Ibrahim Al-Douri se mette à
incarner une carte inattendue. Celle du
joker.t

d lrak: l"r_ dóplacós turkmène¡ ch¡ite¡ coincó3entre les insurgés et Ie Kurdl¡tin ---

A.Khazar (lra kl, 2 luite|d 201 1 (AFPI

DES DlZAlt{ES DE famlllet tyant conquire par lorjlhadides sunnåho d¡n¡ lo nod do gr Ojnr te lua au
payr mair æ ctrouvcnt coincó¡ cnt¡e lc

Cæ familles de. Tal Abç ænquÌise par dæ irnuqés sunnibs bul æmme d'impoíanB
sectut¡n du¡od et rbueet du pays, se sonl dans un pnmier remps rétugiéæ ¿anå ri viire

P.*,lt dq Sinjar avant de gagner dæ campo aur abods de'la reËn autonome d;
Kudisbn irakien.

Faute d'ête panainées par un ésídent de ra @ion, æs famiiles ne peuvent pæ @nêrrer
au Kurdiebn, ni nême accéder à I'aéroport d,Erôil.

-E!pour 
gagrer læ dgiors à maþñÉ-driites dans le sud du pays, nobblement plus stable,

il faudrait emprunbr des mubs æntólées par læ insurgés áe I'Eøt i#mque if t).

"A nofre anivée dam de la noumfure, mab nors ne roulors pæ
vivrc dam un æmp" m, qu¡ a tui TaÍAfar pour Sinjar avànfOã
s'inslallerdam un æ

"Nous.voulons a^llerdam le sud, pourtouverdu bavailel un logement meilleu/, aþute ø
père dô sept onfants. a

Kadhim Naqi, 64 ars et neuf enfanb, ræut emener sa famiile dam re sud parce qu,"ir nt a
pas de guene ni de ænllit (...) C,æt plus stable."

Envimn'|,2 m en hak ætÞ année
dont plusieum

De nombrcr¡x 
irru'és le 9 juin'

tourblæ quidi n' awc un sbü¡t de

|rytp llollu uæéder å la rÉgion et se retouwnt dans dss camtr prochos du posb de
æntdle d Al-Khaæ6 sur la principale oute reliant les zones ara¡es àu not oe t'r,"r, ãiÈrdrr.

adh mab en tabsence de Dulos

,#ffii:de 
rcsbr a rc@nnu

Amæsty I de IEI vhaientspéciftræ iþs, Shabaks,
Yézidis et

Læ aubdtrh du Kudhbn i¡akien "od.l'obligalion d'aubrberles civils ird<iem qui d¡e¡chenl
à éöapper aux æmbab à enher ou à taniiÞr par leur fenif¡¡e;, å ¡mOU dn€s,y. 

- - -
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(Lrlrak es
scindé en

t économiquement
trolS)>

o

www.lefigaro.fr
Par Adrien Jaulmes
3 iuillet 2014

INTERVIEW - Emmanuel de Dinechin,
associé-fondateur d'Altai Consulting, cabi-
net travaillant depuis 2008 en Irak pour de
grands groupes irakiens et internationaux,
répond aux questions du Figaro.

Les renuersements d'alliances en cours aujour-
d'hui au Moyan-Oriant ont d'importøntes con-
séqumces économiques. Qu'il s'agisse de la
réintégrøtion plus ou moins rapide de l'lran
dans I'économíe internationale ou ile Ia fn du
partenariøt <à Ia uie, à la mort> entre Riyad et
Washington, Ia donne ua chønger dans tous les

secteurs, et pas uniquement celui ilu pétrole.
Emmanuel de Dinechin, associé-fondateur
d' Altai Consulting, cabinet trauaíllant depuis
2008 en lrak pour de granils groupes irøkiens et
internationaux, repond aux questions du Figaro.

LE FTGARO. - QUELLES SONT LES
coNsÉeunxcrs ÉcoxorureuEs
INTERNATIONALES DE LA CRISE
IRAKIENNE?

Emmanuel de Dinechin. - L'un des aspects
les plus frappants du récent blitzkrieg de
l'État islamique (ex-EIIL) à la mi-juin, c'est
qu'il n'a eu pratiquement aucune con-
séquence sur le prix du baril de brut, qui n'a
augmenté que très légèrement. Il y a dix ou
vingt ans, un tel séisme politique aurait fait
s'envoler le cours de l'or noir. Aujourd'hui,
les marchés sont plus nuancés et plus fins
dans leur compréhension de la région: ils
savent que les principaux champs pétro-
lifères irakiens se trouvent dans le sud du
pays, en zone chiite, et qu'il y a peu de
risques qu'ils tombent aux mains de l'EI.

Certes, les djihadistes peuvent saboter les
oléoducs, et l'ont déjà fait, puisque celui
vers la Turquie ne fonctionne plus depuis
début mars, par exemple, mais cela n'a plus
aujourd'hui qu'un impact mineur sur les
volumes mondiaux. L'absence de réaction
brutale des marchés reflète aussi en creux le
faible poids économique de I'Irak aujour-
d'hui, et son faible poids dans la production
mondiale de pétrole (environ 4 %).

En fin de compte, les problèmes de capacité
et d'engorgement du terminal pétrolier de
Bassora sont bien plus préoccupants pour
les acteurs pétroliers que ne le sont les
actions de l'EI.

EN EST-IL DE MÊME POUR L'IRAK?

Les conséquences sont beaucoup plus
graves pour l'économie irakienne. D'abord,
parce que le pays est aujourd'hui partition-
né de facto en trois zones quasi étanches
d'un point de vue logistique et économique.
Je dis "quasi étanches" car il existe encore
des chauffeurs de poids lourds suffisam-
ment courageux pour essayer de contourner
les lignes de front, essentiellement par le
flanc est du pays, et relier le Kurdistan au
sud de I'Irak. Cette paralysie des flux
asphyxie un grand nombre d'entreprises
dont le modèle économique, pour vendre
leurs produits finis ou se fournir en
matières premières, nécessitait un accès à
tout le pays.

Ensuite parce que I'incertitude sur l'avenir
de I'Irak est telle que toutes les entreprises
ou presque gèlent leurs projets d'investisse-
ment dans I'attente d'y voir plus clair: la
stratégie n'est pas la même si le "terrain de
jeu> est un pays de 30 millions d'habitants
ou trois <pays> comptant respectivement 5,
7 et L8 millions de personnes, et qui seraient
très probablement en conflit les uns avec les
autres.

Enfin, à très court terme, les combats autour
de la plus grande raffinerie du pays, celle de
Baiji, entraîne une pénurie d'essence dans
tout I'Irak. Les stations-service ferment les
unes après les autres, et les rares qui restent
ouvertes sont prises d'assaut. Au Kurdistan
par exemple, les gens font littéralement la
queue la journée entière, et ce en dépit de
mesures restrictives prises par les autorités
kurdes pour éviter les phénomènes de
stockage. Dans un pays où une partie de
l'électricité est fournie par des générateurs
fonctionnant au fuel, cette pénurie d'essence
est particulièrement douloureuse, de sur-
croît en été. Elle contribue à ralentir I'ensem-
ble de I'activité économique.

UN KURDISTAN INDÉPENDANT
SERATT-rL ÉCONOilATQUEMENT
VIABLE?

L'indépendance prochaine du Kurdistan
irakien ne fait plus beaucoup de doute pour
les Kurdes: c'est même le principal sujet de
conversation dans les rues d'Erbil ou de
Souleimaniya. Elle ne fait plus beaucoup de
doute non plus pour un grand nombre d'ob-
servateurs de la région tant les astres sem-
blent parfaitement alignés pour que
Massoud Barzani enclenche la mécanique
qui aboutira à l'indépendance (référendum,

Emmanuel ile Dinechin trøaaille comme
consultant en lrak depuis 2008.

résultat écrasant en faveur de I'indépen-
dance, demande de reconnaissance interna-
tionale, etc.).

Mais la grande question reste celle de
l'avenir économique pour le Kurdistan
irakien. Il y a encore cinq ans, cet avenir
aurait paru bien sombre, tant un hypothé-
tique Kurdistan indépendant, sans
ressources naturelles significatives ni accès
à la mer, aurait eu du mal à tirer son épingle
du jeu dans l'économie mondiale.

Aujourd'hui la situation est bien différente:
des champs d'hydrocarbures de première
catégorie ont été trouvés au Kurdistan,
comme celui de Tawke, au nord-ouest, et
sont déjà exploités activement. Afin de s'af-
franchir de la dépendance de Bagdad pour
I'exportation, les Kurdes ont inauguré à la
fin de I'année dernière un oléoduc traver-
sant la Turquie. Le mois dernier, le premier
tanker de pétrole "kurde, a quitté le port de
Ceyhan, suscitant la colère impuissante du
gouvernement Maliki.

Par ailleurs, le gouvernement régional
kurde a fait preuve d'une grande intelli-
gence dans sa compréhension des enjeux de
l'économie mondialisée: en quelques
années, la zone est devenue I'un des
endroits les plus dynamiques et les plus
attractifs pour les entreprises étrangères.
L'environnement y est l'un des plus favor-
ables de tout le Moyen-Orient pour les
affaires. Cela a contribué à attirer dans le
pays beaucoup de grandes entreprises. Pour
ne citer que des sociétés françaises: Orange,
Lafarge ou Carrefour ont tous les trois des
intérêts importants au Kurdistan. Certes, un
hypothétique Kurdistan indépendant
restera un petit marché, comptant entre 4 et
6 millions de personnes, selon que I'on
inclue ou non Kirkouk. Mais ce petit pays
gorgé de ressources/ bien ancré au voisin
turc, dirigé par un gouvernement moderne,
devrait être en mesure de continuer à se
développer vigoureusement. r
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Une terreur
les ex-officierS deS

o

en d'innombrables pefites uni-
tés d'une dizaine d'hommes,
mal ravitaillés, fatlgués et qui
ne disþosent souvent d'aucune
commoctité, comme de simples
toilettes.
Quand Daechpasse à I'attaque,
c'est la panique, Et cela, bien
que I'armée irakienne ait été
formée à renfort de milliards de
dollars par les Etats-Unis. En
reculant, elle laisse à disposi-
tion des rebelles son matériel:
à Mossoul, elle a ainsi aban-

donné sur le terrain
pour4à5millions
de dollars d'armes
et de munltions.
<En général,les ín-
surgésfont exploser
unevoírurepiégée ù
prcxímíté deleur at-
taque ce qui a pour

effet de disperserles soldats, ex-
plique un diplomate occiden-
tal. Rris, le s þus f urieux' arriv ent
dans leurs 4 " 4 en mitraillant
tout sur leur passage. C'estla
débandade. r, <<Les soldats étant
surtout chíites, ils ne sont pas
prêts non plus à mouñr pour dé -
þúte unpouce de territoire sun-

nite>>, ajoute-t-il. Pour Mah-
moud, responsable d'une
société de sécurité, la tactique
des insurgés estde <<harasser
les militairespar des opérations
menées par des petits groupes
qui préparent aínsila grande at -
taque>>. Quant à I'armée, <<son

morul est en dessous de zérc. Un
exemple ? Comme j' ai de s relo-
tions dans l'ørmée à cause de
monboulot, jereçoís de temps à.

auùe des appels d'officiersbasés
ou Sud, à Bassorc ou Ncssidya,
qui me demandent d'interyenir
quand, ils sont mutés au Nord.
Pour nepas qller sebattrer>.
Aucun doute pour lui, les opé-
rations de l'Etat islamique en
Irak et au Levant sont prépa-
rées par d'anciens officiers de
Saddam Hussein. Hosham Da-
vood, un anthropologuebasé à
Erbil, au Kurdistan irakien, est
plus précis r <<Elles sont organi-

e ar
o

Les anciens cadres
sunnites de I'armée
irakienne
aujourd'hui présents
au sein de I'EIIL
utilisent les attentats
et les exécutions

pouï
forcesles

sées par la garde republicaíne
spécíale>>, les forces d'élite de
I'ancien ral's, les seules à s'être
battues un peu lors de I'inva-
sion américaine. Après 2003,
certains de ces offÍciers avalent
déjà rejoint la rébellion sunnfte
d'alors..
Cr¡intc. La force des insurgés,
c'est aussl lew arsenal terro-
riste: voitures piégées, opéra-
tions kamikazes, assassinats...
D'ofr la cminte que I'attaque de
Bagdad soit précédée de dizai-
nes d'attentats, commÍs en
même temps pour affoler les
forces de sécurité. <<Possible,

maß cette stratégíe delaterreur
n'est pas &ídente ù mettre en
plcce, nuance le même diplo-
mate. Cela dit, Daech est déjà
dans la vílle. >> Comme le mon-
trcnt en effet des attentats quasi
quotidÍens. <Lo. ceínture de Ba-
gdad, comprend, ces quartiers ù.

for te prop ortion sunnite qtl p eu -
ymt souþnir l'øtancée des octté-
mistes, couper les ponts, détnhe
Ie réseau éIectrique>>, s'alarme
Hadji Salem.
Cette stmtégie de l'effroi, EIIL
I'assume comme une arme de
destruction massive avec la-
quelle il cible aussi bien les for-
ces de sécurité que les chiites
des régions à majorité sunnÍtes.
Non seulement il reconnaît
procéder à des exécutions mas-
sives mais il les exagère à des-
sein, comme en témoignent les
nombreuses vidéos qui exaltent
sa barbarie.
A cette terreq répond celle des
mÍlices chiites - Al-Badr, I'Ar=
mée du Mahdi, Asaib Ahl al-
Haq -, plus cachée et niée par
les autorités alors qu'elle est
accablante. Cette fois, elle vise
les sunnites. <<Nous n' en pou-
vons plus des exsctíons de ces
millces chíítes, quíconque rlrllus m
iléb arras sera, que ce s oit D ae ch
ou un outre grcupe, sera le bim-
yemt>>,lance un chauffeur de
taxf de la ville sunnite d'Abou
Ghraib, près de Bagdad. Llrak
est bien saisi dans l'étau d'une
double terreur.

JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
(à Bagdåd)

Une
macabre

très

/-\) de

I qui
\J or-
tes de Bagdad: la capacité de
I'Etat islamique en Irak et au
Levant (ftIt ou Daech, selon
I'acronyme en arabe) à terrori-
ser littéralement ses adversai-
res, dont la malheureuse armée
irakienne qui a abandonné sans
combaltre Mossoul, la seconde
ville du pays. Une stratégie de
I'efftoi, combinée avec I'extra-
ordinaire mobilité des groupes
motoiisés, la foudre des atta-
ques et urre anplyse des points
faibles de ses ennemis. Autant
d'éléments qui témoignent
que, derrière le pavillon noir
des islamistes, se cachent des
officiers de carrière rornpus au
combat.
.eConduito¡ >>. r<Il y a une me -
nace sérleuse sur Bagdad, re-
connaît Hadji Salem, un res-
ponsable de I'Armée du Mahdi,
milice chiite qui mobilíse ac-
tuellement des milliers de vo-
lontaires. Les extrémßtes es-
sayent d'encercler la vílle par
l'Est, d.epuís lø prwÍnce de
Diyalø, por le Nord, depuls celle
dz S alahe dilíne, par l' Oue st, de -
ptß Ramadí et, ù ptésent, par le
Sud, deyruß lo, localíté sunnite de
IourJ al-SaJdur. A chnqte þÍs, íIs
essayent de coupqles communí-
catíons, leslignes électriques et

même les conùtíïes d' eut., C};tef.

de la tribu Al-Khazraj et hom-
me d'affaires, Rafic Bandar ra-
conte par téléphone comment
une unité de Daech est venue
tester, il y a huitjours, les dé-
fenses de DouJail, petite ville à

majorité chüte située à 50 kilo-
mètres de Bagdad, lieu d'un
terrible massacre du temps de
Saddam Hussein après un at-
lentat raté contre lui : <<-llssont

arrívés avec síxvéhícules, solt
une trentaine d'hommes. Les
combats ont dwé de 7íIrcures à
ls tombée de la nuít. I-l srmée res
a rcpoussés øtec l' aide des trbw.
Pos de yictímes de notre côté
mqß les traces de sang rclevées

sur le nl laßsmt pmser qt'íls ont
eu des blessés. > Quatre jeunes
gens ont cependant été kidnap-
pés par les assaillants. <<Sans

douteles ont-ils tués ensuíte.>>

Panique. Principale faiblesse
de I'armée; elle est affectée
essentiellement à des opéra-
tions de police. Il lui revient de
tenir les centaines de barrages
qui maillent la capitale et les
faubourgs (environ 7 millions
d'habitants), tous les 50ó mè-
tres dans certaines avenues,
ce qui aggrave les exténuants
embouteillages. Pareil dans les
autres villes et sur les routes.
C¡éditée de 600000 hommes,
I'armée doit donc les disperser
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Ihe Kurdish moment is now
Many Kurds who have longed dreamt of independence are eager to vote. Others worry a
referendum could further destabilize the region.

I

Kurilish ptotestels ileploy a giant flag oftheir autonomous
Kurdistøn region dwing a demonsttøtion to claim for its
indepenilence on luly 3. AFP Photo

globalpost.corn gement.

Tailor Reaz Abdul Wahid agreed.
"The sooner the better, but I think
it will take some time. We have
been trlng for many years, so it

KIRKUK, Iraq - As lraqi Kurdish won't happen overnight," he said.

of freedom and independence.

The reaction internationally has ;
not been so welcoming.

Tbe US urged the Kurds to remain their own. In Turkey, the battle for
with the central government. independence has been long and
Maliki was highly unimpressed, bloody with few gains. The recent
accusing them of"exploiting" conflict in Syria gave Syrian Kurds
Iraq's precarious position as their first chance to seize control
government forces battle with the oftheir own lands and today, they
extremist militant group, the too stand on the brink of full inde-
Islamic State of lraq and the pendence.
Levant (ISIL). In lraq, Kurds gained semi-auto-
"This is rejected," he said in a press nomy with the supPort of the US
conference on the semi-autono- in r99r. Talk of full independence
mous region's push for indepen- has been frequent, but this is the
dence. first official move towaÍds a com-

led and oil-rich territory with him. But most Kurds believe their lea-

In an interview with the BBC. ore_ ders are capable of uniting under a

sident Barzani reinforced ¡ls uelier Kurdish state flag'

in the right to Kurdish indepen- "lt won't be easy as there are diffe-
dence. rent groups and different parties,

dum and it's a matter of months." The central lraqi government is
Ifthe referendum goes through, already dealing with the declara-
most Kurds say the answer will be tion of an Islamic State along its
an overwhelming "yes." northern and western borders.

Kurdish control. "l think it will
make even more problems for our
country."

Ismael agreed that independence
could further destabilize the cen-
tral government and may even
lead to further clashes, but he
remains adamant that the time is
right.
"This may be our only chance for
this, so we must take it," he said.

The most significant land gain for
the Kurds in this recent crisis is
the long disputed city of Kirkuk,
whose population is split between
Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen and
Christians, all of whom claim his-
torical ties to the oil rich city.

This new push for independence
has been met with mixed reactions
in this divided city.

Among the Kurds, everyone inter-
viewed for this article welcomed
Kurdish rule. Arabs and Turkmen
were split with some hopeful
Kirkuk could stabilize and pro-
gress ifunited with the prosperous
Kurdish region. Others, like
Ahmed Mohammed, an Arab store
owner, were adamantly opposed.

"The Kurds don't have the right to
decide our fate," he said.

Reaz Abdul Wahid, who lives in
the Kurdish region ofKirkuk, said
while he hoped for a peaceful
transfer to Kurdish rule, there is a
possibility of violent resistance.

"ln my opinion, the maiority will
oppose this. But making Kirkuk a

Kurdish area is necessary because
the Kurds have suffered so much
for so many years from the
Saddam region and the policies of

the new government," Wahid said,
adding he himself was one of
thousands of Kurds arrested and
tortured during the reign of
Saddam.

Harem Sazan, a Kirkuk landowner,
said he believed Kurdish rule
would bring stability and an eco-
nomic boom to the city.

"Within five years I tbink Kirkuk
could be like Erbil," he said, refer-
ring to the rapid economic expan-
sion of the Kurdish capital which
stands in stark contrast to the
instability and economic stagna-
tion that plagues much of lraq.

"lfno one opposes this take over it
will be a great thing for all of us -Kurd, Turkmen, Christian and
Arab," he said.

But as always, conspiracy theories
abound.

"Clearly the USA and Israel a¡e
behind this," said an engineer who
gave his name as Qutaiba. "How
could Bazani make this decision
without their support? We know
the peshmerga have their deals
with lsrael."

Dr Bassil says the Kurds will never
pull off such a bold move, with or
without international support. "lt's
all iust talk," he said.

As for the Kurdish claim over
Kirkuk he added: "They them-
selves know they are wrong in
making this claim. This city does
not belong to any one people. It
must be shared between all the
people who have a heritage here."

aaa
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Kurdish diplomat cool to
independence advocacy by fsrael

JERUSATEM I lutry- 4,2014 I ByDan Williams(Reuters!

A KURDISH DIPLOMAT has played down the significance of
Israeli advocacy of independence for her people, saying t.I.is
was not coordinated with the autonomous Kurdish govern-
ment in lraq and may be intended to serve Israel's interests.
While acknowledging that Israel had sway in Washington, which wants to
prevent a break-up of sectarian war-torn Iraq, Kurdish Regional
Government (KRG) envoy Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman suggested this was
potentially counter-balanced by the hostility that perceived Israeli allies
risked drawing in the Middle East.

"Israel has its friends and its enemies, so it can work both ways," she told
Reuters in a telephone interview from London, where she is based. "We
are not coordinating with Israel. We are not responsible for statements
made by other governments."

Since last week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has called
for formalizing Kurdish sovereignty and two other senior Israeli officials,
in meetinç with U.S. President Barack Obama and Secretary of State
John Kerry, described a Kurdish state in northern Iraq as a welcome fait
accompli.

Israeli experts saw in the Netanyahu govemment's advocacy an attempt
to build on discreet military and business ties with Kurds dating back to
the r96os in the face of shared Arab foes.

However, Abdul Rahman said such cooperation was in the past.

"There was a period - a short period - decades ago when there were rela-
tions. But it stopped," she said. "In terms ofanycovert reìationship - that
does not exist. In terms of a formal reìationship with Israel - that does
not exist."

Abdul Rahman said the KRG's foreign policy was that of Iraq, which
remains technically at war with Israel.
"Since the Iraqi govemment does not have relations with Israel, neither
do we," she said, adding this did not preclude the tens ofthousands of
Israelis of Kurdish descent from pursuing private commercial and other

contacts in Kurdistan.

NOMAGICSOLUTION
Yuval Steinitz, Israel's strategic affairs and intelligence minister, said on
Friday he knew of no communication between his government and the
KRG about prospective Kurdish independence.

Speaking to Reuters after retuming from talks in Washington this week,
Steinitz said Israel had no intention of challenging U.S. policy in Iraq -
though he doubted that it would succeed.

"We very much appreciate the American efforts, but the Iraqi situation is
incomparably diffìcult and complex, even for the global power. Not every
problem has a magic solution," he said.

Abdul Rahman would not be drawn on why Israel might be publicly dif-
fering with the United States about Iraq's Kurds.
"Generally speaking, govemments and political leaders put the interests
of their own country fust. These are statements that Israeli leaders are
making without any input from us," Abdul Rahman said.

The Obama administration has not directly addressed Israel's statements
about Kurdish independence. A U.S. diplomat in the region, speaking to
Reuters on condition of anonlnnity, said Israel's position on the Kurds
seemed to stem from it seeing them as a rare "pocket ofstability''among
menacing neighbors.

The KRG has seized on the Iraqi chaos to expand into oil-rich new terri-
tory but remains wary of declaring independence, fear{ul about possible

iffyå:. 
for fellow Kurds in Iran, rûrkey and Syria among other

"Ultimately it is not even up to the Kurdish leadership if we go indepen-
dent. It is up to the Kurdish people," Abdul Rahman said, noting the call
for a referendum on the matter by Masoud Barzani, president of Iraqi
Kurdistan.

"Of course we would want the world to welcome an independent
Kurdistan, but we are realistic and lsrow that for some it will be difficult
to accept at first. However, there are many who are sympathetic to the
idea of independence." o

INTT]RNATTONAI BUSINFsS'I'IM15 July 6,2014

Al-Sisi Says Independent
Kurdish State Would Be
Catastrophic For Iraq

I

By Marcy Kreitenn
July 6,2014

www.ibtimes.com

f,gyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi said
I iSunday an independent Kurdish region
would be "catastrophic" for Iraq.

"The referendum that the Kurds are asking
for now is in reality no more than the start of a

catastrophic division of Iraq into smaller rival
states," Egypt's MENA news agency quoted
Sisi as saying.

Iraqi Kurds, who number some 5 million,
have been in an autonomous region since the
1990s. As Sunni militants have moved across
northern Iraq and declared a caliphate inclu-
ding parts of Syria, Kurds have been consoli-
dating their territory, expanding it by as much

as 40 percent in recent weeks, Reuters repor-
ted. Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani asked
the regional parliament for a referendum on
independence Thursday.

The Associated Press reported Sunday
Iraq has yet to determine whether a video
released by Sunni militants is of Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi, who has been declared caliph of the
Islamic State. The video purports to depict Al-
Baghdadi, who has a $10 million U.S. bounty
on his head, delivering remarks at the Great
Mosque in Mosul.

AFP reported photographs from the area
around Mosul indicate the militants are des-
troying Shiite mosques and other buildings, as
well as Chaldean and Syrian Orthodox cathe-
drals. Some of the destroyed sites date back to
the 18th century. D

Islamic Støte militønts søy they høoe
ilestrcyeil 10 Shiite sites, including
AlQubba Husseiniyø tnosque in Mosul.
(oia Twittet)

I

t;. 
---_
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For Kurds,
statehood
remains just
out of reach

Kurdish region to T[rkey, which has
signed long-term energy agreements -deemed illegal by Baghdad and the
United States - worth billions of dol-
lars.

Additional drilling and the repair of a
major northern Iraqi pipeline that has
beenrepeatedlysabotaged could enable
Kurdistan to export a million barrels a
day, making it a world-class producer.

But so far, the Kurds have been un-
able to sell much of the oil that they have
managed to transport to the Türkish
port of Ceyhan, on the Mediterranean
coast, as buygrs have been scared offby
potential legal challenges,

At least four tankers, including the
one lingering off the coast of Morocco,
have been loaded with Kurdish oil at a
port in Türkey, but only one, oil industry
executives say, has found a buyer - an
unidentified Israeli entity.

Even before the current crisis, the
Unitecl States opposed the Kurds,ex-
porting their own oil, fearing that it
could lead to the breakup of lraq.

"U.S. policy has not changed,', said
Davicl Goldwyn, who was the State De-
partment's special envoy and coordina-
tor for international energy affairs in
the first Obama administration. Refer-
ring to the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment, he added, ',U.S. policy remains:
preserve the territorial integrity of lraq,
promote a political unity among 'the

three major factions, and oppose the
K.RG. flouting that unity by marketing
its oil over Baghdad's objections.,'

The call by Masoud Barzani, the re-
gion's president, for a referendum on in-
dependence hâs also found little sup-
port, backed only by Israel's leaders,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and President Shimon Peres.

"As soon as Barzani made that threat
and Netanyahu and Shimon peres
echoed that, you heard Tlrrkey say they
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ERBIL, IRAQ

Iraq fighting encourages
independence movement
but blocks export of oil

BYTIMARANGO
AND CLIFFORD KRAUSS

Gasoline stocks in the Kurdish legion
are running low, requiring rationing and
waiting for houls for a fill-up. Hundreds
of thousands of civil servants have gone
monthswithouta paycheck, since Bagh-
dad cut payments to the regional gov-
ernment in retaliation for its exporting
oil without permission.

At the same time, a tanker filled with
Kurdish oil has been stranded for more
than a month off the coast of Morocco,
prevented frorn unloading its lucrative
cargo because of pressure from United
States diplomats and threats by officials
in Baghdad that any buyer would face
legal challenges.

On the surface, these would seem to
be heady days for the Kurds, who ap-
pear closer than ever to attaining their
centuries-old dream oÌ statehood. With
Iraq's Shiite-dominated government
reeling before an assault by Islamic mil-
itants, the autonomous Kurdish region
has seized control of the oil-rich city of
Kirkuk and begun preparations for a
referendum on independence.

But that drive for statehood is
presenting a new set of problems. Un-
able either to sell its abundant oil sup-
plies abroad or refine them for its own
use, the region has seen its once-thriv-
ing economyhitthe skids. In an uncer-
tain security environment, Kurdish sol-
diers are fighting, and dying, to protect
its new borders.

With a population that sprawls across
four nations - T[rkey, Syria, Iraq and
Iran - the Kurds have historically been
stymied in their quest for statehood by
the conflicting needs and desires of
these parent states, and before them the
Ottoman Empire.

The only country in the Middle East
that has rallied to the Kurdish cause has
been Israel, which historically has had
close, albeit covert, ties to the Kurds,
seeing them as rare friends in a hostile
region, Yet in a part of the world that is
deeply antagonistic to Israel, that asso-
ciation is problematic.

s^FtN il^NtÊD/^CINCE rR^NCE pRESSn

Masoud Barzani,s call for a referendum
on independence has drawlr little support.

Powerfi¡l forces, and not just in Bagh-
dad, are lining up against Kurdish state-
hood. The United States, seeing a na-
tional unity government as the starting
point for dealing with the current crisis,
is pressuring the Kurds to remain a part
of Iraq. Even Tirrkey, an important eco-
nomic partner that has helped the
Kurds export some of their oil, is against
outright independence, fearing that it
would inflame separatist sentiments
among asubstantial Kurdish population
within its own borders.

In the end, though, even as the rise of
the Sunni extremist group the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria has accelèrated
the drive for Kurdish independence, the
Kurds' surest route to economic inde-
pendence and statehood is to export
their own oil. But to achieve that they
will have to overcome anumberof diplo-
matic and legal roadblocks.

Sitting on a sea of oil, the Kurds have
already attracted major investments
from energy giants like Exxon Mobil
and Chevron. Regional oil experts say
Kurdistan can now move 60,000 to
100,000 barrels a day of their own oil
through a new pipeline to Ttrrkey. Be-
fore that, oil had been trucked from the

I
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cars lining up for fuel in Kirkuk on Ttresday. so far, the Kurds have been unable to sell
much of the oil that they have managed to transport because of buyers' legal worries.
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do not want an independent state in
Kurdistan, and the United States saying
that as well," Mr. Goldwyn said. "So I
think the K.R.G.'S future lies in a strong
economic relationship with Türkey, and
if Tirrkey is opposed to independence,
then independence will not produce the
outcome they seek."

There are signs, howeveç that the ref-
erendum on independence may have
been a bargaining ploy. On Thursday,
top Kurdish officials yisited Washing-
ton, suggesting that they are still willing
to consider a political settlement that
would keep the region within a unified
Iraq in exchange for more autonomy
and more concessions on oil.

They alsocame hat in hand, acknowl-
edging the budget crisis they are facing,
not to mention the severe fuel short-
ages, "We need support and help,"
Fuad Hussein, Mr. Barzani's chief of
staff, said recently at an event in Wash-
ington hosted by the Washington Insti-

tute tor Near East Policy. "We're not re-
ceiving money from Baghdad anymore,
so we need financial resoùrces."

tle added that he thought the Obama
administration was reconsidering its
pglicy toward Kurdistan's increasing
demands for moreautonomy, if not out-
right sovereignty, "ïVe feel they are
ready to listen," he said.

So far, though, the administration has
been steadfast about preventing Iraq
from breakingup, though analysts say it
might be open to increased autonomy.

With Kurdish oil flowing through the
new pipeline to Tirrkey, though, some
analysts fear that the debate over inde-
pendence is in danger of being decided
by facts on the ground.

Months ago, American diplomats felt
they had put together a deal in which
the revenues would be held by the lraqi
central bank in an account in New York.
But that fell through because the Tbrks
insisted the money be put in an escrow
account in Halkbank, a Tt¡rkish state-

run bank that has been at the center of a
corruption scandal.

Whatever the eventual outcome, the
Kurdish region seems to be facing hard
times, at least until the immediate crisis
has passed, because few energy majors
are willing to invest heavily in the area
until.they are convinced rhe¡rwill have a
trouble-free way to market the oil.

"Oil companies are very wary about
touching what is considered a hot com-
modity," said Denise Natali, an expert
on Kurdish affairS at the National De-
fense University in lVashington. ,,These

kinds of small-scale exports can't add
up to meet their financial needs. The
Kurds don't have the pipeline, the stor-
age capacity, the political support orthe
legal recognition to assure large.scale,
consistent, risk-free exports."

Tim Arango reportedJrom Erbíl ane
I stanbul, ønd. Clifi ord Krq uss/r-om
Houston,

FightirsISIS
is priority
for Bughdad,

Ártcm¡ tion¡l ¡\'cu ll ork @inrcø JULY 3,2OI4

International supporters of Iraq, in-
cluding the United States, have criti-
cized Mr. Maliki, a Shüte, for failing to
form an inclusive government that
brings Sunni Arabs and Kurds onto its
side in the fight against the extremists.
The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, or
ISIS, and a range of Sunni-based allies
enjoy wide support in many Sunni
areas, and Kurdish leaders have taken
advantage of the Iraqi Army's disarray
to consolidate their hold over the auton-
omous Kurdistan region and seize con-
trol of the disputed city of Kirkuk.

"Politicians in Iraq need to realize
tiat it is no longer business as usual,,'
the top United Nations representàtive
here, Nickolay Mladenov, said on Tl¡es-
day, criticizing the political impasse.
And American officials have said that
major military support for Iraq will be
dependent on a neq inclusive govern-
ment being formed.

ButMr. Maliki appeared to reject that
reasoning.

"The battle today is the security
battle for the unity of Iraq," he said. ,.I
don't believe there is anything more im-
portant than mobilizing people to sup-
port the security situation. Other things
are important, but this is the priority,',

He said the political process would
not be able to proceed without a strong
military.

"We will move on in the political pro-
cess," he said, "but we have to focus on
the battle, which is on behalf of the
people."

Iraq's Sunni and Kurdish potiticians
have refused to accept Mr. Maliki as a
candidate for a third term, and the ma-
jority Shiite coalition was maneufrering
to determine his replacement. Both the
powerful Shüte marja, or council of
ayatollahs, and the American govern-
ment have shown little enthusiasm for
Mr. Maliki to rernain in power, although
hispartywon the mostvotes in theApril
30 elections.

"The Americans are putting the cart
before the horse," said Haider al-Abadi,
a prominent member of Mr. Maliki's
State of Law party. "Things on the

"The Americans àre putting
the cart before the horse."

ground are much more important. Solv-
ing them will help solve the political
problem for us. This is life or death."

He also said the United States govern-
ment had told Mr, Maliki that it would be
happy to work with him if he remained
inpower.

"Presidént Obama was upset about
leaks that his administration was not
háppy with Mr. Maliki," Mr. Abadi said.
"That's the message we're getting fiom
theAmericans."

Mr. Maliki's critics said his speech
was another indication of why he
needed tg be replaced.

"The political process has to be first,
and aþove all other issues, becausê it is
the only way to find a solution to all our
problems and defuse the whole crisis,"
said Thlal al-Zubaie, a Sunni member of
Parliament from Anbar Province. "This
is one of the prime minister's attempts
to consolidate his power and extend his
stay in office,"

Mr, Maliki's announcement of an am-
nesty, while broad-based, was directed
particularly at Sunni tribal leaders.
Their support against Qaeda militants
in 2008 was decisive in defeating them.

"I'm announcing an amnesty to all
tribes and all people involved in this.
There are no exceptions - for every-
one," he said. "I'm welcoming them to
join other tribes to fight ISIS. This is in
their interests, the interests of their
tribes and their sons."

But Mr. Maliki said those who had
blood on their hands would have to first
be forgiven by the families of their vic-
tims.

a

premrer says
BAGHDAD

Maliki offers amnesty
as critics urge him to
reach political settlement

BYRODNORDLAND

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, in
what appeared to be a rebuff to his inter-
national critics, said Wednesday that
finding a political settlement to the dif-
ferences between the country's factions
was not as important or urgent as fight-
ing extremist Sunni insurgents.

But in a conciliatory gesture, Mr. Ma.
liki also offered amnesty to anyone who
fought with or supported the insurgents.

In a speech broadcast on lraqiya, the
state television channel, Mr. Maliki also
acknowledged the emba¡rassment a day
earlier surrounding the efforts to form e
neu¡ government, which collapsed after
the new Parliament adjourned within
half an hour ofconvening.

"It was good to see people united and
showing up, despite the weaknesses we
saw and did not hope to see," Mr. Maliki
said. Kurdish and Shiite legislators ex-
changed insults, and the session ad-
journed for a week. "We hope the next
session we will overcome this by co-
operating together and being realistic,"
hesaid.
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Par KENDAL NEZAN
Þrésident de I'lnstitut kurde de Paris

La fédération, seulc
isstre auconflit

I itr¿I
| étape
l- entite
arabe sunnite: Etat islamique en Irak et au
Iævant (UIIL). lrscrite depuis longtemps d:4s
les esprits, la partition de l'Irak entre ses
tr ois communautés constitutives (sunnites,
chÌites et kurdes) se concrétise dans les faits.
Les Kurdes ont déjà leur propre gouverne-
ment, leur Parlement, leurs forces armées
(Peshmerga) et leur police. Les événements
récents ont conduit les autorités kurcles
à étendre leur contrôle à l'ensemble desterri-
toìres peuplés de Kurdesi y compris I'emblé-
matique province pétrolière de Kirkouk et
des villes chredennes de la plaine de Mossoril.
Le Kurdistan est donc devenu un Btat quasi
indépgndant, économiquement viable, poli-
tiquement stable et pro-occidental. I-iarabe
y est devenuune langue étrangère rnolns pra-
tiquée que I'anglais !

Les Arabes chütes, marginalisés et persécutés
sous la dictature cìe Saddam Hussein, ont pu,
pour la première fois, accéder au pouvoir
grâce à la démocratie Ínstaurée après I'inter-
vention américaine de 2003. Majoritaires
clans la population irakienne, ils gèrent
leurs affaires darn les provinces du sud, riches
en pétrole et pacifiées, et contrôlent aussi
le gouvernement central de Bagdad. Vain-
queurs après des siècles de domination,
ils auraient pu faire un usage modéré de leur
victoire et partaçr Ie pouvoil avec les repré-
sentants des communautés sunnite et kurcle.
Partage d'ailleurs prévu et codifié dans
la Constitution irakienne approuvée en 2005
par référendum par plus de 80% des élec-
teurs. lvlais engagé dans une politique de,
revanche, le Premier ministre chiite, Nouri
Maliki, dès Ie retrait des troupes américaines

lÆs chËes arai:n p faíe ûr r¡sagB
mdåé e kurviinúrc etprt4er
b panvoir nrcc bs s¡nni¡es et
les l(rufu. P¿rtâgÞ d'ailleusprfuu
dans h Cørstitrni¡n irekimrre.

en 2011, a refusé aux sunnites les. postes
ministériels qui leur revenaient conformé-
ment au pacte de gouvernement négoclé
en 2010. Il est contesté aussi dans le camp
chiite au point oir l'autorité religieuse
suprême, le grand ayatolleh Sistàni refuse,
depuis deux ans, de le recevoir. Cependanl,
arrcc lZ stèges sru 328 remportes auxélectiolls
parlementalres du 30 avril, son parti r€ste
une force politlque surtout à Bagdad.
Iæs Arabes sunnites, qüi représentent envl-
ron 17% de la populatlon, et qut ont dlrtgÉ
I'Irak depuis sa créatlon, avaient fini par
se résoudre à un partage de pouvoir. Après
la répresslonsanglante de leurs manifesta-
tions paciflques en faræw d'une réglon auùo-
nomesunnlte, lamlse à l'écartde leurs clirl-
geants, y comprls des'chefs de milices
Sahwa, mises e4 place par les Américàlns
pour combattre les jihâdistes di,Al'Qaeda¡

leur dissldence s'est radicallsée. C'est dans
ce contexte d'exaspération et de mffglnali-
sation que I'offensive d'EIIL a rencontré
unsuccès sifuþurant.
Iltertlèle l'Flll., qul cbntrrôle de part et d'auùe
de la frondè¡e syrienne un terrltolre vaste
comme laJordanie mais largement déser-
tique et dépourvu de ressou¡ces, peuplé d-e

6 milliôns d'Arabes sunnites, il y a aussi de
puissants protecteurs et financlers comme
I'Arabie Saouditei le KoweÏt et quelques
autres Etats régionaux mécontents du mini-
mallsme de la doctrine Obama, qui a laissé
champ llbre arur menées de I'Iranchü1g dans

I'eruemble du Proche-Orient. IIs re¡irochent
à Washington d'avoir retiré ses troupes sans

lalsser sur place une force résiduelle qul,
entre autres misslons, aurait pu assurer
Ia protectlon de I'espace aérlen lrakien et

empêcher.l'lran de I'utiliser à sa guise pour
ravitailler en armes et en combattants
son allié de Damas.
Le pourrissement de la situation en Syie rend
très clifflcile cl'éradiquer militairement I'EIIL,

eui v clispose cle vastes territoires et de res '

sources. Les jihadistes et leurs alliés
baasistes sont des nationalistes pana-
rabes, qui méprisent la démocratie
qr'ils consiclèrent comme un moyen
de diviser et d'affaiblir I'oumma
arabe. Ils ne se contenteront pas de
leu¡ actuel <Sunnistan>> dont Mossoul
pourrait être Ia capitale. Ils reven-

diquent la totalité de I'Irak arabe allant par-
fois jusqu'à prôner l'élimination des chiites
<<hérétiques et traÍtr?s au servíce de l'Iran>>.
Cependant, les chiites sont suffisamment
nombreux et riches pour défendre, avec
le soutien multiforme de I'Iran, leur <Chi-
istan> fune rdgion autonome chäte, ndlrJ ainsi
que Bagdacl oìr ils sont majoritaires.
Les Kurdes, qui ontjusqufici déployé beau-
coup d'efforts pour trouver un compromis de
partage de peuvoir entre ces communautés
en conflit et préserver l'unlté de I'Irak,
ont affilmé, à maintes reprises, qu'ils procla-
meraient leur indépendance en cas cle guene
civile entre Arabes sunnites et chiites.
Une guerre qui poulrait être bien plus dévas-
tatrice et bien plus déstabilisatrice que I'ac-
tuelle guerre cMle syrienne. A ceci pÈs que
I'lrak est I'un cles principaux producteurs
pétroliers du monde que Ìa communauté
internationale ne pourra pas laisser à son sort
comme une Somalie ou une Syr ie. Les chan-
celleries sont en alerte.
On peut aussi espérer que se trouvant au bord
du gouffre, les dirþants politiques irakiens,
dans unultime sursaut <<patriotique>>, flni-
rontpar tr'ouver un compromis reconnaissant
une large autonomie aux provinces arabes
sunnites prévue par la ConstÍtution, réglant
les litiges avec les Kurdes et mettant en pläce
un gouvernement de salut national, sans
le.triste monsieur Maliki, le fossoyeur de
I'lrak. Une telle solutionpolitique permet-
trait aux sunnites modérés de combattre
les extrérniites jihadistes, de. réinSérer
une bonpe partie des anciens baasistes et cle
pacifier progressivement leur région. IJIrak
éclaté en trois Égions féclérées pourrajt gar-
der son unité politique et,ses,frontÍères.
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' I:Irak ct
la déflagrction jihadistc

ParllOSllÂM
DÂWOD
Anthropologue
au CNRS basé
en lrak et
resþonsable
du programme
scientifique
Críses des
sociétés, crises
d'Etats à la

des sciences
de I'homme

Fondation Maison causes de la crise se trouve à l,intérieur

a situation explosiræ de llrak
s'eggrave très vite. La ligne
de front dèmeure mobile,
mQme du côté des Kurdes,
qui contrôlent de vastes
territoires qui étaient, hier
encore, qualiflés des <<mnes

disputéesr. Mais les Kurdes se trompent
s'ils pensent pouvoir rester en dehors
d'un conflit qui déborde peu à peu
même le cadre irakien. Si I'essentiel des

de I'Irak, les acteu¡s locauxse montrent
de plus enplus incapables d'yfaire face.
Les Etats Unis font face à un dilemme r

la politique d'Obama (s'ily en a une) est
contre-producdve ; en quittant prema-
turément I'Irak en 2011, en laissant
Ia Syrie devenir une nÍche de jlhadlstes,
en misant uniquement sw les islamistes
post-printemps arabes, ils ont favorisé
soit une situation chaotique, soit un
retour vers des régimes autoritaires.
Les Tlrrcs ont joué les apprentis sorclers
en s'entendant de facto avec les jiha-
distes en Syrle et en s,accommodant,
d'après plusieurs observateurs, sur
le terrain, du pétrole produit par I'EIIL
(Etat islamique en Irak et au Levant).
Le gouvernement d'Erdogan croyait
pouvoirJouer comme les eata¡is, qui
avaient passé'un marché impìicite avec
Ben Laden en lui accordant aide média-
tique et vlsibilité contre l,assurance que

leur pays ne serait pas attaqué. Or,
ce qui a marché pour Doha trouve ses
limites pourAnkara.
Une intervention éventuelle des Améri_

ramenés sur le chemin de la réconcilia_
tion. EtAl-Maliki, le premier ministre
chiite, n'aide pas à ce retour.
Rfen n'est exclu dès lors que tous
les protagonistes, régionaux et inter_

I'EIIL en SyrÍe, ainsi qu'une fermeté au

surtout convaincre qu'une intervention
contre les extrémistes jihadistes ira_
kiens de IEIIL ne signifie pas une hosti-

lité au monde sunnite, et moiru encore Bien entendu une multitude de petits
'unrééquilibragestratégiqueavecTéhé- groupes ont rejoint I'insurrection,
ran contre celui-là. comme cela s'était produit entre 2003
Sans doute I'EIIL joue-t-il un rôle et 2005, pour des raisons multiples,
essentiel dans I'avancée fulgurante des allant d'un rejet de leur margfnalisation
insurgés sururites, mais il est loin d'être à I'affirmation de leur dignité bafouée:
seul. Nous sommes face à une coordina- IJ explosion sunnite, que connaît tout

tion efficace sur le terrain lrakjusqu'à la porte de Bag-

suruneadhésionpassive conséquence d'une série

de la population sunnite, Iitiques' voire d'une mala-

tainement une aide logis itale de I'Etat et de I'armée,

certains pays de la réþ 2003 surunebaseconfes-

DepuÍszóoé,u¿irectlon Ì91?11:,^-,"
iratis¿e. f a plupart des . t qu'après une irakisation

aprèsAbou^Bakral-Bagh< ' nous soyons à la veille

"üãpi".ì"*¿ "ìfif"l, 
1", risation de I'Irak, autrement

sunnitesirakiensaguerris ntation du pays et du sol,

cienneGarderépublic ions à I'arme lourde (ar-

Htrsseln. Desgroupes d' trouvent à la fois entre les

resprusoumoins :,i:ä.tiãlåH:"::*::
mobilisés au sein de ce
désormaisra <srande iJåäTi"if":#ii¿,iï
itakienne>. La ré$onde
cience d,avoir grande 

" .rchiite>, ne þartagent pas

la formation de l,Etat mo bjectifs ni stratégies'

et à ra construction de son ère Ia profonde aliénation

cette seule région, 1000 sàl'égarddupouvoÍrchilte

dont 7000 offîciers,fais n peut comprendre' passé

l,ancienne armée de Sad remiers jours, les rais¡ns de

Seule une partie de ces h tt sururite sur I'EIIL et sur

recrutée pár b gouverne urgés' Seulement cette ad-

al-Maliki. Le reste a été ire np risque pas de trans

voire humilié, Même ceur ontière confessionnelle

vaient auseindel'armée /errons certainement pas
sur les positions des

jihadistes, ni l' Ínverse.

Iæ confft irakiel¡ ep!ès cehri de la Sl¡rie, sans un retour rapÍde

rtus¡edeporsserrriûetaÉgbnvtxir' 3:,i1T:",î:f jyno"-
r¡¡æ'srrlri' de rclþblæ chitã-ru¡rnne. ni,:åîiïfli¿l'åH

de nombreux foyers
reflétant les divlsiors relþleuses, ethni-

rapidement déserté Ie champ de
bataille, en contribuant pour beaucoup
à la grande débandade.
lArmée de la Naqshband
tenue et mobilisée par I'a zone d'attractionpour
président de Saddarn Huss limité de jihadistes venus

bo.wi, estl'autre;"*;* 'est déjà-le cas)'

tant du mo,r.r"meit insu tte base, le conflit irakien,

Historiquement, la Naqsh lSyrig, risquedepousser

une confrérie soufie en m la région vers une guerre

avec les salafistes puïs et te-sunnite. cela n'épar-
ment, dars le cas iràrien, ni rtains pays fragiles de la

Naqshbandis ne sont dé me ceux du Golfe'

ni lÌltt ne rassemble que d irakien, en cas de péren-

convaincus.. Dernier gra avancéejihadlste, neres-
les hommes des tribus õui t bri' Ce qu'on appelait les
jadis avec les Américains, . ées, entre les Kurdes et le

âbandonnés, voire chassés, al sow domination chüte,

vernement fédéral de Bagd vite des zones de conflit,
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voire de guerre. Ceux-là, en prenant le
contrôle de toute la partie abandonnée
par I'armée régulière, ont satisfait une
demande nationaliste mais, de ì'autre
côté, se sont e;<poses à un danger poten-
tiel i comment conüôler autant de terri-
toires lourds de conflits virtuels ? Les
zones disButées sont kurdes, mais que
faire des 40% à 45% d'Arabes, Ttr¡kmè-
nes, chrétiens et autres de Kirkouk, ou
encore des A¡abes et des minorités.de la
plaine de Nintve ou dunord de Diyala?
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Sur toutes ces questions, les Kurdes,
quoiqu'unis face aux jihadistes, sont
divisés vÍs-à-vis de Bagdad.
Iusqu'où cette défl agration risque-t-elld
de se propager? Sans un coup d'arrêt
ûanc et la reprise des initþtives, I'occu-
patÍon de Fallouja, Ninive, Tikrit, etc.
continuera pour embrasser toute lazone
sunnite, jusqu'aux portes de Bagdad;
D'ores et déjà, I'armée irakienne est
appelée à se restiucturer sérieusement.
La fidélité de ses chefs est ébranlée, et,

dans la foulée, ta crè¿ibilité même de
leur commandement. Les partis tradi-
tionnels sunnites ne sortiront pas
indemnes. Sans une initiative interna-
tionale avec une participation effective
des pays voisins de I'Irak, le pays restera
dans l'æil du cyclone, particulièrement
si I'espacé parcouru par les combattants
Jihadistes est maintenu dans son éten-
due, de la Syrie à I'Irak.

Dernlòrcr puålrtatrbn¡ l¡or¡¡ lo dû'rctrion)¡
rlq Constqnte "tribu", vstiotions orobo-
musulmonesu, Demopolis, Þaris zotS

lrak: les Kurdestentés
par I'independance

Profitant de I'avancée de I'EIIL, la région
autonome annonce llorganisation d'un référendum.

A près les gainsterrito-

A riaux, I'pffensivepo-
L I littque. Le président
du Kurdistart irakien, Mas-
soud Barzani, a demandé
jeudi à son Parlement d'or-
ganiser un référendum d'in-
clépendance. < Cela rcnþrcem
nbtre position et sera une arme
pußsante>>, a-t-il assuré, se-
lon un enregistrement pro-
duit par I'AFP. Barzanl
n'avait pas caché, lors d'une
interview donnée en début
de semaine, qu'iì comptait
profiter de l'offensive des ji-
ha<listes de I'Etat islamique
en.Irak et au Levant (EIIL),
lancée début juin, pourréac-
tÍver le processus d'une in-
dépendance reclamée depuis
des décennies.
Colonnc¡. Le 12 Juin, les
Kurdes irakiens ont récupéré
la ville de Kirkouk - riche en
réserves pétrolières - qu'ils
revendiquent comme capi-
tale. Ils n'ont pas eu à se bat-
tre, profitant simplement de
la fuite de I'armée, effrayée
par I'avancée des colonnes
de combattants de I'EIIL. Les
peshmer gas assurent depuis
le contrôle de la ville. Bar-
zani a affirmé qu'il n'était
pas question de revenir sur
cet état de fait, Ses propos
ont été condamnés par le
Premier ministre irakien
chiite, Nouri al-Malikt, qui a
rétorqué que personne
n'avait ole drcit d' qpbiter les

éyénements qui ont lieupour
imposer un faìt accompli>> .

Mais Al-Maliki n'a pas les
moyens cle forcer les Kurdes
à se retirer de Kirkouk, ni
même de modérer leurs re-
vendications d'autodétermi-
nation, Les pays occidentaux
estiment que c'est sa politi-
que sectaire et son rcfus de
prendle en compte les re-
vendications des sunnites
qui ont permis aux jihadistes
de s'allier avec des tribus et
des anciens ofticiers de I'ar-
mée de Saddam Hussein,

<<knonæn'eþùoit

sltuation acnßlle nécessite >>

un nouveau gouvernement,
prévenant que <<le temps
jouait conbe aac>>. <<Leshom-

me s p olitique s en lr ak doiv ent
rëalßør que fie pay sl n' est phn
dans une sltuation tarmale >>,

a aJouté I'envoyé de l'ONU
Nickolay Mladenov.
Trectation¡. Al-Mallki, à
qui I'on reproche également
la cléroute de I'armée Íace
aux avancées des jihadistes,
pourrait être contraint de re-
noncer à briguer un troÍ-
sième manclat. Les rtoms

de Hussein al
ChahrÍstani, nu-
méro 2 dugouver-
nement sortant,
Adel Abdel-Me-
hdÍ, ancien vice-
présiclent, et Ah-
medChalabi, an-

cien vice-Premier ministre,
cilculent pour le remplacer.
Ces tractations font le jeu de
I'Etat islamique et de ses al-
liés sunnites, qui contrôlent
toujours Mossoul, Ia
deuxÍème ville d'Irak, et
Tkrit, malgré la tentative cle

contre -offensive cles forces
irakiennes. Le chef du
groupe jihadiste, Abou Bakr
al-Baghdadi, vient d' appeler
les musulmans ,rcompé-
tents>, qu'ils soient méde-
cins ou militaires, à rejoindre
le <rcalíþt> qu'il ainstauÉ à
cheval sur la Syrie et I'Irak.

LUCMATHIEU

d' tesáfugfr$
Ëeupotrhqps

)>

Nouri al-M¡liki Þremier ministre irakien

rendant possible leur offen-
sÍve dans le Nord irakien.
Les Etats-Unis le pressent
désorJnais d'accepter de for-
mer un gouvernement
d'union nationale, dans le-
quel Kurdes et sunnites ré-
cupéreraient des postes clés.
Mais mercredi, la première
séance du Parlement issu du
scrutin du 30 avril, a tourné
au pugilat entre députés qui
s'insultaient tandis que
d'autres quittaient la salle.
Cette paralysie politique in-
quiète les Etats-Unis, qui ont
appelé les députés à former
<<ovec toute l'urgence que la
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un,åäf,ïiïi 5J,'$ ff åf:i ä,,..
Le 3 juillet, le président de la région autonome du Kurdistan d'Irak, Massoud Barlani, a fficiellement
demandé au Parlement de trouver une date pour le référendum sur l'indépendance. Une initiative qui ne
plaît pas aux Américains et aux Britanniques, qui souhaitent préserver I'unité de I'Irak.

Courrier international
Hamdam Mostafavi
4 juillet 2014

I I l.r Kurdes irakiens, dont la région est
déjà autonome, avancent vers la voie d'un

référendum et d'une séparation de I'lrak. Dans
ce but, le gouvernement d'Erbil s'est lancé
dans une vaste campagne diplomatique pour
défendre l'indépendance kurde", écrit le jour-
nal kurde irakien Rudaw, au lendemain de
l'annonce par le président de la région auto-
nome, Massoud Barzani, de l'organisation
prochaine d'une consultation de la population.
"Cela fait dix ans que nous attendons et [a
situation [de l'lrak] ne fait qu'empirer. Nous
devons penser à nous-mêmes et à notre ave-
nir", a-t-il déclaré devant les députés. "Nous
devons décider pour nous-mêmes et ne pas
laisser les autres le faire à notre place."

Le Kurdistan d'lrak est autonome depuis
les années 1990, un statut qui s'est renforcé
dans I'Etat irakien fédéral mis en place après
la chute de Saddam Hussein, en 2003. La
région possède son propre gouvernement et
ses propÍes institutions. Environ 5 millions de
Kurdes vivent dans cette région, sur les 28
millions de Kurdes disséminés sur quatre
pays (lrak, Iran, Turquie et Syrie).
L'offensive de I'EEIL [Etat islamique en Irak
et au Levantl sur le centre de l'lrak donne à
cette région prospère I'occasion de se séparer
du gouvernement de Bagdad, avec lequel les

) Massoud Børzøni arriae au
Parlement régional kurde, Ie 3 iuìllet
2074.

relations sont houleuses depuis dix ans,
notamment avec le Premier ministre chiite
Nouri AI-Malik. La zone pétrolifère de
Kirkouk, très disputée, a été récupérée par les
peshmergas (milices kurdes) après la déroute
de l'armée irakienne.

Pour le journal Rudalv, le contexte est
donc favorable à I'indépendance, surtout que
la région reste relativement protégée d'une
offensive militaire. En effet, "il est peu proba-
ble que les djihadistes de I'EEIL s'attaquent
prochainement à Ia puissante armée kurde.
Les sunnites de I'EEIL ont des différents
essentiellement avec le gouvernement de
Bagdad. Quand aux Kurdes, ils ne vont pas se

mettre à attaquer I'EEIL en dehors de leur ter-
ritoire kurde, sauf en cas de concessions
majeures de Al-Maliki. Et le gouvernement

de Bagdad, avec son armée disloquée et I'of-
fensive djihadiste, n'est absolument pas en
mesure de reprendre aux Kurdes Kirkouk et
les autres teritoires disputés."

De son côté, I'hebdomadaire Kurdish
Globe s'interroge sur "la volonté américaine
et britannique de préserver un Irak uni et fai-
ble dirigé par le pire des dirigeants. Pourquoi
ne préfèrent-ils pas que les Kurdes, les chiites
et les sunnites vivent en paix et indépendam-
ment chacun dans leur Etat ? Le secrétaire
d'Etat américain John Kerry et le représentant
britannique William Hague, tous les deux
venus en visite au Kurdistan, n'avaient pas
d'autres visions pour I'avenir que de préserver
un Etat irakien uni mais faible."

Aux Etats-Unis, le Christian Science
Monitor tente d'expliquer les réticences de
\il'ashington. "Le désir d'indépendance des
Kurdes, tout à fait compréhensible, révèle
néanmoins un dysfonctionnement majeur du
système politique irakien. Les Kurdes ont l9
7o des sièges au Parlement d'un pays dont ils
ne souhaitent plus faire partie. Or la présence
des Kurdes est indispensable à Nouri Al-
Maliki pour garder son gouvernement, car,
sans cette alliance, il ne possède pas Ia majo-
rité. Si les Kurdes continuent dans leur quête
d'indépendance, cela signifie que les modes
de gouvernance mis en place par les Etats-
Unis, y compris la constitution irakienne,
vont s'effondrer." a

Un Kurdistan irakien indépendant
serait tt catastrophique tt -Sissi

o6 zot4 / Yasmíne Søleh / REUTERS

¡ e président égrptien Abdel Fattah aI Sissi a déclaré dimanche
I:que la tenue d'un référendum sur I'indépendance du
Kurdistan irakien conduirait à un éclatement "catasbophique"
du pa¡a.

Iæs declarations du président du pays le plus peuplé du monde arabe reflè
tent la montée des craintes de voir les divisions actuelles aboutir à un ren-
forcement des islamistes qui ont proclamé un "califat" sur les territoires
qu'ils contrôlent en Irak et en Syrie.

"læ référendum que réclament aujourd'hui les Kurdes n'est en réaIité rien
d'autre que le début d'une division catastrophique de I'Irak en petits Etats
rivaux", a dit le president égyptien lorc d'une rencontre avec des jouma-
listes, selon des propos rapportes par I'agence de presse Mena.

Iæ président de la région autonome kurde d'trak, Massoud Barzani, a
demandé jeudi au parlement régional d'entamer les preparatifs d'un réfé-
rendum d'indépendance.

Les quelque cinq millions de Kurdes d'Irak, qui jouissent d'une large auto-
nomie de fait depuis le début des années r99o, ont étendu le territoire sous
leur contrôle de pres de 4ooÁ ces dernières semaines, en profitant du repli
de I'armée irakienne face aux combattants islamistes sunnites de I'Etat isla-
mique (ex-Etat islamique en Irak et au [ævant).

AMel Fattah al Sissi a declaré dimanche avoir mis en garde I'Europe et les
Etats-Unis contre les ambitions de I'ex-EIIL, qui concernent selon lui aussi
son pals.

"L'EIIL a un projet de prise de contrôle de l'Eg¡,pte", a-t-il dit. "J'ai mis en
garde les Etats-Unis et I'Europe contre toute foumiture d'aide et je leur ai
dit qu'ils sortiraient de Syrie pour viser I'Irak, puis la Jordanie, puis I'Arabie
saoudite."

Iæ president égyptien, ancien chef d'état-major de I'armee, a orchestré I'an
dernier la destitution de son prédecesseur, Mohamed Morsi, issu de la
confrérie islamiste des Frères musulmans. Cette demière a depuis été inter-
dite, les autorites la considérant comme une organisation terroriste. O
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Op-Ed

The Kurdis
state for t

[f.S. in Iraq
By Timothy William Waters
htÞ ://rvww.latimes.com
Jrlly 7, zot4

ll1his moment requires statesmans-
hip." That was Secretary of State

John F. Kerry - a man not known for
irony - in a meeting in late June with
Massoud Barzani, pnesident of lraq's
autonomous Kurdish region.
Appealing to Barzani's nonexistent
Iraqi patiotism, Kerry asked for the
Kurdistan leadership's help in fishting
Islamic militants overrunning nor-
thern Iraq, and pleaded for Kurds to
help form a new government in
Baghdad rather than seek indepen-
dence.

But what Kerry seems to have meant is, "This
moment requires provincialism," because
that is what the United States is asking the
Kurds to remain: a province of Iraq. The
Kurds aren't likely to listen - Barzani
announced a referendum on independence -
and the question now is: How should the U.S.
respond? Washington has long insisted on
Iraq's unity - "worship[ing] at the altar of a
unified yet unnatural Iraqi state," as foreign
policy analyst læslie Gelb has written. But
recognizing Kurdish independence would
advance American interests and better reflect
American values.

The Kurds have powerful moral claims to
statehood, claims denied after World War I,
when a Kurdish state first proposed under
Woodrow Wilson's principle of self-determi-
nation was instead divided among Turkey,
Syria and Iraq. Iraqi Kurds'decades ofsuffer-
ing under Baghdad - including Saddam
Hussein's genocidal gassing campaign - give
them grounds for exit now.
Stilì, despite calls over the years to recognize
Kurdish claims, there have long been hard-
nosed, geopolitical objections. But those con-
cerns always rested on a brittle reading of
realism and have now vanished.

First, there was fear of what Kurdish self-
determination might do to regional stability.
But ìMith the neighborhood in meltdown, the
neighbors are having second thoughts.
Turkey long opposed independence, fearing
radicalization of its large Kurdish population.
Officiall¡ Turkey still opposes independence,
but its response has been complex and muted
because Turkey has close ties with Kurdistan
and sees it as a stabilizing hedge against
Islamic militancy and Iraqi chaos.
The original promise of a Kurdish state, near-
ly a century ago, was an expression of
America's commitment to self-determination

for peoples longing to be tree. -

Iran has its own Kurds but also an ambiguous
attitude: It is likely to have considerable
influence in an independent Kurdistan and is
equally eager to stop the Sunni miìitants of
the Islamic State, formerly known as the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, who are
threatening the Shiite-dominated govern-
ment in Baghdad.

Then there was fear that independence would
destabilize Iraq. Reading the news, that hard-
ly seems like a compelling argument any-
more. Of course, things could Bet worse.
Some argue that partition would provoke
even more bloodshed - quite a claim, since
unified Iraq has set the bar pretty high. But
while partitioning Arab Iraq might provoke a
maelstrom, Kurdistan in effect has already
separated from Baghdad.

Independence carries risks, but there are no
options that don't. Objecting to recognition
because of the úsk utterly ignores the very
real and rising tide of bloodshed that our
present policy of a unified Iraq entails. It is
like objecting to the dangerous qualities of
the only exit before one hurtles off a cliff.

But the most compelling argument is the
realist one: Kurdish independence is happen-
ing and we don't have good alternatives, so
we might as well harness it to our interests.
The U.S. wants the Islamic State defeated.
But neither 3oo military advisors nor drones
nor bombing are going to turn the tide or
hold the ground. The Kurdish militia, the
peshmerga, is the only fighting force in Iraq
able to resist and roll back the militants.

But the Kurds don't have any incentive to
carry the fight to the Islamic State - they
have been beneficiaries of its success in Iraq,
which has allowed them to consolidate their
autonomy and seize oil-rich Kirkuk. If the
U.S. wants the Kurds' aid, we will need to give
them something.

Soliliets with the
Kurdish peshmet-
ga rclax in ø toom
at øn outpost on
the eilges of the
contested city of
Kirkuk in lraq.
(Spencer Platt I
Gelty lmøges)

So what kind of deal is Washington offering?
Help defeat the Islamic State and, in
exchange, please forgo independence and
join a new government for the dysfunctional
country you want to escape. Not a particular-
ly attractive offer.

Kurds see their moment for exit, and they are
unwilling to commit lives and treasure to
maintain an Iraqi state to which they feel only
the heary bonds of painful, past entangle-
ments. Americans should undestand that.
And we have something the Kurds do very
much want: recognition. So America should
be telling the Kurds: If you help defeat the
militants in the rest of lraq, we will recognize
your independence.

We shouldn't take countries apart for pleas-
ure, but neither should we insist on unþ
when states stop working for the people Ìiving
in them. The Kurds have long since lost faith
in lraq and are rapidly consolidating their
independence. We can resist that - scram-
bling to cobble together yet another dysfunc-
tional coalition, concocting ever-more fragile
federalisms - or accept the Kurds' desire and
align it with our interests and our values. The
original promise of a Kurdish state, nearly a
century ago, w¿rs an expression of America's
commitment to self-determination for peo-
ples longing to be free.

Kerry asked the Kurds to be statesmen.
Statesmanship is a quality we associate with
states. The Kurds have long wanted one; per-
haps now is the time. For that to happen
requires statesmanship - from us. <)

Timothy William Waters is a professor of
Iaw and associate director ofthe Centerfor

Co¡tstitutíonal Democracy at the Indiana
Uniuersíty Maurer School of Lau, and edi-
tor of "The Miloseuíc Trial - An Autopsy."
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Iraqi Kurds say will sue Baghdad if
it blocks oil sales
LONDON, Thu July 3, zor4
By Julia Payne and David Sheppard (Reuters)

O Letter threatens suit if Baghdad conti-
nues to hamper tr(RG e:çorts
O fraq's Supreme Federa Court blocks
injunction attempt
O KRG, Baghdad disagree over meaning
of court ruling

IRAQ'S AUTONOMOUS KURDISH region has hit back at
Baghdad over inde¡rendent oil ex¡rorts, a letter from the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) showed, threate-
ning to counter sue the cent'al goverrrment for Fying to
block its sales.

The strongly worded letter shows growing confidence from the Kurdish
capital Arbil in the long-running oil sales dispute, as Baghdad struggles to
regain control of swathes of territory lost to a Sunni Islamic militant insur-
gency.

The letter, addressed to Iraqi Oil Minister AMul Ikrim Luaibi from KRG
Natural Resource Minister Ashti Hawrami, said the Kurds would pursue
legal action by the middle of this month if Baghdad does not stop its "inter-
ference".

"(The) I(RG will bring civil, and where necessary, criminal proceedings
against your Ministry and any person, foreþ advisor, or any entity conspi-
ring with your Ministry in any form," Hawrami wrote, in the letter dated
June z9 and carried on a KRG website. He did not speciff a court for the
action.

The autonomous Kurdish region has been trying to establish greater finan-
cial independence from Baghdad by selling its own oil production directly
on intemational markets. It has largely been spared the violence affecting
much of Iraq.

Baghdad has cut the KRG's budget since January over the dispute, arguing
the sales are illegal, and has repeatedly threatened to sue any firm that
buys oil from the autonomous region.

But since the KRG took control of the northern oil hub of Kirkuk amid the

retreat of the Iraqi military from the
Islamic Stateled insurgency, the auto-
nomous region has been emboldened.

On Thursday, the president of Iraq's
Kurdish noth asked the region's parlia-
ment to prepare the way for a referen-
dum on its long-saught goal of indepen-
dence.

In the letter, Hawrami said Baghdad has
treated the zoo5 Iraqi constitution with
"contempt", arguing it was designed to allow the autonomous Kurdish
region to expoú its own oil.

'These actions of your Ministry are clearly politically motivated, hostile,
illegitimate, and without constitutional basis, and contrary to the funda-
mental interests ofthe people of Iraq," the letter said.

BAGHDAD SIIPR.EME COI]RT

The KRG has also been buoyed by a ruling by Iraqs Federal Supreme
Court, which denied Iraq's Oil Ministry request for a preliminary injunc-
tion against the KRG's exports.

Hawrami said this is evidence they are permitted to export their own oil
under the country's 2oo5 constitr,¡tion, though Baghdad has dismissed
their interpretation ofthe Supreme Court ruling.

'This Court decision requires you to ensure that your Ministry immediatd
desists from any further actions to directþ or indirectly interfere with the
K.G's export of crude oil," Hawrami said in the letter.

Iraq's oil ministry called the KRG's stance on the ruling "false and mislea-
ding" saying in a statement the court made "no ruling on the substance of
the case".

Tensions between the Kurdish regional capital Arbil and Baghdad have
increased since the start-up of a new KRG-controlled pipeline to the
Tirrkish port of Ceyhan in May.

The autonomous region has been exporting around rz5,ooo banels per
day to Ceyhan on the line, with plans to shortly double that number, but so
far it has struggled to sell some ofthe tankers as potential buyers come
under pressure from Baghdad.

Of the four tankers that have loaded the KRG's pipeline oil since May, only
one has successfully delivered into an Israeli port after executing a ship-to-
ship transfer in the Mediterranean. The buyer has not yet been revealed.

The KRG has denied selling oil to Israel. o

Jrly 6,2014
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de p e n de nt
A shategy to deal with the rapidly deteriorating sihration in kaq before we lose our influence in the region.

by Iim Hanson and Brad Patty
pjmedia.com
luly 6,2014

,¡f merica desperately needs a strategy to deal with the rapidly dete-
.ë\riorating situation in Iraq before we lose our influence in the
region. This stratery should be based on creating more stable politi-
cal structu¡es and should also require limited U.S, military involve-
ment.

A powerful first step would be to encourage, then endorse, a free and
independent Kurdish state. It can serve as an example of good gover-
nance that serves its people and also become an ally we can rely on in an
extremely volatile region.

It is reasonable to question whether such a state is politically possi-
ble. But amidst all the concem over the resurgence of violence in Iraq bet-
ween Sunni extremists and the largely Shia govemment, the Kurds have
created a new reality on the ground. Kurdish Peshmerga fortes now
occupy the oil center of Kirkuk after Iraqi military forces abandoned the
city. That completes their control of the northem oil fields and the pipe-
line shipping oil to Turkey. Although irregulars, the Peshmerga are the
most competent fighting forces in Iraq and they have a good chance of
holding their gains.

Another factor pointing to the potential viability of this new state is
the delivery of a million barrels of Kurdish oil to Israel by way of Turkey.
The Kurds recently signed a SGyear agreement to sell oil to the Turks, but
were involved in a bitter dispute with the Iraqi govemment, which +
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ã claims sole authority to sell oil. Baghdad's loss of sovereign control
of the regions outside the Shi'a heartlands leaves it unable to stop the
shipments, and the Kurds have proven they can deliver on their deal
with Turkey.

The arrangement with Turkey includes a major policy shift for the
govemment in Ankara, which had long opposed the idea of an indepen-
dent Kurdistan. Huseyin Celik a spokesman for dre Turkish Justice and
Development Party, told a Kurdish newspaper this month, "The Kurds
of Iraq can decide for themselves the name and type of the entity they are
living in." The Turkish goveriment has previously opposed a partitio-
ning of Iraq so this change, along with the oil deal, offers an unpreceden-
ted opportunity for the Kurds to make the move they have always wan-
ted and declare a free state.

rflhe more difficult question is whether the new Kurdish state should
I encompass all of what is commonly known as Kurdistan. That

includes not just the portions of Iraq they currently govem, but parts of
Turkey, Iran and Syria. It seems possible that Turkey has already resi-
gned itself to the idea and sees the Kurds as a ¡eliable trading partner

and a buffer from the chaos in Iraq. It is much less likely that Iran and
Syria would be so sanguine regarding the situation. But that is not a rea-
son to shy away from the greater Kurdistan solution. Neither of those
countries is acting in good faith with us on any number of issues and a

reminder that we can still act as the strong horse could actually help that.

The United States should encourage and back this declaration fully.
We should recognize the state and establish an embassy once it is made.
The trudr is that the U.S. has few legitimate allies in the region, but a

Kurdish free state would create one. We developed a large amount of
good will with them by enforcing no-fly zones that stopped Saddam
Hussein's genocidal attacks on their population. The Kurds welcomed
American forces during the Iraq war and provided some of the most
reliable forces that fought alongside us during that long conflict. U.S.

support for a Kurdish state could cement that relationship and provide
us with an actual partner and friend in the most volatile region in the
world. It would also provide a secure base from which we could operate
Special Forces or drone-strike missions to constrain the fighting in the
other parts of Iraq. i
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Disavowing Kurdish independence,
Turkey prepares for Kurdish enerry future

By MICHA,EL TANCHUM

Inly 8,2O14
www.ipost.com
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seems to have offìcially
disavowed any support for the
independence of the Kurdistan
Regional Government in lraq.

Turkey seems to have offìcially
disavowed any support for the
independence of the Kurdistan
Regional Government in lraq,
despite AK Party deputy chair-
man Hüseyin Çelik's June 28 com-
ments to The Financial Times to
the contrary. However, the KRG's
recent export of oil to Turkey's
Mediterranean oil port of Ceyhan,
which after transshipment
arrived in lsrael's Ashkelon porÇ
highlighted the economic benefit
to Turkey of a Kurdish political
entity in Iraq with sufficient
autonomy to market its energy
independent of the conshaints of
the lraqi central government in
Baghdad.

Indeed, Ankara's far-sighted
effort to become a leading energy
transportation hub includes a

new oil refinery on Turkey's
Aegean coast and the Trans-
Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline
that respectively can accommo-
date oil and natural gas from the
autonomous Kurdish region of
Iraq.

The new $5.6 billion STAR oil

refinery is being built at the
Petkim Petrochecmical Complex
about 50 km north ofthe Turkish
coastal city of lzmir. Petkim is the
largest petrochemicals manufac-
turer in Turkey and currently
accounts for approximately 30
percent of Turkey's market share
for refined petroleum products.

Petkim is aggressively seeking to
increase its market share by
replacing imported products with
its own products produced in
Turkey. The STAR refinery will
provide Petkim's plants with
feedstock fuel that will enable
Petkim to manufacture high value
petroleum products at a consider-
able cost reduction with the effect
of cutting down Turkey's depend-
ence on imported refined petrole-
um products, particularly in criti-
cal sectors such as diesel fuel and
jet fuel.

In addition to Azeri Light grade
and Russian Urals grade oil, the
STAR refinery is being construct-
ed with the capabiliry of refining
Kirkuk grade crude oil allowing
Petkim to manufacture high value
petroleum products from crude
oil imported from the KRG. Test
production of the refinery will
start in early 2077 and it is
expected to become operational
by2018.

The Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas

Pipeline (TANAP) also carries the
potential for an independent

Kurdish political entity to market
its natural gas resources to
Turkey and the EU.

The $10.5b. TANAP is being con-
structed by Azerbaijan's state oil
company SOCAR and its junior
partner the Turkish state-owned
oil and natural gas pipeline com-
pany BOTA$, which owns a 300/o

stake in the projecl

With an initial capacity of 16 bil-
lion cubic meters (bcm), TANAP
will initially receive gas from
Azerbaijan's Caspian Sea Shah
Deniz field and then transport the
gas across Turkey to the Turkish-
Greek border where it will link
with the Trans-Adriatic pipeline
(TAP) for delivery to the
European Union. Expected to be
fully operational by 2018, Turkey
will receive approximately 6 bcm
with the remaining 10 bcm
intended for the EU.

Once operational, the volume of
natural gas transported vÍa
TANAP is expected to increase by
one billion cubic meters per year.
Since Turkey's domestic natural
gas consumption has more than
tripled, jumping from 15 bcm in
2000 to 46 bcm in 2010, the gas

delivered via TANAP is of consid-
erable importance to the contin-
ued functioning of the Turkish
economy.

Additionall¡ the Turkish econo-
my stands to benefit substantially

from the lucrative transit rev-
enues received for gas transport-
ed to the EU across its territory.
Aside from natural gas from
Azerbaijan, TANAP also will be
able to transport natural gas from
the KRG should it be suffìciently
independent to sell its gas.

Experts estimate that the KRG
could export 10 bcm of natural
gas to Turkey as early as 2020.

With the countries of the Arab
Middle East embroiled in
unprecedented political turmoil
that is straining their relations
with Turkey, the AKP govern-
ment's deepening relationship
with the KRG constitutes a foreign
policy achievement with signifi-
cance for Turkey's long-term geo-
strategic position. Turkey's ambi-
tion to become a global energy
hub would benefitfrom a Kurdish
political entity sufficiently inde-
pendent to market its hydrocar-
bon energy resources via Turkey.

While the exact political relation-
ship between Turkey and an inde-
pendent Kurdish government is
yet to be determined, the infra-
structure of the economic rela-
tionship is being established. o
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Pour le chroniqueur Sahin Alpay,
on peut séparer l'électorat kurde
en deux groupes : les conserva-
teurs pro-AKP et les nationalistes
pro-HDP. Mais si un second tour
des présidentielles devait mettre
mettre face à face Erdogan et
lhsanoglu, les Kurdes choisiraient
le candidat qui leur apparaît
comme un moindre mal : Erdogan.

Par Redaction I 08 / juillet / 2014
SAHIN ALPAY

¡[ ux présidentielles du mois d'août, je votera¡
/-tpour Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu, candidat com-
mun des partis kémalistes CHP et MHP, tout
simplement parce que, contrairement à
Selahattin Demirtas, candidat du HDP, parti
pro-kurde, il peut recueillir plus de votes contre
le Premier ministre turc actuel, Erdogan, candi-
dat de I'AKP.

lhsanoglu est bien entendu un universi-
taire et diplomate respectable, mais il est très
improbable qu'¡l recue¡lle assez de votes pour
qu'Erdogan ne soit pas élu. La candidature
d'lhsanoglu pourrait, en effet, pousser certains
électeurs du CHP à s'abstenir de voter, car
pour eux, le profil idéologique de ce candidat
n'est pas adapté à leur ligne laïque. Même
dans ce cas, Erdogan pourrait ne pas être élu
au premier tour le '10 août, ma¡s il semble prêt
à remporter le second tour qui aura lieu deux
semaines plus tard.

Deux groupes de Kurdes : conserva-
teurs pro-AKP et nationallstes pro-HDP

J'ai passé le dernier week-end de juin à

*

Diyarbakir, principale ville du Kurdistan turc
que les Kurdes nomment Amed, et a¡ parlé
avec des représentants politiques et de la
société civile qui couvrent quasiment tout le
speclre politique de la région. Ce que je vou-
lais leur demander, ce n'est pas s'¡ls allaient ou
non voter pour Erdogan mais plutôt pour quelle
raison ils allaient le faire ?

ll existe, chez les Kurdes de Turquie, tout
un éventail de préférences politiques. D'un
côté, il y a ceux qui disent "Je ne suis pas
Turc, mais citoyen de Turquie", et de I'autre,
ceux qui disent "Ce n'est pas le problème
kurde, mais le problème du Kurdistan qui doit
être réglé".

ll y a ceux qui considèrent que le PKK est
seul garant de la libération des Kurdes de
Turqu¡e, alors que d'autres le voient comme le
principal obstacle. Malgré cela, on peut tou-
jours les séparer en deux groupes de même
taille, plus ou moins : d'un côté, les conserva-
teurs qui votent pour I'AKP et de l'autre, les
nationalistes qui votent pour le HDP, parti pro-
PKK.

<Le vote des Kurdes sera très certa¡ne'
ment favorable à Erdogan>

ll est hors de question pour les Kurdes
conservateurs de voter pour un autre candidat

qu'Erdogan. lls sont plutôt satisfaits que le déni
de l'identité kurde n'existe plus, que la paix
domine dans la région depuis maintenant un
an et que les conditions de vie se soient amé-
liorées sous le gouvernement de I'AKP lls
voient clairement I'autor¡tarisme d'Erdogan et
les allégations de conuption dans lesquelles
est impliqué son gouvernemenl et des mem-
bres de sa famille comme des questions
secondaires.

Les Kurdes conservateurs de la région et
d'ailleurs en Turquie choisiront donc Erdogan.
Si le HDP soutient que la course aux élections
se fera entre Erdogan et Selahattin Demirtas,
son leader et candidat à la présidentielle, cela
reste très peu probable. Des études indiquent
que si Erdogan ne gagne pas au premier tour,
la compétition au second tour se fera entre lui
et lhsanoglu.

Que va donc conse¡ller le HDP à ses élec-
teurs ? ll ne leur conseillera certainement pas
de voter pour Erdogan, à qui il ne fait pas
conf¡ance, ma¡s laissera ses électeurs décider
seuls, auquel cas leur vote sera certainement
favorable à Erdogan dont le gouvernement est
engagé dans des négociations de paix. avec le
leader emprisonné du PKK, Abdullah Ocalan.

En gros, si Erdogan ne remporte pas les
élections au premier tour, il est sûr de gagner
au second tour grâce aux votes des Kurdes de
Turqu¡e.

Pour les Kurdes, Erdogan apparaît
comme un molndre mal

On ne peut pas blâmer les Kurdes pour
cela. Pourquoi ceux-ci, dont I'identité a été
supprimée et qu¡ ont été sujets à une assimila-
tion forcée pendant des décennies par les gou-
vernements kémalistes, devraient-ils voter
pour le candidat des partis kémalistes ?

L'amère réalité, c'est que la Bépublique de
ïurquie a si mal traité les Kurdes qu'ils préfè-
rent aujourd'hui élire un Erdogan susceptible
de mener le pays dans la tourmente, simple-
ment parce qu'il apparaît comme le moindre
mal. Erdogan va donc très certainement être
élu prochain président de la Turquie, si ce n'est
au premier tour, au second tour.

ooD

Pour les Kurdes de Turqu¡e
ce sera Erdogan

,

f

d lrak: appet du HGR à
aider le Kurdistan, hôte
de m¡lliers de déplacés

Camp de rcfugiés Al.Khazar (lnk), 17 juillet 2014 (AFP)

LE HAUT COMMISSAIRE aux réfugiés de I'ONU (HCR) a pressé jeudi la commu.
nauté internationale de venir en aide au Kudistan irakien, dont il a salué la
"générosité" pour avoir accueilli des milliers de personnes ayant fui I'offensive
d'insurgés sunnites.

Antonio Gutenes a déclaré à la presse lors d'une visite dans le camp de déplacés d'Al-
Khazar qu'il était "touché par la générosité et la solidarité du gouvernement et du peu-
ple au Kurdistan en ces moments difficiles".

Le Haut commissahe, qui avait renænbé mercredi les dirþeants irakiens à Bagdad, a
pressé la communauté internationale d'apporter'une aide massive" pour les déplacés
irakiens et pour'aider le gouvernement et le peuple du Kurdistan",

Environ 2 millions de personnes ont été déplacées par les violences en lrak cette
année, dont plusieurs centaines de milliers depuis le début de l'ofiensive, le g juin, des

insurgés sunnites conduits par les jihadistes de I'Etat islamique, qui se sont emparés
de laqes pans de tenitohes en lrak.

Une bonne partie des déplaces de I'ofiensive qui ontfui Ia province de Ninive (nord)
se sont installés dans des camps proches du poste de contrôle d'Al-Khazaç sur la prin-
cipale route reliant les zones arabæ du nord de I'lrak à Erbil, la capitale de la region
autonome du Kurdistan.

M. Gutenes a rappelé que le Kurdistan, en grande partie épargné par les violences
qui touchent le ræte de I'lrak, avait déjà accueilli les réfugiés du conflit en Syrie, ren-
dant la situation d'autant plus difücile que le gouvernement æntral à Bagdad a stoppé
l'envoi à Erbil de sa part dans les revenus ¡Étoliers de I'Etat.

"Même sans ces ressources, le gouvernement et le peuple au Kurdistan ont pu

recevoir tous ces déplacés et partagé avec eux tout ce qu'ils ont", a ajouté le chef du
HCR,

Profìtant du retrait de I'armée irakienne face à I'avancée des insuçés sunnites, les
forces kurdes ont pris le 12,luin le contrôle de Kirkouk, un tenitoire disputé avec
Bagdad.

Massoud Barzani, le président du Kurdistan, avait lancé debut juillet un projet de
référendum d'indépendance, aþutant que le moment était venu d'organiser une telle
consultation, puisque I'lrak est dé¡à de facto divisé, en raison de l'ofiensive des
insurgés. o
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Dans K¡rkouk,
la Jérusalem kurde

Ln Mouoe diplomatíque - JUILLET 20 I 4

Les premiers bénéficiaires du chaos irakien pourraient

être les Kurdes : ils ont profité des combats pour s'emparer
de Kirkouk, qu'ils considèrent comme leur capitale historique.
Mais le rêve d'un Etat unifié est encore lointain, car ils ne
peuvent se maintenir à l'écart des soubresauts qui agitent
la région. Et, en lrak comme dans les pays avoisinants,
ils restent profondément divisés.

Pan n¡oTnE ¡NvoYú spÉcrtr-
Allax Kava¡- *

Au plus haut niveau, on évíte les dégâts", explique
un militant proche des insurgés. Cette situation
paradoxale a permis la satisfaction de la reven-
dicatlon essentielle du mouvemerìt kurde en lrak :

le contrôle de la ville et de la province de Kirkouk,
oJérusalem des Kurdeso dans le discours nationa-
liste. Y vivent d'importantes minoritésturkmènes et
arabes. Depuis 2005, leur sort éta¡t suspondu à
l'article 140 - jamais applíqué - de la Gonstitution
irakienne, qui prévoyait un recensement et la tenue
d'un référendum sur un éventuel rattachement au
Kurdislan autonome.

A Kirkouk, le retrait des forces irakiennes n'a
fait que confir4,çç la suprématie des Kurdes.
Dominant le conseil provincial depuls I'invasion
américaine de 2003, ils se sont approprié les
équipements militaires disponibles. lls exercent
dorénavant le monopole de la force et ne sont pas
prêts à le céder si on devait assister à une tentat¡ve
de retour de I'Etat cêntrâ|.

Ainsi se dlssipent les fictions jurldiques et instl-
tutlonnelles censées oqaniser le partage du pouvolr
entre Bagdad et Erbil, la capitale du gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan, dans I'lrak'Þost-Hussein (2),

Les Kurdes, qui s'étaient emparés par la foree en
2008 d'uno partie de l'lmmensè champ pétrolier de
Kirkouk, pourraient maintenant en jouir dans sa
totafité. M. Ashti Hawrami, leur minlstre des
rêssources naturelles, a annoncé, dans les jours
qui ont suivi le retrait irakien, la construction d'infra-
structures permettant de pomper le pétrole toujours
officiellement sous contrôle fédéral et de le mélanger
à celui produit sur le territoire du gouvernement
régional. L'exportation vers les marchés interna-
tionaux se ferait ensuite de manière autonome, en
passant par la Turquie. Le 21 juin 20'14 a eu lieu la
première livraison de brut produit au Kurdistan
irakien : il a été expédié depuis le port turc de
Ceyhan vers celui d'Ashkelon, en lsraë|. En positlon
de force, les Kurdes pounalent anacher à Bagdad,
dont la souveraineté sur I'ensemble du territoire
Irakien est toujours reconnue sur le plan
international, un accord favorable.

Par la voix de son premier mlnistrc, M. Nechirvan
Bazani, le gouvernement régional s'est prononcé
en faveur de la formation d'une zone arabe sunnite
autonome autour de Mossoul, Pour autant, on aurait
tort d'€n déduire que son renforcement en tant
qu'entité autonome exclut sa parlícipation au jeu
irakien. ll intògre un ensemble de dynamiques
politiques dont Bagdad reste I'un des pÖles, au même
titre qu'Ankara et Téhéran - en raison de I'influence
iranienne sur la classe politique chilte en lrak. Les
élites kurdes ont encore intérêt à Jouer de leur
influence au sein de I'Etat irakien, même dans un
environnement où les frontlères se brouillent et où
les acteurs - étatiques et non étatiques - qui entrent
dans l'équation se multiplient.

S uR la route qui mène de Kirkouk, ville tout
juste passée sous le contrôle des forces du
gouvernent régionaldu Kurdistan, à HaouidJa, localité
sunnite où flotte depuis quelques jours la bannière
de I'Etat islamique en lrak et au Levant (EllL), les
Jeep du convoi militaire kurde font brutalement
demi-tour. Le chauffeur du véhicule de tête a

dépassé sans s'en rendre compte le dernler polnt
de contôle kurde, roulant vers les positions adverses

situées à moins d'un kilomètre, avant de réaliser
son erreur.

C'est que la frontière est toute récente : les
bâtimenls de béton de I'ancien poste des forces de
sécurité irakiennes viennent de changer d'oc-
cupants. Ternies par le soleil et la poussière, les
couleurs de I'lrak fédéral sont encore visibles sur
un de leurs murs, mais les jeunes peshmergas (1) y
ont délà planté leur drapeau : celul du Kurdistan. A
quelques centaines de mètres, la route passe sous
un pont qui marque la limite à ne pas franchir : les
hommes' de I'EllL attendent de I'autre côté; Après
deux jours sans accrochage, nulle raison'de tenter
le diable, L'armement est légeq. Les hommes. au
repos. On ne se battra pas aujourd'hui.

" Nous sommes ici pour sécuriser les tenitoi¡es
kurdes déseftés par l'armée irakienne, pas pour
nous impliquer dans une guerre civile,, déclarø lø
général Sherko Fatlh, qui dirige les forces kurdes
stationnées dans la région. Echappant de fait à

l'autorité de Bagdad depuis la fin de la guerre du
Golfe (1990-'1991), et ayant oþtenu la reconnais-
sance constitutionnelle de son autonomie après la
chute de Saddam Hussein, le Kurdistan irakien voit
se réaliser ses aspirations territoriales historiques
avec l'effondrement, dans le nord du pays, d'un
Etat central dominé par des padis arabes chiítes.

Les forces armées irakiennes ont été dispersées
par I'offensive lancée sur Mossoul et sur les zones
de peuplement sunnite par l'alliance hétéroclite
d'islamistes, de nationalistes et de baasistes qui
avance dans le sillage de l'EllL. Elles ont laissé
denière elles lours bases, leurs armes, et un vide
sécuritaire que les peshmergas se sont empressés

i Journaliste.

de combler dans les ntenitoires disputéso. Depuis
2003, les principales formations politiques kurdes,
le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDlÇ et l'Union
patriotique du Kurdistan (UPl$, concurrengaient
I'Etat central sur cette bande de terre intermédiaire.

Le véritable front de la nouvelle guene d'lrak est
aillews : dans les villes conquises par la mouvance
sunnite de l'Elll. Ses combattants font face aux
mlliciens et aux volontaircs oui réDondent en masse
à I'appel au djihao tanceþäÞËáyâioilah All Al-Sistani,
la plus haute autorité chiite d'lrak. Dans les marges
de cette guerre confessionnelle, les Kurdos conso-
lident leurs acquis. Unå nouvelle frontlère de mille
cinquante kilomètres s'étend de laville de Khanakln,
proche des frontières de I'lran, aux zones kurdes
de Syrie, menacées par I'EllL et passées depuis
juillet 2012 sous le contrôle de la branche syrienne
du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKl$ turc, le
Parti de I'union démocratique (PYD).

Sur une diagonale qui fend I'lrak en deux de
nord-ouest en sud-est ¿siégflfie maintên3nt'run
chapelet de points de contrôle qui marquent la

nouvelle limite entre le Kurdistan et les zones
insurgées. Si des escarmouches se produisent
ponctuellement, on est loin d'une guerre totale. Pour
un ancien notable baaslste de Kirkouk qul a I'oreille
des groupes armés en présence, 

" leur adversaire
commun, I'Etat central chiite, n'existe plus dans le
nord de I'lrak : Kurdes at Arabes sunnites ont tout
intérêt à conseruer des relations de bon voisinage ".

EXPoRTER DU PÉrRoLE
EN PASSANT
PAR LA TURqUIE

La confessionnalisation à outrance de la scène
irakienne conduit ainsi à un comble : des natio-
nalistes arabes sunnites, quiforment une part impor-
tante des groupes ralliés à I'EllL, affirment la
nécessité d'une ceftaine entente avec les Kurdes,

"Des affrontements peuvent avoir lieu et faì¡e des
mofts, mais c'est parce que le mouvement sunnite
n'est ni unifié ni suffisamment contrôlé par æs chefs.

Trnarl.l.És
ENTRE ANKARA
rr TÉnÉnn¡r

En outre, les Kurdes irakiens ne forment pas une
entité cohérente dont I'action seralt déterminée par
un programme commun bien compris. Le pDK et
l'UPK,restent dans, une certain€r Íiêsr¡rddee partis-
Etats dotés de leurs tenitoircs, de leurs forces,armées;
ils poursuivent leurs intérôts þropr€s et entetiennent
des alliances parfois divergentes. Ainsi, le pDK domhe
le secteur des hydrocarbures, ce qui détømlne son
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alignement sur les positions diplomatlques d'Ankara,
du fait des ambitions de la Turquie dans le domaine
énergétique. L UPK, elle-même parcourue par de
puissantes divisions internes, entretient de meilleures
relations avec I'lran et, par ricochet, avec le PKK.
Celui-ci s'oppose à I'influence du PDK au Kurdistan
turc et su¡1out au Kurdistan syrien, qu'il tient à voir
rester sous la coupe de ses alliés locaux.

Bien que les responsables des deux bords
s'attachent à minimiser ces divergencos, le chaos
dans lequel est plongé I'lrak tend à les alimenter.

D'après le général Jabbar Yawar, secrétaire général

du ministère des peshmergas du gouvernement

régional dans le sud-est du Kurdistan irakien, I'UPK

domine et collabore en bonne intelligence avec

I'armée fédérale, encore positionnée sur quelques

dizaines de kilomètres avani la frontière iranienne.

Hégémonique dans le nord-ouest, le PDK, lui, est
plus enclin à trouver un langage commun avec
ceftaines composantes de la mouvance sunnite-
Par ailleurs, si Kirkouk, avec ses bases militaires et
ses ressources, se situe à la frontière de I'lrak arabe

et du Ku¡distan, elle se trouve également sur la ligne

de contact entre les zones d'influ€nco respectlves

de I'UPK et du PDK. Dominée par I'UPK depuis la

chute de l'ancien régime, elle redevient, après le

départ des troupes irakiennes, un obiet de rivalité

entre les deux prlncipales formations kurdes.

LA NOUVELLE
FRONTIÈRE N,EST PAS
UNE LIGNE SLAIRE

Cette tendance au morcelfement se trouve
encore renlorcée, dans les territoires anciennement
disputés à Bagdad, par la pluralité des populations.

Au clivage entre Kurdes, Turkmènes et Arabes
s'ajoutent des différences confessionnelles, ces

trois communautés étanttraversées par la ligne de
partage entre chiite et sunnites. Dans les interstices
du contrôle sécuritaire exercé - conjointement ou
séparément - par I'UPK et le PDK bourgeonnent
ainsi des milices fondées sur ces multiples manières
d'être "l'autre,'de quelqu'un. Elles agrègent, en
fonction de leurs affiliations, les membres des
anciennes forces de sécurité fédérales. Chacun de
ces grcupes armés trouve des alliés lointains contre
ses ennemis proches.

La nouvelle frontière du Kurdistan n'est donc
pas une ligne claire, mais une Zone composite et
dévastée, faite de po¡nts de contrôle, d'enclaves,
de poches où diverses autoriiés fondées en premier
lieu sur la force coopèrent, s'ignorent, se concur-
rencent, se combattent. A une dizaine de kilomètres
du centre de Kirkouk, où¡ la vie suit son cours
ordinaire dans le voisinage de la guerre, la loqalité
deTaza, peupléo de Turkmènes chiites, donne un
aperçu de cette réalité. Bechir, un village voisin,
également turkmène et chlite, a été pris il y a peu
par les membres de tribus sunnites installés par
le régime de Hussein en 1986, puis ohassés en
2003 par les habitants originels. Grâce à I'EllL, ils
ont trouvé l'occasion de reprendre possession des
terres et des biens de leurs voísins. Dans les rues
silencieuses de-laza circulent des jeunes gens
armés qui se rendent à la mosquée. Là, en uniforme
militaire, coifié de son turban religieux, le repré-
sentant local de l'ayatollah Al-Sistani appelle les
hommes au martyre pour la reconquête de Bechir.

Dans la cour, des membres grisonnants du
padi chiite Al-Daawa, anciennement exilés en lran,
dont ils sont revenus avec la coiffure et la barbe
des gardiens de la révolution. lls se préparent à
reioindre une réunion présídée par des comman-

dants de la milice Bad6 qui cootdonnent leur action
avec des milices chiites mises en place il y a six
mois par le gouvernement central. A quelques
kilomètres, un char sovÍétique et quelques blindés
récupérés en 2003 par les peshmergas de I'UPK
dans les casernes de Hussein, ainsi qu'une centaine
de combattants kurdes, se sont positionnés sur le

canal qui sépare Taza des forces sunnites. lls
contrôlent le pont qui mène de I'autre côté. Une
délégation du PKK de passage y a accroché un

drapeau à I'effigie de son chef, M. Abdullah Öcahn,
emprisonné en Turquie.

Plus loin, au bord de cette voie d'eau d'une
dizaine de mòtres de large, une tente du Haut-
Commissariat des Nations unies pour les réfugiés
abrite du soleil une dízaine d'adolescents en armes,
sous un drapeau à la gloire d'Ali (3). Un jeune homme
qui n'avait pas 1 0 ans en 2003 porte en bandoulière
un kalachnikov modifié pour ressembler à un fusll

d'assaut américain. Vêtu d'un treillis milltaire et d,un
maillot de contrefagon de I'Olympique lyonnais, il se
fait prendre en photo avec un policier déserteur qui
a Épondu à I'appelaux ames de I'ayatollah Al-Sistani,
tandis qu'au loin quelques coups de feu fusent vers
une cible inconnue.

Altr¡.¡ KavaL.

(l) Lìltéralement < ceux qui vont au.devaüt de la mortD : nom des
memb¡cs tles forces annés du Ku¡distu ir¿kien hérilé des anrécs
de guérìlla conhe I'Etat cenhal.

(2) Lire Vicken Cheterian, < Chance historique pour les Kurdes r,
Le Moncle diplonttiq ue, maí 2013,

(3) Gendre du prophètc Mohammed, vénéé par les chiites.

tE NOUVET OBSERVATEUR 3 JUIIIET 2OL4

EE

ARIIES
IIES1E

L'ofñensive victorleuse des diihadistes de l,Etat
lslamlque en lrak et au Levant (EllL) en trak
bouleverse aussi l'équlllbre des forces en Syrie, ll
étalt combattu jusque-là par les autres groupes
armés lnsurgés contre le réglme de Bachar aþAssa4
y compris par le Front Al-Nosla, branche locale
d'AþGlalda. Or, l'EllL, fort du trésor de guetre et des
armemonts nouveaux récupérés en lra( a ent?epras
de divlser le Front AI-Nosrâ et d,att¡rer å Iui une
bonne partie de ses combattants. Après avoir réduit
l'intenslté de ses opératlons mllltaires contre ses
livaux syrlens, pour concêntrer sgs fofces sur I'lräk et
mener des négoclations, l'EllL a remporté la semalne
dernlère un premier succès : å Boukamal, une locallté
frontallère de l'lrak, les combattants du Front

Mllltants de I'Etat islanrlqrre, à Mossoul le 23 iuln
AþNosra ont décidé de faire allégeance å l'EllL qui
venalt de plller les banques, le trésor public, les
postes de pollce, les casernes et les arsenaux de
la 2" d¡v¡slon lrakienne à Mossoul. Plusieurs
héllcoptères, de fabrlcation russe et américaine, avec
leur armement et leurs systèmes de communlcatlon
sera¡ent même tombés aux ma¡ns des assaillants, qui
ne semblent pas, pour le moment, être en mesure de
les utillser, A la constemation des responsables
américains, une partie du matériel milltalre moderne
- véhicules de combat Humvee, transports de
troupes blindés, camions, aÉillerie, missiles antichar
et même quelques chars - livré hler à I'lrak par le
Pentagone va se retrouvef en Syrle aux malns des
dJlhadlstes les plus fanât¡ques, que Washington ne
voula¡t à aucun prix armer... ne¡¡É elcx¡'t¡u¡¡
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f a Turquie, après avoir engagé rm pro-
l-lcessus de paix avec les Kurdes sur son
propre territoire, se résigne désomais à Ia
création d'rm Etat kr¡rde indépendant chez
son voisin irakien ravagé parlt guene. La
menace croissante des jihadistes à ses
portes a modifié la donne.

L'idée d'un Etat kurde independant était
atJpatavant dénoncée par Ankara qui crai-
gnait qu'elle ne débouche sur un Kurdistan
élargí englobant ses propres régions dont la
population est en majorité kurde. Mais la
Turquie a progressivement changé de posi-
tion pour nouer une nouvelle alliance avec
les Kurdes irakiens.

Rompant avec ses prédécesseun qui s'en
remettaient à I'armée alors toute puissante,
le premier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan a
engagê un processus de paix avec les rebelles
kurdes de Turquie et a promu des réformes
afin d'atténuer les discriminations contre les
Kurdes.

M. Erdogan espère aussi rallier des sou-
tiens au sein de la minorité kurde forte de
près de quinze millions d'habitants, dont la
plupart viennent des régions pauvres et dés-
héritées du sud-est.

<Soutenir l'intégrité territoriale de l'Irak
ne sert plus les intérêts de la Turquie. La
Turquie sait que l'Irak ne peut plus rester
uni,,, a souligné Bilgay Duman, un expert de
I'Irak au centre d'études stratégiques sur le
Moyen-Orient dont le siège est à Ankara.

MEILLEURALLIÉ
<Elle n'a pas de meilleur allié dans la

région que les Kurdes... Un Etat kurde indé-
pendant constituerait une zone tampon pour
contrer la menace islamiste>, a-t-il déclaÉ à
I'AFP.

son o

Les craintes d'Ankara se sont fortement
accrues lorsque les jihadistes sunnites se

sont emparés de larges pans de territoirc
dans le nord de I'Irak et ont proclamé un
<califat> chevauchant l'Irak et la Syrie, deux
pays voisins de la Turquie.

Prohtant de l'offensive des jihadistes, le
président du Kurdistan irakien Massoud
Barzani a demandé au parlement de la
région autonome d'organiser un réËrendum
d'indépendance, ouvrant ainsi la voie à un
éclatement de I'Irak.

Selon Bilgay Duman, la Turquie ne
craint plus que les velléités d'indépendance
des Kurdes irakiens débouchent sur la créa-
tion d'un grand Kurdistan, (parce qu'il n'y a
pas d'unité entre les Kurdes de la régionr.

Des déclarations récentes d'Huseyin
Celik, porte-parole du parti de la Justice et
du Développement (AKP) au pouvoir, au
quotidien nFinancial Timesr, laissent penser
qu'Ankara tolérerait un Etat kurde indépen-
dant dans le nord de I'Irak.

35 MILLIONS
De souche indo+uropéenne, les Kurdes

du Moyen-Orient sont en majorité des
musulmans sunnites et leur nombre est éva-
lué entre 25 et 35 millions. Leur langue et
leur culture les differencient des Turcs, des
Persans et des Arabes. Ils sont, de ce fait,
ressentis comme une menace par les quatre
principaux pays où ils habitent, I'Iran, la
Syrie, I'Irak et la Turquie.

Mais les Kurdes turcs ont commencé à
se voir accorder des droits démocratiques
depuis I'arrivée au pouvoir de M. Erdogan il
y a onze ans. L'homme fort de la Turquie a
en outre invité le parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) à enga1et des pourparlers
pour mettre fin à un conflit qui a fait
quelque 45'000 morts.

Le gouvernement a proposé la semaine
dernière des réformes pour remettre sur les

es
osition à
irakiens

rails les pourparlers bloqués avec le PKK.
Ce dernier avait pris les armes en 1984 dans
le but de créer un Etat kurde indépendant,
mais a depuis revu à la baisse ses ambitions
en réclamant une plus grande autonomie
pour les Kurdes.

<La Turquie est aussi très différente de
l'Irak, ne serait-ce que parce que I'AKP au
pouvoir contrôle près de la moitié des voix
des représentants kurdes, y compris dans le
sud-est à majorité kurde, et parce que près
de la moitié des Kurdes de Turquie proba-
blement vit dans I'ouest du pays>, a estimé
Hugh Pope de I'organisation de prévention
des conflits International Crisis Group.

COMMERCE
(Il y a toutes les chances pour qu'un pro-

gramme démocratique judicieux accordant
une certaine décentralisation ordonnée à
I'ensemble du pays permette de maintenir
I'intégrité et la prosperité de la Turquie>,
ajoute-t-il.

La Turquie a également établi de solides
relations commerciales avec le Kurdistan
irakien depuis quelques années, une raison
supplémentaire pour laquelle Ankara ne
peut se permettre d'être aussi hostile que par
le passé à la création d'un Etat kurde indé-
pendant en lrak, selon les experts.

En mai, la Turquie a commencé à expor-
ter du pétrole du Kurdistan irakien vers les
marchés internationaux, s'attirant les fou-
dres du gouvernement central àBagdad.

M. <Erdogan ne peut pas se permettre de
se mettre à dos les Kurdes dans le nord de
l'lrak, parce qu'il a besoin d'eux pour leur
pétrole et les biens qu'il leur venór, estime
M. Duman. L'Irak est également devenu le
deuxième marché d'exportation pour la
Turquie, et représente 8% des ventes totales
turques. (AFP) E

Ankata tempère
un F;tat pour les

Le point d
la désag régation

e vue turc s
éventuelle de I'lrak

ur

http:/ / I rench. ruvr. ru
La Voix de la Russie / 8 juillet,22:.32

|'éhéran a réagi assez durement aux déclarations du leader du
I Kurdistan irakien Massoud Barzani sur I'inévitable désinté-

gration de I'lrak à la suite de < la politique incorrecte > du gou-
vernement irakien. Le vice-ministre des Affaires étrangères de
I'lran Hussein Amir Abdullahian a qualifié les plans de la scis-
sion de I'lrak de ( man(Euvre sioniste >. ll a déclaré que I'lran ne

tolérerait pas la désagrégation de !a république arabe. ll a noté
que l'avis de Téhéran et d'Ankara à ce sujet coïncidaient.

Mais que pense-t-on à Ankara au sujet des déclarations du diplo-
mate iranien haut placé ?

Le vice-directeur de I'lnstitut des recherches stratégiques internat¡o
nales, le docteur ès sciences politiques Kamer Kasrm déclare :

< Face à la grande probab¡l¡té de scission de I'lrak, les parties qui
pourraient en sortir cherchent à se procurer le soutien des ->
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Ð puissances régionales. Nous avons tous vu un certain groupe-
ment prendre sous son contrôle la moitié de l'lrak. C'est pourquoi,
la pos¡t¡on des pays voisins au sujet de I'apparition potentielle des
nouveaux quasi-Etats a une grande importance. Si I'lran déclare qu'il
ne tolérera pas la sc¡ssion en lrak, il est fort probable qu'en cas de
réalisation du scénario négatif, il y enverra ses forces armées. On
sait en plus que l'lran accorde une aide act¡ve au gouvernement ira-
kien.

Parlant de +manæuvre sioniste+, à mon avis, les dirigeants de I'lran
voulaient dire que I'lrak est un pays arabe, et lsraël est un Etat qu¡
cherche à affaiblir les Arabes L'lran déclare qu'il se prononce pour
I'intégrité de la république arabe. Et c'est pour cela que Téhéran
soutient Bagdad, au dire des autorités iraniennes.

Pour sa part, la Turquie soutient le principe de l'¡ntégrité terr¡tor¡ale
de tous les pays. C'est un principe de base de la politique étrangère
turque. ))

Et voilà ce que pense au sujet de la situation actuelle le consultant
du partie Saadet, chargé des affaires étrangères, ex-député du parle-
ment turc, et chef de la chaire des relations internat¡onales de I'uni-
versité Ufuk à Ankara, le docteur ès sciences politiques Oya
Akgönenç Muhisuddin.

( Le sort ultér¡eur de I'lrak est un problème grave pour tous les pays
voisins. Une scission subite de la république arabe créera des pro-
blèmes pour tous les Etats de la région, augmentant le risque de
prolifération du scénario irakien. Dans la région, il y aura une réac-
t¡on en chaine, car les Kurdes habitent aussi en Turqu¡e, en lran, en
Syrie, en Azerbaldjan Et si les Kurdes de ces pays veulent un jour
organ¡ser des référendums chez eux ? La réponse est bien claire :

dans tout le Proche-Orient, l'ordre sera perturbé.

Aujourd'hui, dans la république arabe, la situation est différente. ll y
a une menace réelle de désintégration du pays. L'Occident et les
Etats-Unis essa¡ent de briser la région en petits morceaux. Pour ce
qui est de la Turquie, à la différence de ses partenaires occidentaux,
elle se prononce pour le ma¡ntien de I'intégrité terr¡tor¡ale de I'lrak.
Donc, en ce sens, sa position coïncide avec celle de I'lran. Ankara et
Téhéran croient que les questions de la répart¡t¡on polit¡que et de
I'organisation administrative d l'lrak, c'est I'affaire des lrakiens uni-
quement. Mais, de toute façon, I'intégrité territoriale doit être ma¡n-
tenue. )
Tels sont les commentaires de deux experts turcs au sujet de la dés-
¡ntégration éventuelle de I'lrak, de la probabilité de l'apparition d'un
Kurdistan indépendant et de la réaction de Téhéran à ces
événements. o
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Iran Wants Return to Kurdish-Shiite
Atliance, Says KRG's Tehran Envoy

By Nawzad Mahmoud
l0 July 2014
rudaw.net

Cr ULAIMANI, Kurdistan Region
D-T.h*n rvould like [o see lraq's
Kurds and Sunnis retum to theìr
alliance rvith the ruling Shiite majo-
rity, the Kurdistan Region represen-
tative in lran said, adding that Erbil
should "not be in a rush to declare
independence."

Iranian authorities "prefer that
Kurds strike a political balance in
Iraq and to participate in the next
Iraqi government," said Nazim
Dabagh, lvho represents the
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) in Iran and is a member of
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK), a major Kurdish party
backed by Tehran.

He said the Iranians "support a

Kurdish-Shiite alliance and back
Sunnis who supports the Iraqi
government."

Iran has been one of the main
backers of the embattled Iraqi
hime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, a

Shiite rvhose neglect of the coun-
try's large Sunni and Kurdish mino-
rities is largely blamed for lraq's
current turmoil.

A third of the country has been

tiaken over by jihadiJed insurgents
who have ignited a Sunni rebellion
against Baghdad, rvhile the autono-
mous Kurds have announced plans
for a referendum to decide on inde-
pendence from Iraq.

Iran is opposed to Kurdish

independence in lraq, as are the
United States and other countries.

Kurdish officials have reported
pressure by Iran to have the Kurds
step into the fight against the mili-
tants, rvho include the Islamic State
(IS).

"Until norv the Iranians insist
on having Peshmerga forces fight
the ISIS and coordinate with the
Iraqi army," said a senior source

from one of the main Kurdish poli-
tical parties. "Several times Iranian
delegations have visited the
Kurdistan Region for the same pur-
pose of convincing the Kurdish lea-
dership," he said.

One such delegation is repor-
tedly in Kurdistan now, meeting
rvith offrcials and party members to
try and get the Kurds to step up the
hght against militants rvho have
volved to march on Baghdad and
overthrorv the Shiite govemment.

The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG), rvhich has
deployed forces in Kurdish-popula-
ted areas outside its official bor-
ders, has said it rvill only defend
against IS attacks, but is not going
on the defensive against militants
rvho have captured about a third of
Iraq.
TZ urdistan President Massoud

-\-Barzani has asked the Kurds'
own parliament to set a date for an

independence vote. Dabagh lvamed
that Erbil should not rush into decla-
ring statehood.

"Maybe the time is not right to

Nazim Dabagh hss bem the KRG reptesentatiae in Iran since 1999.

declare independence, because the

issue needs preparation and rve

should not rush it," he said, echoing
lvhat is the Iranian stance.

Dabagh added that Iran had not
declared a position on indepen-
dence because Erbil had not made a

formal announcement. But he
noted that both of Kurdistan's
neighbors, Iran and Turkey, rvere

opposed to a break-up of Iraq.
"Iranian authorities believe that

there should not be any external
interference in the internal affairs of
Iraq," Dabagh said. "Therefore,
they are not supporting any side
and say it is Iraq's internal affair."
T\espite Dabagh's comments,
l)lÅ" is rvidel! reported to be

supplying arms, troops and intelli-
gence to Maliki's govemment, toge-
ther with Syria and Russia.

While other countries, inclu-
ding the United States, have soured
on the idea of the premier remai-

ning for a third term in offìce,
Dabagh said Iran believed that
choosing the next prime minister
lvas an internal Iraqi affair.

"lran reiterates that the issue of
selecting the next prime minister is
an Iraqi affair. Iran believes that the
Shiite coalition should finalize the

issue of selecting the prime
Minister. Iran has not made its deci-
sion yet."

The Kurdistan Region shares a

470-kilometer border rvith lran,
which exercises immense influence
across Iraq.

Dabagh said that, despite the
turmoil in Iraq and the Kurdish
stance which is opposed by lran,
Tehran-Erbil relations remain "nor-
mal."

"l have not been informed by
the KRG department of foreign
relations of any dissatisfaction with
Iran's position torvards the
Kurdistan Region," Dabagb said. o
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Video shows militant
leader emerging at sermon in lraq

Intcn¡¡ tional 5*cru ll ork @inrcø

MONDAN JULY7,2Ot4

BAGHDAD

BYALISSA J. RUBIN

Wearingablaçkturban and blackrobes,
the leader of the self-proclaimed Islamic
state that stretches across eastern Syria
and much ofnorthern and western lraq
has made a startling public appearance,
his first in many years, at a well-known
mosque in tþe lraqi cit5r of Mosul, ac-
cording to a video whose contents were
confirmed by experts and witnesses,

There have been very few publicly
available images of the insurgent known
as Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of
the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, or
ISIS. But at Friday Prayer he delivered
a public sermon in a city once undeÉ
American control with an audacity that
even Osama bin Laden never tried.

Previously he had been all but invis-
ible, seemingly reluctant to risk a public
appearance as his group grew in
strength and he became the United
States' second-most sought-after terror-
ist, after Ayman al-Zawahri, the leader
ofAl Qaeda. The United States govern-
ment has offered a gl0 million reward for
information leading to his capture.

In a 2l-minute video released by ISIS,
Mr. Baghdadi appeared confident, calm
and measured at the pulpit of the Great
Mosque of Mosul as he urged the faith-
Iul to fast during Ramadan and to un-
dertake jilnd. He also asserted his posÈ
tion as caliph, or civil and spiritual ruler
and successor to the prophet
Muhammad, calling himself Caliph Ab-
raham, Mr. Baghdadi's militant group
declared its territory in Iraq and Syria a
caliphate on June 29.

"Do jihad in the cause of God, incite
the believers and be patient in the face
of this hardship," he admonished the
congregation. "If you knew about the
reward and dignity in this world and the
hereafter through jihad, then none of
you would delay in doing it.,'

ISIS militants took over Mosul, Iraq,s
secondlargest city, on June 10, after the
Iraqi Army fled. On Sunday, a govern-
ment airstrike hit Mosul, The Associ-
ated Press reported, citing residents of
Rashidiya, the neighborhood targeted.
A medical official in the city said seven
people were killed and 30 wounded in

the attack. Both the residents and the of-
ficial spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity over fears for their safety. It was not
clear what the target of the air raid was,.
and the Iraqi military could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment.

ISIS fighters patrol the streets of Mo-
sul, although far fewer than in the first
days after the takeover, and ùhile some
people have gone back to work, the city
is far from normal The congregation at
the rhosque in the video had l¡een

i\ss0ctl\TrìD PRÊsS

An image of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the head of ISIS,'taken from.a video of a sermon he
gave on Friday in Mosul, lraq. The video showed hlm as contident, calm and measured,

ordered to attend Friday Prayer, said a
man whowas there butwho asked notto
be identified for fear of retribution.

W.hen worshipers arrived at the
mosque, they were searched thor-
oughly by armed ISIS fþhters, and the
congregants were told where and how
to sit, the man said. Nò one was allowed
to leave until l0 minutes after the end of
Mr, Baghdadi's sermon, he said.

The sermon was no extemporaneous
cameo, but a careftrlly crafted speech in
which he asked for the congregation's
support and struck an almost humble
and pioustonethat was difficultto square
with the group's tactics on the ground,
which include kidnapping for ransom,
summary executions and beheqdings.

"I was placed as your caretaker, and I
am not better tþan you," he said, accord-
ing to a translation by SITE Intelligence
Group, which monitors extremism on-
line. "So if you found me to be right,
then help me, and if you found me to be
wrong, then advise me and make me

right."
He added: '¡I do not promise you, as

the kings and rulers promise their fol-
lowers and congregatiott, luxury, secu-
rity and.relaxation; instead, I promise
you what Allah promised his faithful
worshipers,"

Daniel Benjamin, a senior counter-
terrorism official in the State Depart-
ment from 2009 to 2012, said that if the
video was authentic, Mr. Baghdadi's ap-
pearance would be a ,,remarkable
'event."

"If Baghdadi has emerged from hid-
ing, it suggests that hq is adopting a pos-

ture as a different kind of leader from
Osama bin.Laden, Ayman al-Zawahri
and the like, and by implication a great-
er one," said Mr. Benjamin, now a òchol-
ar at Dartmouth College. "He is demon-
strating that ISIS has what they didn't
- territory that is secure - anci he is its
ruler."

'îs a public demonstration of leader-
ship, you'd have to go back to April 1996,
when Mullah Omar appeared on top of a
bqilding in,Kandahar in a cloak that vvas
said to belong to the Prophet and was
declared commander of the faithful,,,
Mr. Benjamin added.

Peter Neumann, a professor of securi-
ndon,
f con-
these

other jihadists, this is really happening,
it's not going to go away anytime soonl;

The video was being authenticated
over the weekend by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. An American official who
speut extensive tiine in lraq said the
man in the video appeared to be Mr.
Baghdadi,

An Iraqi military spokesman, Lt, Gen.
Qassim al-Moussawi, told reporters
Sunday that the security seryices were
stillanalyzing the video to verify wheth-
er the.speaker was indeed Mr. Baghdadi
and that the government would ,.an-
nbunce the details once they are avail-
able."

Mr. Neumann said he had little doubt
that it was authentic, in part because
ISIS would have little to gain from a fals-
ified video.

AIso on Saturday, official. Iranian
news agencies reported that an lranian
pilot had been killed in fighting in lraq,
which appeared to be the first confirma-
tion of the deployment of Iranian forces
there. There have been unconfirmed re-
ports that Iran had sent military ad-
visers and jets to lraq.
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The promise of Aleppo's radicals
Matthieu Aikins

ALEPPO, SYRIA Asarebelfighter
shined his flashlight onto a clump of

'blankets and clothes scattered around
the concrete basementfloo¡ I
wondered if this was where my friend
Sultan had spent the last moments of
his life. A goofy, gap-toothed 22-year-
old who worked for a local fixer, he was
part of a group of Syrian activists,jour-
nalists and rebel fighters who had been
arrested by the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria and taken to this makeshift
prison in the basement of a former hr¡s-
pital.

The building had served as the Sunni
extremist Broup's headquarters in
Aleppo, Syria's largest city, but now the
pitch-dark corridors were deserted. By
the stairs, we found a long cable of cop-
per wires taped together. One ofthe
rebels picked it up and mimicked a
whipping gesture - former prisoners
who were held here reported being tor-
tured. Farther down was a room that
served as a cafeteria, with signs in Eng-
lish attesting to tìe presence of foreign
jihadists among ISIS's ranks.. "Fear Al-
lah! Remember that he is watching you
so please do not waste food and clean
up after you have eaten," read one. An-

other advised "brothers who Ìvant to
receive their families from outside Syr-
ia" to coordinate with the "Muja-
hedeen Services Office."

ISIS began as the Iraqi affiliate ofAl
Qaeda but split off at the beginning o[
this year over its ambitions to expand
into Syria and establish itself as a neìv
caliphate'After its stunning takeover of
much of western Iraq last month, it now

TheWestl
best allieE

calls itself simply the
Islamic State.

But ISIS is gone
frirm Aleppo, having

against ISIS beenforced out by
a¡eother localSyrianrebelsin
Sunni January. This mili-

Islamists. tary reversal, one of
the group's few,
highlights the di-

lemma facing the West: Its best poten-
tial allies against ISIS are other Sunni
Islamists.

The fighters who accompanied me
during a weeklong visit to Aleppo in
mid-June were members of the Islamic
Front, â rebel coalition dominant in the
city and rhuch of northern Syria. The Is-
lamic Front is a fierce and effective op-
ponent of ISIS but also, in its Islamist
platform and indirect connections with
Al Qaeda, a far cry from the "appropri-
ately vetted elements of the moderate
Syrian armed oppositicin" for whom the
Obama administration recently reques-

ted $500 million in military training and
funding.

ISIS's abandoned headquarters in
Aleppo arejust across from another
Iarge building that serves as the base
for Tawhid Brigade, one of the largest
of the seven rebel groups thatjoined to-
gether in November to form the Islamic
Front. ISIS had been present in opposi
tion-held Aleppo since the beginning of
2013, but by the end of the year tensions
with rebel groups had reached a crisis.
Consideringitself a sovereign state, IS-
IS was refusingto accept mediation for
any dispute, and it had taken to kidnap-
ping those it considered to be critics or
enemies, including people who worked
with foreign journalists, like Sultan.
. On Jan. 7, ISIS carried out a surprise

attack on Tawhid Brigade's headquar-
ters. It was held off. The next day, Taw-
hid Brigade forces from around the city
counterattacked and surrounded the
hospital. "We cut them off and preven-
ted them from bringing any support,"
said the commander who led the offen-
sive and who goes bythe nom de
guerre ofAbuAssad.

A¡ound 3 a.m., the ISIS fighters
trapped inside the hospital asked to be
allowed to leave the city, and AbuAs-
sad, not wanting further bloodshed,
agreed. When he and his men searched
the hospital at first light, they dis-
covered that ISIS had massacred its

captives. "We found a group of bodies
every ten meters," said Abu Assad.
Most ofthem had been shot in the head
while bound. "They were real revolu-
tionaries, journalists, doctors. If we had
known what ISIS had done, we
wouldn't have let them escape alive.',

Not long after tlre battle, half a globe
away, I watched footage of its after-
math that robels had recorded and up-
loaded to Youflrbe, and recognized Sul-
tan among the corpses.

The battle against ISIS in Aleppo is
part of a larger conflict that started at
the beginning of this year, as rebel
groups across the northern provinces of
Idlib andAleppo - including the power-
tul SyrianAl Qaeda affiliate, Jabhat aI-
Nusra - fought a pitched battle to expel
ISIS. The face-off leftthe Islamic Front
pre-eminent. It controls the key border
crossing with Ttr rkey at Azaz and, with
its estimated 50,000 to 60,000 fighters, is
thought to be the largest and most milit-
arily potent rebel alliance in Syria.

The Islamic Front is entirely Syrian in
leadership, and its central goal is over-
throwing President Bashar al-Assad -good credentials in the eyes of Western
governments hoping to roll back ISIS
without strengthening the Syrian re-
gime. Many of the group's most power-

tulmembers - includingTawhid Bri-
gade and one ofthe largest factions
fighting in the Damascus suburbs, Jaish
al-Islam - are not particularly ideologi-
cal, and were once allied with the West-
ern-backed Free Syrian Army.

But they are far from secular. The Is-
lamic Front draws on support from pre-
war Islamist resistance networks, in-
çludipg wealthy, religious donors
açross the Muslim world and the Syrian
Muslim Brotherho/d, an exiled Islãmist
group. More problematic from a \tVest-
ern perspective, one ofthe coalition's
key members, Ahrar al-Sham, has links
to Al Qaeda's core leadership, and the
Islamic Front as a whole closely coordi-
nates operations with Jabhat al-Nusra.

The commanders I spoke to in Aleppo
said the Islamic Flont has not, as a re-
sult, directly received any inilitary aid
from Washington or other Western gov-
ernments. But can the West meaning-
tullyinfluence the military situation in
Synia while continuing to eschew Islam-
ist groups, now that they are dominant
among the rebels? "The Free Syrian
Army has been weak and divided," said
Richa¡d Barrett, a former British intelti-
gence official. "And so the Islamic Front
is really the only game in town if you
Ìvant to attack ISIS in Syria."

Rebel commanders in\Aleppo were
dismissive of the supposedly "secular,'
FIee Syrian Army groups linked to the
government in exile, whlch the West
has been backing. "They're like NGOs.
They know how to say what the donor
wants to hea.r," said Abu Bilal, Tawhid
Brigade's chief of operations, "In real-
ity, they're diesel smugglers who con-
trol a ¡ittle of the border. They don't do
àny serious fighting."

If Washington and its partners want to
push back agahst both Assad and ISIS
atonce, they will have to beless squeam-
ish about picking allies in Syria. Other-
wise, they may not find any left at atl.

rvtATfHlEU 
^l<tns 

is o maga2ine writer lív-
inginKabul.
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Many Displaced as ISIS Attacks Syrian
Kurdish Yitlages with Heavy Artillery

rudaw.net
6 July 20L4

ETRBIL. Kurdistan Region - The
Dlslamic State of lraq and Syria
(ISIS), buoyed by its recent capture
of a large swathe of lraq, has rene-
wed an offensive across the border in
Syria against territory held by
Kurdish forces.

Kurdish officials in Syrian
Kurdistan (Rojava) reported fresh
fighting in recent days as ISIS
sought to advance on the city of
Kobane using advanced weapons
that its fighters captured from the
Iraqi army in the fall of Mosul last
month.

ISIS on June 30 declared the
establishment of an lslamic state,
spanning the border of the two
countries, and proclaimed its leader
Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi to be the
new caliph.

So far in the Syrian civil war,
Kurdish forces linked to the
Democratic Union Party (PYD)
have fought hard to hold off rhe

advance of ISIS and other jihadist
groups. They have succeeded in
keeping the militants out of Rojava
and have secured relative stability
within the region. It has thus been

spared the devastation inflicted on
much of the rest of Syria.

Amid the renewed fighting, the
head of the autonomous Kobane
canton, Mahmud Bashar, called on
all Kurds to come to the aid of the
PYD's armed wing - the People's
Protection Units (YPG) - to prevent
the territory falling to the Islamists.

"The fighting is going on and
we canno[ say that the YPG or the
ISIS have taken or lost this or that
area," Bashar told Rudaw by tele-
phone. "The fighting isn't over yet.

Shelling had forced many villa-
gers west of the Euphrates river to
flee their homes and seek shelter in
Kobane.

"The villagers have sent their
women and children to Kobane and
the men themselves have taken up
arms to fight the ISIS," Bashar said.

Neither side has revealed
casualties in the latest fighting.

The PYD last year announced
Kurdish autonomy in three cantons
of Rojava, including Kobane. The
party, which has close links with
Abdullah Ocalan's Kurdistan
Workers' Party, says it has establi-
shed an administration that repre-
sents all communities in the region.
There have been tensions, however,
with other Kurdish groups over the
dominant role of the PYD.

The autonomous cantons have
not been recognised either abroad or

G¡
t¡

"The fighting is going on and we cannot say that the YPG or
the ISIS have taken or lost this or that area," Bashar told
Rudaw by telephone. "The fighting isn't over yet." Photo:
YPG/Tacebook

by the moderate mainstream Syrian
opposition which sees their esta-
blishment as a move that could lead
to the break up of Syria.

With Rojava once again under
pressure from a resurgent ISIS, local
military leaders have appealed for
international support to see off the
threat.

YPG leaders have said that they
need outside help to fight the
Islamists, pointing out that the U.S.
govemment is considering millions
of dollars of support to what it
regards as moderate opposition

forces in Syria.
YPG commander Sipan Hemo

complained recently that
Washington had yet to make clear
where it stood on the role of the
Kurds in Syria. He told Rudaw: "lf
the goal truly is for democracy to
come to the Middle East, and if the
moderate forces in Syria are going
to be supported, the Kurds aÍe pre-
pared for this and are the ones who
deserve it the most." ¡

Too early to call Kurdistan
an oil Et f)orado -Total CEO

PARIS, July 8, zor4 (Reuters)

FRX,IYCH OIL major Total, which rattled Baghdad two years ago
by signing a deal with Kurdistan, says it is too early to predict
whether the semi-autonomous Iraqi region may turr into an
important oil player.
As violence threatens the unity of lraq, there are predictions that Kurdistan
will seek independence and quickly aim to become a major oil producer.

The regional government hopes output couldjump five-fold in the next few
years to r million barrels per day and is seeking greater autonomy from
Baghdad, which insists only the central government has the right to sell
Kwdish oil.

Arbil is betting multiple deals with WeSem companies to explore its
reserves will put it firmly on the map among the fastest growing producers,
but majors such as Total are more cautious.

"If Kurdistan were a huge petroleum region, we wouldn't have waited until
zoro," Total chief executive Christophe de Margerie told Reuters in an
interview.

French energy
giant Total
cEo
Chrtstuphe de
Margerie.
Photo:
Reuters

"It is too earlyto make a judgement. You can't yet see what we call a pre
duction curve... You have to avoid underestimating or overestimating the
potential."

Total bought stakes in two exploration blocks in Kurdistan in zorz from
U.S. peer Marathon Oil, drawing an angry response from the Iraqi -
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- govemment which has tried to bar companies from dealing directly
withÆbiì.
Elsewhere in Iraq, Total has a relatively modest exposure as partner at the
south-eastern Halfaya field. France's opposition to the U.S.led zoo3 inva-
sion of Iraq did not endear French companies to the new authorities.

Most oil majors cite unattractive terms of Iraqi contracts as being behind
thei¡ decisions to explore more lucrative Kurdish deals.

"Why hasn't Kurdistan got the right to develop its reserves? I've defended
that and it has cost me a couple of problems with Baghdad," said De

Margerie.

But he also suggested Kurdistan was unlikelyto eclipse Iraq on the global
oil map: "Kurdistan isn't Baghdad - one shouldnt make this mistake."

He also said companies could not remain indifferent to security risks such
as violence in Syria even if Kurdistan looked stable compared to some
other regions of Iraq.

"There is escalation in Syria. Everytime you want tosimpli$things because
it suits you, those things refuse to be simplified," De Margerie said. o

July 8,2014

redraw borders created by colonial powers in
the early 20th Century. lts heinous terror tec-
tics are reprehensible. Yet it has a legitimate
grievance egeinst Western countries that car-
ved up the Middle East, with blatant disregard
for tribal and sectarian affliations of the local
population.

lraqi security forces pull down a lTag belon-
ging to Sunni militant group lslamic State of
lraq and the Levant (lSlL) during a patrol in the
town of Dalli Abbes in Diyala province, June
30,2014.

lSlS released a promotional video entitled
'The End of Sykes-Picot." The 1916 Sykes-
Picot Agreement is a flash-point for Arab
resentment. lt divided Ottoman Asia into
British and French zones of influence. Britain
was assigned the Baghdad and Basra districts

- lraq, Transjordan, and Pelest¡ne. Modern
day Syria and Lebanon were given to France.

Then-U.S President Woodrow Wilson
objected to the politics of partition by great
powers. "Peoples and provinces are not to be
bartered about from sovereignty to soverei-
gnty as mere chattels and pawns in a game,"
warned Wilson. "Every territorial settlement
involved in this war must be made in the ¡nte-
rest end for the benef¡t of the populations
concerned."

Lawrence of Arabia and other petit¡oners
were invited to make their case for statehood
at the Par¡s Peace ConËrence, which marked
the end of World War l. The Treaty of
Verseilles was signed on June 28, '19'19. lt
established nine new countries out of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire and drew lines on a
map to create the modern Middle East.

Versailles did not, however, address the
"Kurdish question." The Kurdish delegat¡on to

the Paris Peace Conference rejected being a
part of Turkey. They also rejected the division
of Kurdistan into British and French zones of
influence. Either way, Kurds faced part¡t¡on.

After four long years of war, Brita¡n lacked the
troops, resources, and political will to establish
Kurdistan as a unified protec{orate under its
control.

The 1920 Treaty of Sèvres officially aboli-
shed the Ottoman Empire. lt required Turkey
to renounce all claims in Areb Asie and North
Africa. Turkey was reduced to a third of its size
before World War l. Kurds were promised a
referendum within six months to decide on
independence.

Mustafa Kemal AtatÍ¡rk, who succeeded
Ottoman rulers, rejected Sèvres and launched
the Turkish War of lndependence. H¡s attack
against French forces in Syria was a direct
challenge to the post-war order orchestrated
by the Allies. Britain mobilized Arab tribes in
Mesopotamia to stop Atetürk's edvance.

Meanwhile, France initiated secret nego-
tiations with Atatürk that culminated in the
'1923 Treaty of Lausanne.

Turkey surrendered its claims to former
Arab provinces, but was awarded a large part
of northern Syria including Kurdish lands in
Cilicia, Nusaybin, and Jazira bin Umar. With
support from the Leegue of Netions, Britain

kept the oil-rich regions of Mesopotamia
including Mosul and the oil fields of Kirkuk.
Lausanne conspicuously omitted reÞrences
to "Kurds" or "Kurdistan." From Lausanne
onward, the Kurdish issue became an issue
of a minority rights in Turkey, lran, lreq, and
Syria.

The Sykes-PicotAgreement set the stage
for today's violent conflict in lraq and the
Levant. Syria and Lebanon were establ¡shed,
with their volatile mix of ethnicities and reli-
gious groups. Sunnis were enshrined as a
minority in lraq. Kurdistan was partitioned,

making the Kurds, who number 40 million
today, the largest stateless people in the
world.

lSlS is determined to right the historical
injustice perpetrated by great powers. lt wants
to rectify a century of humiliation arising from
foreign occupation. Dialogue is typically a tool
for conflict resolut¡on, but lSlS is beyond dia-
logue. lt wants to slaughter opponents, not telk
to them.

lSlS is presently marching on Baghdad,
but ¡ts sights are set on Jordan and the libera-
tion of Palestinian territor¡es. lSlS elso targets
the Kurds for being pro-Western, pro-
Amer¡can, and prodemocracy. The invasion of
lraq by lSlS is resulting in a new map for the
Middle East. Today lSlS controls territory that
includes parts of Syr¡a and all of Western lraq.
Its leader, Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, is so confi-
dent in his control ofthe new caliphate that he
appeared at the Grand Mosque in Mosul to
deliver e sermon at Friday Preyers.

lSlS is rightly aggrieved by the arbitrary
division of Arab tribes during the early 20th
century. But redrawing boundaries should
occur through negotiations - not force.
Extremism tekes root when there is no political
process to address gr¡evances.

lraq's problem was always too much
power for Baghdad. Decentralization to
address local concerns would reduce the
appeal of lSlS. lraqis also need to get together
for historical dialogue about state-formation in
lraq, which pifted Shiites against Sunnis, and
rendered Kurds a capt¡ve netion. tt

Comnentary by David L Ph¡ilips, director of the
Program on Peace-build¡ng and Human Rgñts a¿

Columb¡a Univers¡ty's lnst¡tute tor the Study of
Human R¡ghts He ¡s a former senior adviser and
foreign affairs expen b the U S Depañnent of State
dur¡ng the adm¡nistrations of Presidents Cl¡nton,

Bush and Obama He ¡s also author of the fofthco-
m¡ng book, "The Kurdish Spring: A New Map fot the
Middle East" (Transact¡on Publishers).

Extremists in lraq
nee Isdah tory
lesson

David L. Ph¡llips
Tuesday, 8 July,2014
www.cnbc.com

The lslamic State in lraq and
I Syria (lSlS) is determined to

belonging to Sunni militant group
lslømic Støte of bøq anil the Leoønt
(lSlL) duñng ø patrol in the tozan of
DaIIi Abbøs in Diyalø proaince, fune 30,
2074.Reuters

a
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felllomûeMardi8iui'|e'[zo'14 Al-Baghdadi

le nouveauvisage de laterreur
Cnnrsrop¡rrAynp

ce jour, iln'existait que deux
photos de lui. L'une en cou-
leu¡ l'autre en noir et blanc,
toutes deux floues et de mau-
vaise qualité. La première,
diffusée par le FBI américain,

le montre ioufflu et mal rasé,la lippe bou-
deuse etles sourcils foumis. Surla seconde,
provenant du ministère irakien de l'inté-
rieur, Abou Bakr Al-Baghdadi est déià plus
mince, plus chauve, le regard plus acéré, les
ailes du nez comme gonflées de colère; la
barbe est plus affirmég la moustache déjà
fournie. Pourl'homme à latêtede l'Etat isla-
mique (EI), la plus grande, la plus riche et la
plus violente des organisations terroristes
mondiales ayant iamais existg c'était peu.

Désormais, il y a une vidéo,'mise en
ligne samedi 5 iuillet par la Fondation
Al-Farqar¡la < maisonde production r¡ offi-
cielle de l'Etat islamique,longue de zr minu-
tes. Elle á été tournée le 4juillet, 6"iour du
mois de ramadan 435 (dans le calendrier
de l'hégire) et premier vend¡edi du mois
sacré, à la grande mosquée de Mossoul.
L'homme qui délivre le prêche de la grande
prière hebdomadaire est présenté comme
Abou BakrAl-Baghdadi,le chef de l'Etat isla-
mique et désormais autoproclamé < calife
Ibrahim >.

Onle disait, au contraire à'OussamaBen
Laden, discret et fuyant les caméras, sou-
cieux de préservèr son quasi-anonymat,
par désir de protéger sa sécurité mais aussi
d'entretenir la terreur aveugle et muette
qu'il inspire. Ben Laden mettait une certai-
ne coquetterie dans ses apparitions, soÈ
gnant ses tenues, choisissant avec soin sa
kalachnikov et multipliant les références
aux premiers temps de l'islam. Abou Bakr
Al-Baghdadi n'avait iusque-là presque pas
de visage, il se contentait d'être une voix,
annonçant la fin des temps et le retour des
premiers temps de I'islam.

Peut-être AI-Baghdadi attendait-il seule-
ment d'avoir assis son pouvoiret proclamé
son Etat pour se révéler au grand iour. La
vidéo mise en ligne samedi révèle une qua-
lité d'image digne des péplums hollywoo-
diens : chaque détail est pensé, chaque plan
soigneusement choisi. On y voit Al-Baghda-
di gravir lentement les marches du min-
bar, la chaire depuis laqueìle le sermon du
vendredi est délivré auxfidèles. La foule de
fidèles est parsemée de gardes du corps.
Pendantle chait de la prière précédant son
prêche, le chefdjihadiste se perd en prières
remuant les lèvres de manière impercepti-
ble. ll est grave et recueilli, comme il sied
aux hommes de religion.

Le décor, mélange de tradition (les
vieilles pierres de la mosquée, bâtie par

La teneur a un
nouveauvisage:

Abou Bakr
Al-Baghdadi, chef

de l'Etat islamique.
Depuis Mossoul,

en lrak,
vendredi 4 juillet,

ilademandéàtous
les musulmans

de lui obéir

l'émir Noureddine Zangi en rr7z, au temps
des croisades) et de modernité (un micro et
un ventilateur), résume le projet de I'Etat
islamique :leretouràunâged'orfantasma-
tique à l'aide de la kalachnikov et d'Inter-
net.AbouBakrAl-Baghdadiestapparutout
de noirvêtu (une abaya.traditionnelle) et la
tête ceinte d'un turban de la même cou-
leur, comme en portent volontiers les des-
cendants du prophète Mahomet (qui se
parent du titre de sayyed) dans l'islam chii-
te, qu'il abhorre tant. Le prêche, prononcé
d'unevoixferme et dans unbonarabe clas-
sique, dénote une formation religieuse.
Après avoir célébré la sainteté du ramadan
et les vertus du djihad, il a essentiellement
consisté en une affirmation d'autorité : r/e
surs le wali [gouverneur] désig né pour vous
diriger, mais ie ne suis pas meilleur que
vous, affirme l'orateur. Si vous pensez que
j'aí. raison, aídez-moi et si vous pensez que
j'ai tort, conseillez-moi et mettez-moí sur Ie.

droit chemin. Obéissez-moi ta.nt que vous
obéissez àDieu envous. ),

Est-ohsûrquel'homme qui parle estbel
est bien Abou BakrAl-Baghdadi ? Il présen-
te une ressemblance physique certaine
avec les clichés diffusés, malgré la barbe
longue et noire, parsemée de fils blancs et
non taillée, à la manière salafiste. Les sour-
cils sont les mêmes, noirs et foumis. Seules
< nouveautés > : l'embonpoint et une légè-
re claudication. Les autorités irakiennes
affirment pourtant qu'il s'agit d'un faux,
un leurre, un usurpateur. Qui croire dans
ce contexte de guerre psychologique ?

Tout ce qu'on sait, jusqu'à présent,
d'Abou Bakr Al-Baghdadi, tient en quel-
ques lignes. Né en r97r dans la province de

.-ñ -\::i:a

- Le ( calife D autoprodamé
CG l'Etat islamique, présent
enlrak et en Syrie, demande
désormais à tous les
musulmans de lui otÉir

Diyala, la plus mélangée et laþlus disputée
d'Irak, il appartient à une famille de Samar-
ra, comme l'indiquerait. son patronyme,
même si l'on ne connaît pas sa véritable

identité: Abou Bakr Al-Baghdadi n'est
qu'un nom de guerre. La ville, aujourd'hui
assiégée par l'Etat islamique, est à majorité
sunnite mais abrite une importante com-
munauté chiite. Onytrguve le plus ancien
minaret utilisé (8¿Z ap.l.-C.), bâti en colima-
ço4 à la manière de la tour de Babel, mais
aussi la Mosquée d'or, qui abrite lestombes
de deux imams chiites. Cette cohabitation
explosivefit de laville le point de départ de
la terrible guerre cjvile irakienne en 2006,
après un attentat ayant détruit le dôme de
laMosquéed'or.

On sait aussi qu'Al-Baghdadi a étudié à

l'Université islamique de Bagdad dans les
années t99o, à l'époque où Saddam Hus-
sein, affaibli par la défaite de févrierrggr
face à la coalition intemationale qui l'avait
chassé du Koweit enVahi sept mois plus
tôt, laissa libre cours à la religion pour res-
taurer son autorité sur la société. Contraire-
ment à ce que son appellation de < nou-
veau Ben Laden l peut laisser à penser, le
véritable mentor de Baghdadi n'est pas'Oussama 

ìe Saoudien, ni son successeur,
Ayman Al-Zawahiri l'Eg¡ptien, mais Abou
Moussab Al-Zarkaoui le fordanien. Cet
ancien malfrat, né à Zarka, n'était, au
moment des attentats du l-Septembre
qu'un cadre marginal du djihad mondial,
un second couteau. Ou plutôt le chefd'un
petit graupe de la nébuleuse Al-Qaida,
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Al-Tawid wal lihad (<t l'unité et la gúêrre
sainte u). Après un bref passage parl'Afgha-
nistan, il s'installe dans le nord de l'lrak en
zooz, oit. il assiste à I'invasion américaine
l'année suivante.

Très vite, Zarkaoui prend la tête du dii-
had antiaméricair¡ frappant les esprits en
décapitant de sa main I'infortuné entrepre-
neur juif américain Nicholas Berg en
maizoo4. Sa marque de fabrique, ce sont
Ies massacres de chiites, qui lui valent un
écho certain en fuabie saoudite, où l'autre
branche de l'islam est traitée comme une
hérésie. Mais l'état-maior central d'Al-Qai-
da, en particulier Zawahiri, désapprouve
cette stratégie qui risque de transformer le
diihad global enfitna (adiscorde>) inter-
musulmane. En 2oo5, Zawahiri écrit sans
succès, à Zarkaoui pourlui ordonnerde ren-
trer dans le rang. Finalement le renégat est
tué par I'aviation américaine en iuinzoo6
dans Ia région de Diyala, iustement celle
dont Baghdadi est originaire.

Al-Qáida en Mésopotamie, la branche

irakienne du réseau, est reprise en main
par un ( commissaire politique )) égy?tien
envoyé depuis le Pakistan par Zawahiri : il
s'agit d'Abou Hamza Al-Muhaier (Youssef
Al-Dardiri de son vrai nom), qui exerce un
comagistère avec Abou Omar A-Baghdadi,
le codirigeant irakien du groupe. L'organi-
sation, qui afusionné avecplusieurs autres
groupuscules diihadistes, dont celui
d'Abou Bakr A-Baghdâdi, est rebaptisée
< Etat islamique en Irak r. L'obiectif affiché
est d'autant plus ambitieux que le proiet
djihadiste en Irak est presque réduit à
néant grâce au recrutemerit, par l'armée

américaing de milices arabes sunnites las-
ses des excès d'Al-Qaida. En awilzoro,
Abou Hamza et Abou Omar sont tués,
Abou Bakr Al-Baghdadi reprend les rênes
d'une organisation très affaiblie mais sou-
dée par la guerre contre les Américains et
contre leurs alliés chiites irakiens.

Abou BakrÁl-Baghdadi fait partie de cet-
te génération qui n'a connu que la guerre,
ou presque. Celle contre l'lran a été déclen-

chée quand il avait 9 ans. Elle dura iusqu'en
1988 et fit 3ooooomorts, côté irakien. En
1990, l'invasion du Koweit entraîna la
guerre du Golfe de janvier-févrierr99r, sui-.,
Vie dê douze années d'un embargo draco-
nien. En 2oo3, l'invasion amé¡icaine déli-
vra le pays de la dictature de Saddam pour
le plonger dans un chaos pire encore: la
guerre civile a causé plus de
looooo morts.Apeineleretraitaméricain
achevé, en 2011, les violencei, en nette
décrue, reprennent.

Yì nt à la deuxième
K ihad irakien: il a.
L., deZarkaoui,laisse
lee populations des territoires conquis se
gérer, tisse des alliances avec les tribus et
fait abattre tous les ennemis potentiels
avant qu'ils ne passent à l'action. Il a amas-

sé un trésor de guerre considérable en
pillant les banques, en revendantdu pétro-
le de contrebande, en rackettant et en mon-
nayant au prix fortles journalistes occiden-
taux kidnappés en Syrie,

Comme l'Afghanistan, Ilrak est un pays
en état de guerre permanent, qui a produit
une société violente et habituée à vivre
dans l'économie de la guer¡e. Abou Bakr
Al-Baghdadi, nour¡i dans son enfance par
ìa propagande contie l'lran chiite du régi-
me de Saddam et issu d'une communauté
sunnite qui a tout perdu après l'invasion
américaine de zoo3 au profit des chiites ira-
kiens, en est le parfait produit. La politique
sectaire et revancharde du premier minis-
tre chiite irakien, Nouri Al-Maliki, et la
guerrecivileda
se la maiorité s
le clan alaouite
chiisme) des Assad, ont fait le reste.

Surfant surleressentiment des sunnites
d'Irak et usant du djihad en Syrie comme
d'un tremplin, Abou Bakr Al-Baghdadi a
élargi sa zone d'influencè à unvaste territoi-
re qui va des portes de Bagdad à.celles
d'Alep, avec Mossoul (en lrak) et Rakka (en
Syrie), pour places fortes : un a Sunnistan >

acquis au djihad et planté en plein ceur du
monde arabe. Les extrémistes du monde
entier aftluent, attirés par son aura. Son
<califat>, en passe de faire exploser les
frontières de I'Irak et de la Syrie, est installé
auxportes de l'Arabie saoudite, qui concen-
tre les premières réserves pétrolières de la
planète. Oussama Ben Laden n'en aurait
même pas rêvé.r

Le Ganarücnclrril¡.t
- mercredi 9 juillet 2014 -

I U sein du haut comman-
ll o"*"ttr lraKren. un Du-
Ã a"or [res partrcuuer a
longtemps échappé à la vigilance
des conseillers américains qui
prolifrrenü toujours à Bagdad.
Constitué à lâ demande du chüte
Nouri al-Maliki, qui cumule trois
responsabilités - Premier mi-
nistre, ministre de la Défense et
de I'Intérieur -, ce service dispo-
sait d'une liste de 3 000 Irakiens
que des officiers de toute
confiance allaient être chargés
d'éliminer. Mais les Amér'icains,
qui mettent leur nez partout, ont
découvert ce charmant projet. Et
y ont peut-être mis le holà -
enfin, on I'espère.

A Paris, un haut responsable
des services américains de ren-
seigrremont a confié à I'un de'ses
homologues français que 96 o/o de

ces n objectifs humains o étaient
sunnites, les autres, kurdes, et
que cette " liste politíqu¿, men-
tionnait leur pedigree familial
ainsi que toutes les informations
nécessairès pour pouvoir les tra-
quer. II y qjoutait ce commentairb
eur le comportement de l'équipe
de Nouri al-Malil<t: o PIus ils veu-
lent tuer des opposants sunnítes
et hurdes, et plus ils føbriquent
des tetoristes. " Exact,

Obama désobéi
Voilà qui explique, du moins

en partie, pourquoi les Améri-
cains ne se pressent pas pour li-
vrer au gouvernement irakien
les armements que celui-ci leur
réclanre à cor et à cri. A savoir
36 avions F-16, une cinquantaine
dtrélicoptèrgs Apache, 1 130 mis-
siles Hellfire, etc. Une autre rai-
son est avancée au Quai d'Or-

say, où l'on ignore encore
l'existence de cette liste d'oppo-
sflnts à flinguer. " Obama a
exigé, affvme un collaborateur.
de Laurent Fabius, que Malihi
forme un gouuernement d'union
nationøle, auec des ministres
chätes, sunnites et kurdes, afin
d'øller uers une réconciliation
entre communøutt4s. Møis il n'est
pøs obéi, alors il lin¿ite ses li-
urøisons d'armes et son aid,e, ,,

En attendant mieux, I'aviaiion
US est naturellement prête, si
Obama lui en donne I'ordre, à
bombarder lee colonnes djiha-
distes de l'Etat islamique. Un
mouvement qui représente < az
défi, pour dc nom,breuses années ",
si I'on en croit les propos tenus,
le 3 juillet, au Pentagone, par le
général Denrpsey, chef d'état-
major des arrnées. Des propos
pcu encourageants que les attá-
chés militaires français, en poste
à l'ambassade de Washington,

ont aussitôt tr4nsmis à Patis,
Des diplomates et des mili-

taires expliquent encore les ré-
ticences de Barack Obama par
la crainte de devoir s'engager à
nouveau en Irak. Un offrcier de
haut rang estime, lui, que la
leçon subie est sévère. o Les Am¿-
ricøins, dit-il, sont plus que d.é.sø-

busés. Ils ont dépensé des m.il-
liard.s de dollars à former et ù
équiper une ørmée, une police et
une gendarmerie qui se sont ré-
uéIées incapøbles de s'oppos¿v ¿
,l'offensiue des d.jihadistes d,e

l'Etøt islamique. , Alors que ces
diverses forces, toutes placées
sous la direction de Nouri al-Ma-
liki, représentaient ensemble
près de 900 000 hommes.

Si leur panain US en éprouve
aujourd'hui quelque amertume,
et le nouveau n calife " de Mos-
soul et des territoires conquis
quelque fierté, cela se comprend.

Cloude Angeli

Unc li¡tc dc 3 000
lrakicn¡ à fl¡ngucl

Les serttíces q,mérûcains l'ont dócou,aerte da,ns un bureüu secret de
I'ótøt-møj o\ ù B agdød,.

38



Reaue de Presse-Press Reaiew-Berheaokn Çapê-Riaista Stømpa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

En frak, des obstacles face aux
,\rêves kurdes d'indépendance

Par Isabel Coles I Reuters - lun. Z 20t4

KELE BI lrak (Reuters) - "Il n'y a pas de sacrifice trop grand quand on
lutte pour un Kurdistan indépendant."

Mehdi Fathi regarde la tombe encore fraîche de son fiÌs Hogir, tué à z4 ans
dans un bombardement le mois demier sur la ligne de front séparant les
peshmergas kurdes des combattants djihadistes sunnites dans le nord de
I'Irak
"Je suis fier que mon fils soit mort en martyr", insiste Mehdi, lui-même un
peshmerga ayant combattu contre l'armée de Saddam Hussein.

Pres d'un siecle apres avoir tout perdu au change lots du démembrement de
I'empire ottoman, prives d'Etat souverain, éparpilles entre quatre pays, les
Kurdes voient leur rêve d'indépendance se rapprocher subitement alors que
les combats entre sunnites et chiites menacent I'Irak d'implosion.
læs Kurdes d'Irak, qui gèrent leur propre gouvernement depuis la fin de la
première guerre du GoHe en r99r, ont déjà profité de la débandade des forces
gouvernementales face à I'offensive sunnite en juin pour étendre leur terri-
toire de pres de 4o%, s'emparant notamment des champs de pebole et de la
ville de Kirkouk, qu'ils revendiquent comme capitale nationale.

Iæur président, Massoud Barzani, a demandé jeudi au parlement régional de
fixer les modalites d'un référendum sur I'indépendance. Et il ne fait guère de
doute que les Kurdes voteront pour à une ecrasante majorité, comme ils ì'ont
fait lors d'un vote à valeur consultative en 2oo5.

Mais le contexte economþe et les pressions extérieures, qu'elles viennent
de Bagdad, Ankara, Téhéran ou Washington, pourraient bien persuader les
dirigeants kurdes de ne pas risquer des maintenant un tel pari.
"Iæ peuple kurde est pour, mais la direction doit se demander si le moment
est bienvenu", resume le vice-president du Kurdistan Kosrat Rasul Ali,
ancien commandant des peshmergas.

"Si le climat politique n'est pas mûr, il vaut mieux attendre quelques années.
Sinon, ce sera une mésaventure", dit-il, faisant echo à la prudence afñchée
par d'autres responsables rencontes par Reuters.

MARCTIANDAGEÀNECOEO
Comme depuis maintenant une decennie, la seule menace d'une sécession
peut offrir plus d'avantages aux Kurdes dans le système de marchandage
politique instauré à Bagdad avec les chiites et les sunnites apres la chute de
Saddam en zoo3.

læs cinq millions de Kurdes irakiens, qui sont majoritairement musulmans
sunnites par la religion, mais se définissent par leur langue et leur culture,
jouissent déjà d'une large autonomie. Ils disposent de leurs propres forces
armées et commencent, malgré les mises en garde de Bagdad, à exporter leur
propre pÉtrole.

L'hostilité de la Tttquie, qui combat sa propre insurrection depuis des
decennies, pourrait ne plus constituer I'obstacle qu'il fut à leurs rêves d'indé-
pendance.

Bien que conscient de I'impact que pourrait avoir une secession sur sa prG
pre minorité kurde, et ofEciellement favorable à I'unité de I'Iraþ le gouver-
nement turc coopère avec les autorites du Kurdistan irakien pour preserver
son territoire du chaos qui règne plus au sud et achete du petrole kurde. De
nombreux dirigeants du Kurdistan sont persuades aujourd'hui qu'Ankara ne
s'opposera p¿N à leur marche vers la souveraineté.

L'attitude de I'Iran pourrait être plus problématique car Téhéran soutient les
chiites au pouvoir à Bagdad qui considèrent qu'une sécession des Kurdes
masque leur volonté de s'emparer illégalement d'une partie des richesses de
I'Irak
Téhéran et Ankara appuient les deux grands partis rivaux du Kurdistan, qui
se sont lirré une guerre civile peu apres avoir été liberes du joug de Saddam
Hr¡ssein en 1991, et les intérêts divergents de la Tirrquie et l'Iran alimentent
des tensions sur la scène politique kurde qui affectent les positions des uns
et des autres sur I'indépendance.

LE FOTI\g DE I]ÉgÉNATg TT ANKARA
I€ Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK), qui penche du côté de la
TUrquie, et I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (LIPK), plus proche de I'Iran,
contrôlent chacun leurs propres unites de peshmergas et territoires au sein

Forces de sécuité kurdes près ile Kirkouk. Près il'utt siècle
après aooir tout perdu au chønge lots du démembrement de
l'emphe ottomafl, ptioés il'Etat souzterøin, épatpillés entre
quøtre pays, les Kurdes ooiett lew rêoe il'inilépenilønce se røp-
ptocher subitement alors que les combats entre sunnites et
chiites menacent I'Irak il'implosion. lPhoto ptise le 72 juin
201 Røsheed

du Kurdistan autonome.

"Si vous ne prenez pas garde à équilibrer la relation entre I'Iran et la T\rquie,
Téhéran et Ankara peuvent tout gâcher", prévient un haut responsable de
I'LJPIÇ parti qui compte dans ses rangs le president de I'Irak, Djalal Talabani,
et Kosrat Rasul Ali.

Sigrre de ces rivalites, I'imam chüte iranien d'origine irakienne Mahmoud
Hachemi Chahroudi, a accusé récemment le PDK de soutenir, avec la
Ttrquie, les djihadistes de I'Etat islamique dont les conquêtes dans le nord
et I'ouest de I'Irak le mois demier ont bouleversé ìa donne geopolitique régio-
nale.

Quant aux Etats-Unis, qui ont permis la création d'un Kwdistan autonome
en instaurant une zone de non-survol aérien apres la guerre du GoHe de
r99r, ils appellent les Kurdes à rejoindre une nouvelle coalition gouverne-
mentale à Bagdad.

Beaucoup de Kurdes en veulent à Washington de soutenir un Irak unifié
qu'ils n'ont guère envie d'aller secourir ni rejoindre. Mais peu se risqueraient
à se mettre à dos un allié aussi puissant.

L'EQUATTON PÉrROr.rÈRE
En accompagnant les efforts en cours pour ádter le démembrement de
I'Iralç les Kurdes espèrent obrtenir de nouvelles concessions, notamment sur
la vente de pétrole sans le contrôle du pouvoir central.

"Si nous voulons rester ensemble, ce doit être à partir d'une nouvelle réalité",
declarait la semaine dernière le chef de cabinet de Massoud Barzani, Fouad
Hussein, lors d'une visite à Washington. "Une nouvelle réalité doit intégrer
le fait que le Kurdistan est desormais indépendant."

En represailles à la vente unilatéraIe de petrole par les Kurdes, Bagdad a
réduit draSiquement la part du Kurdistan dâns les dépenses du budgd fédê
ral, declenchant une crise financière au Kurdistan qui expose les limites eco-
nomiques de la région.

lÆs experts pétroliers estiment qu'il faudra plusieurs années aux Kurdes
pour exporter sufñsamment de brut pour pouvoir se passer de la part des
recettes petroìières bien plus importantes engendrées par les gisements du
sud du pa¡a. la prise de Kirkouk pourrait modifier à terme cette équation
mais sans doute pas assez vite.

Mehdi, le pere d'Hogir Fathi, explique que tous les Kurdes sont prêts au
sacrifice, mais ses dirigeants préfèrent attendre de voir quelle sera I'attitude
des autres composantes de I'Irak et de leurs puissances aììiées face à I'offen-
sive islamiste.

"Iìs sont en bonne posture pour I'instant", declare un diplomate occidental
qui suit de pres la politique irakienne. "AIler à marche forcée vers I'indépen-
dance pourrait leur faire plus de mal que de bien." o
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Le Kurdistan proch
lt¡ndépendance

e
?
T

de

frf Jul¡a Dumont
le 09/ juillet /2014
ge o po I i s.f n n c etv i nf o, fr

Massoud Barzani, le prési-
dent du Kurdistan irakien, a
lancé le 3 juillet 2014 un
projet de référcndum sur
l'indépendance de la région
autonome. A Bagdad, le gou-
vernement centnl d'al-Maliki
ef les Etats-Unis s'opposent à
cette décision jugeant que
l'unité nationale doit êt¡e
protégée à tout prix face à
l'avancée des djihadisúes de
l'EllL.

I a reprise de la ville de Kirkouk le 26 juin 2014
I-aux mains des combattants islamistes par les
peshmergas - soldats kurdes - a retenti dans
toute la région autonome comme le signal que
l'indépendance approchait Ainsi, dès le 3 juillet,
Massoud Bazani demandait au Parlement du
Kurdistan de <préparer I'organisation d'un rélé-
rendum sur le droit à I'autodétermination>.

La population kurde qui partage depuis près d'un
siècle le rêve d'un Etat indépendant (le traité de
Sèvres de 1920 prévoyait, dans le cadre de la
division de l'Empire ottoman, I'autonomie des
provinces kurdes et, à terme, la création d'un Etat
indépendant. Trois ans plus tard, ce projet d'indé-
pendence était annulé par le Traité de Lausanne)
espère pouvoir tirer son épingle du sinistre jeu qui
se déroule en lrak.

Persécutés sous Saddam Hussein
Dès 1979, le régime de Saddam Hussein
applique aux Kurdes d'lrak une politique de peÊ
sécution. Accusés de trahison par le gouverne-
ment irakien lors de la guerre lran-lrak (1980-
1988), ils subissent des attaques chimiques.
Comme le 16 mars 1988 quand près de 5000
personnes succombent dans le village kurde
d'Halabja.

En tout, æ sont près de 200.000 Kurdes qui hou-
vent la mort en 1988 lors de l'opÉration al-Anfal
(butin de guene). Le procès du diclateur irakien
et d'(Al¡ le chimique>, l'un de ses cousins et bras
droit, s'ouvre en 2005. Les deux hommes sont
incul¡És de crimes de guerre, crimes contre l'hu-
manité et génocide.

Privilégier I'unité ?
Lorsque les Etat+Unis envahissent I'lrak et chaç
sent Saddam Husse¡n du pouvoir en 2003, les
Kurdes s'allient à la coalition amée. Alors que le
peys se divise entre chiites et sunnites, ils appa-
raissent comme le seul groupe uni derrière un
même but : obtenir un Etat indépendant. Dès

Le 3 iuillet 2074, des Kurdes irukiens
mønifestent deoant le Pørlement à Erbil

pour réclamer un Etat indépendant. @

ATP PHOTO I SAEII,I HAMED

lors, la région apparaît comme relativement sta-
ble dans un pays en proie à la guerre civile.

En juillet 2014, alors que les koupes de l'Elll ont
déclaré l'installation d'un celifat à cheval sur I'lrak
et la Syrie, Washington appelle à l'un¡té du pays
et exhorte Kurdes, Arabes sunnites et chiites et
Turkmènes à s'entendre afin de former un gou-
vernement d'union nationale.

Dès lors, la décision de Massoud Bazani de
demander au Parlement kurde l'organisation d'un
référendum est fortement condamnée par la
Ma¡son Blanche. <Nous continuons de øoire que
I'lrak est plus fort s'il est unD>, a déclaré Josh
Earnest, porte-parole de la présidence améri-
carne.

Si les intentions américaines en lrak sont dificiles
à déchifirer, une oertitude peut tout de même êhe
avancée : les Etats-Unis ne veulent plus s'enga-
ger sur un terrain proche ou moyen-or¡ental.
Barack Obama I'a martelé lors de son allocution
devant la presse le 19 juin.

Quant à convoiter le pékole irakien, selon Hamit
Bozarslan, docteur en histoire et sciences poli-
tiques ainsi que directeur d'études à I'EHESS, il

n'en est pas question : <Les Etats-Unis veulent
vraiment obtenir leur indépendance vi+å-vis du
pékole moyen-oriental d'ici trois ou quatre ans. ll
y a un recentrage sur le pétrole américain, y com-
pris du Venezuela, et I'exploitation du gaz de
schiste.>

lndépendance financière ?
Les Kurdes d'lrak ont connu un début d'indépen-
danæ financière grâce à la conshuction du pipe-
line lrak-Turquie qui relie Kirkouk à Ceyhan. Le
pouvoir central irakien et Erbil étaient déjà en
conflit depuis des années au sujet du partage des
revenus pétroliers issus de la région autonome
du Kurdistan. Considérant que le pÉtrole et le gaz
produits dans cette région lui eppart¡ennent, le
gouvernement kurde a commené à traiter direc-
tement avec les compagnies ¡Étrolières. Au
début de I'année 2014, les autorités d'Erbil ont
même exporté leurs premiers barils de brut vers
la Turquie.

L'initiative n'e pas plu au gouvernement de
Bagdad qui estime que les matières premières
de toutes les régions d'lrak eppertiennent au

Le pípeline lrak-Twquie relie Kitkouk
à Ceyhan. @ Emtah Yorulmøz -

Anailolu Agency

pays entier. La Croix rappelle que <la
Constitution irakienne de 2005 prévoyait qu'une
loi fixe les règles du partage des revenus pétro-
liers entre les difiérentes régions de l'lrak (83%
pour Bagdad el'l7o/o pout les Kurdes) et le statut
juridique des compagnies pékolières qui o¡Èrent
sur le sol irakien.>

Mais dans l'état actuel des choses, Bagdad aura-
t-il encore longtemps une prise sur les exporta-
tions kurdes ? Hamit Bozerslan estime qu'Erbil
devrait vendre cinq fois plus de pétrole, à
I'Europe notamment via la Turquie, pour parvenir
à une situation f nancière viable. <Ce qui est tout
à Ëit réalisable>, selon le chercheur.

L'acélération des exportations de brut kurde
pounait être un signe que le pays est bien en voie
de division. Lessentiel du pékole lrakien se
trouve dans le sud du pays, majoritairement
chiite, et pour I'instant à I'abri de I'EllL. La crise
aduelle pourrait en efut déboucher de Ëcto sur
une partition du pays : au nord-ouest, une zone
sunnite dominée par I'EllL, au nordæst, le
Kurdistan irakien, indépendant fnancièrement
grâce à son pétrole, et au sud une zone chiite.

Désintégration de l'Etat
La situation s'explique par I'avanée fulgurante
du groupe djihadiste de l'EllL mais, pour Hamit
Bozarslan, c'est avant tout l'incapac¡té d'agir du
gouvernement de Nouri al-Maliki qui I'a amenée.

<Ce n'est pas nous qui avons quitté l'lrak, c'est
I'lrak qui nous a quittés>, a martelé plusieurs fois
Massoud Bazani dans ses discours. Un désen-
gagement dont Maliki serait le principal respon-
sable. <Les institutions irak¡ennes ne fonctionn-
nent plus depuis 6 ou 7 ans (.. ). Maliki a opté
pour une politique de conßssionnalisation à
outrance sans même savoir qu'il n'avait pas les
moyens de se défendre>, souligne le chercheur.

Dans une situation que l'on a laissée se dégra-
der, les Kurdes ont simplement trouvé leur avan-
tage. Hamit Bozarslan rappelle qu'après la prise
de Fallouja le 4 janvier 2014, ils ont alerté l'Etat
irakien et les Américains sur place sur une possi-
ble avanée djihadiste. <Le pouvoir auss¡ peut
être autiste), lâche-t-il désabuse.

aoo
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Iraq - or Sunnistîf, Shiitestan
and Kurdistan

By JAKE FLANAGIN
op-talk.blogs. nytim es.com
July E,2014

\I Jhen the Islamic State of Iraq and
W Syriu launched its 2014 assault on

Iraq, the ensuing chaos ignited familiar
discussions about the future of the country
and the possibility of a "three-state solu-
tion."

In 2013, Robin Wright analyzedaredrawn
map of the Middle East in The New York
Times, pointing out how 5 countries could
"become 14" in the future. These hypothe-
ses appear more prescient than ever.

To begin, the prospect of Kurdish inde-
pendence is one of the "worst-kept
secrets" in the Middle East, writes Simon
Tisdall for The Guardian. "Saddam
Hussein's fall in 2003 brought the Kurdish
region in northem Iraq a significant meas-
ure of self-rule, building on its precarious
post-1991 autonomy," Mr. Tisdall says.
"The Kurdish regional govemment (KRG)
has steadily expanded its political and
economic clout over the past decade. Now
the apparent collapse of central authority
in Iraq has given the biggest boost yet to
the independence movement."

It's a push that President Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi ofEgypt calls potentially "catastroph-
ic." According to Reuters, the Middle East
News Agency quoted Mr. Sisi as describ-
ing the possibility as "no more than the
start ofa catastrophic division oflraq into
smaller rival states," which will ultimately
add fuel to the blaze of extremist insur-
gency gripping the region.

T) ashdar Pusho Ismaeel, a columnist lor
-Elfn" Kurdish Globe, an EnglishJan-
guage newspaper based in the northern
Iraqi city of Erbil, disagrees: "From a
Kurdish perspective, it is a question of
how can you break something that wasn't
whole to start with?"

"Who can blame the Kurds, who never
wanted to be a part ofthe Iraqi state in the
first place, to push for separation when the
country is yet again in sectarian flames?"
he asks. "Even Turkey, traditionally a
staunch opponent of Kurdish nationalism,
has come to realise that not only is

Kurdish independence a natural path that
ultimately cannot be stopped, but they can
gain tremendous benefit from a seculaç
oil rich, strategic partner in the tumultuous
new age of the Middle East."

In an Op-Ed for The New York Times,
Leslie H. Gelb, president emeritus of the
Council on Foreigr Relations, explained
that a disintegrated Iraq could be a disas-
ter: "Such a rupture would ignite terrible
slaughter inside the country and unsettle
the Middle East as a whole." Mr. Gelb rec-
ognizes the political impossibility of a
wholly united Iraq and instead advocates
increased federalization as a solution for
national and regional peace: "If the Iraqi
Humpty Dumpty is to be made whole
again, it can be only through a federal
power-sharing formula."

I fr. Gelb recalled an article written for
lVlfft" Times in 2006. which he wrote
with Vice hesident Joseph R. Biden Jr.,
then a Delaware senator. It was one of the
first major appeals for a federalized lraq.
"Establish three largely autonomous
regions with a viable central government
in Baghdad," Mr. Biden and Mr. Gelb
wrote. "The Kurdish, Sunni and Shiite
regions would each be responsible for
their own domestic laws, administration
and internal security. The central govern-
ment would control border defense,
foreigl affairs and oil revenues. Baghdad
would become a federal zone, while den-
sely populated areas of mixed populations
would receive both multisectarian and
international police protection."

Those designs were dismissed. Speaking
with The \,lVashington Post's Adam Taylor,
Mr. Gelb described the current situation in
Iraq as "the worst of all possible worlds -anarchy!"

"Gelb has long maintained that he and
Biden never said they supported partition-
ing Iraq, as their critics suggested," Mr.
Taylor writes. A partition "destroys the
economic viability of the tenitories," Mr.
Gelb told him. "It creates a permanent
warfare among the sections."

f)erhaps there is a rvay to accomplish
I both partition and peace, Michael
O'Hanlon and Edward P. Joseph suggest
at Reuters. "The fundamental U.S. and
European goal in Iraq now is neither an

intact Iraq nor a partitioned one. We can
live with either outcome," they explain.
"The important objective is the defeat of
the Islamic Søte of lraq and the Levant
(or ISIL), the terrorist group that now
controls large swaths of both Syria and
Iraq with its extreme brutality, its strong
allegiances to an Al Qaedalike ideology
and its ambitions to do even more damage
in the region and beyond."

"To defeat this group, the \üest needs the
moderate Sunni leaders of Iraq to tum
against the Sunni militants and take the
lead in the fight, working with the United
States through whatever military means
we ultimately decide to provide," they
write. But this is not especially feasible if
moderate Sunni leaders "wind up living in
a rump state of 'Sunnistan,' created by
battlefield realities, not political accord,
lacking natural resources, unfunded by the
central state of Iraq and with significant
numbers of their fellow Sunnis still living
in diverse cities like Baghdad, where they
could be vulnerable to possible Shiite
pogroms."

"To be effective, partition needs to be
carefully managed and fair," Mr.
O'Hanlon and Mr. Joseph clarify. "A
Sunni-majority region, to parallel the
Kurdish autonomous zone (or a n€w
Kurdish independent state), could perhaps
begin slightly north and west of Baghdad
and extend up to Mosul in the north and
include towns like Fallujah and Ramadi
on the way to the Syrian border in the
west." Regardless of whether Sunnistan,
Shiitestan and Kurdistan operate
autonomously or as sovereigfi states, the
essential political asset for the region is
inter-ethnic and sectarian cooperation.

"ln the end, what is needed is a joint cam-
paign plan for defeating the Islamist mili-
tants that is developed and supported by
the United States and the region, but led
by Iraqi Shiite and Sunni and Kurds," Mr.
O'Hanlon and Mr. Joseph write. "That
remains the ultimate and nonnegotiable
objective." t
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Kurdish officials lash
out at'hysterical?
Iraqi pr mier Matiki

president of Iraq's Kurdistan region, issued a

statement in which he charged that the two-
term prime minister "has become hysterical
and has lost his balance."

"He is doing everything he can to justify his
failures and put the blame on others for these
failures," read the statement, which demand-
ed that Maliki seek contrition and leave office.

Addressing the prime minister directly, the
declaration continued: "You must apologize
to the Iraqi people and step down. You have
destroyed the country and someone who has

destroyed the country cannot save the coun-
try from crises."

group, the Islamic State, which has allied with
Sunni Muslim separatists in a military offen-
sive that has seen much of northem and cen-
tral Iraq fall into insurgent hands. Baghdad,
the capital, remains under government con-
trol, as does southern Iraq, source ofmost of
the nation's oil exports.

Maliki is part of the political bloc represent-
ing Shiite Muslims, Iraq's majority popula-
tion, concentrated in Baghdad and the south.

The Kurdish zone in the north has remained
under the aegis of the Kurdish government
and its military forces, known as the pesh-

merga. But much of Kurdish-controlled terri-
tory now shares a border with terrain occu-
pied by Sunni Arab rebels.

In their response to Maliki, Kurdish officials
rejected the allegation that their region host-
ed terrorists and said that Kurdistan had
always "served as a refuge for oppressed peo-
ple," including Maliki himself. Maliki lived in
exile, mostly in Iran and Syria but with forays
into Kurdistan, for more than t$'o decades

during the rule of Saddam Hussein, the late
former strongman ousted in a U.S.-backed
invasion in zoo3.

The Iraqi prime minister has also accused the
Kurdish leadership of using the crisis to grab
territory-including the oil-rich region near
the city of Kirkuk-and to bolster the Kurds'
bid to split from Iraq.

Iast week, Ba¡zani asked Kurdish lawmakers
to proceed with preparations for a referen-
dum on Kurdish independence, enraging
Maliki. Whether the Kurdish independence
drive will move forward remains unclear.

Outside powers, including the United States,

Iran and T\rrkey, are generally cool to the idea
of a Kurdish state and have stressed the
importance of Iraq remaining intact.

Following elections in April, Iraqs major
political groupings-Shiites, Sunnis and
Kurds-have failed to agree on the nation's
leadership. Maliki, the most prominent mem-
ber of the dominant Shiite bloc, has resisted
efforts from critics to refrain f¡om seeking a

third term.

Detractors have accr¡sed Maliki of marginaliz-
ing Iraq's Kurdish and Sunni Arab minorities.
His supporters say he remains the top vote-
getter and that switching the prime minister
during a national security crisis would be a
sign of weakness to forces threatening the
Iraqi state. t

Bulos is c specíal conespondent.

Massoud Barzani
The presälent of lrnq's semï
nut onomous Kur d ish r e gion,
Ma ssou d B arzani, arria es

for a sessíon of the regional
parliammt in Irbil on luly
3. Barzøni's offce issued a

statemeflt luly 1,0 ilenounc-
ing lraqi Prime Minister
Nouri Maliki and calling on

him to resign. (Safn Hamed

I AFPI Getty lmages)

By Patrick J. McDonnell, Nabih
Bulos
July ro, zor4
www.latimes.corn

Ãfficials in Irao's semiautonomous
(-kurdish region hsÏed out Thursday at a
"hysterical" Prime Minister Nouri Maliki, cal-
ling for him to resign as Iraq's shaþ gover-

ning structure seemed to plunge further into
political disarray.

The escalating war ofwords between the cen-
lrøqi Pñme Minister Nouri Maliki is

called "hysterícal" by Kurdish offcials.

You must apolog¡ze
to the lraqi people
and step down. You
have destroyed the
country and some-

one who has
destroyed the coun-
try cannot save the
country from cr¡ses.

- From a statement issued by the

offce of Massoud Barzani, presi-
dent of the Kurdistan region,

addressíng lraqi Prime Minister

tral administration in Baghdad and the
Kurdish leadership in the north would appear
to diminish prospects ofa unified response to
a Sunni Muslimled insurgency that has seen

large swaths of Iraq fall out of government
control.

Meantime, the Kurdish political bloc in
Baghdad announced that it would boycott
Cabinet meetings. That move would appear to
exacerbate the nation's political paralysis.
The harsh words from the Kurdish leadership
came a day after Maliki delivered a polemical
broadside in his weekly address, accusing the
Kurds of allowing their capital, Irbil, to
become a "headquarters" for'terrorists" bent
on destroying the Iraqi state.

As both sides ratcheted up the rhetoric, long-
simmering tensions between Kurds and
Baghdad seemed headed for a showdown. On
Thursda¡ the office of Massoud Barzani, He was referring to an Al Qaeda breakaway
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Kurdísh Independences
Harder Tha,i lt Loofs

foost Hiltermann
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r¡rhe jihadist blitz through northwestern Iraq
I has ended the fragile peace that was establi-

shed after the 2007-2008 US surge. It has cast
grave doubt on the basic c pîcity of the Iraqi
army-reconstituted, trained and equipped at

great expense by Washington-to control the
country, and it could bring down the government
of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, whose eight-
year reign has been marred by mismanagement
and sectarian polarization. But for Iraqi Kurds,
the offensive by the Islamic State of Iraq and
Greater Syria (ISIS) and other groups has offered
a dramatic opportunity: a chance to expand their
own influence beyond lraqi Kurdistan and take

possession ofother parts of northern Iraq they've
long clairned as theirs.

At the heart ofthese 'disputed areas" is the strate-
gic city of Kirkuk, which the disciplined and

highly motivated Kurdish Peshmerga took over in
mid-fune, after Iraqi soldiers stationed there fled
in fear ofadvancing jihadists. A charmless city of
slightly less than one million people, Kirkuk
betrays little of its past as an important Ottoman
garrison town. The desolate ruin of an ancient
citadel, sitting on a mound overlooking the dried-
out Khasa River, is one of the few hints of the
city's earlier glory. Yet Kirkuk lies on top of one of
Iraq's largest oil fields, and with its crucial loca-
tion directly adjacent to the Kurdish region, the
city is the prize in the Kurds' long journey to
independence, a town they call their ferusalem.
When their Peshmerga fìghters easily took over a

few weeks ago, there was loud rejoicing through-
out the Kurdish land.

But while the Kurds beüeve Kirkuk's riches give

them crucial economic foundations for a sustain-
able independent state, the citys ethnic hetero-
geneity raises serious questions about their claims
to it. Not only is Kirkuk's population-as with
that ofmany other Iraqi cities, including Baghdad

itself-deeply intermixed. The disputed status of
its vast oil field also stands as a major obstacle to
any attempt to divide the country's oil revenues

equitably. To anyone who advocates dividing Iraq
into neat ethnic and sectarian groups, Kirkuk
shows just how challenging that would be in prac-
tice.

fhe deffnitive loss of Kirkuk and the giant oil
I field surrounding it could precipitate the

breakup of lraq, and while the present govern-
ment in Baghdad is in no position to resist

Kurdish control, a restrengthened leadership
might, in the future, seek to retake the city by

Ak o Ra she e iU Reuterc I C o¡bis
Ku¡ilísh securtty forces on the ottskirts

of Kirkuk on the ilag the Kurds seized
control of the city, lune 12,2074

force. For the Kurds, the sudden territorial gains

may also not be the panacea they seem to think
they are. The Kurdish oil industry is still much in
development, and if the Kurdish region loses

access to Baghdad's annual budget allocations
without a ready alternative, it is likely to face a
severe economic crisis. Moreove¡ the same jiha-
dist insurgency that has enabled Kurdish
advances in the disputed territories is also a
potent new threat to the Kurds themselves. So the
taking of Kirkuk poses an urgent question: how
important is Iraç stability to the Ku¡ds' own
security and long-term aims?

¡fìrst visited Kirkuk some twentythree years

Iago, driving from Baghdad and entering from
the west. Coming up from the capital in those
days one had little doubt that one was in ,{rab
areas all the way to the outskirts of Kirkuk, while
the city itself, like many urban conglomerations
in the wider region, was home to many different
ethnic and religious groups, none ofthem domi-
nant. There were Shia mixed in with Sunnis, and
along with three major ethnicities-Arab,
Kurdish, and Turkic-the city contained a smaller
population of Chaldo-Assyrian Christians, who
claimed to be original inhabitants of what was

known in ancient times as Arrapha. In fact, des-

pite the Kurds' strong presence in Kirkuk toda¡
many of them were relatively late arrivals, having
settled mostly in the years since the oil industry
fìrst took hold in the 1930s.

Kurdish nationalists had long made it a quest to
incorporate Kirkuk into the Kurdish region. But
in 1991, with Saddam Hussein still in power after
the Gulf War ended, Iraqi forces reasserted con-
trol over the north, brutally crushing the Kurdish
uprising. I was one of the fìrst Western visitors to

the town after these tragic events, traveling for
Physicians for Human Rights. The detritus of
recent conflict was everywhere: earthmovers sys-

tematically flattening a Kurdish neighborhood;
dead bodies and overturned tractor carts strewn
along the road to Erbil; maimed victims of land-
mines in a Suleimaniya hospital; a grimacing
Kurdish fìghter bound to something that looked
like a telephone pole being carried, face down,
into a Chamchamal police station.

To behold such agony, one could only feel sympa-
thy for the Kurds. In seven decades of being
Iraqis, they had never had control of their own
destiny. Instead, their villages had been destroyed

and their population subjected to gas attacks and
mass killings amounting to genocide, In Kirkuk,
successive Iraqi regimes had uprooted many
Kurds and resettled Arabs from the south to sup-

plement indigenous tribes.

¡ollowing the Gulf War, when the US enforced
I'a no-fly zone and Baghdad withdrew its
troops, the Kurdish autonomous region to the
north of Kirkuk gained de facto independence
(while being economically suffocated by its
neighbors); after the 2003 US invasion it became

a region in a federal Iraq. But Kirkuk was not part
ofthis region, its status being left to a referendum
to be carried out before the end of2007; the ina-
bility ofthe federal governrnent in Baghdad and

the Kurdish regional government in Erbil to
resolve their differences ensured that such a refe-

rendum never took place.

The Kurds have tried to play down the irnpor-
tance ofKirkuk's oil revenues, but the city's over-
riding economic value is clear. Until recentl¡ rev-
enue from the Kirkuk oil fìeld (which in 2013

came to about $6 billion from the export of
180,000 barrels per day, far below the fìeld's

potential) was the only wealth to be derived in
Iraq's north, and it landed in Baghdad's coffers.

Since 2003, foreign companies have also been

busy prospecting for oil in the Kurdish region,
registering major finds and thereby in theory
diminishing the singular value of Kirkuk to the
Kurdish government, This yea¡ the completion of
a new pipeline from lraqi Kurdistan to Turkey has

allowed the Kurds to begin shipping Kurdish oil
from its own fields directly to Turkey without
seeking Baghdad's approval.

Vet it remains unclear how readily this Kurdish
I oil can be sold in the international market, as

buyers fear litigation by the national government
in Baghdad. The stranded oil tanker carrying the
fìrst shipment of Kurdish crude-it has been

stuck off the coast of Morocco, prevented from
discharging its load-is emblematic of the difiì-
culty a non-state entity faces in fìnding buyers in
defiance ofa sovereign state's export policy. In the
meantime, the Kurdish regiorls economic boom
has been fìnanced far less by its own oil revenue

than by its share in Iraqt national budget, which
derives instead from the sale ofoil from the coun-
try's vast oil fìelds in the south. As part of an
ongoing political dispute between the central
govemment and the Kurds, Baghdad has with-
held Erbil's budget since the beginning of this
year, a situation that, if it continues, could B
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s make Kurdish authorities all the more despe-
rate to establish their own independent revenue

stream.

Until recentl¡ the Baghdad-controlled North Oil
Company piped Kirkukt oil westward to Baiji,
then northward to the Turksh border and on to
the Mediterranean. Now, with the Kirkuk oil field
in the hands of Kurdish Peshmerga, the Kurds
have a historic opportunity to send the cityt oil
through the new pipeline to Turkey instead, thus
bypassing Arab territory and therefore any sort of
Arab control, whether from Baghdad or jihadist
insurgents. Moreover, having seized the city, they
will try to accelerate its accession to the Kurdish
region by council vote and local ¡eferendum. As
Falah Mustafa Bakir, the Kurds' de facto foreign
minister, declared in an interview "the border has

changed. The political reality has changed. The
power balance has changed. And...Baghdad is far
away''

If the Kurds manage to fìnd buyers for their oil
and the Iraqi government remains palralyznd by
sectarian waB the Kurds will be taking one giant
step toward independence, with Kirkuk included
in their new state, Abandoning all his customary
reluctance to be called out on the statehood ques-
tion, the regional president, Masoud Barzani, has

now said he would like to see a referendum on
Kurdish independence within months, But there
are many obstacles to such a plan.

rfrhe first is the Obama administration, which
I do., not want to see Iraq break up and could

tryto block further sales of Kurdish oil. The US is

seeking to contain the conflict between the coun-
try's competing ethnic and religious groups
within the national borders established almost a

hundred years ago. Thus Washington is now pus-
hing for a truly inclusive power-sharing govern-
ment in Baghdad that could be supported by lran.
(For this, the next prime minister would have to
be a Shia Islamist, like Maliki.) If such a national
compact can be reached and upheld-that holy
grail of the post-2003 US enterprise in lraq-the
Kurds will have to play an essential part in it.

It is therefore more likely that, rather than mfüng
a beeline for an independence that neither the US
nor Turkey seems to support, the Kurds will find
themselves negotiating again in Baghdad, but this
time with a significantly stronger card in their
hands: their control ofKirkuk oil. As long as they
are hitched to Iraq, the Kurds will demand guar-
antees for the timely and full delivery of the
region's annual budget allocation, the right to
export and sell Kurdish oil, and Baghdad's acqui-
escence to their permanent stewardship of Kirkuk
and its resources. Ofcourse, these are conditions
that in and of themselves would advance their
march toward independence, with their own oil-
produced income gradually replacing the budget
allocations derived from southern oil, and any
would-be Iraqi leader who agrees to them could
be committing political suicide. Negotiations
toward a new government will therefore be hard
and diffìcult.

Another obstacle to the Kurds' quest for Kirkuk is

the unresolved matter ofthe location ofthe future
independent entity's boundary. This is where oil
deposits become pivotal, especially in an econo-
my where a single commodity accounts for over
90 percent of national income (in both Iraq and
the Kurdish region).

¡inall¡ having taken over Mosul and other
I'cities in northern lraq, Islamist militants are
facing off with the Kurds along a line the lengh of
the Kurdish region. In Kirkuk, the jihadists are
virtually at the city gates. For now, their attention
is trained on the Shias in Baghdad, but this could
change. Already, there have been deadly clashes
near Khanaqin, in the far eastern sector ofthe dis-
puted teûitories on the Iranian border. Other
areas with a mix of population groups, such as

Tuz Khurmatu, will be equally susceptible to
lethal confrontations, The threat posed by these
groups suggests that, for the moment, Baghdad

and the Kurds need each other.

What is required-now more than ever-is an
inclusive national pact, hammered out by all
major Iraqi parties, including the Kurds, that
would bring Sunnis back into the government,
allow for Kirkuk to be sha¡ed and to retain its
multicultural character, and to settle the para-
mount question how lraqi hydrocarbons are to be
managed and revenues distributed. The alterna-
tive could be unending conflict, however strong
the Kurds may seem today.

¡¡t

Iraq's Mal¡k¡ ousts Kurdish foreign
m¡nister Zebarat installs Shiite replacement

Tensions between lraq's central government and the
sem¡-autonomous Kurdish reg¡on intensified Friday
after Pr¡me Minister Nouri al-Maliki replaced Foreign
Minister Hoshyar Zebari, a Kurd, with a member of h¡s
own Sh¡¡te bloc, Hussain Shahristani.

By JC Finley I July 77, 2074 (UPI)

BAGHDAD, --Iraq¡ Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki confirmed Friday he
has replaced Foreign M¡nister Hoshyar Zebari, a Kurd, with a member
of his own Sh¡¡te bloc, Hussain Shahristani.

Maliki's decision to replace Zebari further escalates tens¡ons between
the Iraq¡ central government and the the sem¡-autonomous Kurdish
region in lraq's north.

On Wednesday, the prime min¡ster alleged in a televised address that
Erbil, the capital of the semi-autonomous Kurdistan Regional
Government, was "becoming a base for the operations of the Islam¡c
State and Baathists and al-Qaida and the terrorists."
Infuriated, the Kurds announced on Thursday the Kurdish bloc in
Iraq's central government would boycott Cabinet meetings.

One Kurdish regional government offìcial said that Maliki's decision to
remove Zebari from his position in the central government suggests
the end of inclusive govern¡ng.

"with this step, the prime minister doesn't leave any room for power
shar¡ng," sa¡d Kurdistan Regional Government Foreign Affairs Minister
Faleh Mustapha. "Had our m¡n¡sters resigned from the government or
if we had withdrawn entirely from the government, it would be diffe-
rent, but we are still part¡c¡pating ¡n the polit¡cal process."

lraqi Prime Minister Nourt al-Møliki (R) anil baqí Foreign
Affairc Minìstet Hoshyør Zebøñ aildress rcporterc at the
Elysee PøIace after meeting with French President Nicolas
Sarkozy ín París on Møy 4,2009, (UPI Photol Døaid Silpa)

At dawn on Fr¡day, Kurdish Peshmerga forces seized control of two key
o¡l facilities in the north previously run by the lraq¡ government.

As Iraq battles Sunni insurgents, it continues to grapple w¡th govern-
ment formation. Iraq's parliament has not yet been able to agree on
candidates to f¡ll the senior pos¡t¡ons of parliamentary speaker (typi-
cally a Sunni), president (typically a Kurd), and prime minister
(typically a Shia). +
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L'avancée des djihadistes etla débandade de l'armée régulière irakienne
ont provoqué un afflux de volontaires

Reportagc
Bagdad
Envoyé spécial

L
a supplique s'élève dans une
petite pièce surchauffée, satu-
rée de larmes et de sueur, au

reZ-de-chaussée d'une bicoque de
Sadr City, Ie chaudron chiite de
l'est de Bagdad. rReçoisle auprès
de toi ô AIi, reçoisle toÌ auprès de
foi / r Ce jeudi 3 iuillet une vingtai-
ne d'hommes entreillis implorent
la figure tutélaire de l'islam chiite,
devant le cercueil d'un de leurs
camarades, tué dans les combats
contre des insurgés sunnites.

Ils appartiennent à l'Armée du
Mokhtar, une milice à la réputa-
tion sulfureuse rattachée au Hez-
bollah irakien, une officine de
Téhéran sans lien organique avec
le mouvement chiite libanais dont
elle porte le nom. Après avoir
embrassé le catàfalque, les milÈ
ciens so¡tent en sanglotant, avec
de grands gestes démonstratifs,
dans une ruelle écrasée de soleil,
au milieu des voisins et des
parentsdu<marþtr>.

Nomrné Mohamed Moshen,
âgé de ztans, celui-ci venait de
rejoindre les rangs de l'Armée du
Mokhtar, en réponse à la fatwa
(<< décret >) de l'ayatollah Ali Al-Sis-
tani. Le 13 iuin, aprèslaprisede Mos-
soulpar les diihadistes de lEtat isìa-
mique (EI), le guide spirituel des

< Après les funérailles
de.monfrèrg

ie m'engagerai (...).

Nousrecherchons
touslemart5rre ))

UnJeunc chiitr Oc Saar Clt¡t

chiites irakiens avait appelé ses

fidèles à prendre les armes. <Il est
mort sur lefront est, dans la provin-
ce de Diyola, bredouille son frère,
Na'a. Après les funérailles, ie m'en-
gagerai à rnon touL ainsi que mes
deux outres frères. Nous recher-
chonstous Ie martyre. t

Comme Mohamed Mohsen, des
dizaines de milliers de chiites ira-
kiens, galvanisés par la menace dii-

hadiste, ont décidé de monter àu
front. L'ampleur de cet afflux est
impossible à mesurer précisément.
On peut dire qu'il a dopé la force de
frappe des milices déjà bien éta-
blies comme Asa'ib Ahl Al-Haq (<< la
ligue des vertueux >), en charge des
basses æuvres de Nouri Al-Maliki,
I'Arméedu Mehdi, affilléeau mou-
vement sad¡iste, ou la brigade
Badr, rattachée au.ministre de3
transports, HadiAl-Ameri, Et qu'il a
contribué à I'essor de formations
paramilitaires plus confi dentielleS,

telles I'Armée du Moukhtar, fon-
dée début zor3, ou les brigades du
Hezbollah, une autie création des
gardiens de la révolution iraniens.
rLes milices ont saÍsi I'occasion de
Iaþtw a d' AI - S t stani p ou rþi re étalo'
ge de leurforcer, explique Hamed
Al-Sayed, iournaliste à Mada, un
quotidien irakien indépendant.

Beaucoup deces volontaires ont
l'habitude des armes. Ce sont d'an-
ciens soldats de I'armée régulière,
des vétérans de l'insunection anti-
américaine des années 2ooo ou
des miliciens rappelés de Syrie, où
ils combattent les opposants au
régime de Bachar Al-Assa{.

HusseinAbou Aytan, un trente-
naire de Sadr City, est l'un d'eux.
Commandant d'une unité d'Asa'ib
Ahl Al-Haq, affecté en zor3 à la
défense du mausolée chiite de
Sayeda Zeinab, dans la banlieue de
Damas, il opère aujourd'hui sur le
front nord, en llsière de Samarra et
de Tikrit: <(Nous sommes un Peu.
co mme une unité d' élite, notre mi s'
sion consíste à préparer Iè terrain
pourl'avancée des tanks. >

Lo Prrlomont lrallen
sutpend sce trevaux

Miné parles divisiotrs, Ie Parle-
ment irakien élu en avril a repor-
té au l2aott la session cruciale
qui devait à nommer un gouverne-
ment. Gette déclsion, prise lundi
Tjuillet en raison de I'lncapacité
des partis þolitiques à s'enten-
dre sur les trois principaux pos-
tes du nouvel exécutif, risque
d'entrátenir la paralysie politi-
que alôrs que les ljihadlstes de
l'Etat islamique, qui contrôlent le
nord du pays, menacent Bagdad.

Après la débandade de l'armée à
Mossoul, imputée à l'incurie du
commandement etau manque de
motivation des troupiers, les mili-
ciens se présentent volontiers
comme des soldats modèles, gui-
dés par la foi, donc infaillibles. < 5i
Bagdad a été sécurisé, ce n'est pas
grâce à I'Etat, c'est grâce aux mil-
líers d'hommes et defemmes, Par-
fois armés d'un simple bâton, qui
ont répondu à l'appel d'Al-Sista-

ni>, assure Mehdi Al-Batdt, un
cadre du Hezbollah irakien.

Officiellement, cette mobilisa-
tion se fait sous l'égide du ministè-
re de la défense. Accusé de souffler
sur les braises de la guerre confes-
sionnelle qui a ravägé l'Irak
entre2oo6 et 2oo8, le dignitaiqe
chiite a revu et corrigé safatwa ini-
tiale, en soulignant la nécessité
d'intégrer les miliciens dans I'ar-
mée. Du côté des sadristes, on insis-
te sur le fait que la vocation des
Sarayat Al-Salam (< brigades de la
paix>), la nouvelle dénomination
de l'A¡mée du Mehdi, est exclusive-
ment défensive.'<Leur mission
consiste à protéger tous les lieux
saints, chiites, sunnites ou chré-
tiensr, professe Sayyed Ibrahim
Al-)abli, responsable du mouve-

ment pour l'est de Bagdad.
Une maisonnette poussiéreu-

se sur les ¡ives du Tigre, dans le
quartier de Kerada. C'est le siège
des brigades du Hezbollah. Trois
canapés fatigués et une table avec
une. imprimante débranchée
.font office de réception. Le leader
des brigades, un chef de tribu
nommé Abbas Al-Mohamedâwi,
étant indisponible, il se fait repré-
senter parson < secrétaire person-
nel,u, Seil Al-lvlohamedawi, Che-
veu gominé, lunettes d'aviateur,
un double holster sanglé à la poi-
trine avec pistolet Glock d'un
côté et chargeurs de rechange de
l'autre: le trentenaire ne passe
pas inaperçu,

Sous le regard de ses adioints, il
explique avoir recruté dix mille
volontaires, payés le même salaire
que dans I'armée, soit environ
rooodollars par mois (35euros).
Une coquette somme dans l'Irak
d'aujourd'hui, susceptible de riva-
liser avec la foi et l'amour de la
nation au registre des motiva-
tions. trNous ne sommes pas une
milice, nous sommes Ià pour défen-
dre I'Irak, tous les ordres viennent
de l'état-major¡r, insiste le jeune
<pistolero r. Tous;sauf les promo-

A S¡drCity, vttle dela banlieue de D¡gd¡d, revue de troupes duHezbollah
irakien dtrtgé par Wothiq Al-Battat (au centre, en nolr), le 5 fulllel.

LAURENI VAN DER SToCKT/GETTY REPoRTAGTS PoUR nLt iáoNDEr
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tions. Le mécanisme de distribu-
tion des grades est généralement
laissé à l'appréciation du chef de
milice. n C'est co mme ça qu'on voit

sur les checkpoints des colonels de

30ansÐ, remarque le iournaliste
HamedAl-Sayed.

Dimanche 6juillet, trois iours
après ses funérailles, l'Armée du
Moukhtar organise une parade en
l'honneui de Mohamed Mohsen,
le martyi de Sadr City. Une cin-
quantaine de miliciens aux unifor-
mes dépareillés, défilent d'un pas

( Les milices chiites
portenttoutautant
préjudiceàÏIrak

quelescombattants
del'Etatislamique u

HamodAl-Sayod
du quotidien indépendant

< Mada>

maladroit devant Wathiq Al-Batat,
le chef du Hezbollah irakien. Fami-
Iier des déclarations incendiaires,
ce fanatique enturbanné promet
de marcher sur l'Arabie saoudite,
après avoir libéré Mossoul et l'An-
bar, la région de l'ouest de l'Irak
tombée, elle àussi, aux mains de
l'Etat islamique.

Bien qu'elles se prétendent e¡r
voie d'intégration à l'armée, Ies
milices conservent leur affiliation
politique Pro-Maliki pour Asa'ib
Ahl Al-Haq, antiMaliki pour l'Ar-
mée du Mehdi. Entre les deux for-
mations qui n'en faisaient qu'une
jusqu'en zoo8, la haine est viscéra-
le et les affrontements quasi routi-
niers. Au début du mois, d'autres
combats internes au camþ chiite
se sont déroulés à Kerbala, entre
Jund Al-Sama (< les soldats du
ciel l), l'aile militaire du mouve-
ment messianique Al-Sarkhi, et les
services de sécurité irakiens, épau-
lés par Asa'ib, faisant plusieurs
dizaines de morts.

<Les milices chiites portent tout
autant préiudice à I'Etat et au teni-
toire irakìen que les diihadistes de
I'Etat islamiqug prévient Hamed
Al-Sayed.En les absorbant dans I'ar-
mée, on prend Ie risque que celle-ci
se transfo r me en u ne grande milice
constituée sur une base exclusive-
ment sectaire. Maliþi devrait se
méfier: un jour, Ies paramilitaires
se retourneront contre lui. tl

B¡N'ÁMINBARTHT

frlflonôc
Mercredi 9 iuillet 2014

( Les sunnites ont plus peur des milices
chiites que des diihadistes >

Reportage
Bagdad
Envoyé spécial

Il y a dix ans, c'était un parc pour
enfants. Les jeunes d'Adhameya,
quartier sunnite de Bagdad,
venaient yiouer au football.
Aujourd'hui, ce terrain pelé, en bor-
dure du Tigre, est un cimetière.
Une forêt de pierres tombales y a
poussé durantles années noires
de la guene civile (zoo6-zoo8), à
l'époque où les habitants, entou-
rés de zones d'habitation chiites,
n'osaient plus faire un pas en
dehors du quartier. <Toutes les
personnes enterrées icí sont des
martyrs, des victimes des milices,
soupire unemployé du cimetière.
II y en a ehviron huit mÍlle.' ¡

Abdel Rassoul Mansour patien-
te à l'ombre d'un eucalyptus. Vêtu
d'une chemise à carreaux bleu
ciel sur un pantalon de flanelle,
cet entrepreneur attend la
dépouille de son cousin, que les

femmes de la famille sont en train
de laver. Le chauffeur de taxi de

5o ans a été àbàttu la veille au
soir, dimanche 6 juillet, à la sortie
de sh mosquée, à Dora, un quar-
tier sunnite du sud de Bagdad.

tmplantéclans le < triangle de
ìa mort >, haut lieu des affronte-
ments entre soldats américains et
militants d'AþQaida durant les
années zooo, l'endroit est qua-
ilrillé parles services de sécurité
et les milices ehiites, qui le pen-
sent infesté de cellules dorman-
tes de' l'Etat islamique (EI). Quand
on I'interroge sur l'assassiri de
son cousin, Abdel Rassoul esquis-
.se un sourire entendu : n Vous
savez mieuxquemoi. ¡t

Bagdad n'ept pas Benghazi. Les
miliciens n'ydévalent pai les rues
à tombeau ouvert, dans des pick-
up bourrés d'armes. Ils savent opé-
rer discrètement, dans des voitu-
res banalisées et des tenues passe-
partout ou bien des uniformes,
qui ne les distinguent pas vrai-
ment des forces de sécurité. Diffi-

cile d'identifier dans la rue un
membre d'Asa'ibAhlAl-Haq (<< la
ligue des vertueux >), I'armée pri-
vée du premier ministre irakien
NouriAl-Maliki.

Terreur silencieuse
Ce groupe, qui bénéficie cl'une

liberté d'action quasi totale, est
pourtant omniprésent ; aux por-
tes de la Zone verte, cette forteres-
se dans la forteresse, qui abrite les
principales institutions du PaYs ;

surles points de contrôle, Ies plus
sensibles de laville, bardés de
mur en béton; dans les quartiers
comme Dora, Hamadiya ou Saa-

diya, ces anciens bastions de l'in-
surrection anti-américaine, en
proiq à des violences récurrentes.

Ses membres, de ieunes chiites
fanatisés, affranchis de tout contrô-
le, à part celui du premier ministre,
sont la hantise deCsunnites, < On a
plus peur des milices chiites que des

diihadistes de IfIr, confie un ieune
employé d'une ambassade occiden-
tale, qui préfère rester anonyme.

Le calvaire de Liqaa Salman,
petite d4me coiffée d'un chignon,
en dit Iong sur cette terreur silen-
cieuse. Elle reçoit dans la cuisine
de sa maison, où flotte un parfum
d'aubergines frites, à Sayhouna,
un quartierprisé par les hauts gra-
dés de l'armée. Depuis que des
hornmès encagoulés sont veúus
arrêter son frère Nabil, le z mai, en
pìeine nuit, elle n'a plus eu de nou-
velles de lui. Aucun signe devie.
Tous les services de police et de
renseignements où elle est allée
plaider sa cause lui ont déclaré
n'avoir pas gu connaissance de
son cas. Patron d'un petit super-
marché, il avait déià été embarqué
par la police deux semaines avant
les législatives du 3o avril, comme
beaucoup d'habitants du quartier.
Puis il avait été relâché au lende-
main du scrutin, qui s'était dérou-
lé dans un calme inattendu. < Qui
peut avoír intérêt àI'arrêter à nou-
veau, dix heures après sa libéra-
tion?,
par l'a ne

soit pas entreles mains d'Asa'ib. ¡
Alafin de zot3,la marja'iya (tes

plus hautes autorités de l'islam
chiite) avait enioint M. Al-Maliki
de mettre sous les verrous tous les
chefs de milices coupables d'abus.
Seul Wathiq Al-Battat, le chef de
l'Armée du Moukhtar, provoca-
teur anti-sunnite bien connu, avait
été arrêté, avant que la procédure
ne soit annulée quelques iours
plus tard, en raison, officiellement,
d'un manque d'éléments à charge.

Ala mêmeépoque, Ie gouvqr-
norat de Bagdad planchait sur un
proiet visant à quadriller la capita-
le par des caméras de sécurité.
k De s consultations av aient com -

mencé avec diverses sociétés, dont
Iafrançaise Thalig raconte un
familier du do ssiet, Quand le p re-
mier ministre en a eu vent, iI a
ordonné Ie retrait de toutes lesfor-
ces de sécurité protégeant Ie gou-
vernorat. Le lendemain,le projet
était suspendu. r On ne touche
pas aux milices de M.Maliki.¡

B.B.
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KURDISTAN

-A[-Hayat Londres

eaucoup de Kurdes disent qu'il
faut "søisír l'occasion pour décla-
rer I'indépendance du Kurdistan".

Cþst-à-dire proflter des événements qui
se précipitent en Syrie et en lrak, avec
l'extension de l'influence des radicaux
islamistes de l'Etat islamique en lrak et
au Levant (EIIL). Les Kurdes sont depuis
longtemps tiraillés entre leurs identités au
sein des différentes nations et leur propre
rêve national, après que les accords Sykes-
Picot faccord franco-brirannique de 1916
sur le partage du Moyen-Orient] les ont
dispersés dans quatre pays [Turquie, Irak,
Iran et Syrie] sans leur accorder un Etat.

En lran, I'activisme kurde aété contenu
par I'idéologie de la révolution islamique
d'une part, la répression généralisée de
l'autre. En Syrie, ils sont beaucoup moins
nombreux et vivent dans des zones
géographiquement discontinues. C'est
probablement ce qui explique qu'ils näient
pas misé sur le nationalisme ethniçe mais
sur la revendication de leurs droits en Syrie
et l'établissement d'un Etat démocratique
garantissant l'égalité citoyenne.

En Turquie et en lrak, en revanche, les
Kurdes ont longtemps mené la lutte armée
contre le pouvoir central. En Turquie, le PKK
[e mouvement de guérilla kurde] a ensuite
fait le choix stratégique de renoncer à la

violence et de reconnaître l'Etat turc, pour
se contenter de revendiquer I'autonomie.
En lrak, ce n'est qu'après la guerre de
libération du Koweït, en r99r, qu'ils ont
bénéficié de ['instauration d'une zone
d'exclusion aérienne] pour déveþper une
large autonomie defacto. Toutefois, malgré
les souffrances subies [de la part du régime
de Saddam Hussein], ils ont penché en faveur
de leur maintien au sein de l'Etat irakien.

Leurvolonté de resterirakiens était encore
plus claire après la chute de Saddam Hussein,
en zoo3, suivie delafédéralisation dupays,
de la reconnaissance de leurs institutions,
de l'adoption du kurde comme seconde
langue officielle dupays etde la désþation
du fleader kurde] Jalal Talabani comme
président de l'Irak.

Leur nouveau statut n'a pas empêché la
question nationale de rester l'obsession de
certains, que ce soit en raison du système
irakien de quotas, qui défigure ladémocratie
et contredit l'égalité citoyenne, ou en
raison de la succession de gouvernements
corrompus à Bagdad, qui cherchent à
accaparer le pouvoir au lieu de construire
un Etat garant de l'égalité des chances.
Aujourd'hui, c'est donc le nationalisme
kurde qui a le vent en poupe. Ce n'est pas
seulement parce que les Kurdes perçoivent
de plus en plus le cadre national irakien
comme une contrainte. Cþst également
à cause des espoirs déçus du 'rprintemps

arabe". Au lieu d'apporter le changement
démocratique, celui-ci s'est traduit par des
violences et l'avancée de forces islamistes
qui nbnt rien à voir avec les idées de liberté
et de droits de I'homme.

Mais ce regain de nationalisme kurde
s'explique aussi par l'attitude des forces
adverses, c'est-à-dire des nationalistes
arabes, qui n'ontrompuni avec les illusions
du passé, ni avec le chauvinisme qui
conduit à piétiner les minorités, ni avec la
conviction que le pluralisme est le produit
de la colonisation.

Ces nationalistes arabes se sont
évidemment précipités pour dénoncer les
nouvelles velléités indépendantistes kurdes,
mettant engarde contre la démocratie et les
valeurs de pluralisme, arguant qu'on ne peut
se fier aux Kurdes, qui cacheraient bien leur
j eu mais qui, le moment venu, n-hésiteraient
pas à réaliser leur projet national au
détriment de leurs compatriotes irakiens.
Toutefois, dbutres voix kurdes s'inscrivent
en faux contre la tentation indépendantiste.
D'un point de vue pragmatique, ils sont
conscients du refus que la communauté
internationale et les quatre pa¡n oìrvivent les
Kurdes directement concernés opposeront
à toute tentative de changer la carte de la
région. Ils prédisent qulune telle aventure

non seulement demandera des sacrifrces
inutíles, mais risquera également de les
priver de leurs acquis actuels. De même
estiment-ils que larelative autonomie dont
ils jouissent au sein des Etats existants
permet un développement économique
qu'il serait difficile de maintenir dans le
cadre d'une entité purement kurde face
aux luttes qui opposent les grands blocs
politiques et économiques.

Ces voix kurdes craignent aussi qu'un
projet ethnique ne suscite le rnême esprit
chauvin et les mêmes excès tyranniques
ilue ceux que les nationalismes arabes.
Par conséquent, ils appellent plutôt leurs
compatriotes à s'impliquer dans chacun des

quatre pays qui se partagent le Kurdistan
historique afin de faire triompher la
construction d'un Etat démocratique fondé
sur l'égalité citoyenne, respectueux des

droits de l'homme etprotégeanttoutes les

composantes ethniques.

-Akrsm Al-Bunnl
Publié le z juillet

Counnien intennational - n" rz36duro aur6juilletzot4

Ahautevoixpour
I'indépendance
Eparpillés entre quatre pays, les Kurdes se demendent
si le chaos actuel en Syrie et en Irak ne devrait pes les inciter
à proclamer leur Etet.

V "C'est Ie rnment de proclømer I'indépendance..."
Dessin de stephfi Thailande.
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P'INT GHAUD

( Llindépendance

du Kurdistan
irakien de plus

en plus probable r
cLAUDE r,Évpseur

T ! Histoire a donné un bon coup d'accéléra-
L teur au Moyen-Orient, comme ça lui arrive
à I'occasion. Ulrak est en train de se désinté-
grer. Déjà autonome depuis des lustres, le Kur-
distan irakien a touteç les chances de devenir
bientôt le prochain Etat indépendant sur la
mappemonde.

læs Kurdes d'Irak ont annoncé la tenue pro-
chaine du référendum sur I'indépendance qu'ils

Kendal Nezan,

ont reporté pendant onze ans
pour donner sa chance à I'Irak
post-Saddam Hussein, qu'on au-
rait voulu stable, démocratique,
inclusif et fédéral.

< L' in d,óþ endøn c e d,eai e nt d e

þlus en þlus þrobable, d'abord
þørce que les Kurdes, þour rern-
þlir le ai,de laíssó d,erri,ère elle
þar I'armée iraki,enne, ont en-
aoyé leurs forces de sécurité
contrôler I'ensemble des terri-
toires þeuþlós d'une majorité deprésident de

l'Instihrtkurde Kurdesr, estime le D'Kendal
de Paris Nezan, le président fondateur

de I'Institut kurde de Paris,
dans un entretien téléphonique.

Ainsi, le Kurdistan irakien a maintenant plus
d'un mi[ier de kilomètres de frontière avec le
nouvel Etat islamique proclamé par les djiha-
distes sunnites en lrak, et seulement quinze
avec le gouvernement de Bagdad,, .rqui est de-
nenu un gluuernement régional,,, o Dans cette si-
tuøtion où un conflit entre Arabes sunnites et
chi,ites risque non seulement de se déaeloþþer,
mais de s'aggrauer, les Kurd,es, comme ils
l'øuaient déjà dit, ne þrendront þas þarti, íls sui-
uront leur þroþre cheminr, ajoute le D'Nezan.

Ce dernier croit qu'ils on'ont þlus guère d'autre
choir, que de se doter d'un pays indépendanl
Depuis le départ des militaires américains en dé
cembre 2011, Bagdad ne s'est pas acquitté de
ses obligations constitutionnelles, selon lui. [.e
gouvernement central n'a versé au gouverne-

mentrégional kurde qu'une partie de I'allocation
budgétaire prévue. cessant même tout paiement

SATIIN HAMDD AGDNCII IIRANCE.PRIJSSD

Manifestation dans le nord de l'Irak le 3 juillet
dernier pour réclamer llindépendance du lfurdistan.

en janvier. -Les 
Kurdes se sont vus obligés de

,prendre les choses en main et d'exporter eux-
mêmes leur propre pétrole, soutient M. Nezan.

oLes choses se feront conformément aur règles
du d.roit international, ajoute le président de
I'Institut kurde, conscient que, depuis un siècle,
lTndépendance kurde, pourtant promise après la
chute de I'Empire ottoman, est restée entourée

circonstances et
l, je þense qu'au-
re choix ile lø þo-

þulation kurde si elle choisit I'indéþendanbe.,
oLe gouaernement de Bagdød est deaenu un

goaoernentent chiite qui Íonctionne d'une mø-
ni,òre clanique et qai monoþolise le þouaoir,
poursuit le D'Nezan. t <on ne
ua þas leurfaire la gu þour an
dioorce cioilisë, à I'amiabler.,

Iæ facteur tr¡rc
Dotés de leur propre armée, les puissants

,rþeshmergas", les Kurdes d'Irak, sont plutôt
bien placés pour endiguer toute progression
des djihadistes sunnites vers la Turquie et le
reste du Proche-Orient. Cette donnée fait réflê
chir dans les chancelleries.

Alors qu'elle s'apprêtait à intervenir milit¿ire
ment contre eux il y a tout juste quelques an-
nées, la Turquie est peut-être devenue leur
meilleure amie.

oll y a beøucouþ de þétrole et de gaz au Kur-
distan, et Ia, Turqaie en a, besoi.n þour son dêae-
loþþement, fait par ailleurs remarquer Kendal
Nezan. Elle est très déþendønte de la Russi,e et de
l'Iran, qui ont été deax þuissances riuales, histo-
riquement. Le Kardistan irakien est deaena I'un
des þrinciþaur þartenaires co¡nmerciøur de Iø
Turquie. On þeut d,ire que c'est l'óconomie qui ø
adouci les mæurs þolitiques turques. >

Ankara a déjà fait, ces dernières années, des
gestes en faveur de sa propre minorité kurde et
engagé un dialogue avec ses représentants.
Ainsi, I'enseignement de la langue, qui était
bannie de l'espace public il y a peu, est au-
jourd'hui permis à I'université et dans le sec-
teur privé. Cette ouverfirre au fait kurde ne fait
pas l'unanimité au sein de I'appareil du pouvoir
turc, comme est venu le rappeler I'assassinat en
janvier 2013 de quatre militantes à Paris. Crime
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dans lequel on a vu la main de membres des
services secrets turcs.

Iæ point d'interrogation iranien
La Turquie compte 14 millions de Kurdes;

environ deux fois plus que I'Irak. En Syrie, oir
ils totalisent environ deux millions d'âmes, ils
contrôlent aujourd'hui les trois cantons où ils
sont majoritaires.

Lilran, avec ses dix millions de Kurdes, de-
meure <lø nnu,e>. oll y a un coîtner-
cle sur une ébullition. Ils sont double-
nent di,scriminós: en tant que sunnites et en tønt
que Kurdes. I¿ur tawc ile þaqti.ciþøtion à lø der-

Intcn¡¡tion¡l Neiu llork @tmeo JULYt2-t3,20t4

nière élection þrésidentielle étaít inférieur ò 700/o,

fait remarquer le président de l'Institut kurde
de Paris. L'attitude de l'Irøn est þour l'instønt
oþaque. Tout déþendra si le gouoernement kurde
autorise les Anéricains à étøbli,r ane base døns la
région, ce que I me
un acte hostile. ür-
rait aaoir besoín d'accords de sécurító øaec d,es

þøys occidentau,r, rnais il þoarrøit øussì chokir
d,e deaenir une zlne tamþon neutre, comme la
Suisse ou la Suùhe.,

Le Deaoir

Iraq plans to oust minister
as Kurds seize 2 oil fields
BAGHDAD

Taking of Kirkuk facilities
condemned by official as

violation of sovereignty

BYALISSAJ, RUBIN

The dangerous struggle between the
leadership of lraq and tlte country's
Kurdlsh minority intensified Friday, as
the Kurds seized two oil production fa-
cilities in Kirkuk Province and the
prime minister announced that he was
appointing a temporary replacement
for the foreign minister.

The prime minister, Nuri Kamal al-
Maliki, a Shiite, moved to replace the
current foreign minister, Hoshyar Ze-
bari, a Kurd, with Hussain Shahristani,
a Shiite from Mr. Mallki's bloc. Mr. Ma-
liki was responding to a decision by Mr.
Zebari and other Kurdish cabinet mem-
bers to boycott babinet meetingS in
protest of Mr. Maliki's searing criticism
of the Kurds earlier this past week.

In a televised address on Wednesday,
Mr. Maliki charged that the Kurds were
harboring Sunni militant opponents of
the central government and were even
allowing members of the group known as
the Islamic State in lraqand Syria,which
swept through northern lraq in June, to
organize operations from Kurdistan.

The repJacement of Mr. Zebari infuri
ated the Kurds, but it also appeared to
solidify their resolve to move ahead with
the constitutional procedure to select a
ne\{¡ government, including a president,
prime minister and Parlíament speaker.

"With this step, the prime minister
doesn't leave any room for power shar-
ing," said Faleh Mustapha, who serves
as the foreign affairs minister for the
Kurdish regional government - a sepa-
rate position from that of lraqi foreign
ninister, "Had our ministers resigned
from the government or if we had with-
drawn entirely from the government, it

would be diffêrent, but we are still par.
ticipating in the political process," he
said.

The oil production facilities in Kirkuk
Province; on the border of the Kurds'
semiautonomous region in the north,
were previously run by the lraqi gov-
ernment and had a primarily Arab staff.
The fields were taken over at dawn by
the Kurdish pesh merga soldiers, and
the Arab employees were asked to
leave, according to lraq's Oil Ministry
and eyewitnesses in Kirkuk.

"These two are among the main wells
producing oil in lraq," said Assam Ji-
had, an Oil Ministry spokesman. "They
are the spine of lraq's oil wealth and
produce 400,000 barrels a day."

"Half of this productioll goes to the lo-
cal market and the other half goes for
export," he said. "We condemn this con-
stitutionat breach and the violation of
Iraq's sovereignty."

lraq currently has a caretaker gov-
ernment, but lawmakers have been un.
able to agree on candidates to fill the top
positions. Although it is not stated in the
Constitution, the speakership typically
goes to a Sunni, the presidency to d
Kurd and the prime minister slot to a
Shiite. Each group has a number offac-
tions that first must agree on a candi-
date, and then ensure that the candidate
has at least tìe tacit approval of the ma-
jority of the members of other groups.

Mr. Maliki's apÞointment of Mr.
Shahristani, a former oil minister, as
foreign minister was made public by
Kurdish media and then confirmed by
members of Parliament from Mr. Ma-
liki's bloc. By replacing the current for-
eign, minister so quickly after the
protest gesture of Kurdish cabinet
members, Mr. Maliki was sending a
clear message that he would not toler-
ate dissent from partners in the govern-
ment.

OmarAl-Jowoshy
trom Baghdad, and an employee of The
N ew Yorh T ime s fr om Kirhuh.
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KI,JRDISTAI{ REGION
NEWS IN BRIEF

KIRKUK GOVERNOR: US POSITION IN IRAQ
UNREALISTIC
fulys,m7a

Kirkuk: Kirkuk govemor Najmaddin Karim blamed the US policies in Iraq
and stated White House stance in reiterating on Iraq's integrity and unity is
un¡ealistic. "The US should be realistic about Iraq," Karim, also a member
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) told Washington Post, stating that
the remarks about "sovereignty, Iraq borders and unity are old stories."
Meanwhile the daily quoted two Kurdish parliament deputies that
Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani has told the local parliament
two days ago that he will bllow the Kurdish region's independence only
after the disputed regions are annexed to the Kurdish endave. "No one
wants a war with Baghdad and the Kirkul(s annex to Kurdistan Region
should be followed with ouhnost care," a Kurdish official told the daily; he
asked to be remained anonymous. Meanwhile an expert of Iraq affairs in
Atlantic Centeç Ramz Mardini, said the Kurds try to use Kirkuk sources fur
their own benefits, they do not want to cany the responsibility of establish-
ing an independent state. kurdpress.ir

ISIS ISLAMIC.JIHADISTS EXECUTE lO IN IRAQI
KURDISH VILLAGE
Inly 6,2074

I l-Qaeda linked Islamic-jihadists from the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
fIJSIS, have executed at least 10 people in a village in lraq's semi-autono-
mous Kurdistan region. According to independent Kurdish sources, the
executions took place in the village of Zur Maghar, in westem Kurdistan
region, following the ISIS' capture of three Kurdish villages in the area on
Friday. The sources further noted that the victims - local tribal chieb and the
elderly - were either killed by hanging or shooting. The Takfiri militants left
three of the bodies hanging from posts at a crossroad fur hours, with the
aim of intimidating local residents. On Saturday, ISIS gunmen demolished
several holy shrines and mosques belonging to Shi'a and Sunni Muslims in
the militancy-riddled regions of Iraq's northem province of Nineveh. Latest
reports say the militants have razed at least four sh¡ines belonging to reve-
r€d Sunni or Sufi figures. The extremists also leveled six Shi'a mosques to
the ground. l¡cal residents and witnesses say the militants have occupied
two Orthodox cathedrals and replaced crosses with their blad< flags. They
had previously demolished several churches..,presstv.ir I Ekurd.net

KDP DENIES PKK ACCUSATION THAT
BARZANI PARTICIPATED IN A MEETING IN
IORDAN AGAINST AL-MALIKI
IrrJy 6,2074

f rbit Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) denied the story that it said was
Lj"fabricated" by the Turkish PKK talking about its participation in a mee-
ting in Jordan that included haqi Sunni , Baathists and ISIS parties to deve-
lop a plan to attack Mosul, noting that it " made us laugh fur simplicity and
conmctions in it." A statement by the party led by Kurdistan Region
President, Massoud Barzani, that (PKK) said in his story that Barzani went
to fordan to organize a meeting with the Jordanian authorities and Sunni
bodies against Nuri al-Maliki, pointing out that (the leader in the Democrat)
Azad. Barwari participated later in the meeting which was attended by
Sunnis representatives, Baathists and ISIS terroríst organization and other
terrorist organizations. The statement said the party denies this story alto-
gether.The statement added that the KDP and KRG has not and will not be
an ally of any "terrorist" undemocratic strength, so how is the case with a
"terrorist" group like ISIS whidr threatened it always before contmlling
Mosul and after having confrontations in the areas that fall under the autho-
rity of Party and protected by Peshmarga, as "not a day goes by without citi-
zens of the party fall martyrs or wounded in these confrontations."...sha-
faaq.com

BARZANI'S KDP WETCOMES ISRAEL SUPPORT

FROM POSSIBLE KURDISH STATE
luly 6,2074

f,rbil: Kurdistan Region's ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) wel-
Ëcomed Israel support from the independence of the self-autonomous
Kurdistan Region from lraq. Former Kurdistan Parliament speaker and
KDP political office member Kamal Kirkuki said "I¡Ve are happy and hope-
ful to see Israel's support from Kurdistals independence." He further told
Shar Press that some Arabic states have announced their support to the
region's independence and have sent their support messages to Kurdish
officials of Kurdistan Region. Kirkuki went on to say that some regional,
Asian, American and Euncpean states have also sent their supporting mes-
sages to the region, adding that due to the sensitivity of the issue the region
will not reveal the name of the states. kurdpress.i¡ I Ekurd.net

KURDISTAN NEEDS SIX MILLION LITERS OF
GASOLINE PER DAY AND OUR PRODUCTION
3.2 MILLION LITERS: HAWRAMI
fuIy8,m74

f,rbil: Kurdistan Energy Minster, Ashti Hawrami said on Monday, that
l-¡the Kurdistan region needs more than six million of gasoline to secur€
enough fuel fur more than 600,000 car that worth getting the card fuel, indi-
cating that the total production of the regiorls refineries of gasoline does not
exceed 3.2 million liters only. Hawrami said at a hosting meeting called by
Kurdistan Parliament Monday to discuss the fuel crisis in the cities of the
region that the price of gasoline in Kurdistan is cheaper than some of the
neighboring crcuntries, noting that part of the production goes to the black
marke('. Hawrami added that because of the lad< of the possibility of KRG
for the constmction of oil refineries , the ministry entrusted the construction
mission to the private sector companies and is now in the process of com-
pletion of conslruction. He said of the total local production is distributed
about 2.5 million liters at the stations, while the rest is sent to the Ministry
of Peshmerge and other govemment departments. On the mechanism
adopted fur the distribution of fuel to cars from filling stations by fuel card
system "coupons", the private car receives 25 liters of gasoline per week
while taxis 50 liters are receiving fur the same period...shafaaq.com I

Ekurd.net

F-16 DELTVERY TO IRAQ AT RrSK OF CANCET-
TATION AFTER U.S. PUTS HOID ON ORDER
fuly8,m7a

lf,/ashingbn: The Iraqi govemment is reportedly threatening to cancel
V Y an agreement with the U.S. over a delay in the supply of 36 F-16 figh-

ter jets, accnrding to Air Force Technology. The plan to deliver the F-16s is
on hold until the security situation in Iraq improves, a U.S. official said. ln
Iune, U.S. contractors br the F-16 had to be relocated after militants
attacked an air base there. Now, unnamed sources dose to Iraq Prime
Mnister Nouri al-Maliki say he is planning to cancel the strategic frame-
work agreement signed with the U.S. in 2008. The fighters were expected to
be delivered between September and the fall of 2077. The U.S. has also
delayed its delivery of 24 Apache helicopters to kaq. Washington Business

|oumal I bizioumals.com

ISIS IIHADISTS ATTACK KOBANÊ rnOVt
NORTHERN BORDER
luly 72,2014

l/'obane: After the Turkish state opened the border with Kobanê - West
.Ñ.1Syri*¡ Kurdistan fur ISIS militants, the jihadists carried out an attack
on border villages. The attack met with an immediate response from
Kurdish YPG forces and after clashes in which a tank was damaged, lots of
ISIS members were killed or wounded. According to information coming
through, with the support of the Turkish state, ISIS militants carried out an
attack on villages to the west of Kobanê with artillery and tanks Friday
night. YPG forces immediately responded to the attacks after the Turkish
army opened the border in Ziyaret village for the ISIS militants.
Whereupoo dashes occurred in the villages of Zormixar,Ziyaret and Xrab
Eto to the west of the canton. Meanwhile, YPG forces have launched an
attack against ISIS militants in the town of $iyox, where It is reported 7 ISIS
members were killed. ISIS gangs have been carrying out attacks on the can-
ton of Kobanê with heavy weapons, which they seized in lraq, since 2 fuly.
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Thus, heavy clashes are occurring between the defence force of the canton
and the ISIS gangs. While over 300 ISIS gang members have been killed by
YPG forces during the clashes, also at least 20 YPG members have lost their
lives...firatrews.com

KURDISTAN REGION STARTS DIGGING
DrTCH ON BORDERS WITH IRAQ.
luly 1!2,2014

f¿zurdistan Region's ministry of Peshmerga stated Kurdistan region has
l\started diggng trenches on its borders to stop militants' attacks onto
the region. Addressing a press conference, the ministry's Secretary General
fabar Yawar said the Kurdish region is digging trenches on Erbil and Mosul
borders and around Duhok and Kirkuk to ban on terroristic attacks on the
region and boost its security. According to Yawar the trenches are two to
three meters deep with barbed wire on its two sides, adding that the ditches
stretch f¡om Rabia'a border in Ninaw province to borders with Iran. He fur-
ther denied the henches are to make a buffer zone around the region, reite-
rating that Kurdistan Region welcomes refugees that flee violence from
Sunni regions and "the trendres will make no hurdle for them. Ground
connection between Erbil and central govemment has almost cut and the
militants of the Islamic State of Iraq and Sham (ISIS) control a border with
the region that is more than 1050 kilometers. kurdpress.ir

KURDS IN TURKEY FTOWING TO SYRIAN
KURDISTAN'S KOBANE BORDER
Inly 14,2014

f Jrfa, Turkey: The vigil actior¡ organised in solidarity with Kobane at the
lL.l border has entered in its 5th day. The vigil tmt was visited and sup
ported by hundreds of people at the evening hours of Sunday. The vigil
action that has been organised to take attention to the attacks on the Kobane
Canton of Rojava in the village of Ziyaret of Birecik district of Urfa conti-
nues in its 5th day.
The tent was visited by hundreds of citizens and representatives of non-
govemmental organizations coming from various cities and dictricts of the
region. As the number of visitors increased, the youngs set a checkpoint at
the entrance of ûeld. The flags of Kurdistan Workers'Party (PKK), Patriotic
Democatic Youth Movement (YDGH) and Kurdistan Communities Union
(KCK) were erected around the field and checkpoint The campaign of
Presidential elections was initiated in the field of action. The MPs of
Peoples' Democratic Party (HDP) and Party of Democratic Regions (DBP)

co-mayors evaluated the resistance of Kobane and gave the start of studies
to be held in Urfa conceming Pr.esidential elections. One of the visitors was
the Kurdistan Barristers Union. The union co-drairs and its 20 members
supported the act. Kurdistan Barristers Union Co-chairs Gülgen Ozbek and
Serhat Eren told DIHA: 'We will be in struggle for Rojava. We are with
Kobane and Rojava." diclehaber.com

AL-SISTANI GIVES MALIKI A WEEK TO STEP
DOWN
Inly 14,2014

f!aghdad: The top Shi'ite cleric in Iraq, Ali al-Sistani has delivered a ver-
lJbal message to the outgoing Prime Minister , Nuri al-Maliki, telling him
that he should step down from his post during a week to make room for to
choose an altemative and end the crisis in the formation of the govemment.
The religious Marjaa waved that he will announce his frank position against
al-Maliki if the week ended and the latter did not respond to the message,
according to Elaph Website that said briefed about this infurmation from a
source dose to the Marjaa. Maliki seek to fill the office for the third time in
a row, especially after State of law coalition come the first in the elections
that took place at the end of April with 95 seats, ahead of about 60 seats for
its nearest rival. But he faces stiff opposition from Sunnis and Kurds he par-
ties in the National Shia coalition as those parties blame it on the massive
offensive of the Islamic State of lraq and lævant "ISIL" organization on the
north and west of the country. According to the close source to the religious
Ma4aa , an envoy has brought a verbal message from the highest religious
Marlaa, Al- Sistani to Prime Minister, Nuri al-Maliki on the need to solve
the problern of the Shiite National coalition's candidate to head the new
govemment to choose the altemative to him within one week, otherwise
they will announce a position publicly against his third term...shafaaq.con

PUK BLAMES KDP FOR CONTROLLING

KIRKUK OIL FIETDS
Irlly 14,2074

f,rbil: A member of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) blamed rival
DKurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) 6or controlling oilfields in Iraqi
Northem Province of Kirkuk. Speaking with Radio Nawa, Salar
Muhammad said Kurdistan Region should discuss with Kirkuk govemo-
rate and govemor every decision it makes in the city. No unilateral attempt
without Peshmerga, political parties and Kirkuk govemols knowledge
leads to nothing. "Our problems are not oil and natural resources but reta-
king the soil and its nation and parties should accept the outcome of their
injudicious decisions," he added. The PUK ofÊcial further asked Kurdistan
Region President and KDP Leader Massoud Barzani to deal with lraq deve-
lopments more rationally and carefully. It is worth mentioning that
Peshmerga forces affiliated with the KDP took control of two oilfields of
Kirkuk and Bai Hassan wells in Kirkuk province on Friday. kurdpress.ir

OIL FIELDS' TAKEOVER BARZANI'S DECLARA.
TION OF WAR: BAGHDAD OFFICIAT
luly 74,2074

f! aghdad: A leader of Iraqi ruling State of Law Coalition said the Kurdish
Llfurces' takeover of oil ûelds in city of Kirkuk is a dedaration of war by
Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani. "Massoud Barzani's militia
takeover of Kirkuk oilfields is a kind of occupation within a Zionism plot to
rob Iraqi people's property and a declaration of war against Iraq army,"
Muhammad al-Sayhoud told al-Musalama daily, adding that central
govemment will not remain silent in face of the takeover. He further said
Kurdistan Region presidenfs moperation is despotic and even the regiols
parties arc against the behavior. Meanwhile another member of the ruling
coalition Alya Nusaif lashed out at Barzani and said he should resig¡ as he
is a non-elected president who is trying to make crisis in Iraq...kurdpress.ir

ISIS CONTROTTING 81 OIL WELLS,
SMUGGLES OIt
fuly 15,201a

llirkuk The Islamic State of Iraq and Sgia (ISIS) has taken over the
-N,control of 81 oil wells in northem city oi Ha*.itr, in northem Kurdish
province of Kirkuk According to Hawlati all of Kirkuk oilfields are under
the cont¡ol of Kurdish Peshmerga brces except Hamrin oil field that is
conbolled by the militants who smuggles oil form the field's wells. The
militants smuggles oil to make money in order to achieve their goals.
According to the report the militants use oil as a weapon to expand their
control on more regions in Iraq and other cr¡untries. Kurdistan's Peshmerga
forces seized the contol of Bai Hassan and Kirkuk oil fields on Friday after
a fight with the militants. Bai Hassan is capable of producing 100 to 150000

barrels of oil per day. The Kurdish region said it will use the fields' oil br
domestic purposes. kurdpress.ir I Ekurd-net

ARRESTS OF KURDS IN IRANIAN KURDISTAN
CONTINUES
lrly 78,2O7a

Cne: Four Kurds, Khaled Malaki, Abdol Karim Karimi, Ali and Abdol
ÐHu¿i, *"." *rot"d by security forces in the Kurdish city of Sne
(Sanandaj) in Iranian Kurdistan region (Rojhelat) last week According to
the report of Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA), the families
of the men wer€ reportedly not informed that they had been arrested until
they visited the Ministry of Intelligence in Sanandaj after growing increasin-
gly concemed about the men's whereabouts. The Ministry of Intelligence
finally admifted that it had arrested the men, but refused to give the fami-
lies any inbrmation about why the men had been detained. One of the men,
Khaled Malaki, is the brother of Taleb Malaki, a Sunni prisoner awaiting
execution in Karaj's notorious Rajai Shahr Prison. Khaled Malaki had repor-
tedly been previously threatened by the Minisky of Intelligence in Sanandaj
after travelling to Teh¡an with several family members to investigate the
current status of the prisoners' cases.

The Minisby of Intelligence told the families that the consequence
would be'very bad fur both you and your children', if they did not stop
their work in relation to the prisoners. Khaled Malaki had again visited the
Supreme Court in Tehran last week belore being arrested after noon
prayers the day after he retumed to Sanandaj. hra-news.org I Ekurd.net
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Ju,ly 9,2014

Push for Kurdis
divides lr

Kurdistan Regional Government Presldent Massoud Barzanl's call for independence from lraq has drawn
criticism from lraql Kurdish politicians who fear a Kurdish state would become a Turkish vassal state.

Author Kamal Choman¡
July 9, 2014
wwwaÞmon¡tor.com

/À lthough the current chaos ¡n lraq has brought the Kurds there
lilcloser to thelr long-held dream of lndependence, lt has not
brought them unfty. Whlle Massoud Barzanl, presldent of the
Kurdlstan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Kurdistan Reglonal
Government (KRG), campalgns for Kurdlsh lndependence, other
Kurdlsh polltical groups have taken a dlflerent pos¡tlon, ln particu-
lar the KDP's maln rlval, the Patr¡otlc Unlon of Kurdlstan (PUK).

Kurdistan Regional Government President Massoud Bazan¡'s call icr
independence from lraq has drawn criticism lrom lraqi Kurdish politi-
cians who fear a Kurd¡sh state \ivould become a Turkish vassal state.

On July 3, Bazani addressed the KRG parliament in a closed-door ses-
sion, during which, according to a source who attended, he discussed
his latest diplomatic efforts to gain international support for indepen-
dence. The source, who requested anonymity, saidthat Ba.zani was not
clear regarding a referendum on Kurdistan's independence, as opposed
to what is being reported in the med¡a.

Part of the backdrop to the Kurdish independence quest¡on in\rolves the
competition belween Turkey and lran for greater ¡nfluence in lraqi
Kurdistan. Some lraqi polit¡cians are concerned that Ankara's subtle
support for Kurdish independence stems from the aspiration that the
KBG will eventually become a vassal of Turkey. Ankara and the KDP

have developed strong, part¡cularly economic, ties, wh¡le relat¡ons bet-
ween lran and the PUK are slrenglhen¡ng.

An lranian delegation led by Hassan Danaeifar, Tehran's ambassadorto
Baghdad, visited Sulaimaniyah July 6 to talk with representatives of the
Gorran movement, which came in second in KRG elections last year,

and PUK officials about recent developments. Some interpret the mee-
tings as a sign that lran wants to bring the tvvo part¡es closer. ln the mêe-
t¡ng, Danaeifar reportedly asked Gorran and the PUK to support Nouri
al-Mal¡ki's efforls to remain lraqi prime minister.

¡[ del Murad, a PUK co{ounder and secretary of the party's Central
ñICommittee, expressed his differences with Bazani regarding possi-

ble independence and warning that the current support from Turkey and
lsrael for the Kurds r¡vould not last. Murad supporls lraq's div¡s¡on ¡nto

three federal entit¡es whereby Arab Sunnis vnould also enioy a degree of
autonomy. Najmaddin Karim, Kirkuk's governor and a leading f¡gure

within the PUK, has also opposed Bazani's approach to indêpendence.
ln a July I interview with Kurdistan New, Karim underscored that the
PUK has been u/orking for self-determ¡nat¡on, but st¡ll wanls to do evê-
rything legally, through Baghdad, including holding a referendum on
Kirkuk.

ln the first session of the new lraqi legislature, on July 1, Kurdish parlia-
mentarians walked out after a war of words erupted belween some of
them and members of Maliki's State of Law Pañy. Karim and Alla
Talabani, another PUK member and oulspoken critic of Bazani, remai-
ned in the chamber.

All the Kurdish political parties have agreed to form a committee to
negotiate with the other lraqi part¡es to discuss form¡ng the new cabinet,
but the PUK leaders Karim, Murad and Lateef Rasheed met as a group
with Maliki and lbrahim Jaafari, head of the National Reform Trend, ot¡t-
side the framework agreed to by the other Kurds.

The KDP is concerned about the PUK's moves wh¡le discussions are
ongoing about possible independence. Hemin Hawramy, chief of KDP
loreign relations, told Awene News that the PUK should not allow

anyone within the party to create a lissure in Kurdish un¡ty. He also said,
"There are some people within the PUK who are againsl an indepen-
denl state of Kurdistan if it is announced at the hands of Bazani."

Kirkuk and its oil have become another point of contention between the
KDP and PUK. The city is cunently a PUK stronghold, with the party hol-
ding six of its 12 seats in the lraqi parliament to the KDP'S two. The
peshmerga lorces that took ovêr and currently hold Kirkuk are PUK-affi-
l¡ated and claim that they, not the KDP, ¡s fighting the lslamic State (for-

merly the lslam¡c State of lraq and al-Sham, or lSlS)-

f,lazani held a press conference in Kirkuk June 26, a slatem€nt on
lJwhich was posted on his Facebook pagê, asserting, "We deem it
unnecessary to discuss Article 140 of the constitut¡on or raise any ques-

tions relat¡ng to it." Art¡cle '140 concerns the holding of a referendum to
determine whether Kirkuk will remain under Baghdad's direct control or
be ¡ncorporated into the KRG. His remarks, however, were dismissed by
Murad and Karim, both of whom reitorated that Article 140, as a const¡-

tutional provision, needs to be decided in Baghdad

The calls lor Kurdish independence have also exposed differences
within the PUK. Some PUK leaders find the independence drive a tool
to serve Turkey's interesls in the region, while other PUK leaders are for
independence if lraq fails to become a fully democratic state.

lndirectly responding to the opposition of some PUK leaders to
Bazani's position on independence, Qadir Hamajan Aziz, a PUK politi-
cal bureau member, wrote in the parlys da¡ly, Kurd¡stan NeW that he
supports Ba¡zan¡'s bid for Kurdish independence. PUK political mem-
bers Barham Salih, Azad Jundyani, Omer Fatah and Adnan Mufti hold
that if lraqi governance does not go according to their wishes, indep€n-
dence remains a Kurdish right.

fhe Gorran movement, led by Nawshinruan Mustafa, takes the posi-

I tion that the Kurds have a r¡ght to independence, but that the insti-
tulions of an independent state should be constructed prior to the state's
declaration. KNN, a TV netr¡prk close to Gorran, rêported on July 6 that
Mustafa believes Kurdish claims of independence should not only be
based in rhetoric, but also on democratic, accountable and transparent
rule. Gorran is unlikely to go against the KDP atter agreeing to form a
KRG cabinet wilh Bazani's party on Apr¡l 17. ln addition, competition
between Gorran and PUK Ícr the governor's seat in Sulaimaniyah has
pushed Gonan closer to the KDP.

The lslam¡c Union of Kurd¡stan and the lslamic Group of Kurd¡stan,
which have a combined 16 seats in the KRG parl¡ament, support inde-
pendence of lraqi Kurdistan, but not at the expense of democracy and
reforms. Marwan Galali, head of the lslam¡c Group, told Bazani in the
July 3 meet¡ng that Kurdish unity should be reflected in local politics,
point¡ng out that the KDP had formed the Dahuk and Erbil local govern-
ments alone. The Kurdish political parties had agreed on a broad-based
government, and all of them are part of the current KRG. There is
concern, howevet that with the KDP'S exclus¡on of the PUK and olhers
in Erbil and Dahuk, the PUK might decide to exclude others from the
government in Kirkuk, where it holds the maiority, which vttould poten-
tially negat¡vely impact Kurdish unity.

Despite the hopeful aspirations for independence, divisions among the
lraqi Kurdish parties and figures, as well as increased meddling by
foreign powers, might undermine the push for a sovereign Kurdish
s'tate. a

Kamal Chomani is a Kurdish þurnal¡st writing on the polit¡cal aflaiß ol the
Kurdislan Regional Govemment and Øvering Kurd¡sh Wl¡tics in kaq, kan,

Syria and Turkey lor leading impadial Kurdish media outlets. Chomani has had
a regular column tot The Kud¡stan Tribune sínce 2010. On Twitter:

@KamalChomani
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Irak 3 Maliki s'en prend aux Kurdes
ro juillet zor4
Agence France-Presse à
Bagdad
www.ledevoir.corn

a e premier ministre irakien,
I-¡t¡ouri al-Maliki, a accentué

Ies divisions minant son pays en
accusant mercredi les Kurdes
d'abriter des djihadistes, ignorant
les appels pressants à l'unité pour
faire face à I'offensive des insur-
gés qui a précipité I'Irak au bord
du gouffre.

M. Maliki, un chiite au pou-
voir zoo6, prête ainsi le flanc
aux critiques pointant sa poli-
tique confessionnelle et court le
risque de compromettre le
troisième mandat auquel il tient.
Si le soutien kurde n'est pas
nécessaire pour former un gou-
vernement, il n'en est pas moins
essentiel pour former un front
uni face aux djihadistes de l'État
islamique (EI) qui se sont
emparés de larges pans du terri-
toire à la faveur d'une vaste
offensive lancée le 9 juin.

<Nous ne pouvons pas rester
silencieux devant le fait qu'Erbil
[a capitale du Kurdistan] est
devenue un quartier général
pour l'EI, pour le parti Baas [de
I'ancien président sunnite
Saddam Husseinl, pour al-Qaida
et pour des opérations terror-

istes>, a dit M. Maliki dans son
allocution télévisée hebdo-
madaire. Iæs insurgés <vont être
défaits, de même que leurs hôtes
parce qu'ils ont échoué à fournir
un exemple de partenariat
démocratique>, a mis en garde
M. Maliki dont les forces peinent
à reprendre du terrain face aux
insurgés après leur débandade
initiale.

M. Maliki a fustigé dans ce
contexte I'initiative du président
du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud
Barzani, qui envisage un référen-
dum sur l'indépendance de sa
région, augmentant le risque de
partition du pays.

Un mois jour pour jour après
le début de l'offensive djihadiste
qui a fait des centaines de morts,
poussé des centaines de milliers
d'Irakiens à fuir et permis à l'EI
de proclamer un califat sur une
zone à cheval entre la S1'rie et
I'Irak, les politiciens restent dans
I'incapacité de faire front com-
mun.

B ien avant I'attaque djiha-
diste, I'Irak était plongé

étaient paralysés par cette crise,
et en raison des profondes divi-
sions, le nouveau Parlement issu
des législatives du 3o avril ne
parvient toujours pas à
enclencher le processus de for-
mation d'un gouvernement
appelé par la communauté inter-
nationale et les dirigeants
religieux irakiens à rassembler
toutes les forces politiques.

Les déclarations de M. Maliki
ne faciliteront pas ìa tâche du
Parlement, qui doit se réunir
dimanche après une première
séance stérile levée dans le
désordre et les insultes le rer
juillet. læ bloc de M. Maliki est
sorti en tête des législatives du
3o avril et ce dernier a afñrmé
qu'il ne renoncerait jamais à un
3e mandat. Le poste de premier
ministre, le plus important des
institutions, revient selon une
règle non écrite à un chiite, tan-
dis que les sunnites ont la prési-
dence du Parlement et les
Kurdes celle de la République.

Les divisions confessionnelles
font craindre un retour aux
atrocités du conflit de zoo6-
2oo7 entre chiites et sunnites qui
a fait des dizaines de milliers de
morts.

DESMORTS
Mercredi, les corps de 53

hommes, ligotés et exécutés ont

été découverts dans des vergers
au sud de Hilla (centre). Selon
un employé de la morgue, les
corps portaient des impacts de
balles dans la tête ou dans Ia
poitrine et les décès remontent à
au moins une semaine.

]t rême si la orovince de
IVlnulytonu, dånt Hilla est

le cheflieu, a été le théâtre de
combats entre jihadistes et forces
irakiennes, la zone où les cada-
vres ont été retrouvés n'avait pas
connu de violences ces derniers
temps.

Malgré I'aide des Etats-Unis,
de la Russie et des milices chi-
ites, I'armée tente toujours sans
grand succès de reconquéúr les
régions prises par les jihadistes,
notamment celle de Tikrit, fief de
Saddam Hussein.

Alors que l'EI s'approche de
Bagdad, neuf soldats ont péri
dans des combats avec des jiha-
distes au nord de Baqouba (6o
kilomètres au nord de la capitale).

Plus au nord, aux environs de
Kirkouk, ville pétrolière con-
trôlée par les forces kurdes, des
insurgés ont orchestré une
démonstration de force en
paradant dans des dizaines de
véhicules, dont certains pris à

I'armée, arborant armes et dra-
peaux aux couleurs de l'EI, selon
des témoins. +

dans une crise politique cumulée
à une escalade des violences
meurtrières depuis plus d'un an,
M. Maliki étant accusé par ses
détracteurs d'accaparer le pou-
voir, de corruption et de margina-
liser la minorité sunnite.

Gouvernement et Parlement

l0 juillet 2014

Les Kurdes en lrak
boycottent le cabinet

La tension monte en Irak entre les Kurdes et le Premier
ministre chiite Nouri al-Matiki.
fr.euronews.com accusations portées par le Premier ministre

10 iuillet 2074 Nouri al-Maliki contre la province autonome ne
s'appuie sur eucune preuve tangible et per-
sonne ne peut étayer ces allégations sans
témoignages ni preuves évidentes".

Monsieur Meliki "est devenu hystérique" a de
son côté réagi la présidence kurde. Elle a
appelé le Premier ministre à s'excuser auprès
du peuple irakien et à démissionner.
"Le peuple kurde a mal quand il entend ça, car
le Kurdistan a protégé Monsieur Maliki quand
celui-ci s'opposait à I'ancien Régime et mainte-

Les miniskes kurdes ont annoné qu'ils sus-
pendaient leur participation aux pourparlers
pour la formation d'un nouveau gouvernement.

lls n'ont pas supporté que Nouri al-Maliki parle
d'Erbil, la capitale du Kurdistan irakien, comme
d'une base arrière pour les opérations terro-
ristes.

Pour le journaliste ¡rakien, Subhi al-Badri, "les

nant, il accuse ses anciens protecteurs",
explique Saëen Dizayee, le porte-parole du
Gouvernement régional du Kurdistan (GRK).

Parallèlement, à I'Université de Mossoul, des
insurgés sunnites se seraient emparés de
40kg de matériau nucléaires, selon les autori-
tés irakiennes.

lnformée, I'AIEA a estimé que le matériau en
question était "de faible qualité" et qu'il ne pré-
sentait pas de risque. o
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Par Bassem Mroué
The Associated Press
http: //iournalmetro.com

¡.TEYROUTH - Des extrémistes
Itislam¡stes munis d'armes
récemment saisies dans le nord
de l'lrak ont intensifié leur offen-
sive contre les zones kurdes dans
le nord de la Syrie, dans leur ten-
tative d'élargir le vaste territoire
transfrontalier qu'ils contrôlent
déjà, ont indiqué jeudi des mili-
tants de l'opposition.

Ces nouveaux affrontements
sont survenus alors qu'une
organisation de la société civile
a annoncé que le bilan du conflit
qui fait rage depuis trois ans en

Syrie avait grimpé à 171 000
morts, comparativement à 160
000 morts à la mi-mai. Près de la
moitié de ces victimes étaient
des civils, selon I'Observatoire
syrien des droits de l'homme.

Des membres de l'État islamique

- un groupe jihadiste - et des
combattants kurdes s'affrontent
depuis un an, mais les Kurdes
étaient généralement les instiga-
teurs des combats jusqu'au
début du mois de juillet quand
l'équilibre du pouvoir a semblé
changer de camp en faveur des
extrémistes sunnites, en partie
grâce aux nombreuses armes
irakiennes qu'ils ont trans-
portées en Syrie.

Les jihadistes de l'État islamique

ont pris le contrôle de plusieurs
villages kurdes et tué des
dizaines de combattants dans la
région cette semaine, d'après
des militants de l'opposition.

¡ es combats -se sont produits
L.raprès que l'Etat islamique eut
pris le contrôle de vastes terri-
toires en Syrie et en lrak et pro-
clamé un califat islamique dans la
région transfrontalière que le
groupe contrôle.

Un responsable kurde, Nawaf
Khalil, a déclaré que des mem-
bres de I'Etat islamique ten-
taient de s'emparer d'une zone
située près de la frontière
turque, qui leur permettrait de
relier leurs différentes positions
dans I'est de la Syrie. Seìon ce

responsable et d'autres militants
de l'opposition syrienne, les
combats se concentrent dans la
région de Kobani, aussi connue
sous le nom dAyn Arab.

Mustafa Osso, un militant kurde
établi en Turquie qui dispose
d'un vaste réseau de sources
dans le nord de la Syrie, a
indiqué que les Kurdes du
monde entier avaient été
appelés à se joindre à ìa lutte. Il
a précisé que les jihadistes
étaient armés d'obus de mortier
et d'artillerie saisis en lrak au
cours des dernières semaines,

Les Kurdes représentent la plus
grande minorité ethnique de
Syrie, où ils comptent pour plus
de 10 pour cent de la population
de 23 millions d'habitants. lls
vivent principalement dans la
province d'Hassakeh, dans le
nord-est du pays, entre les fron-
tières de la Turquie et de l'lrak.o

Les jihadistes attaquent
les Kurdes en S¡rrie

9juillet 2014

Le Kurdistan, un rêve à portée de main
L'offensive sunnite a relancé la quête d'indépendance du Kurdistan iraqien. Elle a aussi et surtout permis aux Kurdes
de reprendre leur politique de marchandage avec Bagdad.

hebdo.ahram.org.eg
Abir Taleb
9 fuillet 2014

¡¡endant que le premier ministre
.Firaqien, Nouri Al-Maliki,
sëvertue à se maintenir à son poste ,
que le chef de I Etat Islamiçe (EI) -
qui a proclamé un califat à cheval sur
la Syrie et llraq- réclame läl-
légeance de tous les musulmans, et
que les politiques à Bagdad restent
incapables de faire front commun
pour sortir le pays du chaos, les

Kurdes, eux, oeuvrent à concrétiser
leur rêve d'indépendance.

Près d'un siècle après avoir tout
perdu lors du démembrement de
I Empire ottoman, privés d'Etat sou-
verain, éparpillés entre quatre pays,

les Kurdes voient leur rêve
dindépendance se rapprocher subi-
tement alors que les combats entre
sunnites et cbütes menacent I'Iraq
d implosion.

En effet, la situation en Iraq est d'au-
tant plus critique que le président du
Kurdistan iraqien, Massoud Barzani,
a decidé dbrganiser un référendum

Kurdistan (Photo : Reuters)

en we de l'indépendance de cette
région autonome, un mouvement
vivement dénoncé par M. Maliki.

Irort de ses nouvelles < conquêtes >

.F et profìtant de l'affaiblissement de
Bagdad, M. Barzani a en effet
demandé au Parlement régional de
fixer les modalités d'un référendum
sur I'indépendance. Et il ne fait guère
de doute que les Kurdes voteront
l'indépendance à une écrasante
majorité, comme ils lbnt fait lors

dun vote à valeur consultative en
2005.

Les cinq millions de Kurdes d'Iraq,
qui jouissent d une large autonomie
de fait depuis le début des années
1990, ont accru de près de 40% la
superficie de leur territoire, ces

dernières semaines, à la faveur du
repli des troupes iraqiennes face à

lbffensive des djihadistes sunnites
dans lbuest et certains secteurs du
nord de flraq. Ils se sont notamment

emparés de champs de pétrole et de
la ville de Kirkouk, qu'ils
revendiquent comme capitale
nationale,

a a donne change même si les
l-rappels à un référendum sur
I'indépendance du Kurdistan iraqien
ne sont pas nouveaux.

Selon les analystes, la démarche de
M. Barzani vise plutôt à obtenir
davantage de gains, un premier pas

en vue de l'indépendance, En effet, la
menace d'un référendum d'indé-
pendance dans un pays en plein
chaos pourrait contraindre le
gouvernement fedéral de Bagdad à

accorder des concessions à la région
autonome. Selon des experts, il sägit
surtout dun moyen de pression sur
Bagdad dans la perspective dune
indépendance à plus long terme.

¡/^rar une indépendance rapide fait
\-rface à un certain nombre dbb-
stacles, notamment économiques. <

La situation fìnancière actuelle du
gouvernement régional kurde est très
fragile >, souligne ainsi Ayham
Kamel, directeur pour le Moyen-
Orient et I'Afrique du Nord de >
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Pour Ïinstant, < pour les Kurdes il n'y
a pas dälternative à court terme aux
aides dont ils bénéficient de la part
de Bagdad >, ajoute-t-il.

Dautant qu'Erbil doit faire face à

d'importantes dépenses militaires
pour maintenir à distance les insur-
gés sunnites menés par IEI.

PRESSIONS

Outre les difficultés économiques,
les pressions venant de lëtranger ne
sont pas négligeables. tannonce d'un
référendum d'indépendance a suscité
des critiques américaines au moment

oir la communauté internationale
pousse les dirigeants iraqiens à s'u-
ni¡. Llran, lui, soutient les chiites au
pouvoir à Bagdad qui considèrent
qu'une secession des Kurdes masque
leur volonté de sèmparer illégale-
ment d'une partie des richesses de
IIraq

En revanche, lihostilité de la Turquie,
qui combat sa propre insurrection
kurde depuis des décennies, pourrait
ne plus constituer lbbstacle qu'il fut à

leurs rêves dindépendance. Cela dit,
il est difficile de savoir si le Kurdistan
iraqien, autonome depuis 1991,
serait prêt à troquer la domination

de Bagdad
d'Ankara.

contre l'influence responsables.

^ 
utant de facteurs qui pourraient

,f'Lbien persuader les dirigeants
kurdes de ne pas risquer dès main-
tenant un tel pari. < Le peuple kurde
est pou! mais la direction doit se

demander si le moment est bienvenu
>, résume le vice-président du
Kurdistan, Kosrat Rasul Ali, ancien
commandant des peshmergas, cité
par Reuters. < Si le climat politique
nèst pas mûr, il vaut mieux attendre
quelques années. Sinon, ce sera une
mésaventure ), dit-il, faisant écho à

la prudence affichée par d'autres

Soutiens limités et finances insuffi-
santes obligent, l'avenir pourrait bien
contrmer que les annonces de M.
Barzani sur liindépendance nëtaient
guère plus qu'un moyen de pression
sur Bagdad. Et, comme depuis main-
tenant une décennie, la seule menace
d'une sécession peut offrir plus d'a-
vantages aux Kurdes dans Ie système
de marchandage politique instauré à
Bagdad avec les chiites et les sunnites
après la chute de Saddam en 2003. o

@bclfctu!!ork@imcs Jnly 13,2014

Get Ready for Kurdish
Independence

Op-Ed Contributor

By ZALMAY KIIALILZAD
JULY 13,2OI4
www.nytimes.com

WASHINGTON - In the coming weeks,
Iraq's leaders must make existential decisions.
If they cannot form a unity government led by
a new prime minister and motivate Sunni
moderates and tribes to fight the Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria, Iraq is likely to disintegrate.

If the central govemment fails to grant
satisfactory concessions to Sunnis and Kurds,
the Kurds will push for sovereignty and inde-
pendence. The Kurds are serious, and the inter-
national community must adapt to this emer-
ging reality. While all lraqi leaden bear res-
ponsibility for resolving the cunent crisis, the
greatest share lies with the country's Shiite
politicians, who dominate the central govern-
ment. Shiite parties must select a candidate for
prime minister who can share powe¡ decentra-
lize the government and depoliticize the secu-
rity forces.

As a prerequisite for working with the cen-
tral government, Kurdistan seeks the right to
export its own oil; integrate Kirkuk and other
recently acquired areas; settle past budget
issues and keep its own autonomous finances:
and maintain control of the region's Peshmerga
security forces, including acquiring weapons to
defend itself against ISIS.

The Kurds aren't confident that Baghdad
will accept these demands and have initiated
parallel preparations for independence.
Massoud Banani, the Kurdish president, has
asked the region's parliament to establish an
electoral commission and set a date to conduct
a referendum.

Kurdistan's arguments for sovereignty are

reasonable. It is different than Arab Iraq: it is
more stable, more prosperous and more tole-
rant. Baghdad is unable to protect its people,
and won't be able to do so for the foreseeable
future. Close to one million Iraqis, including
many Christians, have taken refuge there.

In the wake of ISIS advances, Kurdistan
now shares a 600-mile border with a terrorist
entity that proclaims itself the new lslamic
Caliphate. In order to defend itself, the Kurds
must be able to acquire their own arms and
maintain security relations with other nations.
Baghdad has suspended budget payments to
Kurdistan. To pay its bills, Kurdistan must the-
refore sell its oil.

For years, Iraq's Shiite-led government has

failed to treat Sunnis or Kurds as equal part-
ners. Many Sunnis now so profoundly oppose
the government that they have aligned them-
selves with a teÍorist organization that even Al
Qaeda considers extremist. The Sunnis
demand federalization and autonomy for their
provinces, an end to de-Ba'athification, and
the delegation of local security to local forces.

For their part, the Kurds were incorporated
into Iraq against their will, and endured much
of the 20th century under repressive, often
murderous, rule. ln recent weeks, Kurdish lea-
ders have launched a major diplomatic initia-
tive, both regionally and internationally, to
promote their dual-track approach to indepen-
dence.

As Washington adapts to the new reality
on the ground, it would do well to adopt a simi-
Iar two-pronged strategy: continue to help
haq's leaders forge a unity government, but
prepare for the failure of those efforts.

Continue reading the main story Continue
reading the main story

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki,
whose parliamentary bloc emerged victorious
in the April 30 election, has no intention of

giving up power. The major obstacle to the for-
mation of a unity government is the vehement
opposition of Sunni Arabs, Kurds, and some
Shiite parties to prolonging Mr. Maliki's rule.
Iraq's senior Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, has also signaled his preference for
change.

As the American ambassador to Iraq, I
worked directly with Mr. Maliki, and I know
that he will stubbornly resist attempts to
replace him. If he ultimately agrees to step
down, he will likely demand a guarantee that
his successor be chosen from among a small,
trusted circle; he may also insist on a position
elsewhere in the government.

Absent the formation of a unity govern-
ment, Iraq's civil war will continue unabated.
Sectarian conflict, and chaos in the Sunnis
areas, will grow - and so will ISIS. Shiites
will become more reliant on sectarian militias,
and on lran.

This trajectory threatens America's secu-
rity. The United States must continue to work
for a unity government in lraq, and extend
limited assistance in the fight against ISIS. But
it should also step up relations with Kurdistan
by deploying a team to assess Kurdistan's
needs and coordinate security strategies to pro-
tect the region against ISIS. To help Kurdistan
pay it bills, Washington should soften its oppo-
sition to direct Kurdish oil sales while increa-
sing humanitarian assistance for refugees and
displaced persons there.

The coming weeks will be decisive. The
best-case scenario would be the establishment
of a decentralized h¿q with a federal system in
the Arab-majority areas, oper¿rting in confede-
ration with Kurdistan. The altemative is civil
war between Shiites and Sunnis, and the emer-
gence of an independent Kurdistan.

Although Washington shouldn't abandon
its efforts to help Iraq form a unity government
yet, it must think seriously about realistic alter-
natives if Iraq falls apart.

Whatever happens, strengthening ties with
Kurdistan now will serve American interests
down the road. ¡

Znlmny Khnlilznd, the president of Gryphon
Pnttners, wns the United Stntes nmbnssñor to hnq

lrom 2005 to 2007.
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lrak: Ies autorités
kurdes qual¡f¡ent Nour¡
al-Mal¡k¡ d'hystér¡que

http//vrww.rfi.fr
l0 juillet 2014

I a tenslon monte encore d'un cran entre
Lles Kurdes et le Premier mlnistre lraklen.
Les autorltés kurdes ont demandé à Nouri
al-Maliki de qu¡tter le pouvolr, et l'ont quall-
fié d'hystérlque. Une réponse cinglante au
chef du gouvernement, qui considère que
la égion kurde autonome est devenue le
quartler général des jlhadistes.

Tout a commencé mercredi, lorsque Nouri al-
Maliki a accusé la région autonome kurde,
dans le nord de I'lrak, d'être le centre des opé-
rations de I'Etat islamique et de leurs all¡és
sunnites - qui se sont emparés de grandes
zones dans le nord du pays. Réaction des
Kurdes le lendemain : Maliki est " hystérique ".
Selon eux, l'avancée des j¡hadistes dans le
nord s'est faite non pas grâce à eux mais à
cause de la débandade de I'armée irakienne.
De leur point de vue, Nouri al-Maliki cherche
seulement à masquer ses échecs militaires et
politiques. lls demandent donc à nouveau son

media Nouti al-Malìki, ,à gøuche, aux
côtés ile son minístue ile lø Défense, Iors
d'une cétémonie de funéruilles militaires
à Bagilail, le 7 iuillet 2074.
REUTERSlStringer

retrait du pouvoir.

L'lrak cherche depuis avril à former un gouver-
nement, mais les discussions qui doivent
reprendre ce week-end sont dans I'impasse.
Car plusieurs groupes, dont les Kurdes et les
sunnites, ne veulent plus de ce chef de gouver-
nement Les ministres kurdes, qui qual¡f¡ent les
propos de Maliki de provocation, se sont retirés

des réunions du gouvernement.

Les tensions ne sont pas nouvelles entre les
Kurdes et Bagdad, mais elles sont plus fortes
depuis quelques semaines. Avec I'avancée
des insurgés, les Kurdes ont pris le contrôle de
zones disputées avec l'Etat central, notam-
ment la région pétrolière de Kirkouk. lls envisa-
gent un référendum d'indépendance susc¡tant
les foudres de Bagdad ! r

t.

Combattants kuiles ("peshmerga
dans la proaince irøkienne ile Saladin
mois detnier. Les ministtes kurdes en
ont
4ux
møite, aptès que Ie Premier min
Nouri øl Malik ø présenté Etbil, la
tale ile Ia région autonome du
connne un centre terroriste. lPhoto
le 26 juin 2074|REUTER
ladallah

13 juillet 2014

Syrie: les djihadistes resserrent
l'étau autour de la 3e ville kurde

www.lapresse.ca
Agence France-Presse
13juitlet 2014 / Beyrouth

Selon I' Observatofue syrien
des droits de I'Ho--€r
l' iitat islami que contrôle
désormais près de 250 des
700 km de frontiète entre
la Syrie etla Turquie.

J es djihadistes de l'État islamique (EI) res-
l-rserrent l'étau autour d'Aïn al-Anb ffoi-
sième ville kurde de Syrie, dans le but de ren-
forcer leur contrôle sur les zones septentrio-
nales frontalières de Ia Turquie, selon
I'Observatoire syrien des droits de I'Homme
(osDrÐ.

Le groupe extrémiste, qui avait annoncé un
<califat> islamique fin juin à I'issue d'une offen-
sive éclair en lrak, tente de relier ses bastions
dans I'est et le nord syriens à ses fìeß dans le
nord et ouest irakiens.

<L'EI assiège totalement les environs d'Aïn

al-Arab (Kobani en kurde)>, selon Rami Abdel
Rahmane, directeur de I'OSDH.

Ain el-Araþ située dans la province sep-
tentrionale d'Alep et frontalière de la Turquie,
est la troisième ville kurde de Syrie après

Qamishli (province de Hassaka, nord-ouest) et
Afrine (province d'Alep).

Les combats aux alentours d'A¡n al-Arab
qui durent depuis deux semaines, font rage
depuis samedi soir, les Kurdes défendant farou-
chement leur bastion.

<Un commandant de I'EI a été capturé et
au moins I I de ses membres ont été tuésD, a

indiqué M. Abdel Rahmane.

Selon I'OSDH, I'EI contrôle désormais
près de 250 des 700 km de frontière enfie la
Syrie et la Turquie.

Cette zone s'étend de Jarablous, une ville
arabo-turkmène, jusqu'aux abords de Ras-al-
Aih (kurde), plus à I'est.

(Si I'EI prend Arn el-Arab, il aura une
continuité teritorialeD, estime Romain Caillet,
expert des mouvements djihadistes. <C'est stra-
tégique parce que c'est la frontière avec la
Turquie>, ajoute-t-il.

Depuis I'apparition de I'EI -autrefois

connu sous le nom d'État islamique en Irak et
au Levant-, les combats font rage entre kurdes
et djihadistes, les premiers défendant à tout
prix leurs zones où ils avaient instauré une
sorte d'autonomie depuis le début de la guerre
en Syrie.

Ce conflit avait commencé comme une
révolte pacifique avant de se transformer, sous
la répression, en une insurrection armée. Mais
celle-ci a dêgénêrê en guerre civile et la montée
de djihadistes bien a¡més et gagnant du terrain
face alrx rebelles a changê le visage du conflit.

aaa
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Iraqi rebels seize
nuclear material
But it's'low-grade,' says
U.N. agency, and doesn't
present high security risk

BY AI.A,N COWELL, ALISSA J, RUBIN
AND SUADAD AL.SALHY

Iraq has notified the United Nations
that Sunni rnilitants seized nuclear ma-
terial from a university in the northern
cþ of Mosul last month as they ad-
vanced toward Baghdad, the nuclear
regulatory body of the United Nations
said on Thursday.

Also on Thursday, the Kurdish region-
al government responded to harsh crit-
icism from lraq's prime minister, Nuri
Kamal al-Maliki, announcing that its
ministers would boycott cabinet rireet-
ings, demanding an apology to the lraqi
people and calling on Mr, Maliki to step
down.

In Vienna, Gill Ttrdor, a spokeswoman
for the International Atomic Energy
Agency, said in a statement that its ex-
perts believed that the material seized
by militants in Mosul - which is thought
to be uranium - was "low-grade and
would not present a significant safety,
security or nuclear proliferation risk,"

Word of the seizure first emerged in a
letter to the United Nations dated July I
and seen by reporters from Reuters,
which quoted it as saying that "terror-
ists" from the Islamic State in lraq and
Syria, or ISIS, had taken control of the
materials. The letter said that almost 90
pounds of uranium compounds had
been kept at the university and that the
materials "can be used in manufactur-
ing weapons of mass destruction," Reu-
ters said.

The rnention of such weapons has a
resonance in Iraq where the American-
ledinvasion of 2003was justifiedin Wash-
inglon and London by assertions that
President Saddam Hussein had acquired
weapons of mass deslruction, None ïyere
ever found by the invading forces.

The atomic energy agency "is aware
of the notificatioil from lraq and is in
contact to seek further details," Ms. Tl,¡-
dor said in her statement. She said ex-
perts did not believe that the material
could be fashioned into a weapon. "Nev-
ertheless," the statement said, "any
loss of regulatory control over nuclear
and other radioactive materials'is a
cause for concern."

In aletterto the United Nations secre-
tary general, Ban Ki-moon, on July 8,
Reuters reported, Iraq's ambassador to
the United Nations lyrote that "tenor-
ist groups have seized control of nuclear
material at the sites that came out of the
control of the state" when the militants
captured Mosul.

By lraq's account, the uranium had
been used for scientific research.

By calling it "low grade," the atomic
energy agency seemed to rule out any
suggestion that the material was of the
highly enriched kind needed to create a
nuclear weapon. The uranium is unsuit-
able for use in a so-called clirty bomb, in
which using conventional explosives
are used to spread radiation, Olli
Heinonen, a former chief inspector for
the agency, told Reuters.

In Kurdistan, the criticism of Mr. Ma-
liki came in response to a televised ad-
dress on Wednesday, during which he
accused the Kurds of turning their re-
gional capital into the headquarters of

the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, as
well as harboring members of the Baath
ParW and other opponents of the lraqi
government.

The Iraqi government halted all cargo
flights to Kurdistan on Thursday, said
Capt, Nasser al-Bandar, the head ofcivil
aviation in the lraqi government. Kur-
distan responded by halting its cârgo
flights to Baghdad, he said.

Mr. Maliki had asked the Kurds to
"stop the operations room for ISIS" and
had impliedthat the Kurds had assisted
the Sunni rnilitants who swept into
northern Iraq and seized territory in
June. He said the government had "di-
agnosed the internal and external
parties who supported the conspiracy
that took place in Iraq."

Kurdistan is a semiautonomous re-
gion encompassing three provinces in
northern lraq. The Kurds are represent-
ed in the Iraqi Parliament and hold of-
fices in the Shiite-led national govern-
ment, including president, foreign
minister, trade minister and health min-
ister. They also have their own Parlia-
ment and regional government, as well
as foreign missions in several countries,

"He has become hysterical and has
lost his balance," the Kurdish president,
Massoud Barzani, said in a statement
Thursday, refelring to Mr. Maliki, "He
is doing everything he can to justify his

failures and put the blame on others."
Many Iraqis believe that the Kurds

used the push by ISIS - and the ensu-
ing security vacuum after many lraqi
government troops fled the fighting -
to seize control of the Kirkuk region, as
well as towns in Diyala Province and a
number of border villages where there
are substantial Kurdish-speaking popu-
lations. The Kurds believe that these
areas are part of their domain.

The back and forth is also part of a
risky political calculation by Mr. Mallki
and Mr. Barzani that each will garner

The uranium is unguitable for
use in a "dirty bomb," a
former chief nuclear inspector
for the United Nations said.

points with his own loyalists by critici-
zing the other. Many Shiites feel be-
trayed by the Kurds after their seizure
of Kirkuk and other border areas, and
support Mr. Maliki's accusations. For
their part, the Kurds believe that they
are part of a movement to remove Mr.
Maliki and that the tough talk \\'ill rally
his opponents as well as reinforce the
Kurdlsh position on Kirkuk.

"Escalation of the situatiqn now with
Kurdistan could be in the prime minis-
ter's favor," said Yassin aJ-Bakri, a polit-
ical science professor at Al Nahrain Uni-
versity, in Baghdad, "and will satisfy his
supporters by presenting him as the he-
ro and the defender of Iraqiunity."

"But if we are talking on the level of
how.to run the crisis, this is seen as a
failure because he is the prime minister
of the federal government," Professor
Bakri said. 'Any escalation does not
serve the general interest, because the
current situation does not atlow him to
open more than one front at a time."

Alan Cowell reported Írom London, ond
Alissc J. Rubin and Suø.dod al-Sølhy

fromBaghdad. Omar Al-Jawoshy con-
tr ibuted r epor ting trom Baghdad'
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In Iraq's disputed terri torf r minorities
are embracing Kurdish control

By jason Motlagh
luly 74,2O1.4

E il'å1i'*"
fied Iraq. Now, when theS5-year-old iåilJÏ
dealer makes his weekly trip, he traverses the turf
of two warring factions, neither of them loyal to
Baghdad.

His village is occupied by Sunni militants of
the al-Qaeda-inspired Islamic State; his other
home is in the oil-rich city of Kirkuþ under the
control of Kurdish soldiers known as pesh
merga. Ali swears that both are preferable to the
Shiite-dominated central govemment that has
excluded and persecuted Sunni Arabs like him.

If Nouri al-Maliki stays, "Iraq will break into
1,000 pieces," he said, referring to the embattled
prime minister of lraq, a Shiite Muslim.

"The pesh merga is better than the Islamic
State, and the Islamic State is better than the
govemment. There is no going back"

Ali is not alone. Most residents interviewed
across this ethnically and religiously diverse
region say they are far better off since Kurdish
forces moved into Kirkuk and nearby ton'ns
after the Iraqi army abandoned its posts last
month during an Islamic State onslaught. The
groundswell of support extends fiom the
Kurdish majority to minority Sunni A¡abs and
ethnic Turkmens, who have previously resisted
Kurdish efforts to absorb the area.

In recent weeks, the lraqi Kurds have made
bold strides toward their long-held goal of inde-
pendence. Kurdish officials have called for a

referendum on converting the semiautonomous
region into a separate country. Meanwhile their
pesh merga fighters reinforce their hold along
the new 62Gmile fault line, taking care to secure
oil resources for a fufure state.

On Friday, the Kurds seized two major oil
fields and said they would use some of the pro-
duction for domestic purposes. The move has
intensified a bitter dispute with Baghdad and
raised concems in Westem countries determined
not to see lraq fall apart.

But the central govemment's weak hand -coupled with the pesh merga's consolidation of
gains and the apparent popular support for the
Kurds' enlargement of their territory - will
make it hard to roll back the changes.

"It will be difficult to negotiate Kirkuk away
from the Kurds," said Denise Natali, an expert
on Kurdish affairs at the Washington-based
National Defense University. The "real issue
now is the oil fields," she aáded. "Much depends
on how the Kurds will manage [revenue] and
respond to minorities."

The broadening acceptance of Kurdish
authority is evident in Topzawa, a small, ethni-
cally mixed town about 10 miles northeast of the
line that divides territory held by Kurdish forces
from areas controlled by Islamic State militants.

Last month, fearful residents of Topzawa

holed up or fled in expectation of an attack But
since the pesh merga's arrival, the rehrm of resi-
dents and an infux of hundreds of families from
territory controlled by the Islarnic State has dou-
bled the population to about 5,000 people.

On a recent afternoon, two Kurdish soldiers
patrolled the main bazaar under a scorching sun.
Although most of the stalls remain shuttered,
struggling merchants were generally upbeat
about the prospect of living in a Kurdish state.

Mofaq AMallah Ahmed,53, an ethnic
Turkmen farmer who brings his rice to the mar-
ket, blamed the Maliki govemment for "creating
the Islamic State" by "play\ngShiites against
Sunnis."

"The Kurds don't care if you are Sunni or
Shiite or Christian; they are practical," he said.
"If they stay here, things will be better for eve-

ryone."
At one stall, Hassan Omat 18, was servicing

the car of a Sunni family who had left their
insurgent-held village. The vehicle's ownet who
spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of
reprisals, said he decided to move his family
because of the chance to live under a govem-
ment that offered protection without favoring
Sunnis or Shiites.

Although business has slowed to a trickle,
Omar, a Sunni A¡ab, hoped that short-term
losses caused by the nearby fighting would ulti-
mately be ofßet by the kind of booming econo-
mic growth experienced in recent years by
Kurdish cities in the north.

'"We are waiting for this," he said.
Further down the road, pesh merga units

guard the region from Islamic State fighters. Ali,
the merchant whose family spans both sides,
says they allow him through a checkpoint and
across the river that doubles as a front line.

He said that armed men regularly walk by
his home in the village but that Islamic State
militants have done little to alter life there. The
insurgents have wamed that they will punish
thieves by amputating their limbs, he said, but
no one has yet suffered such a fate.

"The fighters don't really bother us," he said.
But there is a brutal division between Islamic

State fighters and Kurds. Gen. Mariwan
Mohammad, a top Kurdish commander in

Kirkuk prcvince, said his forces have exchanged
steady artillery and rocket fi¡e with militants dug
into a pair of villages south of the city.

So far, he said,54 Kurdish fighters have been
killed and 350 wounded along the 110-mile
stretdr that his forces help defend.

Mohammad said his soldiers have been wel-
comed in the area. But, he added, the militants
are "very good fighters, and they are trying
every day to break through" to access the vast oil
fields around Kirkuk

As part of its push to establish an Islamic
caliphate across Syria and lraq, the Islamic State
has seized key refineries and begun selling oil on
the black market to fill its war chest.

On Friday, a suicide car bombing and a

roadside explosion near Kirkuk's southem
entrance killed 28 people and wounded 25. A
day earlier, a bomb injured eight people.

Some residents - expecting the conflict
involving the Iraqi military, the Kurds and the
Islamic State to heat up - are buying guns to
protect themselves.

'1rVe are ready to fight to the death. If it is
the Islamic State or the Iraqi army, we don't
care," said a 31-year-old Kurd who identified
himself only as Ahmed, showing off a Russian-
made assault rifle that cost him $1,200 at a side-
walk market packed with hundreds of men.

However, many residents agree that regular
patrols by security forces and a greater pesh
merga presence outside the city are helping to
restore confidence.

The most pressing concem is fuel. A severe
shortage in northem Iraq has caused gas prices
to quadruple from about 40 cents a liter to $1.70
(or nearly $6.50 for a gallon). In Kirkuk, those
unable to afford black-market rates wait up to
two days to fill their tanks at city stations.

"Ifs impossible to eam a living right now,"
said Marwan Ahmad,30, a Sunni Arab taxi dri-
ver at the rear of a line of parked vehicles that
stretched for more than a mile.

Asked whether he would vote to become
part of an independent Kurdistan if given the
chance. Ahmad mustered a smile. "If that hap-
pens," he said, "there will be a big party here."ô

A pesh merga sol-
diet stands watch
in the main bazaar
in Topzazoa, lrøq,
on fune 71, Kutdish
forces filleil the
security z)øcuum
when lraqi army
Ieft, much to the
dief of this ethni-
cally dizterse town,
zahich lies in ilis-
puteil tenitory.
(løson MotlaghlFor
The Washington
Post)
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U.S. sees risk
in assisting
infiltrated
Iraqi forces
WASH!NGTON

Iranian-backed Shiites
and Sunni extremists
could threaten advisers

BYERICSCHMITT
AND MICHAEL R. GORDON

Aclassified military assessment of Iraq's
security forces concludes that many
units are so deeply infiltrated by either
Sunni extremist informants or Shüte
personnel backed by lran that any Amer-
icans assigned to advise Baghdad's
forces could face risks to their safety' ac-
cording to United States officials.

The report concludes that orùy about
halfof lraq's operationalunits âr€ c€lpôi
ble enough for American commandos to
advise them if tl¡e lVhite House decides
to help roll back the advances made by
Sunni militants in northern and western
Iraq over the past month.

Adding to the administration's di-
lemma is the assessment's conclusion
that Iraqi forces loyal to Prime Minister
Nuri Kamal al-Maliki are now heavily
dependent on Shiite militias - many of
which were trained in Iran - as well as
on advisers from the Quds Force, Iran's
paramilitary unit.

Shüte militias fought Ameúcan troops
after the United States invaded Iraq and
might again present a danger to Ameri
can advisers. But witlout an American-
led effortto rebuild lraq's security forces,
there mày be no hoPe of reducing the
Iraqi government's dependence on those
Iranian-backed militias, officials caution'

The findings underscore the. chal-
lenges ahead for the Obama administra-
tion as it seeks to confront militants
with the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria,
which has seized major cities in Iraq, all
but erased the Syrian-Iraqi border and,
on Sunday, staged a raid less than an
hour's drive from Baghdad.

At the center of the administration de-
bate is whether to send more military
advisers, weaponry and surveillance
systems - and, if so, in what numbers,
at what cost and at what levels of risk -
to a country that American combat
troóps left in 2011, but that now teeters
on the brink of collapse.

While sending American advisers to
Iraq would expose them to risks and
could embroil them again in conflict,
waiting to act may also limit the admin-
istration's ability to côunter ISIS and

JULY

administration official who has been
briefed on the draft assessment and
who, like two other American officials
briefed, spoke on the condition of an-
onymity because of the continuing re-

riiew and the delicate nature of the as-
sessfhent.

The draft, about 120 pages, is now be-
ing reviewed by Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III,
who heads the United States Central
Command, which oversees American
military operations in the Middle East,
General Austin could make changes or
request additional information from the
assessment teams in lraq, but a final
version is expected to be sent to De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel and other
top Pentagon officials this week, offi
cials said.

Rear Adm. John F. Kirby, the Penta-
gon press secÍetary, declined to com-
ment on Sunday on the draft assess-
ment, saying in a statement, "Though
the initial work of the assessment teams
is largely complete, senior leaders have
yet to formally receive or review it."

The assessment does not contain spe-
cific recommendations. Those will be
developed separately by the Cenlral
Command and the Joint Staff once the fi-
nal report is forwarded to the Pëntagon
and shared with President Obama and
his top national security aides.

As ISIS advanced across northern

"The advisory mission has
inherent risks, but they can be
mitigated. You can put
security with them."

all of it, especially against a major at-
tack. Already, the capitat has been tar-
geted by ISIS car bombs.

Several retired Army generals who
oversalv the effort to build the Iraqi
Army before the United States with-
drawal said American advisers cot¡ld
still make an important contribution.

"We must not only commit the right
number of advisers, but they must go to
the right places - in the field with Iraqi
security forces," said Michael D.
Barbero, a retired lieutenant general
who was in charge of trainrng the Iraqi
forces from 2009 to 2011.

"The advisory mission has inherent
risks, but they can be mitigated," he
added. "You can put security with them,
You can be selective about where you
put the advisers. \Me can apply the les-
sons learned from dealing with the in-
sider t¡reat in Afghanistan."

The new report's findings not only re-
inforce the initial confidential military

Shllte volunteers in the Iraql Army being tralned ln Baghdad last week. An Âmerican assessment
has found that lraqi government forces are heavlly dependent on Shllte militias.

.encourage the formation
clusive gãvernment in Ba tern Iraq, six teams of Ameri-

..Theie,s risks to allowi cial Operations forces were
to try to resolve themse to assess an lraqi Army that
larly-when there a¡e inter ed and equipped by the United
affect our country," Lt. G a cost of more than $25 billion,
Votel,whoheadsiúeJoint experienced a drop-off in
a.tioni Commanã, ìon after the American withdrawal
Armed Services Committ been greatly handicapped by
when asked why the Ame ki's push to appoint command-

not let the warring factions in Iraq fight : ers based more on political loyalty than
one another. military skill.

ThePentagon'sdecisionthismonthto The assessment, which took two
rush 200 troops, plus six Apache heli- weekstoprepareundertheguidanceof
copter gunships and shadow surveil- Maj. Gen. Dana J.H. pittard, an Army
lance drones, to the Baghdad airport officer, graded the strengths and weali-
was prompted 

' by a classified intelli- nesses of units down io the brigade
gence assessment that the sprawling level, examinihg their equipment,-am-
complex, the main hub for sending and munition, sectarian rnakeup, morale,
withdrawing American troops and dip- leadership and other indicaiors. Each
lomats, v/as vulnerable to attack by ISIS unit's overall capability was rendered in
fighters,-American officials have now abluntcolor-codedchart: greenitcapa-
disclosed. ble; red ifnot.

"It's a mess," said one sr nior obama one of the assessment's conclusions
was that Iraqi forces had the ability to
defend Baghdad, but not necessary hold
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assessments of the Iraqi forces'but also
align with public comments in recent
days by senioi Pentagon officials, nota-
bly Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. At a Pen-
tagon news conference on July 3,
General Dempsey noted thatwhile lraqi
security forces had stiffened and were
capable of defending Baghdad, they

ïvere not capable on their own oflaunch-
ing a counteroffensive and reversing
the ISIS gains.

Mr. Obama has ruled out sending
combat troops back to lraq. And Gener-
al Dempsey also emphasized anyAmer-
ican military involvement in lraq would
be different from in the past. General
Dempsey has signaled, however, that

aiistrikes are still an option.
In an interview with National Public

Radio on June 27, General Dempsey
ticked offthree potential aims: target-
ing "high-value individuals who are the
leadership" of ISIS; protecting critical
lnfrastructure, like dams; and "blunt-
ing attacks by massed" ISIS forces - a
possible assault on Baghdad, for in-
stance.

fntcnr¡rtion¡l Nctu lJork @i¡¡¡cs TUESDAy, JULv ts, zot4

Diplomacycan still save Iraq
ValiR. Nasr
Contributing Writer

WASHINGTON Contrary to what pess-
imists are saying, the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria's sudden sweep across
northern Iraq does not have to end with
the Middle East's borders redrawn.
That would be a calamity; the United
States should do all it can to avoid it.
Andwe can-if American diplomacy,
rather than military intervention, is the
maintool.

Yes, America may have to resort to
surgical airstrikes to help Iraq check
the advance of this extremist group,
known as ISIS. But in the end, Iraq can
be pulled back tully from the brink only
if its quarreling sects agree to share
power under a new constitution. And
that will nothappen unless American
diplomats re-engage as mediators
among the sectarian leaders.

The Shüte-Sunni divide has grown
too wide for Iraqis to reconcile their dif-
ference3 bythemselves, and lraq's
neighboring powers are in no position
to be honest brokers. Iran stands firmly
behind Iraq's Shütes, while Saudi Ara-
bia and Ibrkey sympathize with its
Sunnis.

SoAmericans alone have the ability
to bring together all the stakeholders to
end the fighting. Once we take on that
role, the cooperation ofthe three re-
gional powers would be not only useful,
but essential.

And it would be in all of our interests.
ISIS has carved out a vast Sunni region,
from Aleppo on Syria's border with T\¡r-
key to Samarra deep in central lraq,
that threatens to redraw the maps of
,both countries by creating a landlocked
and impoverished Sunnl realm that
would covet its neighbors'riches and
be a breeding ground for extremism.
That realm could expand further to
include parts of Jordan and Saudi A¡a-
bia, and then project influence across
the Sunni world, from Africa to South-
eastAsia.

In Syria and lraq, the rebellion began
with protests against anti-Sunni ha¡sh-
ness by sectarian goverr¡ments. Now it
ma'y be peaking; ISIS is unlikely to
seize Damascus or Baghdad, and its ex-
treme sectarian tone and record of
heinous violence are provoking areac-

tion in kind among Alawites, Christi-
ans, Shütes and even among Sunnis,
who once admired its fight against the
Syrian dictator Basha¡ al-Assad. Still,
there is no predicting the ultimate
reach of ISIS. That is why it is critical
for Iraq and Syria to remain intact and
keep hold oftheir Sunni regions.

Consider the intersecting challenges :

two failed statesi populated by warring
sects and ethnic groups, and ruled by
ineffective and predatory govern-
ments; they are now besiéged by brutal
extremists backe<l by menacing neigh-
bors with regional allies. That is a prob-
lem far too large and deeply rooted for
a military solution alone.

In the longrun, the key to stability
and peace is rule from Damascus and

Baghdad that is lbss

ca¡r mediate only if Iraqis and Syr-
a bargain
amongthe
warringæcb.

ing parties are right
noq they might respond to our diplo-
macy, with the buy-in of Tt¡rkey, Saudi
Arabiaand lran.

The etfort should steer clear ofwar-
making, nation-building and goals as
quixotic as endingthe Middle East's
sectarian and ethnic divisions.

Ratheç its guideposts should be
three achievable goals: don't let the ex-
tremists control territory; protect the
territorial integrity of the region's
states; and promote governance by
bargaining, to allow each sectarian
community a fair chance to live in
peace.

The task for American mediators
would be formidable. While many
Iraqis cling denaciously to the idea of a
unified country, the dysfunctional
wrangling among Baghdad's politicians
pales when compared with the deep
sectarian distrust left in the population
by a decade of violence and displace-
ment. In addition, the Kurdish region in
the north has already left lraq for all in-
tents and purposes. And America has
far less leverage than in 2006, when it
had troops in Iraq to quell sectarian

violence, and more financial and politic-
al levers with which to influence Iraqi
politics.

Iraq's Shiites, an overwhelming ma-
jority of its Arabs, will resist talk of
sharing power with rebellious Sunni ex-
tremists. Most Shütes want instead to
vanquish ISIS, then embrace Sunnis
only as junior partners in a Shiite-dom-
inated state. Many Sunnis, by contrast,
feel the wind in their sails and think
they can again rule lraq; they are un-
likely !o settle for less than an equal
partnership.

Breaking those attitudes may require
anew government in Baghdad. But
even with one, keeping lraq intact will
also require a new constitution to
define how power is shared. A workable
formula would have Shiites, Sunnis and
Kurds governingtheir own domains,
while sharing national powér in aweak-
er center. A similar formula ended the
ethnic war in Bosnia in the 1990s.

One factor in favor of this plan is the
fear.already sown by ISIS. Even lead-
ing Sunni Arabs who criticize Iraq's
Shüte prime minister, Nuri Kamal al-
Maliki, and who have supported ISIS in
Syria, worry that an ISIS triumph in
Iraq would tlreaten their own in-
terests; in particular, an emergent
"Sunnistan" could strengthen other Is-
lamists like the Muslim Brotherhood,
which they have opposed in Egypt as
too populist. As angry as these A¡abs
arewith Mr. Maliki, they havelittle ap-
petite for breaking up lraq.

As for lran, its ties are with the cur-
rent rulers in Baghdad and Damascus,
so it wants them to keep their borders.
And with a Sunni minority of its o\Àrn,

Iran fearsthat even it may not be im-
mune from efforts to redraw the map of
the Midd¡e East.

America can build a diplomatic plan
on the common interest in keeping Iraq
intact. It can rally the region and na-
tions around it. It needs to start the ef-
fort now

vÂtt R. NASR, the dean of the Johns Hop-
hins School ol Ailvanced lnternational
Studies, is the øuthor of "The Dispens-
able Nation: American ForeignPolicy ín
Retreat."

Send d lette¡ with your phone number and
email addr e s s, to lnytlsttrr.@ nytimer.oom.
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aranian commanders on
front line of lraq's fight

8y QASSllvl ABDUL-ZAHRA and HAIIZA HENDAWI
July 17,2O14

ÞAGHDAD (AP) - A powerful lranian general
lJhas emerged as the chief tactician in lraq's
fight against Sunni mititants, working on the
front lines atongside 120 advisers from his coun-
try's Revolutionary Guard to direct Shiite miti-
tiamen and government forces in the smaltest
detaits of battle, militia commanders and
government officiats say.

The starttingly hands-on role of lranian Gen.
Ghasem Soleimani points to the extent of the
Shiite-ted lraqi government's retiance on its ally
Tehran. lt atso strikes a strong contrast with the
more methodical, cautious approach of the
United States, lran's rival for influence in lraq.
Shiite fighters have come to idolize the lranians
who have moved into the heat of battle along-
side them - with two lranian advisers killed in
fighting - white government officials grumble
the United States has faited to come to their
aid.

The lranian role, however, risks further sharp-
ening the sectarian rifts in the conftict. At a
time when the U.S. and others are pressing
lraq's government to reach out to Sunnis to
reduce support for the insurgency, the effective
lranian command of lraq's defense is likety to
further atienate Sunnis, who have long accused
Shiite-ted lran of trying to dominate lraq
through its allies here.

Coleimani, commander of the etite
JRevotutionary Guard's Quds Force, is a fre-
quent visitor to multipte battlezones in lraq,
most particularty in Samarra, a city north of
Baghdad under siege by Sunni extremists in
their march toward the capital. The city is vital
to Baghdad's Shiite-ted government because it is
the location of a revered Shiite shrine that
Sunni insurgents have destroyed in the past and
are targeting again now.

ln his frequent stays in Samarra, Soleimani
bases himself in the al-Askari shrine, even
sleeping in its basement as he coordinates the
city's defense, said two Shiite mititia command-
ers who saw him there. On one recent visit, he
joined militiamen in group prayers in the
shrine, said one of the commanders, who tike
the other spoke on condition of anonymity
because the government has sought to keep the
lranian rote behind the scenes.

The Revolutionary Guard mititary advisers with
Soleimani have provided guidance for Shiite
militìamen in shetling positions of the Sunni
insurgents and have directed them in a strategy
of carving out a large enough margin of territo-
ry around the city that Sunni mortars can't
reach the shrine, the commanders said.
"Without them (the lranians) and the militias,
we would have lost Samarra," one mititia com-

A handfut of advisers from Lebanon's Shiite
AHezbottah guerrilla group are atso offering
front-tine guidance to lraqi mititias fighting
north of Baghdad,

o

In this Saturday, Iuly 12,2014 fle photo,
Iraqi Shiite fighters with the "Pence

Brigailes" patrol during a sand storm in
Samarra, lraq. Gen. Ghasem Soleímani, a

panerful lranian general,has emerged as the
chíef tactician in lraq's fght against Sunni
militants, working on the front lines ølong-
side L20 aduisers from his country's
Reuolutionary Guard to direct Shiite militi-
amm and goaernment forces ín the smallest
details of battle, militia commanders and
gouernment olfcials say. (AP PhotolFile)

mander said

"We sorely need these advisers," said Wahab al-
Taei, a senior commander of Asaib Ah[ a[-Haq,
one of several lranian-backed Shiite mititias in
lraq. 'They have the expertise we lack in urban
guerrilta warfare."

The United States has a team of around 210
troops in lraq. Their main mission has been to
assess the readiness of the lraqi military to fight
the Sunni insurgency, ted by a radical at-Qaida
breakaway group catled the lstamic State,
which over the past month has overrun most
Sunni-majority parts of the country. The
Pentagon this week confirmed it had received
the team's assessment, but that it will take
some time to review it and come up with rec-
ommendations on how the U.S. shoutd hetp lraq
in the fight.

lraqi requests for U.5. airstrikes against the
Sunni mititants have so far gone unanswered,
though President Barack Obama has not ruted
them out. Pentagon officials have said there are
questions whether strikes woutd be effective if
the lraqi military is not capabte of recapturing
lost ground and that strikes coutd further turn
Sunnis against the government.

lraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Matiki "feets he has
been tet down by the Americans and that's why
he sought lranian hetp," said Watheq al-
Hashemi, an lraqi anatyst known to be ctose to

the prime minister

A senior lraqi military official said of the
Americans, "We have not seen any real hetp
from them so far," saying the U.S. team had not
ventured out to the batttefietds. He spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss the team's
activities.

The American emphasis has been on building
I an inctusive government that can win the

support of the minority Sunni community,
widely atienated by al-Matiki. Sunni support is
seen as vital to regaining the Sunni-dominated
regions captured by the insurgency after the
military cotlapsed. ln contrast, the Shiite miti-
tias being organized by lran have been able to
stem the insurgents advance - but if they ptay
a prominent role in trying to retake Sunni areas,
it witt likety only fuel sectarian hatreds and
bloodshed.

lraq's state-run media has made no mention of
lranian invotvement, apparently to avoid fuet-
ing the sectarian rift. But evidence of its pres-
ence surfaced Juty 6 when lran's state news
agency said an lranian was killed white defend-
ing Shiite hoty sites in Samarra. Asecond lranian
military adviser was killed several days later by
a roadside bomb in the Samarra area.

Soteimani's Quds Force, the externa[-operations
arm of the Revolutionary Guard, has been
involved for years in training and financing lraqì
Shiite mititias. lt has also long worked with
Hezbotlah in Lebanon and has been hetping
Syrian President Bashar Assad in the fight
against mainty Sunni rebels in that country's
civil war.

"Soteimani wants to protect Baghdad and
Samarra just as he kept Damascus safe for
Assad," said one lraqi government officiat, also
speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss
the lranianJ role. "He is constantly shuttting
between lraq and lran and when he is here he
goes everywhere."

Elesides the adviser team, lranian drones are
lJftying near daily reconnaissance ftights and
lranian weapons have been pouring into lraq in
large quantities, mostty to Shiite militias,

lran also attowed lraqi pilots to bring back to
lraq five Soviet-era Sukhoi-25 fighter-bombers
that Saddam Hussein ordered ftown to lran
rather than risk their destruction before the
1991 Gutf War. The aircraft join about a half
dozen Sukhoi-25s that at-Matiki bought second-
hand from Russia to give an edge to his fledgting
air force of two Cessna planes firing U.S.-made
Hettfire missiles.

The Shiite militia commanders said Soleimani
was atso directing militias, volunteers and gov-
ernment forces at other front-line zones around
Baghdad. His willingness - and that of his advis-
ers - to go right into the battte has created a
near cult of personatity for Soteimani among
some militiamen.

'They are so much braver than lraqi army com-
manders," a senior militia commander deployed
in Samarra said of the lranians. "Soteimani is the
world's best military commander." a
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Bagdad s?enfonce dans la crise
politique, attentat à Kirkouk

Le Monde.fr avec
AFP, AP et Reuters
u juillet.eor4

T es Kurdes irakiens ont
Laffirmé, vendredi rr juillet,
s'être emparés de champs de
pétrole dans la région disputée de
Kirkouk, dans le nord de I'Irak. Iæ
ministère du pétrole irakien avait
plus tôt accusé les forces de sécu-
rité kurdes, les peshmergas, de
s'être emparées de deux champs
pétrolifères, situés dans les zones
de Makhmour et Bey Hassan. Iæ
rendement de ces deux champs
s'élèverait à environ 4oo ooo
barils de pétrole parjour, selon le
ministère.

Iæ même jour, vingt-huit peßon-
nes ont aussi été tuées dans la
ville de Kirkouk, dans un double
attentat à la voiture piégée e! à la
bombe. D'après Sabah
Mohammad Amin, responsable
médical à Kirkouk, parmi les
morts figuraient de nombreuses
personnes, dont des femmes et
des enfants, ayant fui devant un
assaut donné par des djihadistes
dans des provinces voisines pour
tenter de se rendre dans des
zones plus sûres du sud de I'Irak.

PROTESTATION DES
MINISTRESKURDES

Ces actes de défiance des Kurdes
à l'égard de Bagdad intervien-

nent peu après que les ministres
kurdes ont < suspendu > leur
participation au gouvernement
fédéral de Bagdad, alors que le
premier ministre irakien, Nouri
Al-Maliki, est accusé d'exacerber
les tensions entre les commu-
nautés.

Vendredi, le ministre kurde des
affaires étrangères, Hoshiyar
7æban, a annoncé qu'il sus-
pendait ses activités avec ses col-
lègues chargés du commerce, des
migrations et de la santé, ainsi
qu'un vice-premier ministre. Ils
entendent protester contre les
déclarations du premier min-
istre, Nouri Al-Maliki, qui avait
accusé la région autonome du
Kurdistan d'être le quartier
général des insurgés.

I,ES MINISTR.ES KURDES
SUSPENDENTLEUR
PARTICIPATION AI.IX
nÉr-rNroxs DU c,or.ryERNE-
MENTWÏÉnnmrnn

Ia tension monte en Irak entre
les Kurdes et le Premier ministre
chiite Nouri al-Maliki. læs min-
istres kurdes ont annoncé qu'ils
suspendaient leur participation
aux pourparlers pour la forma-
tion d'un nouveau gouverne-
ment. Ils n'ont pas supporté que
Nouri al-Maliki parle d'Erbil, la
capitale du Kurdistan irakien,
comme d'une base arrière pour
les opérations terroristes. Pour le
journaliste irakien, Subhi al-
Badri, 'les accusations portées
par le Premier ministre Nouri al-

Des forces ile sécurité kuriles près ile Kirkuk, en juin 2074.

Maliki contre la province
autonome ne s'appuie sur aucune
preuve tangible et personne ne
peut étayer ces allégations sans
témoignages ni preuves évi-
dentes'. Monsieur Maliki'est
devenu hystérique'a de son côté
réagi la présidence kurde. Elle a
appelé le Premier ministre à s'ex-
cuser auprès du peuple irakjen et
à démissionner. 'Iæ peupìe kurde
a mal quand il entend ça, car le
Kurdistan a protégé Monsieur
Maliki quand celui-ci s'opposait
à I'ancien Régime et maintenant,
il accuse ses anciens protecteurs',
explique Safeen Dizayee, le
porte-parole du Gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan (GRK).
Parallèlement, à I'Université de
Mossoul, des insurgés sunnites
se seraient emparés de 4oþ de
matériau nucléaires, selon les
autorités irakjennes. Informée,
I'AIEA a estimé que le matériau
en question était'de faible qual-
ité' et qu'il ne présentait pas de
risque.

AI-MALIKI ( FIYSITRIQUE >

Ces tensions ont contribué au
retard pris dans la formation
d'un gouvernement d'unité
nationale face à I'offensive d'in-
surgés sunnites lancée le 9 juin.
Iæ Parlement irakien doit se réu-
nir dimanche pour tenter de
relancer ce processus. Iæs
autorités du Kurdistan avaient
déjà demandé jeudi au premier
ministre de quitter le pouvoir, le
qualifiant d'< hystérique >.

Profitant du retrait de I'armée
irakienne face à I'avancée des
insurgés, les forces kurdes ont
pris le contrôle de territoires dis-
putés avec Bagdad, que la région
autonome du Kurdistan a déclaré
ne jamais vouloir rendre,
annonçant également la tenue
d'un référendum sur I'indépen-
dance du Kurdistan. ¡

¡

lrak : double attentat à
Kirkouk, au moins 28 morts

I ln premier attentat à ta voiture piégée

\Javait touché un poste de contrôle dans

le sud de ta ville, suivi par t'exptosion d'une
bombe. Selon ce responsable málicat, des

femmes et des enfants figurent parmi les
victimes. Un précédent bilan avait fait état
de 13 morts dans ce vitlage désormais tenue
par les forces kurdes.
Profitant du retrait de l'armée irakienne face

à l'avancée des insurgés sunnites, les forces
kurdes ont pris te 12 juin le contrôle de
Kirkouk, un territoire disputé avec Bagdad.

Le Kurdistan, qui a parattètement annoncé la

tenue d'un référendum d'indépendance dans
les prochains mois, s'est aussi emparé ven-
dredi de deux grands champs pétroliers près
de Kirkouk.

Kirkouk est une vitle muttiethnique située à

240 km au nord de Bagdad. Avant sa prise
par les Kurdes, ta sécurité y était assurée
par une force de police conjointe formée
d'éléments arabes, kurdes et
turcomans.

Selon un responsable médical, 28
personnes ont été tuées dans le
double attentat de vendredi à
Kirkouk (nord).

Par RTL , Avec AFP
I1 JUILLET 2014

www.rtl.fr
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falllonûc
Semedi l2 iuillet 2or4

En Irah la longue elrance des chiites de
Tall Afar, rescapés de l'attaque diihadiste
Une partie de lapopulationturkmène de cette villevoisine de Mossoul atrouvé refuge à Bagdad

Reportage
Bagdad
Envoyé spécial

T 'lrak de Ia fanrille Jassem a

I explosé le t5iuin. Ce jourlà,
.LI ce clan turkmène de confes-
sion chiite a fui Tall Afar, sa ville
natale, sous les tirs de mortier de
l'Etat islamique. En quelques heu-
res, Ia seule localité mixte de la pro-
vince de Ninive, dans le nord-ouest
du pays, s'est vidée de toute sa

population chiite. Entassés à qua-
rante dans des microbus, les fas-
sem ont erré de ville en ville pen-
dant deux semaines, avant de trou-
ver refuge à Kadhimiya, un quar-
tier du nord de Bagdad,

Logés dans un petit hôteì pour
pèlerins face au mausolée de
l'imam Kadhim, haut ìieu de l'is-
lam chiite, les naufragés de Tall
Afar ont fait une croix sur leur vie
d'avant. <C'estfini, nous ne revien-
drons pas là-bas, nous ne pouftons
plus jamais v iv re avec les sunnites )r,

tranche Mohamed, 34 ans, assis sur
une banquette métaÌlique au pre-
mierétage de la pension. Accroupis
sur le linoléum, à côté de plantes
artificielles, ses frères et ses cousins
opinent en silence.

La nécessité de fuir s'est impo-
sée quandl'armée irakienne, débor-
dée par les diihadistes, s'est repliée
surl'aéroport de la ville. Les photos
des exécutions de masse, diffusées
surTwitter par les insurgés sunni-
tes, après la prise de Mossoul cinq
joursplus tôt, ontbalayétoute hési-
tation. (Si nous étíons restés, nous
aurions tous été pendusr, résume

fassem fassem, 48 ans, un tra-
vailleur journalier vêtu d'une djel-
labamarron.

La première étape de l'exode est
Siniar, un gros bourg sous le contrô-
le des peshmetgas kurdes, où les
troupes gouvernementales, à

court de munitions, finiront par
échouer une semaine plus tard.
Lendroit étant déjà saturé de rétu-
giés, la famille lassem repart vers
l'est. Une aide d'urgence leur par-
vient, envoyée par la marja'iya, le
haut clergé chiite. Mais la reprise

des ti¡s de mortierles oblige à lever
leur camp de fortune au bout
d'une semaine.

Direction alors Erbil, la capitale
de la région autonome du Kurdis-
tan où affluent des dizaines de mil-
liers d'Irakiens chassés par les hor-
des de l'Etat islamique. Là, ce n'est
pas leur statut confessionnel qui
pose problème, mais leur apparte-

nance ethnique. Dans l'Histoire,
Kurdes et Turkmènes irakiens
n'ont jamais fait bon ménage.

Moyennant une joumée d'atten-
te en pleine fournaise et quelques
bastonnades par la police, la petite
troupe parvient à l'aéroport d'Erbil.
La promesse du sall¡t. Mais tous les
vols pour Najafet Kerbal4 les deux
sanctuaires chiites du sud de I'Irak,
sont pleins. <Notre permis de
séiour ne durait que vingt-quatre
heures, raconte Jassem,Nous avons
dtt prendre des taxis. > Après huit
heures de route, à vingt dans deux
fourgonnettes avec femmes,
enfants et nourrissons, les pros-
crits de TallAfar ont débarqué dans
l'enclave chiite de Kadhimiya.

Une arrivée pleine dè senti-
ments mêlés. D'uncôté,le soulage-
ment d'être passé à travers les grif-
fes de l'Etat islamique, de disposer
d'un toit et d'un lit - payes par un
dignitaire religieux de la ville -, à
deux pas du pas du bulbe doré de la
mosquée de l'imam Kadhim. De
I'autre côté, le désarroi du déracine-
ment, qu'ils devinent définitif, la
colère et la culpabilité face au net-
toyage confessionnel qu'ils n'ont
pas pu empêcher. < Tout cela était
planifié, résume Mohamed. Ieur
objectif est d'éIiminer les chütes des

zones ò majorité sunnite. t
En zoo4 et 2oo5 déià, une série

d'attentats visant la communauté
chiite, accusée de collaborer avec
l'occupant américain, avait forcé
Mohamed à partt avec une partie
des siens. Ils avaient pu réintégrer
leurs pénates au bout de quelques
mois, après que les forces américai-
nes et irakiennes eurent repris le
contrôle de la ville. tCettefois-ci, iI
n'y aura pas de retour,la troisième
tentative des teroristes sunnites est
la bonne>t, lâche Mohamed, les
yeuxrougis sous sa casquette,

< Toutçaétaitplanifié,
résumeMohamed.

L'objectif est d'éliminer
les chütes des zones
àmaioritésunnite r

Terrible retou¡nement de l'His-
toire. Car, en zoo6, les plaies de Tel
Afar semblaient se refermer. A for-
ce d'y construire écoles et routes,
d'y iniecter troupes et consultants,
l'armée américaine avait peu à peu
pris le dessus surles gangsd'Al-Qai-
da et du Baas,l'ancienparti au pou-
voirdu temps de SaddamHussein.
Dans un discours prononcé cette
annéelà, le président George Bush

avait même érigé la ville en exem-
ple à suivre eñ matière de contre-
insurrection. Une stratégie bapti-
sêe <clear, hold, build¡ (<< nettoyer,
tenir, construirer), qui allait être
svstématisée avec un certain suc-
cès à partir de zooT pa?r le général
américain Petraeus.

I
¿

Mais, à Tall Afar, les explosions
et les assassinats reprirent très
vite. Principales cibles de la vindic-
Je des sunnites, mis au ban du pou-
voir à partir de zotr, les chiites
locaux virentleur sécurité se dégra-
der continuellement. Impossible
par exemple d'aller à Mossoul, Ia
capitale provinciale: < Pour Ia moin-
dre formalité administrotive, iI
nous fallait solliciter un intermé-
dÍaire sunnite r, raconte fassem.

La résurgence d'Al-Qaida à la
faveur de l'embrasement de la
Syrie, puis son retour en Irak sous
le label de I'Etat islamique, ont fait
le reste. Pources militants, adeptes
d'un djihad traninational, Ia saisie
de Tall Afar, à 5okm de la frontière
syrienne, était une priorité. La
famille |assem a appris par Inter-
net le pillage de ses maisons et le
transfert de ses biens en Syrie. Fin
d'une époque. Leur dernier espoir
consiste à obtenirun dédommage
ment de la part de I'Etat.r

BBN'AM¡NBA TH¡

Mohamed lassem, Turkmènechlite de TallAfar, réfugié à Bagdad
avec s¡ famillc, le glulllet. LIuRENTVAN DrR slocK'r pouR(rr MoNDED
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nouvelles ct analyscs humanitaires 15 juillet 2014

Un service du Bureau de la Coordination des Affaires Humanitaires des Nations Unies

Les minorités
pnses pour
cible en Irak
11 ans après I'intervention des Etats-
Unis et de I'OTAN

15 juillet 2014
http: //www. irinnews.org

En frak, la guerre civile a des effets dévastateurs
sur des minorités, sommées de choisir leur camp.
Une analyse de IRIN.

ERBIL, 14 juillet 2014 (IRIN) - < Le bruit des tirs d'artillerie
était terrifiant. Il n'y avait plus personne dans ma rue. Notre famille
a été la dernière à partir >>, a expliqué Janda, qui appartient à la com-
munauté chrétienne assyrienne d'Irak.

Elle et les cinq membres de sa famille ont fui la ville de Qaraqosh
(également connue sous le nom de Bakhdida et Al-Hamdaniya),
située à 30 km à l'est de Mossoul, au nord de l'Irak, en pleine nuit.

La famille a rejoint Erbil - cap¡tale de la région semi-autonome du
Kurdistan - en voiture et trouvé refuge dans une salle de sport
d'Ankawa, un faubourg à majorité chrétienne de la ville,

Janda fa¡t partie des quelque 10 000 chrétiens qui ont fu¡ la plaine
de Ninive - province située au nord-est de Mossoul - en l'espace de
quelques jours, à la fin du mois de juin, et se sont réfugiés à Erbil
pour échapper aux m¡litants de l'Etat islamique en lrak et au Levant
(EIIL) et aux combats qui opposent ces derniers aux forces armées
kurdes (Peshmerga). La campagne de bombardements aériens des
forces de sécurité irakiennes contre I'EIIL a ajouté à l'inquiétude
ambiante,

< Nous avons peur car nous avons entendu des rumeurs selon
lesquelles I'EIIL décapite des gens >>, a dit Ammar, lui aussi chrétien,
qu¡ a quitté Qaraqosh avec sa femme, Iman, et leurs deux enfants,
Ils ont trouvé refuge dans une salle exigüe. < Ce qui est arrivé aux
chrétiens de Syrie - nous nous attendons à subir le même sort >>, a-
t-il ajouté.

Selon des rapports sur la situation en Syrie, des églises ont été
brûlées et des chrétiens ont été attaqués et contraints de se conver-
tir à l'islam au cours de ces derniers mois. Ces informations, même
s¡ elles ne sont pas avérées, ont renforcé les cra¡ntes de la commu-
nauté ch rétienne d'Irak.

Les églises de la ville de Mossoul n'ont jusqu'à présent subi aucun
dommage ¡mportant - une statue de la vierge Marie a été détruite et
des croix ont été remplacées par des drapeaux noirs de I'EUL - mais
deux nonnes et trois orphelins ont disparu la semaine dern¡ère et ¡l

est à craindre qu'ils aient été enlevés.
rEIIL a lancé son offensive mil¡taire dans le nord de I'Irak au

début du mois de juin et s'est emparé d'une grande paftie des pro-
vinces de Ninive, Salaheddin et Kirkuk. L'organisat¡on contrôle égale-
ment plusieurs local¡tés de la province dAnbar depu¡s le début de
l'année. Le 29 juillet, l'organisat¡on a proclamé l'établissement d'un
califat ¡slam¡que

S¡ l'on recense des personnes issues de toute religion et de toute
ethnie parmi les 1,2 millions de personnes déplacées depuis janvier,
les groupes de défense des droits de l'homme indiquent que les chré-
tiens - comme les autres minorités irakiennes, notamment les sha-
baks, les turkmènes et les yézidis- sont particulièrement vulnérables
à I'EIILet à tout autre fracture politique et géographique qui pourrait
se faire jour dans le pays.

( Il apparaît clairement que I'EIIL ut¡l¡se un mode d'action qu¡
consiste à cibler délibérément les minorités irakiennes et d'autres
personnes qu'il soupçonne de s'opposer à lui, et d'en enlever et
séquestrer les membres >, a expliqué Donatella Rovera, conseillère
d Amnesty Internat¡onal pour les situat¡ons de crise, actuellement
présente dans le nord de l'Irak.

<< Tous les jours, je rencontre des familles qui veulent à tout prix
retrouver un f¡ls, un mari ou un frère qui ont été capturés par des
groupes de I'EIIL et dont elles ne savent ni où ils se trouvent ni ce
qu'ils sont devenus, La plupart ne veulent pas que l'on cite les noms
de leurs proches disparus car elles craignent pour leur sécurité >.

Letta Tayler, chercheuse sur le terrorisme et le contre-terrorisme
à Human Rights watch (HRW), a dit que, si des atrocités étaient <

commises de tous côtés >, les minorités éta¡ent < prises pour cible >>

par I'EIIL, qui partage I'idéologie radicale des sunnites.
< Les minorités relig¡euses sont doublement prises pour cible ;

elles sont victimes à la fois du conflit général et d'attaques en raison
de leurs croyances >, a-t-elle dit. < Il s'ag¡t d'une tendance tradition-
nelle en lrak, mais elle s'aggrave en période de confl¡t et ces per-
sonnes sont paniquées, En ce moment, nous assistons à une accélé-
ration du déplacement de masse des minorités religieuses >, a-t-elle
ajouté.

Les chrét¡ens
Ces attaques pourraient accentuer la tendance à l'émigration des

chretiens. Avant l'invasion menée par les Etats-Unis en 2003, le pays
comptait env¡ron 1,3 million de chrétiens, mais ils ne seraient plus
que 300 000 actuellement. Ceci est en grande partie lié à l'augmen-
tation des v¡olences, notamment à l'attaque perpétrée en 2010
contre l'église Notre-Dame du Salut de Bagdad et qui a fait 58 vic-
t¡mes.

Zaid Al-Ali, avocat irakien et auteur de 'The Struggle for Iraq's
Future', a dit que si les chrétiens n'étaient pas concernés par les vio-
lences entre sunnites et chiites ou n'étaient pas nécessairement visés
en raison de leur appadenance relig¡euse, ¡ls avaient été particuliè-
rement touchés par les violences de 2006-2007, lorsque les
menaces, les extorsions et les enlèvements étaient motivés par des
raisons religieuses,

<< Les gens visés étaient, en général, ceux qui n'avaient personne
vers qui se tourner, pas de liens tribaux, pas de relations au sein du
gouvernement et qui vivaient le plus souvent dans les quartiers les
moins sûrs, donc il y a eu beaucoup de chrétiens parmi les victimes
>>, a-t-il dit. < Les chrétiens ont toujours été visés, ils sont le ventre
mou de l'Irak. Ils n'ont pas les mêmes relations avec l'Etat que les
musulmans et personne ne s'intéresse vraiment à leur sort >>.

Cette semaine, bon nombre de chrétiens qu¡ avaient fu¡ Qaragosh
pour rejoindre Ankawa sont rentrés chez eux, selon des cheß
d'églises. Les bombardements ont pr¡s fin pour l'instant, mais outre
les conditions de vie difficiles liées au manque d'eau, de carburant et
d'électricité, il règne une profonde inceÉitude sur l'avenir, car I'EIIL
ne semble pas prêt à rendre les territoires dont il s'est emparé,

Bashar Matti Warda, l'archevêque du diocèse catholique chaldéen
d'Erbil, a dit : << Nous sentons vraiment que les chrétiens perdent
espoir en l'avenir et nous rencontrons beaucoup de familles qui sou-
haitent quitter l'Irak pour de bon, ce qui est une gønde perte pour
nous )>.

Les turkmènes
Les chrétiens ne sont pas la seule minorité à s'inquiéter de I'avan-

cée de I'EIIL : plusieurs rapports ont fait état d'attaques sur des vil-
lages shabaks ; et les turkmènes, qui forment le troisième plus
important groupe ethn¡que du pays et sont victimes de persécutions
depuis de longues années, sont également devenus la cible des
insurgés.

Le 6 juillet, Aydin Marool responsable du bureau politique du
Front turkmène, a dit aux médias locaux que 200 turkmènes avaient
été tués et que 200 000 autres avaient été déplacés dans les
attaques de I'EIIL à Ninive et Kirkuk. D'après HRW I'EIIL a mené des
raids sur Guba et Shireekhan, des villages proches de Mossoul où
vivent des turkmènes chiites, le 23 juin. Des ma¡sons et des fermes
ont été pillées, quatre lieux de prière chiites ont été détruits par des
explosions et environ 950 familles turkmènes ont été contraintes de
qu¡tter la zone.

D'autres lieux de prière fréquentés par des turkmènes ont égale-
ment été pris pour cible à Tal Afar, à 50 km à l'ouest de Mossoul,
selon HRW.

<< C'est une sorte de génocide contre les turkmènes et d'autres
populat¡ons d'Irak >, a dit à IRIN Ali Bayatli, représentant de I'asso-
ciation des avocats turkmènes en Irak (Association of Turkoman
Lawyers in lraq) à Kirkuk.

Après avoir expliqué pourquoi un nombre impoftant de déplacés
turkmènes avaient cherché refuge à Kirkuk, il a ajouté : < Ces per-
sonnes qui sont venues à Kirkuk ont le sentiment d'avoir trouvé la
pa¡x, mais ce n'est que tempora¡re. Nous ne savons pas de quoi
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demain sera fait >>.

Les Yézidis
A Bash¡qa, un village situé à environ 22 km au nord-est de

Mossoul et où cohabitent yézidis et shabaks, Hussam Salim, respon-
sable bénévole des programmes de l'organisation caritat¡ve 'Yezid¡
Solidarity and Fraternity League', a dit que la population avait peur
de I'EIIL depuis la diffusion d'une vidéo tournée par des m¡litants et
montrant un groupe de yézidis qui ava¡ent été enlevés.

<< La communauté yézidie se sent très menacée par les projets de
I'EIIL. Ils se sentent désespérés ic¡ et beaucoup d'entre eux s'en vont
pour l'Europe ou parlent de partir >>, a-t-il expliqué.

Les yézidis appartiennent à une religion ancienne associée à la foi
zoroastrienne. Ils révèrent un dieu nommé ange-paon qui aurait été
expulsé du paradis par Dieu. Ils sont donc considérés comme des
adorateurs de Satan. Au fil des ans, les yézidis irakiens, qui sont
environ 500 000, ont subi des persécutions et des attaques significa-
tives, mais l'avancée de I'EIIL représente une nouvelle menace, en
raison notamment de la situation géographique de la communauté
dans des terr¡toires longtemps disputés par le Kurdistan et l'Irak et
qui sont aujourd'hui à la frontière avec le califat de I'EIIL.

< IEIIL vise des personnes différentes de manières différentes,
car ils ont des règles concernant certaines religions et cedaines per-
sonnes sont très inquiètes >>, a d¡t M. Salim. << En ce moment, les
forces kurdes des Peshmerga sont ici, ma¡s nous savons que l'EIIL ne
se trouve qu'à 5 km et nous voyons leurs postes de contrôle, alors
nous sommes inquiets >>.

Malgré le chaos, à Bagdad, l'élite politique du pays ne semble pas
être prête à négocier un accord, alors que le Parlement vient à nou-
veau d'annuler ses sessions le 7 juillet.

Les minorités des territoires disputés
Les dirigeants kurdes ont saisi l'occasion pour réclamer la séces-

sion du reste de l'Irak et Massoud Barzani, le président de la région
du Kurdistan irakien, a indiqué qu'il comptait organ¡ser un référen-
dum sur I'indépendance d'ici à quelques mois.

Cependant, si les Kurdes du Kurdistan appuient l'indépendance,
toutes les minorités qui vivent dans les territoires disputés que le
gouvernement régional kurde (GRK) souha¡te récupérer ne veulent
pas être désignées comme kurdes.

Thirsa de Vries, responsable des programmes de l'organ¡sation
non gouvernementale (oNG) néerlandaise PAX en lrak, a dit que
toute paftition était susceptible d'accroître la vulnérabilité des mino-
rités irakiennes et elle a appelé la communauté internationale à <<

prêter attention >> aux politiques locales qui, a-t-elle ajouté, font <
part¡e de jeux de pouvoir plus larges pour les territoires et l'influence

<< Pendant de longues années, les pol¡tiques identita¡res ont été
utilisées pour manipuler les petites minorités qui vivent dans la plaine
de Ninive- un terr¡toire disputé par le GRK et le gouvernement cen-
tral irakien >>, a-t-elle dit, avant d'ajouter que son organisation ava¡t
reçu de nombreux rapports émanant de shabaks, de yézidis et de
chrétiens qu¡ indiquaient subir des pressions pour prendre partir pour
l'un ou l'autre des deux camps et qui, pour ceÉains d'entre eux, ont
été contraints de choisir un camp pour bénéficier d'une protection,

<< La crise actuelle accentue les pressions sur les minorités pour
qu'elles choisissent un camp et les tentatives pour manipuler leur
identité se multiplient >.

DDO

17 juillet 2014

S¡'rie: les
aimposent

Kurdes
la conscription

morts dans les deux camps. Des
centaines de Kurdes de T\rrquie
sont arrivés en renfort en Syrie
pour participer aux combats, ont
indiqué des militants.

<L'État islamique renforce ses

positions autour de nous et il y a
des affrontements>, a déclaré le
journaliste kurde Barzan Isso, qui
se trouve dans la région de Kobani.

Juan Mohammed, un porte-
parole de la ville kurde de

Qamishli, a indiqué que le terri-
toire administratif de Jazira - le
plus peuplé de la région kurde -
avait adopté la conscription cette
semaine. Tous les jeunes hommes
de la région sont appelés à accom-
plir leur devoir d'<auto-défense>
pendant six mois.

M. Isso a précisé à l'Associated
Press qu'en vertu de la nouvelle
loi, toutes les familles devront
envoyer au moins un de leurs
hommes âges de r8 à 3o ans faire
son service militaire. Après six
mois d'entraînement, les conscrits
pourront décider s'ils veulent être
envoyes sur les lignes de front.

Les Kurdes, qui representent
10 pour cent de la population
sy'rienne d'avant-guerre, consti-
tuent la plus importante minorité
ethnique de Syrie. o

Par Bassem Mroué
The Assocíated Press
17 juillet 2014

IIEYROUTH - tes Kurdes de
.fDsyti" ont imposé le service
militaire obligatoire aux jeunes
hommes de la communauté, dans
une tentative de freiner l'avancée
des extrémistes islamistes dans la
région du nord du pays où ils
vivent, ont indiqué des responsa-
bles kurdes jeudi.

Cette décision illustre la
crainte des Kurdes face à I'offen-
sive des jihadistes de l'État isla-
mique, qui pourrait renverser les
gains faits par cette minorité eth-
nique depuis le début de la guerre
en Syrie, en 2011.

Les Kurdes, une communauté
longtemps ostracisée en Syrie, ont
obtenu des victoires sans precé-
dent en trois ans, établissant un
territoire semi-autonome dans le
nord alors que les forces gouverne-
mentales syriennes abandon-

naient la région pour se concentrer
sur la défense de la capitale,
Damas.

En novembre, les Kurdes
syriens ont établi leur propre gou-
vernement dans la zone qu'ils
contrôlent, maintenant divisée en
trois régions administratives:
Afrin, Kobani et Jazira.

Les combattants kurdes des

Unités de protection populaire ont
réussi à repousser les islamistes
d'une série de villes et ont pris le
contrôle de certains territoires le
long des frontières avec ìa T\rrquie
et l'Irak.

Mais les choses ont changé en
juillet, quand les extrémistes de
l'État islamique se sont empares
de territoires de part et d'autre de
la frontière entre la Syrie et l'Irak,
où ils ont proclamé l'établissement
d'un califat islamique. Les isla-
mistes, munis d'armes sophisti-
quées saisies aux forces ira-
kiennes, ont récemment lancé une
offensive sur la région kurde de
Kobani et ont pris le contrôle de
plusieurs villages.

Les combats entre Kurdes et
jihadistes, qui ont commencé le z
juillet, ont fait des dizaines de
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EDUARD GISMATT'LLüT
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ERBIL, Kurdlstan -- As modern kaq col-
lapses, tlre northern region of Kurdistan is
ernerging as an oasis ofrelative calm --
with plenty of oil to support its political
arrbition s for independence.
With the adva¡rce of Islamist rebels deep
into Iraq, autonomous Kurdistan is increa-
singly rejecting Baghdad's claims over its
oil. Last week Kurdish leader Massoud
Barzæú seized control of fields near
Kirkuk, in tl:e latest move by Kurdistan to
assert control over ttre region's oil.

"Kurdistan has resources and it's well
organiz,ed.," said Brian Gallagher, an oil
analyst at Investec Plc in l¡ndon, who fol-
lows several explorers working in tJ:e
region. "The Kurds are probably winners
out of tlle recent events long-term."
And the sa¡ne holds true for the oil compa-
nies that have invested tlere. Since the
U.S. invasion of Iraq more than a decade
ago, western drillers have beaten a path to
Kurdistan, a mountainous region that's
been less explored than the oil heartlands
in the country's southern deserts. First
came small companies willing to take a
gamble, then giants like E:a<on Mobil Corp.
a¡rd Chewon Corp. followed. Kurdistan
now hosts more than 2O foreign companies
e>çloring for oil and gas, according to the
regional government's website.
Independence Vote
The region has enormous oil-production
potential. The Kurdish government esti-
mates untapped resources may total 45

Bbbl, more than all remaining reserves in
the U.S. And output is ìncreasing quickly
after a pipeline linking Kurdistan directly
with Tlrrkey opened in May.

Barzani's administ¡ation, which has promi-
sed a vote on independence from the rest
of lraq, says ouq)ut may jump from
400,000 bpd in 2OL4 to I MMbpd next
year, and twice that much by 2019.
Ex¡rlorers in Kurdistan havent faced the
same risks as those drilling in the more
volatile south of the country. The region is
protected by the Peshmerga, 

^ 
well-armed

military force that emerged from Kurdish
resistance to Saddam Hussein's regime,
limifi¡g the bombings and sectaria¡r vio-
lence that have scarred other parts oflraq
since the U.S. invasion.
As Islarnist militants grabbed control of
large swathes of tJre country from lraqi
Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki's govern-
ment in Baghdad over the past two
months, tJre Peshmerga has defended
Kurdistan's borders and asserted control of
disputed areas. On July 1 1, they took
control of the Kirkuk and Bai Hassan oil
fields from Iraq's state-run North Oil Co.,
the Kurdistr government said.

A Kurdish government official didn't res-
pond to email a¡rd phone requests for com-
ment.

'Safe Place'
"As of today Kurdistan remains a safe
place to operate a¡rd we have maintained
all our activities," Emmanuel de Guillebon,
a managing director for Total SA in Iraq,
said in a phone interview. Total, France's
largest oil company, plans to drill at least
two wells at its operated blocks in
Kurdista¡r through next year and is apprai-
sing local frelds with partners Marathon Oil
Corp. and Oil Sea¡ch Ltd., de Guillebon

said.
Mol Nyrt., a Budapest-based oil ex¡rlorer
ttrat's been working in Kurdistan since
2OO7, satd it's conhdent enough to have
opened a headquarters for its Middle East
and Africa operations in tle Kurdish capi-
tal, Erbil.
'We dont expect any changes in our opera-
tions and in our fruitful relationship with
Kurdistan regional government," said
Szabolcs Ferencz, Mol's senior V.P. for cor-
porate affairs. oKurdistan already enjoys
significant autonomy within Iraq and has
its own securitJ¡ forces, police and minis-
tries.'
lurHsh Pipeline
While the region has enjoyed a large degree
of autonomy, the federal government in
Baghdad, responsible under tlte Iraqi
constitution for managing oil shipments
and revenues, had blocked Kurdistan from
exporting oil on its own.

Barzani's administration broke that arran-
gement when tJle pipeline to Thrkey star-
ted flowing in May, loading a tanker at tJ:e
Ttrrkish port of Ceyhan on tJ:e
Mediterranean and banking the cash.
While the central lraqi government dispu-
ted the legality of that sale, exports are
continuing and more ships have loaded
Kurdish oil. In a judgment last month, the
Iraqi supreme court denied a request by
the Baghdad government to prevent
Kurdistan from ex¡rorting oil directly.
Genel Energi Plc, a london-based com-
pany headed by former BP CEO Tony
Hayward and the þiggest oil producer in
tJre region, saw its output jump by about a
thtd in June to 84,000 bpd because of the
new pipeline. It supplements crude loaded
onto trucks and consumed locally or ship-
ped across the Turkish border by road.

Escalating Dispute
'The Kurdish Regional Government has
sold the first cargo of oil exported through
the pipeline," Genel said in a staterrent to
Bloomberg. "We expect this process to bed
down and to see oil continuing to flow
through the pipeline, tankers being loaded
and money received."

The Kurdish government escalated its dis-
pute with Baghdad this week, issuing a
legal notice saying under current ci¡cums-
tances the Iraqi constitution gave it the
right to manage its own crude sales. That's
because the federal government has failed
to distribute oil revenue in tJre proportions
agreed.

The story of E:oron in lraq since the U.S.
invasion in 2003 shows the the growing
strength of Kurdistan versus the rest of the
country. In 2011, Eroton switched the
focus ofits Iraq operations from contracts
to renovate giant ñelds in the south to
exploring for new deposits in Kurdistan, a
move that angered al-Maliki's government.
The Irving, Texas-based company said in
May drilling operations a¡e under way in
two blocks in the region.

Kurdistan "will be a bit more stable than
the south ar¡d has the ability to monetize
its own resources base,n said Sanjeev Bahl,
an analyst at Numis Securities Ltd. in
l¡ndon. Oil companies working there "will
reap rewards," he said. o

Kurdish oil grab fuels
índependence dream
as lraq unravels

lraq's Oil Fields and Pipelines
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OIL FIETDS

PIPELINES
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Iraqi Kurdistan starts oil pumping
from Kirkuk -Iraqi ofEcial

Ju.ly 17, zor4 By Rania El Gamal (Reuters) -

IRAQ'S AUTONOMOUS Kurdish region has begun to pump oil
fron Kirkuk fields previously conholled by lraq's central
government into the pipeline system that runs in its own terri-
tory, a senior lraqi oil ofEcial said on Thursday.
Kirkuk lies on the disputed boundary between the northern Kurdish
region and the rest of Iraq and is at the heart of a long-running dispute
between Baghdad and Arbil, the Kurdish regional capital, over territory
and natural resources.

Kurdish forces took control of production facilities at the Kirkuk and Bai
Hassan northern fields on July rr, exploiting a power vacuum created by
an Iraqi militarywithdrawal in the face of an Islamist insurgent offensive.

The Iraqi official told Reuters by telephone from Baghdad the Kurdish
region had started to pump crude from one ofthe Kirkuk domes to the
Khurmala dome, out of which the Kurdish pipeline runs, using an exis-
ting connection.
"They are using a pipeline which was originally used to send crude from
(Kurdistan), but they have now reversed it (to use it by the Kurdish
region)," the official said, estimating the quantity at around 2o,ooo-
z5,ooo barrels of oil per day.

The Kurdish Ministry of Natural Resources could not imrnediately be rea-
ched for comment.

Kirkuk's Baba and Avana
geological formations were
previously administered by
Baghdad before the July rr
takeover. The Kirkuk
region's third formation,
Khurmala, has long been
under the control of the
Kurdistan Regional

Kurdistan.

The Kirkuk and Bai Hassan oilfields have a combined production capacity
of 45o,ooo bpd but have not been producing significant volumes since
March, when Iraq's Kirkuk-Ceyhan export pipeline was sabotaged by
Islamist militants.

Last year, Baghdad signed a deal for BP BP.L to revive the Kirkuk oilfield,
a plan that the KRG has rejected as illegal. o

19 July 2014
'Jþo.¡or..*o

Kurd¡sh ind
arzanl:
pendence

Saddam Hussein - to find out whether we are
truly witnessing the start of the break-up of
lraq. Masoud Bazan¡ talks to Al Jazeera about
autonomy, the current state of lraq and the
Kurds' role in the country.

"ln the last ten years we tried hard with our
Shiite and Sunni partners to establish a new
pluralistic and democratic federal lraq. But
unfortunately ¡t was an unsuccessful attempt.
We can say lraq is now partitioned, but we are
not responsible for th¡s. We saw setbacks in
the implementation of the constitut¡on and
agreements that Kurds reached with other par-

The Kurils øre tired of
this exhausting situ øtion
in lrøq. Change is therc-

fore ø must in lrøq. We
utill no longer øccept
other people deciding our
fate. We will be the ones
deciiling out ou)n future.

Masoud Barzaní, the president of the
Iraqi Kurdistan region

ties, part¡cularly the rulers ¡n Baghdad. lt is
also difücult for us to keep waiting for an uncer-
tain future, waiting in vain for implementation
of the const¡tution and our rights. Kurds have
no choice but to think of another path, toward
self-determination."

+++

Masoud B
e

The president of the lraqi Kurdistan region discusses the future of the nation
and how change ¡s a must for lraq.

Talk to Al Jazeera
l9 Jul 2014
www.a ljazeera.com

M ;ï l' l' ".?i'i t';. lifi :if:l:'J" i,:
lation of five million Kurds.

lraq's Sunni heartland is currently in the
grip of fighters from the self-declared lslamic
State and other Sunni groups. The mainly Shia
lraqi army who initially fled from the advanc¡ng
fighters are struggling to contain them.

The terrified survivors of this battle for
control in lraq are moving in their tens of thou-
sands to find sanctuary where they can. The
government ¡n Baghdad is dithering and lraq is
rupturing.

The Sunni - Shia divide is deepening and
there ¡s ¡ncreasing talk of part¡tion, of an lraq
torn into separate tenitories for each group.
Sunnis in one part of the country, the Shia in
another and the Kurds in yet another.

Seizing the moment, the Kurds have
announced their intention to go it alone. They
have already got some autonomy and their
own regional govemment with power to decide
some matters for themselves. But they want
complete control noq especially over their oil

reserves. And while other parts of the country
bum, they have qu¡etly taken over more oil
lìelds that had been in dispute, and claimed
them for themselves.

We asked Bazani if Kurdish indepen-
dence is soon to be a reality.

"Kurd¡sh independence is not a new top¡c.
Self-determination is the natural right of every
nalion and country. The Kurdish nation has this
right like every other nation in the world. This
process has now begun; it is now with the
regional parliament and it is proceeding."

Al Jazeera's Martine Denn¡s travelled to
Erbil, the capital of the Kurds semi-autono-
mous region in the north of the country - where
they have prospered since the removal of

67



Reaue de Presse-Press Reaiew-Berheaokn Çapê-Riaista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti
19 July 2Ol4

lraq's
Presiilent lalnl
Tøløbani
rctutned to his
hometown of
Slêmanî on
Søturilay, IuIy
79,2074,

Kurds Welcome Home President Tâlabani,
Hope for Greater Political Unity

rudaw.net
79 july 20ta

Cr ULAIMANI. Kurdistan
ÐRegion-A year and a half after
he was flown to a hospital in
Germany for a stroke he suffered in
2012, Iraq's President Jalal Talabani
returned to his hometown of
Sulaimani on Saturday.

Talabani, 81, was received by
only a small circle of his immediate
family members, among them his
wife Hero Ibrahim Ahmed, and his
son Qubad Talabani.

"That is what my father wan-
ted," said Qubad.

Talabani is also the secr€tary
general of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK).

The speaker of Kurdistan's par-

liament, Yousif Muhammad, descri-
bed Talabani as "an experienced
politician and revolutionary who has
played a rcle in bringing close toge-
ther Iraq's different political
groups."

"Talabani has come home at a

time that Iraq and the Kurdistan
Region is witnessing a new stage
and a new ho¡izon has emerged for
our people," Muhammad said in a
statement.

In Talabani's absence as presi-
dent, Iraq has undergone a series of
political crisis. Relations between
Baghdad and Erbil have deterior¿ted

over energy and budget disputes and
great parts of the country are now
under the control of the militant
Islamic State (lS).

Upon his return however,
Talabani would have inner party
issues to address, among them fina-
lizing a PUK candidate for lraq's
presidency.

Cunently. there are three main
candidates for the post who are
Barham Salih, Najmaldin Karim
and Fuad Massoum.

Salih, former Kurdistan prime
minister and Talabani's own deputy,
is a strong candidate to fìll the posi-
tion of Iraq's presidency that is allo-
cated to the Kurds according to a

political agreement among the
Shiites, Sunnis and the Kurds.

¡ln Saturday he expressed his joy
\:fat Talabani's return in a tweet:
"Welcome home President Talabani.
You have been sorely missed! Really
joyful day in midst of all the mayhem
in lraq."

Kurdistan Region Prime
Minister Nechirvan Barzani said
that "Talabani has played an impor-
tant role in the political and revolu-
tionary life of Kurdistan and Iraq
and in the most difficult days he has

shown resilience and defended the
rights of his people."

Meanwhile, in the past two
months the Kurdistan Region has

entered a new political reality with

the takeover of Kirkuk and all for-
mer disputed tenitories in Diyala
and Nineveh provinces last month.

For his part, Kurdish President
Massoud Barzani has asked the par-

liament to set a date and prepare to
conduct a referendum on self-deter-
mination and possible separation
fiom lraq.

Talabani's support for Erbil is

vital and this has been pointed out in
most official stratements made on his
return.

f)resident Baoani said in a mes-

I sage on Saturday. "His return will
certainly will le¿d to strengthening
the unity and brotherhood of the
Kurdistan parties,"

Talabani is credited with kee-
ping Iraq's Shiite and Sunni leaders

on the negotiating table, even during
the country's violent sectarian war.

It is unlikely, as senior PUK lea-
der Adnan Mufti pointed out, for
Talabani to engage in politics with
his past vigor. But members of his
party and others hope that he can
contribute to resolve some political
disagreements.

"I welcome the return of my life
long friend Mam Jalal, his pr€sence
was missed as he was essential to
the stability of #lraq & #Kundistan,"
wrote veteran Kurdish politician
Mahmoud Othman in a tweet.

Talabani's motorcade drove
fiom the Sulaimani airport to his
residence in Dabashan, where mem-
bers of the PUK political bureau are
expected to visit him. D

7.0 juilleJ2014

lrak le labani de
retour dans rd du gouffre

I e président irakien Jalal Talabani est de
l-retour dans son pays après plus d'un an et
demi d'absence. Le chef de l'Etat était hospi-
talisé en Allemagne après une attaque céré-
brale fin 2O12. Le leader kurde revient dans
un pays en proie au chaos, avec une crise
politique au sommet de I'Etat et une grande
partie du territoire aux mains de l'Etat isla-
mique.

Asa descente d'avion, à Souteymanieh, son fief
du Kurdistan irakien, l'homme a été accueitti
comme un héros. Au Kurdistan, Jatat Tatabani
jouit d'une tégitimité historique et d'une popu-
larité sans pareille, lui, I'ancien militant,
ennemi juré de Saddam Hussein.

It est rentré en lrak par te Kurdistan, une
région autonome depuis 20 ans et qui, depuis
ta débâcte de l'armée irakienne face aux insur-

gés sunnites en juin dernier, songe sérieuse-
ment à I'indépendance. Cette indépendance
pour laquette a ptaidé son rival Massoud
Bazani, président du gouvernement autonome
et du Parti démocratique du Kurdistan, [e PDK.

Mais pour [e revenant Talabani, chef de I'autre
grand parti kurde, I'UPK (Union patriotique du
Kurdistan), it faut ptutôt davantage de décen-
tralisation. Son discours est cetui d'un chef
d'Etat qui veut préserver t'unité de t'lrak.

Qui pour lui succéder?

Dans son camp, celui des Kurdes, où seton la
Constitution, te président de t'lrak est choisi,
aucune personnalité ne s'impose pour le rem-
placer. A Bagdad, le Premier ministre Nouri a[-
Maliki, chiite, s'accroche au pouvoir malgré un
bitan potitique et militaire désastreux.

Jatal Talabani parviendra-t-il avec son art
consommé du compromis à réunir toutes les
parties ? S'il ne peut lui-même, pour des rai-
sons de santé, se représenter, cet octogénaire
charismatique a favantage de s'entendre avec
tout [e monde : Kurdes, sunnites et chiites.

Acteur incontournable, historiquement proche
de I'lran, il s'entend aussi bien avec les
monarchies du Gotfe. Mais son absence d'un
an et demi et son état de santé fragite seront
probablement des obstacles de tailte dans sa
mission. tr

20 juillet 2014
www.rfi.fr
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Top Kurdish
security ofEcial
warns West of
Iraq blowback

"ISIS now has a lot of modern
military equipment in their
possession, and to fight
against them I think the pesh-
merga have to be much better
equipped than they are,"
Barzani said. "For that, the
United States and the interna-
tional community as a whole
should feel responsible".

"We have had talks with the
United States, with some of
the European countries, but
no practical steps have been
taken to provide assistance to
the KRG (Kurdistan Regional
Government), especially on
the military front".

"GREATCONCERN"
Barzani put the number of
Islamic State militants who

Masrour Barzani, head of
Kurdistan region's National
Security Council, speaks during
an interview with Reuters in
Erbil, in lraq's Kurdistan region,
l:uly 19,2014. Photo: Reuters o

ARBIL lraq July 2o,2ot4
By Isabel Coles and Ned ParkedReuters)

\IVESTERN COUNIT'IES will end up fighting insurgents who
have overrun large parts ofIraq on their own doorstep unless
they intervene to oombat the threat at its source, a senior
Kurdish security official said in an interview.
Masrour Barzani, head of the Kurdish region's National Security Council,
said he doubted Iraq's army would be able to roll back militant gains
without help from outside, but that the world did not appear serious
about confronting the insurgency.

Iraq's million-strong army, trained and equipped by the United States at
a cost of around $zS billion, largely evaporated in the north after mili-
tants from the Islamic State overran the city of Mosul last month.

From there, they went on to seize most Sunni majority a¡eas with little
resistance, putting Iraq's very surwival as a unified state in jeopardy as
politicians wrangle in Baghdad over forming a govemment.

Bar¿ani said Kurdistan, which has managed so far to insulate itself
against violence in the rest of Iraq and neighboring Syria, was the "front-
line against terrorism" in the Middle East, and that the inaction of
Western nations was at their peril.

"They have a choice: either they can come and face them here, or they can
wait for them to go back to their own countries and face terrorism on
their doorsteps," he told Reuters in an interview on Saturday.

The Kurds, who have their own armed forces known as the "peshmerga",
now share all but r5 kilometers (ro miles) of their southern border with
insurgents who have declared an Islamic caliphate across lraq and Slria.
For now, the militants are busy fighting what remains of the Iraqi army
backed by Shi'ite militias further south, but they may eventually turn to
the north, where the Kurds have expanded their territory by as much as

40 percent.

The peshmerga have already clashed with insurgents, who are now armed
with weapons seized from the Iraqi army, many of them supplied by the
United States, which has urged the Kurds to take on the Islamic State, for-
merly known as ISIL or ISIS.

took over Mosul on June to at fewer than z,ooo, but said new recruits,
fighters from Syria and capitulation of other armed factions had increa-
sed that to as many as 12,ooo. Another estimate by a security official in
Baghdad puts the size of IS at more than 2o,ooo after the fall of Mosul.
But there is no way to independently veriff the numbers.

Many tribal and insurgent groups have made common cause with the
Islamic State to fight against Shi'ite Islamist Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki, but there are tensions within their ranks that have already led to
infighting.

Assessing the strength of those groups relative to the Islamic State (IS),
Barzani said they were "much weaker". He suggested the KRG would be
prepared to work with "moderate" tribes and forces protecting their own
areas from IS.

Iraqi Kurdistan has cultivated an image of relative stability in a turbulent
neighborhood, although a bombing of the headquarters of the security
services in the regional capital Arbil last September showed the region
remained a target.

Barzani said Kurdish security services had managed to thwart "quite a

few" attacks since then, and that the influx of hundreds of thousands of
Iraqis displaced from other parts of the country into Kurdistan posed an
added challenge.

"It makes the job of our security forces much more difücult to try to keep
an eye and monitor the situation," Barzani said. "We are trying our best
to make sure there are no sleeper cells activated" o

Turquie t
I 8 morts dans des accrochages

l'armée et les rebellesentre
french.xi nh ua net.com
ANKAÍIA, 22 juillet 2O14 (Xinhua)

Au mo¡ns huit personnes, dont deux soldats turcs,
ont été tuées au cours d'accrochages entre les forces
gouvernementales turques et les rebelles kurdes dans
les régions frontalières adjacentes à la Syrie, a annoncé
I'armée mardi.

Plus tôt, un responsable local a fa¡t savoir que trois gardes-
frontières avaient été blessés, dont deux ont succombé plus
tard, après qu'ils eurent été attaqués par 15 hommes qu¡ ten-
taient de s'infiltrer en Turquie de Syrie, selon un communiqué
de l'état-major général turc.

L'armée turque a envoyé des renforts aux postes frontières,

et au moins six activistes ont été tués lors de I'affrontement.
Ces activistes étaient soupçonnés d'être des membres du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, rébellion) ou de sa branche,
le Parti de I'Union démocratique (PYD) basée en Syrie, selon le
communrqué.

Jusqu'ici, n¡ le PKK ni le PYD n'a encore confirmé avoir
essuyé des peÉes dans ses rangs.

Au cours des tro¡s dernières décennies, la violence liée à
l'insurrection du PKK a fait plus de 40,000 morts en Turquie. Le
dernier affrontement est considéré comme la flambée de vio-
lence la plus remarquable depu¡s que les combattants kurdes
ont déclaré un cessez-le-feu I'année dernière. D
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n Al-lvlal¡k¡ se venge sur
lessunnitesde Bagdad"

ueÉR¡rrox MERcREDT ró JU TLLET 2ot4 ce solt lors de ilescettes dons les maísotrs,
ou ò. des barmges dons les rues, phtsiørs
dímines de prsonnes du qrmrtier. ont été
aùaÉes depuís b fmiuín r, affirme Abou
Riham. Ilex-officier cite deux de ses
voisins, deux frères, partis acheter une
voiture etJamais revenus. Leurs corps
ont été retrour¡és quatre Jours plus tard
dans le quartier chiite volsin de
Chouala, une balle dans la nuque.
Un entrepreneur a eu plus de chance.
Enlevé début Juiller, il a éré libéré au
bout d'une semeine, après avoir payé
40 000 dollars. LÌimam rl'une mosquée
d'Azamþ a, lui, été tabassé pendant
quatre jours avant d'être relâché. Il se
terre depuis dans samosquée et refuse
de parler de peur des représaÍlles.

oncxloÉgS. R¡ou Rlham ne sprt plw
guère de son quartier. Il observe les ha-
bitants,les plus Jeunes et les plus riches
s'eniler en Jordanie ou en Tltrquie, oh ils
espèrent obtenir le statut de réfugiés
avant de tenter de rcjoindre fEurope ou
les Etats-Unis. Les autres limitent au
maximum leurs déplacements et rte h?-
versent plw les quartiers chütes. <<Dès

lanuit tombée, plus personne ne quitte
mërne sa mnisoit>>, ajoute-t-il. Dans son
joli salon décoré d'orcl¡ldées et de tables
basses en fer forgé, I'anclen mllltalrre se
dit fu¡ieux contre le gouvernement ira-
kien et le <cercleyíciewc>> qui se dessine.
< Al-Maliki se ûompe de cible. ll s latta-
qrrc, wec sesmlllcians etsesþrces de sé-
curié, ù des slu.trøtltes Etircvanlant qrcla
nwtqillité, juste parce qÌíl est hcapable
de combatne les.¡ihadistes. 11 se venge
contte nous maß il a tort, íl ne Jaít que se
créq de nouleouc ennentis, >>

Dans un Irak en passe d'lmploser, le
détonateur pourrait être une avancée
des jihadistes de I'Etat lslamique vers
Bagdad. Ils ne sont plus qu'à une qua-
rantaine de kllomètres et menacent de
progresser vers le qua¡tier de Doura, au
2d. [,es autorités affirmentqu'ils rece-
vront alors-le soutien de <celhies dor-
montes), qui compteralent 2500 mem-
bres dans Ia capitale et sa banlieue. .<Il
y en avait bian ò, Mossottl; p€/.nquai, n'y en
aumit-llpas ùBagdad?Binsûr qt ily
ør clconfirme un ancien haut grade de
la police fédérale. Maß ce ne sontpas
que de s comb altant s de l' ETnt islamíErc.
k sont $trtour d'ancíensmílitaírw qtine
veulent pæ d' un calilat maß qui ne ntp -
portent plus d' êne marginalises et lwrce -
lés parce qu'lls sont sunnites. >>

Calmement, sans hésiter, Abou Riham
dit que lui aussi est prêt à prendre les
armes: oSíles jihadßtes attsque^t, ou
même s'ils 7e tont que des íncursions ù
Bogalnd, Ies mffiæs et bs lorces ile séøtríté
wnt se déclatnq conùvles quartiøs nm-
nites at rcpésaíIles. Il fauùa se déføúte,
þ ne les løríssauiry møsscßrer ma føntille
sørs úogir. Ce ma urc qtestíon de vie ou
demort.rr<,

Alors que les Jihadistes
de I'Etat islamique menacent
la capitale inkienne,
le5 miliciens chütes,
encourages par le pouvoir,
font régner la terreur àcoups
d'enlèvement
et d'assassinats.

Par LUC MÀTl{lEU
Envoyé spécidl à Bagdad

I
rée à un carrefour de Doura, un quartier
du sud de Bagdad. Sa trace se

perd là, entre une échoppe t
de vêtements de sport et une
épicerie aux étals de tomates et de con-
combres, à moins de 500 mètres dela
maison familiale. Son père a épuisé tous
lesrecours, toutes les demandes. Il a fait

le tour des barrages policiers et miltai'
res du Quartier, il a posé des questions
au commissariat, à la caserne, il a visité
morgues et hôpitaux. Il amême été jus-
qu'à I'aéroport de Bagdad, où il avait

entendu dire qu'ily avaltune prison se.

crète. <<Mcís ça n'qriqldomé, rím. Par-
tout, on m' o rép ondu qu' Ahmeil n' était

paslò.r, Les seules informa-
tions qu'il a obtenues éma-
nent de deux voisins. I-Ìun

dit avoir vu ce soir-là des hommes en
civil sortir dlune voiture èt enlever un
jeune homme. Un autre a affirmé qu'il
y avait en faÍt deux voitures, dont I'une

de la police. <tr /Iaß íls n' f'tt pas vmimmt
reconnu mon fils , ils ne sont pos strs. >>

Iæ père d'Ahmed le dit comme s'il refu -
sait d'y croire. Il ne veut pas admettre
ce que ses voisins ont comprls dès la

nuit du 19 iuin: son fils a été enlevé par

une milice chäle. <<lenesaßpas, jene
scis pds>,, répète-t-il. Il réfléchit à

haute voix, tente de se rassurer en affir-
mant que les milices veulent le plus
souvent de I'argent' et qu'il n'en a pas.

II est ouvrier, comme son fils' A eux
'deux, ils gagnent 600 dollars par mois
(440 euros), à peine de quoi faire viwe
la farnille de six personnes. læur maison
est en parpaings bruts, il n'y a pas de

jardin, juste une allée fermée par un
portail rouillé.
..Etlruis, les milíces, elles þnt de s rufles,
elles anêtent plusíeurs personnes m
même temps. Ce soÍr-là,, seul Ahmed a
dísparu>>, reprend-il en fixant le venti-
lateur qui vient de s'arrêter de tourner
au plafond du minuscule salon. Assis à
ses côtés, son cousin détourne la con-
versation en râlant contre les incessan-
tes coupures de courant. Une hetue plus
tard, alors que le père d'Ahmed s'est
éloigné, il dira que <<biensûr,unemíIice

est rcsptrsable de l' e¡ùàtement. Maß sor
pùe reluse tle le reconnaître, il est terrc -
rísé. C' est nonrnl, ces gaæ -lù, sont capa-
bles rle tout, ils n'ont auannellmíte.>>

BÂSSES GUVRES. Les sunnltes de Bag-
dad ont I'habitude d'avoirpeur. Depuis
la reiélection du chüte Nourl al-Mallki au
poste de Premier niinistre en 2010, ar-
restations arbitrairès et assassinats sec-
taires n'ont rien d'excepfionnel dans

, leurs quartiers. Mais iei exactlons se
sont encore aggravées avec la prlse de
Mossoul, le 10 juin, par les jihadistes
sunnites de I'Etat islamique. Face à la
débandade de ses soldats et policiers,
qui ont abandonné I'uniforme et fui de-
vant les islamistes, Al-Maliki s'est
tourné vers les milices chütes. Des di-
zaines de milliers de volontaires, la plg-
part payés 450 dollars par mois par le
gouvernernent, se sont eruôlés en moins
d'un mois. Hors de tout contrôle, hor-
mis celui de leurs chefs, ces groupes im-
posent leur loi sans rendre de comptes,
parfois en s'associant avec lapolice ou
I'armée, parfois en agissant seuls.
Comme la plupart des sunnites; Abou
Riham, un officier de 54 ans à la re-
traite, craint avant tout les membres
d'Asaib Ahl al-Haq, à qui Al-Maliki
confie ses basses æwt€s. Il les a vw pa-
rader dans les rues de son quartier
d'Azamlya, dès le 11 juin, au lendemain
de laprlse de Mossoul par les jihadistes.
<Ils sutt yemß tous leß Jours pendant une
setrnfue. IIs orivalent sumrmés ùune dí-
mine devoifittes et s'artêtaíent detnntle
t¡wsolée d'AbouH.qnifc [une figur€ his-
toriqûe sunnite, ndlr] pour chantq des
slogans ùla glote des chlltes. II afa\Iu
calmer les jannes du quartier, slnon, ça
aurait dégénéré mbaínde søng.>> De-
puis, les démôrìstrations de force ont
:essé mais les kidnappings se succè-
Jent, chaquejour, chaque nuit. <<Que
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Les Kurdes affluent en
Syrie pour repousser I'El
"C'est une bataille vitale pour les Kurdes, car s'il prend ATn

el-Arab, I'El avancera plus rapidement à I'est"

Beyrouth, l5 juillet 2014

Welayat Raqa/AFP

www.i24news.tv

l-tes centaines de combattants kurdes de
lJTurquie ont affué en Syrie ces derniers jours
pour combattre les djihadistes de I'Etat islamique
(El), qui assiègent la ville kurde d'Aïn al-Arab, a
rapporté I'Observetoire syrien des droits de
I'Homme (OSDH).

"Pas moins de 800 combattants kurdes
venus de Turqu¡e ont franchi la frontière
syrienne au cours des derniers jours pour prêter
main-forte à leurs frères à Aïn el-Arab, qui est
(...) assiégée par les djihadistes de I'E|", a expli-
qué à I'AFP RamiAbdel Rahmane, diredeur de
I'OSDH.

"Cette mobilisation a été lanée après I'ap-
pel du PKK" - le Parti des travailleurs du

Kurdistan, interdit en Turquie -, a précisé M.
Abdel Rahmane. Outre la Turquie, le PKK a des
branches en lran, en lrak et en Syrie.

"lls se préparent à un assaut éventuel de
I'Etat islamique", a poursuivi M. Abdel
Rahmane.

Selon Havidar, un militant kurde originaire
de Aïn al-Arab, "il y a eu des élébrations la nuit
dernière à Kobane (nom kurde d'Aïn al-Arab) et
les combattants tiÍaient en l'air alors qu'ils ani-
vaient" dans la ville.

Située à la frontière avec la Turquie, Ain al-
Arab/Kobane est la troisième ville kurde de
Syrie après Qamishl¡ (nord-ouest) et Afiine
(Alep).

"Les Kurdes qu¡ participeront au combat
viennent de partout: Turquie, lran, Syrie et ail-
leurs", a ajouté Havidar, préc¡sant que les
ordres étaient venus "de la direction du PKK".

Pour les jihadistes de I'El, qui cherchent à

jusqu'à I'est de l'lrak, la prise d'Aïn al-Arab per-
mettrait d'obtenir une continu¡té terr¡toriale sur
une grande partie de la fontière enhe la Syrie
et la Turquie.

"C'est une bataille vitale pour les Kurdes,
car s'il prend Aïn el-Arab, I'El avancera plus
rapidement à l'est vers les autres régions
kurdes de Syrie comme Hassaka (nordcst)", dit
M. Abdel Rahmene.

Depuis I'apparition de I'El en Syrie en 2013,
les combats font rage enke Kurdes et j¡hadistes,
les premiers défendant à tout prix leurs zones
où ils avaient instauré une sorte d'autonomie
depuis le début de la guerre en Syrie.

"C'est la première fois que les djihad¡stes
semblent avancer alors que les Kurdes subis-
sent un réel revers", selon Havidar. r

Turquie: Le candidat des Kurdes promet de
lutter contre toutes les discriminations

lstanbul, l5 juillet 2014 (AFP)

LE CANDIDAT des Kurdes à l'élection présídentielle d'août en Tuquie,
Selahattin Demiilas, s'est engagé à lutter contrc toutes les discriminations
appelant à "une nouvelle vie" apÈs pÈs 12 ans de Ègne islamoconserva-
teur, défiant ainsi son rival le Prcmier ministrc Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
-Nous 

appelons à une nouvelle vie", a declaré M. Demirtas, un avocat de profes-

sion et coprésident de la principale force pro-kurde de Turquie (HDP), en lançant
officiellement à lstanbul sa campagne pour le scrutin du 10 et 24 août.

'Une nouvelle vie prendra forme lorsque nous nous élèverons contre les discrim-
inations ethniques, religieuses, sociales et sexuelles', a dit M. Demirtas qui

espère être présent au deuxième tour æntre M. Erdogan, crédité de 51 à 55%
dæ suffrages dès le premier tour.

"Si la liberté veut dire danser au clair de lune, dansons tous ensemble pour une
nouvelle vie", a insisté M. Demirtæ, 41 ans, promettant de renforcer les droits des
femmes et des homosexuels, affichant sa nette différence par rapport à l'attitude
jugée "autoritaire' de M. Erdogan, critiqué pour ses interventions dans la sphère
privée des Turcs.

'L'idée que I'on n'atteindra pas le deuxième tour est complétement fausse', a dit

M. Demirtas auquel les
sondages accordent moins de
100/o des votes.

M. Erdogan, 60 ans, dont le
Parti de la justice et du

développement (AKP) est au
pouvoir depuis 2002, a æcru
considérablement læ droits de
la minorité kurde (environ 15

millions sur 76 millions d'habi-
tants) et compte sur son sou-
tien pour l'emporter dès le pr+
mier tour de vote.

Dans une ultime manoeuvre pour s'attirer les voix des Kurdes, le chef du gou-

vernement a fait déposer la semaine dernière au parlement un paquet de
réformes démocratiques.

Le principal rival de M. Erdogan est le candidat de I'opposition, Ekmeleddin
lhsanoglu, 70 ans, un intellectuel musulman aux idées progressistes et qui est I'

ancien chef de l'Organisation de la coopération islamique (OCl). o

d Les Kurdes irakiens pompent du brut d'un champ
de pétrole disputé (responsable pétrolier)

Kirkouk (lnk), 17 juillet 20f 4 (AFP)

LA RÉGþN autonome du Kudistan inkien a commencé þudi à pomper
20.000 badls du brut à titrc experimental d'un champ de ¡Étrcle disputé
dont elle s'est empaÉe il y a une semaine dans la province de Kiftouk
(nod), a annoncé un rcsponsable fÉtrclier.
C'est la première fois que læ Kurdæ pompent du pétrole du champ de Bai

Hassan, situé à 55 km au nordouest de la ville de Kirkouk qui avait une capac-

ité de 190.000 barils par jour, a indiqué à I'AFP un ræponsable de la compagnie
du pétrole du Nord.

Les Kurdes avaient annoncé le 11 juillet avoir pris le contrôle de deux champs de
pétrole disputés dans la région de Kirkouk, provoquant la colère des autorités
centrales de Bagdad,

ll s'agit des champs de pétrole des zones de Bai Hassan et de la zone de
Makhmour Selon Erbil, la production des nouveaux champs sous contrôle kurde
va servir d'abord à faire fæe à la pénurie de produits raffinés sur +
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+ le marché intérieur.

Les Kurdes, qui se sont déjà emparés il y a un mois de la ville disputee de Kirkouk
à la faveur de la crise provoquée par l'offensive fulgurante des insurgás sunnites,
ont expliqué avoir pris cette initiative en réaction à la volonté du ministère du

Pétrole de saboter un olárduc de la zone.

Leur initiative marque une nouvelle escalade dans les tensions entre Erbil et

Bagdad, qui ont conlribué au retard pris dans la formation d'un gouvernement.

Les autorités kurdes ont demandé le 10 juillet au Premier ministre Nouri al-Maliki
de quitter le pouvoir, le qualifiant d'"hystérique" après ses declarations æcusant
la province autonome d'être le quartier général des insurgés. o

LIÌ DIIVOTR l1 juillet 2014

Les Kurdes réclament
le départ d'Al-Mal¡k¡

Le premiet ministrc irukien Nouri øl-
MaIiki

11 juillet 2014 | Prashant Rao
Agence France Presse à Bagdad
www.ledevoir.com

I es autorités kurdes irakiennes ont
Ldemandé jeudi au premier ministre
Nouri al-Maliki de quitter le pouvoir, le
qualifiant d'<hystérique> après ses déclara-
tions accusant la province autonome d'être
le quartier général des jihadistes à la tête
de la vaste offensive qui ravage le pays.

Cette nouvelle attaque s'ajoute à la longue
liste de critiques contre M. Maliki, un chiite
au pouvoir depuis 2006, accusé notam-
ment d'avoir mené une politique confes-
sionnelle, marginalisé la minorité sunnite
et accaparé le pouvoir.

En déclarant qu'Erbil, la capitale du
Kurdistan irakien, était devenue un (quar-
tier général pour l'État islamique [El]>, le
premier min¡stre s'est assuré la colère des
Kurdes, déjà en froid avec Bagdad sur bon
nombre de sujets.

M. Maliki <est devenu hystérique>, a réagi
dans un communiqué la présidence kurde
appelant le premier ministre à <s'excuser
auprès du peuple irakien et à démission-
ner)).

L'État islamique est à la tête de l'offensive
insurgée menée depuis le 9 juin. Ce groupe
s'est depuis emparé de territoires du nord
et de l'ouest de l'lrak, sur lesquels il a pro-

Le président ilu Kutilistan Møssoud
Barzøni

clamé un califat à cheval avec des zones
qu'il contrôlait déjà en Syrie, of¡ il combat à

la fois les rebelles et le régime de Bachar al-
Assad.

<Vous avez détruit le pays, et quelqu'un qui
a détruit le pays ne peut pas sauver le pays
des crises>, accusent les autorités kurdes
dans leur communiqué, alors que l'lrak est
plongé dans une impasse politique, le
Parlement issu des législatives d'avril ayant
reporté à deux reprises des sessions cru-
ciales pour former un gouvernement.

ñans son allocution télévisée hebdoma-
L,ld.¡r", M. Maliki ne s'est pas contenté
de qualifìer Erbil de base arrière jihadiste, il
a également fustigé la prise de contrôle par
les forces kurdes de plusieurs territoires
disputés et la volonté du président du
Kurdistan, Massoud Barzani, d'organiser un
référendum d'indépendance.

M. Barzani avait lancé les hostilités sur ce
sujet en affirmant que les forces kurdes ne
partiraient plus de ces zones conquises à la
faveur du retrait de l'armée face à l'avan-
cée des insurgés, notamment la ville pétro-
lifère de Kirkouk.

Éouc¡noru DÉMocRATreuE

Signe de l'inquiétude grandissante quant à

une partition du pays, les États-Unis ont fait
part de leur mécontentement à l'annonce
d'un possible référendum, et le vice-prési-
dent américain, Joe Biden, s'est entretenu
mercredi par téléphone avec M. Barzani.

Selon la Maison Blanche, les deux hommes
sont tombés d'accord sur la nécessité
<d'accélérer le processus de formation
d'un gouvernementD.

,^e processus devrait démarrer dimanche,
l-après l'échec d'une première séance
levée dans une ambiance chaotique le 1er
juillet.

Mais les ministres kurdes, laissant entre-
voir ce qui pourrait se passer au Parlement,
ont déjà annoncé qu'ils boycottaient les
réunions du Conseil des ministres, accusant
M. Maliki d'avoir <servi uniquement les
ennemis de l'lrak et les terror¡stes)).

En dépit des critiques, M. Maliki entend bri-
guer un troisième mandat, son bloc parle-
mentaire étant arrivé en tête aux législa-
tives.

AVANCÉE JIHADISTE INCONTRÔtABLÊ

Parmi la litanie des reproches faits au pre-
mier ministre figure aussi l'incapacité des
forces armées à enrayer l'avancée des jiha-
distes et à reprendre le contrôle des zones
perdues.

Après la débandade mil¡taire des premiers
jours, et malgré l'aide des États-Unis, de la

Russie et de milices chiites, l'armée ira-
kienne n'a toujours pas enregistré de réels
succès.

¡ es opérations lancées il y a plus de 10
Ljours pour tenter de reprendre Tikrit, fief
de l'ancien dictateur Saddam Hussein, sont
au point mort et les forces irakiennes n'ont
même pas envisagé de contre-offensive sur
Mossoul, la seconde ville du pays, et la pre-
mière à être tombée aux mains des insur-
gés.

À Fallouja, une ville tenue depuis janvier
par des insurgés à 60 km à l'ouest de
Bagdad, un avion Sukholl du même type
que ceux récemment livrés par la Russie, a
bombardé mercredi un marché, tuant 8
personnes et en blessant 35, selon un
médecin de la ville, et d'autres raids
aériens ont fait 12 blessés dont cinq
enfants jeudi.

L'offensive jihadiste qui a fait des centaines
de morts, poussé des centaines de milliers
d'lrakiens à fuir, constitue également une
menace pour les États-Unis, et ses alliés
<au Proche-Orient et en Europe)), a mis en
garde mercredi le secrétaire américain à la
Défense Chuck Hagel. D

r
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feJllontc
u"iãù,1,,,ii,ã,+ EnTurquie,vagued'arrestationscontre

< I'Etat parallèle )) de la confrérie Gtilen
Adeux semaines de l'électionprésidentielle, une centaine d'officiers de police
sont accusés d'écoutes illégales

lstanbul
iorrespondance

lstanbul
Correspondance

Depuis vendredi t8 juillet Recep
Tayyip Erdogan s'est lancé dans
une violente diatribe contre
<t I'Etot tenorÍster¡ d'IsraëI, accusé

de commettre < un génocide à cha-
que ramadan depuis 1948 ), contre
la population palestinienne. < Ils
n'ont pas de conscience, pas d'hon-
neur, pas defietté.IIs condamnent
Hitler jouretnuit maÍs surpossent
Hítler en barbanþ r, a-t-il lancé au
cours d'un meeting électoral, à
Ordu (Nord). Après les condamna-
tions de ses propos parWashing-
ton,le premierministre turc a éten-
dr¡ dimanche ses critiques aux
Etats-Unis. ( S¡ I'Améríque d,it ena-
re qu'Israël utilise son droit à I'auto-
défense, alors ctest eIIe qui est insul-
tante n, a-t-I dêclaré dimanche.

Comme en zoog au moment de
l'opération < Plomb durci >, puis à

Davos lorsqu'il avait pris à partie le
président israélien Shimon Pérès,
M, Erdogan veut tirer un profit
politique de la vague de réproba-
tion, à travers la Türquie, des opéra-
tions militaires israéliennes.

Quitte à encouragerles dérapa-
ges. Une manifestatio4 organisée

z4aoùt, qui devrait, sauf surPrise,
sacrer M.Erdogan et renforcer sa

mainmise sur Ies institu tions.
Les fonctionnaires arrêtés sont

accusés par un procureur
d'lstanbul d'avoir illégalement
écouté plus de zooo personnes,
dont le chef du gouvernement
turc, des ministres ou encore le
chef des services de renseigne-
ment, Hakan Fidan. Les proches de
M.Erdogan iustifient cette vague
d'arrestations, supervisée en haut
lien,parla <Iufte contre I'Etat paral-
lèle r qui auraitété mis enplace par
les membres de la confrérie Gtilen
au sein de la police et de la justice
turque. < CetI'tøt parallèle, cette jus-
tice parallèle est arrivée au poínt de
représenter une menace pour Ia

vendredi par des organisations isla-
mistes devant le consulat d'Israël à
Istanbul, enprésence de plusieurs
députés du parti au pouvoiret de
I'opposition, a dégénéré, aupoint
de nécessiter I'intervention de la
poìlce antiémeute. Les manifes-
tants ont attaqué la représentation
diplomatique à coups de pierres et
ont tenté de pénétrer dans le bâti-
ment. Dans la presse turqug les
propos antisémites fl eurissent.
t Que Dieu bénisse Hitler t , alancé
un éditorialiste du quotidien pro-
gouvernement al Y e ni Akit.

Menaces de reprósailles
Parmiles plus virulents figure

aussi la Fondation pour l'aide
humanitaire (lHH), l'organisation
proche du Hamas qui avait afüété
Ie navire pourbriser le blocus de
Gaza en zolo,bpération qui s'était
terminée,parlamort de dix mili-
tants turcs. Son président Bülent
Yildirim, amenacé les iuifs deT\rr-
quie de représaÍlles et appelé n les
touristes juifs r à ne pas venir en
vacances dans le pays. L'opposi-
tionkémaliste a elle aussiréclamé
une série de mesurès de rétorsion
diplomatiques contre IsraëI. ¡

GUILI.AUMT PBRnI¡n

sécurité nationale ¡, avait déclaré
M.Erdogan le zriuillet, quelques
heuies avant le coup de filet.

La confrérie Gülen, nébuleuse
islamiste influente dans Ia bureau-
cratie, les affaires, les médias et
l'éducation, et principal soutien
politique du gouvernement jus-
qu'à il y a quelques mois, est accu-
sée d'avoir téléguidé les ar¡esta-
tions cte dizaines de proches du
régime soupçonnfs de corruption,
le r7décembre zot3, et d'avoir
orchestré les affaires de corrup-
tion iusque dans l'entourage du
premierminisire,

Des <<super-juges))
La liste des suspects interpellés

cette semaine recoupe d'ailleurs
celle des officiers de police chargés
de ces enquêtes anticorruption,
enterrées depuis par une justice
reprise en main. Selon le parquet,
les policiers arrêtés appartenaient
à une mystérieuse organlsation
islamiste, < Tevhid Selam >.

Le député Idris Bal, proche de
M. Gülen, et qui a démissionné du
parti au pouvoir après les révéla-
tions, dénonce, lui, un coup mon-
té; u C'est une opératíoncontre nos

forces de police patr¡otes, qui sert à
manÍpuler I'opinion publiQue et
I'éIection présidentielle à venir. >

Pourle principal parti d'opposi-
tion, le Parti républicain du peuple

. (CHP, kémaliste), les accusations
contre < l'Etat parallèle r güléniste
sont n une opération purement
politiquer destinée à couvrir les
affafues. <t Quefait la police dans les
autres pays?, a ironisé Haluk Koç,
son porte-parole. EIIe poursuit les
voleurs. Mais en Turqule, c'est
I'ìnverse. Les voleurs poursuívent Ia
police. t

Les scandales de corruption,
révélés ces derniers mois grâce à
des écoutes de conversations télé-
phoniques publiées sur Internet,
ontmis en cause le premiermlnis-
tre, son fils Bilal, des entrepre-
neurs et des élus proches du gou-
vernement. Quatre ministres ont
été poussés à la démission,

En réaction, des milliers de poli
ciers et de magistrats ont été limo-
gés et les siteJTwitter et YouTube
ont été temporairement bloqués

en mars. Le zriuillet, M.Erdogan
aconfirrhé son intention de
nommer des < super-juges )) aux
pouvoirs élargis, chargés de
démanteler les réseaux.
gülénistes.

Pour les proches de la confrérie,
le gouvernement est lancé dans
un processus de << revanche >, < Les
pro-gouvernements décrivent les
Juspecfs comme un gang prêt à
tout pour protégeir ses intérêts, tan-
dls que les pro-GüIen les saluent
comme des héros qui ont consacré
Ieur vle à Ia lutte contre Ia corrup-
tionr, constate l'éditorialiste de
Hürriyet Özgir Korkmaz. < La vért-
té setrouve probablement entreles
deuxr, aJoute-t-il.

ctlux qui ont été imþliqués dans
ces enquêtes contre des réseaux
militaro-nationalistes (Erge-
nekon, Balyoz), contre le mouve-
ment kurde KCK, ou encore contre
des iournaltstes (Oda TV).

La confrérie Gülen avait alofs
encouragé les purges etles arresta-
tions. Les journalistes d'investiga-
tion Ahmet Sik et Nedim Sener,
mais aussi l'ex-chef de la police
Hanefi Avci, entre autres, avaient
été placés en détention après la
publication d'enquêtes sur le rôle
des gülénistes dans la police et été
accusés d'appartenir à une obscu-
re organisationterroriste. nLes cho-
ses ont changé pour certains, Ceux
qui co m plo t a i ent fo nt mai nte n ant
I'obiet d'un cqmplot. C'est pour-
quoi nous av,gns toujours défendu
un système judiciaire libéré de tou-
te tutelle politique>, a rappelé le
porte-parole du CHP Haluk Koç.t

GUII.IAUMI PTRnITR

Y e règlement de comPtes
I entre le premier ministre
L tut., neceþ tayyip Erdogan,
et les partisans de I'imam Fethul-
lah Gülen s'est déPlacé sur le ter-
rain iudiciaire. Le zziuillet, plus
d'une centaine d'officiers de poli-
ce, parmi lesquels deux anciens
responsables de l'ahtiterrorisme,
ont été arrêtés, menottés et, Pour
la plupart, Placés en détention.
Samedi z6juillet, vingt officiers
considérés comme < gülénistes rr

ont encore été arrêtés. Une
démonstration de force interve-
nant à moins de trois semaines de

l'élection présidentielle des to et

Dérapages antisémites
enTurquie
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Peshmerga to 'f¡ll in'for lraqi
disputed areas

army
n

Thc secrotery-gcneral of thc tinistry of Pcshmcrg¡, Jebb¡r Ylwar, s¡id in an intcrvicw with Al-tonitor that tho peshmor-

ga forces are mcroly t¡king dcfcnsivo positions against armcd groups and havc not so¡zod tho lraqi army' s wcapons.

Author Shaida aþAmeen
July 23,2O14
aþmonitor.com

l.lurdistan's M¡n¡slry of Peshmerga Affairs said its troops are not
f\attacking armed gíoups in lraq, bú are lust taking defensive positions.
It said the speeches of lraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki do not scare
the Kurds, and that the peshmerga forces did nol seize weapons of the
lraqi army that was flee¡ng the battlefields.

ln an exclusive interv¡ew with Al-Monitor, Peshmerga Ministry Secretary-
General Jabbar Yawar said, "The peshmerga forces are not attacking ter-
rorist groups, and are content¡ng themselves with taking defensive posi-
tions against them, as the d¡stance between us and areas where terror¡st
groups are present is 1,000 kilometers [620 m¡les] in length and more
than 500-600 kilometers [310-373 miles] in width. Thus, it is diff¡cult to
attack them within an area of hundreds of square kilometers."

ln a speech aired on lraqi media channel Al-Babiliyah on July 2, Maliki
rejected the de facto policy that emerged following the Mosul events, and
demanded that lhe Kurds remain comm¡tted to the lraqi Constitution. He
threatened to restore areas lhat the peshmerga forces have controlled
during the fall of the Sunni provinces to the lslamic State (lS), formerly
known as the lslamic State of lraq and al-Sham, or lSlS.

for his part, wh¡le attending a parliament session, Kurdistan Regional
I Government President Massoud Bazani said on July 3 that the pesh-
merga forces were present in the disputed areas before the events of
Mosul, and there were areas where the peshmerga and the lraqi army
were present. Yet there are other areas lhat the peshmerga forces have
entered to fill the security vacuum caused by the withdrawal of the lraqi
army that was present there. He noted that the peshmerga forces will not
withdraw from these areas.

ln response lo Maliki, Yawar said, "We do not feel any threat coming from
Malik¡'s speech, and we hope that he will control the deter¡orating s¡tua-
t¡on ¡n lraq. Maliki is placed in a position where he cannot threaten any
party, ne¡ther the Kurdistan region nor any neighboring country, and he
does not have the ability to implement the threat. He would better th¡nk
about conkolling the situation in Mosul, Ramadi and Salahuddin as lthink
that he does not have an army to pose a threat to anyone."

lraqi MP Hanan al-Fatlawi, a member of the State of Law Coalition,
demanded that the peshmerga forces hand over the weapons they had
seized.

Yawar repl¡ed, "We did not seize any of the lraqi army's weapons. The
lraq¡ army left them lor the terrorists after it fled and abandoned its posi-
t¡ons. Thus, terrorists have seized them. ln fact, there are no large camps
for the lraq¡ army next to us to take over their military equipment."

Qegarding the military equipment owned by lhe peshmerga forces,
I lYawar said, "We have the same weapons as the lraqi army; we have
light, med¡um and heavy weapons, with the exception of the air force
equ¡pment." He said, "We do not have any air support as the region does
not have an air force," adding, "Since the formation of the government in
lraq in 2004, we have not received any amounts that the peshmerga
forces are entitled to from the federal government, and we did not receive
any salaries, arming or training equipment, or any other equipment. There
¡s no support not only for the peshmerga forces, but also for all the secu-
rity forces in the region, compared with the equipment received by the
lraqi mililary forces."

Kurilish peshmergø ttoops moae down a street next to a ttans-
porteil tank during øn intensizte secutity ileployment øfter
cløshes with militants of the lslamic State, in falawla, Diyalø
p!..o3.!!!.9k|!!tx..!t.?!I!:..(r.!sLv..!.u..*-nvlnß:.¿........................

The State of Law Coalition led by Malík¡ had accused the Kurd¡sh forces
of controlling the disputed terr¡tories following the Mosul crisis. State of
Law Coalilion MP Mohammed al-Sayhoud said ¡n an interview with the
lraq News Netvt/ork, "Kurdish peshmerga se¡zed control over the disput-
ed territories."

Vawar pointed to the terr¡tories where the peshmerga forces were sla-
I tioned, saying, "They are stationed in these terr¡tor¡es since 2010

along with the lraqi forces, and that they did not cross them." According
to an agreement w¡lh lhe Baghdad governmenl ¡n 2010, the boundaries
of these territor¡es were agreed upon, with a þint security l¡ne between
peshmerga forces and the federal government forces. Thêy constitute
terrilories which the lederal government calls the disputed terr¡tories.

The aforementioned boundary l¡ne starts from Faysh Khabur and Sinjar
and passes through Zammar, Sheikhan, Bertla, Bashiqa and al-
Hamdan¡ya in Mosul. lt then passes through Quweir, Makhmur and
Dabike in Erbil. lt also crosses Dibs in Kirkuk and in the west of K¡rkuk,
and Taza and Tuz in Salahuddin. The line then goes thrcugh Jabara and
Qura Taba in Diyala prov¡nce, and finally heads toward Jalawla, Saadiye
and Naft Khana. "lt is ìivorth mentioning that there were series of ioint
checkpoints, jo¡nt operat¡ons and coordination centers between the pesh-
merga forces and the lraqi army oflicers," Yawar said.

"After the events of June 10, the lraqi army left its posit¡ons within the joint
l¡nes as well as in Mosul, Salahuddin and other areas," Yawar said.
"Therefore, we were forced to fill in for the lraqi army with the same pesh-
merga forces existing within this region. We did not march or move for-
ward for expansion purposes, we only strengthened tho military sites lelt
by the federal government forces."

Regarding the call made by Bazani to peshmerga veterans to join the
fighting fronts, Yawar said, "There is a regulation governing the enlistment
of peshmerga veterans to specific stations." The latter added, "We will
recruil them when we need them; they are a reserve force lhat will sup-
port troops on the front l¡ne." a

Shaida al-Ameen ¡s an edilor ol the Ahewar website, acl¡v¡st and translator- She
prcviously wo*ed as a writer and editor for lhe kaqi weekly Roj News-
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Jeffrey Young
www.voanews.com
luly2O,2O'11

KIRKUK, IRAQI KURDISTAN _
The Kurdistan regional government has sent
! its Peshmerga troops into the adjacent pro-

vince of K¡rkuk to drive out insurgents, and to
secure the area's rich oil fields. By doing this,
the regional government has added a fourth
province to the three it officially controls. The
oil also provides revenue that could make an
independent Kurdistan economically strong.
Kirkuk, in northern lraq, has fabulous oil
wealth. lt is an ethnically divided city. For years,
Kurdish, Arab and Turkmen factions fought
each other. Then, insurgents including the
lslamic State of lraq and the Levant - or lSlL -
unleased their terror.

ln June, Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)

Peshmerga troops, reputed to be some of the
toughest fighters in this region, moved into
Kirkuk to restore stability, and to protect the o¡l
beneath it.

A monument in Kirkuk, a well-head surroun-
ded by swords, is highly symbolic of both the
value of the province's oil, as well as the fight
to control it.

l-reshmersa member Mohamed Swani
l/explains"that Kirkuk's oil now belongs to
Kurds, not Baghdad, which objects to the
takeover.
"Now, this place is Kurdistan. The oil is for
Kurdistan. We must keep the oil, and the
defense of the land, for all the places in
Kurdistan."

Th¡s reporter went out with the Peshmerga on
a security patrol, to see how they keep the city

want for their hoped-for independent state.

We left the military compound and pulled out
¡nto the street, our vehicle packed with troops,
guns always at the ready.

ahe ride can be wild and bumpy, but the
I message put out by every Peshmerga patrol

is clear - order will be kept, and those who
challenge it face the barrels of many guns.
Since these Peshmerga patrols began in June,
Kirkuk has enjoyed more peace than at any
t¡me in the past decade. While this patrol
covers the city, other Peshmerga units have
been out in the province driving out lSlL and
other ¡nsurgents.

Some lraqi government troops dropped their
guns and ran when lSlL swept ¡nto lraq, but the
Peshmerga did the opposite - they engaged
lSlL, known as Dash - and drove them out.
Peshmerga Kamal Mohamed Mustapha explai-
ned.

'You know, Dash came - to try to control
Kirkuk. But when we heard about Dash trying

to do that, we came over to Kirkuk, and took
Kirkuk from them. We kicked them out of
Kirkuk now," said Mustapha.

The Kirkuk oil field and its pipeline, and oil
patch, Bai Hassan, are under Kurdish control.
Their pipelines are now rerouted to send the
oil north and on to Turkey, to the port of
Ceyhan.

¡raq's central government has angrily reacted
I to the KRG'S takeover of Kirkuk and these oil
fields. But the Kurds have made it clear that
they will not give them back to Baghdad. This
oil, as Kamal Mohamed Mustapha says, gua-
rantees the viability of an independent
Kurdistan.
"This oil is the future of Kurdistan, so if there is
no oil, there is no future," says Mustapha.

The Peshmerga say that if Baghdad wants to
take Kirkuk back by force, they are ready to
fight.

ooo

Kurdish Peshmerga Force Secures
KirkuK lts O¡l

province safe, as well as the oil the Kurds

Kurdish Peshmer ge mili-
tary þrces in Kirkuk,

Kurdistan region, Iraq.
Kurds haae a strong cul-

turøl and emotíonal
attachment to Kirkuk,

which they call "the

Kurdish l*usalem."
Kurds see it as the right-
ful and perfect capital of

an autonomous
Kurdistøn state. Photo:

VOAUídeo
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President Barzani to fran: We cannot stay inside the
sectarian extremism and mis-governance of lraq

kurdishglobe.net
2l Jaly 2014,

In a visit by Assistant
Secretary General of the National
Security Council of the Islamic
Republic of lran to Kurdistan
Region and meeting with the
Region's President Massoud
Barzani, the Kurdish President
announced that Kurds are not
going to stay inside the fire otlraq
forever.

ln a press release by the

Kurdistan Region's Presidency
Office, President Barzani met on
Tuesday 15 July, 2014, Dr. Reza

Amiri Moghaddam, Assistant
Secretary General of the National
Security Council of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and an accompa-
nying delegation in Salahhadin.

In the meeting Barzani reiterated
to the visiting delegation that
Kurdistan cannot stand the sectarian

extremism and the violations against

the constitution of Iraq.

The press release briefs the

topics discussed in the meeting bet-
ween the lranian and the Kurdish
officials.

According to the statement
Moghaddam said that bilateral ties
between Kurdistan Region and Iran
are historical and his government?s
stance towards Kurdistan Region is
clear and friendly.

<He (Moghaddam) hoped that

the irresponsible comments and the

atmosphere created in the media after
the Mosul events does not affect the

brotherhood relations between
Kurdistan Region and the Islamic
Republic of lranr> reads the press

rel ease.

Addressing the cunent security
and political situation as well as the
political process and government
formation process in lraq,
Moghaddam appreciated the role of
President Bazani in lraq's political
process, and hoped that the Ð
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Ð problems are resolved in the nea-

rest future and stability and peace is
retumed to the Iraqi people.

Responding Moghaddam,
Bazani said: "Kurdistan Region is
always supporting brotherhood and
peace between nations and groups.

" He also reiter¿ted the clear

stance of Kurdistan Region's politi-
cal leadership regarding the cunent
situations in lraq and said that the
factor behind all these issues is the
existence of the culture of unilatera-
lism and mis-governance.

Batzani explained the threats
posed by terrorists on lraq, Kurdistan
Region and the region and said that

he had warned the authorities in
Baghdad about the threats of terro-
rism in Mosul six months in advance.

However, according to Barzani,
Baghdad authorities did not take the
threats seriously, but after they lost
the city to the terrorists, they tried to
hide their mistakes by starting to
blame the Kurdistan Region.

Talking about the stance of
Kurdistan Region about the situation
in Iraq, Barzani told the Iranian dele-
gation that Kurdistan ?cannot stay
inside the conflict of sectarian extre-
mism and mis-governance of Iraq
forever. û

2l Ju,ly ?.014

Independence and oil revenue discussed in
President Barzanifs visit to Tûrkey

kurdishglobe.net
By Salih Waladbagi
2l Ju'ly 2Ol4

f, senior Kurdish delegation led
ll,by Kurdistan Regional
President Massoud Barzani paid a

visit to Tlrrkey on L4 July,2014,
aiming to discuss independence
and, the KRG?s financial crisis
and the share of Kurdish oil reve-
nue.

In his visit which was described
as a crilical and surprise one,
Barzani met with Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the

President of Turkey Abdullah Gul
and Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutollu in Ankara.

The visit came almost after ten

months from his historic visit to
Diyarbakir to enhance the ongoing
peace process between the Turkish
government and the Kurdish popula-
tion in the country.

Independence package
President Barzani's agenda

covered the possibility of an inde-
pendent state in northern lraq, the
political atmosphere in the country,
Kurdistan and Kirkuk's oil in addi-
tion to the ongoing peace process in
Turkey.

f.fis visit came after Barzani
I lasked the Kurdistan Parliament
to prepare the ground for holding
two referendums as soon as possible.
The first one to annex the long-dis-
puted territories to the KRG admi-
nistration, and the second one to
announce independence and separate

frcm lraq.
Turkey has not so far officially

announced support for the Kurdish
call for independence, but several
Turkish officials indirectly said that
the neighboring Turkey would not
reject a new country as lraq is mired
in violence and sectarian strife.

Deputy Prime Minister Bulent
Arinc said Turkey does not want to
see Iraq break up, without clearly
stating opposition to a Kurdish state
in Iraq,Turkish media reported.

The Turks might prefer a stable
and oil-rich Kurdish state ratherthan
an instable, violent and non-demo-
cratic Iraq. The Turks have come to a
point that the Kurds in Iraq are not a
factor of threat over the Turkish
unity and provoking the Kurds in the
country.

Lfowever. President Barzani,
I Iwhose party gained the first
place amongst the Kurdish parties in
the last April elections, told
Germany's Die Welt neìvspaper,
that: <he does not look ahead to
receive help or resistance from
Turkey with regard to indepen-
dence.>>

The Turks discussed with
Barzani a mechanism to avoid inci-
dents that could inflame ethnic and
sectarian strife in Iraq and that the
political efforts to preserve the inte-
grity of the country should be sup-
ported," wrote Turkish well-known
author Cengiz Candar, a journalist
since 1976, he is the author of seven
books in the Turkish language,
mainly on Middle East issues.

Approaching the upcoming
Turkish presidential elections and
the ongoing peace process made it
imperative to the Turkish officials
not to say anything to make the
Kurdish leader, Barzani, upset. PM
Erdogan might need his influence in
the elections to collect more votes in
the elections.

The Kurdish president and his
family have long been known as a

national family and struggled hard to
be able to announce a Kurdish state.

<Kurdish politics is based on
two courses of actions. The first is
working with the national forces to

rebuild haq, and the second is exer-
cising the right of self-determination
if efforts to save Iraq fail,>President
Barzani told Al-Monitor on July 10.

The KRG could not withdraw its
share of the oil revenue because

Turkey has been waiting for a solu-
tion between the KRG and the fede-
ral government on how to divide the

revenues. .

PM Barzani prepared
the ground

Earlier, Kurdistan Regional
Govemment (KRG) Prime Minister
Nechirvan Bazani visited Turkey's
PM Erdogan Dolmabahce office to
prepare the ground for the President
Barzani's visit.
rTthe two Prime Ministers talked
I about escalating violence in lraq

as well as enhancing bilateral econo-

mic relations.
The Kurdish and Turkish

Premiers emphasized on an emer-
gency initiative to restore stability
and security in the chaotic lraq.

They also discussed prcviding
humanitarian aid to the refugees
taking shelter in Kurdistan, in parti-
cular Turkmen, and energy cooper¿r-

tion too.

The Kurdish media outlets
reported that the KRG's delegation
visited neighboring Turkey to collect
the oil revenue, what the Turkish
Energy Minister Taner Yildiz denied.

The Turkish minister stated that
the two sides are trying to open a

<<permanent bank account and a sus-
tainable business>> with the

Kurdistan Region.

I ccording to Turkish media out-

-llLlets, the oil revenue of the first
Kurdish oil cargo that was $93 mil-
lion deposited in the Turkish
Halkbank last month. The Kurdish
oil loaded on a huge cargo ship in the
Mediterranean.

The KRG's Minister of Finance
Rebaz Mohammed, who accompa-
nied PM Baøani to Turkey, said that
one of the main purposes of the visit
was to ensure transferring the
account to Kurdistan's central bank.

Yildiz said that it was not in his
government's agenda to think of
splitting the KRG's oil share. He
announced that the Turkish govem-
ment has been working on arrange-
ments relating to the rights of both
Erbil and Baghdad. û
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Ihe KurdsAre Our Best Shot
wv¡w.breitbart.com

one or the ress anractive cha¡ac- Against ISIS: We Should Stop
teristics ofersis'Ìhe MessinglhemAroundbetraying
whether t

byJonathan Foreman
z3 July zor4

Montagnards, Æghan interpreters
or belong to one of several less
well-known minorities that have
paid a grim price for trusting
Britain or America to reward their
loyaþ
The Kurds of Iraq are the latest to
find themselves in the position of
under-appreciated and betrayed
allies.

ñrateful for the Us-British-
\fFrench no-fly-zone that kept
Saddam's forces out of Kurdistan
after the r99r Gulf War, the Kurds
have long been the most pro-
American and pro-British ethnic
group in the entire region. They
were enormously helpful to the
Coalition before and during the
invasion of Iraq and defeat of the
Saddam regime in zoo3.

Iraqi Kurdistan could then have
asserted its independence, kept
control of historicaþ Kurdish (but
partially ethnically cleansed)
Kirkuk and done little or nothing
to help the authorities in Baghdad
fight the Sunni insurgency and
Shia militia violence that spread
through Iraq from zoo4.

Instead, as any allied commander
who is worth his salt will tell you,
Kurdish battalions were invaluable
to Coalition efforts. Not only were
they good at counter-terrorist
operations, they were also reliable
and trustworthy qualities all too
rare among Iraqi Security Forces
especially in the early years.

Nevertheless, even at the height of
the war, and even though they
often fought side by side coalition
forces in Baghdad and elsewhere,
the Kurds received minimal mili-
tary assistance from the Coalition.

f A Then America pulled its troops
VVout of lraq in zorr, aftãr
Prime Minister Malik and
President Obama failed to find
common ground on a Status of
Forces Agreement, you might have
expected the US and its allies to
cultivate the Kurdish Regional
Government (KRG).

After all, Kurdistan was then, as it
had been during the fighting, and
continues to be today, much more
stable, peaceful and economically
vibrant than the rest of lraq. And
unlike the Maliki govemment it
was not falling under the malign
influence of Iran.

Instead, the US government has
consistently backed the Baghdad
govemment in its worst behaviour

to the Kurds.

Under the Iraqi constitution, oil
and mineral resources can be
extracted and sold by the regions
as long as the proceeds are shared
with the rest of the country. But
Baghdad has refused to pay the
KRG the 17 percent of revenues
that it committed to (it never paid
more than 11 percent and stopped
palng altogether in January.
Baghdad also never ponied for the
salaries for Kurdish troops.). It has
also tried to stop Iraqi Kurdistan
from selling oil and gas to Turkey
and elsewhere.

I mazingly the US State
la.Department has joined with
Baghdad in trying to stop foreign
buyers from taking Kurdish oil and
gas, with the US government
actually threatening legal action
against anyone trying to buy it in
the United States.

The KRG could be forgiven for
resenting this American economic
warfare on behalf of the corrupt
and incompetent and Iranian-
leaning Maliki regime, especially
given that Iraqi Kurdistan has to
feed and house 75o,ooo refugees
from Syria and at least 25o,ooo
displaced people form other parts
of Iraq.

And the F-r6's promised by
Washington to the Iraqi Air Force
have rightly been seen as a poten-
tial theat by the Kurds who have
vivid memories of bombardment
by Saddam's jet fighters.

The biza¡re American approach to
the US's most reliable allies has
three roots.

The first is the fact that the US gov-
ernment and in particular the
State Department, prefers strong
unitary states with only one center
of power and set of leaders to talk
to. The second is more emotional:

after putting so much effort, blood
and treasure into rebuilding and
defending Iraq after the overthrow
of Saddam it feels right to back the
central government even if the
complaints and claims of the
Kurds are valid.

Finally, the fact that the Kurds
unquestionably did gain from the
overthrow of the Baathist regime
makes them unattractive to people
in or out of the Obama administra-
tion who opposed the war or who
saw George W Bush as the devil
incarnate.

Thanks to ISIS and the collapse
and retreat of the Iraqi Army from
Northern Iraq, the Iraqi Kurds are
now in a much stronger position
political politically than at any
time since 2oo3. (It helps that
Tirrkey is not only no longer trying
to undermine the Kurdish
Regional Government; it has
become a regional friend and eco-
nomic partner of the fledgling
state.)

Tì ut in terms of security the lraqi
IJrurds are in greatér dangei
than they have been at any time
since the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein.

Betlveen zoo3 and zorr they had
to be on their guard against the
threat presented by Arab Iraq's
various insurgents and militias.
But they had power{ul allies in the
form of Coalition forces and an
Iraqi army that was being men-
tored and guided bythe Coalition.
And they were able by and large to
keep terrorists out and down. Now
they are effectively alone as they
confront the ISIS Caliphate along a
roookm border.

There have already been deadly
clashes with ISIS in places where
the Pershmerga - the Kurdish
armed forces - have taken over
cities abandoned by the Iraqi

army. And the Pershmerga have
not always come out on top.

ISIS front line forces may not be
that numerous but they are experi-
enced, well-trained operators,
thanks to years of fighting in both
the lraqi insurgency and the Syrian
civil wa¡. They also have a signifi-
cant advantage over the
Peshmerga in that they now have,
thanks to the sudden flight of the
Iraqi army, an impressive arsenal
of modern weaponry much of it
US-supplied.

r¡hat includes at least rsoo
I armoured Humvees and

MRAPs,5z modern r55mm howit-
zers, a number of Mr tanks and
even helicopters

The vehicles may not be easy to
keep running over time without
spare parts or the expertise of for-
eign contractors. But ISIS, like its
predecessor al Qaeda in lraq,
includes in its ranks plenty of for-
mer Iraqi army soldiers who know
how to use artillery and other
heavy weapons.

The Peshmerga lack heavy
weaponry and aircraft, and all
thei¡ recent experience has been
fighting small numbers of insur-
gents and terrorists rather than an
actual army. Among the supplies
the Kurds need is electronic jam-
ming equipment to combat IEDs.
They have requested some from
Britain. However, the UK, like the
US, has so far refused to send
defence equipment to the KRG
unless end-user certificates are
supplied for them by the central
government in Baghdad. This the
Maliki govemment refuses to do.

If we help the Kurds, it will protect
an oasis ofstabilþ and democracy
and tolerance. And it will cement a
natural friendship that could be of
enorrnous strategic benefit to both
the West and Kurdistan. (After all
it is only 4oo or so miles from
Kurdistan to both Tehran and
Tiblisi.)

If we don't, Iraqi Kurdistan will
have to look elsewhere, most likely
to Teheran or perhaps Moscow. Or
that oasis could be overwhelmed
by the violence and chaos that is
spreading outward from Syria.

Neither would be good outcomes;
both are easily avoidable. It's up to
Downing Street and the White
House to do the right thing.

ooo

Kurdish
Peshmøtga
military
forces
anests lSlS
suspect.
Photo:
Reuters
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LIBÉRATION MARDI 22 JUILLET 2c,14

Six moi¡ epròs tvoir prir lo
contrôlc do Fallouje (ouc¡t),
bs jihadirtcs de l'Etat isl¡mi-
que, alliés à des tribus sunni-
tes et des anciens officiers de
Saddam, se sont emparés de
Mossoul, la deuxième ville du
pays, le lo juin. lls ont ensuite
fait la jonction avec la Syrie.

21milïards
de dollerr, ¡oit lE,a milliards
d'curoe, c'est le montant dc
l'¡ido ¡móricaine pour former
et équiper larmée irakienne.

((Cel¡ n€ s'estþmals
prcdutt dans I'histoirc
du chr{ctiam¡sme
ou de l'blam.
Mêrne C,€r¡ghfs Khân
n'apas fait ça..>,

Le petriecho dc¡ ch¡ldécn¡
d'lrek, Louis Sako, à propos
de léviction des chretiens
de Mossoul par I'Etat islamique

al-Assad, avant d'être rappelés lors
de I'offensive de I'Etat islamique.
Mais les volontaires qui affluent cle-
puis la mi-juin n'ont reçu qu'un
entraînement de queìques jours.
< Le poblème de s milic e s e s t qu' elle s
n'obéissent pas toujours aux ordres
del'armée, alors qu'elles sont cen-
sées l'épaulerrr, explique Hisham
al-Hashimi, un chercheur irakien.

FAIBLESSES. Les jihaclistes, alliés,
selon les provinces, à des tlibus
sunnites, des ex-officiers de I'ar
mée cle Saddam Hussein ou des fac-

tions extrémistes sun-
nites, ne semblent
pas, pour I'instant,
décidés à profiter des
faÍblesses de leurs en-
nemis. Ils n'ont lancé
aucune offensive ma-
jeure deprris la procla-

mation de leur califat, le 29 juin.
nleur objectif prirrcipal est de aonso -
lider leurs gaíns. Ilsouvrent de nou-
v e aux f ronts, mais uniquemmt p our
occuper l' armée irakíenne et les mílí-
ces>, assure Al-Hashimi. IlEtat is-
lamique, qui compterait environ
7000 combattants en Irak, doit gé-
rer les tensions avec ses alliés dans

,ti- r"¡g '^

lr

ù

Per LUC MÀTHIEU
Envoyé spécial à Bagdad

au contraire violents, et dissþminés
dans plusieurs provinces à proxi-
mité de Bagdad, Seul I'est de la ca-
pitale est épargné. Ces derniers
jours, les affrontements se sont
concentrés autour de Tikrit, I'an-

qien fief de Saddam Hus-

- ì(f

abandonné leurs postes. Un audit
de I'armée irakienne realisé en juin
par des conseillers américains a en
outre pointé le risque d'infiltration
par des extr'émistes sunnites'et des
soÌdats chiites envovés par I'Iran,
selonle NèwYorkTimes.
Con-fionté à la faiblesse cle son ar-
mée, le Premiel ministre, Nouri al-
Maliki, a renforcé les milices chÍ-
ites. Ses appels au volontariat,
combinés à ceux de I'ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, la plus haute autorité
chüte d'lrak, ont convaincu des di-
zaines de milliers d'Irakiens de

s'enrôler. Beaucoup ont choisi la
milice Asaïb Ahl al-Haq, le bras
armé d'Al-Ma-liki. Cauchemar de la
populationsunnite, victime de ses
rafles, elle compte des comman-
dants aguerris, formés enlran. Plu-
sieurs milliers de ses combattants
ont rejoint ces derniers mois la Sy-
rie, aux côtés de I'armée de Bachar

En lrak,une armé elragile et des
milices nov¡ces face aux iihadistes

Des militaires irakiens embourbés lors des combats avec I'Etat islamique, dans la province de Diyala,
le s juillet. pHoro REUTERS

Malgré des dissensions internes, les combattants de I'Etat islamiqte
tiennent leurs positions et imposent une guerre d'usure à leur avantage

S
i I'on en croit la télévision
nationale irakienne, I' almée
et les milices l'emportent
victoire après vic-

toire contre les jihadistes ' ANÁLySE sein, à 160 kilomètres au
del'Etatislamiqueetleurs nord de Bagdad. Le
alliés.Sionlitlescommuniquésde 15 juillet, les forces irakiennes
Daech, I'acronyme arabe de l'Etat avaient réussi à reprendre une par-
islamique, ses combattants sont tie de la ville. Mais clès le lende-
prêts à fonclre sur Bagdad. Qui main, lacontre-offensivedesjiha-
ment ? Sans grande surprise, les distes et de leurs alliés les a forcées
deux parties. A Bagdad, militaires à reculer jusqu'à une base située à
irakiens, analystes et diplomates le 2 kilomètres de Tikrit. ,rLes com-
reconnaiésent : Ia guerre entre les battants ilel'Etatíslamþue sontføo-
forces irakiennes et I'Etat islami ces, ils n'ont pas peur de Ia mort.
que, qui contrôle une large partie Lqmveirakimnen'arrivepas àJaire
du nord et de I'ouest de I'Irak de- .face. Leproblèmeest qu'elle aétére-
pui3 son offensive éclair de la mi bôtie de zero àpartír de 2003,lors de
juin, sera longue. <<C'est au" míni- l'invasion américaíne. Maß ceux qui
mum une question de mois, voire sesontengagésl'ontfaítpourlesa-
d'ønnées. Nota sommes entrés dans laire, pos par patríotisme>>, poursuit
une guerre d'usure. Quand, onleur I'officier.
reprend un village un jour, on le re -
pudle lendemain. Personne n' øl)ence INFILTR^TION. La faiblesse de I'en-
nine recule réellement depuís début gagement des soldats irakiens était
juillet>>, explique un ofïicier de I'ar- flagrante lors de I'offensive jihadiste
mée de l'air irakienne. du 10 juin. Mossoul, la deuxième
Ce quasi-statu quo ne signifie pas ville du pays, est tombée sans af-
qu'iln'yapasdecombats. Ilssont frontement, les militaires ayant

clo noilve¿rttx f nmls ¡xrrrr occ$pcr
l'¡¡rlnéo isì¡ftlcr¡rre ol.lel* nrll s"r)
Fli¡ham ¡l-Flashimi chercheur írakien
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les villes qu'il contrôle. La création
de son califat ne signifie par exem-
ple rien pour les ex-officiers baa-
sistes, le parti de Saddam Hussein,
qui ont des visées nationalistes. A
Mossoul, environ 150 d'entre eux
auraient refusé de faire allégeance
au nouveaucalife, Abou Bakr al-
Baghdadi, selon une source diplo-
rnatique. LlEtat islamique cherche-
rait à les arrêter, A Fallouja, les
hewts sont fréquents entre les jiha-

dÍstes et d'autres groupes combat-
tants sunnites, tels I'Armée des
moudjahidin.
Dans ces conditions, les jihadistes
sont-ils en mesure de lancer un as-

saut sur Bagdad ? <hendre ln caPi-
tale resteleur objectif . Maß celqles
obligerait ù s'etìenturer en territoire
chäte [Bagdad compte environT0%
de chütes, ndlr], explique un diplo-
mate occidental. Ils ont réussi à
prendre Mossoul car ils oYqiert

noyauté lavílle depuis près d'un an.
C' e s t plu s c ompliqué à B agdai, où le
s outim de s sunnite s, ßolé s e t re grou-
pés dansles mànes quartiers, est díJ-

ficile àgagner.,
Cæla n'empêchepæ les jihadistesde
s'approcher de la capitale via <le
triangle de la mort>>, enclave au sud
de Bagdad délimitée par les villes de
Latifiya, Mahmoudiya et Youssou-
fiya. S'ils parvenaient à la travener,
ils ne seraient plus qu'à quelques

kilomètres de Dora, un quartier
sunnÍte de Bagdad. D'ici là, ils sem-
blent décidés à frapper la capitale
avec leu¡s voitwes piégées. Dimân-
che, ils ont revendiqué quatre des
sept attentats commis laveille dans
des quartiers chütes. Jeudi, c'était
unAustralien de 18 ars qui s'est fait
exploser dans un marché à ciel
ouvert, tuânt eu moins 3 persorures,

dont un ad9lçscgfit. -

25JUILLET 2OI4

Syrie:combats meurtriers entre
armée et isüamistes

La Jordanle abat un drone près de la frontièlc, une pnemlère depuls te début du confllt

Damas - Ahmed Deeb (AFP)

nouvelobs.com
25 iuillet 2014

plus de 7o personnqs ont péri dans les
I combats opposant I'armée syrienne
aux djihadistes de lEtat islamique dans
le nord, au moment où la Jordanie abat-
tait un drone près de Ia frontière avec la
Syrie, une première depuis le début du
conflit.

Parallèlement, un convoi d'aide humani-
taire est passé en Syrie venant de T\rrquie sans
l'accord de Damas a indiqué I'ONU, la pre-
mière application d'une résolution du Conseil
de sécurité adoptée à la mi-juillet pour aider
les plus de ro millions de Syriens ayant besoin
d'aide.

la guerre qui ravage leul pays depuis trois
ans a tué plus de rTo.ooo Syriens, jeté hors de
chez elles neuf millions de personnes, et
devient de plus en plus complexe avec la frag-
mentation des fronts,

Désormais, les rebelles qui tentent de ren-
verser le régime de Bachar al-Assad combat-
tent à la fois les troupes gouvernementales, les
djihadistes de l'EI et récemment, un nouveau
front s'est ouvert contre leurs ex-alliés du
Front AÌ-Nosra, branche syrienne d'Al-Qaïda.

De son côté, I'EI combat le régime, les
rebelles, les djihadistes rivaux d'Al-Nosra ainsi
que les autonomistes kurdes.

AITAQUES TOUS AZIMUTS

Jeudi, le groupe ultra-radical a lancé des
attaques concomitantes contre des positions
du régime dans les provinces de Raqa (nord),
de Hassaka (nold-est) et d'Alep (nord), selon
l'Observatoire syrien des droits de I'Homme
(OSDH) qui s'appuie sur un vaste réseau de
sources civiles, médicales et militaires.

Au moins 74 personnes ont péri dans ces
affrontements qui durent depuis z4 heures,

notamment à Hassaka et Raqa où les djiha-
distes ont lancé des attaques suicide contre des
régiments, des brigades et un siège du parti
Baas au pouvoir.

Dans ce bilan figurent au moins 3z djiha-
distes,3o soldats, et 12 membres du parti Baas,
selon I'OSDH.

Il s'agit de la première confrontation de
cette ampleur entre I'EI et le régime, les djiha-
distes souhaitant, selon I'OSDH, "nettoyer" les
territoires qu'ils contrôlent de la presence de
I'armée.

L'Etat islamique, qui a annoncé fin juin
l'établissement d'un "califat" entre la Syrie et
I'h'ak, contrôle de larges zones dans ces deux
pays et cherche à étendre son hégémonie.

DRONEABATTU

Au même moment, dans un premier inci-
dent du genre depuis le début du conflit syrien
il y a trois ans, Ia Jordanie a abattu vendredi un
drone qui sùrvolait le gouvernorat de Mafraq,
près de la frontière avec la Syrie.

"Il s'agissait d'une violation de I'espace
aérien jordanien. La Jordanie prendra des
mesures (...) une fois ce drone identifìé", selon
un responsable de sécurité, précisant que le
drone survolait une zone proche du camp de
Zaatari, qui héberge environ loo.ooo réfugiés
syriens.

En awil, Amman avait eu lecours à des

avions de combats pour détruire des véhicules
militaires qui tentaient de pénétrer sur son ter-
ritoire depuis la Syrie. Damas avait à l'époque
affirmé que les véhicules n'appartenaient pas à
son armée.

Le royaume hachémite est accusé par
Damas de soutenir les rebelles qui combattent
le régime de Bachar al-Assad depuis plus de
tlois ans, mais il a toujours démenti.

PREMIER CONVOI HIJMANITAIR'E,

Dans un pays où la moitié de la population
souffre de la faim selon I'ONU, un premier
convoi d'aide humanitaire est passé en Syrie
depuis la T\rrquie sans l'accord de Damas, ont
annoncé les Nations unies.

Les neuf camions transportent des vivres,
du matériel sanitaire ainsi que des équipe-
ments pour purifier l'eau et construire des
abris, selon le Bureau de coordination des
affaires humanitaires des Nations unies.

Il s'agit de Ia première application d'une
résolution adoptée ìe 14juillet par le Conseil de
sécurité de I'ONU auiorisant les passages
transfrontaliers de convois humanitaires
venant de T\:rquie, Jordanie et Irak sans I'ac-
cord préalable du gouvernement syrien.

L'ONU évalue à ro,8 millions le nombre de
Syriens ayant besoin de secours,

Par ailleurs, les armes chimiques syriennes
devant être détluites dans des usines spéciali-
sées en Finlande, Grande-Bretagne et aux
Btats-Unis ont été liwées, selon I'Organisation
pour I'interdiction des armes chimiques
(OIAC), chargée de superviser le processus.

Ce processus est le fruit d'un accord russo-
américain ayant permis d'éviter une interven-
tion militaire américaine après que Damas ett
été accusé d'avoir utilisé du gaz sarin dans une
attaque ayant fait des centaines de morts à l'été
2O13.

trEO
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Menacés de mort parl'Etat islamique,
les chrétiens d'Irak fuient au Kurdistan

fclllonûc
Mardi 22 iuillet 2014

? esho
I at-aug
!J te qui
<calife Ibrahimr, n'ont guère
laissé le choix aux chrétiens d'lrak
qui avaient, en onze ans de chaos
et de montée de l'islamisme
radical, résisté au départ en exil. Ils
leur ont donné une journée, de
vendredirS à samedi lgiuillet à

midi, pour quitter le territoire du
califat, les autres options étant de
se convertir à l'islam, de payer un
impôt spécial pour Ies non-musul-
mans, ou de périr < par Ie glaive n.

L'annonce concemait principa-
lement les chrétiens de Mossoul,
devenue le quartier général du
califat qui s'étend désormais des
faubourgs d'Alep, en Syrie, à ceux
de Bagdad. La seconde ville d'Irak,
où l'Etat islamique a installé son

Abou BakrAl-Baghdadi adonnévingt-quatre heures auxnon-musulmans pourquitterMossoul

Bagdad
Envoyé spécial tr Ð

I

4

combattants de l'[tat islamique,
après avoir dans un premier
temps mis l'accent sur des pro-
grammes hrrmanitaires, instau-
rent un régime de te¡reur, dictant
leurloinon seulement aux minori-
tés mais aussi à la communauté
sunnite, comme ils l'ont fait précé-

demment à Rakka et dans les terri-
toires conquis en Syrie.

L'offensive diihadiste se pour-
suit actuellement sur au moins six
fronts, à la fois en direction de
Bagdad et du Kurdistan, et six
attentats coordonnés à la voiture
piégée ont secoué les quartiers
chiites de la capitale irakienne, le
même jour que celui du départ des
chrétiens de Mossoul, faisant
24 morts.¡

RúMyoUnDAN

quartier général, et certains
uillug", enîironnants abritaient r.* - -
encore une communauté de plu- Une chrétlenne de Mossoul,
sieurs milliers de chrétiens (de

5 ooo selon diverses sources ira-
kiennes à z5 ooo selon Louis Sako,

le patriarche de l'Eglise catholique
chaldéenne),

Depuis la proclamation du
califat par l'Etat islamique, le
z9 iuin, au premier iour du rama-
dan, des milliers d'Irakiens sont
morts, exécutés par les diihadistes
ou tués au combat, et environ
6oo ooo personnes auraient quit-
té leurs foyers. La première desti-

liit:l 9:: ïyq:i:i :: i: *Tr:r:
L'Etatislamique

instaure unrégime
dcterreur, dictant

saloiauxminorités
etàla communauté

sunnite

jours des chrétiens de Mossoul, est
le Kurdistan irakien, région voisi-
ne des territoires conquis par
l'Etat islamique mais qui reste la
plus stable et la plus prospère du
pays.

Avant I'expiration de I'ultima-
tum, selon des témoignages

icl dans une église de Tel Kepe, après avolr qultté la vtlle,le zoiuillet. nrunns

recueillis par téléphone par les moment de la première guerrc du
agences de presse internationales Golfe en 1991, et 8oo ooo lors de
ettlesmédiasirakiens,lesmaisons l'invasion américaine de zoo3
des chrétiens de Mossoul ont été (dont rooooo dans la région de
rharquées de la lettre N, pour < nas- Mossoul). Depuis onze ans, un mil-

tués, envi-
le pays, et
s ont été

et remplacées par le drapeau de détruitesparlesislamistes.
l'Etat islamique. Sur la route, aux L'Etat islamique, parallèlement
points de contrôle à la sortie de à.des avancées qu'aucune contre-
Mossoul, les djihadistes ont volé offensive de t'armée irakienne ne
l'argent et les bijoux des réfugiés, parvient à stopper, consolide son
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Ju,ly 24,2014

Kurdish politician
Fuad Massoum named
president of lraq

By l{ablh Bulo¡, Patrlck J. ÍcDonncll
JULY 21,2014
www.latimo¡.com

¡a raq's parliament appointed a new presi-
ll dent on Thursdavas lawmakers inched
E closer to fbrming a new government, even

as violence continued to engulfthe country.

Veteran Kurdish politician Fuad Massoum,
76, was chosen as Iraq's second president, a
largely ceremonial post in the Iraqi governing
structure. He prevailed in a runoff parliamen-
tary vote that saw most of his opponents with-
draw after the first round.

His victory comes one day after he was
selected as the candidate ofthe Kurdish bloc in
the Iraqi parliament.

A former lecturer and instructor at the
University of Basra with a degree from the
Arab world's elite Islamic studies institution
AI-Azhar, Massoum is a member and mainstay
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan Party, a
major Kurdish faction. He is also considered to
be a confidant of his predecessor, Jalal
Talibani, who returned to Iraq only a few days
earlier from medical treatment in Germany.

Despite its largely ceremonial nature, the
presidential post was the subject of intense
jockelng among Iraq's parliamentary blocs,
divided largely along sectarian and ethnic lines.

Under a power-sharing agreement forged
in the wake of the zoo3, U.S.led invasion that
ousted Saddam Hussein, the president must
come from the Kurdish bloc, with a Sunni Arab
head of parliament and a Shiite prime minis-
ter.

DifEculties in reaching consensr¡s among
the various blocs have led to governmental
paraþis, even as the nation faces an armed

Fuad Massoum,76, zaas chosen
Thursday as baq's second ptesident, ø

Iørgely ceremoniøl post in the country's
gozterning structure. (Ali AI-Saadi I

AIPlGetty lmøges)

rebellion that threatens the state.

Despite the selection of a speaker and a
president, the difücult choice of who will
replace current two-term Prime Minister Nouri
Maliki remains.

The prime minister is the nation's most
powerful elected ofücial. Maliki has vowed to
run for a third term, despite mounting pres-
sure from regional and international allies to
step down.

Critics have accused Maliki of pursing poli-
cies that favor Shiites, Iraq's majority, at the
expense of Sunni A¡ab and Kurdish minorities.
Maliki denies running a sectarian-based
government and has insisted that he will not
back down from seekjng a third term.

Still, even some of his Shiite allies have
become disenchanted with Maliki's governing
style.

Tens ofthousands of Shiites, Ch¡istians
and others have fled the advance of the Islamic
State, which now exerts control over a broad

swath ofterritory in Iraq and neighboring
Syria. Scenes oflraqi armyunits falling backin
disarray last month as Sunni rebels advanced
were a humiliation for the central govemment
and its military, which received extensive trai-
ning from U.S. forces during the American
occupation that ended in zorr.

Government forces and allied Shiite mili-
tias are fighting to recapture territory in the
north and west lost to Sunni rebels. But neither
side seems to be advancing.

The capital, Baghdad, with a Shiite majo-
rity, appears firmly in the hands ofthe govern-
ment, as does the Shiite-dominated south,
including the oil-rich area near the southern
city of Basra. But car bomb attacks have caused
heavy casualties in the capital in recent weeks.

Meanwhile, Kurds in the north have taken
advantage ofthe tumult to expand the territory
under the umbrella of their semi-autonomous
regional govemment. Many Arab lawmakers
view the Kurdish advance as a land grab and a
bid to extend control over oil-rich territory
near the disputed city of Kirkuk, which is now
under the control of Kurdish forces.

As politicians in Baghdad struggle to form
a new government, violence continues to
ravage the nation.

Outside Baghdad, a coordinated assault
invoìving roadside bombs and suicide bombers
on a convoy transporting prisoners left 5r pri-
soners and nine police officers dead and
approximately 16 wounded, according to local
media outlets on Thursday. The assault targe-
ted a convoy transporting prisoners from Hout
Prison in Taji, north of Baghdad.

According to the pro-government Sumariya
television, a roadside bomb exploded beside
the convoy as it passed a major intersection.
TWo gunmen then appeared, spraying bullets
before detonating their explosive belts near the
vehicles.

No one has claimed responsibility for the
attack. Anti-government news sources blamed
pro-govemment Shiite militias, specifically the
Iran-funded læague of the Righteous.

Since last month's assault by Sunni rebels,
the govemment has scrambled to bolster its
forces with Shiite volunteer militiamen, galva-
nized into action to defend the country against
the Sunni insurgents. t

d _ Irak: 4 morts dans
des attentats contre

des ch¡ites à Kirkouk
Kirkouk, 25 juiltet 20f4 - AFP

QUATRE personnes ont été tuées et 19 autres blessées vendredi dans une
série d'attentats devant des salles de prière chiites à Kirkouk, dans le nord de
I'lrak, ont annoncé des sources médicales et la police.

L'explosion la plus meurtrière s'est produite devant la husseiniya (lieu de culte

chiite) Mustafa, dans le sud-ouest de la ville. Cet attentat à la voiture piEée à la

sortie de la prière a tué quatre fidèles et en a blessé 15 autres.

Trois autres bombes ont explosé en bord de route près de la husseiniya Zahraa,

dans I'ouest de Kirkouk, faisant quatre blessés. Une bombe a aussi explosé près

de la husseiniya Jaafar aLSadeq, dans le sud de la ville, sans faire de victime.

Les insurgés sunnites menés par les jihadistes ultra+adicaux de l'Etat islamique

(El), qui se sont emparés de larges pans du territoire irakien depuis le 9 juin, ne

sont pas parvenus à prendre Kirkouk.

La ville est en revanche passée sous le contrôle des forces kurdes après le retrait
de I'armée irakienne face à I'avancée des insurgés. Les violences et bombarde-

ments sont encore fréquents dans la ville. o

à la aoìtwe
piégée, le 25 juil-
let 2074 à
Kirkouk
@AFP Manaan
Ibrahim--

après un

Un pompier
fuøkien ptès de
aéhicules brûlés
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KURDISTAI{ REGION
NEWS IN BRIEF

KOBANÊ MOTHERS ESTABLISH BATTALION
IuTy 78,2074

llrobane: Kurdish mothers in Kobanê, Syrian Kurdistan, are joining

-Ñ.in the popular effort to defend the canton from an ongoing assault
by the Islamic State of Iraq and Sharn (ISIS) according to a report from
DIHA carried in Ozgür Gi.indem. The mothers, organized under the
leadership of Yekitiya Star, gathered at a local annory from where a
brief ceremony was performed marking their entrance into the ranks of
the YPJ. The women will serve at checkpoints around Kobanê where
they will work to provide security for the city center. The people of
Kobanê are in a state of total mobilization in their efforts to ¡esist ISIS

encroachment into the canton, with hundreds of new recruits taking to
the front to protect their villages and homes. One mother of five named
Besê told DIHA that Kobanê was passing through a critical moment.
Besê said that they were fighting as Ku¡dish mothers and would not
allow ISIS gangs to operate their lands. Besê affirmed that ISIS would
not be able to take Kobanê, saying "we have taken up aÍns as women.
We will support our YPG and YPJ fighters." Vowing to fight to her last
drop of blood, she said ',IlVe will not leave our land, we will not allow
our land to be occupied."...roiavareport.wordpress.com I

firatnews.com

KURDISTAN HAS 1.5 MILLION GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES
lrrly 27,2014

f,rbit Kurdistan Region's Finance and Economy Ministry has faced pc
Dblems with its intemal revenue, hindering its ability to provide the
salary of 1@o of the govemment employees. "The Ministry of Finance and
Economy has faced issues and continuously expects to get money from the
Natural Resources Ministry," Gorran MP Ali Hama Salih said. "Kurdistan
Region has more than 1,400,000 govemment employees that the Minisky of
Finance and Economy can only give the salary of 1Ø, of them fmm the
intemal revenue," added Salih. He stated that: "the minishy always askthe
Natural Resources Ministry to provide the salary of the govemment
employees and this is because so far the special account of oil has not been

created." Salih also pointed out that "In the pasÇ a grouP of people have
arbitrarily been registered as govemment employees and they have become
a big problem fur the Finance and Economy Ministry and Kurdistan
Regional füvemment (KRG)." Due to Baghdad and Erbil tension over
Kurdish share of Iraqi budget and control of Kurdistan oil, Iraqi govem-
ment has delayed sending KRG budget and it has resulted in delay of

iäi::i;."*y 
salaries and it has affected Kurdistan economy. bas-

SINIAR VIIIAGERS ARMING AGAINST ISIS
luly 22,2074

Qiniar, Nineveh: ISIS militants attacking the village of Guhbel in the

r,)Kurdish Yazidi region of Sinjar in haqi Kurdistan have been brced to
retreat by the resistance of the villagers. l¡cal residents have armed them-
selves to protect their homes and fields and begun to guard the village.
Following the capture by ISIS Islamists of large swathes of the Mosul and
Nineveh regions almost without Êring a shot after 9 May, then seizing
much of Salahaddin, Anbar and Diyala in a similar way, the gangs have
begun to target the Kurdish Yazidi, Shabak and Ch¡istian communities
living in the Nineveh region. Hundreds of thousands of people fleeing the
savagery of the ISIS gunmen have taken refuge in Kurdish areas. Sinjar is
looking after tens of thousands of displaced people but is threatened by
these gangs. Yesterday ßIS gangs attacked the village of Guhbel, having
previously targeted the district centre of Tilbmat and the village of
Girzerik.. fi ratrews.com

KURDISTAN PRESIDENCY: BARZANI HAS NOT
VISITED IRAN AND THE KURDISH
PEOPLE DO NOT NEED..

lttly 2:2,2O7a

f, RBILHewIêr, Kurdistan region'Iraq',- The presidency of Kurdistan
ERegion denied on Tuesday, what they called as falsehoods published by
Baghdad against Kurdistan region on the region's president, Massoud
Barzani visit to Tehran and Iranian officials rejection to the policies of the
region towards the Iraqi crisis and the right of self-determination and
control of Kurdish Peshmerge furces on Kirkuk
According to the statement of the spokesman fur the presidency of the
regioo Umêd Sabah, said that "A number of sites and media agencies loyal
to Baghdad authorities continued its falsehoods against Kurdistan
Regionwww.Ekurd.net in the past few days, adding that some Kurdish
intemal media has published inaccurate news about an alleged visit of the
region's president, Massoud Barzani to Tehran."
Sabah said that this news is fabricated and far from the truth, noting that
Kurdistan president has not visited Iran.
He added that the policy of the region and Barzani is clear on the Iraqi cri-
sis and the right of the Kurdish people to self-determination, stressing that
Kurdistan does not need to obtain permission from any Person to self-deter-
mination.

On the Iraqi crisis, Sabah said that Kurdistan Region supports helping
Shiites and Sunnis brothers fur the success of the political process, noting
that it is working, at the same time to take political and legal action to get
the right to self-determination of Kurdistan people.

The remarks of Kurds leaders on self-determination has raised after
the worsening political and security situation in Iraq and the dangerous
developments that have occurred in recent times represented by the
control of ISIS organization s insurgenLs on large parts of Nineveh,
Salahuddin and Diyala provinces after the sudden withdrawal of the Iraqi
security forces. shaf aaq.com

TURKISH ARMY OPENS FIRE ON SYRIAN
KURDISH YPG IN CEYLANPINAR!
Iluly 23,2074

¡-reyhnpinar Following the claim that there had been a dash with the

\-syrian Kurdish YPG forces on the border near Ceylanpnar, the
Turkish army has now begun to fire at YPG positions. It is reported that
Turkish troops began firing at YPG positions to the east of the village of
Elok near the town of Serêkaniyê in Syrian Kurdistan from the village of
Altrn in the disbict of Ceylanprnar in Urfa province at around 7 Wednesday
moming. While the YPG forces did not retum fire, at 11 local time Turkish
troops were continuing to fire. Urfa Govemor lzzeltn Küçüþ responding
to a question from joumalists, claimed a new clash had broken out on the
border. Since Tuesday Turkish officials have adopted a Provocative stance

towards the PYD (Democratic Union Party), daiming it is responsible fur
clashes. On the night of 21 fuly 3 Turkish soldiers died of gunshot wounds
on the border. The General Staff accused the PYD, claiming'6 PYD mem-
bers' also died. However, ofÊcials in West Kurdistan refuted the claims of
the Turkish General Staff, saying YPG brces had not been involved in any
clash and that no casualties had been suffured. l¡cal sources also do not
confirm the Cæneral Staffversion of events. frratnews.com

ARAB TEAGUE OPPOSES TO KURDISTAN
REGION'S INDEPENDENCE
Irldy 23,2074

I rab League sectary general political deputy said the Iraqi northem
fLregion of Kurdistan does not have the right to dedare independence
from Baghdad. According to AIN Fadhel Muhammad told a press conÍe-
rence that the region does not have the right to split from Iraq now since

Arab League is against the division and will not accept such demands. He
further added discussion over independence has been limited the region
officials' media remarks. The Arab læague official's remarks comes weeks
after Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani asked the enclave's r
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r parliament to make a plan to hold a referendum in the region to ask peo-
ple if they want to remain a part of Iraq or want independence. kurdpress.ir

ISRAEL IS ONLY KURDISTAN OIL BUYER:
IRAQI OIt MINISTRY
finy23,mra

flaghdad: Iraqi oil ministry spokesman said Israel is the only buyer of
LfKurdistan Region's oil and no other country is buying the oil. "Now
Israel is the only importer of the smuggled Iraqi oil by Kurdistan Regional
Govemment (KRG)" Asem Jihad told a press confermce. He further added
other states have refused to buy the oil and Israel is the only buyer, al-Tejah
TV quoted his as saying. He wmt on to say that Baghdad government and
SOMO Company attempts to convince the Kurdish oil buyers not to buy
the oil has limited the number of buyers to Israel. kurdpress.ir

KIRKUK GOVERNOR BLAMES ERBIL'S PRES-
SURES
ludy23,2Ol4

rlrhe govemor of Iraqi northem Kurdish province of Kirkuk Najmaddin
I f".irn has lamented pressures from Erbil, capital of Kurdistan Regiory

and has asked Gonan leadels cooperation, independent Hawlati daily
said. According to the report, Karim has met Gorran l-eader Nawshirwan
Mustafa on Friday to protest Erbil's protest against him and Kirkuk gover-
norate. The report further quoted Karim as saying to Mustafa that "while
our relation with Baghdad is not ok there are also pressures from Erbil on
Kirkuk govemorate." Meanwhile Gorran Diplomatic Relation Center Chief
Muhammad Taufigh Rahim did not deny the meeting but refused to give
the details of the meeting, adding that "Gorran will do whatever it can do
for Kirkuk" The report added Mustafa has promised cooperation to Karim
and it seems the issue has been discussed in Gorran Leade/s Saturday mee-

ting with Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani. kurdpress.ir

KURDISTAN REGION PARLIAMENT PASSES
REFERENDUM tAW
Irldy 2a,2O74

f,rbit The Kurdistan Region's parliament has approved a law ft>r an
Eindependent electoral commission on Wednesday, coming another step
doser toward independence from lraq. The law was passed with 83 votes
in the legislative body's meeting Wednesday. The legislation authorizes the
commission to hold elections, referendums and fix dates for voting without
having to refer to Baghdad. The law makes reference to "Kurdistan," not
the Kurdistan Region, making it applicable in all territories controlled by
the autonomous Kurdistan Regional Govemmerìt since June, when the
KRG moved forces into areas it considers its own, and that were abandoned
by Iraqi furces retreating under a jihadi-led advance. The law compels the
KRG to furm the electoral and referendum body within 90 days from the
day it was passed. It speciÊes that the commission will be made up of nine
commissioners from different political parties in Kurdistan, with two seats

reserved for minorities. Earlier this month Kurdish President Massoud
Bav.ari. delivered a speech in the Kurdistan parliament assuring MPs that
independence has intemational support and asking deputies to pass a law
on forming an election commission...rudaw.net I Ekurd.net

KURDISTAN'S PESHMERGA SUFFERING
LOSSES AGAINST ISIS
Ittly 27,207a

f rbit At least one Kurdish fighter was killed and ftlur others slain or cap
Ltured on Friday when they were attacked by Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria (ISß) militias near the border town of Rabia in northwest Iraç a

Kurdish military official said. Lt. Muhammad Amin Muhammad of the
SpilkPeshmerga Command said, 'We know that one of the five Peshmerga
fighters was martyred, but we don't know whether the other four were also

martyred or takerì as prisoners by ISIS militants." Peshmerga forces also suf-
fered heavy losses last week in multiple offensives against ISIS, which has

taken over Mosul and other Sunni-dominated areas. After a seven-hour bat-
tle on Thursday, the Peshmerga captured two key districts in Ialawla in

Diyala province whidr has been controlled by ISIS fur more than a month.
However, Kurdish furces were only able to hold the areas for a few hours
because they ran out of ammunition and had no backup toops to defend
against an ISIS counterattack..mdaw.net

DISPUTE BETWEEN PUK AND KDP OVER
MALIKI'S RE.ELECTION
luly 28,2014

f,rbift Kurdistan Region's parties of Brazani's Kurdistan Democratic
DRarty (KDP) and Talabani's Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) are at
odds over re-election of Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki. A member of
PUK, Læyla Barzanji said ruling State of Law Coalition has achieved the
most of votes in Iraq parliament polls and it is the coalition's right to elect a

per^son as lraq's next premier, adding that PUK will defend whoever the
coalition would nominate br the post, even Maliki. She further expressed

her hope that the next Iraqi PM would be able to cooperate with all Iraqi
lines and groups and would not be the PM of a special group or line.
Banarrji also appreciated lraqi newly elected President Fuad Masum, a

PUK leading official, and stressed the president is an experienced official
and is able to solve all problems in Iraq. Meanwhile a member of KDP fac-

tion Najiba Najib told al-Egah TV that Kurdistani Alliance is against
Maliki's reelection and reiterated National Alliance should nominated ano-
ther politician for the post 15 days after electing Masum as lraq's new pre
sident. kurdpress.i¡ I Ekurd.net

ISTAMIC-IIHADIST MAGAZINE TARGETS
KURDS
luly30,m74

¡\ new Arabic-English magazine 'Dabiq' allegedly produced by the
l'Llslamic State (IS) promotes a Jihadist war against the rebels of the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and the Kurdish Peshmerga brces, and
openly gloriÊes operations against Kurds. The magazine dedicates one
page against the PKK and Kurdistan - calling both PKKleader Abdullah
Ocalan and Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo$an apostates. It
shows that the IS sees the Kurds as a major threat. '"Ihere are presently a

number of fronts in the Islamic State being defended against ttre Kurdish
communists in both kaq and Syria. The month of Ramadan saw numerous
operations taking place against the PKK and their Iraqi counterparts, the
Peshmerga.: The magazine suggests the IS carried out both 'sacrifice opera-
tions' against the PKK in Syria, and against the Peshmerga 'aPostates'.

"This was in addition to a number of operations against the PKK within
their main strongholds, including istishhadi operations carried out against
the PKK/Peshmerga murtaddin [apostates] in both Iraq and Sham, as well
as a number of PKK vehides blown up by Islamic State's undercover cell in
Wilayat al-Barakah, all leading to many of their apostate soldiers being kil-
led."..basnews.com

ISIS DISPLACE KURDS AND SHIITES FROM
SAADIA SUB.DISTRICT
fuly 3Q 201a

f\iyala: A local source in Diyala province revealed on Thursday, that the
I-llslamic State of Iraq and Syria ISIS has deported Kurds and Shiites, in
its attempt to change Saadia demography. An inlormed source said that
"ISIS has deared the center of al- Saadia from Kurds and Shiites within the
political scheme to change the demography of the sub-district , as the popu-
lation of the center of Saadia does not exceed 7W of whaLitwas before last

fune. "ISIS is perforrning a misleading campaign to win the Sunni compo-
nent against the Shiite Kurdish component, t}-rough telllng the people that
there is a plan to displace the Sunni Arabs by Kurdish Shiite in Saadia," he
added. ISIS militants have taken control of Saadia sub-district afÊliated to
Khanaqin in Diyala province over a month ago fullowing the sudden with-
drawal of the haqi security forces charged with protecting them, as

Peshmerga Kurdish furces moved toward Jalawla and was able to control
them, but some of the southem districts, in which militants are holed as bat-
tles now take place to clear them according to security sources. shafaaq.com
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Irak: le chernin
de croix

d
Menacés de mort par les djihadistes,
les 3 OOO derniers fidèles de la ville se sont
réfugiés dans la province kurde voisine.

es chrétiens
e Mossoul

GEORGES MALBRUI{OÍ
gmalbrunot(Ðlef igaro.f r

MOY-E¡i¡-OR¡ENT Entre la valise et le
cetcueil, Yohanna n'a guère eu le
choix : << J'aí tout laissé detríère moi '
mes meubles, mon travdíl et même mes
!êtements )), se lamente ce chrétien de
Mossoul, ioint au téléphone dans le vil-
lage voisin de Qosh, où il s'est rétuglé
avec les siens. << Nous clvoús eu trèspew'
en quittant la villesameili dernìer >,,

ponrsuit il. Il est parti avec quelque
300 antres familles chrétiemes, céclant
aux lnJonctions des dJihadistes qui ont
instarré un califat sul le << pays sunni-
1s )), après s'être emparés de Mossoul le
l0 juin.

En une semaine, la vie des 3000 der-
niers chrétiens de Mossoul a tollrné au
cauchemar'. Et Yohanna en est cl'autant
plus suipris qu'äu cours du prernier
mois sous le règne des djihadistes lui et
de nombreux autres fidèles étaient plu-
tôt rassurés. <, I)es chrétíens ayant fui
Mossoul après lo conquête djíhadiste
étoient même røvenus >>, dit-il.

Mais, à partir du dimanche 13 juillet,
des informations alarmistes ont corn-
mencé à circuler. Des fonctionnaires
ch¡étiens n'ont pas été payés, et. à la
mosquée, oir se falt la dlstribution des
bons d'achat de br¡mbonnes de gaz, les
chrétiens devaient soudainement at-
tendre pour les obtenir. Mardi, deux
jours plus tat'd, c'est la stupeur r les
malsons des chrétiens sont taguées de
la lettre << N >, conune nassaruh (chfé.-
tiens). Puis, le lendernain matin, les no-
tables sont convoqués par les djihadis-

tes à I'archevêché syriaque catholique
pour leru expliquer de << nouvelles rè-
gles de víe >>. Flailant le piège, ils n'y
vont pas. < C'étaithumíliant cle s,enten-
dre dire clans une égliíe comment on de-

vaìt vivre dqns une ville où nos ancêtres
habitent depuß.ileuxmílle ons >>, fait va-
loir un autre chrétien, qui préfère rester
anonyme.

<< L'épée entre nous et vous >>

Les nouveaux maitres de la ville sont
ftlrleux qu'on leul résiste, Le soir
même, des haut-pat'leurs, hissés sur
des véhicules circulant dans les quar-
tiers ch¡'étiens, expliquent ces << nou-
velles règles cle vie >> : << Devenez musul-

mans et sujets du calitat, ou alors puyez
lajyzíøh (l'|npôt que les mécréants doi-
vent payer atrx mnsnlnuns), ce qui
n'empêchera pas les hommes ile devoír
combcûn'eøvec nous. Sinon, pqrtez, sons
emportq quoi que ce soít. Et slvous ne
respectez suçune de ces condítíons, entre
vous et nous, il n'y aura que l'épée. >>

C'est-à-di¡e la mort assruée.
Les ch¡étiens ont jusqu'à sarnedi rnidi

porlr quitter Mossoul, Et, ponr que le
¡nessâge soit bien compris, le venclredi
¡natin, une lettre est distribuée chez de
nombreux chrétiens. Mais, comme
persome ne bouge, le soil même, vers
19 h 30, des représentants du califat re-
viennent en colère à I'archevêché:

<< Comment osez-vous nous désobéít et
ne pas venír ù la réunion ò laquelle on
vous avait conviés ? >> Des djihadistes
s'emparent alors de portraits d'évêques
de Mossoul dans la salle du diwan,
avant cle les incendier. Depuis, onigno-
re clans quel état se trotrve I'archevêché
syriaque. Alerlés, des voisins rnusul-
mans auraient alors tenté de s'opposer
aux exactions contre I'Ég[se, avant de
se faire tancer : << Bonde de mécréants !

De quoi vous plalgnez-vo1ts,'on l)eut
trans|ortner cette église enmosquée ! >>

Un couvent occupé
En fuyant Mossoul vendredi et samedi,

de nombreux chrétiens se sont fait ran-
çonner aux barrages, y compris des
femmes qui ont été dépoulllées de leurs
bijoux par d'autres fernmes, mais dji-
hadlstes, Celles-là. << C' est bíen la preu-
ve de I'existence d'un plan rle sortie des
chrétiens de Mossoulr>, souligne Faraj
Benoit Camura, de I'ONG Fraternité en
Irak, qui vlent en aide aux clu'étiens de
I'ancienne Mésopotamie, Depuis,
d'autres runreurs courent dans les
camps de réfuglés de Qosh et Qaraqosh,
oìr d'autres familles se sont repliées. Le
couvent Saht-Georges, sur les hau-
teu¡s de Mossoul, auràit été occupé. La
porte du couvent dominicairi de I'Hor-
loge - offerte par I'impératrice Eugé-
nie a été défoncée. Mais on ignore s'll
y a eu cles dégradations.à I'intériew.

Ce qui est str, en revanche, ce sont
les départs forcés avant-hier de trois
moines et d'autant de familles ayant
trouvé refuge au couvent de Mar Beh-
narn, non loin de Mossoul. Et à pied,
sans avoir le droit de prendre leus voi-
tures. Comme une ultirne humiliation,
Et pou-rtant, ce calvaire n'est rien par
rapport à celui que doivent endurer rure
poignée de chrétiens qui n'ont pas pu
ou pa$ voulu quitter Mossoul. Ils se-
raient cachés chez cles amis ou des voi-
sins mnsulmans. << Maís vous savez,
datæ le drame que vit l'Irak, nou$ som-
mes encore chctnceux pqr rapport aux
Yazidis qui ont été kídnappés ott tués >>,

soupire Yohanna. Occupé à aider les
réfugiés de Qosh, le père Gabriel, qni a
quftté Mossoul il y a un mois, lance un
SOS : << Face ù ces monstres, la.présence
chrétienne est en danger. Now récla-
mons une torce militaire internationale
pour protéger les chrétiens d'h'ak. Sínon,
r¡ous allons continuer de souffir et pro-
bablement dlspareltr e, r> t
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feÏtrOnôe 24 iuittet 2014

Irak 3 le Parlement élit le Kurde
Massoum comme président

Le Monde.fr avec AFP I

z4 juillet zor4

T e Parlement irakien a élu,
I deudi z4 juillet, le Kurdé

Fouad Massoum président de
la République. Sa première
tâche sera de choisir un pre-
mier ministre qui dewa tenter
de sortir le pays de sa plus
grave crise depuis des années,
alors que des insurgés sun-
nites menés par les djiha-
distes de I'Etat islamique (EI,
anciennement Etat islamique
en Irak et au lævant) contrô-
lent depuis juin des pans
entiers du territoire.

Selon une règle tacite, le
poste de président de la
République, principalement
protocolaire, est traditionnelle-
ment occupé par un Kurde, tan-
dis que le président du
Parlement est un sunnite et le
premier ministre un chiite.

Ce dernier devra être choisi

au sein du bloc de I'actuel chef
du gouvernement, Nouri Al-
Maliki, arrivé largement en tête
lors des législatives d'avril, mais
sans majorité claire. Ce dernier,
au pouvoir depuis 2006, est
vivement critiqué par la commu-
nauté sunnite, qui s'estime dis-
criminée, ainsi que par les
Kurdes.

Dans ce contexte, le secré-
taire général de I'ONU, Ban Ki-
moon, s'est rendu jeudi à

Bagdad pour appeler à un gou-

vernement d'union.
< L'Irak est face à une

menace existentÌelle maís elle
peut être surmontée auec lafor-
m atíon d' un u érít able g ouu e rne -
ment d'union. II faut que cela
soít un gouuernement dans
Iequel totts les Irakíens se sen-
tentreprésentés. >

PRÉSBNTER I'N FRONT
UNI CONTRE L'EI

I¿ communauté internatio-
nale et le grand ayatollah Ali Al-

Sistani, plus haute autorité reli-
gieuse chiite du pays, ont à plu-
sieurs reprises appelé les poli-
tiques à se hâter de choisir un
nouveau gouvernement afin de
présenter un front uni face aux
avancées I'EI.

Le groupe est accusé de
nombreuses exactions dont des
lapidations et décapitations. Au
total, 6oo ooo personnes ont
déjà fui les violences, notam-
ment la communauté chré-
tienne, particulièrement visée
par les djihadistes.

Pour faire face aux avancées
djihadistes, qui ont déclaré un u

califat islamique > sur les terri-
toires qu'ils contrôlent en Irak et
en Syrie, Bagdad a demandé
I'aide de l'étranger. Jeudi, une
source dans le secteur des expor-
tations militaires russes a rap-
porté que Moscou avait com-
mencé la livraison d'hélicoptères
de combat et d'avions de chasse
à I'Irak. ¡

23 July 2014

US Think Thnk: Kurdish Statehood
ComÍng ttsooner rather than latertt

By James Reinl
rudaw.net
23 Jtuly 2014

-I\TEW YORK-Recent shifts in
l\ ttre political landscape of the
Middle East mean that Iraq's
Kurds will gain independence
"sooner rather than later", accor-
ding to Steven Cook, an analyst for
the US think tank the Council on
Foreign Relations.

"There is a certain inevitabi-
lity here. I don't know the date for
Kurdish independence in Iraq but
it's coming sooner rather than
later," Cook said during a seminar
on Israeli-Palesti nian violence and
the lakeover of swathes of Iraq
and Syria by the hardline Islamic
State.

"They are not committed to a
unified lraq, which they call a fic-
tion. They are going through the
political process in Baghdad to

Steuen A. Cook, an expert on the
Middle East; Politics in the Arab
world; US-Middle East policy;
Turkish politics and ciuil-military
relations in the Middle East.

prove to everybody that they are
not to be blamed for the breakup
of Iraq. When this political pro-
cess comes to an end - without
anybody's satisfaction - the Kurds
will ultimately make moves to go
their own lvay."

Cook spoke from Washington

on Tuesday as the Islamic State,
an al-Qaeda offshoot that has also
been called ISIS and ISIL, conti-
nued to threaten lraq's capital,
Baghdad, havlng lvon stretches of
northern Iraq during a lightening
advance from neighboring Syria
in June.

Cook, a scholar who visited
the Kurdistan Region last month,
said the goal of Kurdish indepen-
dence was bolstered by the auto-
nomous region's grolving oil
exports and less hostility from
Turkey towards the creation of a

Kurdish state.
"The Turks have made their

peace with the idea of an indepen-
dent Kurdistan in northern lraq.
Kurdistan Region President
Massoud Barzani and Turkish
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan
have this interesting symbiotic
relationship where Barzani can
make Erdogan the king of the

Turks and Erdogan can make
Barzani the king of the Kurds, and
where the emergence of an inde-
pendent Kurdish state in northern
Iraq really helps both politically,"
he said.

Another panellist, the Middle
East scholar Ray Takeyh, said that
rorving in Baghdad over Prime
Minister Nour al-Maliki's leader-
ship did not signal a collapse of
the country and added that
"Kurdish separatism will have
substantial challenges ahead".

"What surprises me about Iraq
is its resilience as a nation state.
Every time Iraq goes through
these tribulations, people take to
their Op-ed pages calling to sepa-
rate it into three entities, on the
theory that three Iraqs are better
than one," Takeyh told the
Council on Foreign Relations
forum.

"There is something about
maintaining your loose, federal,
messy, untidy structure in Iraq that
seems to have an appeal to a large
constituency in that country -
irrespective of the conflicts that
they have in trying to maintain it."

85



Reuue de Presse-Press Reuiew-Berheuoka Çapê- Riuista Stanrya-Dentro de la Prensa-Bøsin Ozeti

"",'.,fs;r*,îl,,lf ltétau diihadiste
se resserre autourde Bagdad

La capitale irakienne vit dans l'attente d'une offensive de

l'Etat islamique, qui a fait de sa conquête une priorité
Bagdad
Envoyé spécial

B
le figée par une décennÍe de chaos
et d'attentats qu'à une cité se pré-
parant à livrerbataille. Est-ce la tor-
peurdue à l'été et au ramadan ? Est-
ce un excès de confiance ?

Ltétau djihadiste se resserre
pourtant, La menace militaire est
réelle. Le < califat > sunnite décrété
parl'Etat islamique ne cesse de ren-
forcer ses positions autour de la
capitale irakienne. Les rebelles arri-
vent de trois directions, du nord,
de l'ouest et du sud. S'il n'y a pas
pour le moment de danger d'encer-
clement, une Percée est en revan-
che possible. Les premières lignes
des insurgés ne sont, Près de Gar-

ma, à I'ouest, qu'à une vingtaine
de kilomètres de l'aéroPort, et une
attaque a eu lieu, ieudi 24 juillet à

l'aube, à Taii, à quinze kilomètres
au nord de la ville.

Après quelques jours de Pani-
tedeMos-
d'Irak, le.
tulguran-

tes de .l'Etat islamique, Bagdad
semble pourtant être retournée
aux < affaires courantes l, à la crise
politique et au souhait Presque
unanime de voir chuter le Premier
ministre, Nouri Al-Maliki. La ville a
aussi été rattrapée Par la routine
des attentats de l'insurrection sun-
nite visant les quartiers chiites et
les checkpoints, parcelle des assas-

sinats perpétrés par les mifices
chiites...

S'il y a excès de confiance, il
n'est pas dû à l'armée irakienne,
dont les soldats, Pourtant bien
équipés par les Etats-Unis, ont
abandonné leurs armes en fuYant
les djihadistes, et ont été en six
semaines inc¿.pables de reconqué-
rir une position stratégique,
perdant même sPectaculairement
des contre-offensives qu'ils
avaient lancées, comme à Tikrit,

<<Bagdad, avec ses 5millions de
chiites, se sent Protégée Par Ia

fatwa d'AIi Al'Sistani appelant au
diihad contre Da ech [le nom arabe

de l'Etat islamiquel r, analYse
Hamza Shareef, qui dirige dePuis

dix ans le National SecurityAdviso-
ry, un organe consultatif qui
conseille le gouvernement et son
Conseil de sécurité nationale. La
fatwa de I'ayatollah Al-Sistani, le
plus haut dignitaire chiite d'Irak, a
permis de recruter des milliers de
miliciens qui, s'ils. sont prêts à

mourir en martyrs, apparaissent
pourtant comme de piètres
combattants face à des dlihadistes
très déterminés. < L'aide américai'
ne ioue tiuss¡ un rôIe impoftant>,
dans la confiance qui règne au sein
du gouvernement, admet M,Sha-
reef.

La défense de Bagdad est pour-
tant invisible. Les raids aériens de
l'armée en provincg guidés par les
renseignements américains (et
avec le soutien de la Russie et de
l'Iran, pour une fois tous alliés), ne
semblent pas arrêter la progres-
siori des hommes d'Aboq Bakr
Al-Baghdadi, le chef de l'Etat
islamique devenu le < câlife
Ibrahim>.

Du côté du califat, l'obiectif est
clair. La conquête de Bàgdad a été
annoncée comme étant rrne
priorité. Dans les villes et villages
des provinces conquises,' d'Al-
Anba¡ à Salaheddine et à Diyala,
les combattants de l:Etat islami-
que négocient I'allégéqnce de3 tri-
bus sunnites en faisant miroiter Ia
conquête de la capitale et du
pour,roir.

La maiorité des chefs tribaux,
qui, après avoir résisté à l'occupa-
tion américaine, ont pourtant acti-
vement participé à la lutte confre
Al-Qaida à la fin des années zooo,
n'ont d'autre choix que de soute-
nir la composante la plus forte de
l'insurrection\ S'ils refusent, ils
sont assassinés et leurs villages
sont bombardés.

Le commandant de la frange
baasiste de la réþellion, Ezzat
Ibrahim Al-Douri, nostalgique de
l'ère de Saddam Hussein, a encore
rfaffirmé la semaine dernière que
<tla libération de Bagdad est ò
portée de maint, appelant la
myriade de groupuscules armés
sunnites à s'allier aax (héros et
chevalíers d'Al-Qaida et de I'Etat
islamique>. <Les baasistes sont
prêts à coopérer avec Ie Diable lui-

ANBAR
Fallouja

même pour reven¡r au pouvoü,
commente Hamza Shareef. Ils
jouent avec lefeu, car Da'ech n'est
pas une organisation diihadìste
comme les autres. Da'ech est plus
guenier, plusfort, plus ríche, et s' as-

sure mieuxle contrôle des territoi-
res conquis qu'Al-Qaida en son
temps.tt

Aux portes de Bagdad, le
scénario qui se ioue est similaire à

celui de l'insurrection sunnite anti-
américaine il y à dix ans. A I'ouest,
la place forte des insurgés est
Fallouja, où I'Etat islamique a

installé son quartier général pour
la province d'Al-Anbar. Pour le
moment, les percées entre Falìou-

ia et Bagdad sont laissées à I'initia-
tive des insurgés locaux.

La dernière ville rebelle est
Garma. L'insurrection a des Posi
tions jusqu'aux villages de Ben
Zaid et El-Zargan, au nord d'Abou
Ghraib. Les vols internationaux
survolent ces positions, et I'aéro-
port n'est pas loin d'être à Pbrtée
de mortier. t lls peuvent conquérir
I'aéroport aisément 4 commente
une source informée d'Abou
Ghraib. Le < bataillon z4> de
l'armée irakienne, en première
ligne à Abou Ghraib, fait figure de
dernier rempart.

L'insurrection sunnite, outre
qu'elle n'a guère le choix que de
s'allier à l'Etat islamique, ,se
nourrit des abus et des crimes des
années Maliki. Les sunnites ont
été, comme les Kurdes, peu à peu
exclus du proiet national. L'armée
et la police ont multiplié, en région
sunnite, à force de détentions
a¡bitraires, de toTtures et d'assassi-

< SilEtatislamique
entre dans Bagdad,

lavillesera
unchamp
debataille,

puis une zone morte D

QasimAl=Srbtl
peintre et galeriste irakien

nats, les raisons de se rebeller. <Ies
Ínsurgés sont perçus comme des
Iibérateurs, raconte l'homme
d'Abou Ghraib . pour la pop ulation
sunnite, cela signifie Ia fln de Ia
peur, des checkpoints, des
humiliations.,> fusqu'à ce que
I'autre terreu¡ celle de l'Etat islami-
que, s'installe... mais c'est une
autre histoire. Et, une fois que les
diihadistes prennent les comman-
des d'une ville, il est trop tard pour
leurcontesterquoi que ce soii.

Qasim AI-Sabti, peintre et fonda-
teurde la galerie Hiwar, figure du
Bagdad cosmopolite et
intellectuel qui disparaît au fil des

encore de plaisanter, mais le cæur
n'yestplus,

chement, i'espère mourir plutôt
que de voir Da'ech à Bagdod. > Lui
non plus ne compte pas sur l'ar-
mée irakienne pour défendre la
ville. <L'armée est communauta-
riste, au sewice des seuls chiites. Et
puis c'est une armée de types qvi
passent leur vie sur leurs téIépho-
nes portables à regarder du
porno... n

La fin du ramadan approche.
Certains craignent que les fêtes de
l'Aid ne soient l'occasion d'une
offensive majeure de l'Etat islami-
que, qui étonne par sa capacité à
envoyersi aisément ses kamikazes
commettre des attentats à travers
Bagdad, tout en combattant sur six
ou sept fronts en même temps.r

Rú¡ryOuronn
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THURSDAY JULY24,2OI4 I n a Syrian city, ISIS is practicing

its vision of governance with Sharia
RAQqA, SYRIA

Some welcome order
of Islamic law despite
harshness of measures

BYAN EMPLOYEEOFTHENEW
YORK TIMES AND BEN HUBBARD

When his factory was bombed in the
northern Syrian city ofAleppo, the busi-
nessman considered two bleak options:
remain at home and risk dying in the
next airstrike, or flee like hundreds of
thousands of othersto a refugee camp in
Tlrrkey.

Instead, he took his remaining cash
east and moved to a neighboring city,
Raqqa, the de facto capital ofthe world's
fastest-growing jihadist force. There he
found a degree of order and security ab-
sent in other parts of Syria.

"The fighting in Syria will continue,
so we have to live our lives," said tlre
businessman, who gave only a first
name, Qadri, as he oversaw a dozen
workers in his new children's clothing
factoryin Raqqa.

Long before extremists rolled
through Iraq and seized a large piece of
territory, the group known as the Islam-
ic State in Iraq and Syria took over most
of Raqqa Province, home to about a mil-
lion people, and established aheadquar-
ters in its capital. Through strategic
management and brute force, the
group, which now calls itself simply the
Islamic State, hasbegunimposingitsvi-
sion of a state that blends its fundamen-
talist interpretation of Islam with the
practicalities of governance.

In time, it has won the surprising re-
spect of sofrle war-weary citizens, like
Qadri, who will accept any authorþ
that can restore a semblance of normal
Iife. Rebel-held areas of Aleppo, by com-
parison, remain racked with food short-
ages and crime. But there is a darker
side to Islamic rule, with public execu:
tions and strict social codes that have
left many in this once-tolerant commu-
nity deeplyworried about the future.

In Raqqa city, traffic police officers

keep intersections cleai, crime is rare
and tax collectors issue receipts. But
statues like the landmark lions in Al
Rasheed Park have been destroyed be-
cause they were considered blasphem-
ous. Public spaces like Al Amasy
Square, where young men and women
once hung out and flirted in the even-
ings, have been walled off with heavy
metal fences topped with the black flags
of ISIS. People accused of stealing have
lost their ha¡rds in public amputations.

"What I see in Raqqa proves that the
Islamic State has a clear vision to estab-
lish a state in the real meaning of the

word," said a retired teacher in the city
of Raqqa. "It is not a joke."

How ISIS rules in Raqqa offers in'
sight into what it is trying to do as it
moves to consolidate its grip in territo-

border.

äiü:
terviewed a dozen residents. The'em'
ployee and those interviewed are not
being identified in order to protect them
from retaliation by the extremists who
have hunted down and killed those per-

ceived as opposing their Project'

To those entering Raqqa, ISIS makes
clear, immediately, who is in charge.

At the southern entrance to the city'
visitors were once greeted by a tower-
ing mosaic of President Basha¡ al'As-
sid and Haroun al-Rasheed, the caliph
who ruled the Islamic world from Raqqa
in the ninth century. Now there is a

Services Commission. The former office
of the Finance Ministry contains the
sharia court and the criminal police. The
traffic police are based in the First Shari-
ah High School. Raqqa's Credit Bank is
now the tÐ( authority, where employees
collect $20 every t$ro months from shop
owners for electricity, water and security.
Many said that they received official re'
ceipts stamped with the ISIS logo and
that the fees were less than they used to
pay in bribes to Mr. Assad's government.

"l feel like I am dealing with a respec-
ted state, not thugs," said a Raqqa gold'
smith in his small shop as a womarl
shopped for gold pieces with cash sent
from abroad by her husband.

Raqqa is a test case for ISIS, which
imposed itself as the ultimate authority
in tlis city on the Euphrates River early
this year. The group has already proved
its military prowess, routing other mili-
tias in Syria as well as the Iraqi military.
But it is here inthis agricultural hub that
it has had the most time to turn its ideol-
ogy into reality, a project that appears
unlikely to end soon given the lack of a
military force able to displace it.

An aid worker who travels to Raqqa
said the ranks of ISIS were filled with

volatile young men, many of them for-
eigners more interested in violence than
governance, To keep things running, it
has paid or threatened skilled workers
to remain in their posts while putting
loyalist supervisors over them to ensure
compliance with Islamic rules,

"They can't fire all the staff and bring
new people to run a hospital, so they
change the manager to someone who
will enforce their rules and regula-
tions," the aid worker said, speaking on
the condition of anonymity so as not to

endanger his work.
Raqqa's three churches, once home to

an active Christian minority, have all
been shuttered. After capturing the
largest, the Armenian Catholic Martyrs
Church, ISIS removed its crosses, hung
black flags from its facade and convert-
ed it into an Islamic center that screens
videos of battles and suicide operations

to recruit new fighters.
The few Christians who remain pay a

minority tax of a few dollars per month.
When ISIS' religious police officers
patrol to make sure shops close during
Muslim prayers, the Christians must
obey, too.

The religious police havebanned ptú-
lic smoking of cigarettes and water
pipes - a move that has dampened the
city's social life, forcing cafes to close.
They also make sure that women cover
their hair and faces in public.

A university professor from Raqqa
Said ISIS gunmen recently stopped a
bus heading to Damascus. when they
found one woman on board insutfi
ciently covered. They held the bus up
for an hour and a half until she went
home and changed, the professor said.

More pragmatically, ISIS has ma¡r-
aged to keep food in markets, and
bakeries and gas stations functioning.
But it has had more trouble with drink-
ing water and electricity, which is out
for as much as 20 hours a day.

Perhaps realizing that the young ex-
tremists most attracted to its sectarian
violence lackprofessional skills, the lead-
er of ISIS, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, asked

in a recent audio address for doctors and
engineers to travel to places like Raqqa
to help build his newly declared Islamic
State. "Their migration is an obligation
so that they can answer the dire need of
the Muslims," Mr. Baghdadi said.

Hints of this international mobiliza-
tion are already appatent in Raqqa,
where gunmen at checkpoints are often
Saudi, Egyptian, Tlrnisian or Libyan.
Raqqa's emir of electricity is Sudanese,
and one hospital is run by a Jordanian
who reports to an Egyptian boss, ac-
cording to Syrians who work under
them.

A.fter ISIS' advance into Iraq last
month, the Jordanian ïvent to Mosul to
help organize a hospital there before re-
turningto Raqqa.

"He talked with an eager shine in his
eyes, saying that the caliphate ofthe Is-
lamic State that began in Raqqa would
spread over the whole region," one of
his employees said.

An employee of The N ew Yorh Times re-
ported from Raqqa, and Ben Hubb ard
from Beirut, Lebanon, Hwaida Saad
and Mohsmmed. Ghønnam contributed,
reportingfromBeirut.
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Iraqi leaders
elect former
Hussein foe
as president
BAGHDAD

BYTIMARANGO
AND SUADADAL-SALHY

Iraq's leaders on Thursday selected
Fouad Massoum, a longtime Kurdish
politician and former guerrilla fighter
who took up arms against Saddam Hus-
sein's government, as the country's new
president, an importan! step in forming
a new government that the internation-

, al community and lraq's religious au-
thorities have called for and that is de-
scribed as crucial to confronting a
growing Sunni insurgency.

Mr. Massoum, 76, replaces Jalal
Thlabani, who has been president since
2005 and was seen as a rare unifying fig-
ure among lraq's many factions but has
been largely absent from the political
scene since suffering a stroke in late
2012. The Kurds settled on Mr. Massoum
after a late-night rneeting Wednesday in
Baghdad. After two rounds of voting in
Pa.rliament on Thursday, Mr. Massoum
received 2ll votes out of 269 cast and
was immediately sworn in.

The next political step, the selection of
a new prime minister, will be more diffi-
cult and fraught, especially as violent
attacks are killing civilians on a daily
basis and Sunni militants led by the ex-
tremist Islamic State in Iraq and Syria,
or ISIS, are consolidating their control
of large parts of the north and west of
Iraq. That process will determine the tu-
ture of Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-
Maliki, who has been in power since
2006 but who has become an increas-
ingly polarizing figure as the insur-
gency has grown, setting offnew rounds
of sectarian violence.

Mr. Maliki has insisted that he will
seek a third term as prime minister, but
it appears increasingly unlikely that his
efforts to remain in power will succeed.
American officials, who believe Mr. Ma-
liki has become too divisive to lead Iraq
out ofits current crisis, have been work-
ing behind the scenes to push lraq's
leaders to select someone else.

Other powerful factions appear ar-
rayed against Mr. Maliki, as well. Iran,
which exerts enormous influence here,
has signaled that it would like to see
new leadership, as have lraq's powerful
Shüte religious leaders and other polit-
ical factions, Sunnis and Kurds but also
many among the Shiite majoriry

Before the vote for president, Ban Ki-
moon,the secretary general of the United

lntcnurtion¡lf'crullork@irncø FRIDAY,JIJLY25,2ot4

ÀLI ÀBBAS/EUROPEÀN PRESSPHOTO ÀCENCY

Fouad Massoum, a Kurdish politlcian, was
selected as the lraql presldentlhursday,

Nations, appeared at a news conference
in Baghdad and said, "Iraq is facing an
existential threat, but it can be overcome

thiough the formation of athoroughly in'
clusive government - a government
that can address the concerns of all com'
munities, including security, political, so-

cial and economic matters."
Mr. Massoum's rise to the presidency

comes a week after Parliament elected
Salifn al-Jubouri, a moderate Sunni Is-
lamist, to the position of speaker' which
was the first step in forr4ing a ne$/ gov-
ernment after national elections in April'
The selection of Mr. Massoum, who
holds a doctorate in lstamic philosophy
and helpeddraft Iraq's new Constitution
after the American-led invasion, was
seen as an'other important step in estab-
lishing a new, inclusive government.

"This is for sure a great achieve-
ment," said Hashim al-Hashimi, a polit-
ical analyst. "Now the road is paved to
nomitate the prime minister and form
the government."

He said Mr. Massoum and the new
speaker were "ïvell known and accept-
able by everyone inside tlte political
process and outside."

Under an informal political bargain
forged after the toppling of Saddam
Hussein in 2003, the Iraqi presidency is
held by a Kurd, the speaker of Parlia-
ment is a Sunni Arab and the position of
prime minister, the most powerful post,
goes to a Shüte.

As if to emphasize the challenges the
country faces, hours before Parliament
voted on the presidency on Thursday, an
attack on a convoy of prisoners near
Baghdad left more than 60 people dead'
And in Mosul, the country's second-
largest city, ISIS militants ordered all
girls and women in around the area to un-
dergo female genital mutilation, Reuters
reported. Jacqueline Badcock, the United
Nations hurnanitarian coo¡dinator in
Iraq, said in the Kurdish city of Erbil that
the requirement was a "gfave concern"
and could affect as many as four million
people, according to Reuters.

In a recent report, Human Rights
\Jtlatch said that at least 255 prisoners in
six lraqi cities had been executed in re-
centweeks.
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Mqrw a Sølman contríbuted repor ting.

The Sunni extremists who control large swaths of lraq
recently presented Christians in Mosul with an ultimatum:

Convert to Islam, pay a religious tax or die by the sword.

The militants gave them until July 19 to comply, and by the
'deadline hundreds of tìe city's remaining Christian

families had fled from this cruel choice' The crackdowrt, by

the Islamic State in lraq and Syria, an offshoot of Al Qaeda

known as ISIS, has cleared Mosul, the largest'city in
northern Iraq, of a Christian population that has lived

there for two millenniums. These attacks deserve the

strongest possible international condemnation and may

warrant prosecution as a crime against humanity'

Mosul was once among lraq's most diverse urban centers,

home to Shiites, Shabaks, Tl¡rkmen and Y.azidis, as well as

Assyrian and Chaldean Christians. ISIS wants to create a

caliphate that would straddle Iraq and Syria and impose a

draconian drcdieval order based on a harshinterpretation of

Shariah. Besides terrorizing the Christians, the group has

also killed and kidnapped members of other religious and

ethnic minorities. Houses of worship and religious

monuments have been destroyed. And, as Human Rights

Watch reported, tens ofthousands ofT\¡rkmen and Shabak

families have fled Mosul and surrounding areas'

Although ISIS has increased the Christian exodus, it did

not initiate it. Since the Americans invaded Iraq in 2003,

attacks aird purges by other extremist Sroups have also

contributed io the Christian community's declne. Before the

invasion, there were 1.2 million ChriStians in the country;

the current estimate is no more than 500,000' and that could

shrink to 50,000 in a decade, according to Louis Sako,

patriarch ofthe Chaldean Catholic Church in Baghdad'

The plight of the Christians must not be ignohed by a

world focused on other crises. Over the weekend, the

United Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-moon; Pope

Francis; and Patriarch Sako condemnedthe Islamic

State's actions. Other world leaders inust also speák out.

Iraq's prime ministeç Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, promisedto

provide aid to Christians left homeless, but that is hardli
sufficient, They and other minorities need to be able to

return to their communities and live in peace' But more

than any lraqi, Mr. Maliki has made worse the sectarian

divisions and created an opening for ISIS to gain a

foothold. His army is so fractured and weak, it collapsed in

the face of the militants' offensive and has been unable to

retake significant territory, including Mosul. Putting a stop

to the persecution of Christians and other minorities is just

one more reason lraq's Parliament needs to choose a new

prine minister able to unify the country'
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Gan lraq's new president save
country from lragment¡ ng?

The clcction of Fou¡d t¡¡¡oum ¡s prcsidsnt of lrrq m¡y mcan th¡t Kurdish indcpcndcncc i¡ now on the b¡ck burnct.

Hc is a closc fricnd of lreqi Prcsidcnt J¡l¡l T¡libani, whosc prcridcntial tcnuro bcgan in 2005.

Author Cengiz Çandar

July 25,2014

www.al-mon¡tof.com

^
lraq has a new president. ln the wake of the capture of the secondlargest
lcity, Mosul, by the lslamic State (lS); erær-growing demands by the presi-

dent of the Kurdistan Regional Gorærnment (KRG), Massoud Barzani; and
r¡sing d¡ssent against a new mandate for ¡ncumbent Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki, lraq has seemed on the verge of collapse. There has been a quasi
consensus among lraq obsenærs that lraq has ceased to exist and was
awaiting de jure confirmation of ¡ts de facto fragmentation.

Many have thought that this counùy, which had inured international opinion
to ¡ts endless succession of crises since 2003, would not survive th¡s latest
crisis. But we could be mistaken. First, Salim al-Jabouri (aftiliated with the
lraqi lslamic Party, the lraqi Muslim Brotherhood) was elected speaker of the
parliament. Then, a week after the return home of President Jalal Talabani

- who had been under medical treatnent in Berlin for the past 1y2 yeaß
and who obviously couldn't continue with h¡s functions - a new president
was elected, indicating that lraq could actually be more resistant to division
of the country

This writer has known the man elected president, Fouad Massoum, for
nearly a quarter of a century. I got to know Massoum through his predeces-
sor, Talabani, my close friend for more than 40 years. During tumultuous
years that included the Gulf War of 1991, he was one of Talabani's most
ùusted en\roys and comrades-in-arms.

Five years younger than Talabani, Massoum, 76, was born ¡n Koysancak ¡n

1938, a town close to Erbil where Talabani sænt his childhood; they have
been friends eler since.

Massoum studied in religious schools until he was 18 and ended up at
Cairo's Al-Azhar Unirærsity, the most prestigious center of learning for the
Sunni world. He receiræd his master's in lslamic studies and his doctorate
in philosophy.

f, | assoum's political life started as a member of the lraqi Communist Party
lVl¡n lg0z, a galvanizing assembly of dissent for people of Shiite and
Kurdish orig¡n. He left the party after tawling to Syria and joining the
Kurdistan Democratic Parly (KDP) of Mullah Mustafa Barzani, who had igni-
ted the Kurdish uprising against the Arab authorities in Baghdad. ln 1968, he
became a unirærsity professor ¡n Basra in southern lraq, and headed the
KDP ofñce there.

ln 1973, he became Cairo representative for Mustafa Barzani, the then{ea-
der of KDP and the father of current KRG President Massoud Barzani. The
same year, Talabani, heading the lefüst-Marx¡st facüon of the party against
Barzani, became the party's Beirut representatiræ and engaged with
Palestinian organizations that had made Beirut the center for the Palestine
Uberation Organization.

Massoum remained in this position until 1975, when he left to become one
of the six founding members of the PUK (Pafiotic Union of Kurdistan) along
with Talaban¡.

ln the PUK hierarchy, Talabani was the uncontested No. 1, followed by the
current leader of the Goran (Change) Movement, Nushirevan Mustafa, and
the legendary peshmerga commander Kosrat Resul. The next tier consisted
of Massoum and Latif Rashid, the brother-inlaw of Talabani.

After the '1991 Kurdistan regional uprising, Massoum become the first prime
minister of the Sulaimaniyah region. lraqi Kurdistan had a dual go\¡ernment
at the time, with Erbil under Barzani (KDP) and Sulaimaniyah under Talabani
(PUK) rule. Ever since, Massoum has remained a loyal friend and confidant
of Talabani.

ln the h¡story of lraq, only two people have been democratically elected as
president and both were Kurds. Jalal Talabani became the first non-Arab
president in 2005, followed now by Massoum.

Eouad Massoum (C-R), the nzwly elected prcsident of haq anil
a oetetan Kurdish polìtíciøn, stønds utith Kþkak Goo. Naim

øl-Din Kørím (C-L) during a news conÍereflce ín Bøghdøtl, fuly
24,2074. (photo by ALI AL-SAADIlAEPlGetty lmøges)

Massoum was the candidate of the Kurdish Alliance and after two election
rounds in the federal parliament, he became the second Kurdish president
of lraq by winning 211 out of a total of 275 parliamentary votes.

fhe process and procedural details that led to Massoum's election reveal
I some lesser-known facts about the Kurdish political arena that haræ

implications for the current political situation and future of lraq and ¡ts neigh-
borhood. There are 63 Kurdish members of the lraqi parliament. That
Kurdish bloc had to nom¡nate a Kurdish candidate for the post of president
that was allocated to the Kurds by an earlier genüemen's agreement.

The lraqi parliament was scheduled to convene July 24 to elect the presi-
dent of lraq. Late July 23, in a closed-door gathering in Baghdad, Kurdish
members of parliament voted for their presidential candidate in a contest
between PUK senior leaders Massoum and Barham Salih.

ln a close race, Massoum won a majority, 30-23. The rest of the Kurds' par-
liamentary bloc was absent.

Massoum receiræd 15 \otes from the PUK, six from Goran (a splinter group
from the PUK), four from lslamic parties and five from the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), while Salih got four \,otes from the PUK, two from
Goran, three from lslamic parties and 14 from the KDP.

This roting pattern shows that Turkey, and its closest ally in the region, the
KDP, tilted toward Salih. His candidacy had been opposed earl¡er by a
powerful PUK figure, Talabani's wife, Hero Khan. There were widespread
rumors in Sulaimaniyah that lran, which has a sÙong behind-the-scenes
presence in the area, had been backing her for a long time. A third conten-
der for the post, the gowrnor of Kirkuk, another Talabani loyalist, Nalmaddin
Kerim, had been opposed by Barzani.

I tassoum emerged as a compromise candidate for various Kurdish fac-
lVlt¡ons. He has-been in the lraqi parliament since 2005, was the acting
speaker for a while and also had chaired the committee that drafted the
constitution. Massoum had strong credentials and good relations with both
Sunnis and Shiites in Baghdad. He is a personally endorsed by Talabani and
cannot be opposed by Barzani.

From these and other derælopments we can conclude that the United States
(which doesn't support the independence of Kurdistan and favors an inclu-
sive Baghdad government with renewed power-sharing) and lran (which
has openly said it ¡s against independence for Kurdistan) were pleased with
the quick election of Massoum as president.

There were also strong rumors in Baghdad that the United States was also
in favor of Salim al-Jabouri, a Sunni Arab, as speaker of parl¡ament.

Following the elect¡on of Massoum, lraq was actually and surprisingly ahead
of the constitutional timeline for forming ¡ts next go\ernment. The most >
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> problematic task will be agreeing on a prime minister. Nouri al-Maliki,
whose State of Law Coalition list gained more seats more than any other
party, has no ínclination or willingness to leave his post. The new president
has 14 days to nominate the prime ministerial candidate from the largest
bloc in parl¡ament

fhe name of Maliki is problematic, but any other name is no less so.
I What is ínteresting is that Massoum, after he won the presidential post,

swore to protect the unity of lraq as the president of the counûy that he him-
self helped write the constitution for in 2@3. That would be oxymoron to
bring forward the issue of an independent Kurdistan, seceding from lraq,
while a new Kurdish president in Baghdad has taken an oath to preserve

the unity of the country.

There is no doubt that Massoum's presidency has a tacit blessing from
lran, has pleased Washington and put Erbil on hold with its main ally in
Ankara.

With the Kurdish Massoum in the presidential seat, Kurds'eyes are once
again focused on Baghdad. But, their quest for Kurdish independence has
had to be posþoned and put on the back burner for a while. a
Cergiz Candar is a ælumnist lor Al-Monibr's Turkey Pulæ. A þumalist since 1976, he

¡s the autlþt ol seven fuks in the Turkish languqe, ma¡nly on Middle Eag. ¡æues,
includ¡ng lhe bes'-æller Mffiptamia Express: A Joumey in H¡slott/l

[f.S. to seize $roo million of lraqi
Kurdish oil in tanker offTexas

HOUSTON/LONDON - July 29, 2ot4
ByAnna Driver andJr¡lia Payne (Reuters)

U.S. autlrorities were set on Thesday to seize a cargo of crude
worth more than $roo million from Iraqi Kurdistan anchored
off the Texas coast after a judge approved a request from
Baghdad, raising the stakes in an oil sales díspute between
Iraqrs cenhal government and the autonomous region.
The tanker United lGlavrvta, carrying some 1 million barrels of Iraqi
Kurdish crude oil, arrived near Galveston Bay on Saturday, but has yet to
unload iæ disputed cargo.

The U.S. judge's overnight approval of the request from Baghdad on
Monday deals another blow to the Kurdistan Regional Government's
(KRG) attempts to establish its own oil sales, which are seen as a crucial
step in the autonomous region's push for independence. Baghdad, which
is struggling to contain a Sunni Islamist insurgency that has captured
swathes of central and northern Iraq, sees such oil sales as smuggling.

It has cut the KRG's budget since the start of the year over the oil sales
dispute, Washington has opposed the KRG's oil sales, fearing they could
contribute to a break-up of Iraq, but has stopped short ofbanning U.S.
companies from buying the oil.

The judge's order was issued to the U.S. Marshals Service, an enforce-
ment agency within the U.S. Department of Justice
"Although the U.S. govemment did not act to stop the tanker, Baghdad
has been able to make use of the U.S. courts," said Richard Mallinson at
UK-based consultancy Energy Aspects.

"The question is now whether the KRG has anything left up its sleeve to
either overcome this legal obstacle or to fìnd buyers elsewhere in the
world. The prospects for the Kurds putting oil exports on a sustainable
footing without Baghdad's approval are looking increasingly dim."
Aspokesman forthe KRG's Ministryof Natural Resources did not imme-
diately respond to requests for comment.

Court filings named a British Virgin Isles-registered company called
TalmayTlading, which has previouslytraded Russian crude, as a partyto
the deal. But it does not own refineries and is not believed to be the end
user in the United States.

I,EGAL DISPUTE
The ship, which is too large to enter ports near Houston and dock, was
given clearance bythe U.S. Coast Gua¡d on Sundayto transfer its cargo
offshore to smaller boats that would deliver it to the U.S. mainland.

But Iraq's central government, in a court filing on Monday, laid claim to
the cargo.

To carry out the order from Magistrate Judge Nancy K Johnson of the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas, the Marshals
Service may need to rely on companies that provide crude offloading ser-
vices.

The office of the U.S. Marshal for the southem district of Texas said it was
too early to detail how the order would be upheld.

A still image ltom ztìileo taken by a U.S. Coøst Guatul HC-744
Ocean Sentry abctaft shozos the oíl tanker Uniteil Kølaayrta
(also kno'wn as the Unìteil Kalaztntta), uthich is carrying a cøtgo
of Kurilish cntile oil, approachíng Gøloeston, Texøs fuly 25,
2074. REUTERS-US Coast Guøril-høndout aía Reutets

AET Offshore Services, a company in Texas that had þen hired to unload
the tanker for delivery to the buyer, asked in a separate court filing for a
temporary restraining order so that it was not forced to handle the crude.

AET said it "would be placed at considerable risk if required to lighter and
take possession of the cargo before those disputes and claims of owner-
ship are resolved.

The judge's order said the vessel would be allowed free movement after
the cargo is unloaded.

The U.S. State Department has said the oil belongs to all Iraqis, and war-
ned potential buyers of legal rislcs. But it has also made clea¡ it will not
intervene in a commercial transaction.

EARLIERTAI.IKERS
Piecemeal oil exports have gone from Iraqi Kurdistan to T[rkey and Iran
by truck in the past, which Baghdad also opposed. But the opening of a
new pipeline to Tlrrkey earlier this year, which could supply the Kurds
with far greater revenues, has met much fiercer opposition from
Baghdad. At least one cargo of Kurdish crude was delivered to the United
States in Mayto an unidentified buyer, and four other cargoes of Kurdish
crude have been delivered this year in Israel.

One Kurdish tanker ofcrude pipelined to Ceyhan in T[rke¡ the United
Iæadership, has been stuck off the coast of Morocco for more than a
month.

Another, the United Emblem, has sailed to Asia, and is anchored about 15

miles (24 km) offthe coast of Malapia according to Reuters AIS Live tan-
ker tracking after passing through the Singapore Strait, a key oil trading
hub.

The case is Ministry of Oil of the Republic of Iraq v. Ministry
Resources of Kurdistan Regional Govemate of Iraq et al, U
Court, Southern District ofTexas, No. 3:r4-cv-ooz49. o

of Natural
.S. District
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"Tehran's fears about Iraqi Kurdish intentions are rooted in
deeper fears about lraq imploding as a nation-state."

Alex Vatanka
Itlly25,2Ol4
nationalinterest,org

Jtly 25,2014

r¡ehran is increasingly nervous about a

I potential bid by lraq's Kurds for indepen-
dence. Firsg an independent Kurdish state
next door could incite lran's own Kurdish
minority, setting a dangerous precedent in the
multiethnic country. Second, the two coun-
ties likely to have the most leverage over an
independent Kurdistan would be Turkey and
Israel, Iran's regional rivals. From Tehran's
perspective, a Kurdish blowback inside lran
and a Turkish and lsraeli geopolitical win at its
expense has to be thwarted.

READING BARZANTS GAME

Tehran's fears about Iraqi Kurdish inten-
tions are rooted in deeper fears about lraq
imploding as a nation-state. ln recent weeks,
the president of the Kurdish region in lraq,
Massoud Barzani, has been feeding specula-
tion about his people breaking away from
lraq. He announced on fune 30 that he intends
to hold a referendum on independence
"within months." Barzani has since been
arguing that such a step is a mere formality, as

Iraq is already effectively partitioned into
Shia, Sunni and Kurdish regions. In the mean-
time, he has been gauging the regional and
international community's reception of his
plans.

In Tehran, where reading Kurdish tea
leaves is the latest trend, opinion is split bet-
ween those who see Barzani as engaging in the
theatrics of brinkmanship and those who take
him at his word. The skeptics, who are in the
minority, say Barzani is playing a political
game with Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, rai-
sing the prospect of independence in order to
secure territorial and political concessions
from a beleaguered central government in
Baghdad. ln other words, they suspect that
Barzani is mainly an opportunist not necessa-
rily a separatist
r¡he majority of lranian officials, however,
I sees Barzani as strongly committed to

Kurdish independence, and sees him maneu-
vering to take advantage ofthe politically fluid
circumstances in lraq and in the Middle East
to launch such a bid. Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian, Iran's deputy foreign minister in
charge ofArab and African affairs, even felt it
necessary to publicly warn that "all lraqi fac-
tions should respect the counby's constitution
. . . to prevent the country from breaking up."
ln Abdollahian's words, lraq's Kurds should
"face reality." In this case, facing reality means
accepting that Tehran will do what it can to
prevent an independent Kurdistan carved out

Why lran Fears an
Independent Kurdistan

Barzani's independence plans. That both
Kerry and Hague urged Barzani to prioritize
working toward a politically inclusive cenhal
government in Baghdad is deliberately igno-
red.

^ 
mong its closer rivals, Tehran is princi-

lì,pally concerned about Turkey and Israel.
Barzani's close political and economic ties to
Ankara are hardly a secret. Even though
Turkey is still officially against independence
for lraq's Kurds-as Barzani was reportedly
told when he visited Ankara last week-the
prevailing wisdom in Tehran suggests that the
Turkish policy on this question is increasingly
driven by its desire to counter Tehran's regio-
nal ambitions. The Iranians believe the Turks
would rather see lraq's Kurds break away
than remain in a federal lraq beholden to the
Shia-led, Tehran-backed central government
in Baghdad.

Then there is the question of Israel's close
historic Ues to the lraqi Kurds. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's fune 30 call of support
for an independent Kurdish state rattled the
Iranians and has to lead to some unusually
harsh anti-Barzani statements from Tehran.

Qods, a hardline outlet, chastised Barzani for
his "betrayal and opportunism" and called his
plan to hold a referendum on independence to
be part of "lsrael's game" to find a soft foo-
thold on lran's doorstep.

çrbil has felt compelled to hit back against
Ëlran's rhetoric. On July 72, the Kurdistan
National Congress (KNC), an umbrella move-
ment spanning the Middle Eas! openly critici-
zed Iran for its stance on Kurdish indepen-
dence. The KNC statement charged that
Tehran is looking to divide the Kurds in order
to halt the momentum behind the indepen-
dence movement Signs of such a strategy
have been visible in lran's public statements,
which have sought to depict Barzani's inde-
pendence bid to be opposed by other Kurdish
leaders.

The one man the Iranians have focused on
most is falal Talabani, the ailing president of
Iraq, who has long been a political rival of
Barzani in lraqi Kurdish politics. Talabani's
parfy, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),

has largely stayed out of the recent debate
over secession, instead focusing on jockeying
its top members for the top post available to
Kurds under the Iraqi constitution: that of pre-
sident In other words, the PUK policy stance
echoes Tehran's hopes for the state of Iraq to
remain intact

With Talabani's return to lraq on July 19
after an eighteen-month medical leave abroad,
Tehran will likely intensiff its support for PUK

and other lraqi Kurdish entities opposed to
Barzani's call for independence. Still, as it
weighs its options and other regional commit-
ments, Tehran can hardly afford an overtly
aggressive strategy. A policy designed to
foment internal disagreement among Iraqi
Kurds may be the magic bullet Tehran is see-

king to derail its nightrnare of Kurdish inde-
pendence. I

Alex Vatanka is a Senior Fellow at The Míddle
East Institute.

of northern Iraq.
WHY FEAR KURDISTAN?

At the heart of Tehran's anxieties lies a

decades-old fear of spillover of the Kurdish
self-determination movemen! and an inde-
pendent and secular Kurdistan becoming a

geopolitical and ideological liability.

Militant Kurds in Iran previously establi-
shed independent regions around the time of
the First and Second World Wars, while the
central authorities in Tehran were too weak to
resisL Kurdish militancy continued to simmer
throughout the reigr of the Shah, and they
took up arms agaÍnst Tehran immediately
after the lranian revolution in 1979. This
became a full-fledged insurgency that took a

number of years to quell.

¡¡ ¡ilitancy among a small pocket of lran's
IVI furds is still alive today, most notably
linked to PIAK (The Party of Free Life of
Kurdistan), which is an offshoot of PKK (The
Kurdistan Workers' Party). Over the last
decade, PJAK's antigovernment attacks have
been localized and small scale. Tehran wants
to keep it that way, and fears what would
result ifthe lraqi Kurds won independence.

These fears are not just heard from lran's
military and intelligence agencies, but seem to
be shared more widely in Iranian society.
Mardom Salari, a prominent reformistJeaning
newspaper, recently felt the need to issue a

warning that "Given the spread of Kurdish
people in four countries ofTurkey, Iraq, Syria
and lran, the independence of Kurdistan will
have its [regional] political consequences and
security threats." That lran is a multiethnic
country only exacerbates Tehran's angst
about other ethnic-minority communities
becoming emboldened by Kurdish separatism.

A VASSAL STATE?

On the other hand, Iranian state-run
media is inundated with rumors that some-
how the West is concocting a scheme for the
partition of Iraq. They point to visits made by
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and British
Foreign Secretary William Hague to Erbil in
late June as pivotal gestures of support for
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S¡'rie : 49 morts dans
des combats entre
Kurdes et djihadistes

Les Kurdes s¡'riens se sont
emparés de positions
tenues par les djihadistes
de I'Etat islamique (EI)
dans le nord du pays.

Le Point.fr
3r juillet zor4

y es Kurdes syriens se sont emparés de
I-rpositions tenues par les djihadistes de
l'État islamique (EI) dans le nord du pays à
I'issue de violents combats qui ont fait 49
morts parmi les belligérants, a annoncé une

ONG jeudi. L'Observatoire syrien des droits
de I'homme (OSDH) a également fait état
d'affrontements dans I'est du pa)6 entre une
tribu sunnite et I'EI, que les membres de la
tdbu ont qualifiés de "soulèvements" contre
les djihadistes.

la bataille mercredi à Ain al-Arab, une local-
ité kurde à la frontière avec la Turquie, s'est
soldée par la mort de 14 membres de la mil-
ice kurde des Unités de défense du peuple
(YPG) et de gS djihadistes de I'EI. Des
dizaines d'autres combattants ont été
blessés, selon I'Obsewatoire. À I'issue des
combats, dans ce secteur de la province
d'Alep, les combattants kurdes ont repris aux
djihadistes plusieurs collines qu'ils occu-

paient, La situation est maintenant "calme",
selon I'OSDH. À la mi-juillet, près de 8oo
combattants kurdes avaient afflué de
Turquie pour combattre les djihadistes de
I'EI qui encerclaient ATn al-Arab.

Par ailleurs, dans la province de Deir Ezzor
(est) en grande partie contrôlée par les dji-
hadistes, la tribu Chaitat a affronté I'EI qui
venait d'arrêter trois de ses membres, en vio-
lation d'un accord passé entre les deux côtés,
selon I'Observatoire. Selon I'ONG, la tribu
avait promis à I'EI de ne pas I'affronter à con-
dition que les djihadistes ne se livrent pas à
des exactions contre ses membres.

Le territoire de cette tribu sunnite s'étend
sur trois villages : Abou Hamam, Kashkiyé et
Ghranij. Ses membres ont posté sur Twitter :

"Chaitat se soulève contre l'État islamique."
Cinq djihadistes, dont un Belge, ont été tués
durant les combats, selon I'OSDH. LEI a
expulsé ses rivaux de la riche province
pétrolière de Deir Ezzor, après s'être emparé
de larges pans de territoire de I'Irak voisin.

olL*Pß[cÆ July 30,2014

State Department Sends Mixed
Signals on Kurdish O¡l Exports

By Nick Cunningham | 3O lulV 2Of4
oilprice,com

¡ week-long drama surrounding the
Aarrival of a Kurdish oil tanker in U.S.

waters abruptly ended July 29 when a Texas
judge ordered U.S. Marshals to seize the ship.

Judge Nancy K. Johnson of the U.s.

District Court for the Southern District of
Texas ruled in favor of the lraqi central
government, which argued that the oil was
"misappropriated" - i.e. stolen - and that deli-
very would run contrary to lraqi law. The
United Kalarvta is holding around S100 million
worth of Kurdish oil and is sitting near
Galveston Bay in Texas.

The ruling is a blow to the Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG) in its campa¡gn to
erode Baghdad's influence over ¡ts oil sector.
Since the invasion of the jihad¡st lslamic State
of lraq and the Levant, and the near-disinte-
gration of the lraq¡ state, the KRG has taken
the opportunity to consolidate its grip over
key areas of northern lraq, including Kirkuk
and its surrounding oil fields.

The KRG also completed the sale of its
first oil shipment ¡n late June, to lsrael.
Perhaps emboldened by the achievement,
Kurdistan sent another tanker to a buyer in

the United States. CNBC reported that the
mystery buyer of Kurdish oil was Talmay
Trading of the British Virgin lslands.

The U.S. has long ma¡ntained that oil
exported from lraq should be done under
Baghdad's auspices. ln late June, U.S.

Secretary of State John Kerry paid a visit to
Erbil, the capital of Kurdistan, to urge Kurdish
leaders to work to keep lraq together in the
face of lSlS attacks, instead of pursuing a path
towards greater independence.

But at the critical moment of decision -
as the tanker of Kurdish oil floated off the
Texas coast - it wasn't the Obama administra-
tion but a lone judge ¡n Texas who made the
call that backed up the U.5. position.

6fficially, the State Department has

\.lstuck to its line that shared oil
resources support a stronger lraq, "lraq's
energy resources belong to all of the lraqi peo-
ple and that is why we have urged the lraqi
federal and sub-national governments to
reach an agreement on how to best manage
their energy resources," State Department
spokesman Edgar Vasquez told the Wall Street
Journal on July 21.

But as the United KalaMa approached
U.S. waters, the official line seemed to soften.
State Department deputy spokeswoman
Marie Harf said on July 25, "lraq's energy

resources belong to all of the lraqi people.
The U.S. has made very clear that if there are
cases involving legal disputes, the United
States informs the parties of the d¡spute and
recommends they make their own decisions."

The wording between the two state-
ments is subtle, but significant. Harf went on
to add, "ttlhese are commercial transact¡ons,

The U.S, government is not involved in them,"
With that, the U.S. appeared to be backing
away from its earlier pos¡tion that the KRG

should not sell oil without Baghdad's approval.

B
ehind the scenes, while not a full-fled-
ged change in policy, there appears to

be an air of res¡gnatlon among U.S. diplomats.
Steve LeVine of Quartz reported on July 24
that the State Department has decided to stop
actively fighting the sale of Kurdish oil.
lnstead, U.S. officials would pursue "passive
policy action," LeVine reported, which consists
of discouraging buyers from purchasing oil
from the KRG only if they call and ask for
advice - no more badgering or warning buyers
against moving fonn¡ard.

The change in tone could open the door
to Kurdish oil exports. The Kurdish quest to
complete the sale of oil to a buyer in Texas
would have granted significant leg¡t¡macy to
the KRG and its bid for independence, poten-
tially opening the taps to much wider exports,
while also contributing to the breakup of lraq.

For now, the seizure order for the Kurdish
oil is a major setback for the KRG and could
make it difficult to find buyers elsewhere. But
if the shifting U.S. position is any indication,
the issue is far from settled. t
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Irak: les Kurdes font
main basse sur ltor noir

Par Charles Haquet
27 iuillet20t4
wwtry

f'est un cargo de 275 mètres de longueur.
lr-te ZZ mai, à 19h53, ce pétrolier à la
coque rouge et noire a quitté le port turc de
Ceyhan. Dans ses soutes, 1.59000 tonnes de
pétrole brut. Durant plusieurs semaines,
I'United Leadership - c'est son nom - a

sillonné la Méditerranée à la recherche de
clients. Il a d'abord mouillé au large des
côtes marocaines, espérant écouler sa cargai-
son dans la raffinerie de Mohammédia. Puis
il a mis le cap sur la Grèce, où des traders
allemands et italiens ont tenté de I'acheter...
avant de se raviser lorsque le gouvernement
irakien les a menacés de représailles.

Car ce pétrole, qui provient de gisements
kurdes, dans le nord-est du pays, est sorti
illégalement du territoire. C'est l'avis de
Bagd,ad, en tout cas : qu'il soit extrait à
Kirkouk, à Majnoun (dans le Sud) ou dans
les sous-sols du Kurdistan, I'or noir irakien
ne peut être commercialisé que par la seule
compagnie publique State Oil-Marketing
Organization (Somo). Collectées par I'Etat
ftéd.êral, les recettes sont ensuite redis-
tribuées dans les différentes provinces.
Région autonome, le Kurdistan reçoit, par
exemple, 17% de la manne pétrolière.

L'attaque de l'Etat islamique (Daech, selon
son acronyme arabe) et sa spectaculaire Pro-
gression vers Bagdad ont aujourd'hui
changé la donne. Les rebelles djihadistes
sont aux portes de Bagdad. Isolés du reste de
I'Irak, les Kurdes ont disposé leurs troupes le
long des 1500 kilomètres de frontière qu'ils
partagent, désormais, avec ce belliqueux
voisin. Et donnent libre cours à leurs rêves
d'indépendance...

Ils en ont les moyens. Selon les estimations
des géologues, plus de 5 milliards de barils
de brut dormiraient dans les gisements de
Khor Mor, Chamchamal, Miran, Taq Taq et
Tawke. Quel meilleur symbole, pour montr-
er leur affranchissement, que de vendre le
pétrole en direct ? "C'est d'autant plus facile
pour les Kurdes qu'ils ont inauguré, à la fin
de 201.3, un nouvel oléoduc qui part vers la
Turquie, souligne Pierre Terzian, directeur
de la revue Pétrostratégies. Depuis le mois
de mars, ils exportent des volumes crois-
sants de pétrole vers le port turc de Ceyhan."

Dour justifier leur "désobéissance" vis-à-
I vis de Bagdad, les Kurdes avancent un
argument choc : depuis plusieurs mois, ils ne
peuvent plus évacuer leur pétrole par le
pipeline historique. Celui-ci est en effet
coupé, en raison de sabotages à répétition. Il
ne resterait, selon eux, qu'un seul moyen
pour transporter le pétrole par le Nord : uti-
liser "leur" oléoduc, qui traverse le gisement
de Tawke avant de passer en Turquie. "Pas

question !" s'insurge Bagdad. Mais le
Premier ministre irakien, Nouri al-Maliki, a-

t-il encore suffisamment d'autorité pour
imposer ses conditions ? Pour le savoir, les

Kurdes ont fait un test : ils ont affrété ce

fameux pétrolier et guetté la réaction de
Bagdad...

Ce sont finalement les Israéliens qui ont
accueilli I'United Leadership. Une belle
opération financière, puisque les Kurdes leur
ont concédé une grosse ristourne : 93 dollars
le baril, alors que le pétrole cotait 105 dollars
sur les marchés internationaux. Réaction des
autorités irakiennes? Un simple recours,
déposé à la Chambre de commerce interna-
tionale, selon un proche du dossier.
"L'affaire sera jugée dans trois ou quatre ans,
rigole-t-il. A moins qu'elle ne soit enterrée
avant !" Enhardis par leur audace, les Kurdes
ont affrété un deuúème pétrolier, l'United
Emblem, le 9 juin. Et, encore plus récem-
ment, un troisième!
Eviter que les puits ne tombent aux mains
des djihadistes

¡ñe n'est pas la première fois que les
l-Kurdes défient le pouvoir central ira-
kien. Pendant des années, des norias de
camions ont transporté du pétrole en contre-
bande vers la Turquie. Personne n'était dupe
: Ankara a même publié un décret officiel sti-
pulant le montant des droits de douane
appliqués aux trafiquants ! Les autorités ira-
kiennes n'ignoraient rien de ces agissements,
mais elles fermaient les yeux, car les quanti-
tés de pétrole détournées étaient insigni-
fiantes. Aujourd'hui, c'est une autre histoire.
D'autant que les Kurdes ont franchi un pas
supplémentaire dans la provocation en
déployant leurs farouches combattants pesh-
mergas sur les gisements de Kirkouk.

En principe, leur présence vise simplement à

"protéger" les puits afin d'éviter qu'ils ne
tombent aux mains des djihadistes. Mais I'ar-
gument est spécieux. Car ce gisement, déjà
ancien, n'a guère de valeur pour les Kurdes.
"Ils savent parfaitement qu'il est sur le
déclin, indique un fin connaisseur du sujet,
qui a longtemps travaillé dans ce pays pour
le compte d'une "major".Durant des années,
le pétrole extrait sur place contenait des pro-
duits "lourds". Ignorant comment les valoris-
er, les Irakiens les réinjectaient systéma-
tiquement dans le puits. Résultat, ils I'ont
"pollué". Aujourd'hui, personne ne sait dans
quel état sont les réservoirs. Pour s'en rendre
compte, il faudrait faire des forages très cot-
teux."

!n réalité, I'annexion de Kirkouk, confir-
Ëmée le 11 juillet, s'explique davantage
par des ambitions politiques que par des
considérations économiques : elle permet
aux Kurdes d'occuper une zone qu'ils ont
toujours revendiquée. "Les Kurdes irakiens
ont une chance historique, rappelle Aziz
Mameli, ancien représentant en France du
Parti démocratique du Kurdistan d'Iran. Ils
occupent aujourd'hui 98 % du territoire
qu'ils revendiquent depuis plus d'un siècle.

Et ils n'en rendront pas un pouce!" Ils se sen-
tent, du reste, en position de force : le prési-
dent du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud
Barzani,a annoncé, le 3 juillet, la tenue pro'
chaine d'un référendum -)

L'ønnexíon des gísements ile Kirkouk permet aux Kutdes d'occuper une zone qu'ils
ont toui outs run en iliq ué e.

Au nez et à lø børbe de
Bøgiløil, les øutotités ilErbil,
døns le nord ¡lu teritoire,
détournent une pa.rt üoìssûnte
des rcoenus ilu pétrole. Su¡ le
plan éconotnique, le ilenen-
brenent ilupays d ¡léià com-
fiteflcé.
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r sur I'indépendance.

Que peut faire Bagdad? Pour I'instant, rien.
Le gouvernement central préfère voir
Kirkouk entre les mains de ses remuants
partenaires kurdes qu'entre celles des dji-
hadistes de Daech.

Les rebelles ont déjà pris possession du gise-
ment d'Al-Omar, dans l'est de la Syrie, et de
quelques champs en Iraþ près de Mossoul.
L'exploitation de Kirkouk leur donnerait de
nouveaux moyens financiers. Car le pétrole,
pour eux, est le nerf de la guerre. "Partout
où ils le peuvent, ils vendent du pétrole,
analyse un expert. Ils percent même les
?pipes? afin de récupérer le brut et de le
revendre à I'Iran!"

Et puis les autorités irakiennes ont bien
d'autres urgences à régler que le sort de
Kirkouk. Récemment, les djihadistes ont
attaqué la raffinerie de Baïji - la plus impor-
tante du pays. Construit dans les années
1980, ce site a déjà un lourd passé.
Bombardé par les chasseurs de Téhéran lors
de la guerre lran-Iraþ il a ensuite été grave-
ment endommagé, en 1991, pendant I'inter-
vention américaine contre le régime de
Saddam Hussein. Ces jours-ci, rebelles et
troupes régulières irakiennes s'y battent
pour s'emparer des stocks d'essence.

Et Pout cause. "Si I'installation était
Ëdétruite ou tombait aux mains des
rebelles, le gouvernement irakien perdrait
un atout de taille, explique notre expert, car
Bagdad ne disposerait plus que de deux raf-

fineries : Dora, un petit site proche de la
capitale, et Bassora, dans le Sud. Insuffisant
pour subvenir aux besoins de I'armée et de
la population."

Or le pays manque déjà d'essence, malgré
ses exportations quotidiennes de 2 à 3 mil-
lions de barils de brut : chaque jour, quelque
100 000 barils sont importés via le port de
Khor al-Zubair, dans le Sud. La perte du site
de Baiji obligerait Bagdad à importer
d'énormes quantités d'essence et de diesel.
Une opération qui nécessite des moyens fin-
anciers importants et de grosses infrastruc-
tures. Or le gouvernement irakien ne pos-
sède ni 1es uns ni les autres.

+++

30 juillet 2014

100 m¡llions de dollars
bloqués au large

pétrole brut
Texas

de
du

Les autorités américaines se tiennent prêtes à saisir le pétrole contenu dans un bateau qu¡ mouille
au large du Texas. Une cargaison que la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien a, selon Bagdad,
exporté en toute illégalité vers les Etats-Unis.
D. N. avec AFP
Le 304uilletl2014
www.bfmtv.com

| 'United Kalavrvta transporte plus d'un
Lmillion de barils de brut pour une valeur
de 100 millions de dollars. Le pétrolier se
trouve à I'heure actuelle dans les eaux inter-
nationales du golfe du Mexique, à un peu
moins de 100 kilomètres des côtes du Texas,
dans le sud des Etats-Unis.

Mais si d'aventure il pénétrait dans les eaux
américaines, les autorités le saisiraient avec
sa cargaison, en application du jugement
d'un tribunal fédéral américain, a expliqué un
haut responsable américain.

"Nous n'avons pas encore appliqué (le juge-
ment). Nous surveillons la situation", a
indiqué Dave Oney, un porte-parole des US
Marshals, une agence de police fédérale.

Les garde-côtes et une association locale de
pilotes de navire sont également aux aguets
depuis que le navire est arrivé face à la Baie
de Galveston la semaine dernière, selon
Dave Oney.

UNE JUGE AMÉRICAINE EN ARBITRE
D'UNE OUERELLE ENTRE L'IRAK ET LE
KURDISTAN

Lundi, la juge Nancy Johnson, d'un tribunal
iêdéral du Texas, avait estimé que les
autorités américaines devaient saisir le
bateau et sa cargaison et le maintenir à quai

tant que la bataille juridique qui oppose le
gouvernement fédéral irakien et la région
autonome du Kurdistan n'aura pas été
réglée.

Le ministère irakien du Pétrole est à l'origine
de la plainte auprès du tribunal texan. ll
estime que le Kurdistan irakien, qu¡ fait par-
tie de I'lrak mais jouit d'une très large
autonomie, n'a aucun droit d'exporter le brut
qu'il pompe sans I'accord de Bagdad.

La question de I'exploitation du pétrole et du
partage des revenus qui en découle est cru-

ciale dans les relations très tendues qu'en-
tretiennent Bagdad et Erbil

A la faveur du retrait de I'armée irakienne
face à I'avancée des insurgés sunnites, qui
ont lancé une vaste offensive le 9 juin, les
forces kurdes ont pris le contrôle de terri-
toires que Bagdad et Erbil se disputaient,
notamment la ville pétrolifère de Kirkouk
dans le nord. <)

-l
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L'implacable nouvel ordre islamique du califat
GEORGES MALBRT'I¡OT
gmalbrunot@lef igaro.f r

JEANS INTERDITS, tee-shirts imprimés
de lettres ou de chiffres également, et te-
nues noires recommandées pour les fem-
mes, qui doivent bien str porter le voile :

les habitants de Mossor¡l n'ont pas
d'autres choix quq de se plier aux nou-
velles << règles de víe, édictées.par l'État
islamique (U), qui a tqit ae Ia seconde vil-
le d'lrak la capitale de son califat établi
sur le nord-ouest du pays et la région
frontalière voisine de SyÍie.

Quarante jours après la conquête de
pans entiers du territoire irakien, des dji-
hadistes vêtus de noir patrouillent par
petits groupes, à pied ou dans des véhi-
cules pris dans les stocks abandonnés
dans leur fuite par les forces de l'ordre.
Des voitures frappées désormais du logo
< Police islamique >. Certes, les atten-
tats, les enlèvements et les fusillades qui
faisaient auparavant trembler Mossoul
ont cessé, mais au profit d'un nouvel or-
dre islamique, implacable. Nul n'ose le
remettre en question. Mais pour combiert
de temps encore ?

<, Les masques sorit tombés après lø
destructton du patrímoíne rehgieux et les

' attaques contre les mínorités >, souligne
depuis Bagdad un diplomate occidental.
Vendredi dernier, des djihadistes ont dy-
namité sous les yeux de la foule le sanc-
tuaire chüte du prophète Seth vénéré par

.les musulmans comme les juifs et chré-
tiens. La veille, d'autres avaient déjà rasé
la tombe du prophète Jonas, là encore re-
connu par les trois religions. Si aucune
information confirmée n'a fait état
d'exécutions publiques comme celles
pratiquées par l'EI dans ses bastions sy-
riens pow des inftactions minetues, en
revanche, des <<hérétiques>> chiites,
chabaks et yazidis ont été sauvagement
décapités par les extrémistes sunnites.

Au-delà des chrétiens, les < djrhodfstes
wulent éradÍqner les minorités des teni-
toires sous contrôle >r, s'alarme I'ONG
Human Rights Watch, En fait, o l'État is-
lamique cherche ù,passer d'uneJorce d'in-
yøsion ù une Jorce de gestion des zones
sow óoncontrôle >>, analyse le think-tank
américain Soufan Group. Pour ce faire,
ses hommes recourent à un mélange de.

róprcssion et de clientélisme. À Mossoul,
les fonctionnaires peu impliqués dans les
seryices de sécurité du gouvèrnement de
Bagdad patientent devant les mosquées
pour faire pénitence et se racheter une
conduite, en espèces sonnantes et trébu-
chantes. Ailleurs daru le califat, l'État is-
lamique use de sa force pour négocier la
reddition de villages qui soutenaient Bag
dad. Et à chaque encerclement de locali-
tés, ses combattants exigent les armes
de$ habitants et surtout les < collcbos >,
dont les noms figurent sur une liste en
leul poSbession.

Certaines tribus ont succombé aux

{,

tr.

?

A Mossoul, les lslamlstes radlcaux ont dynamlté le tombeau du prophète Jônas.

pressions en échange d'un arrangement
tempirraire, acceptant de lutter contre
I'armée du premier ministre chüte Nouri
al-Maliki. D'autres, les Jbour notammenl
dans la région de Dolouhiya, ont refusé.
Partout, les ânciens de I'a¡'mée de Maliki
sont la cible des djihadistes qui investis-
sent leurs maisons à la recherche d'ar-
mes, Mais les extrértristes sunnites n'hé-

tll.es masques sont
tombés après la destruction
du patrimoine religieux
et les attaques
contre les minorités 77
UN DIPLOMATE OCCIDENTAL

sitent pas, non plus, à menacer les
factions rebelles qui remettent en cause
iew primauté. À Tikrit, des incfdents oÍrt
éclaté entre I'EI et Ansar al-Islam, un
autre groupe djihadiste, qui avait osé his-
ser son drapeau sur qertains bâtiments de
I'ancien fiefde Saddam Hussein.

De leu¡ côté, les anciens baasistes du
groupe Naqshabandia ont condamné les
persécutions menées par I'EI contre les
chrétiens de Mossoul: Est-ce le début
d'une scission entre insurgés ? Probable-
ment pas tant que Maliki sera au pouvoir
à Bagdad et que l'assaut contre la capitale
n'aura pas été lancé. < Que peuvent bim
faire les øutres rebelles ? ,> , s'interroge un
expert militaLe occidental à Bàgdad. " ÀTíkrít et ailleurs, Ies réf'ractaires ont été
soumß por les djíhødßtes, bien supérieurs
g'ôceauxarmes qu'ils ont dérobées ò.I'ar-
méø C'est lc raison pour laquelle l'ancíen
bras ilroit de SaddamHusseín, Ezzat [brq-

him alìouri, n'a eu d'autre option que de
saluer fínalemant alec des mots élogieuxle
caWlbrahim. >

Et la population ? Les plus aisés ont
quitté Mossoul, les fonctionnaires n'ont
pas été payés et l'insécur-ité su¡'les routes
a l'alenti ltactivité de cette plate-forme
entre la Turquie, la Syrie et le reste de
I'Irak. Bref, de nombreux commerçants
font grise mine. Et pas seulement les ven-
deuls de vêtements pour femmes priés de
fermer boutique, Pour ne pas s'aliéner
d'autres franges de la population, les dji-
hadistes ont pris soin de ne pas appliquer
stlictement toutes leurs .. nouvelles règles
devíe ,>. Ainsi I'interdiction de fumer par
exemple. En outre, I'appel à I'excision
des femmes âgées entre 11 et 46 ans, n'est
en fait qu'une répétition d'une fausse fa-
twa lancée I'an dernier déjà lors du ra-
madan.

Pour se constituer une clientèle, les
< fous d'Allah > distribuent de l'essence à
partir de camioru venus de Syrie, à des
prix défiant toute concut'rence. Ils com-
mencent également à donner de l'argent
aux plus pauvres. Bref, ils essaient de faire
du social porx soulager une population
confrontée aux pénuries d'électricité et
d'essence à la pornpe, la raffinerie de Baiji,
plus au sud, étant toujours l'objet de com-
bats entre les djihadistes et I'a¡mée. << Pour
I'obseryateur extéríeur, ils ont durci les
condítlrlns de vie, relève Romain Caillet,
spécialiste des mouvem"¡1s 5¿lrfistes.
Maß pour eu4, ils n'ontføít qu'tmiformiser
lalégrslatíon dons I'Etat ¿slcmíqte, pußEte
ce Et'iß font ù Mossoul øt Irak, íls l' ont déjà

fait dans les vílles syríennes passées sous
løur contrôle >. L'EI dewait bientôt fermer
les magasins penda¡rt les heures de prière;
comme daru lapartie syrierure du califat. r
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TUESDAY JULY 29,2OI4 Iraqi politics take on edge
of coercion and violence

BAGHDAD

Sunni leader's abduction
heightens fear of descent
into law of the jungle'

BYTIMARANGO

Justbefore midnight on Friday, SNite mi-
litiamenin eightblack S.U.V.s rolled up to
the Baghdad home of an important Sunni
politician and abducted him and four of
his bodyguards, a brazen move that
threatened to further convul,ie a country
already in the grip of a political crisis.

For hours at a secret location on Bagh-
dad's southeastern edge, the body-
guards said, they were beaten with a lead
pipe, their tormentors demanding that
they admit that their boss, Riyadh al-
Adhadh, the president ofBaghdad's pro-
vincial council, waspreparing to support
an invasion of the capital by Sunni mili-
tants fighting under the banner ofthe Is-

lamic State in lraq and Syria, who are in
control of large amounts of territory in
the north and west of lraq, The episode,
which ended with the eventual release of
the five men, was a vivid port-rayal of
what Iraqi politics look like up.close,
playing out like a gangster movie and
defined by intimidation and violence.

The United States and other foreign
powers have pressed for a political solu-
tion to lraq's growing crisis, and Presi-
dent Obama has suggested that more
military help, and possibly American

aiistrikes against the militants, will
come only with the formation of a new,
inclusive government vûith meaningfut
roles for the Sunnis and Kurds, Iraq's
two main minority groups.

Iraq's international supporters have
praised recent political steps - the
naming of a Sunni, Salim al-Jubouri, as
the new speaker of Parliament, and the
selection of a Kurd, Fouad Massoum, as
president - and have pushed the gov-
ernment to quickly decide on a new

prime minister, a position held by the
Shiite majority, Yet the abductions are
another sign that American demands
for political reconciliation seem di-
vorced from the reality of Iraqi politics.

After a harrowing ordeal, the abduc-
ted men were returned to their homes
pn Saturday afternoon. The bodyguards
were bruised and in tears as they were
helped from vehicles, but they were
alive, and the potential political crisis
the episode could have set off seemed to
have been averted for the moment, To
celebrate their return, a sheep was

slaughtered, women threw candies in
the air and men fired long bursts of cel-
ebratory gunfire across the roofs of the
densely packed Sunni neighborhood of
Adhamiya.

"We are living in a jungle," Mr.
Adhadh said in an interview at his home
shortly after his release.

A portion of Iraq l Mosul in the north
and much of Anbar Province in t¡e west

- is under control of the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria, or ISIS. There are con-
tested areasto the north and east of the
capital, near Tik¡it and Samarra and in
Diyala Province, where fighting rages
arld where a sectarian war seems to be
unfolding. On Saturday, all five mem-
bers of a Shüte family, includiug chil-
dren, were found beheaded in the town
of fbji. On Sunday, Shiite militiamen
hungthe bodies of at least six Sunni mil-
itants from streetlights and a bridge in
Baquba, the capital of Diyala Province.

In Baghdad, though, where political
leaders are sûuggling to keep the coun-
try together, a different picture has
emerged. The wholesale sectarian
slaughter that nearly tore the country
apart in 2006 and 2007 has not yet re-
turned, but militias, loyal to a sect or
sometimes to just a man, are back, The
mass arrests of Sunni men, at the heart
of grievances that allowed the insur-
gency to gain support within the Sunni
communit¡r, have continued.

The effortto win Mr. Adhadh's release
involved the new speaker of Pa¡liament
and Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Ma-
liki, as well as pressure on Iraqi leaders
from ïVestern diplomats who feared
tùat the episode would further destabi-
lize the political situation and heighten
sectarian tensions.

But it was the direct intervention of a
powertul militia leader that ultimately
secured Mr. Adhadh's freedom: Qais al-
Khazali, tìe leader of Asaib Ahl al-Haq,
a Shüte militant and political group with
close ties to lran. The group once fought
the American forces, and has fought in
Syria's civil war on the side of the gov-
ernment of President Bashar al-Assad.

Now the group, along with other
Shiite militias aligned with Iran, has
been given wide authority by Mr. Maliki
to provide securityin Baghdad, and root
out so-called sleeper cells of Sunni in-
surgents inside the capital that govern-
ment officials believe are working to
help ISIS advance on Baghdad.

Mr. Adhadh's abduction appeared to
be one of these operations.

In the interview, Mr. Adhadh was
careful to say that the men who had kid-
napped him were not fighters for Asaib
Ahl al-Haq, but that it was Mr. Khazali,s

i¡rlluence over other groups that secured
his release; But it ¡s widely assumed
here that Mr. Adhadh,s abduction was
actually the work of Asaib Ahl al-Haq.

Mr. Adhadh said that he had not been
harmed, but that his bodyguards were
severely beaten. One of them, covered
in bruises and in tears, said, ,,They beat
me from midnight until the sun rose" as
they demanded that he detail Mr.
Adhadh's involvement in the insur-
gency, "I said, 'I know nothing bad
about him, believe me."'

Mr. Adhadh said that his abductors
told him that they believed he had con-
nections to ISIS and that, he said, ,,when

they come to Baghdad I will help them."
Mr. Maliki's government has fre-

quently singled out Sunni lawmakers
usingithe pretense of terrorism charges,

"l think lraq requires another
leader like Saddam Hussein."

and Mr. Adhadh spent months in jail in
2012 over accusations that he was.fund-
ing terrorism. He denied the charges
and was releasêd, apparently for lack of
evidence. In late 2011, the government
accused the Sunni vice president, Tariq
al-Hashemi, of terrorism and later went
after the Sunni finance minister, Rafi al-
Essawi. Mr. Hashemi, who now lives in
Tbrkey, was sentenced to death in ab-
sentia. Mr. Essawi also fled the country.

As the events played out near Mr.
Adhadh's home on Saturday, two young
men sat in their furniture shop around
the corner. They recalled the days when
one man had a monopoly on violence, a
situation they said differed from today,
when myriad militias and a¡med men
have the potver to kill and intimidate
withimpunity.

One of the men, Abu Abdullah, said, ,,I
think Iraq requires another leader like
Saddam Hussein, who's like an official
murderer."

The othe.r man, Abu Mohammed, also
said the prescription for Iraq's chaos
was to revert to the past, when, as he ex-
plained it, the power to kill was in one
man's hands.

"Someone like Saddam has to bring
law and order quicklyto lraq," he said.

Omsr al-Jawoshy, Falih Hassan ønd Ali
Hamza contributed. r e portíng.
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Let Sunnis defeat lraq's militants
Rafe al-Essawi
Atheel al-Nujaifi

ERBIL, IRAQ The situation in lraq
today is perilous, particularly for Sunni
MuslimArabs. Their prospects for in-
clusion in Iraq's government and fair
treatment from it have been declining
since 2010, when lraqiyya, the nonsec-
tarian coalition to which we belonged,
drew more votes than any other parlia-
mentary bloc but was denied a chance
to form a government. We might not
have succeeded, but letting us try
would have built public trust in democ-
racy.

Instead, Iran and the United States
used their influence to insist that Nuri
Kamal al-Maliki remain prime minister.
A secta¡ian-minded Shiite Mustim with
authoritarian tendencies, he also pres-
sured lraq's judiciary to decide in his
favor. Since then, Mr. Maliki has de-
tained thousands of Sunnis without trÈ
al; pushed leading Sunnis out ol the
political arena by accusing them of ter-
rorism; stopped paying members of the
Sunni Awakening, the movement that
fought Al Qaeda in Iraq in 2007; and
labeled all Sunnis as terrorists.

A request by provincial councils in
Salahuddin, Diyala and Nineveh to hold
votes on how to réorganize as more au-
tonomous regions - as the Constitu-
tion allows - was rejected, and for a
year peaceful Sunni protests were met
by violence. As Iraqi security forres
killed dozens of unarmed protesters,
Mr. Maliki again bent the judiciary tò
his will,leaving Sunnis to feel they
could not receive justice.

Now the Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria has burst onto the stage well or-
ganized and funded: In Falluja early
this year, then Mosul last month, it
seized territory claiming to defend
Sunnis against Mr. Maliki's lranian-
backed government.

The group's ideology is a perversion
oflslam and an af-

Malipil sec. front to our culture.

tarian rule is Yet the group gets lo-

-'J- ';'- '- cal suoport. The
Pulllng-llaq Sunnitribes defeated
apart. lostop Aleaedainlraq,its
this, we need preàecessor, lesi ttran
to set up new adecadeago,Today,
Sunnibrces theycooperatewith
in areas ISIS ISIS (whichnowcalls

has seized. itself the Islamic
State) - not as fanat-
tcs, but because they

see it as the lesser of two evils, com-
paredwithMr. Maliki.

Meanwhile, the government murders
Sunni detainees and bombs civilian
areas. The killing of Sunnis by lranian-
backed Shüte militias and the presence
of lranian military advisers on tlre
ground deepen suspicion that lraq's
government serves lran, not lraqis.
This pushes more Sunnis toward ISIS,
increasing the threat it poses to lraq's
people and neighbors.

But Iraqis can change t¡at. First, we

need a new prime minister. The Shüte
parties must nominate a replacement
for Mr. Maliki; there are a number of ca-
pable candidates. Iraqi politicians also
must agree on anew balance between
central autiority and regional autono-
my. The formula should include arrange-
ments satisfactoryto lraq's Kurds, whct
already have considerable local power;

increased decentrâlization for the rest of
the countty; and a new arrangement for
managing and sharingthe proceeds of
Iraq's natural resources, particularly oil,
Any agreement rnust include amnesty
for the tens of thousands of Sunnis de-
tained without trial, the release from de-
tentionof the Sunni politicianAhmed at-
Alwani, the end ofthe counterproductive
de-Baathific¿tion program, and the re-
pealing of the counterterrorism law,
which has been used as a pretext to ar-
rest Mr. Maliki's Sunni rivals.

In addition, Parliament must reverse
Mr. Maliki's politicization of tlre securþ
forces and establish newlocal forces to
safeguard the population in Sunni areas,
modeled after the Kwdish pesh merga.
Only Sunniforces, with local support,
can defeat ISIS in the areas it has seized.

The only armed forçes permitted in
Iraq would be those officially sanc-
tioned by the government. ISIS would
be banned as aterrorist group; so
would Iranian-backed Shüte militias
like Asaib al-Haq, Kataib Hezbollah and
the Badr Corps.

America's support is crucial. A senior
American official - someone who has
worked with our politicians, tribes and

reconciläble insurgent groups - should
be appointed to reach out to lraqi Sunni
leaders in and outside the country, We
also need assistance to reform the lraqi
security forces, in which America in-
vested so heavily. The framework re-
mains, but the command and control
structure must be restored. Americans
can also help vet Sunni recruits for the
local forces.

Lastly, a regional conference should
address the threat to nation-states like
Iraq causedby nonstate forces like the
ISIS and Shüte militias. Another con-
cern is the hundreds of thousands of
displacpd Iraqis. The government has
given help to displaced Shiites but not
to Sunni.s, who have gotten help from
Saudi Arabia and the Kurdish regional
government,

Above all, we must move quickly.
ISIS keeps recruiting in Nineveh, and
threatening anyone who wonf t pledge
loyalty. It has displaced Christians from
aprovince where they lived peacefully
with Muslims for over ll00 years. But
our diverse peoples can live together in
harmony, as they have in the past, and
it is imperative that lraq's leaders start
now to build institutions to assure.that.

Despite the horrors of our recent his-
tory, we canpass through this difficult
period - with help from ourAmerican
friends.

RAFE AL.ESSAW is ø Jormer finance minis-
ter and deputy primeminister of lrøq.
ATHEEL AL-NUJAIFI is the governor ol Ninev-
eh, a northernlraqi provínce.
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Rubble from the Mosque of the Prophet Younis on July 24 in Mosul, a city held by ISIS
slnce June lO. Over a dozen mosques, shrlnes, tombs and statues have been destroyed,
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